-3 S
c‘;-‘._ ) A . Toe . . .
(A L ' '
ﬂ' Coe H . . : \ ‘ ) ‘ '
- - - ‘ ' '
4 ' :
o .
2 o e ' -7 AN -4 » .
& | | |
" Editor: 5. 6. Vazn. - © Ofey: Bxavimms of Ivowa Soveary, Poons 4.

Vol XX, No. 19, }

POONA—THURSDAY,

INDIAN,

MAY 13, 1o FoRBIGN

{

' Ra &
SUBSN. je0 ©

"CONTENTS,.

.

Page
TCPICR OF THE WERR, . 205
A ' .

SRTICLES

The Sonys Marmti Dispufe. ... - . 307
The Assgrance Controversy. .. - o 209
The Jute Strike Bettlement. .. .M
Roagtiong to Nehry-Jinuab Controversy, - 2
REvVIZW : .
Christian High School Eduogtion.
ﬁy;?;ofr M. R, nggnj?q M.A. B.fc. . 24
8H0RT NOTIOR. " o 214
lmmug — *
Teaoli;prﬂ & Rural Uplift — '
Mr., ﬁu;;anargyapq Rpo’s Paper. ... 215

Topics of e d¥ceh,

Mr. Savarkar Released.
BY unconditionally zemoving the ban on |
Barrister V. D. Savarkar's movements who was |
confined to Ratnagiri ever singe his release from
the Andamens in 1924, the Bombay Ministry has
given a fine ecarnest of their desire to fulfil that
part of their programme which deals with "the’
xepressive acts of the old regime. Mr. V. D. Bavarkar
gave hrilliant promise of a public career eovep
duyring his studenthood. a guarier of a century agp
and when he went to England to qualify himself
far the bar, his gotivities thers, although they were
- haedly to its taste, evoked admiration® for, his
aeloquence even from the Times. .

»* * .

UNVORTUNATELY, Mr. Savarkar inclined fowards

the extreme Joft wing of the nationalist move-
mept and his carcer was out short by his arrest
in England and subsequent deportation’ to the

Andamans on a life genience by the Government

of India. While'being conyeyed o India he made an

- unguccessful dash for liberty by jumping into the
sop and swinming to the French c¢oast. He was
srrested within an inch of liberty, as it wers, on

French soil. He appealed without success to The

Hague against police. But the indomitable will

and bravery displayed by a youyng man ocaught

the imagination of the ecountry. His exploits have

alrsady become a thrilling .legend to Indian youth,

.&uﬁi&ulaﬂy in Maharashtra which is righily provnd

t » -

SINCE his pelunse from the Andamans and de-
tention ' at Ratnng"iri.'f Mr, Savarkar has ' thrown

- Mr. K. N. Phadke.

' himself with characteristic energy into the move-
ment. for the "regeneration and reorganisation of
 Hindu sogiety. He is a champion of the uniqu~
. chablos and has been instrumental in building g
¢ temple in that fown which is open to all castes. He
| is. - the inspirer of the Pure Magathi movement
 in Marathi literature, a longuage which he wields
with foroeful originality. He is a post and an author,
a constan$ . contributor of vigorows. articles in
Marathi journals. The oruel hardships of the da~
mans which he endured for fourteen yeass hroke hig
health but not his spirit and althoygh. modern politiz
cal trends in India might find his views antiquated
in some respecis, none can forget thai he, gave hig
young life with reckless abandon to the country’s
cause, We wilcome him back to liberiy and com-
gratulate the Cuoper Ministry on righting a graye
injustice done ta a selfless patriof,
L2 . *

*
I &

MR. K. N. PHADKE of Pouna, whose activities in
the oivil discbedience movement brought him ander
the Bombay Government's notice and whose radical
views probably enhanced his offence, was ordersd té
restrict his movements to Poona and not to take
part in any public meetings sjnce nearly four year
noy. We have been protesting against this ah,taﬁg
on his civil Liberties and the news £hat the arder bas
now heen. withdrawn will gladden everyone whg
values freedom, The Bombay Ministers could have
done nothing better fo create a f_avoiiram atmos.
phere for the reciption of the very difficult tagk they
are facing in acceping office in face of comsiderable
odds. Their work in remoying unjustifiable encroach-
mgnfs on people’s freedom which characterised, the
old regime would go a" long way to mitigats” their
oftange Iy assuming’ offic against the wishes of, the
(Gongress party io the Bombay legiglatupe. © ™

»*
Impudence or Senility ?

WE in India ars accustomed to libels by
supercilious globhe-trotters who “'do™ thig country in a
month of twd, return home snd write'an * authorita-
tive” volume 'on “the Indian situation,” or on “the
 Indians, their religions ‘and customs™ ete, “The trash
put on the market by such writers might offend 4 few
ensitive peopls, but the majority knows how to treat
it wigh the contemnpt it desepves.  But the rsport of a
recent spsech by Lord Baden Powell,'the head of the
Beout Movement, shows ‘that chsap superiority com-
| plex is not the monopoly of foot-slugging journalists ;
it 18 "in ovidence eveh in the ¢ase of a peisdd who ~
is the insgiref and pillar of a movement supposed to
establish feelings of brotherhood ‘and servied -dmong
the youth' of the world. Whils ‘speaking in England
boford 8" gathering of jourmilists ‘at’the conelusion
of his' ‘Indisd tour, Lord Baden-Powell indulged
‘it "Cheap atid ingultting  jibek 'at’ the' “eost of India.

* *.

| 'He found,” ‘it scémai, that ihe 1adians Ya¢k' chatracter
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and hopesty. Trying to provide a striking streamer-
lind’ for the yellow journals of England, he declared
that' one of ‘tHe difficuities he met with in India was
that there wis no word for “ honour ” in Hindustani.
We do not know what qualifications Lord Baden-
Powell possesses asa linguist, but if his knowledge
of our languages is commensurate with his sense of
gratitude, it 'must be infinitesimal indeed ! '
o R . » *

HERE is a man who goees round this country re-
eoiving hospitality and courtesy at the hands of the
people, enjoying Government hospitality and adula-
tion from the youth of the coun:ry, and the moment
he turns his back on us and finds that there is a con-
venient stratch of gix thousand milés of water
between himself and the people he is maligning
he libels them with unashamed impudence befors a
gathering which was collected to broadeast hia speech
all over the world, Whether such a person, however
great his services to his own country, is entitled to
spaak about honour at all is a moot question, but
evan from a politic point of view, he ghould have
realised thaf his speech was not going to endear the
B. P. scouts to Indians. As it is, the existence of
that movement is entirely due to the artificial
respiration which it gets from official patronage from
time fo tims, Anyone whohas studied the growth of the
Seva Samiti Boy Scout organisation and the attempts
made by officials todefeat it and to bolster up the
B. P.scouts in U P. will bear testimony to the already
waning popularity of the Baden-Powell scouts. The
authorities of this movement, if they desire to keep
their work going, will do themselyes a good turn if
they hast n to dissociate themselves from their
Chief’s asnile views. As for the general publie, we
are sure it will draw its own conclusions and adopt
a right attitude towards an organisation which is

dominatad by men of such mentality.
* *

Resignation or Dismissal ?

MR. T. R. VENKATARAMA SASTRI has examined
at greater length than before the difference between
these two alt:rnative ways of reducing to a minimum
the interference of the Governor in the administra-
tion. As we said before, Mr., Sastri’s views are
identical with ours. He says: _

The insisteuce on dismissal in preference to resignation,

-with all daference to those who insist on it, appears to me
to be based on s misunderstanding and requires further
oconsideration. Dismissal involves, no doubt, the responsibi-
lity and the daty of explanation to the public why that
extreme Step was taken, But resignation of the Ministera
involves exactly the same responsibility and the duty of
explanation why he preferred to accept their resignation
rather than yield to their demands. I[n hoth cases, the
Ministers must explain their demand to which the Governor
did not accede. The charge on the one side and the
defense on the other, before the bar of public opinion,
comes at the end. Behind the scenes, thers have already
been consultation, discussion, explanation of the point of
view of each to the other, and a final breach before which
the Governor hay said, “I cannot yield; you resign if you
like". What ig that but a dismissal? Does the Governor
owe less explanation for driving the Ministers to resigna-
tion than for a dismissal order of his own, or does he
inour less responsibility for the course of events ? Do the
Ministers owe less explanation for baving driven the
Governor to a dismissal of Ministera than for tendering
their resignation? In each case, the point of differe:.ce
whioh led to resignation or dismissal will be the subject
of appaal to the opinion of the country, so long as publio
opinion i3 with the Minjsters, how does the consequence

vary aooording as it ia resignasion or ‘dismissal ¥

The more trivial the mattser on whioh the Ministers have
been dlamissed or driven o resignasion, the more complete

and irrefutable 'will be the proof that the Government of
Iudia Act needs to be revised, The Indian demand will be
unanimons and ingistent on suocb revision, and the reason-
able section of British and foreign opinion, in so far as it
matters, will be convinced that the Aot does not confer
that responsibility whioh it is claimed to havereally
confarred. i

® . »
Mr. Dravid's Rural Work in Berar.

THE following appears in the annual report
of the C. P. and Berar Branch of the Red Cross
Society for 1936 :

-The most gratifying foaturs of the year under raview

ig the development of tire Rural Welfare Centre at
Shendurjana which is run by the Servants of India Society,
with the co-operation of the Indian Red Cross Society,
District Branch, Amraoti, and managed by Mr. Dravid, its
senior member. Thapks tothe emergy, entbusiasm and
tact of Mr. Dravid, this Centre whioch was started swo
years ago is already established on a sound basis and is
becomiog increasingly popular in the group of villages that
it serves. With the help of a generous grant from the Silver
Jubilee Fund, a2 mew building for a welfare centrs and
maternity home with quarters for a health worker has been

provided. The foundation of the building was laid last.

August by His Excellency the Governor of the Central
Provinces. The building has now been completed and was
formally dpened !ast November by Mrs Trivedi, wife of the
Commissioner of Berar. The new maternity home will be
a great boon to the village of Shendurjana and the neigh-
bouring villages. It will also serve as a eentre for the
training “of village dais and will enable them to do their
practical work under conditions whioch will be an object
lesson to them, The difficulties which beset welfare work
in roral areas are fur greater than in urban areas.
Conditions differ and welfare service has to be organised
to meet those conditions, The experience gained at
Shendurjana will be invaluable for the purpose of organising
rural welfare work and Shendurjana will be & model for
the rural districts of the province. It is hopad that in
future the students under training at the health school
will spend a short time at S8hendurjana and work under the
direction of the local health worker. This will give them
a practijcal acqnaintance with the charaoter and organisa-
tion of rural welfare work.

* P *
India & 1mperial Conterence.

A REPRESENTATION has been submitied to
Government by the Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry in which they are urged
£0 secure the presence at the forthcoming Imperial
Conference, which opens in London on the 14th inst.
of repredentative non-official Indians having am in-
timate knowledge of problems connected with Indian
industry, trade and suipping. It is to be noted
that the Federation does not want these Indians to
form part of the official Indian delegation to the
Conferenca whose personnel is already made public.
What it desires -is that they should be enabled to
attend the Conference so as “ to enable the delega~
tion to have an intellizent and effectual participa-
tion ™ in the deliberations of the Conference. It isa
very modest request which is made by the Federa~
tion with which Government should find it possi-
ble to comply, if they have not already done so.

* * +*

BUT the representation doss not stop with press-
ing for the presence of such Indians at the Con-
ference. It makes suggestions having a close
bearing on the Conference’s work  which, if accept-
ed, would undoubtedly redound to the benefit of
this country. The first one.relates to the nego-
tiation of trade treaties with foreign. countries.
In this matter India has been allowed some lati-

[N
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tude. The Indo-Japanese agreement was, it is true,
signed in Loodon by the Foreign Secretary and
the India Becretary, but non-official Indian opinion
was called into close consultation at all" stages
preceding the conclueion of the agreement. The
Federation ig anxious that this concession should
not be non-existent with the introduction of the
new constitution which reserves External Affairs

for administration by the Govérner General in his.

discretion. ©* As a matter of fact the Federation
hag pet ite heart upon an advance in this position,
In this connection it may be stated that the Fede-
ration attaches special value to the opening of
Indian Consular offices in foreigm countries if the
Federal Government is suocessfully to negotiate
trade treaties with them and the Dominions, Simi-
larly, the Federation would aiso like greater von-
stitutional liberty, secured .to India, of conducting
direct trade negotjations with all Empire and non-
Empirs countries,
' L ] * K

IT is also spuggested that the problem of India's
heavy defence expenditure be raised at the Confe-
rence, In this matter India's complaint, as is well
known, is that a comparatively heavier burden is
‘thrust upon her which is not justified by considera-
tions of justice and equity, apart frgm the faot
that it has no relation to its economie capacity.

It would certainly be a good thing if "the Confe-

rence could be induced to review the problem of
expenditure of imperial defence so as to reallocate
the share of such expenditure as between India
and the different parls of the Empire in a manner
which could be called really fair aund just. That
any relief from her present intolerable burden of
military expenditure would be ,beartily welcomed
all over the land neceds no sayiog, as it would
release conaiderable sums for the’ development of
nation-building services which are, under present

conditions, complstely starved.
» * *

Manutacture of Quinine.

. S0 the problem of indigenous manufacture of
quinine and of a raduction in its price so as to suit
all pockets iz going to be seriously tackled in the
noar future, This was the upshot of the discussion
raiged on the subject by Mr. P. N. Sapru in the upper
Houss of the Indian Legislature. His resclution asked
Government to check the malaria scourge by giving
encouragement to the indigenous manufacturs of
quinine and by cheapening the' drug. It was
announced by Government that the question would
be carefully gore into by the recently constituted
Central Health Board at its meeting to be held at
the close of this month. .

» » *

THE facts connected with the quinine situation
as stated by Mr Sapru are well known and may here
be brigﬂg referred to. Malariastakes a toll of at least
one million lives every year, the mortality going up
by 50 per cent, in case of epidemics. What we have
in mind here is the mortality diractly traceable to

malaria. If to this is added the nunyber of déathis dhe
to lowering of vitality brought about 'by continued
malarial attacks, the fotal malaria mortality, it is
believed by experts, would. be veéry meariy two
millions. But steggering as this figure is, {he aum-
ber of sufferers from malaria s several times larger.
It is estimated to vary between 100 and 200 milliung
overy year. And the tragedy of the situation is that
only one-tenth of these malaria patients receive any
treatment at all. ) T AT
* * * . ' ]
QUININE 18 a well-recognised anti-malaria
remedy. But, as Mr, Sapru pointed out, its consump-
gion in this country is very low. India consumes
only 314 grains of quinine per head as compared to
16 grains for Italy and 24 grains for Greece. This is
not surprisiog in view of the high price of the drug.
The.remedy is, instead of depending upon imports, to
arrange for the local manufacture of the drug om
such an extensive peale that it could be priced low
enough even for people of limited means, in other
words to make the country self-sufficient in respect of
its quinine requirements, It is to be noted that our
present production of quinine is oniy about 70,000
1bs. sompared to our total estimated requirements of
over 9,00,000 1bs. We hope the problem will be
examined by the Central Health Board in all its
aspeuts with a will to hammer out a satisfactory
solution, ‘ ‘
% * -
Scandalous.

- IN our obituary notice of Mr. J. M. Adhikary, &
brother of Dr. Adhikary of the Mecrut conspiracy
fame, the point was stressed that his death was the
result of bureaucratic delay, and that he might have
been spared longer if facilities for proper medical
treatment had been made available to him before it
was too late, A similar cass from Bangal is brought
to - light in the lateat bi-weekly bulletin of the Indian
Civil Liberties Union. An internes by name Mr
Rajani Kanta Pramanik, B. L, has been suffering
from colic pain which makes life a burden to him,
An X-ray examination has been rscommendad not
only by his own medical attendant but even by the
polica officer hims:lf, : Facilities for puch exami-
nation. not being available in the place in which
he is detained, he made repeated applications to
Government to be allowed to go to Culeutta for the
purpoge. But it is strange that i such applications
have been consistently turned down, ' -

L LK »

. THE gequel is easy to imagine, The dissass re-
mains um_ilagnosed and the patient's health goes on
suffering increasing impairment with every day that
passes without the examination being arranged for,
As a matter of fact it is generally expected that a.
physical callapse is impending, All this has, however,
left the Government unmoved. They have yet shown
no sign ejther of permitting him to procaed to Culentta
or of arranging for an X-ray examination locully.
1f the worst happens how could anybody be blamed
if he visits the sin on the Government's inconsi-
derato attitude ? : '

- THE SONYA MARUTI DISPUTE.

THE Sonya Maruti affair in Poona took a grave

turn on Friduy last when the police made a

lathi oharge on the peaceful procession which
was escorting Mr. L, B. Bhopatkar, leader of the
Demoocratic Swuraj Party, to the temple where he
offered satyagraha by ringing the emall ball in the
temple a8 8 protest against the Distriot Magistrate's

order. The growing numbsr of arrests in this sonneo-
tion, which includes leaders like Mr. N. G, Kelkar, the
eminest position of some satyagrahis and the Jathi
charge incident should give the Government of
Bombay- grave concern. The question, had it been
handled without the nervous funk which was dis-
played by the Pdona authorities in the matter, could

V4
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Bave been réso'l'ved wfﬁhoﬂt tduding harm tb thib
pea.ceful réiat.lons bétween {',he Hlndué and ‘the
Musluns "the District, Maglst.mte of Poona comm1nted
an mltlal mistake by not only prohlhltmg religious
festivdl ceremonies in aud arouﬂd ‘te temple; bub
ih’c fuditig in'the Hat bf brohlbtt;lohs the snhblb nhgxdé

{4d small bell ih the temple, whlch Torins, asany |

ﬁmdu wou]d testlfy, an mtegral pa.rl; of the ordma.r'y
everyday darshan ceremony. Those who have seen
the temple ars surprised. that suck & miriature
structure and swch a smdll béll should becorhe 'the
cﬂHt.re of deute a.nklety both to the Goveruhant a.nd
tHe publio. As far a3 the nugm of the I)eli
concerned we can testlfy to the faot t.hat it ig hardly
heard bayond a few feet even when the strest is quict,
Wheti it is érowded, as it asually 15, £Hé tinkle of fhe
bell 4s hardly, ndtm"abile IF the Muslims Tdtlly
apprehend 1.hat'. ﬁhelr praye;s w:,Il be alsiur'{)ed i)y
tha.t faint nkhng, and not by the bla.re of, gramo-
phoziph hoot ¢f horns. ard the inmmmerable ‘other
foisezs which ereaté a din on that busy Ehoroudhfa,re’
their #upra-sensitiveness to the noiie of & bel? must
B rémarkable indetd |

It is worth while to recount here the event.s
which led up to the deplorable communal riots last
gear. The road-building activities of the Poona
mumclpa.hty brought both the mosque and the temple
on the same wide road. In addition to thils they Yeft
a vacant plot adjoining the mosque, "bvhlch the mosque
adthontlﬂs degired to deqr ire. An apphca.uqn to thag
efoct was made to the Poona municipality which
decided; with the concurrence of the Hihdu and
Muslim mernbers of the municipality, 6 grant the
plot to the mosque 6n & nominal rerit but with thé k-
ﬁres: Stlpuiatlon that as the acqu:sxtlon d‘ ;the pl,oi;
broua'ht the mosque nearer the Sonya Marut.; temple,
the M_usllms must respect the established rights ot the
Hindus as regards worship dnd fdstivals it £hs tenipls
and rilise no objection at eny futaré. da(;e to their
exerbmng it. This vé sensxble arra.ngemenf. whlcn,
lt was hoped, wonld prove a healt.hy precedent in
settling Hindu-Muslim questions, failed, it is signi-
ficant to nota, bzcauss of the Commissioner who
refused to sanction a conditional grant and reférred
the questlon back to the munitipality, This rafusal
obviously meant efther thut'the Caritnlsdibitet hild rio
faith {0 the buna fides of thi Mus1!iﬂ 1eaders who
digreed td the gonditldn and app;ehended trouble in
the frture due to the proxumty of the twa places bf
worship; or that he was persiraded ¢ object tb ths
conflition by some Mudlims -who went Vahind
the agrediment and é.ppr'”hed Hith, Ths mianl
clpdlity refiisel ¥o grant the plot without the pre-
cautionary condition for obvmus reasong, But the
publie discussions of the matter had already glven
risa exactly to that staka'of febliig dndong thd Mus:
1ims which the Commissioner apparently degired to

avold, Theéy toble tiiié Uy tha féralbek dnd bbjbotad to'

thé Hindus perforniing ths dvnudl Fdstival in 4h
arvinid the temple} did the Pbua exbountive authori-
tlos, @ith chargetaristic haste, prodiulgaté dn oi-der
prohibHing the festival. The Hindidy, be it ndted i
faitness to them, obéyed the order bt ontidued thelr
elutts to got It risoinded Wbl ds 4 touipromish fo

the Lirtfe betd, agresd to taldbriata tho liist dey of i;hk
fostival with only 8oft ‘music nd without wtllising
the lohder and somewhat harsher musical lnstrumenh
used in the Indian band. But the mischief was done
abd the Muslims took the vffensive, resﬂlting inthe
regrettable ribt which fs & matter of history ho¥.

1t wili be g peen from the above that the sensible
e"lements in both the commumﬁlas were agreen.bla to
respect the Hindu rights, that the Hindus, before their
fotlings wére exdcdrbated, shdwed a (hSpOsitmh to
dccommodate the Mislims b# eliminating loud musiva)
1ﬁs't1:uments from ﬁhe festival ‘énd ‘that, but for the
nt.les. that arra.nkembnt m1ghf. hdve led *to & happy
precedént of ‘mutiial foleration and ddobmmodation
bifdesn these tohb comMmAbnitits th Pood, Ul
fortunately, today neither party is in an acconimo-
dating mood, the Musllms la.rgely because of the -
mdﬂ'ééb hd?aht go i,’f}.ey Have déeuted brtlrély t.hrough
obsf.macy a.nﬁ g mdus an f. e reactlon ot’ a self~
nespectmg commumty in sheer exasperation of
theﬁvwlatlon of what they beliéve to be thelr religicis
righits

Pt wh ha.via fio IIésiﬂa t0 Zo mto t.he reilglous
a.specf of Hla cade ai I, for rehgmn, a9 xb ia under-
atood now—a—da.ys, geems to, give a strange twist to the
cofnmonsensé of people We ¥iew the dispute puraly
frotn tho standpoint of t.hé clvft: ights ahd responsi-
Bitities of a qitlzeh whet. er Hindu or Muslnn Tho
quesﬁlon that has to be reso ved ijs whether the Sonya
Maruti temple was bemg uged by the Hindus befére
last year, when the riotd took pldce, 4s & plaoce bf

_publid woiship aid Whbtier the aﬂnﬂhl febtival,
| which is the cause of the h-ouble, was bemg held

there with all the accompanying ceremonies and
whether before last year the prayers in tha tosgue,
thicty yards or go off were distarbed dnd whéthér the
M”Psllms obie?:%}l to the cbrel’%?ﬂleﬁ gl %.hese 'ye‘:i‘rk

Ks fa.r as one can Judge in puc mat.ters, it is beyond

' dxspute that the annifal § festlval at the Sorya Martrii

temple whs hn occadion'for festivitics 8f 4 conpidek-
dbla magnitids snd that e Muslims ligd 1%, objadted
t8 theth. Bdwéver, | & How situation can be sa.ld {0 have
béen crea.ted by the const.ructmn of the Liaxmi Road,
wfnch has brought both the temple and the mosque

on the -shme road withid visible diftabich The
. Muslims now clann as we sa.ld above, f.hﬁt bn ‘ebtitit

of the removal of the lntervemng giructures, the
noiss of the drifual fehtivdl at the 'l:emplé hid ‘tome
to cbn‘étﬂ.h{:lé & ﬂmttii'bdncé to thelr prayérs. 'I’hai‘. fhey
hats ot g gona t.o ﬁhe civil court. o hava the questlon
declciea Sesms ‘to strengthen the Hindu contention
that they had fib right ik the matter. In fack, we
believe that custom and usage, which in law more
often than not decidae the oivic rights of a community
id & mattéh Ike'thls, dro strdnly‘on the side of the
Hindus in the present dispute. What the Muslims
'wa.nt is i,ha crea.tion of a new rlghl: for t.heu- _gonvé-

‘nience an t. ey would ha.ve baen qult.e Justlﬁed if
‘they Bad gone aboul; it In a goneiliatory manner and
‘réquested  the auhhontms of .the Hindu temple to-

aocommo&qte t.ham 1t th\e hlndus had dlsplq.yed an

funrea’.sonable a.ttltude, pubhq By mpat.hy would then

-

-have been in favour of the Muslims.
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Taking into consideration all these facts, we feel
that the duty of the Government is olear. They must
not allow themselves $o be bullied by any commu-
nity, whether a majority or & minority. A threat
to the peace of the town by one section or the other
must be avoided not by allowing one or the other
successfully to prevent the exercise of its acknowledg-
ed righta but by enforeing the law' with unhesitating
determination. If the impression gains ground that
any community might tyrannise over another by the
simple process of a threat of a breach of peace, the
meaning of government is lost and we go back
to the jungle law, The executive authorities of Poona,
we are afraid, are, taking the short and easy path of
suspending the ecitizen's rights and to all intents and
purposes prejudging the issue, - If a question of eivil
right ininvolved the courts are open to judge the dis-
pute. It is none of the business of the exeoutive autho-
rities to disturb settled customs and usages to save
themselves trouble, which in the end, as events have
proved, they do not succeed in doing. The Govern-
ment commuique, issued on the 6th instant talks of
taking * the earliest opportunity of examining the
whole question in co-operation with all the interests
affected 8o that an agreed settlement may, if possible,
be reached.” We wonder why it took Government all
these days and all this irritation and harassment of
the public to reach this decision The communique
further states that “if their (the Government's)
efforts are not suceessful, it will be necessary for
them to come to their own conclusions as to the
merita of the dispute and to assure all concerned
such rights and privileges as may be determined, *
This decision could have been taken long before the
festival days arrived. Or are we to believe that the
local authorities are so divorced from ocontact with
the public that they did not foresee this trouble
except on the eve of the festival? What we would
like to know Is whether any efforts were started dur-
ing this year under official auspices to settle the dis-
pute, whether any community was found unwilling
to ccoperate in such efforts and why, failing an agre-
-ed compromise during the last year, Government did
not advise the aggrieved party to go to & civil
court and get its rights adjudged? And why did
Goverament deviate from their usnal practice of main-
taining the sfafus quo and gave virtually an ex parte
decision againgt the Hindus? To us it seems obvious
that whoever was responsible for the handling of this
affair last year and this year is singularly lacking in
the knowledge of mass psychology if he believed that
his order was not a direct invitation to one party to
‘break it and to the other to consider it as an indireot
#noouragement to bullying tactics. Under the oiroum-
stanoes we are afraid that Government cannot avoid
coming to * their own conolusion,™ as the atmosphere
fo hardly oonducive to the cooperation which the
Government require if the promised inquiry is
to achieve any measure of agreement ‘We would,
howsver, be the last to discourage any such attempt

and we urge both the communitiees to consider
that aa it is not possible for them te live in ‘mutually
antagonistic camps forever, the socner .they . agree
to a cowmpromise the better for both,of them.

We cannot but refer in the end to the lathi charge
on the public last Friday morning. We should
be failing in our duty if we did not record our protest
against this unjustifiable show of bruatality by the
police, We have had the evidence of eye-witnesses
of unimpeachable impartiality who tell us that
the lathi charge was entirely unprovoked and that
the general behaviour of the subordinate polica offici-
als stationed nearabout the tempie was and is such- as
to irritate and annoy perfectly inoffensive and peace-
ful passers-by. The conduct of the public and the
satyagrahis has been such as to satisfy even the
rigid standards of Mahatma Gandhi himsslf. I
preoludes any charge of unruliness on their part, and
we hope Government will not fail to instifute a
publie inquiry inte the lathi charge incident also.
‘We are afraid that the general handling of the Sonya
Maruti affair is hardly a eredit to the coolheadedness
or right understanding of “the men on the spot ™.
If the inquiry revealed either overzeal or undue
nervousness, on the part ef any official or officials,
Government must not hesitate to deal with them in
an adequate manner,

Upon our Muslim friends who, we are afraid,
have not ag yet given enough thought to the very
serioug consequences of their obstinacy, we would
urge the consideration of what we wrote in these
columng almost exactly a year ago:

We should be the last to be acoused of any intention to
inoite the Hindus against the Muslims or ‘of any anti-
Muslims bias. But we cannot help feeling that in thé
Sonya Maruti affair the Muslims allowed their religions
zeal to get the better of their judgment and disorstion.
If musje in the temple, even if played outside their prayer

. hours, is to wound their susceptibilties, musie in connestion
with marriage or other ceremonies played at all odd hours
by private persons living roundabout mosques must be
supposed to have an equally disturbing effect” on their
mentality. Are the Muslims then going to be so unreason-
able as to ask for the absolute stoppage of all such musio ?

They ought not to gradge to other communities the same

freedom in matters of religion that they demand for

themselves,

THE ASSURANCE CONTROVERSY..

CURIOUSLY enough, Lord Snell in his question in-
' the House of Lords concerning the political

impasse did not ask Lord Zetiand whether he
was prepared to agree to the procedure proposed by
Mahatma Gandhi and acoepted by the Working
Committee with a view to ensure that no undue
interference would take place with the Ministers, the
procedure, namely, that the Governor should make
himself responsible for the dismissal of the Ministers
whenever in his opinion any occasion for interfer
ence arises instead of leaving it to the Ministers to
tender resignation of office, The whole controversy
has now narrowed itself to this: resignation or dis-
missal, and neither Lord Snell put a question on this
specific issue to Lord Zetland nor did Lord Zetland
take oceasion to answer it.

His answer only dota the i’s and orosses the t'
of his previous stutements, So far as this dotting
and ocrossing goes, it has given general aatisfaction
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Everyone from Mahatma Gandhi downwards thinks
that the tone of Lord Zetland's speech on this
occasion was better than on the previous occasion.
What, however, does matter is the substance of
the speech rather than the manner of making it
and so far as the substance is concerned, things
have not advanced any further. This is not to say
that the epeech was unsatisfactory. It reproduced
textually the statement contained in Mr., Butler's
speech which has given general satisfaction, viz,
“His Majesty’s Government have no intention of
countenancing the use of the special powers for
other than the purposes for which Parliament
intended them, It is certainly not the intention
that the Governors, by a narrow or legalistic
interpretation of their own respomsibilities, should
trench upon their wide powers which was the purpcse
of Parliament to place in the hands of the Ministers
and whieh it is our desire they should use in further-
ance of the programme which they advocated.” It
is clear that these words first used by the Under-
Secretary were given him by the Secretary, and there
was at no time reason for complaint that while
Mr. Butler was conciliatory, Lord Zetland was
obstructive.

But the assurance given by Mr. Butler and
repeatéd now by the Marquis of Zetland, while
admitted as going a long way, does not give entire
satisfaction to the Congress and is considered to be
inadequate. It would appear from the statement
made by the Congress authorities that nothing would:
please them except an assurance that no interference
shall take place unless previously the Ministers are
dismissed from office. As the Government's views on
this proposal are not yet known, there is no means of
finding out whether a way ouf of the impasse can be
found. Whatever non-Congressmen may think of the
necessity or utility of this particular form of assur-
‘ance, it is certainly free from the objection originally
taken to it. It would not be comnstitutionally im-
possible for the Governors to give the assurance, and
“in giving it they would nof surrender anything to
the Congress which, in the circumstance of the large
majorities which the Congress commands in the
‘legislature, they would not be compelled to surrender
anyhow. Why should a personal contact between
the Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi be at all necessary
3n order that the Government may be enabled to
decide whether such assurance should be given ornot?
There is nothing ambiguous about the assurance.
The Government can come to a oonclusion on this
point independently, and they must come to a conclu-
sion early if the existing tension is to be relaxed.

Some of the strongest advocates of the Congress
demand for an assurance are sometimes found to
make upnecessery and even damaging admissions:
For instance, Mr. Rajagopalachariar says: “ The
only correct way of working out responsibility, either
for the whole of India or for a province within a
limited sphere is . .. ‘Do not interfere if you keep a
man in office as Minister, but dismiss him if he

neglects the primary functions of government.' Allow-
ing peace and tranquillity to be disturbed, oppress-
ing minorities or making unfair .discrimination
bstween one class of citizens and ancother ars grounds
for immediate removal, "

From this statement one would gain the impres-
sion that even under a system of full responsibility
the Ministers can be removed by the Governor -if, in
the latter’s opinion (and this is important), the
Ministere do anything calculated to disturb peacs,
ill-treat minorities, or discriminate between one
gection of people and another. If we had unlimited
provincial autonomy, instead of the limited one that
the Act purports to give, the Ministers would be
allowed to go their way, unhampered by the Governor
even if the Governor felt that “the primary functions
of government " were neglected. Under full demo-
cracy the Ministry in the first instance and the
legislature and the electorate in the gecond would be
the judge of this, and not the Governor.

In order to enlist the support of the minorities
an admission is often made by Congressmen that if
any minority was really in danger of oppression the
Governor would be entitled to intervense, and the only
foar they entertain on the point is that the Governor
will intervene even where there is no question of
oppression. It is, however, well to remember in this
connexion that, even in genuine cases of oppression
of minorities, the Governor would not have the power
of interference in a constitution of full-fledged self-
government. Cases of such oppression frequently
occur, and the only remedy that free countries have
is an appeal to the country. If the electorate too is
in amood to oppress, the minority has no recourse
but to submitb or to revolt.

Take, for instance, the position of Catholics in
tbe Canadian Province of Ontario in the matter of
education. It is & long-standing complaint of the
Catholics in this Province that they -receive step-
motherly treatment from the Protestant majority in
the matter of grants-in-aid for their education. Only
last year things took a furn for the better, for an Act
was passed at the time whereby Catholic schools in
the Province were given a more equitable distribution
of corporation taxes. But this year again tha Act
has been repealed, thus reverting to the utterly un-
catisfactory state of things that existed all theee
years.

« Oatholic Quebeec has taken good care of Protest-
ant and Jewish school-children throughout the
Province since 1869, Alberfa and Saskatchewan,
neutral Provinces as regards religion, have liberal
provisions for school minorities But the Protestant
majority of Ontario has intolerantly refused to
hearken to the representations made by the Catholic
minority every one of the past seventy years. * The
repeal of last year's Act giving a better deal to
Catholic sohools was due to Premier Hepburn, whose
chief reason for the abolition of this better system of
allooating funds was the extreme unpopularity of the



‘MAY 13, 1937,

THE SERVANT OF IND1A T2

systern. with the majority community. He said: “I
is my responsibility now fo forestall at whatever cost
the possibility of a religious war in our Province. ”
A Catholic paper, commenting on this utterance, says
‘that the Premier might well have added, “ I sacrifice

the Catholic minority to satisfly the Protestant |

majority. "
Weo will not of oourse ocountenance, either ex-
 pressly or by implication, any policy likely to hurt
the interests of & minority anywhere, but the point
- that is of immediate application here is that in a fully
- developed democracy a majority has the legal right
to oppress a minority which none can take away, and
that the political organisation provides no remedy
againgt such possible oppression except the doubtful
- expedient of the mincrity converting the majority to
its views. In Ontario the Catholics cannot tun to
the Governor over the head of the Prime Minister
and say : Protect us from this oppression. Nor can
the Qovernor veto the repeal or say to the Prime
Minister : Take back this measure or I will dismiss
you.

If Mahautma Gandhi now offers to submit to a
dismigaal of the Ministry by the (overnor when,
according to his judgment, any minority is given
scurvy treatment, he does so because he recognises
that the provincial autonomy contained in the Act is
Jimited by the rafoguards. He does not ask for full
provincial autonomy, but only for a certain device
which ia his opinion will secure the Minisiry against
voxatious interferemce by the Governor. But we
should remember that, even if this device is agreed to
by the Government and however great its efficacy
may prove, we shall siill have in the best of ciroum-
stances only partial self-government in the Provinces
under the present Act,

THE JUTE STRIKE SETTLEMENT.

HE Bengal jute workers® strike has been called off

as a result of disougsions betwesn the strike lead-

ers and the Bangal Government, Commenting on

the strike In our last issue we olserved that the re-
fusal of the Liabour Minister to recognise the Strike
Committes and to deal with the leaders of the
strikers can lead to nothing but a stiffening of the
attitude of the workers. Itis gratifying to note that
the Bengal Ministry realised the folly of the Labour
Minister in time with the result thak the jute
industry has been saved from ocertain ruin. The jute
ptrike was a result of smouldering discontent and
assumed huge proportions during the last two weeks.
It is obvolous that both the Government and the
employers were misled into believing that the strike
would not affect as large a number of mills as it
eventually did and ' decided upon a trench warfare.
No cther reason can explain the sudden change in
the attitude of the Minister of Labour within the
short time of a week. Only a week ago he had declared
that he did not desire to negotiate with the Strike
Committes, and that he would deal with the strikers
direct. A few days after we find the very leaders

whom he denounced as politicians masking thefr anti-
Ministry activities under labour leadership being
invited to his house for a discussion of the strike
gituation,

There is no doubt that this was the result of the
solidarity displayed by the workers in the jute mills,
and it is certainly creditable to the Government that
they refused to stand on considerations of prestige

 when they realised that the situation was serious and

did not hesitate to offer an invitation to the very

people whom they had tried to discredit in the oyes

of the workers. The terms of the settlement show
that the strikers have gone back to work almost on
their own terms, a rare end of a strike in India. The
terms of gettlement include (1) no victimization of
workers for participation in the strike; (2) recogni-

' tion of the workers’ trade union; (3) a liberal -

policy to be followed regarding all cases arising out
of the strike; (4) thorough investigation into the.
questions of the wages and other grievances of jute
workers; (5) the withdrawal of the prohibitory
orders under section 144 Cr P. C. It will be seen that
the workers have won all along the line as far as
the terms of settlement go, but the enforcement of
these terms depends on the patience and goodwill of
the Government which should be held responsible for
their proper administration, For the strikers have
not succeeded in getting a wage inorease, but only a

* promise of an inquiry into the justice of their demand

for it. The wage inquiry shall be the touchstone of
the bona fides of the intentions of the Government as
welias the employers and it will be awaited with
interest all over the country.

There are certain aspects of this dispute, how-
ever, which merit reference, It will be recalied that
both the Government spokesman and the employers
took an obstinate view of the situation at fhe begin-
ning. The Labour Minister, Mz, Surbawardy, for
instance, declared that he for himself found no eco- -
romic basis for the strike and openly charged his
political opponents with using the strike weapon to
discredit him and the Bengal Ministry. He claimed
that ander the new dispensation whers the Ministers
were the spokesmen of the people strikes were “mean-
ingless and unjustifiable.” Fortunaiely for the
working olass movement in India, the strikers stood
firm and in spite of great sufferings and provocation
compelled the Bengal Ministry to climb down from
their high horse, The Prime Minister of Bengal,
Mr, Hugq, declared on May 35, only two days before
the strike was called off, that “ the real nature of the
gameof these well-wishers of labour, who are
fomenting the strike, is quite apparent. There has
not been anything like a real economic basis for
these strikes and now at any rate they are admittedly
being used by communist leaders to pave the way for
a revolution in India." Mr. Huq then “warned” the
strikers for allowing their representatives to invite
Pandit Jawaharlal * instead of discussing the situa-
tion with the Ministers who have been working un-
ceasingly to bring about peace.”” The interesting
part of this affair comes in when, only two days after, .
the Bengal Prime ‘Minister solemnly declared that
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* many 'of the grievances of the labourers are such as
ocan reasonably be admifted to be genuine...Some
. however of the demands of the labourers are such as
_require careful investigation and negotiation before
they can be satisfactorily dealt with. The question
of wages is one of them, Then there are the powers
of the sardars and the overseers in matters of appoini-
ment and dismissal which have given rise to grave
abuse.” The layman might be pardoned if he asked
how a strike, which had no economic basis at all only
a couple of days ago, became all ofa sudden one
which required an inquiry into reasons which can
“reasonably be admitted as genuine.” The leader of
the Bengal Ministry can alone justify these contra-
dictory statements coming over each other's heel. To
say the least, it looks as if the Bengal Ministry has
‘been following a hand-to-mouth policy as regards the
dispute like the employers who follow the well-known
method of starving the sirikers out of their
demands.
But reason, at whatever time and through what-
ever pressure it arrives, is commendable and the
readiness of the Bengal Ministry to admit the hard
realities of the situation and to devise ways and
means to get the strike settled as quickly as they
. could does merit commendation. We are not interest-
ed in discrediting the Bengal Ministry, as it alleges
some people are, and we shall certainly welcome any
advantage that they can confer on the workers. We,
therefore, echo the sentiments of Mr. Huq and ap-
peal to tho strikers and those interested in them to
* give Government a chance of helping labour to
get its due.” At the same time Mr. Huq would do
well to remember that although the leaders of the
strike may not belong f{o his party they have the
groat sanction of the workers’ strength behind them
and it would serve no purpose by trying to break
their influence by clumsy methods such as those
adopted by his oolleague in the Cabinet, Mr. Surha-
wardy, the Labour Minister. If Government has a
genuine desire o give a square deal to the worker,
temporary and makeshift compromises cannot help.
The whole basis of the industrial organisation in the
jute area must be overhauled. The wpages of the
evidence submitted to the Labour Commission in
behalf of the jute workers would provide the Bengal
Minigtry enough material as to what kind of ap-
proach to his problem the worker will appreciate and
we hope no time will be lost in setting up an inquiry

which will command the confidence of the jute
workers,
REACTIONS TO NEHRU-JINNAH

CONTROVERSY.

HE issues in controversy between Mr, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Mr. M. A. Jinnah have considerably
ocoupied the Indian press. We dealt in these

columns some time back with the statements of both
these leaders. But it is interesting to dwell on the

divergent views expressed by the presson this con- .

troversy which hag been further augmented by an
ndditional exchangs of statements between Mr. Nehru

‘and Mr, Jinnah. Replying to Mr. Jinnah's rejoin'dar '

N T " " P
to his statement, Mr. Nehru again maiqtginé that
“ the cleavages of political and economic opinion are
rightly represented by political and economic parties
in public life, but to form religious or communal
parties which also dabble in political and economic
matters cuts across the real cleavages of opinion on
live issues and thus is an unreal party in the political
sense.” Mr. Nehrn's charge that the Muslin League
cannot be called a real political party  at all as it
comprises men whose - political views range from
the extreme left to the extreme right, .is refuted by
the Pioneer which asks: “Is it not true to say that
in the Congress ranks also are Socialists, Communists,
Liberals, Anti-Socialists etc.,—in fact as heterogeneous
a crowd as one may hope to meet in any. communal
party ?. . .. There are Congressmen among the leaders
and in the rank and file who are no less .communal-
minded than some leaders and members of purely
communal organisations.” The papsr. wishes to
advise Mr. Nehru that “if it does not necessarily
follow that those who profess the same faith will hold
the same political opinions, it is equally true that all
members of a particular class of society do not in-
evitably gravitate into the same political or economic
compartment. The ‘class warfare’ theory assumes-
that men are capable of adopting only one version of
their interest and that, having adopted it, they move
fatally to realise it. It is a false assumption. ”

The gravamen of the Pioneer's disapproval of
Mr. Nehru's statement is its opposition to the class
theory of economic warfare. The Tribune on the other
hand emphasises that aspect of Mr. Nehru's state-
ment which alludes to the identity of the ecomomic
and political interests of the citizens of a State irres-
pective of creed or caste. “ Mr. Jinnahand 'other com-
munal leaders have been repeatedly challenged,” the
Tribune observes, * to point out'a single fundamental
political right or interest which they claim for their
community that is not identical with the corresponding.
political right and interest of members of other reli-
gious communities,” Freedom of speech and discus.
gion, the liberty of the press, the right of association,
freedom to move about, these and many others, the
Tribune points out, are or at least should be equally
gacred to everyome, whatever his religion. Mr.
Jinnah’s statement that the Muslim League Parly was.
a corollary to the existence of separate electorates the
Tribune characterises as “ arguing in a circle ”. For
* after all separate electorafes either owe their exis-
tence to these separate political parlies and organisa-
tions or are effects of the same cause ag these parties
and organisations, and it is ceriain that they will not
go until the mentality of which these parties and
organisations are the outcome goes.,” But the Times
of India would advise Mr. Nehru to heed what Mr.
Jinnah has to say about the privileges granted to the
French Canadians. It carries the argument further
by pointing to Great Britain itself where “a mino-
rity like the Scottish people has constitutional
guarantees preserving its own law and the indepen-
dence of many executive departments. Yet even to-
day there is a strong movement in Scotland and
‘Wales for greater independence from the majority.’”
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" The argument regardmg the posxf.lon of the ‘F" nch in:
Cnnada and the Scottlsh people in grea.t part how- :
-eyer, misses, in our gpinion, one’ grea.f factor whlon ;

places their ocaser on a dtfferent footing than
that of the Muslims in India. All- these great
borimtinitiess whith ‘profess a different calture &nd
t#aditivt than those of the majority are coneetitrated

a groat extent within cartam definita gaovraphlca‘l ‘

0

zoundanes Protection of their special -interests i
such circumstances cartamly admits of an easier
#olution thari in the oase of the Muslims ih India -

The Mussalman and the Comrade, BOLII. of Calcutta,
which are Muslim phpers professing widely divergent
vigwd, aldo comment ont the controvdrdy extengively.

Thi Mussalniah, gavé Tather adt ifigerlious réf6it - to-

Mr Nelird's c'ha.;ge that Mr. Jintah Wéé exhibiting B
thipking in tarms of medevialisti when he talked of
religivis considefations influencing politidal or
éudnriie onéy. “ By ediphasising the pblitidhl. ang
eco’ﬁomm aéﬁecté " tHe Missilminn eays; of tIm
thdian problem, Pandit awa'fh&rl'p.l t‘h‘mks in terms of
a dinsteenth century 1. 8. A politician who belmvad
that in the rofidst of diversé races Anterican hationd-
Iy could be cairved bt of cothmion potitical add
economio intérests, But Thdia s differsnt ﬂ'éth
U. 8§ A U S Aisa vast ¢ountry wilera thiere was
room for expansion of & small population. The land
was flew which had nd cultursl history.” The
Yoniriide, a Muslin Teftist ﬁdper, entérteind no dodbes
wha.tsoaver 4bout thé ™ gad adgenératmd Yoo M.
Jinnzh mtoa. perfacls communa,hs\z Tt 1sa.p1{.y ”
the paper says; “ that for sorhe time past Mr, Jinpah,
who rightly enjoys the reputation of being one of the
leodtibat intellects in dontemporary India, hag been
JeRELAMY rebortiiY: fo afgriitiverits whibh are the dotb
stoulk-i-trade ohly of those polﬁlbi&.ﬂs who try to
make good their deﬁclency in bra.ln-power and
gapheity for giving real dervice by parading them-
stlves in geadoti and out of sssson ds champiohs of
Muslmi‘ soliderity. Every progressive move: by ady
seotion of the uslim éommumty wardé a.ny
progressive section of any other commumty is p.ttacked
by thesomen as a danger to Muslim unity. We
- regret to see s man of Mr. Jinnah's intelleotual
~minence fall in line with such men, ™ -
Whatever the reactions of the office-bearers of
the Muslim League to Mr. Nehru's invitation to join
him, he who runs may see that the League is steadily
approbohing thet stage in its career when the progies-
#ivd dlomients aimong the Mimsdims will prove 4do
strong for ﬂ.a preserlt Teaders. IR frying to @rdw
fts skirts dway ftom oon‘iaot thh Eha Uongreés
the League is but refusing ta ;acogmse the ma.rch of
time, when Mr. Jmnah cannol prevent t.hq ourrent
Af riodben political and gconomic idens sweshing into
the h‘mk-vb‘atei‘s of SumMiifal bodish, Buk the eon—-
trovars‘} ra.lsea by "W, &Bhf'd' B;sllt!ss touffhin
Muslims, has also roused kean mkrest. in other ﬂli'r'nd-
rity quorters also. For ulthuugh the Muslims form
the tnust ihportant dommuunity thers are other mino-
rities who are equally dnflous to Bafeguaid

thély ;blis}ious afd - cuRtusA tdstitttivns “whom

Mr. Neliru's visws huve not Miled %o 8

f

tibi TEé Guldrdit* ot ‘Midtsb, ekeemnu “Chi
gtidn’ Jolicnal, diskiikses tHe fubitte of nifv
Yitfes' in & 'dm’pa.s_s.‘ioﬂate artiele and sithoupt
fta- views may ndt find adcipténbe with thove whisk
politfeal philogophiy is bounded by almost.'fatdlﬂslﬁ
éoticeptions of “the inbvithbiilty of the clash strugels
it puts ttis sober mmbrlt'y view for the consideration
of ‘o “political leadéra. Tt ddrifts that the optimist
Yf M7, Néhri id belfeving thet the hiddrénces b
Hfr'ldu-Mdélim unily ad not insperable fs not
infustifiable: It i not sute; however,- whethet
bittiple madé appéal - wohld rémove- tha inhereut diff
dilties éven though the” aﬂbeal'maty be Ba.de& upoh
‘a common distress that binds 211 the- pecpid of Thdsh
together. The obstacles, in the opinion of the
Guardian, are these: * Muslims are generally slack
and conservative; they ‘ure suspicions of Hindu
leaderghip; where suspicion is absent, ji is easily
aroused; Mus}im Jeaders, who speak of the speocial
interests of the Muslims thini: more of their own
‘ﬂxter. sts dnd platt sohitidts to help thernseives rather
than the Mushm maissss Whowe noedd afe iirgent
Apdit from! theke, culture, religion, oustbait have
edtablished dlﬂére'nces whith aré harmileds ﬁormal]'y
ﬁuﬁ become deep cféavagas at: times and cause much
estrangerhant,”

‘The Guardian dvés nof béha‘ve bimt .o eloser
connexmn would terid to lessen these diffe.ren{‘(.'_}%
It would rather bhrow into greater relief the diffs-
refice in miligion;. culture and custom. A llfe of
éeg*rééatimx has st risks tHen one of do-dpera-
tiod or mzxturd. Ih fact, sogrégation is ofien
resorted to as one method of énsu::mg beach
whan the disparities are stubborn and ;nca.pable
of adjustment., There is also the faot that when
a unitsd battle agaihst a comaion éneriy is fought
the desire for thé epolls is accentwatéd™ The Gun-
rdian elaborates the spoﬂs theory urffher and
doubts whethet etortomic groupings will really era.d;—
cats communhl sestionalism. Bat furthes it saya that
“ d ecotiomit sdvancertent prooseds, thére will be
contmdaliy del'naﬁds for a pro'pnr allotinent of
spo'ls gecured. After all economlo advancamant xs
self-interest on a national scale a.nd henca & gropar
division of gains would be a necessary CORSBgREnes.
This wil! be otie fhowe fore® to keap alive the serise
o ﬁéii‘a‘rat\éneg " Rébtesent!xrg, 49 16 dded to sbme
eﬁtent, the § Views of mmo‘ngies fn India, the Guardiin
viéws are entitled ta the respect of everyens , who &o-
sives to tackle this vexed dquestion, For the Mnlhms,
although the bigdest, ard not the only minwrity o
India; therd hreothidis of dondidetable vuw ber and s

o‘x’tahbe whody difficdltics, olafiis &nd ptoblems
deserve. éhe sympatﬁet‘.xo aﬁhnt’ion OF the maim'it&
communn'-les. Henoce .we oommen t'he oonclus:on
which the paper arrives at 4o the oonszderat.len of
wll public thinkera

“ The i‘ésponéﬂ o the ‘s1de of the !hinoriue& v
the Guardian says, “though assurell by reason df the
power of the drive, may be wmmg or unwilling, They
are ia 1.0 mood to sacrifios their religious aud culto-
¥ifl dghts t0 their economic jntorests. There & di—
Linktibn teliRiss aud thust be resputted. If Sheme szo
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.not pafeguarded, the fear is evoked that the majority
.eommunity may extend the principle of absorption
practised in the case of political and economic mat-
ters to concerns that do not admit of such absorption.
While pacts, sssurances and guarantees cannot be
stipulated as a prior condition for the Congress cam-
paign among the minorities, the satisfaction that
these proposals seek to secure cannot progress too far
fn its campsign without being confronted by the
demand for tangible evidence for the security of these
rights. Its gains will remain temporary until
alongside of the eampaign is carried out a conscien-
tious study and endeavour to satisfy the fullest life
that the minorities seek.”

Aeview,

CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION.

CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOLS IN INDIA.
By ALICE B. VAN DOREN. (Y. M. C. A, Publish-
ing House, Calcutta.) 20cm. 1936.170p. Rs. 2.

THE volume under review is the Report of a Burvey
conducted on behalf of the National Christian Counoil
of India, Burma and Ceylon. The Christian High'
Schools in India have had a double function, Like
other high schools in the country, managed by the’
Government or private bodies, the Christian schools
undertake to prepare students for the public exami-
nations. But instruction with them is a secondary
objective, the first being the carrying to the Indian
people, through schools, the message of Jesus Christ,
which at one extremity means conversion of the
people of India to Christianity and at the other the
imparting of moral or social qualities which, the
missionary claims, the average Christian shows in a
more intensive form than the average Hindu or
Muslim. During the last hundred years, however,
there has been a steady change in the objective of
Christian High BSchools, They have long ceased to
be prosel ytizing agencies and there is very little now
-to distinguish between well condueted Christian and
non-Christian high schools. The so-called Christian
ethics again is as much a heritage of the Hindus and
Muslims and, eliminating the faith in Jesus Christ,
the programmes for character education in all good
schools are similar, . '

In the minds of devout Christians who help the
.Mission Schoocls this change has created ‘a problem.
Should they continue to spend funds on the education
of non-Christian pupils ¥ Will it not be better to
.use them for Christian pupils only ? Cana High
School be called a Christian High School if its pupils
consist mostly of Hindus and Muslims and its staff of
non-Christian teachers? Does the schoeol justify its
existence if it cannot in - ten years induce even ten of

“its alumni to seek salvation through Jesus ?

The volume under review doss not state in clear
terms the objectives underlying the survey, but one
need have no doubt that its organisers hoped, after
its compiletion, to be able to answer some of the
questions discussed above,

The ohief means of Christian edncation is participation
jn the life of a Christian community. ... Maoy of those
who hnve been engeged in the work of this survey are of
the opinion that under ordinary ocircumstances, a school
ought to aim at not less than 75 per cent. of Christian
teachers. . . . Oane hears that a good Hindu or Muhammedan

iz to be preferred to an unaatisfactory Christian. At the*

other end of the scale sre those who tell ue that a-

Christian achool should';be satiﬁﬂad_ with nothmglq;a,b(gp
& hundred per cent, Chriu_tiah staff, . )

These and other sentences scattered ' throughout
the pook point to the general Impression among
missionary organisaticns that the OChristian . high
schools, whatever be their efficiency as places of
fnatruction, have not been able to ereate the Christian
atmosphere or Christian .influence for which purpose
they really exist. ‘

One need not discuses this aspect of the question-
here. One may readily grant that the Christian
high - sohools have done wvaluable mervice to the
cause of education in India and even if one may not
grant {heir claim for the spread of Christian virtues,
one may still agree that they have awakened in us
& high sense civic and individual morality
which had lain dormant in the disturbed period
before the advent of the British. They have never

| been aggressive agencies of the Christian church and

many a leader of India half a century ago—both
Christian as well as non-Christian—proudly declared
that he was made by the Christian prinecipal of

| the . Christian high schools which he attended.

Some of these high schools are now rotting, because
of the rise of egqually good Hindu and Moslem high
schools in the vicinity but there are others which have
still maintained  their reputation and would still be
in the forefront by adopting pew methods of educa~
tion, It would be instructive to read of these schools
in the pages of this report. The Basel Mission School
at Badagara (Malabat), the C. M. 8. School at Shrina-
gar, the C. M. 8. School at Tinnevelly, the Jey Narain
School at Benares are trying to give an industrial
bias to their teachings. The Christian High School,
Kharar, and the American Mission H gh School,
Pasumalai are specialising in agriculturs, In point of
women's education the missicn schools are still in
the forefront, and many a new experiment in educa-
tion has been first tried in a Mission School,

‘One can read about these schools in the book
under review and that part of the book will interest
both the Christian as well as the non-Christian reader.
Again Part II of the Report which discusses ** The
Teaching of the Christian Faith ”, or * Evangelism
Through Education " will be a good antidote to many
an eduacationist who advocates szcular education

‘and then allows his ideas to degenerate into a mere

bock instruction, an education without an ideal. We
rzcommend this Report on Christian High Schools in
India to all who are interested in the reconstruction
of Indian education.

M. R. PARANJPE,

SHORT NOIICE.

FOREIGNERS AREN'T FOOLS., By CHRISTO-

PHER HoLLIS. (Longmans,) 1936. 20cm. 143p 5/-
“ 0 see ourselves as others see us” is a great gift
Rare among individuals, it is to be found even more
rarely among magses of men with their vision blinded
by natjonal pride and perverted through the very
modern art of propaganda.

A natural sense of humour, the presence amongat
them of large numbers of widely travelled and well-
informed men and a free press have not together
sucooeded in fully clarifying the vision of HEnglish.
men, as we in India find it to our cost in regard to
the problems of their foreign policy. The uncertain-
ties of the future have but driven them further into
their shell and they trust to their courage and their
might and their power of muddling through to save
them from the dangers ahead. ‘ .

. Mr, Hollis has pointed out a different and s
better way for them. He tries to get into touch with
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represontative foreigners, induces them to give vent
to'thelr view of England and her foreign policy ina
sorfon of conversations. The result is a fairly correot
picturs of the pressnt state of international anarchy
that ia backoning them to prepare themselves for
“ the next worid war.” Accuracy of detail is noi his
aim ; he is satisfied if he can but interpret fo the
ordinary -Englishman the prejudices, the loves and
the hates of the ordinary Italian or Russian, of the
Qerman and the Japanese, '

One hopea that similar pictures were allowed to
.be produced and freely oirculated in the danger-spots
of Europe and Asia, to enlighten the minds of those
peoples..  Knowledge is virtus,” said Soorates. And
though one may not aspire to hope thus far, one feels
that sueh information, widely disseminated and or-

ganised into an active publie opinion, may go a great:

dea] towards the Conquest of Peace,
’ ) R. H. KELKAR.

Aliscellaneons,

TEACHERS & RURAL RECONSTRUCTION.
'MR. SURYANARAYANA RaO'S VIEWS.

- At the Mariras Provincial Educational Conference
he!d at Tanjore on the Tth insl, a paper on the above
subject by Mr. R Suryanarayana Rao of the Servants of
India Soctely was read, The paper van :
ADDRESSING a gathering of educationists, it is un-

necesgary to emphasise the well-known fact that

India is primarily an agricultural country and .

any effort at village improvement will not yield
approciable results unless the' handicaps hampering
the development of agriculture are removed, Bus it

is well to bear in mind some fundamental features
distinguishing agrioulture from manufacturing indus-

tries. The pursuit of agrioulture involves risks due
to causes mostly beyond the control of the farmer:
agriculture is not always amenable to planning, As
one writer sums up, “The farmer is unable to adjust
the output of any crop or of all crops he produces or
to vary his aggregate of crops in such a manner as to
keep his net incomestable or even toenable him to
determine in advance what his net income will be",
While this js true of agriculture all over the world,
thers ure peculiar features prevailing in India which
tend to make agrioulture a precarious ocoupation.
The most distressing fact is the smallness of the hold-
ing. Thelast Report for the Madras Presidency on
the Settiement of the Land Revenue for Fasli 1344
gives interesting faots and figures well worth the
perusal of everyone interested in rural uplift, Out of
a total of 6,169,582 single and joint pattadars, those
paying assessment of Rupee one and less were
732,350 single pattadars and 592,699 were joint pattas
shared by 1,934,081 persons. The bulk of the number
of pattadars is those paying Rs. 10 and less but over
Rupss.one, their number being 2,095516 single patta-
dars and 1315.7)3 joint pattadars with shareholders
numbering 4,178,304, These pattas alone form 56
per cent, of the total number of paitas. Adding to this
number the pattas paying rupee one and less, it
will be olear thas the bulk of the land in the ryotwari
aroas is largely held by these two classes of small
pattadars. It is also said the average area of land
and assessment on pattas psying Rs. 10 and less but
. over rupes one works out to about 3 acres and Rs, 4
respectively, Besides, the quality of the land is
poor, yislding low produce. Being illiterate and
fgnorant, the Indian farmer cannot easily appreciate
and adopt the methods ocaloulated to increase produ-
otivity. Even if he has the mind to do so, want of
adequate finance provents him from adopting fmproved

methods. There are very few subsidiary occeupations

his meagre income from Iand. In most. places his
rights in the land are restricted and do not offer any.
incentive to effort. Above all . the system of taxation.
oppresses most those who are least fitted to bear it
The farmer cannot also easily give up expenditure on
ceremonies, ete., -imposed by social customs, Al}
these factors drive him into debt,often borrowed at
ugurious rates and such benefit as he may derive from
his land is eaten up by interest on debf, . Recent fall
in the prices of agricuitural produce has rendered the
pituation worse. So practically a state of affairs haa
been reached when agriculture is being followed more
ag “a'mode of living” than. for profit because no other
means ara-availabie and it is also too true to say that
the oultivators “are born in debt, live in debt and die
in debt”, Besides these emall pattadars there 'is
a large number of landless agrienltural labourers who

| very existence.
depending often even for land for housesites on
impeeunious and unsympathetic landowners. During
the off-season they are helpless and resort to migra-
tion to Ceylon or Malaya as the only escape from
starvation. But there are some . extenuating ciroum-
stances which have enabled the farmer to exist in
spite of gverything that. has happened almost to blot

F him out of the map. He is plodding on his weary

exigtence hoping for better days. - Hitherto his wants
have been very few. He has been a member of a
village community whose chief characteristic has been
galf-sufficiency. His pathetic belief in his destiny
and placid contentment have stood him in goodsiead.
Times are changing. Economic and administrative
influences are at work which are gradually changing
the structure of village life and whether he likes it or
not, he is being profoundly influenced by them.
The fatalistic theory of life is being rudely shaken,
Improved means of communication have brought him
into more intimate contact with the outside world and
the desire for social and economic development hag
been stimulated. He too is anxious to share with
others the good things of the world. He Jooks in vain
for help and guidanoce, for wherever he turrs he sees
nothing but means ¢f exploitation under which he

the faculty of distinguishing a friend from a foe,
His past experience has been disappointing. There
isno right kind of leadership., The educated men
are unwilling to live their life in a village and the
few who volunteer to do-so become very soon infected
with the virus of factious spirit which has unfortu-
nately taken root in many of our villages, They often
assume an air of patronage and feel that the villagers
are obliged to them for such little services as they may
render, - But in most of the villages even such persons
are not available. The viliager needs some one who
will infuse hope and cheer into his sad and miserable
life. To whom then should we turn for leadership ?

The village teacher is the one person best fitted to
play the rols of a leader to the village-folk. In most
places, perhaps ‘he will be the only person in the
village imbued with ideas of citizenship. By precept
and example he can inculcate the ideal of corporate
action for common benefit. His spare time he oan
utilise in educating the parents of his pupils and keep
alive such literacy as exists in a village by orgams-
ing a reading room and library, Nowadays some
villages, psrhaps due to their importance for other pur-
poses, are subject to frequent visits by officials of
various departments of Governmeni, while the exis-
tence of others is not even recognised. But during
these visits if any, much which can improve the lot
of the villager cannot be accomplished. Much time

fs spent on inspections which must mecessarily be

to follow. during spare time -in order to supplement,

depend mainly on the well-fo-do pattadars for their .
They are practically sexfs of the soil. -

foels he has aiready suffered enough. Hehas lost

¥
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«<cursory. At best instructions may be left for the

guidance of the villagers and there  is no intelljgent.

appreciation of these instructions on the part of any
one to follow them up in action,  The village jeacher
can be a liaison officer of the various departments. of
Gbvernment and he can-make every effort to educate

the people and make them carry out the instructions:
Tir’times of outbreak of epidemics such as cholera or !

small-pox his presenice and assistance are invaluable,
The subordinate revenue officials, however efficient
they may be in their normal ‘duties, lack the vision

which the village teacher by his training and nature |-

of work in which he is engaged ought to possess. 1§
is-difficult to make the suburdinate village revenugq
offi¢ials to appreciate, imbibe and carry out even jo o
lintited extont 'the ddsals of village improvement.
These teachers may, if ‘fiesd be, even be given a ppeciol

may provide, as suggested by tha Royal Commigsion
on ‘Agriculture; “ in addition to imbuing themn with a
dense of dignity of corporate labour for rntupl bene
fit, is designed to familiarige them with the principles
of ‘sanitation. elementary medical aid, co-operatipn,
agrioultiral improvement, and to give them some

kriowledge of the simpler bonte industries; in order

“that sach may, when the training is completed, act as
* guide, philosopher and friend’ . If the importance
of‘every villagé possessing a persor whom the villager
tan look up to for help @nd guidancs js recognised,
tho villageteacher is the only parson available and ¢om-
potent to.play the role of a village guide. But if the
viltage teacher has to play his part well, he should be
given every encouragement to .do so and he should
also be continuously ednoated and furnished with up-
to-date information on men and things. This necss-
sitates the sething up of a central organisation cou-
sigting ‘of experts from which ali new ideas should be
broadcasted toevery nook aud corner of the presidency,
The villuger is astute and will not be merely con-
vinced by propaganda. The effects of the new ideas
ghould also be demonstrated to him, Nothing strikes
the imagination, appeals to his sense of reason and
evaokes ready response better than demonstration. He

shouild also be provided with means, wherever neces- -

sary, to practise the new ideas he imbibes.

1 should not be surprised if some one ameng you
or outside criticises me by saying that Thsaveseta
formidable task to the village teacher forgetting the
fact that he is at present neither equipped for it nor
sufficiently remunerated even for his present normal
duties. Such criticism is fuily justified. As rigards
equipment I have already suggested in what re-pects
he should receive training to enable him to play the
role of 2 village guide. The courses of studies in
Training Schools have to be altered to suit the pur-
pose in view and #f need be the period of training
may have to be increaged. Then it may he asked
what enthusiasm can rural uplift work ‘reuse in a
village teacher who is himself leading a precarious

existence and'is the worst victim of ** the strings and-

arrows of outrageous fortune ”. I submit our attitude
towards the village teacher should be radit_:ally
changed and his remuneration , for the responsibili-
ties he discharges should be assured. He should no
Jonger bu treated as a chattel subject to the whims
and.caprices of the appointing authoritics especially
the Local Boards. Similarly the interests of teachers
employed under aided agencies should be protected.
Conditions governing their scale of salary. appoint-
jments, punishment and even transfer should Ve defi-
aitely laid down apd enforced. The present Director
of Public Ingbruption, Mr, Statham, has within the
. tew months singe he topk churge given a pew orianta-

t—im
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qPPfﬁﬂ@hlﬁ »nd repl progresy ih
mass. pducation is nipinly dependept on a” confepted
army qf teachers fired with enthglasm for the opuse,
I am suye he will S%j)r}:‘{ake steps to ,redr;_sg the 'i'gy;
ances of teachers. With' proper equipment, with pros-

tin.to the quastion .of mpes
as he “%u%t'! thﬁ'ﬁ ny <b
q

. pecis assured, with the necessary. guidance and sup:

port provided, I have no doubt the village tcacher
will sopn play his part in rural uplift and the villege
school will become a real commuynijty centre. =

I may.be pardoned, if 1 do uot venture to say
much regarding the par$ which teachers inthe urpan
areas can play in the work of reconstrnction. \nlsss
the school is uituated in a rural. area no approcighle.

‘good can result from spasmodic efforts made dnring.
“occagignal Visite. They may help to please us
; and also indirectly opable ys to. earn Audos. Rural

oourse of training during their training period whioh | ok is dependent for its suceess on deily intimpte

contagt \yi:th $h vi],;agel's and sharing the life of the
people amidst who;i the teacher’s lot. is cast, What

| is being done may be a form of social service and to

that extent it should, be welcomed. Teachers and

' students may spend at least a part of their vacation

in villages, study the conditions prevailing, rendering

- such small ﬁegylces ag they ¢an and in' that way be-

come ryral-minded. " There is no gainsaying the fact
that such work widens their outlook, enables them to.

" get a good grasp bf 'the realities of the situation which

may stand thetn in good stead when' they ‘secu:e op~-
portunities for further service.-

A word abouf, the Rural Uplifs programme
of the Government may not be ‘out of place. Its
chiof deféet I ‘that the persons who are affected
by it and whose co-gperation -is esgential. for the
saccess of efforts made have no wvoice in the
programme. It is afl, thought out for fhem by
others sitting at a tabie. It is true some ameni-.
ties may be provided in a few villages iers and
there, But it is not a nation-wide programme touch-
ing all aspeets of village life and ecatering to the.
needs of all villagers. No serious atfempt is made to.
deal wifh the root causes and so it cannot raise
enough enthusiasm. Above all, the village teacher
has no place in it, Without his active co-operation and
support nothing tangible can be accomplished, What
is urgently needed is leadership. At present * no,one
corrésponding to the squire, the doctor and the parson
is to be found in an Indian village”. The village
teacher alone can ocoupy such a place.

My task is over. Within the limits generally
imposed on such papers read before conferences I have .
attempted to indicate the natyre ¢f the problem and
what part the village teacher can play in solving it.
1 sball be satisfied it the few thoughts I have véntur-
ed to place before yon provoke discussion. In 3 recent
publication of the Board of Education, a fully educat-

'«d man is visualised as “ohe who ig enlighténed in his

interests, impersonal in his judgments, ready in his
sympathy tor whatever is just and right, effective in
the work he sats himself to do and willing to lend a
hand to anyone who is in need of it." Given the
necessary fraihing, the village teacher can, not only
become a * fully educated man’ ag visualised here, but
also become a centrs of light and learning in villages
and share with village-folk the ideals which he imhibes.

T have no donbt, ‘if opportunities are provided, the

village teacher will soon come to occupy the 'pdsition
of & 'parson to his ‘'congregation.'” His will pe a
lite dedicated to the propagation of the ideal &0 ‘well
«xpressed in the lines : I
Les epch man find his own in 3ll men’s good.
.é.nd.‘all. men work in noble brotherhood.’

e — m————
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