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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

ALL India rejoices that the new era of reforms
isbéing inaugurated by His Majesty’s Gracious Pro-
clamation which snnounces, in addition %o the
royal assent given to the Government of India Act,
a grant of amnesty to political prisoners, which
was 80 vory necessary to the establishment of the
atmosphere in which alone the reforms can flou-
rish. Several of our leaders have besn released,
and we trust that amnesty will be given on the
largest possible scale. Public peace will not be en-

dangered thereby, but on the contrary will be made’

socure by enlisting the people thoroughly on the

side of the authorities.
[ 2 [ J .

THE toxt of the Irish Education Bill has been
published. It embodies all the amendments re-
- commended by the Killanin Committee in the
law relating to compulsory attendance—they were
mentioned in these pages in a recent article on the
subject. In the first place, the Aot of 1892 is to be
made applicable throughout Ireland, all limitations
on its application being abrogated. Effeot is thus
given to the Committee's recommendation that
* the compulsory attendance eclauses of the Aot
should apply to every place in Ireland without
exception. Their application should not, as at
present, be left optional in case of rural areas”
Next, the age at which & child may be excused
from attendance at school is to be raised from
eleven to thirtsen years, the employment of
children under thirteen years of age being forbid.
den, and the fine imposed for a breach of the rule
baing raised from forty shillings fo a maximum of
five pounds. The maximum fine on parents is to
be raised from five to forty shillings. Where a

1008l education committee provides means of con-
veying a child to and from a school, the fact that
the school is distant more than two miles from the
residence of the child will not be regarded as a
reasonable excuse for non-attendance. This Bill
is of special interest to us, for all our Compulsory
Education Aots are modelled upon the Irish Edu-
cation Act. It will show how in every progressive
country the legal provisions regarding compulsory
attendance tend to become more stringent and
their soope w1der. ‘
& *

REFERRING l;o the affirmative power of legis-
lation in the central Government provided forin the
Government of India Act,Mr. Matilal Nehru obsarv-
ed in his Congress presidential address: "I cannot
reconcile myself to the idea that a single indivi-
dual, be he the wisest and most responsible man on
earth, should be invested in an emergeney with the
power to enact laws affecting a fifth of the human
race.” The personal responsibility of the Gov-
ernor-General has been unduly emphasised in this
remark, and the Times of JIndia does well to

‘point out -that the Joint Committee speaks

throughout of the Qovernor-General in Council
§n this connexion. They say: “The Committes
have no hesitation in accepting the view that
the Governor-General in Council should in all
eircumstances be fully empowered to secure legis-
lation which is reqguired for the discharge of his
responsibilities ; but they think it is unworthy
that such responsibility should be concealed.
through the aotion of a Council of State specially
devised in its composition to secure the necessary
powers, They believe that in such a case it would.
add strength to the Government of India to act
before the world on its own responsibility.” The
provision of the Aot, interpreted in the light of|
this recommendation, is more favourable in so far
as the executive council of the Governor-General,
which will include notless than three Indians, will

have a voice inthe decision on reserved legislation.
» L ] »

WE will also point ont that, in the case of the
Indian budget, the power of restoring items struck

F out or reduced by the Legislative Assembly hae

been vested by 27 (7) in the Governor-General in
Couneil, which ensures that the Indian view will be
eivongly pressed by the three Indian members ip
the executive counocil before the Legislative
Assembly’s resolutions are set aside. The Govern-
or-General in Council is to make a declaration
that he is satisfied that the demand refused by the
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Assembly is essential to the discharge of his res-
ponsibilities,
* L 4 *

THE retrogressive provision in the Govern-
‘ment of India Bill allowing the Governor to block
provineial legislation has been retained in its final
form. A similar provision has also been made in
the central Government in 27 (2), although it had
not been contemplated in the Bill in its first draft.
This unwelcome addition was made in the Joint
Committe on the motion of Mr, Montagu, We are
surprised to find that the Secretary of State,
instead of preventing the Governor being given a
power new to the Indian constitution, himself pro-
posed its extension to the Governor-General, as
al] the evidence that was heard by the Joint Com-
mittes on this point was for not letting the Gov-
ernor choke off a bill before it reached the final

stage. Mr. Sastri, e. g., argued thus:

I do pot see the necessity for the Governor having this
new constitutional power. It is a dangerous powar for any
Governor to have to exercise. The Governor has the
power in the last resort of vetoing legislation. I put it to
the Joint Committea that it would be considered an extra-
ordipary thing to go to the legislative council and say:
“ Now you are discussing this subject, I will not allow you
further to discuss this subject.,” It would lead to a very
dangerous situation, and it is not necessary. Where the
Governotis strongly of opinionthat any legislation will be
risky or dangerous or undesirable, he has it in his power
to veto it at the end. Perhaps if he allowed the discus-
sion to go on he might change his mind and he would see
that it was & measure which he could on the whole acoapt.
You propose, further, to invest him with the power of
returning such & bill for the reconsideration im certain
respects of the Council before he gives his assent. That
power should be erough.

* +* *

IT is clear from the proceedings of the Joint
Committee that the Labour party's representative
on that body could not see his way to stand by the
Delhi Congress resolutions for full provincial
autonomy and for the fixation of the time limit
within which complete responsible government
should be realised in the central as well as local
administrations. The utmost that even the left
wing of the Labour party could bring itself to do
was to pross for the transfer of all provineial sub-
jects except those oflaw, justice and police, and the
transfer of even these excepted subjects after six
years. This only means that it realised what the
Congress did not, that dyarchy being the very
essence of the Bill, its elimination could not be
urged without altering the framework of the mea-
sure and recasting it on entirely different lines.
What, however, is not so easy to understand is the
failure of the Labour representative to ask fora
beginning of responsibility in the Government of
India. For Mr. Spoor did not move an smend-
ment to this effect. That would ocertainly have
bad a better chance than his amendment for the
oompletion of responsibility in the provinees in
six years. For even Sir William Meyer had sug-
gested in his evidence that consideration should
be given after five or six years to the application
of popular control to the central Government also.

WHEN Mr, Montagu found that the Govern-
ment of India generally held to their retrograde
proposals on reform, he asked in despair whether
they would not give the Legislative Assembly some-
thing to do instead of leaving it merely to criti-
cise. And Lord Meston replied on behalf of the
Government of India: * The only suggestion is
that which I ventured upon before—the determina~
tion either by some authoritative definition now or
by the growth of practice in classes of cases such
as you have enumerated, social legislation or mat-
ters of that sort, in regard to -which the Assembly
would certainly not be inferfered with by either
the official side of the Goveranment or by the
Secrotary of State.” In the case of legislation
like that of Mr. Jinnah's Wakf Bill or Mr. Basu's
Civil Marriage Bill,he explained, officials would be
told to vote exactly as they thought right, without
inguiring what was the policy of the executive
Government; there would be no Government
whip. He admitted that the Government “looked
rather foolish in having to oppose it ( the Civil
Marriage Bill ) when it was essentially a matter
for decision by the popular voice.”” For the social
reconatruction which we all desire a good deal of
Indian legislation will be needed, and it is satis-
factory to note that iu this matter at least there
will be no putside interference.

* » »

IT will cause surprise to no one that Mr. L.
Curtis, whose one object in regard to the Govern-
ment of India Bill was to emphasiseé bifurcation
in provincial administration, should have favoured
the Government of India’s proposal that the official
wing of the provincial Government be empowered
to carry taxation measures against the wishes of
the legislative council if their yield was required
for the supply of reserved subjects. Mr. Curtis,
‘advocating as he did the separate purse plan,
naturally maintained thatboth branches of theGov-
ernment must have the power to initiate taxation
bills, and that, as in the case of other bills, the
the Governor in Council must have the power to
pass their measures over the heads of the legisla-
tion eouncil. The Joint Committee, however, has
adopted the common exchequer arrangement, and
yet it endorses, in respect of taxation measures,at
procedure which is appropriate only to the divided
purse. It is hoped that this defect will be cured
in the Governor's instrument of instructions, in
which he will be given a specific direction not
to call the exceptional proceduare into activity in
the matter of taxation proposals. We trust this
will be done and thus a serious drawback in the
Act romoved. We are also hopeful that in the
Government of India too a convention will be set
up not to pass taxation measures against the
wishes of the Indian legislature. It would be
ridiculous if the Governor-General or the Governor-
General in Counocil were to impose taxation upon
the country by a mere ordinance.

L] »* L]
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THE NEW ERA.
BY SIR HORMASJI A, WADYA,
THE yearthathas just closed will be memorable in
India’s annals. The events in the Punjab, the Act
for the better government of India and the King-
Emperor's Proclamatlon will yemain unforgettable
and unforgotien.

The King-Emperor’s Proclamation will be as
enduring a monument for us and our posterity as
Queen Victoria's Proclamation of 1858 was and
has been for those who have passed away and for
ourselves. To have had three such successive Sov-
ereign Rulers as the GREAT AND G0OD QUEEN who
held in her day the noblest office upon earth, her
son the KING PEACE-MAXKER EDWARD VII and her
‘grandson KING GEORGE V, is & heritage which all
thenationsin the world may well envy. It is India’s
happy destiny to share in that heritage and when

the King-Emperor’s son and beir comes among-

us¢ India will show to him with what deep, univer-
sal and undying gratitude her people—from prince
to peasant—appreciate that heritage and the pro-
mise the PRINCE OF WALES will bear with him cf
its blessed continuanoce.

The events in the Punjab strike, alas! a differ-
ent note. Those of us who have asked for and
insisted upon an open, independent, impartial and
exhaustive enquiry must. not refuse to await its
result in patience and in Lhe further resolve to
know the truth and the whole truth as to the causes
of the disturbances and as to the measures taken
to aope with them. We have the right .to know it
in order that we may adequately discharge the
duty that has upon us both towards the rulers and
the ruled.

If it be truoe, as has been'alleged, that there was
conspiraey to wage war and that there was open
rebellion instigated or influenced by the intrigues
and machinations of German vengefulness or
Russiant Bolshevism or Turkish fanaticism, we
want to be in a position to be eonvinced of it with.
out doubt or misgiving, so that we can stand by
the side of Government unflinchingly and whole-
heartedly till the evil is exorcised and our people
remain free to mould their fortunes and their future,
with unstained hand and upright heart, 1n the
light of day and in the sight of Heaven. {

At the same time we want and claim to know
the truth and the whole truth about the measures
taken to ocope with the disturbances. We cannot
honestly condemn the vicious violencs of the mob
without equally condemning the vicious vindictive-
ness which is charged against the authorities con-
cerned, The obligations that lead us to denounce
and bring to account the wrong-doers who incite
to disloyalty and disorder will be incomplete and
inadequate if they do not lead us equally to de-
nounce and bring to account the wrong-doers who
qppress or are guilty of excesses.

We oannot, must not and do not forget what
has admittedly been done at Lahore, at Awmritsar,
at Gujranwala and at Kasur and other places in
the Punjab. We have to bear in mind and we will

not fail to bear in mind the facts that point to a
deliberate congpiracy of concealment on the part of
those who strangled the Press and shut the door
in the face of men like Mr. Andrews who could
ascertain the fruth and publish it without fear
or favour. 'We have to remember and we will not
fail to remember the attitude of the official mem-
bers in the Imperial Legislature when Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya formulated his heavy in-
dictment in the series of questions which the
spokesmen and representatives of the Punjab and
the Imperial Governments were unable to deny or
unwilling to admit. But we must not be impatient.:
We are bound to await the findings of Lord
Hunter's Committee which will in due course be
submitted to the Parliament and the people of
Great Britain, and to His Majesty’s Government
and to His Majesty the King-Emperor. It is in-.
conceivable that when the perpefrators of Prussian
frightfulness are brought to trial for all they did
in Flanders and in France, those guilty of the same
misdeeds in India should escape because they are
British. Let us make it our duty then that the -
facts, whatever they may be, are established and
fully brought to light and impressed on the mind
and conscience of the British Government and Par-
liament and people.

As regards the Aot for the better government
of India, the Moderates have happily nothing to
retract; nothing toextenuate orattenuats ; nothing
to gloss over or explain away; and nothing to
modify or alter. The spirit in which they con-
fronted the Montagu-Chelmsford Report is the
spirit which has animated them all along dnd will
animate them henceforth. ' They have given what
was bes{ in them to the fulfilment of the task that
was imposed on them by their antecedents, their
convictions and their faith. They askiodo the
same service in the future and their foremost task
will be to help the country to acceptand be pre-
pared for the period of probation to which the
period of agitation must give place.

An old Sanskrit precept says that for healthy
living and hard work one must refrain from filling
all the four corners of the stomach. This is true
as well of human institutions as of human beings.
Let us -therefore not hanker for more and more
food but seek to digest and assimilate what has
been given, so that the body politic gets stronger
in every limb and richer in blood in every vein.
Thus when the appointed hour comes India ¢an
take a longer stride, a gtronger stride, and a firmer
stride towards the long cherished goal.

The period of probation will by no means be
easy. To prepare and educate the electorate, to
train the people in the management of their own
local affairs and to stimulate the sense of responsi-
bility in the citizen of every race and ereed and
sect will be no mean portion of the great task that
lies before our country. Eduocation, sanitation,
industrial progress and social advancement will
now depend on our people's wishes and wisdom
and strenuous and sustained endeavour. The, vil.
] \ *

NN
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lage punchayats, the taluka and local boards and
the district boards and councils will all need the
attention and devotion of our public workers.
These great questions do not exhaust all that the
future will demand of every one of us—young and
old, rich and poor, man and womahn. To the young
—ito the women and men of to-day and to-morrow
—the new Act opens a new era with its wide vista
of greater usefulness. May they strive to be wor-
thy ©of it and may success attend them ! And to us
also—the men of yesterday—the new Act and the
new era give cause for thankfulness in this, that
it will enable us to die in higher hope for the free-
dom and happiness of the land we have loved and
sought to serve so long.

THE LIBERAL CONFERENCE.

THE address of Sir P.S. Sivaswamy Aiyer as Presi-
dent of the All-India Moderates' Conference waa
all that might be expected of & man of his patri-
otism, sobriety and oulture. It was an outspoken
and yet restrained utterance on the burning topics
of the day and was characterised by statesmanship
and dignity—qualities which are rather hard to
find in the rough-and-tumble of present-day
politios. ‘“We have been deeply moved,” said Sir
Sivaswamy Aiyer at the outset, * hy the gracious
and soul-stirring Proclamation of His Majesty the
King-Emperor whose abiding sympathy has ever
been a source of encouragement to us and whose
message of exhortation will be an inspiration to
all to the fulfilment of his wishes. India is pro-
foundly grateful to His Majesty for the exercise
of his royal clemency and for his desire to inaugu-
rate the reforms in an atmosphere of general good-
will and harmony.” He then took a survey of the
reforms embodied in the Government of India Act
and showed by asearching analysis ofits provisions
what & solid advance in India’s polity they consti-
tute. Notwithstanding some drawbacks, the most
notable among which is the omission to introduce
dyarchy in the central Government, the measure
now passed is, he said; a substantial fulfilment of
the pledges contained in the deelaration of the
20th August, 1917. This is a just valuation of our
gains in the shape of the Reforms Act’to which all
fair-minded critics will subscribe. The reforms
now enacted are calculated, Sir Sivaswamy
Alyer hopes, to develop into full provincial
autonomy in ten years and into complete home
rule in twenty years. The school of politicians
who make little of the reforms are apparently
influenced by the Punjab excesses, condemna-
tion of which is really common ground fo both:
the parties. DBut the Nationalists feel that
reforms cannot have much value if they do not
include a declaration of rights which, in the
opinion of these politicians, will effectually pre-
vent & repetition of a like tragedy. In the fird®:
place, the underlying assumption that a declara-
tion of rights would avert martial law régima is
quite unfounded. Martial law itself means a
negation of law, and, under the British constitu-

\

tion, whatever constitutional safeguards may be
provided for against the violation of elementary
rights of citizenship, they cannot avail when, in
the judgment of the authorities responsible for the
preservation of order, circumstances have arisen
when the military arm must assume control of the
situation. The circumstances can later on be
tested, and if the necessity for martial law cannot
be proved the authorities responsible for putting it
into force e¢am be brought to book, but for the
moment nothing that we can previously devise
will make a declaration of martial law impossible.

-The proper remedy, not against the exercise of

martial law but against its abuse, is the attain.
ment of & higher form of self-government. Even
as it is, the chances of a similar reign of terror
being established are sensibly reduced, and with
complete home rule they will practically disappear-
As Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer observed, a declaration
of rights is unknown to the British constitution,
and, therefore, the enactment of a fundamental
law by a superior authority restricting the powers
of the Indian legislature is inconsistent with the
true goal and bound to be embarrassing in practice.
What we have to press for is not the abolition of
martial law, but certain constitutional limitations
upon its exercise, which limitations, the president
of the Liberal Conference suggests, may be autho-
ritatively set forth either in a statute or in a
memorandum of instructions to be issued to fhe
Governor-General. His specific suggestions are:
* It should be made clear that martial law should
not be introduced, unless it is impossible for the
civil courts to sit and exercise their functions, It
is further necessary that the power of creating new
offences for breach of regulations and providing
penalties therefore should be delegated to military
officers, and that if courts-martial and ¢ivil courts
are both sitting, any person not subject to the Naval
Discipline Act or to military law who is alleged to
be guilty of the contravention of any regulation
should be allowed to claim to be tried by a ecivil
court instead of by a court-martial.”

With the enactment of the reforms, Indian
polities will necessarily enter on a new phase, and
the present party divisions will give place to new
ones. The future parties will be based on the
directions in which the power now obtained will
be utilised and principally on the methods of social
reconstruction, instead of, as heretofore, upon the
most practicable ways in which political power can
be wrested from the hands of a powerful bureau-
cracy. Yet, the existing differences between the
two schools, in so far as they are not ephemeral,
will not be altogether obliterated. So far as the atti-
tude of mind to the new reforms is concerned, the
divergent points of view wdre well set forth by Sir
Sirvaswamy Aiyer. He said:—" The next instal-
ment of reform is, in our opinion, to'be won' by
whdleheartedly working for the success of the
new scheme and endeavouring to make the best of
its merits and opportunities rather than by agita-

tion. The practical demonstration of our fitness
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by actual work will be a far more effective means
of attaining the end than incessant agitation, which
will have the effect of diverting the energies of the
people from action to talking. Believing that the
fullest co-operation between the two halves of the
Government is necessary for the successof the
prineiple of dyarchyw, our policy is to co-operate with
Government, and support them in all measures. for
the good of the people and to criticise them without
flinching whenever their measures require to be
opposed. While stoutly opposing all improper
measures of repressive legislation, we shall not
seek to fotter the powers of the Indian legislature.
We recognise no antagonism between the interests
of reserved and transferred departments and con-
sider the maintenance of all these departments ir
i efficiency as necessary for the well-being of the
State. There is no subject of administration, whe-
ther reserved or fransferred, in which the people
are not interested, and our attitude towards the
budget proposals will be determined by a compre-
hensive view of the requirements of all departments
in the interests of the public and of orderly pro-
greass. While endeavouring to get rid of any
“'defeots in the reconstructed machinery, which ex-
porience may disclose, it will not be our aim to
exploit the defects for the purpose of wrecking the
:Bcheme or creating a deadlock in the hope .of Par-
liament coming to our rescue and granting us full
‘autonromy. While the pursuit of ideals by the
members of the other party seems little likely to be
‘tempered by a perception of practical limitations and
hard facts, ours will be 4 practical idealism based
‘upon & knowledge of existing conditions, ‘a sense
of proportion and perspaotive and a comprehensive
view of progress in g1l direotions. It will be our
aim to consolidate our gains so that our march to
the final goal may be firm and sure, and we may
"not lose the ground we are about to occupy.” These
differences are real but other differences, even more
vital, will come into view as the new polity is st
work. These will not necessarily be common
to all the provinces, and in some at least, as in the
Decoan, many of the go-ahead politicians of the
present day will rank among the Conservatives of

the future. )
The President dealt with the Punjab episode

"with a due rederve,”in view of the fact that

"enquiry into it is still in progress, but the evi- -

" dence of the European officers establishes certain
" conolusionsbeyond the possibility of dispute. They
- are: “ that martial law was continued long after

" the necessity for it, if any, had ceased, that the

means adopted by the military authorities to put
them down were far in excess of the requiremaents
of the situation and that the proceedings of the

~ officera concerned were not guided by any consi-

derations of common sense, humanity or decenoy.”

* This is a' terrible indictment, in ali conscienee,
" and pronounced as it is by Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer,
" who never speaks but weighs every word, tha Gov-
" ernment must prepare to meet it fairly and aquare- |

.ly.' Right-thinking Europeans must be as anxious

 betray lack of practical spirit.

as Indians to vindicate justice, and it is to be de-
voutly hoped that towards this end all will

co-operate in such & way as to prevent racial ill-.

feeling which is otherwise likely to arise. Our
demand must now be: " (1) for reparation of all
serious hardship and suffering caused by un-
warranted acts of severity, (2) for steps being taken
to bring tq justice aay officials, high or low, eivil
and military, who may be found to have acted un-
reasonably and in excess of their powers or autho-
rised such acts, (3) for the provision of safeguards
against the recurrence of such things in the future,
and (4) for the abolition of flogging in the Indian
Army.” .

THE SPEECH OF THE CONGRESS
PRESIDENT.
THE portion of Pandit Motilal Nehru's address
as President of the National Congress, which deals
with reforms, cannot be said to be characterised by
sound judgment. He studiously refrains from using
the words “ unsatisfactory " and * disappointing ™
to deseribe the Reform Aot, but his analysis of its
various provisions and the comment he makes on

them show clearly that his general opinion of the =

reforms is not far removed from the prevailing opi-
nion in Nationalist circles. He too does not fail

' to add that the reforms such as they are must not

be boycotted, but must be taken advantage of. No
one for a moment doubted that the extremists, al-
though they, might violently denounce the refox.'ms,_
would not go the length of staying away from the
pouncils, The only question was whether they
would value the reforms at their proper worth or

. continue to depreciate them. And Mr. Nehru, view=
. ed in this regard, has signally failed to glva_the
- oduntry a wisé lead. To start with, he complained

that the Joint Committee had repudiated the Con-
gress demand for the application to India of _th.e
principle of self-determination. Now, what consti-

" tutes the failure on the Joint Committee's part to

apply self-determination—is it the inadequacy of the
reforms? Would the principle have been applied if
the reforms were adequate and fully satisfactory ?

.-

aye, even if completehome rule had been conceded ?

If self-determination is to be understood aright, we
must answer the question in the negative. The

" Joint Committee would have granted us the: right

to self-determination only if it had given us the
right fo decide our constitution. Did Mr. Nehru
expect Parliament to surrender its right of settl-
ing India’s future polity to Indians ? Did the Con-
gress ever make such a demand? Well did Mrs,
Besant say in criticising the pessimistic attitude
of the Congress representatives in Hmgland, that
Parliament could not be blamed for denying what
the Congress had never asked for. One may eriti-
cise the Joint Committee’s recommendatiohs as
wanting in generosity, but to oriticise them as not
conoeding the right of self-determinstion is to
Even Mr. Tilak,
the Congress delegate commissioned to urge self-
determipation on the Peace Conference, has been
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advising his party fo utilise the Aet on the sole
ground that Parliament having passed it, Indians
are under an obligation to accept it: else it would
be a piece of disobedience on their part. With
Mr. Tilak adopting this policy of a direct negation
of self-determination, Mr. Nehru's criticism does
not go very far, Commenting upon the periodical
inquiry by a statutory commission, the President
of the Congress dilates upon the injustice of sub-
mitting a nation’s birthright to the jurisdiction and
decision of an outside body. Here no doubt he is
true to the principle of self-determination, but it
is permissible to ask why the Congress at all sent
its accredited representatives to England to plead
India’s cause before Parliament, instead of boldly
denying Parliament's authority to settle the coun-
try’s political destiny ? A want of understanding
of such an obvious implication of self-determins-
tion may be excusable in others, but certainly not
in the Congress President,

Mr. Nehru, in speaking of the provision in the
Reform Act for securing essential legislation in the
provincial councils, referred, quite unneocessarily,
to the grand committees, which have now been
discarded, as being of a ** positively retrogressive
oharacter. ” He would, to be sure, have been un-
able to substantiate this statement by a reference
to the Joint Report. He, therefore, invoked the
authority of Lord Meston in his support. * Lord
Meston,” he said, “* had finally to acknowledge
that the institution of grand committees would, in
fact, reduce in certain respects some of the exist-
ing powers of the present provincial counecils.”
This is, however, a sheer misrepresentation of what
Lord Meston had meant to say. Inasmuch as
certain measures would be withdrawn from the
jurisdiction of the councils, under the scheme out-
lined in the Juint Report, Lord Meston said, quite
justly, that in law the councils would suffer a
diminution of their existing powers, but in so far
as the measures thus withdrawn from the councils
would be referred to grand committees, of which
the composition was not less but slightly more
favourable to non-offlcial opinion than that of
existing councils, what was apparently lost in
councils was more than gained in the committees
and there was in fact no set-back. If there was any
doubt as to what Lord Meston had intended to say in
his reply to Lord Sinha's question, it was dispelled
later on by Mr. Montagu, as thefollowing questions
and answers clearly show:

You said yesterday that you agreed that the proposals
ad regards the legislature put the legislature in a worge
position than they were to-day as regards legislation?—
Yes.

And vou said that was due to the fact of the grand com-
mittee procedurs. That is all, is it not?—That is all.

That is 8o important a statement that I want to pursue
it & little further. You would not wish toput the legisla-
ture from the point ef view of legislation in & worse posi-
tion than it is in to-day, would you ?—No.

That would be clearly out of spirit with the whols enter-
prige ?—Yes.

If that is your view, why did not the Goveraoment of

India suggest on slternative?—I think my answer has'

been read as though I had tai&en Lord Sinha’s question in
a somewhat artificial and narrow sense. What I under-
stood Lord Sinba to ask was whether the legislature, apart
from the grand committee, had the same powors under the
Eill as the legislature has by law at present, and my reply
was that it had rot, inasmuch as certain measures of
legislation ¢an, under the proposed scheme, be withdrawn
from the legislature, which is not the case at present. But
if one develops the proposition one sees the essential dif-
ference between the two positions, inasmuch as at present
the legisitaure has an ofioial strength which secures its
capacity for passing practically any laws that are put be-
fore it by the executive Government.

So that if instead of talking of the legislature you talk
of the eleoted mombers of the legislaturs, they have enor.
mously greater powers ?—Infinitely greater, I never con-
tested that point.

I only wanted to clear up the point?—Quiteso; I am
very grateful to you. ( Questions 409-415. )

Mr. Nohru could not certainly have been unawars
of these proceedings in the Joint Committee when
he declared that Lord Meston had finally admitted
that the powers of the legislative councils were
being curtailed. His motive in making any refer-
ence at all to the supposedly retrograde charac-
ter of the grand committee proposal is to be found
in the next sentence: “ The Moderate deputation
had, however, expressed their willingness to sup-
port the original grand committee and the council
of state scheme, " But the fact that the Govern-
ment of India later on proposed an increase in the
proportion of the official element in the grand com-
mittees so as to bring it on a level with the pro-
portion which now exists in the present councils
is sufficient proof that the original grand com-
mittees were somewhat better, certainly not worse,
than the existing councils.

The criticism levelled by Mr. Motilal Nehru
against the separate purse arrangement which the
Governor is given power to set up when the joint
purse breaks down is altogether inconsistent with
the Congress principles. He says that the joint
purse was believed to have conceded control over
the policy of the reserved departments. This is put
in too emphatic a way. What was claimed on be-
half of the united purse was that if the executive
councillors made an excessive demand upon the
provineial revenues, the power of proposing fresh
taxation, which was vested solely in the ministry,
would enable the ministers, if the point was press-
ed to a crisis, to reduce the supply for reserved
subjects to a reasonable figure and thus to influ-
ence indirectly the policy of the executive coun-
cil. This was not an excessive claim, but it was
hotly denied by the extremists, and it is no use re-
gretting now that the joint purse has not been esta-
blished in full force, the main feature of which
they denounced. Any measure of influence it
would be possible to exert under the joint purse
gystem is tobe derived from the exclusive power
given to the minisiers to initiate taxation bills,
But the Congress took the view that this provi-
sion cast upon the popular part of Government
an odious duty which the official part of the Gov-
ernment must share with them ; this proposal
was in its eoffect little different from the Gov-
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- srnment of India’s proposal that both sections of
i the Government should introduce their own taxa-
* tion measures and that the executive council
. should be enabled to' carry theirs in the legislia-

ture by the exceptional procedure which would be |

: brought into force in case of essential reserved

: legislation.

A body which deprecated the respon-
sibility for fresh taxation being thrown upon the

- ministers has no right now to complain if the

ministers are unable to influence the policy of the

« other section of the Government to the extent they
- would have been enabled to do if they had alone
- shouldered the responeibility for taxation.

Pandit Nehru utters a grave warning against

- the expression of satisfaction with the tranfer of

education and industries. He does not think
much of the industries department being made
over to the ministers, because railways and ship-
ping, customs and currency are still reserved to
official control. He does not realise that these sub-
Jects are central and that the whole of the depart-
ment of industries which is at all provincial has

-been transferred. Does Mr. Nehru mean that sub-

.Jects like customs and currency and railways
should be made provincial subjects? Again, edu-
-oation is transferred to the exclusion of the control
of the Benares University, &c. But in this matter
also, such of the sphere of education as falls with-
{in the category of provincial subjects, with the
single exception, of European and Anglo-Indian
sducation, is transferred t opopular administration,
Mr. Nehru betrays the same want of appreciation
in estimating the value of the provision for fiscal
-autonomy. It remains to him a mere pious hope—
-unlikely to materialise in any solid good to India.
The great advance made over the Joint Report in
the submission of the Indian budget to the vote of

#he Legislative Assembly does not even find men-

«tion in Mr. Nehru's address., Altogether it betrays
utter lack of judgment in evaluating the progress
which the Act makes on the existing constitution
-of the country.

A CRITIC,

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA BILL.
A BATISFACTORY DOCUMENT.

THE report of the Joint Select Committese on the
-Government of India Bill was published yesterday,
-the volumes containing the evidence and the ap-
pendices having been made available to the publie

8 day earlier. It is generally recognized that the
.Bill has emerged greatly improved from the Select

Committee. I have had opportunities of discuss-
dng the report with many prominent Indians, and

they are unanimous in regarding it as a satisfac-

tory dooument. It does not concede all ocur de-
mands. It rejects proposals put forward by wit-
nesses belonging to every political party. In parti-
oular it leaves the autocratic charaoter of the cen-
tral Government unchanged. It gives the Indian
legislature no control over the legislative or finan-
ocial policy of the Govarnment of India. Nevertha-
less the modifications which it recommends, if

accepted by Parliament—as they are likely to be,
for the Bill may be looked upon as an agreed mea-
sure now-—will enable Indians to enjoy real power
and to take a long stride towards responsible gov-
ernment.

+CEANGES IN THE BILL.

The reactionary changes proposed by the Gov-
ernment of India in their despatch dated the 5th
March, 1919, had given rise to great anxiety and
alarm. Their acceptance would have desiroyed
the utility of the Reform. Scheme. It is, therefore,
a relief to find that the Joint Committee has at-
tached no weight to the opinions of the Govern-
ment of India. But the feeling of satisfaction
with which the Report has been received is due,
not merely to our having escaped a serious danger
but also to the positive merits of the document.
That it represents a considerable advance on the
original Bill admits to my mind of no doubt. But
what is more important is that it goes beyond the -
Reform Scheme itself in several respects. Un-
fortunately it is not possible to say that it takes
away nothing that the Scheme had promised, for it
racommends that no changes in the list of reserved
and transferred subjects should be made for ten.
years. But in spite of this drawback it seems o
me that on the whole the Joint Committee’s report
is more liberal than the ‘ Monltford ® Scheme.

It is impossibla for me to deal with all the
changes mada in the Bill in the course of a brief
lettor. I shall, therefore, confine my attension to .
the more important modifications. Beginning with
the Government of India, the first recommendation
to be noticed is that which relates to the Viceroy's
Executive Council. The ‘ Montford ’ Scheme pro-
posed that the number of Indians should be im-
creased from one to two. The Joint Committee re- -
commends that ‘ not less than three members of
the oouncil should be Indians .’ ,

" It appears from the minutes of the Committee’s
deliberations that it rejected Mr. Spoor’s proposal
that not lesg than half the members of the Council
should be chosen ‘ from Indians who are- elected -
members of the Legislative Assembly.’ The rejec-
tion of the proposal is not surprising. The selec-
tion of the councillors from the elected men.bers
can be a matter of importance only if they are
chosen from the dominant party in the Assemlbly,
and this can searcely be done witkout introducing
an element of responsibility into the Government
of India. But one may hope that in practioe half
the members of the Council will be Indians. The
statutory limit to the number of the councillorg
will be abolished, but in view of the reduction in
the work of supervision which will be a necessary
consequence of allowing the popular will fo prevail
in some departments, it will be surprising if, in
spite of projected developments, the size of the
Council were enlarged. It may be noted in passing
that hitherto no man can be appointed to the post
of Law Member of the Counocil unless he possesses
legal qualifications obtained in the United King-
dom. The Cémmittee proposes that in future there
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should be no bar to the appointment of men with
purely Indian qualifications.
SECRETARY OF STATE'S CONTROL.

The second recommendation, which is of much
greater moment than the first, refers to the control
to0 be exercised by the Secretary of State over the
Government of India. To meet the ﬁrst circum-
stances created by the introduction of responsi-
bility into India and the enlargement of the Indian
legislature, the Crewe Committee had suggested
thatin certain matters the Secretary of State should
refrain normally from interfering with the Govern-
ment of India when the executive and the legisla-
ture were in agreement. The Joint Committee ap-
proves of the growth of such a convention and em-
phasizes its importance in respect of India’s fiscal
policy. “Whatever,” it says, “be the right fiscal
policy for Indis, for the needs of her consumers as
well as for her manufacturers, it is quife clear that
she should bave the same liberty to consider her
interests as Great Britain, Australia, New Zea-
land, Canada and South Africa. In the opinion of
the Committee, therefore, the Secretary of State
should as far as possible avoid intereference on
this subject when the Government of India and its
legislature are in agreement, and they think that
his intervention when it does take place, should
be limited to safeguarding the international obliga-
tions of the Empire or any fiscal arrangemement
within the Empire to which His Majesty’s Govern-
ment is a party.” The principle both in its wider
and more limited application is fraught with great
potentialities and a wise acceptance of it on the
part of the Secretary of State should go a gpeat
way towards enabling the people of India to feel
that the decisions of the Central Government are
dictated by a regard for her interests.

PRESIDENT OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Another point to which attention should be
drawn is the selection of the president of the Le-
gislative Assembly. In order that there may be an
atmosphere of freedom in the Assembly and its
standing orders enforced with strict impartiality,

it is necessary that the choice of the president

should rest with the Assembly. The Joint Com-
mittee proposes that the first president, who should
be a man with parliamentary experience, should
be appointed by the Governor-General for four
years. Atthe end of four years the nominated
president will be replaced by one elected by the
Assembly. In addition to the president there is to
be a deputy president who, however,is to be
elected from the very commencement by the
Assembly. There are similar provisions with re-
gard to the provincial legislative councils.
DIVIDED PURSE,

Turning now to the provinees, the first thing
that claims our attention is the refusal of the Joint
Committee to accept the proposals of the Govern-
ment of India for having & divided purse. The
joint purse system is to be given effect to every-
where unless it is shown to be unworkable. Whers

it breaks down the Governor may allocate the re-. J

venue himself between the two halves of the execu-

tive Government or may ask the Governor-General

to appoint some authority to do so.

Thedivision of subjects into reserved and trans-
ferred recommended by the Functions Commit-
tee has been accepted with slight alterations.

The -

departments of Education and Industries will -

therefore be provincial subjects and will be under
the control of the ministers.
Taxation has not been made a transferred sub-

ject formally. But as the Joint Committee lays .

great stress on agreement between the official and

popular sections of the executive Government when .

a measure for imposing fresh taxation is proposed
and the elected element will be in an overwhelm-
ing majority in the Counoils, the finances will still
be regulated in accordance with the wishes of the
elected representatives of the people. .
The position of the ministers is to be the same
as that of executive councillors. Their salary is to
be determined by the Legislative Council, but they
will enjoy the same status as members of the Exe-
cutive Council. Ordinarily the Governor isto al-
low them to have their way even when he cannot
see eye to eye with them, and after dissolution it
is expected that he will accept the advice of his
new ministers regarding the issues which forced

the_dissolution.
PRESIDENCY RANK FOR U. F.

It ought to be a matter of special satisfaction
to the people of the United Provinces that their
provinces will rank with the three presidencies,
A proposal made by Lord Islington that the pro-
vinees of Agra and Qudh should be formed into &
presidency was defeated in the Committee, but the
second schedule to the Bill provides that the Gov-
ernor of the U. P. shall receive the same salary as
the Governors of Bombay, Bengal and Madras.
The United Provinces ought to be grateful for this
enhancement of their status to Mr. Chintamani te
whose efforts principally this result is due.

GRAND COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL OF STATE.

The Committee has declared itself against the
creation of the Gand Committee and the Council
of State as agencies for enabling the executive to
pass legislation which it considers necessary. The
Grand Committee can be brought into being only
by the Governor and can deal solely with measures
which are certified by him to be essential to the
maintenance of peace and order. They are to re-
gister the decrees of the Governor. Since the res-
ponsibility for securing essential legislation rests
on the Governor, the. Committee thinks that it will
be better to entitle him to pass a law in respect of
& reserved subject ¢ if he considers that the Act is
necessary for the proper fulfilment of his responsi-
bility to Parliament,’ Except in case of a grave
emergency, such Acts, passed on the sole responsi-
bility of the Governor * should be reserved by the
Governor-General for His Majesty's pleasure and
be leid before Parliament.” No Governor is likely
to exercise with a light heart the power of passing
a law by his fiat, but as a matter of constitutiona
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form I prefer the plan of the Grand Committee fo

‘this expedient., Besides the composition of the
Grand Committee did not make it certain that the
exacutive would always be able to have things
their own way. The method proposed by the Joint
‘Committes ensures that the popular representatives
shall not ba able to thwart the wishes of the execu-
tive,

As for the Central Government, the Council of

* State is not abolished. On the contrary, it is pro-
posed that the number of its members should be
inoreased to sixty, of whom nof more than twenty
are to be officials. But it is to perform the funec-
tions of a second chamber only. In order to ena-
-ble Government to pass laws that it regards as es-
sontial the Governor-General will enjoy powers in
regard to Indian 1egislation similar to those con~
ferred on the Governor in respect of provincial
legislation and, except in a time of crisis, Acts
passed by him ghall not come into forse until they
have received His Majesty’s assent.

BUDGET AND PCPULAR CONTROL.

My survey of the proposals of the Committee
is by no means exhaustive, but I have purposely
dealt only with those recommendations which re-
late to fhe transfer of constitutional control into
the hands of the people of India. They will serve
to establish what I have asserted in an ear-
lier part of this letter—that the Joint Committee’s
report marks a substantial advance not only on
the Bill but also on the * Montford * scheme. The
proposals made in regard to the Legislative As-
.sembly, the Vieceroy's Exeocutive Council, the eie-
ction of presidents of the Indian and provincial
legislatures and the position of ministers are all
more liberal than the eorresponding provisions in
the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme. If Mr. Montagu
ocould have had his own way, the Government of
India would have been made amenable to the po-
pular will at least in one respeot.
in the minutes of the Committee’s proceedings

-{after the conclusion of the evidence) that on the
wilst Ootober he proposed that, with the exeeption of
those items of expenditure which were declared to
be a permanght charge on the Indian revenue, the
budget should be submitted to the vote of the As.
sembly which should have the power of dealing
with it as it thought proper, the Governor-General
having the power to restore any item reduced or
struck out by the Assembly by certifying that it
was necessary to the discharge of his responsi-
bilities. But on the 3rd November, he himself
brought forward another proposa! which enabled
the GovernGr-General to treat any demand for ox-
penditure as sanotioned, even if not assented to by
the Assembly, without stating the reasons for sot-
ting aside the decision of the Legislature. We
may be sure that he did all he could to persuade
. his colleagues to accept his first proposal and that
it was only when his efforts proved unsuccessful
:‘thnt he found himself compelled to water it down.
MONTFORD SCHEME AND THE BILL.

The Bill can be passed this year only if it is

It is recorded |

not opposed by the House of Lords. To secure the
support of that body it must have been necessary
for the more progressive members of the Com-
mittee to secure the good will and co-operation of
the peers who were their colleagues and partiou-
larly of Lord Selborne whose lead the House of
Lords is likely to follow in regard fo the BillL
Otherwise one may feel pretty certain that it would
have been more extensively modified to satisfy the
legitimate demands of Indiane.

The only respect in which the report falls
short of the * Montford® Scheme is in its opposi-
tion to any ochange in the list of reserved and
transferred subjects five years after the esta-
blishment of the reformed councils, This detracts
appreciably from its value; nevertheless I have no
hesitation in saying that, taken all in all, the Re=
port goes farther than the Montagu-Chelmsford
gscheme. It brings us nearer to the goal of respon-
sible government than the scheme. It confers great-
er power on us in the provinces and enables us to

exercise much greater influence in all-Tndia afiaira,
ENGLISH FPRESS OPINIONS.

The English press on the-whole welcomes the
report. The Times calls it India’s charter and
pleads earnestly that its recommendations should
be embodied into law before Christmas next. The
Westminster Gazette and the Daily News also em-
phasise the mnecessity for passing the necessary
legislation before Parliament adjourns. India has
waited long, they say, and her patience is exhaust~
ed. Unless something unexpected happens the
Bill as modified by the Committee ought to be
passed by Parliament by the middle of December.
If any delay takes place it will not be Mr. Mon.
tagu’s fault,
’ H. N, KUNZRU.
London, November 20.

CORRESPONDENCE,

THE COMMON LANGUAGE FOR INDIA.
THE EDITCR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

S1R,—The presidential address of Dewan Bshadur V. P,
Madhava Rao, . I. B, 8t the 3rd sessians of the All-India
Common Language Conference will, no doubs, add to the diffi-
culties of the builders of Modern India and would make their
taek the harder.

He says, * The idea of adopting a single language for all
purposss is too antiquated to deserve serious consideration.”
He adds that Muhammadans may object to the adopsion of
Hindi a8 a common lapguage and so objection may come from
the Dravidian speaking quarters.

1 care little for any objection in this matter, so Ieng as I
bear in mind that, in the interestas of our common Mother, no
saorifice can be too great.

It in a common language that can draw together the peo-
ple of India who are to-day speaking diverse tongues. It will
make us olearly understand the aims and thoughts of one an-
other. The exchangs of words between two Indians through
an interpreter or through the medfum of a foreign language
will never serve the purpose of one language,

I care not whether the common language in India ia Hindi
or Marathi, Bengali or Gujerati, Telugu or Tamil, so long as it
is in the worda of Mr, Tilak, ** easy to write, elegant to the
eye and capable of being written with fluensy..." and
 ghould be one letter of every sound and vice versa.™
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Every Indian, whether Hindu, Muhammadan, Bikh or
Parsoe, must cast sway the garb of prejudice and join hands
in the making of a common language based, no doubt, on the
Aryan and Dravidian Janguages.

If we are unsucocessful in our quest for the key to the
common lavguage problem, then how was it possible for Dr.
Zamenhof to have found the key to an international language,
go far as Europe is concerned, Esperanto ?

To eliminate any doubt as regards the success of Esﬂer-
anto and to prove that progress can only be made by the use
of a common language, I quote the following :—

“That a skilfully constructed language like Esperanto is
easier to learn than any natural language can hardly be
contested, All difficulties of accidence, syntax, pronun-
ciation are cut down to & minimum. There are no excep-
tions and no idioms; the logic of language ia reduced to
very simple terms. It is only necessary to master a few
principles, the rest is a question of vooabulary." —From
the report of the Modern Language Committes. ' There
is a strong feeling that nons of the national languages is
acceptable as an international lunpguage, and that only a
neutral language such as Esperanto can fill the role.
—Daily Mail Year Book, 1918. ™
I am an optimist to the letter and as such should curtail

the number of years for India's uplift to less than forty, which
pufficed for Japan.

Conferences and committees can help us very little if we
do not find & Zamenhof amongst us. Cannot India, who gave
birth to Sir J. C. Bose, Messrs, Rabindranath Tagore, G. K,
Gokhale and others, give us « man for this immmortal work ?
Well, time alonc will shew, and in the meantime let us de-
vote a part of our life to this problem.—Y ours, ete,

SurriAH EATHIRABAN,
Kuala Lumpur,

{ Federated Malay States, )

11th Octoler, 1919.

SELECTION,

THE REFORM BILL.
MR. SASTRI'S VIEWS.

OUR special correspondent proceeding to the Amritsar
Congress had an opportunity of calling on the Hon’ble Mr,
V. B. Srinivasa Sastri at his residence in Bombay yesterday
{Dec. 22) and obtained the following interview i—

“Intimution has just come of the Lords' amendments to
the Government of India Bill,” said Mr. Sastri, “I am relieved
that they arc really minor and do not affect the scope or the
value of the Reforms. In a day or two we shall reoceive the
glad news that the Billhas become law. Should the announce-
ment of His Majesty's assent be coupled with the deelaration
of political amuesty, the leart of India, now so sore owing to
the Punjab revelations, will receive the much-needed balm. I
am not without hope that Mr. Montagu who has surmounted
oxtraordinary difficulties will yet crown his achievements
with an act of clemency, which will ensure for his high-hearted
policy the joyous welcome to which it is entitled. His place
amongst the benefucrors of India is secure from the chances
of time. Owing to the complexity of the measure and the
large gaps to Le filled up yet by the rules, the full extent of its
beneficence will not be readily realised Ly the public. When
it is in full operation the praise now bestowed upon it mll be
found to have been Just

“In many ways,” continued Mr. Sastri, “public workers in
India as well as their leaders will require to change their atti-
tude to Govermient and their general outlook so completely
that it can be neither quick nor easy. The fond wish of most
young people and some péople who are not young that there
should be no parties in Indian politios will never be fulfilled,
nor would it be a desirable consummation for the working of
wostern democratic institutions, But the sphere of politioal
activity in which the spirit of the new order will be mainly

operitive is the provineial sphere as distinguished from the

national, and ns the questions which engage the liveliest in

terest will ner.a_essnrlly vary from province to province, partnes—-
hereafter will tend to be provinecial and although the nomenola-
ture may be common toall India, the lines of the divisionare not
likely to be uniform. The distinction which now plays so pro-
minent and so odious & part in current polities, viz., between
moderates and extremists or liberals and radicals will be obli-
terated on the inauguration of the new constitution and the re=
casting of the persounel will astonish the observer. Those
who have engaged their deepest feelings in the present-day
divisions will do well to remember this, and, if possible, adjust
themselves to the inevitable ¢change. Especially in Madras it
ismuch to be wished that Brahmans and non-Brakmans act on
the suggestion of the Joint Committee and settle their diffe-
rences 3o that the future lines of cleavage will not be those of
caste or community, but those arising from genuine difference
on live issues. A bright example is afforded by tbe Hindu~
Muslim compact of Lucknow which has survived much defec-
tion and even an ill-judged attack from the GQovernment of
India. A concordat between communities: reinforced by
public opinion will ot only etand upshaken but start them
on a career of common aspirations and cemmon struggles
under happy omens. The reservation of seats is an expedient
which was thought of very early during this bitter struggle
and, if accepted, might bave been sdopted in the report of the
Franchise Committee. I hope nomore unnecessary ill-will will

- be created in the course of future negotiations and the Gov-

ernment of India will not be compelled to appoint an arbitra-
tor who must take the decision out of the bands of the com-
munities concerned. 'If the leaders at- present in authority
are unable to shake off the prejudices and antipathies en-
gendered in the last few years let them leave the decision by
copsent in the hands of delegates on both sides whose minds
still retain some detachment.

“I have been beld to blame for the failure of an attempt
made in London to effect a compromise, The fact is the
notice given me was much too short and, after consulting my
friends, I informed Mr. Ramarayaningar that we could not
possibly accept his invitation that evening as we were all.
going to the House of Commons to listen to the Prime Minjge
ter's concluding speech of the session. We heard nothing
further on the subject. Noone who was at all earnest ona
matter of first-rate congsequence would cali this a rupture of
negotiations or consider it a sufficient ground for condemuning
others.

If we exolude Sir Alexander Cardew and imclude Mrs.
Besant, the number of Madras witnesses before the Joint Com-
mittee is 17, which is much larger than that from any other
province, and the ability and elequence displayed by them were
remarkable. I am proud of the publie spirit and self-sacrifice
displayed by our Province on this occasion; but I fear our
claim . superiority cn this account will be discounted by the
circumstance that it was disfigured by internecine rancour.
When this caste difference is ccmposed let us hope that the
stir and excitement it had caused will te all 1o the good and
Madras will reap as fine a harvest from the ferment {¥) as any
province in India."—The Madras Mail,

MRS. BESANT AND MR. SASTRI.

TrEe London correspondent of the “Leader”

Mrs. Besant and Mr. Sastri leave for India to-morrow. In
their varicus ways, they have rendered admirable service to
the country. Mrs. Besant, by dint of tremendous effort, on
platforms all over the country, and to all kinds of audiences,
has aroused a great deal of substantial icterest, as that word
is understood here in matters Indian, in the Bill cow before
Parliament, and her ¢lose association with tke Latour leaders
hag enabled her to help them to realize that it would be doing
no good to India to oppose the Bill, but she has all along held
the view that, in the not very distant future the Labour party
would comme into power here, and that then a broader measure
of self-government could fairly be expucted. 1 am not at ail
50 sanguine on this point as Mrs. Besant appears to be. I
think that the Labour party aré considerably farther away
from the realisation of their ambitions in this dircotion that

writes:—
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<they have tm;tgined themselves to be before the railway strike.
Btill, all this in matter of prophecy, which is better left to pro-
-phets. Mr. Bon Bpoor, who, in this matter, appears to speak
-on bahalf of his party, says, in a report published in today's
Daily Herald, that when it does come into power, it will un-
- doubtedly pass a measure going further in the direction of self-
goverament.
. Of Mr, Bastri it is more difficult to speak, for so much of
“his work has been of that quiet and unobtrusive kind that is
not advertisad and does not come under the direot observation
-of more than & dozen people. But it is no exaggeration to say
-that no member of any deputation has done as much as he to
.give the Biil its present shaps. In so many respects, he has
shown that he is a worthy suceessor to his great leader, My.
‘Gokhale. In this matter, too, Mr. Gokhale's mantle seema to
thave fallen upon his shoulders, and he has worn that majestio
« garment with an ease that would have delighted his master.
India hag cause to fesl very proud of Mr, Sastri, and it is a
‘matter for astonishment and sorrow that suod malicious at-
tacks have been made upon him, not only in Madras where
" his enemies, by their very forooity, render tribute to his great
- oapacity and qualities, but alsc in Bombay, where, I hear, one
_--of the cldest members of his party speaks of him asa ‘ black
-sheap. ' May there be many more such, might well bs the
Jprayer of patriotic Indians.

BECONE A REGULAR READER

““BUSINESS WORLD,” THE LEADING BUSINESS
MAGAZINE.

BUSINESS WORLD is a high-class publica-
rtion devoted to the discussion of all economie to-
" pics of interest. It costz only Rupees five for re-
.gular monthly delivery to any address in India,

Burmah & Ceylon. Fill up the undermentioned
:form and mail it to the address given below:

'THE “BUSINESS WORLD” PUBLISHING Co,
P, 0. BOX NO. 235, MADRAS,
Enolosed find..coveurensne: for Rupees five for which
-send the “Business World"” for one year from the
-gurrent month.

Note:—All cheques, drafts, money-orders ete.,
™ should bes made payable to The “Business World"
Pubhshmg Co, Madras and not to individuals. No
-agent is authorized to oolleot money on our behalf,

BOOK OF THE HOUR.
Currency Reform in India

BY
Prot. V., G. KALE,

The author has made out & very strong ease in
favour of a sound currency and exchange system
for India. Every one who wishes to ‘understand
the exchange problem should read the book, which
is extremely inastruoctive.

Price Re. One,
Copies may be had from booksellers or ~—
The Aryabhushan Press, Poona Qity,

Frrbt—Jresf—orcforecfrorserafcraftrafmtnt crsf—aef-o §
For Rough, Glazed
AND OTHER KINDS OF
Printing Papers
Please apply to:—
}
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Krishna Printing Press, ~Agency

9 Anantwadi, Bhule'shwar,
BOMBAY.
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INDIAN REFORMS.

THE GOYERNMENT. OF INDIA BILL, 1919
WITH

The full text of the bill, the memorandum, Mr.
Montagn’s speech and Sir Sankaran Nair's Minu-
tes; summaries of Southborough Committes's Re-.
ports, Government of India’s despatches and ocon-
nected papers; also schemes of Reforms of the
Congress, The Muslim League, the Indo-British
Joint Conference, Sir W. Wedderburn, Gokhala.
Lord Islington and H.. H. the Aga Khan.

Re. I. To Subscribers of the ' 1, R." As. 12,
G. A, Natesan & Co.

Publishers, George Town, Madras,
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BIKANER LOHIS.

Fine wraps made of the famous Bikaner wool
“Guaranteed pure wool and soft. Very durable,
Prioes from Rs. 15/ upwards.
The Secretary, Industries_ Departmeat, Bikaner.

JUST A WORD

or two t0 remind you to send your order To-Day £3¢ cur famons:
‘ COSS| SILK SUIT PIECES. ! f

Worth the price, and & piece guaranteed for one st : complete
) Price Rs. 8 per piece.
Order from:—Q00D LUCK COMPANY, BENARF S CITY.

INDIA’S WAR FINANCE.

PE)ST-WHR PRGBLEMS.
By Prof. V. G, Kale, M. A.
The book lucidly reviews the administration

' of Indian finance during war time and olearly

brings out the great sexvices rendered and saori-
fices made by this country for the successful pro-
seoution of the war to a victorious issue. It
describes the effetecs of the war upon Indian
finanoe, ourrency, exchange, trade and banking
and points out in what directions urgent reforms
are oalled for in view of the requirements of the
country’s progress in the era of reconstruction and
rapid development. Kvery student of publio ques-
tions and of Indian Economics ought to buy a
copy. Cloth bound Rs. 2.

Copies may be had of leading bookselers
and the Aryabhushan Press, Poona, and
Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay,

The Madras Co-operative Leather Goods
Factory, Ld.,

STARTED & MANAGED

BY ‘
THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY,
Will make all kinds of Boots, Shoes, Sandals,
Belts, Bedstraps, Handbags, Hold-alls, ete., to your
complete satisfaction,
It is a workmen's Society. Workmanship
Excellent. Rates Moderate,

-, THE SERVANT OF INDIA SOCIETY,
ROYAPETTAH—MADRAS.
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‘Self-Government for India.
IN TAMIL,

The “ Hindu ” says:—

‘This"is an edaptation in easy

Tamil of the Hon. Mr. V. 8. Srinivess Sastri's pamphlet bear-

ing the same title.

Mr. S. M. Michael of the Servants of India

Societg has done s useful service to South India by making it

availa
t J 18
Apply to :—=The Secretary,
Servants of Indla Society.

le to the Tamil-reading public. The book is priced at

—_— e~

GET GOOD SIGHT.

By removing the cauee of bad sight. Don’t commit
~the common error and take to spectacles as the only
remedy for eye-tzouble—they will correct your sight.
But what you want is something to cure your eyes viz:—
the Actina Treatment. Actina has succeeded where
Specialists had failed, simply because it assists and not
opposes Nature. It is essentially s natural treatment
and the hundreds of testimonials are proof that itis a
successful treatment. To uee it is simplicity itself—
remove the two screw caps from the Actine Instrument
releasing the powerful vapor, which applied to the eyes
and inhaled through the mouth and nostrile sets up and
maintains & good circulation in all parts of the eye,
removes congestion and restores in the organ to perfect
health. It is just as effective in other catarrhal Diseases
such as Hay Fever, Asthma, Bronchitis, Headache, Sore.
Throat, Influenza, Deafness etec. Invest Rs 25-8 in an
Aciina and save apecialists’ fees. Valuabie Looklet
entitled “Prof. Wilson’s Treatise on Disease ' contain-
ing particulars of Conditional Trial Offer and convincing
testimoniale post free from Rai B. 8. Bhandari M. A.
Batala ( India ).

L 2 THE ‘ACTINA WAY.

USEFUL MEDICINES.

1. Jwarhari pills . w 0—8=0
2. Influenza cures ‘e “ 1-—0-—0
3. Cholera Auntigeptic ... . 0-12--0
4. Shatrughna . s v 0—4—0
5. Jivanamrita Gutika ... o . 1—0-—8-
6. Kuontal-Sudha e o 1—0=-0-

Postege and Packing charges extra. For further particulars

apply to :— PENDSE BROTHERS,
Vithelvadi, Boxpay No. 2.

HOW TO BECOME A DRUGLESS DOCTOR,

F you want money, happiness, fawme; be a doctor of
drugless therapy. This chance will be given to ome

candidate in & town and two cendidates in & city. Read our
booklet ¢ How to become a drugless-doctor ** sending two

annas stamps to—
Dr. SURATKER, (8.) N. C. Institute,
BARODA,

Dr. BAILUR’S MEDICINES.

HIivAa-JWAR, BALAGRAHA'
Ague pills. g ~ CHURNA,
Price As. 8. .48 Epileptio powder,
Per bottle, . Price Re. 1.

ey ’ # .Per bottle,
Ask for our catalogue for other medicines &
Particulars. .
Liberal commission for Merchants.

Dl‘.‘ Ho M- BAILUR’
Dispensary, BELGAUM,

Ramchémldra Govind & Son,

BOOK-SELLERS AND PUBLISHERS, KALKADEVI, BOMBAY.

INDIAN CURRENCY AND BANKING PROBLEMS
BY MOHAN LAL TANNAN, B.coM., ( Birmingham ), BAR-AT-LAW, F. R. E. 8,
Lecturer in Banking, Sydenham College of Commerce and Economics, Bombay.
AND '
KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B, A., B.80. ( Econ. London), BAR-AT-LAW.
. Professor of Economics, Maharajah's College, Mysore.
Crown Ootavo. Nicely bound, Gold-lettered, nearly 350 Pages with Index. Price Rs. 5.

GOVEGFIANCE OR INDIA, Price Rs. 3.
BY KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B, A,, B. 80. ( Econ., London ), BAR-AT-LAW,
. Professor of Eccmorqica, Maharajah’s College, Mysore.
(1) Higher Accounting With Auditing Notes. By S. R. Davar.
Officially recognized by the Government of Mysore for use in Colleges and Schools of Commerco
and recommended as a text to the Students of the Premier College of Commerce in India,
A book specially written for the use of Professional Accountancy students as wel}
as that of Accountants, Legal Practitioners and Businessmen, Price Rs, 6-8,

, (2) Elements of Indian Mercantile Law. By S. R. Davar. .
-Recognized and Recommended as a text-book by the Government Accountancy Diploma..

Board, as well as by the Premier College of Commerce for the University, Commerecial and Accountanoy
Examinations Specially writte:. ror the use o)’ ** Commerce "’ and ** Accountancy " students as weil as.

that of Businessmen and Accountants.

Rs. 6-8-0

(3) Business Organization. An excellent book for the use of students of commerce and
businessman, partioularly those in charge of the management of. large enterprises such as public-
oampanies, Mill Agencies, ete, By S. R« Davar, BAR-AT-LAW.

( In Press. Expected to be out shortly. ) Price RS. 6. net. .
Twentieth Century English-Marathi Dictionary :—Pronouncing Etymolo-
gical, Literary, Scientific and Technical by N. B. Ranade, B. a. 2 vols. half Morrocco bound. RS, 25,

Shah and Haji’s (Profs.) Guide to Economics:—In form of question and answer

very useful to students of Fconomics. Rs. 4.

Shah’s (Prof.) Guide to Indian Administration:—Very useful to Inter-

mediate Arts students. Rs, I-2-0.
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