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MAHATMA GANDHI has commenoed making can. 
struotive suggestions to the Congress Ministries in the 
Harijan. In the latest Issue of the 24th inst., he deals 
with the impediment which pauoity of funds plaoes 
In the way of the Ministries. He does not think much 
of this diffioulty and says that the Ministers need not 
be deterred by it at all· in carrying through their 
measures of reform. For he believes that such 
measures can be put in foroe almost without any 
ell:penditure of money. Quoting" an English financier 
wbo has held high office in India n, he says: "What
evar is being done to-day with 'money motive' should 
in future be based on 'servioo motive.' Why should 
teaohers and dootors be paid high salaries? Why 
oannot most of the work be done on a co-operative 
basis? n While fully agreeing, not only with a view 
to economy, but with a view to sooial reconstruotion, 
that service motive should replace profit motive, one 
cannot but be appalled by the financial difficulties 
that confront the Ministers. Besides if oo-operation 
Is to Balve the whole problem, where was the need for 
waiting for the new oonstitution? It could as well 
have been promoted under the old oonstitution. Any. 
how, it is oertainly an advantage that the Mahatma's 
help OI\n now be enlisted in the cause of oo-operation. 
At ,;me t~e we remember, perhaps because of the 
anti-thesIS in the words "oo-operatioo'·' and "non. 
oo-operationn

, he thought that the co-operative move
nlent was opposed to the non-oo-operatioo movement, 
and Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya who was in favour of 
both had to do a lot of propaganda work to show that 
there was no opposition between the two, as ·co-opera. 
tion was to be among the people and non-co-opera. 
• Ion with til. Government. 

" • • 

Mr. Masanl. Gagged In Bangalore. 

MR. M. R. MASANI, General Secretary of the 
Congress Socialist Party, was on arrival at Bangalore 
on Saturday last served with an order prohibiting 
him from speaking there. Mr. Masani had gone t() 
Bangalore in order to preside over the M ysore Youth 
Conference but was thus prevented from keeping 
the engagement. Frankly, we cannot pretend to 
be shocked or surprised at this doing of the Mysore 
Government. It is popularly believed to be a pro
gressive State. All that is meant by this, we suppose, 
Is that the administration is efficiently cOllduoted and 
that the people do not have to suffer from the into. 
lerable whimsicalities of the ruler, as in several other 
States, in a variety of ways. But so far as oivil 
liberty goes, one doubts if there Is very mucb to 
ohoose between the most backward State and "pro
gressive" Mysore. Congress propaganda, not of the 
non-co-operation days, but even of the present day is 
unbearable to Mysore, as was shown by its recent ban 
on the speeches of well-known Congress leaders. As. 
if to leave nothing to chanoe, all publio meetings in 
Bangalore are banned ell:cept such as may be allowed 
by the looal magistrate. Who can say after all this 
that the gagging order on Mr. Maeani was in the 
nature of a surprise? . A State which cannot stomach 
Congress propaganda cannot of course stomach Con
gress Socialist propaganda. 

• * " 
NOw, there is nothing in the spee~h· .( sinoe pub

llsbed) which Mr. Masani was to deliver a.t Bangalore 
whioh can be said to lend even the least justification 
for the prohibitory order. It is not our intention t() 
imply that his speech would be liked by the ruler 
of any State. Far from it. With his well.known 
views on public affairs nobody had a right to expect 
from Mr. Masani an utteranoe which would be 
anything but an eye-opener to the Princes. He refers 
to them as "props of British rule" and dilates upon' 
the "sinister role" whioh Is allotted to them in the 
new constitution. Nor did he conceal the fact that 
his party stands for the elimination of the Princes. 
It may be oonceded that all this Is very distasteful to 
the Prinoely order. But is that any reason for stop. 
ping Mr. Masani from propagating his views? The 
Indian National Congress avowedly stands for the 
elimination of British rule inasmuoh as its aim 
Is to achieve complete independenoo. .Have the 
British Government gagged Congressmen in the same 
way as Mr. Masani was in Bangalore? But we can 
never afford to forget the very obvious fact that, 
from the point of view of civil liberty , there can be no 
comparison between British rule based on law and 
Pri!,cely rule based on autooracy end personal
whlIDs. 

* " " 
Mr. ParUlekar's Adjournment Motion . 

UrON his unanimous and uncontested election u. 
Speaker of the more popular houee of the Bombay 
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Legislature Mr. G. V. Mavlankar is naturally the 
recipient of universal congratulations. But we are 
afraid we cannot allow our joy at his elevation to the 
Speakership to stand in the way of our expres,ing 
our disapproval of the.manner in which Mr. Parule
kar's notice of motion of adjournment was handled 
by him. Mr. Parulekar. apparently wanted to voice, 
by his adjournment motion, some labour grievance, 
connected with the Bombay Government's orders 
under the Payment of ,Wages Act, but his motion 
was ruled out by the Speaker on the ground that the 
mover had failed to see the Speaker beforehand, as 
required by the standing orders. A little 0001 reflec
tion would have shown the Speaker the physical im
pbssibility of Mr. Parulekar satisfying this require
ment. It was not as if a permanent Speaker had been 
elected and was not seen by Mr. Parulekar at the 
prescribed stage. The fact wa,s that Mr. Mav
lankar was elected Speaker only a. few minutes before 
Mr. Parulekar drew the attention of the house to his 
adjournment motion and Mr. Parulekar took the 
earliest opportunity of thrusting himself on the new 
Speaker's attention. For he did so as soon as the 
usual speeches congratulating Mr. Mavlankar 
were over. He could obviously not have 
brought his motion to the notice of the Speaker earlier. 
In these circumstances it seems nnfair of the Speaker 
to have disallowed Mr. Parulekar's motion on the 
ground it was. . . 

" ., ., 
MR. PARULEKAR was also asked why he did 

not consult the temporary Speaker appointed by the 
Governor pending the election of the permanent one. 
If Mr. Mavlankar had been in touch with what hap
pened on the opening day of the Assembly we are 
sure he would have refrained from making this in
quiry. Mr. Parulekar did raise the question of his 
adjourninent motion after the swearing in ceremony 
was over but was asked by the temporary Speaker to 
wait till the election of the permanent one took 
place. Following that advice, Mr. Parulekar waited 
till Mr. Mavlankar was elected Speaker only to be 
found fault with by him for his supposed failure to 
apprise the temporary Speaker of his motion. If Mr. 
Parulekar had not previously understood the mea.ning 
of the idiom about sending a man from pillar to post 
he has surely learnt it now to his cost. 

" " " 
THE Speaker's handling ofthis motion has earned 

for him the plaudits of an Anglo-Indian paper publish
ed in Bombay, the prejudice of whose special oorres
pondent against Mr. Parulekar is to be clearly seen in 
his studied attempt to prevent his writing· being con
taminated by any mention of his name. We do not 
know how the new Speaker relishes this compliment 
from an unexpected quarter. But the very fact that 
he has been patted on the back by a journal which is 
known to be none too friendly either to Mr. Mavlan
kar personally or to the oause he represents ought to 
make him pause and seriously oonsider whether his 
conduct In relation to Mr. Parulekar's motion really 
left nothing to be desired. ., " " 
Exeessl ve, 

. So the Members of the Punjab Legislative Assem
bly would receive Re. 22/8 by way of residence and. 
conveyance allowances for every day spent on. 
legislative business. That is the decision of the 
Assembly or-shall we say ?-that of the party in 
power in the Punjab. In no oase can the decision be . 
said to represent the unanimous wish of the legIs
lature. The Opposition consisting mostly of Con-. 
gressmen oonside~ed the proposed scale as excessive 
and having no relation to the needs of the situation, 

one speaker even going so far as to charactorlse it as 
"legalised robbery and extortion. .. This is doubtless 
very strong language, but there can be little dOUbt 
that the scale is excessive. 

* • • 
THE new scale exceeds the old one by about 7D 

per cent. Whereas the members used so far to receive 
only Rs. 12 daily, they would henceforth receive 
Rs. 22/8. Where was the need for the increase? We 
expected the Government spokesmen to mll.ke oflt a 
case for it, but a perusal of their speeches leaves us 
disappointed. A rise would have been justifiable only 
if:,the old scale had been found inadequate. So far 
as one can see, no complaints from any responsible 
quarter on the score of its inadequacy were heard' 
either in the course of the debate or at any other 
time. Nor, even if made, oould such a complainl be 
looked upon as legitimate or proper, for none but 
the most spendthrift would find the old scale not 
enough to meet his reasonable needs. We cannot 
help feeling, therefore, that, in fixing the scale at the 
new level, the Punjab Assembly seems to have been 
needlessly free with the tax-payer's money. 

" ., ., 
Pollee Corruption In $lnd. 

WE are pleased to note . that serious attempts are 
in progress in Sind to tackle the long-standing and 
deep-rooted evil of official corruption. A committee 
is engaged at the present moment in grappling with 
the problem, in so far as it affects the police depart
ment, which is in .charge of the Chief Minister Sir 
G. H. lIidayata.lla. T.bll general .complaint is that 
when police Inspectors go out into the villages on 
investigational~ork, the:9' do not-pay for the supplies 
made to them. The existence of the evil was admit
ted by witnesses before the Committee and the urgent 
need of action to stop it pleaded. One of the reme
dies suggested was U,e taking of a pledge from every 
public servant to refrain from receiving bribes. We 
do not know that such a 'pledge is going to be any 
more successful in stopping corruption than the oath 
administered to witnesses in courts in stopping them 
from giving false evidence. Such a pledge will be no 
mere than a paper pledge unless the authorities at the 
top are determined to bring every offender against it, 
be he high-placed or low-placed, strictly to book. 
That Is the only way to bring the sanctity of the 
pledge home to all concerned. 
, .. '* .. 

A SUGGESTION was also made that touring offi
cers should stop only at police stations and carry 
their supplies with them so as to obviate the need of 
having to order anything locally. This is generally 
done through subordinates who in order to win the 
favour of their superior officers make the dealers part 
with their goods wit bout paying the price. The best 
way of stopping this practioe is to expect officers to 
go on tour only after taking all reasonable care that 
they are properly equipped. This might cause them 
some inconvenienoe in the beginning, but it can only 
be short-lived and need not be minded. A different 
form of .oorruption is to be met with in connection 
with shikar parties when forced labour on a large 
scale is resorted to. As in the case of provision 
supplies, so in this case too, officers need to be prohi
bitsd from impressing local labour for the purpose of 
hunting expeditions. 'It is a matter for satisfaction to 
learn that the Committee has every intention of not 
only making these suggestions hut impressing on all 
conoerned the need of making them effective. 

" " " 
"Outrageous Sutvlvals from the Past." 

THE Maharaja of Bikaner'iS an important figure 
in international politics, having actsd as India's 
representative in several international ,gatherings. 
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Therefore, it is only reasonable to expect him to be 
al ive to the importance of discharging his interna
tional obligations in a loyal and faithful spirit. Yet, 
strangely enough, the international convention about 
opium is not observed in his State. According to the 
Indian Express, the oonsumption of opium in 
:Sikaner is not less than 600 maunds, which is six 
times what is prescribed by the League of Nations. 
It is high time steps were taken by him to reduce the 
opium consumption in Bikaner. But if he fails to 
do so, is it not up to the Paramount Power to inter
vene with a view to impre88ing on him the desira
bility of keeping to the League standard of opium 
consumption in his State ? .. .. .. 

IT Is also a scandal that his palace expenses 
should be consuming every year as high a percentage 
as 12 of the State revenue. The inequity involved in 
suoh a large :vroportion of the taxpayer's money 
being appropriated for the comfort of the Ruler 
and his family is brought out even more vividly 
wb,en ·it is remembered that the ruler's expenses are 
more than ten times what is spent on the education 
of His Highness's subjeote numbering about a million. 
Then, person residing within the limits of Bikaner 
are said to be subject to different legal oodes. There 
is reported to be a privileged circle of 150 nobles who 
cannot be orimiMlly prosecuted under any oircum
stances. If a State, says the paper with great truth, 
governed by a Prince, whose contacts with modern 
culture and the standards of oivilised government are 
80 well-known, abounds in these outrageous survivals 
from the past, the condition of affairs in other Statoa 
blessed by less favoured rulers can be easily im
agined. .. .. .. 
Hyderabad People's Grievances. 

AN offioe is shortly going to be opened at Masll
lipatam for the receipt and ventilation of the griev
anoes of the people of Hyderabad State. To many it 
may be a puzzle why such an offioe should have far-off 
Masulipatam for its location rather than Hyderabad 
Itself. The answer is furnished by the lengthy 
justifioation of the proposal which ·Dr. Pattabhl 
Sitllramayya attempts in the course of a press state
ment. It may be remember~d that he presided over 
the All-India States' People's Conference held at 
Karachi in 1935. Sinoe then be has undertaken 
extensive tours of States in the Deccan and Katbia
wad witb a view to awakening the States' people to a 
consoiousness of their rights. Dr. Pattabhi would 
gladly have gone on a similar mission to Hyderabad 
but is doubtful whether suoh a tour would be allowed 
by the Government of the Nizam. • .. .. .. 

PUBLIO meetings are a well-recognised means of 
educating the publio to a sense of their own rights 
and responsibilities. But the people of Hyderabad 
labour under serious disabilities in that matter. No 
publio meetings not permitted by the State authorities 
are possible in the State. To seoure such permission 
the authoritioa need to be supplied not only with very 
detaned information about the arrangements for the 
meeting but even with copies of inOOnded speeches. 
EvOll alOOr conforming to all thoae requirements a 
permission is not a oertainty; it may be granted or 
withheld at the will of the Govsrnment. In these 
circum.stances publio meetings are a virtual impossi
bUity lD tho Nizam's Dominions. 

• • • 
WITH publio meetings &hus ruled out,. the ques

tion was: What should or could be done to give help 
to the Nimm's subjeots in the redress of their grie
-vancss. Th. device of opIning an office whore their 

grievancoa could be received and given wide pullo 
licity was decided upon. There can be no two opi. 
nions that though it is not the ideal way of giving a, 
helping hand to the people of Hyderabad State, it; 
is the boat in the circumstances. The Hyderohad 
Bulletia, on the contrary, whose claim to speak for the 
people of the State has yet to be indisputably proved, 
considers it an "ill-advised" move. . Though in his 
staOOment Dr. Pattabhi has unequivocally disclaimed 
all desire to interfere in the day-to-day administration 
of the State, tbe paper reads into the move an 
attempt on the part of British India to have a finger 
in the Nizam's pie. In &hus 'rying to discredit the 
move, the paper is obviously acting as the mouth
piece of the N izam's Government insOOad of his poo. 
pIe. But the journal's biassed attitude towards the 
proposed action is to be clearly seen from its refusal 
to give publicity to Dr. Pattabhi's very reasoned 
statement. Was it because it was ashamed of its 
conOOnts which were clearly damaging to the Nizam's 
Government as showing how shadowy was civil 
liberty under his rule or because it was afraid that if 
the statement was published its readers would sse 
through the paper's pretentions? Any way there can 
·be no doubt that Dr. Pattabhi's new venture deserves 
the blessings of all who have the real and lasting 
good of the country at heart. . 

~rtidts. 

RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

THE first aot of all the Congress Ministries was iq 
every province the release of political prisoners 
on a fairly large scale. The Ministrioa in five 

non-Congress provinces also took some steps in this 
direotion and so the interim Ministries in six Congress 
provinces too. But the Congress has carried furthe~ 
this reform tentativelY initiaOOd by the inOOrim Mini, 
stries. This is hut natural. It is an inexpensive, if 
a fundamental, reform and requires no previolllt 
planning. The assumption of office, therefore, was 
signalised by the restoration to freedom of those who 
were put under restraint for the peril their opinions 
and activitioa were supposed to oauss to the State. 
One of the most sensational acts in this connexion was 
the release of Mr. Vinayak Damodar Savarkar by the 
interim Ministry in the Bombay Presidency, and the 
Congress Ministry has now matched it by another in 
the release of Mr. P. M. Bapat. We do not know how 
far the popular Governments have rid themselvoa of 
the damnosa heredila8 which they have derived from 
the bureaucratic Governments, and how·far they have 
yet to rid themselves of it, in the way of sstting all 
liberty those persons who suffered for their opinions, 
of freeing political institutions from the official ban, 
of returning the securities taken from presses, of re
moving the restriotions imposed upon the mov&
ments of inOOrnses, etc. But there is no doubt that 
there is still much room for similar action to be 
taken. And we' hope that it will be taken promptly, 
thougb one must admit that some ume must 
necessarily elapse before the whole of the oosroive 
regime is compleOOly liquidated Popular Ministri .. 
oan naturally go a muoh longer way in carrying 
through this reform &han the official Governments 
could ever have gone. They can take much bigg91' 
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risks in administration than the latter, from the -very 
nature of their position, would be prepared to do. They 
are expected in the first place to be less suspicious of 
popular movements and in the second place they can 
afford to gin them a longer rope. It is but right that 
the new era that has opened in India should be 
ushered in by a practical demonstration of a perfect 
tolerance that will be shown to opinions and practices, 
however radical and dangerous they may appear even 
to liberal-minded foreigners. 

We hope that the people at large will refuse to 
belie-ve that the opening of the prison-gates to poli
tical prisoners that has taken place or will take place 
is a bOOll which the Congress Ministries or other 
Ministries have given or are to give to them out of 
charity, as a concession made by the strong to the 
weak It is no more bUt the recognition of a right 
which the men under restraint can claim as human 
beings. It is a right which is theirs by their very 
human nature; it is theirs inalienably, and no one 
can rob them of it without doing a grave wrong to 
humanity as a whole. In our constitution which'is 
modelled on the British constitution it would appear 
that the Government and the legislature are free to 
impose any restrictions they like or think are reo 
quired by the immediate ends of the State upon 
civil liberty, provided the electorate are somehow 
kept quiet. The British constitution does func
tion sometimes in this fashion, and invasions on 
individual freedom take place . without effective 
opposition on the part of the liberty-loving. But the 
real spirit of the constitution should be what animated 
the authors of the United States constitution. They 
granted certain enumerated powers to the Govern
ment and the legislature and provided for limitations 
on these powers in the interest of the citizen. The 
humblest citizen can invoke the constitution against 
the most powerful official and against the Govern
ment itself. He can as well invoke the constitution 

against the legislature. In the United States it will 
be no sufficient defence for a Government, as it is in 
Great· Britain, to plead that the legislature has given 
it powers of coercion and that it is entitled to use them 
at its discretion. In Great Britain the legislature is 
supreme; not so in the United States. Here limita
tions are placed upon the powers of the executive 
Government and the legislature by the fundamental 
law or the constitution; which is above both. If the 
Government and the legislature seek to impose undue 
checks upon the citizen, the constitution will restrain 
them. The constitutional guarantees thus provided 
ought to be a strong bulwark of defence for the rights 
of every man and for the exercise of every proper 
function by him, though the guarantees do not always 
'prove effeotive in practice. Nor indeed are we sure 
that civil liberty is in fact more secure in U.S.A., 
where the powers of the legislature are restricted, 
than in Great Britain, where they are not. 
Where a whole people goes wrong nothing oan 
check it. But the fact of civil liberty being enshrined 
in the U. S. constitution which affords sure redress, 
humanly speaking, to a mOln when the Government 
attempts to usurp his legitimate rights ought to be 
an inspiration to us and we must so work our consti
tution as if we had a tribunal, as in U.S.A., endowed 
with the power of invalidating a law which encroaches 
on the just rights of individuals, and these rights 
appertain not only to politics but to all social acti
vity. We are all conscious these days of a citizen's 
rights in the political field because the field was 
occupied so long by foreigners. We most be equally 
alert to assert ·those rights when the field is occupied 
largely by our nationals and also in our social activi
ties in which a clash comes not between a private 
citizen and ·the Government but between one private 
citizen and another or between one class of citizens 
and another. The need for watchfulness has not 
disappeared. 

" DELAY FEDERATION." 

THE rulers of Indian States will readily acknow
ledge that of all the newspapers in this country 
United India and Indian Slales has the strongest 

moral claim to advise them in their interests, and 
when it warns them against allowing themselves to be 
hurried into accession to federation they must pay 
good heed to what it says. United. India is by no means 
against federation. It is not discouraged too much by 
the fact that the essential condition which the Princes 
made to their joining the federation has not been 
fulfilled in any degree. This condition was that the 
federal government to be formed should be invested 
with full powers of self-government in at least the 
sphere in which responsibility is to operate. Our 
contemporary frankly admits that the responsibility 
conferred by the new constitution is " homeopathic in 
quality as well as in content." Even so United India 
would advise the Princes to enter federation, pro
vided a guarantee was fortbcoming that oil their' 
entry they would not find themselves in the position 
of unweloome guests or interlopers. The oondition of 

a reality of responsibility in the federal government 
may be waived; but the other condition of a hearty 
reception and an offer of a harmonious collaboration 
from British India must be satisfied in full. Of such 
reception and possibility of co-operation, however, it 
is not at all assured. In the circumstances it asks the 
rulers to delay signing the trea.ties of acoession, whioh 
now are going the round of the States. 

"It would be wise," says the journal, "to defer 
federation till the Princes and Indian politicians 
come to an understanding to the end that a federation 
is possible on terms reoognising and respecting each 
other's'rights. The Indian provinces have the right 
of electing representatives to tbe federallegislaturs 
and in six provinces the Congress has an unassilable 
majority which must be reflected in the representation 
from six provinces in the federallegislaturs. This 
will mean that a successful fee.eration cannot ignore 
Congress views on federation. In our view, whether 
the India Act says so or not, a federation in which 
six provinces will refuse to oo-operate will be still-
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, bOl'D. What happened for three months since 1st 
.April,1937, in the provinces will be repeated in the 
centre. It seems, therefore, that it will be the part of 

· highest wisdom for the Princes (not) to make the final 
· <1ecision till Indian politics has found its level The 
Congress decision in the provinces is a hopeful 
augury, but it is better to wait and see before taking 
the irrevocable step." This, everyone must admit, is 
sound advice, and seeing that it comes from the quar
ter from which it does come, we hope that it will find 

· acceptance at the hands of the rulers of States. We 
· do not of course share the hope of United India that 
.acceptance of office by the Congress will pave the 

· 'way to a weakening of Congress oPPOllition to fede
'ration. But we sgree that the Princes' accession to 
federation should nepend upon the Congress showing 

. .itself friendly to the federal structure. For the 
moment a pOlltponement of the decision which the 

, Princes are being urged by the spokesmen of im
perialism to take immediately is required, but we 
believe that if United India'8 advice is followed, a 

• postponed decision will become a decision in the 
, negative. 

United India takes no notice of Moslem opposi
tion at all. It thinks only of the possible Congr_ 

.·opposition in six out of the eleven provinces in 
, British India; but all the five non-Congress provinces 
,.are Muslim provinces, and opposition to federation 
is, to put it at the lowest, no less strong or more 
uncertain than in the Congress provinces. But let us 
put this fact on one side. It is difficult to under

··stand why our oontemporary should think that 
, acceptance of office by the Congress in the provinces 
· is a sort of friendly gesture to the Princes. Probably 
, it argue's in this way. "The Congress condemned .the 
· whole constitution bell, book and candle, but it has 
· now shouldered ministerial responsibility in the 
. provinces. It no doubt says that office has been 
.accepted only in order to combat the constitution, but 
.anyone can see that this is done only to reconcile its 
present action to its past utterances. It will tberefore 
have to speak of destroying the constitution, but 

· every day it will be strengthening it. Virtually, 
· its d.structive politics has been laid aside in the 
provinces for good. Similar transformation will 

'take place when federation is formed. Now the 
Congress speaks of preventing the formation of 

· federation, but it knows that it cannot prevent it, 
, and when time for the working of the federal consti
· tution draws near it will also oease to have any 
, desire to thwart federation, And if some minor Con
, gress leaders do evince a desire to do so Mahatma 
: Gandhi, whose tenderness to the Princes is well-known, 
· will again emerge from his solitude and give a twist 
.to the Congr_ policy, in which he is past master, 
, which wUl make federation secure against all attacks. 
, Let Jawaharlal rant as much as ever he can; Mahat
, ma Gandhi will see to it that the Congress members 
· will offer whole-hearted co-operatiDn in making fed&
, ration successful. There is no need to get the Congress 
, resolution .on federation changed. The Mahatma will 
, provide an interpretation, as he often does which will 

nullify the resolution."·· ' 
Here .. e cannot but think that United India is 

sadly mistaken. Two facts. stand out about the 
federation, which will only make any lover of dem<>
cracy and self-government hostile to federation. The 
States' representatives will be nominated by: the 
Princes, and whatever else the Congress members will 
stomach, they will not be able to stomach this auto
cratic element. on&-third in the lower chamber and 
two-fifths in the upper. It is sheerly impossible. 
Again, the Princes are given in the constitution a 
liberum veto, which makes it impossible to establlah, 
for instanoe, control over the army without the con
sent of every individual Prince. Even if some Con
gressmen be not. too attached to democraoy, no 
Congressman will ever be prepared to place self-gov
ernment, even oligarchio as it may be, at the complete 
mercy of the Princes. Neither of these rights are the 
Princes willing to give up, and there will be a dead
lock from the first in the federal legislature even if 
the Congress falls in its attsmpt, to which it is com
mitted, to sabotage federation. The feeling of Britlah 
Indians, no matter to what party they belong, t<>
wards the Princes will be very like the feeling which 
the Arabs bave towards the Jews of Palestine. The 
Arabs in Palestine see all the other neighbouring 
oountries-Iraq, Egypt, Syria-achieving indepen
dence. However backward they may be, they are 
not more backward, as the Peel Commission has 
fully admitted,. than their confrerss of other Arab 
Qountrie~ which have moved Or are moving on to 
self-government. They themselves however cannot 
have even the beginnings of self-government, not even 
an advisory legislative oouncil beoause of the presence 
amongst them of the Jews, whom certainly they· 
did not. invite into Palestine. 

As early as 1922, two years after the mandate 
over the country was received by the British 
Government, the Secretary of State informed an Arab 
delegati.on: .. The position is that H. M. Go'fernment 
cannot allow a constitutional position to develop 
which may make it impraotioable for them to carry 
out a solemn undertaking given by them to the Allies 
(Le, about the Jewish National Home)," The Walter 
Shaw Commission said in their report in 1930: 
.. Those who wish for similar developments in 
Palestine (Le, experiments in s,lf-government such as 
had taken plaoein other Arab countries) have gr.ounds 
for the opinion that, were it not for the .obligations 
oast upon H. M. Government by the policy contained 
iI' the Balfour Declaration, their hopes and expecta
tions might to some extent have been realised." The 
Arabs of Palestine feel that the Jews have robbed 
them of independeno3. British Indians will similarlY 
feel, and with every justification, that the Princes are 
robbing them both of democraoy and self-government. 
If there are any people who have not done so yet, 
they will soon realise that the political ambitions of 
the two parts of India are irreconcilable, as the Peel 
Commission has now found about the ambitions' of 
the two communities in Palestine. The" irrepressible 
confliot ,. of the Jews and the Arabs has forced the 
Peel Commission to recommend partition of Palestine. 
The Princes themselves would wish, after they see the 
irrepressible confliot in India, that they had remained 
separate; but then it would be teo late. Now is the 
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time to think whether they should take what United I ment, in the Bill imprisonment is only an alternativ8" 
IruJia well calls the irrevocable step. There is no to non-payment of fine. . 
donbt that the conflict in India too will be irrepres
sible so long as the Princes remain firmly addicted to 
their autocracy, The moment they give it up, Pundit 
Jawaharial Nehru will be the first to welcome 
federation. Till it happens, however, there is no 
hope for the conflict to be resolved, and the federation 
must not, therefore, be delayed, but prevented. But 
weagree with United India that the Princes should 
at least give themselves adequate time to think about 
the consequences before they sign away their present 
freedom':-and peace. 

1 t 

TREA TMENT OF NATIVES. 
SQATTER SYSTEM IN KENYA. 

I T will be recalled that in the Colonial Office 
debate in the House of Commons last month a 
fear was expressed that ·the minimum period of 

. compulsory labour to be prescribed for natives 
working on European farms in Kenya would be 
extended from six to nine months in a year. The 
:Bill publiShed in the Official Gazette of Kenya of 
7th July, however, shows that the Government does not 
intend to extend the period. It maintains the period at 
180 days, though of course, if agreed to by the native 
labourer, the period might be longer. The maximum 
term of the contract, which is now three years, is, 
however, to be extended to five years. 

A change is made in the penalties provided for 
in the report of the Committee appointed recently to 
consider the matter. A squatter who fails or refuses 
to perform the duties mentioned in the contract is 
liable to a fine of 100 sh. or in default of payment to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one month, 
while one who is guilty of more serious offences like 
wilfully doing any act ten ding to the damage of pro
perty was to be liable, according to the Committee's 

. report, to a fine not exceeding 150 ah. and in default 
of payment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months. The Bill, however, reduces the maximum 
term of imprisonment to be inflicted on the native 
labourer in default of payment of fine from six to ,wo 
months. This is a small concession, but in the right 
direction. 

The European farmer too is not altogether 
exempt from penalties. The Committee had propOsed 
that a farmer who failed to pay wages due to his 
labourer, etc. would be liable to .. a fine not exceeding 
200 sh. and in default of payment to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding one month, or to both such 
fine and imprisonment." The Bill makes a modi
fication in this recommendation and provides that he 
would be liable" to a fine not exceeding 150 sh. and 
in default of payment to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two months:' The changes now in
troduced should be noticed The maximum fine is 
reduced from 200 sh. to 150 sh. and the maximum 
imprisonment increased from one month to two, but 
while, according to the Committee's recommendation, 
it was nOBsible to inflict both a fine and imnriscn-

At first sight it would appear that if imprisOIl
ment is a cruel way of dealing with persons who fail 
to perform their duty, the law is at least equal in 
the case of both natives and whitee. On closer 
observation, however, this reciprocity will be found to· 
be non-existent. A labourer who, for instance, fails 
t? report himself on the appointed day for work, is 
bable to a fine of 100 sh. Here the fine to be imposed 
is not the maximum, which is capable of being reduced 
as circumstances would require. Conviction would 
automatically make him liable to a fine of 100 sh., 
whatever the circumstances. A white farmer is liable 
to a maximum fine of 150 sh. Perhaps he may be 
fined only 20 sh.; but a native must be fined 100 sh. 
It is not merely that in fact a native labourer may be 
fined five times as much as a European settler, but to' 
the former money has perhaps a hundred times more 
value than to the latter. The threat of imprisonmen~ 
that is held out to the white man is of course an 
empty threat, for to no European who is engaged in.' 
farming or stock raising would a fine of 150 sh. be a ' 
serious matter, while natives, being unable to PB¥ ~ 
100 sh., which in their case is the minimum, would in 
a large majority of cases have no alternative to· 
imprisonment. The seeming equality is thus a gross.· 
inequality. 

EDUCATION OF WHITE AND BLACK. 

The Rev. A. G. Fraser wrote in the Spectator or 
27th November last year that in Southern Rhodesia~ 
a self-governing colony, all white children were edu
cated, and only a fraction olthe black; that £40 was
spent annually on the education of each white child 
and only £1 on the native; and that for the last finan
cial year £338,000 was voted for European educatiop... 
alid ouly £80,000 for native development, although! 
the natives numbered twice as many as the Europeans. I 

These criticisms are naturally very much resent
ed by the average European of S. Rhodesia. But h_ 
he any answer to them? A1>parently not, for see
what Mr. R. H. Dickson, formerly a member of the-. 
Legislative Assembly writes about them in the United 
Empire: 

Fees for tuition of Europeans were abolished last year. 
though ihere was no adequate reasOD for the Government 
tbrowing away this revenue ax.d'there was no domand OD

the part of the electorate for the abolition of the small 
payment previously charged •••• The education which ~h8 
native receives to-day in Southern Rhodesia tends to make
him discontented a8 there are so few vacancies open too' 
him or for whioh he i. fitted. It i. not likely that th .. · 
oooupations now filled by Europeans will be thrown opeD.· 
to the edu.cated native, whether in the oivil service,.. 
railways or other offices, until such time as the EuroJ)eaD 
population starts to deoline in numbers. . .• It would ." 
unwise if not impossible to inorease the poll tax (now" 
£377,000) which the native pay..... It i. true that ther 
inoome tax on the wealthy residents of Southern Rhodesia 
was reduoed by aiQeDoe and a shilling in the pound nG 
::rears ago, but the re-imposition of the old rate on· thea. 
European. for the purpose of native eduoation would not· 
rooeive muoh support. 

This is defence indeed ! --
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INDIANS IN CEYLON. 
': VILLi.GE OOMMUNITIB:S ORDINANCE. 

IT Is understood that the Select Committee on the 
Village Communities Ordinance Is considering 

, the question of giving Indian labourers the right 
"to vote in elections for the Village Committees, and the 
Committee is hearing representations made by 
different interests. It Is hoped that the Select 
Committee will give serious consideration to Indian 
representations and grant their request. However, 80 

!3tatement of the case for the Indian labourers may 
be set down here to enable the public in India to 
.understand the correct position. 

As the Minister in cb"rge of the Bill explained 
ih an Interview with the press, the proposed ordinance 
is designed, as far as possible, to assimilate the powers, 
duties and funotions of Village Committees to those 
cf District Councils. It Is 80 laudable object and no 
.Q1Ie will demur to it. But advantage has been takenof 
this to introduoe one important provision for enfran
.chising the European and burgher residents of estates 
who were till now exempted from Village Committee 
tax and the jurisdiction of village tribunals. Under the 
proposed law, while they are required to pay the tax and 
"exoercise the fracohise, they . will oontinue to remain 
.outside the jurisdiotion of village tribunals. There 
c,an De no quarrel over this provision also. But the 
position of the Indian eatate labourers who were also 
till now ocoupying the same position as the Euro
,peans and burghers is not a1 tered in any way. The 
Indian community in ~ylon ,was greatly exeroised 

.over this Invidious distinction and pleaded that the 
indian estate labourers also should be plaoed on the 
same footing as the Europeans and burgbers, and even 
one of the European representives in the State Coun· 
Qil pleaded strongly for the inclusion of Indian 
labourers. If the oiroumstances that necessitated 
the exolusion of the Europeans and burghers in 1924 
do not hold good now, it Is equally so in the case of 
the Indian labourers also. 

But the real oause for retaining the prinoiple 
.(If exolusion in the oase of the Indian labourers 
was given by the Minister in the interview to the 
press when he not only quoted from the speeoh of the 
.then Attorny-Ganeral, Sir Henry Collan, but also 
-stated that" it would be unfair to the Ceylonese 
to give Indian labourers a prepondarating Influenoe 
In purely looal bodies". Did not Mr. Senanayake 
openly deolare in a speeoh delivered reoently 
that .. making Ramasamy pay" is to give him a 
r,ight to acquire land? Is It oontended then that even 
Indian labourers who are domioiled In Caylon, have 
beoome part and paroel of the population of Ceylon, 

and are willing to identify themselves with the 
interasts of the Ceylonese should for ever be treated 
as aliens and deprived of the r,ights and duti ... of 
oitizenship? Are not the European and burgher 
residents in estates also in the same position as the 
Indian labourers who also live a life quite apart from 
the village life? In the evidenoe tendered before the 
Immigration Commissioner, Sir Edward Jackson, it 
has been contended, and rightly too, that a very 
large number of Indian labourers in Ceylon are 
domiciled in Cey Ion and that they should be treated 
in the matter of rights a. well as dutie~ in the same 
way as other communities. In accordance with this 
principle, the Indian labourers claim the right of 
franchise for the Village Committees. In regard to 
jurisdiction of village tribunals, while the non
labourers do not olaim any exemption, the Indian 
estate labourers seek exemption for the reasons that 
the Europeans and burgher residents enjoy that 
privilege even under the proposed ordinance. It is 
hoped that the State Council-will not grudge giving 
this privilege to the Indian estate labourers as welL 

While in regard to voters, adult suffrage for both 
sexes is to be introduced, subject to a residential quali
fioation, for the candidates for election, the qualifica
tions are to include literacy and property of the value 
of two hundred rupees. This differential property 
qualification in regard to candidates virtually deprives 
many Indian labourers from any prospect of being 
elected as members unless they possess landed pro
perty of the value prescribed in the village, which is 
unlikely. To prevent the Indian estate labourers from 
playing their part in the village community and 
enabling them to identify themselves with the in
terests of the Ceylonese, with wholI! they have cast 
their lot, by imposing a high property qualification, 
is not quite just and proper. They should be enabled 
to contribute their share to the development of village 
oommunity life by providing that anybody who pays 
the tax shall be eligible to be elected to the Village 
Committee. Need I say such a provision will be 
welcomed by ·the Sinhalese labourers as well, as' 
amongst them there may be even fewer men 
possessing this high property qualifioation ? 

It Is earnestly hoped that, as stated by the Ceylon 
Indian League, the enjoyment of certain rights by 
immigrant labourers would not be treated as a bar'for 
the enjoyment of elementary political rights and that 
the considerations urged in regard to the Europeans 
and bUrghers resident on the estates will be considered . 
to hold good in regard to Indian estate labourers also 
in regard to rights and duties to be conferred by the 
proposed Ordinanoe. 

R. SuaYANARAY ANA RAo. 

B. P. SOOUTS & SEVA SAMITI SO OUTS. 
By DR. G. S. ARUNDALE .• 

'I MUOH regret the oontroversy that has arisen in 
oonneotion with the alleged remarks about India 

. on the part of the World Chief Scout, Lord 
Baden-Powen. I regret them for two reasons, the 
first being that Scouting in India Is already far from 
being as national as it must beoome without delay; 

the aecond being that even Lord Baden-Powell loob 
upon India through the eyea of offioialdom, and 
even though I feel sure his words have been gagge.. 
rated, the probability is that he holds views about 
India to no small degree coloured by official atmos
phere and by his own innate prejudices. , . 
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Ever since the amalgamation of the two scout 
movements under the auspices of Lord Baden-Powell 
and Dr. Annie Besant in Madras, officialdom has 
gradually taken away all the splendid Indian life 
which animated the Indian Boy Scouts" Association. 
I do not regret the amalgamation. It was a great 
gesture on the part of Dr. Besant. But the moment 
it was effected, all the reality of Indian scouting 
hegan to disappear, and only the forms remained. 
The European scouts held entirely aloof, and have 
led their own Scout life independently. The Anglo
Indian scouts followed suit. And we were left with 
an organisation which was composed of Indian 
scouts as of old, but with unfortunate substitution of 
foreign scout orthodoxy for the Indian spirit which 
made the Indian Association under Dr. Besant so 
splendid, and which makes the Seva Ssmiti Scout 
Organisation under Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
so infinitely superior to the comparatively lifeless 
Baden·Powell counterpart so far as Indian scouts are 
concerned. 

WERE DR. BESANT ALIVE. 
Being constantly away from Madras and also 

being much preoccupied with world-wide work, I 
found myself, as an officer of the Baden-Powell move
ment, powerless to vivify it with the Indian spirit. 
Some time age, therefore, I resigned my office of 
Vic~President and sought membership of the Seva 
Samti movement wherein I knew I should find India 
once more. I confess quite frankly that the amalga
mation has proved a failure, and I feel sure that, had 
Dr. Besant been living now, she would have declared 
·that while the amalgamation had to be tried, it no 
longer fulfils the expectations we all hoped frOID it, 
and I think ebe would have urged the importance of 
making scouting in India Indian. 

. I have not resigned from the Baden-Powell 
movement. I still contribute regularly to its funds. 
I hold Lord Baden-Powell in the deepest respect, and 
had I won the Medal of Merit I should certainly not 
have thrown it back at him. I should have cherished 
it. The World Chief Scout has given the boys and 
girls of the world a wonderful stimulus to right living 
and good citizenship. He is one of the great bene
fectors of the age. 

But I do not think he understands India, and 
even he must not be allowed· to interpose between 
Indian youth and the fine scout training forms which 
are unnational, and perhaps life which belongs to 
another race. 

INDIAN SCOUTING MUST BE INDIAN. 
. I want India.n scouting to be Indian, and I can 

well appreciate the resolutions of the Bombay and 
Madras Corporations, though I cannot understand 
why the former has not ordered the affiliation of its 
scout work with the Seva Samiti which is wonder
fully Indian, at all events in northern India, where 
I have seen displays whioh put to shame our shabby 
and puny little efforte in the south. I am frankly 
glad that the Madras civic authorities should have 
decided to affiliate their scout work with our Seva 

SCOUTING AS BUILDER OF UNITY. 
In India, Indian scouting must build its oWlll 

Buperstructure. upon the universal principles of 
scouting. Through Indian scouting we must draw 
Hindus and Mussalmans together, all castes together, 
all warring differences together into a great Indian 
solidarity wherein differences of whatever nature· 
strive for tile common good. Indian scouting must 
never be at the mercy of politbal parties or of com" 
munal intereRts. It must receive financial help from 
the various Governments, but no Government must 
make its financial assistance an excuse for dictating 
scout poliCies or for demanding official representation. 
There are already too many offioials officially con
neoted with scouting, too much red tape, too much 
bureaucracy, too much foreignism. 

On the other hand, when India takes over her 
own scout organisation, as she is just now begin
ning to do, there must be no slackness, no lack of 
discipline, no confusion, no graft, no weakening of 
efficiency. India must show that she can manage 
her own scout movement better than it is being 
managed now, that she can maintain the great 
spirit of scouting while giving full scope to patriotio 
enthusiasm. There is nothing more disgraceful from 
a llcouting foint of view than a slovenly troop. out of 
tune singing, and general carelessness. Scouting is· 
self-discipline, and the moment we have a mob in
stead of treops, we have flouted the whole of the scout I 

spirit. 
A TIP TO THE PUBLIC. 

Unfortunately, the Indian public is not at all 
scout-conscious. The Indian public does not care a. 
rap about Indian scouting and in Madras, for ex
ample, where I have the honour to be the Provincial 
Commissioner for the Seva Samiti movement, there 
are jost about baIf a dozen people who take an 
interest dn our scout work. We are hampered at 
every turn by lack of interest and lack of support. 
and we have no Government grant to help us as has 
the Baden-Powell movement; so we are left high 
and dry. Perhaps we shall now gain new life. 
I do not want thot we. should be in the 
lime-light. God forbid. Still less do I want 
that we should become a kind of political puppet 
enjoying a little brief popUlarity because Lord Baden
Powell is alleged ·to have said something which he 
ought never even to have hinted. Indian scouting is 
a serious matter for India's future. I shall be glad 
for it to become independent, though I am sure it 
ought to have some kind of affiliation to the inter· 
national scout movement, as any other country may 
have. But I want India's best citizens to take a prac
tical interest in it, and to guide it strongly along 
Indian lines. The Seva Samiti was perhaps, wise not 
to have affiliated when we of the Indian Boy Scouts 
Association affiliated, for now an admirable organi
sation is ready to our hands. But we must beware 
of anything which is tinsel-and there is so much 
tinsel in politics-and concentrate on the pure gold 
of a truly Aryan character and a deep love for Ary&
varta.- Kaiser-i-Bind. 

Samiti here in Madras. BOOKS RECEIVED. 
I do not know that we shall he able to make THE INDIAN FEDERATION. By S!U.FAAT AHMAD KHAlI. 
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