The

Redistered B.—-308

Editor: 8. G. Vazs.

 Servant of India

Office : BErvanTs oF Ixp1A Soc1ETY, PoONA.

VoL XIX, No.25. }  POONA—THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 1936.

.’INDIAN' P - Rs 6.
ForercN SUBBN. 150
. - ——,

CONTENTS. |
) Page
ToPICS OF THE WEEK - - w 289
ARTICLES
The Future of Sanctions. - . 201 _
The Women's Fellowship of Service. . 292
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehra And curselves. . 203
MISCELLANEOUS :— '
Bervants of India Society :. _
{1) Summary of Mr. Kunxra's Speech. - 295
{2} Summary of Report for 1935-36 . '397
Mr. Kodanda Rao i Trinidad. = ... . 299
BOOES RECEIVED. — . 300

Tropirs of the Week.

S. I Society’s Anpiversary Céleﬁration._ '

THE thirty-first anniversary celebration of the
foundation day of the Servante of India Sociefy com-
menced at its head-quarters in  Poona on the morning
of the 12th inst. when its President, Pandit Hirday
Nath KEunzru, delivered an address surveying the pre-
pent situation. The celebration was attended by most;
of the members, the absentees being Messrs. Brinivasa

Sastri and Krishna Prasad Kaul who could not attend

owing to unsatisfactory health and Mr, P. Kedanda
Rao who is away in America. In the afternoon the
Society was “At Home” to about 300 of its friendsand
gympathisers who were addressed by Mr. Kungzru on
the work of the Rociety. A summary of Mr. Kunsru's
speech will be found elsewhere in this issue.

* * *

THE -usual election of three members of- the
Couoncil by the members resvlted in the return of
Messrs. Vaze, Limaye and Parulekar. On the com-
pletion of their one year’s probation, Messrs. Dinkar
D. Desai from Karnatak, N. V, Phadke from Sangii
and Shyam Sundar Misra from Orissa were formally
admitted to the membership of the Society.

* * *

THE practice of arranging lectures for the benefi
of the members by distinguished publicista which was
initiated a few years ago was followed this year too.
Mr. D. B. Gadgil, Director of the Gokhale Institute of
Politiecs and Economics, delivered a course of four
Jectures on the *“ World Economie OCrigis and
India " and Principal D, G. Xarve of the Willingdon
College addressed the members on *Soeialiem.”
Sir Lalubhai Samaldas kindly came specially . from
Bombay and spoke on the Bombay Provincial
Land Mortgage Bank. « The Society is grateful to all

-1 of them for their help. Tt is needless to add that thesa

lectures were highly appreciated by. the members,
» * i »

Matriculation “ Slaughter.”

. THE Senate of the University of Bombay could:
not this year meet for discussing the annual budget;
on the day. first appointed because of noisy ernd:
persistent interruption by a crowd of students and.
others who had invaded the Senate House. The de-.

| moustration was intended as a protest against what’

was described as the “ glaughter ” aé the -Matricula-i
tion examination held last April. The percentage.
of passes at this examination was somewhat lower.
than has been usual in recent years, This is gaid to

be the result of a large number of ) students below -
average attainment being sent up for the examination -
in view of animminent chapge in the cougse of studies

1 and a misleading circular issued by the University

‘anthorities. It is algo said that the abolition of the
committee which used in former years to review the:
resuits before publishing them finally, affected the -
percentage of passes adversely. In ease of a parti-
cular grievance of this last type it would be the
proper and normal course for any school authorities,
parenta or student bodies to approach the executive
of the University. In fact this course is being follow-
ed by & large number of educational associations:
Certain persons in Bombay-including unfortunately
some Fellows of the University,~however, geized this
oecasion to start a general agitation against the uni-
versity authorities which culminated in the row staged
in the Senate House on 15th June. How absurd and
illogical was the attitude taken by the agitators is
demonstrated by the fact that one of the *demands™
put forward was the guarantee by the University of
a certain minimum. number of passes ! *
. * * -

- . THE result of the matriculation examination is
arrived ai by bringing together the marke lists of a
number of different sets of examiners. The University .
authorities have after the appointment of> examiners
no band in shaping the result. Neither have they .
under the present constitution of “the University"
powers to modify the result in the manner in which it
was asked it shonld be modified All thizs was well~
known at least to thoge Fellows of the University who
led and enecouraged the unruly crowd of demonstra-
tors, That in spite of this knowledge they should .
encourage the obstructionists and advizse them to persist
in what was paively called the struggle of the students
againgt the University shows, we feel, a deplorable
want of balance, Have these persons, we wonder,
ever paused to consider the logical implication of their
action? Are they not setting up a plea for the control
of the standard of examinations not by the examining
authority but by the examinees? Do they not think
it undesirable that examination results should be cpen
to manipulation on outside pressure being bronght o -
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bear on University authorities ? And if the student
world once becomes convineed that what they think
to be their legitimate demands can be enforced by
“ direct action” then would 'it ever be possible to
maintain within an educational institution even that
minimum of discipline which the most liberal educa-~
tionists feel necessary ?

* i FEE. B o K

-

Sind Finances.

TwWO points were specially stressed by non-official
speakers in the course of the recent budget debate in
the Sind Advisory Council. One was the inadequacy
of the resources of Sind for her development and the
other the fearful extent to which corruption was ram-
pant among Government servants there,” Under the
first head the universal criticism was that Sind's
interest payments in connection with her debt would
act-as a veritable millstone round her neck. The bud-
get "provides for Rs. 146 lakhs, L e. Rs, 10 lakhs in
excess of the total land revenue .receipts, by way of
interest charges, Rs. 125 lakhs of which represent the
interest on the debt incurred for the construction of the
Sukkur Barrage and connected canals. This has
aggravated the financial difficulties of Sind beyond
measure. Whereas in pre-Barrage days her irrigation
system was a paying proposition to the extent of
Rs, 3% lakhs, it would now be converted into a
liability to the extent of Rs. 85 lakhs a year! The
debate was hardly fruitful from the point of view of
immediately practicable suggestions for placing the
provincial finances on a gound footing, the general
tendency being to look up to the Central Government
for more substantial help, - :

' . . o

IT was clear from the debate that the evil of
corruption was not confined to any particular depart-
ment or departments but was all-pervasive, In the
excise deparfment alone, it is generally supposed that
a revenue of about Re. 20 lakhe was being absorbed
by the departmental staff every year. Iffollows that
with stricter supervigion all this and perhaps some
more money could be made to come into Govern-
ment ooffers, But the extent of corruption would be
better appreciated when it is borne in mind
that even the Dow Committee which inquired into the
figures of income and expsnditure of Sind nearly two
years ago could not afford to overlook the existence of
the evil. The Committee's estimate wag that these
illegal gratifications swallow nearly one-sixteenth of
the total Government revenue. The Commiifee could
not help referring to thigevil though it did not come
directly within the scope of its inquiries as in its
view it had a material bearing in assessing the tax-
paying capacity of the people. We hope the Govern-
ment of the new provinee would devise measures for
putting’ down thig evil which so prejudicially affects

its income. '
* * *

Indian Situationin Kenya, .

THE recent departure for England of Lord Franecis
Scott, the leader of the Europeans in Kenya, has
thrown the Indian community there in a state of
consternation.. This is not diffcult to understand, It
iz generally believed that the object of Lord Francis
Scott’s visit to England is to persuade the Colonial

Seoretary fo enlarge the bounds of the highlands

regerved for Eurcpeans as recommended by the Carter
Commiesion, to vent the Europeans’ anger at the
disbandment of the Kenya Defence Force without
gecuring beforehand their blessings to that step and fo
ask for a more effective voice for the European cornma-

nity in the management of the affairs of Kenya. In all -

these respects the interests of the European and Indian
esommunities are found to come info direct clash and

T

it is natural that the Indian community should bestir
Itself with a view to safeguarding its own interests, It
is not purprising therefore that representative Indian
bodies and public meetings should record their dis-
approbation of Liord Franeis Soott's visit in nouncertain
terms, The Indian Agsociation of Mombasa e. g. in &
moderately-worded resolution expresses itself as being
strongly opposed to.his views. Not content with
this, it characterises his mission as being against,
not only Indian but also native interests. :
* * *

IN this connection one is relieved to learn that
the Indian community does not consider its duty
discharged by merely making these facts known to ail
whom they may concern but is thinking of concerting
measures to counteract Lord Francis Scott's anti-Indian
activities in England, To this end a deputation with
the authority and mandate of the East African Indian
Congress will vigit England, India or both these
countries witha view to educate public opinion inthem
on the Kenya Indian situation. The deputatiou to
England being a very costly affair, mere pru-
dence demands that steps be taken in advance to
make sure that the Colonial Secretary will be prepar-
ed to discuss the situation with it. Wo are glad that
this course will be adopted. It is a great pity that
when the Indian community is faced with such a
crigis in its fortunes it should be divided on matters
which to an outsider appear o be of comparatively
minor importance, .With good will and under-
standing on the part of the parties concerned,
these should be capable of amicable settlement. In
any event we would deprecate anything being done
which would in any way weaken the most represen-

| tative Indian organisation in Kenya, the Congress.

* * *
An Overdue Reform. '

OVER forty years ago it was that the Indian
National Congress first put forward the demand for
the constitution of a geparate Civil Medical Service
as distinct from the I M. S. which is primarily a
military service, But it is a matter for deep regret
that despite the lapse of such a long pericd the
dernand remains unfulfilled. 1It8 echo was recently .
heard in the Council of State but to no purpose.
The considerations on which it is based are too well
known to need recapitulation here. Suffice it to say"
that a service upon whose attention military interests
have the firet claim can never be expected gatisfactori=
ly to discharge its obligations for the medical relief
of such a vast population as that of India.

* : * *

THE war reserve of the I M. 8. consistzs of 66
officers on the Indian side and 134 officers on the Bri-
tish side. Why with 2 much larger number of -
Indian troops the Indian war reserve should be smal-
ler in eize than its British counterpart is not easy to
understand. Buf this ig by the way. In tie absence
of war thess officers attond to the medical needs of the
civil population but on its cutbreak form part of
the military organisation. The retention of such a
large contingent of highly paid officers as a permanent
measure in the belief that their services may be re-
quisitioned some day is naturally resisted by publio
opinion as a totally unjustifiable drain on the
public purse. Why not instead do away with this
reserve and replace it by the required number of men
solected from the independent medical profession
whenever an emergency arises ? This alternative was

suggested in the course of the ‘debate in the Upper®
House of the Indian Legislature. : .
s . .
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TEE alternative however failed to oommend itself
to the Government for reasons which, to say the least,
are far from cogent or convincing. Un_d‘ar the terms
of the Lee report the Government are, it was said,
bound to maintain & staff of European medical
men large enough to satisfy the requirementa of
the Eurcpean members of the superior civil and
military services, This preference for being treated
by doctors of one's own race is doubtless unreasonable
in view of the fact, to which attention was drawd by
more than one non-official speaker, that over one
thousand Indian doctors have permanently settled in

~ England and are not suffering from lack of practice.

F It is all very well to say, as was doné by the Governs
- ment spokesman on this occasion, that the war reserve

will -diminish in proportion -as Indianisation- of

' the civil and military services progresses. In other
- words this is to ask India to be content with the
. status quo more or less for a good long time. But the

real point is why should India be required to pay for

. the satisfaction of this prejudice on the part of the
" Europeans ? This question has been asked times out
" of number without eliciting a satisfactory reply from
"the Government. In the recent debate in the Second

Chamber too the point remained unanswered.

THE FUTURE OF SANOTIONS, -

OR the first time in the Italo-Abyssinian dispute

_ the British Government has given a real lead. So
far it only said: *If other Governments are pre-
pared to impose sanctions, so are we,
“ Sanctions, and drastic sanctions,-must be imposed.
We are prepared to play our part and would urge
all the other League countries to dogo. ™ It carefully
refrained  from saying this in the matter of an ofl
embargo at the crucial moment. It was not willing
to take the initiative in propesing a ban on the export
of oil to Italy. If could only say : “If other countries
are ready to cut off Italy’s suppiies of oil, we shall
not be behindhand.” Sir Austen Chamberlain had
recommended a bolder course of action, viz, that the

British Government should take it upon itself to

propose all the measures that were necessary to pre-
vent Italy from rewarding itself with the fruits of
aggression, and ini'these measures he included every-
thing, economic sanctions and military sanctions.
The British Government however never took this line,
which, if it had been adopted at an carly enough
stage, might possibly have prevented the outbreak of
war and would certainly have prevented the war from
being carried forward to a successful econclusion.
Military sanctions the British Government ruled out
completely from the beginning, Economic sanctions,
too, of a severer kind, it did not propose itself and
certainly did not press for. In the matter of with-
drawing such mild sanctions as have been imposed,
however, the British (Government has taken a definite
lead. It is a wholly wrong lead, but for once it has
given the lead to other Powers, thus making clear as
in a flash-light what its attitude to the whole question
has been from the beginning. It doesnot say, as it did
previously when it was a question of putting on sanc~
tions, “ If other countries insist upon -calling off
sanctions, we shall agree to do s0.” It says :“The
withdrawal of sanctions is necessary. We are going
$o urge it at the meeting of the League Council at the
end of this month. If, however, the Council decides
otherwise we shall fall in.” This volte face on the part
of the British Government has shocked public opinion
even more than the publication of the Hoare-Laval
proposals of surrender. However, there is no real
change of front, so far as the British Government is
concerned. It imposed sanctions reluctantly and is
glad to wash its hands of them at the earliest
opportunity.

Mr. Eden says in effect: “ There is no purpose in

It never said,

continuing the sanctions, which were intended to -séop
the war, after the war has actually “stopped.” . The

 New Statesman has given an effective reply to this"in
. anticipation of the debate in the.Commons of, the
' 16th inst. “ What has stopped,” it- says, “ds.t{hg

Italian war sgainst - Ethiopia, not the Italian war
against the League and the rule of law.” The Ethiox
pian Emperor fled from the battlefield, leaving Italy

- master of the situation, Now it is for the League to

execute a flight, and the British Government is speed-
ing it in its flight. Only Haile Selassie’s flight was
not dishonourable; he could not possibly hold his
own against aeroplanes and poison gases. The League,
however, could stand its ground if only it had made
up its mind to do so. Its flight will therefore be
thoroughly disgraceful, and Great Britain has brought
on itself an irremovable gshame in leading the League
on this course, The consequences of the Ethiopian
Emperor’s surrender too are comparatively . slight,
Oniy one island of independence had remained in the
African sea of slavery ; it will now be wiped off the
map. The addition of one more to the rank of slaves
is not & very great matter, But if the League is
liquidated, as undoubtedly it will be after this surren-
der on its part for all practical purposes, the rule of
law will vanish from the international scene, and
open brigandage will be enthroned in the world's
affairs. We do not mind this if ip reality we are to
live as in a jungie, where the rule of force will

- dominate instead of the rule of law. It is much better

to have to face -reality in its stark nakedness than
to be mumbiing words like “ collective security ”
and " international morality. ” Xthiopia has gone,
but all the subject peoples will know that all
the big Powers without exception are bent upon
pursuing policies which are strangers to’ honour,
justice, charity and truth, They knew this before, but
the League had in the meanwhile roused in their
minds hopes which are nmow cruelly disappointed.
When they are once again alive to the situation as it
exists, they will yet find out a way of stopping the
exploitation that is now rampant, ,

The sanctions, mild as they are and slow in
exerting pressure, are being raised, be it noted, just
when competent observers tell us that they will be

- effective if continued. Mr, Keynes folt confident when

the sanctions were about to ba enforced that if the war
dragged on the finaneial and economie sanctions
would prove irresistible. It is true that the war came
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0 a.stop earlior than military experts had anticipated.

Fhey thought that the war would go on for two years
and more, but Mussolini achieved a complete victory

between two rainy seasons. But the fact remains

that Italy's foreign trade has been ruined and conse-

quently Italy's economie position has become very

much weaker. No facts relating to the economio and

financial position of Ifaly are allowed to be officially,
published, buf the statistics published by the League

Secretariat make it clear that by the early months of

this year imports of merchandise from Italy into
sanctionist countries had come virtually to a stand-
gtill, whilst exports to Iialy had also -largely dias-
appeared, The exports from 19 countries-which ins
clude some non-sanctionist countries as well dwindled

from 9,836,000 American gold dollars in March 1921

to 5,742,000 in March 1935 and the Imports. from
7,194,000 dollars to 1,802,000, Similarly, it is ocal-
culated that the Bank of Italy’s gold reserves fell from

£70,000,000 at which they stood when the Bank’s last
return was published in October 1935 to about
£20,000,000 in March 1936. Again when the Italian
army is demobilised, the men engaged B0 far in the
military operations will have to be provided with

work, which will prove an impoesible task for Italy,
what with the debts it has already incurred and the
depletion of the gold stocks it has suffered. The -mere
maintenance .of the sanctions would thus have pro-
duced almost a paralysing effect, but the sanctions
could well have been intensified On 29th May, in
the House of Commons, some proposals to thig effeot
were made : the withdrawal of ambassadors, the pre~
vention of Italian shipping coming into League ports

or League shipping going: into Italian ports, the
severing of connections between Italy and Africa, and
the expulsion- of Italy from the Leagus But the
Governments of the League countries are afraid that
8s soon ag sanctions become effective, they will pros
voke ‘war.  However, such a situation cannot be
avoided. My, Henderson well asked: “If you are
going to refuss to apply sanctions g0 as to make thern
effective because you are afraid of war;, and if you

will only incurthe danger of war becausethe sanctions
aro effective, then what is the use of taking up the

time of the League of Nations or the time of any one

else in discussing proposals for bringing pressure to
bear upon an aggreasor nation? " The truth is that if

QGreat Britain has its way, the League will be dead or
else will lead a: dishonourabla exxstenee, whlch

much wm-se
i

THE WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP OF SERVICE.
R. G. K. DEVADHAR, the late President of tha

. Servants of India Society, did not find it possi-

~ bls, while living, to bring into existence mn
organisation of women who would devote their whole
lives in a missionary spirit to the service of the coun-
- try. But it will gladden his soul to see, while he is
not for more than eight months in God's ecare in
another world, such a body formed. The Women's
Tellowghip of Service is this body, and it was formal-
1y ushered into being by the present President of the
Servants of India Society on 12th June, when the

thlrty-ﬁrst snnivmary of the Society’s foundation was
oelebrated, with two very promising wonten workers,’
Miss Shanta Bbalerao, M.A., and Miss Godavarl
Gokhale, B.A, LL.B. These and the.others who will be
admitted into the Fellowship in future will be whole- .
time workers, and whole-time service  for womexr
necessarily implies, very much more than for men, a

.life of celibacy. - The founders -of the Fellowship do

not cherish the Tolstoyan notion that marriage is an
evil, In their opinion home making is no less noble
a pursuit for women than dedication of their lives to
the gervice of public causes. Only one conflicts with
the other ; no married woman can give her whole time
to publis work without eompromising her loyalty to
her home. Women have therefore to make a choice;
they can either give the major portion of their time
and energies to the rearing of a family and in theie
gpare hours carry on such publio activities as they
can or remain unmarried and spend themselves in the
service of the country.

An Amerioan paper wrote recently about the
celebration of the Mothers’ Day (10th May) as follows:
“If women complained that to manage & household
demanded a degree of courage and  intelligence not
often found, we could understand. But when they
profess to be able to- ¢are for a household in odd mo-
ments snatohed from public engagements, or aver that
home duties are mean and harrow, we simply do nok
know what they mean. A railroad, or e great banking
house, or an international steel ¢orporation, can be
matiaged by brains, but more than brains are needed
to makes a home, and keep it. It takea a strong will,
and a keen intelligence, and a tender heart, all attun-
ed to one great purpose; that Is to say, it takes &
woman into whoge heart God has put mother-love.”
The Women's Fellowsbip of Service, acting on the
principle of giving unto Caesar that which belongs to
Caesar, has decided to take in only such women aa will
be free from family cares and responsibilities and will
be in a position fully to discharge the duties of publia
life. If any of them desire at a later stage to enter on
matrimony, they can do so without any kind of slur.
Only in such cases they can remain in the Fellowship
only as part-time workers or as Assooiates. We see a
good deal of criticism levelled against the Fellowship
becauss it confines its full membership to unmarried
women. Such eritics may be reminded that in all
Chrigtian misgionary bodies the same rule prevails,
and it is founded on tha basie facts of a woman's
life.

The Servants of Indm Society has been asked,
and has consented, fo give to the Women's Fellowship
of Service for the first three years and Ilafer for such
period as may be mutually agreed upon between them
the necessary tontrol, overgight and guidance. The
Society looks upon it ag a high privilege to look after
the Fellowship in its infancy. The first members of
the Fellowship . have with singular courage come
forward ‘to shoulder the financial responsibility of
their institution. They have algo decided, very wise-
1y, to serve a sort, of novitiate with other public insti-
tutions in the initial, stage, so that when they have
gathered enough practical experience they can go fors
ward with work initiated by themselvea. The members
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of the Servanta of India Boviety will indesd be always

glad to give a helping hand to their sisters, but the .

Fellowship needs generous support from the _pnblic on
awide scale. To those given to charity we wishk foray

under the direct management of the Bervante of Perdik
Society at least for threo years Yiom now, #nd i may

be helped financialiy with as much trustfulness as the
Boofety itself. But mdére thah pecuniary help, the
Fellowehip roquires the motal support of all who fesl
B tonkarhh Tor the women's daude, And We béupealt the

& word of resssutanocs, The Fellowship's funds will be | pudblich assisthnts o the nbw institution with 4 e

hand and a full heart. “We trust it will receive it in
rich abundance, -

PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU AND OURSELVES,

I— PANDIT JAWAHARLAL'S LETTER.
To THE EDIMOR OF THE SEpvant OF ISina,

SIR,~I am grateful to you for your eourtesy in
sending me many of the old issues of the SERVANT
OF INDIA. I haveread the arficles and editorial notés
in them with pleasure and profit. And in reading some
of these articles I have felt that the hiatus between
your way of thinking and mine was not so great as I
had imagined.

You tell us that : _ ,

While the members of the (Liberat) Party will atifise
the eonstitution for what it {s worth, they will bvar bask i
mind the overmasteting fact that the ovmetitation ddaetved
to be pet oft the scrap-hedp ind will wolk with that end 16
view. Norare they ufitindfi! of the txét ¥hat A betber
constitution is altoet impossible of dchtevement by dun-
stitutional means, . . . The British Govsrinient hedds v weory
ssrved notice on the India people, dnd particdlerly on
the Liberal Patty who pin thetr faith %o constitational
Meams, that donstitutionaltem is &t an #nd ... Whensver
possible the Liberst Party will try to give & gsod apank-
ing to a Peactivtdry -adinfiisiratton €ctbposed of wil
the vested imterests, ay nigw to fer Wt will bo. The party
will on oecasion even emgimeer darimg, dedisive voups.
¢(Jan. 9, 1936.) : :

that :
We do not want- self-government rherely for eraoticudl
satisfaction, in order that we may enjoy the féeling That
Indians now ruls in the blade of the Pritichefs, T fact
even such a feeling would be filegifimate, for behind the
facade of Indian selferule that we may succeedin putting up
there will always be British control. But a mere change
of masters, even if it were real, would watisfy nobody. We
want self-goveramient only ds & magny of intreducite finda-
mental changes ih séciety, 47 8§ itreams of ‘dbolizhtng fref-
vilege, as a means of trandfetting power fromr the ruling
class, whether White 6 browh, Yo thé Hromd mussed of
people, as a means of establishing a demodatic an® oguali-
tarian regime, If our self-governmant {5 fuch #s to fore-
. alose all these momentons isduey, &¢ on Mr. Yayakars
hypothesis it does, we have neuse for it, . . . ' Wa Wait fHei
{our legislators) to sponsof dragfic ieasifed foF thd dred-
tion of a new social érder and chdlleige all theé vested
interests and the Governdr and the Covernor-General
together to do their worst. To makle fhe aonstitution
successful is not our objective. Onur objective 18 and must
be to re-vamp our social and ecomomic structure, and if
eveon in taking one forward etep in thi¥ long and weary
process we come into collision with the holders of power
aad privilege, as we are sfraid will be the ocase, for such
collision we must be prepared, whatever thé reaction of it
may be on the constitution..
.My own views ow these Issues have. zreceived
sfficient publicity. They go much further. But I
reeognise with pleasure s eerisin similarity in men-
tad outiook and & desire to- fave. the real problem.of
veeted interests, whether foyeign. or Indiam, That
peoblem, in the-shapa of the Indian States, has received

contimiouns attention inthe SERVANT OF INDIA and the |

attitude taken by it has certainly been in:advance of
somé sections of Congress opinion in the past,

In an earlist iasus (Aug 22, 1935) you stress |

- protest was ofterr a qualified one,

Tn téading thess artitles, with thetr tlear though

T vastrained analysis, I find it difficult to anderstahad

How the writets stop suddenly and refraitt from drsitr-
Ing the inevitable eotclusions which fdllow. They
Approach them, they hint at them, and yeét they sttgg
short of them both 1 regard to thé: political issue

hational freedotn and the soclal Iisie of temovirig
vegted interest and privilege. We are told that be-
eanse of the Qovernment of India Atb eonstitutiohdt:
ism is almost at an ehd. Why 'almost’ and why
just bedalsb of the Glovethment of India Adt; though
that Aét taipht make ths idoue dlearay? Is Bob §
Harrow dohatititfiohdlism And legalishy, which has
beeia the poliey of the Liberal Patty, inherontly and
dlways eut of plice When we havd to iHeet the fhal:
Jehiga of foraign domination or of entrenched Vested
{nterest ¥ T4 was the Mconitiod of thid fact id thé
political Sphere b the Congtredd that made the Come
Eross, despite iaty failingd; develdt rapidly into &
powerful ahd effactive orgnnisation; Tt was the refil
sal o adiiit 1t, even it 4 small degies; bY the Liberal
Party that fnude that Party, despite many viftuds;
ineifective and weak and domplebely out of touch with

- inges sontinferit ¥ The further recognition of his fack

in the socis! spheie of vested interests will inevitably
bring thé broad Mmasass even wicke Infd fthe hatiohat
movement and make that movement ir#ésintible;

The wtdasing passivity of the Liberal Party {quite
apset from direct action ) duripg all theso yeéass of
stoyri AHd stfess in Indid had beer the donssguénes, 1
feel, of that deadeniing ¢F¥ebd of ledalismi. Aetioh, ang
often brave and heroié adtion, has gaved fhe Oongresd
and pus &t on & pedostal in India; 6ven -though i

- was often backweard,

. The attituds of the SERVAKRT-OF INBIA in regard
fo Civil Liberty, I giadly admit, has been one of cot:
gistent oppesition to its suppression. But I am ot
g0 sure that #t reprogents fu this mattet, or in many
others, the Lib®ral Party 45 a whole, Something more;
surely, that ogcasional verbal protest wad demanded
by the cceuriences of the past six yeats. And that

as ¥ hot possible

for non-Congress groups, who felt on this quéstion of
Civil Liberty, to tekd steps fo imstitile enguiries
into ‘the ®¥ave eksedtiva exdesdes ¥ the Frontier
Provines, in Bengal snd slsswhers 7 There was nnvch
that could bs done, éveri uwnds¥ fhe dbnormal oeondk
tions then prevailing, to draw the country’s and the
world’s attention to the hérror that prevailed in India.
Without indulging in avy forni of direct astiow
peopla eonid have dissociated themdelves fromy too
olosean associatioh with the Goverament or high
offivials. Theto was ho such atfernpt af o gosture:
which: would have had & mdral valoe, excapt, -as far

‘a1 romember, by 1930 When soms motwbers of the

Legislative Asdembly resigned bocaunss of the
reprossion, P _ |

Asgoointion in thé Round Table Confefenos wWas
& gesturs in favouf of flie:Governnient which was
orushing India, Eves atthe R. T, C. ne effettiva of
continuous protest wae raised oun: this ground.

Hiwer since the early years of this century
the declared policy of Government hag been ‘o
rally the Moderates” fo its side and in conilicts
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;bet.ween- the Government . and large sections {. .
-0f the people;, leading: Liberals have :-held high ;

-executive office and been to all cutward showing part
and parcel of the Governmenl They have unden
taken responsibility for repression, and for the pro-
mulgation of the Seditious Meetings Act and similar
measures. Individual Liberal leaders in the Assembly
and elsewhers have supported Government in not
releasing political prisoners, conviots or detenus,

It is not a question, so far as I am conocerned, of
the Liberal Party or any other party, but of a certain
political and social outlook, which I consider reac-
tionary and harmful. I am sure, and I have stated
s0 in my autobiography, that there ars many in the
Congresa who have thig reactionary outlook. Iam
equally sure that there are individuals in the Liberal
Party who dislike this and who feel erobarrassed by
thair rsactionary colleagues. But thers -can be no
doubt that the Congress today does represent, as a
whole, the most advanced outlook, apart from Labour
and other groups more or less allied o if, and is the
only effective organisafion in India,

-vI have yet another difficulty. How far doss the
attitude of the SERVANT OF INDIA represent that of
many leading Liberals—of Sir Sivaswamy Iyer, Sir
Chimanlal. Setalvad, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Mr.C, Y,
Chintamani and others, or of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,
who (though not a member of the Party) still repre-
gents, I take it, the Liberal tradition in India? Do
they accept that constitutionalism is almost at an
end and the new Act must be scrapped? Do they
agree that “fundamental changes in society ™ are
necessary “as a means of abolishing privilege, as a
means of transferring power from the ruling class,
whether white or brown, to thas broad masses of the
paople, as a means of establishing a democratic and
equalitarian regime”? Are thsy out to “re-vamp our
gooial and economic structure™ and “challenge all the
vested interests”™ ?

I would gladly believe this, but facts seem to ba
against it. They associate themsolves closely with
those very vested in{erests, white and brown, end oppoge
eveon a consideration of such vital social changas, In
the Manifesto of the 21 businessmen of Bombay
there ware several noted Liberal leaders standing
shoulder to shoulder with saveral parsons whom you,
Sir, have frequently criticised for this reactionary
and pro-Government attitude. Do you agree with the
gantiments contained in this manifesto, political or
social ? And do you think that the answers I have
received from Sir Sivaswamy Iyer and Sir Tej Baha-
dur Sapru, which have been approved by Sir Chiman-
1al Setalvad and other well-known Liberals of Bom-
bay, represant the correct attitude in regard to civil
liberties ?

This letier has outgrown all raasonable bounds
and I crave your induigence for this. I would beg
of you to belisve that I write in no carping spirit of
criticism. I am not much concerned with parties
and individuals but more so with ideas and principles
and the action that should follow from them. I
think it is time that all of us should fry to think
straight if we ara to act straight. In my aufobio-
graphy.l have endeavourad to give frank expression
tomy feelings in the hops that this will help ina
real consideration of the issues before us. It was not
my intention to offsnd any oue, and if unhappily I
have succeeded in doing s0, that is my misfortune.
But that risk had to bz taken. We dare not ignore
realities for the eake of superficial gestures and
phrasss conveying an unmeaning politeness, True
couriesy requires a probing of the real issues and an
attempt to understand each other.—Yours, ete.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU,

Mussborie,
1. June 13.

II-THE EDITOR'S REPLY.

We are grateful to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for
his full and frank oriticism of our attitude to the
gocial and political questions confronting the country,
and we are glad to find that the criticism is on the
whole very friendly. - )

Civil Liberty—For one thing, his appraisal of
our attitude to civil liberty has undergone complete
trangformation. He finds in it no sign of weakness
or callousness. So far so good. But he nmakes certain
complaints againgt the Liberal Party as a whole.
(1) Their protest is often qualified. —We answered
this eriticism in our leadaer on “Civil Liberty” in the
issue of 28th May, and wedo not wish to repaat the
answer here, though Pandit Jawaharlsl has chosen to
ignore it. (2) It is a verbal protest not backed up
by action such as an inquiry into official excesses—
An inquiry has been carried out in some cases, though
not inall, But such a charge can be brought againsé
all parties in all matters. Did the Congress itself
institute an inquiry into the cases he mentions, for
surely he cannot maintain that all Congressmen were
in gaol at the time ? He will find, after he constitutes
the Civil Liberties Union, that the Union,though i
dedicates itself to the maintenance of civil liberty,
will not in actual fact be able to carry out, through
accredited agents, an inquiry into more than a very
small proportion of even the more flagrant acts of
represgion. (3) Some individual Liberals have failed in
supporting attempts at preservation of eivil liberty.—
This must be admitted, but the action of such Liberals
has rsceived no endorsement from the Party and in
faot is known to be in defiance of the Party’s resolu-
tions on the subject. But this is more than one can
say about the black sheep in the Congress. Over Mr.
Bhulabhai Dasai, for instance, the Congress threw iis
mantle of protection in another matter. (4} A great
many Liberal leaders have refused to join the propos-
ed Civil Liberties Union.—To draw from it the in-
foerence that thess leaders ara opposed or indifferent to.
civil liberty would be no more reasonable than to
infer from the refusal on the part of Mahatma Gandhi
to join a body, if one were projected by Dr. Ambedkar,
for the uplift of the untouchables that Mahatma
Gandhi is opposed or indifferent to the uplift of the
untouchables, Obviously many factors enter inte a
decision on such questions,

Conatitutionalism.—It would be difficult to con-
vinee one like Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who enter-
tains a lofty disdain for all constitutional details,
however important, of the fundamental change that
has come over the situation by reason of the provi-
gions of the Government of India Act. To any one
elss we would point out Professor Berriedale Keith’s
statement that “the amsndment of the constitution is
in tha main forbiddsn" by the Act. But Pandit
Jawaharlal would brush all this aside as mere Jega~
lism, and as of no consequence, Bstween him and
us, we are afraid, thera is no common ground on this
igaue, and a further discussion of the question is pro-
fitless.” The Liberals have at least the candour to
own to searchings of their hearts necessitated by the
new constitution, but the Congress is yet to show that
it iz as alive to the difficulties created by the constitu-
tion in the way of direct action as the Liberal Party
is alive to the difficulties created by the constitution in
the way of parliamentary action. Pandit J awsaharlal
loves to pour scorn on everything connected with con-
stitutionalism, but has been unable to prevent a drift
of the Congress from direet actionism to constitutiona-
lism. Why, he does not even seek to prevenf it. For
he supporta, and does not oppose, the entry of Congress-
men into the legiglatures. He no doubt opposes office
acoeptanoce, but there is no ground for the belief that,
in his opinion, acceptance of ministerships on_the
part of Congressmen ata time when repression isin
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-full swing would be tantamouwdt to their acquiescenes
‘ " an outburst of adverse criticism  has greeted his socia-
.- those .Liberals who associated themselves with Gov- |

. . in repression. Why doss Pandit Jawaharlal then brand
" . ernment and with bodies like the R. T. C, -as support~

‘ers of repression? Cannot one join them for the pur-

- poss of doing all one can to put down reprassion and
bring freedom to the people? If, even in the extramely

difficult situation created: by the “new- counstitution, -

we recommend parliamentary action and aocceptance
. -of office, it is with the  object of extracting what littis
" ‘good we can from the Government of India Aet, and,
more than that, of replacing the Act by a nsw one,
And, in this connection, it should be noted that no
- Congress leader outside the ranke of socialists and not
even Pandit Jawaharlal, though a socialist, proposes
-adopting the tactics of uniform and continuous
-obstruction of all measures of Government.

Vested Interests—Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
-approves of our policy in this mafter, but doubts
whether it is accapted by the Liberal Party as a
whole, Frankly, we cannof be surs of this as the
Pandit himself cannot be sure that the Congress asa
"body supports it. The existing party affiliations are
formed on an entiraly different basis, viz. the basis of
wringing power from the Britishers. On the question
-of how to utilise the power when it comes into Indian
.hands the differences that - exist between different
.schools of thought cut across the present party divi-
:gions, and we have no reason to suppose that there is
a smaller proportion of conservatives in the Congress
‘ranksgthan in the Liberal. Pandit Jawsaharlal agrees
that our attitude to one of the privileged classes in
. India, viz the Princes, is more advanced fhan that of
~the section which rules the Congress. But the Con-
_gress attitude to this question. is indicative of conser-
vatism on 8 much larger scale. Affer all, why does
the Congress shrink from promising the States’ paople
-{to take but one instance) a place on a constituent
assembly, which is to be convoked, either after
-or onthe eve of a political revolution, and, there-
‘fore, on a constituent assembly which may never
in fact come to be convoked ? What resistance has
the Congress to fear on the part of the Princes when it
has overthrown or is about to overthrow the resistance
-on the part of the mighty British Empire ?” Of eourss,
none. It is not afraid of the future ; it is afraid that
by taking up a hostile attitude towards the Princes
now it will only weaken itself in the national struggle
-agalnst the Britisher. And, similarly, it would be
-afraid of ecarrying on the popular fight against the
other vestéd interests in India—till at least national
freedom is won, This doss not. represent merely
Mahatma Gandhi’'s attitude; Pandit Jawaharlal

.

‘himself s not~altogether fros from it, ‘Seeing what

list propaganday he is trying now almost to explain
it away by saying, in effect, that no. one need
be frightened by his socialistic creed; that their
efforts - must for the present be concentrated on a

" nationalist political struggle; and that it is only when

this political struggle is gone through successfully that
socialism will be & live issue. He too keeps the fight
on to nationalist- lines, and in order to do so, must
necessarily refrain from attacking vested interests
where it is necessary to do so. But there is one serious
migealculation here, Back of Indian vested interests
stands the British Government, and much more
brazenly so under the new constitution than under
the pressnt. The British Government eannot be dis-
lodged from power uniess Indian wested interests are
put in their place. If even  Pandit Jawahar-
lal, the supposedly sworn enemy of privilege, is
not above compromising his position in this
matter in what he regards as the larger national
interests, who is to guarantes that the Congress
will fight Indian and British vested interestsa t{o-
gether ? Our own attitude we shall outline briefly
thus : We do not subscribe fo the creed of the com-
munists ; we are not in favour of the dictatorship -of
the proletariat, the liquidation of religion, the crush-
ing of the bourgeoisie. But we are in favour of all
reasonable essays in what Mr. Kunzru aptly styled
the othor day as practical socialism, in the abolition
of privilege and the ramoval of inequalities, and in the
rebuilding of society in accord with right and reason.
Ag in politios self-rule is the only permanent good,
and other-rule can be justified temporarily only to the
extent that it adheres to the basic prineiples of justice
and charity and promotes the material and spiritual
welfare of the people ruled, so in economic matters
the wealthy can temporarily justify their possessions
only to the extent that they use their wealth as the
stewards of the poor, but our constant attempt must
be in the direction of abolishing privilege and re-
moving inequalities. In India the need for trying to
abolish privilege both among the Indians and the
Britishers together is very greatly emphasised by the
coming in of the new constitution, '

‘We do not at. all object to Pandit Jawarharlal
being critical and even censorious of the Liberal
Party. We welcome eriticism from all men of good-
will ; the Liberal Party needs it as much as any other,
We would only suggest to the Pandit that before he
embarks on if he should take care that he has all the
relevant facts in. . : : :

THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY.
SPEECH OF PANDIT HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU.

The following ¢8 a summary of the speech made
by Pandil’ Hirday Nath Kunzru, President, Servants
of India Scciety, at the “At Home" given by the Sociely
in ifs Home in Poona on Friday, 12th June, at ifs
‘thirty-first annfversary —

MR. G. K. DEVADHAR,

T the outset Mr. Kunzru referred to the great oss

_A which the Servants of India Society had sustain-

ed by the death of Mr, Devadhar who guided it

“for eight years and a half. His championship of the
rights of our poor and suppressed classzs, his devotion

4o sooial Bervice as & means of leading the nation
-towards freedom and his industry -and efficiency led

Mr. Gokhsle to widen the scope of the Society’s work
which was originally limited to politieal education
and agitation so as to embrace within it those activi-
ties the object of which was to build up our strength
from within by substituting justice and equality for
tyranny and privilege in our pociul system. Social
pervice was a timid claimant to a place in the
national programme a generation ago. Today, thanks
largely to Mr. Devadhar’s enthusiasm srd drive,
it ranked with politicsl activities in public esti-
mation, Apart from this it was due to his inspira-
tion tbat the Soociety turned its attemrtion to -the

question of rural development to which many of its
members were devoting themselves exclusively.
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Mr. Kunzru then reforsed $o the Commitines whioh
kad been formned both dn Bombsy mul Posus to sollect
adequate funds to falso B ‘memorial $0 kim. The
Poona Bova Badan, which he founded with the support
and active Po-operation of Mrs. Rawabai Ranade
and rpised ko Mg present maigue poeition, was his
mopt vigible $itle tn-the gmbitunde of his counirymen,
Hs hopad therefore Hliat Lhe vnernedal wonld nasuine

the form of ussistance to this institution sothat the !
debt amounting Yo rwarly B lakh of rupees which |
dhreataned ifs existence mighé be cleared and it might |

be gtrengthened o sarwe the women.of India in many
waye. Hothanked the Rani Bahiba of Bangli who
wastaking A %kven interest ‘in f§ts futute and had
promsed a donatfon of Ra 5000, He was glad to
annouros fhat a btography of Mr. Devadhsr, which
Pad bean writhan -in Mampthi by n newly admitted
member of The Joeicty, would be published In the
®ourse of » fow Weeks,
BAO BAHARPUR KALE.

Proceeding further, Mr, Kunzrn pafd & tribute
o the 1atp Rao Bahaduyr R. R. Kale for his sustsined
snd actjve Interest ju publie quostipns and his regard
for the Spoiety, It was well-knowa that he founded
tbe Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economies in
wssooiation with the Boeiety and endowed it with a
1akh of rupees, Mpy. Kungru es sure that the value
of the Inskitute would be recognised in proportion vs
the questions with which it was eonesrned reesived
bur gerious attention,

THE SOUIETY'S WORK.

_ Dealing with the work of the Booisty in 1935-36,
Mr. Eunzru eanid, #t oeuld #oughly be divided info
four ¢lasses : politieal, ¢evnomie, ‘sdoi'al ‘and ¢duca-
tioral, The first category included, in addition to
general po]mcal agitation and work ia fhe legisle-
tures, the help given $o the subjects of Indian Siates
{n ¢their etruggle for oivie rights, and the seéond such
itoms as Inbour and yural 8evelopment. The other
hends covered nctivities like ‘the upliff of the de-
pressed olasges snd scouting (both for boys and
girls ). After recounting briefly the work dome by
the members last year, Mr. Kunzru pointed 6ut that
their record showed that the protection of the rights
of the masses and their advancement oceupied a high
place in the Seociety’s pregramme.
themselves with the organisation of labbir br tural

development or the depressed classes, they did ﬂOt-;
merely aim af Improving the modral conidition of the

people concerned. The Society wanted fo awsaken
‘their conscioushess and to releage their ‘imprisoned
- souls. Tt wanted to widen their butlook, to enbance
their self-respect and to make them aware that by
gelf-reliance and union they could make their voice
heard and control thelr own destiniee. The interest
taken by His Extellency the Viceroy in ruial develop-
inent shovld gladden every heart, but Government by
jteelf could not acbieve thg ond they sll had in
view. Increased expenditure on &ocial services
was neceseary and Governthent alone could provide
the necded funds, but ¢ould officiul agents create the
inoral dtmosphere required to vitalise the people
ind educate thein ifi tha rightas of citizenship? Re-

in oconcerning i

farring to the Seva Samiii Boy Scouts JAsacoiation,.
Mr, Kungrn weid, soouting ke anderstcod by it was -
an ¢fort %o tmin and dend wapllngs o ‘that they
right grow Into stroight snd strong trees, Its wim .
was to do Jor Iifitle boys and girla whkat socisl move--
ments of the kind geferred to above should do for -
the adult, it wms an eduostionsd aad nstionduild.
§ng notivity of the greatost Importanbe. |

Raferring to the politleal work of the Society, .
Mr. Kungru observed tbak its mewmbars had triad to-
dmpress on the tonntry that this was no time for-
eeli-praise mnd partieanship. Holding the views.
expressed revently by Babu Refendm Prasad, they
hud emphasized that the anfted efforis of nll natfons--
liste were necessary to pull the oountry out of the
guagmire in which it had suuk,

WOMEN'Ss FELLOWSHIP OF SERVICE.

Infloenced by the fdenls and wnethods of zhe.
Bervants of Indim Bovicty, but without ‘the Yemst-
dirett help or entoursgerment from ft, a Totr publio--
apirited ladies had resvlved to slari an orgenisation
to ereble women to devote their lives to ghe ssrviow
of the country. It wiil bo onlled the Women's Felloww-
ship of Bervice. Ttw tonstitution olosely follows the-
fines of the Society”s vonstitution andlays down rules.
for the selection and training of its members eimilar-
to those followed by the Society, but differing from.
thom in ome €mportart respect. Colibaoy will be-
an -essential condition of the membetship of the-
Women's Fellowship of Bervice, Its members will:
not be required to take the vow of celibacy on admis~
sion, Tbey may mairy witheut being guilty =f
violating thefr obligations, but they will have

to mever their connecifon “with the Fellowship-
on ‘marriage @8 its founders feel that after

her marrisgs & woman “will no longer be-
fres to give hat whole-iime servive which full
mem bersbip of the Fellowship would demand of
them ®. The co-opevation of the Berwants of India.
Society had besn asked forto give a #tart to the
institution and to help it in its infancy by sclecting:
snd éraining ite members and guiding their avtivities,
The Society will not be expected to give the Fellow-.
ghip financial help or be responsible for the collec--
tion of funds for it. The duty of the Sooiety will be
limited, according to rule 17 of the conatitution of”
the Tellowship, to its msanagement and control.
“duriiig the Brst thice years and subscquently for such
period as may bé Getermined by the Women's Fell ow--
ship of Service in consultation with the Council
of the Servants of India Society.” The Fellowship-
was & great venture, Its future would depend on.
the sympathy and support it received from the coun.-
try. 1t was the speaker’s privilege to usher it into-
existence that morning by admitting to it as-
members under training two Poona ladies, Mius.
Shanta Bhalerao, M. A, snd Miss Godavari Gokhale, .
B. A, LL. B., who were present in the gathering mnd:
whose enthusiasm guided by the advice of their more-
experienced friends was responsible for the estabiish--
ment of the FFellowship,
THE NEwW CONB‘I‘ITUTION

In conclusion, Mr. Kunzru dwelt on the positiomn:

of the Scciety in connection with the present political.
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situation and the 'wava in. which" lb BN AETVR’ the
‘{nterests of the country to a’ greater -éxtent in future.
He did not want to engage in the superfluous fask of
examining the reactionary provisions of .the new
.constitution. They knew well the grounds on which.
it had been condemned by all progressive parties.
He would, however,. draw their attention to' the
-views expressed by- Keitl i’ his recently published
-Constitutional History of Indis. *In the federal
scheme,” he says, “It is difficult to feel any
gatisfaction. It is too obvious that om the British
side the scheme is. favoured in order to provide an
eloment of pure conservatism and in order to combalb-
any dangerous elements of democracy -coutribut-
.d by British India. It is- difficult to deny the

justice of the contention in India that federation

was largely evoked by the desire to evade the issue
-of extending reaponsible government to the central
government of British Indis.” :
India eould not unfortunately stop the pro-
mulgation of the unwanted constitution. It had to
-take things as thev wera. The people had to make
-the best of their eircumstances and to utilize. every
opportunity of bending Government to their will in
‘the new legislatures and $o ecarry on propaganda
among the people to win their full political rights.
They could not ghirk the duty of oocupying positions
-of power, however amall it might be, under the new
-constitution, As regards efforts outside the legirla~
-tures, it was obvious that they must extend to the
whole country. The federal constitution did not
-apply to British India or the Indian States slone.
It applied to India as a whole, In order, therefore,
-to bring the full foroe of public opiniocn to bear on
QGovernment it was necessary to educate publie
opinion in the States as well -as in the rest of India.
This was & moral duty laid on them by the Govern-
~ ment of India Act. It would be a great constitu-
-tionsl injustice to India if in thé name of the
internal sovereigniy of the Princes they were
prevented from enlightening the people in the States
regarding the character and practicsl working of the
new constitution. To bar constitutional ways of
-seeking redress would be to place a premium on
-uneonstitntional methods,

" _
B e e S

« The unaatisfaol;ory ‘chafaoter-of tha new . eonh
stitution was parhaps fully rovesled only when thew
considered it in relation td those etohomic and gocial
questions which thrust themselvés on theii attention

st every turn..: An answer bad to be found for them

in the interests of orderly -progress, but the Act did
not give them: sffavtive powers 0 promote  the rapid
material progress of the country and to fake steps

"to deal adequately with economic problema affecting

the masses or the educated classes. Their =ability
to deal with.those large questions on which the
welfare of rural -areas depended was exéremely
oircumscribed. Impatience with the' present system

~which was spparent throughout’ “the country was
therefare inevitable. ‘
“that neither denunciations of the existing order nor

They had, however, t0 realisa

unrestrained idealism would serve their purposa.

Nor- would advocacy of benevolent despotism
gerve their purpose. They must oppose’ autocracys
whether it be of an individual or a party. Their aim

“waa to establish demooracy in the country. Short cuta

to suocess, howevar alluring, must be rejected if they
interfered with the achievement of their ultimate
sim. Again what was necessary to mobilise publie
opinion and to bring reform within the bounds
of practical politica waa to pomt ou the next step
that could be taken to brmg about social recom-
struction in the country. A great desl of thought
had been given to this matter which might
be ealled practical socialism in western -countries.
India must follow their lead Mr. Kunzru
wished that the Servants of India Society aould
make some contribution. to the solution of fheir
diffiecult and wurgent material problems. in this
respect. It needed - what might be oalled a general
staff to work out ideas and provide material for con=
structive policies, in so far as a small body like the
Society could. Both men and money were wanting
for this purpose, Mr. Kunzru appesaled to the publie
to help the Society to realise itse modest ambition to
help in the building up of a social pohty based ot
modern ideas of justice and progress,

SERVANTS OF INDIA SOOIETY
ACTIVITIES DURING 1935-30.

A report of the work done by the Servants of

India Soctely during 1935~88 was published on the 12tk
. inst, Following i8 a summary of the report :

THE Servants of India Society which eompletes
thirty-one years of public mervice to-day was estm-
blished on June 12, 1905, by the late Mr. . K,

- Gokhale, Seounlar and non-communal in character,.
the Bociety is a politioal body of public workers who

have accepted Dominion Btatus as the goal of Indian’

political advance. The bulldmg up of a higher type
- of character and the raising of the general standard
- of the people by political, social, educational, eco-
nomic and other aotivities are among the general
objects of the Society. It is difficult to nssess the
“value of the oontribution which the Bociety has

made to thenoausa of the country's progrees, but it
cannot ba denied that the idea of whole-time, frained
men working in a missionary spmt hps oaught
throughout the country. .

Mr.- Devadhar's Death.

The Society suffered during the year & serious
Ioss in the death of Mr. Devadhar, “its President, ogf
November 17, 1935, One of the founder members of
the Bociety,- Mr. Devadhar, ‘ever gince he joined the
Society, made socisl gervice, relief of distress, and
co-operation his mair -fields -of setivity in publie
life. His work in these spheres is known throughont
the length. and breadth of the country. The Seva
S8adan which he helped .to found =nnd foster has
suffered like the -Society . an irreparable loss in bis
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death. It is in great financial difficultigs and the
public c¢annot honour Mr, Devadbar's memory
better than by rescuing it from those difficulties.
His death crested a vacancy in tbe office of the Presi-
dent, to whioh Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru wans elect-
ed at the special session of the Sceiety held in Nagpur
on January 1, 1936. Mr. N. M., Joshi was elected
Vice-President of the Society, which position had
been occupied by Mr. Kunzru. During the year
under report Mr. A. D. Mani was admitted as
member. The number of members was 29 both at
the beginning and end of the year. As many as six
probationers were enrolled during the year,

The politiosl situation in the country continued
as before. On the oné hand, there was the forcing
of the Government of India Act on the peaple in spite
of unanimous Indian opposition and on the other,
there was the passing of repressive measures curtail-
ing the normal liberties- of the people. Government
were busy with their preparations te inasugurate the
provineial part of the new oconstitution. The Con-
gress was divided on the question of acceptance of
office. The Liberal Party to which many members
of the Society belong reiterated its uncompromising
opposition to the Act in its session held at Nagpur last
Decomber and appealed to all parties to joinina
common effort to have the Act speedily revised and 1o
secure the return of as many uationalist candidates
as possible in the coming elections. This represents
the view of the Society.

Political Propaganda. ‘

Many members of the Society were engaged in
propaganda work during the year. Mr. Kungru
toured in several provinces as President of the
Liberal Federation and addressed numerous meotings
on the present political eituation. Mr. Srinivasa
Sastri spoke at many public meetings in the Madras
Prosidency on political and social questions,
Meesrs, Vaze and Patwardhan took part in public
demonstrations against the paseage of the Criminal
Law Amendment Bill and the Bombay Emergency
Powers Bill. Messrs. Shahane and Mani in the C. P,,
Mr, Sahu in Orissa, and Mr. Dube in the U, P, spoke
at many meetings on pablic questions, Messrs,
Kodanda Rao and Joshi did vsiuable propaganda
work abroad, the former in the U. 8. A. and Canada
and the latter in England. Mr, Kodanda Rao was
engaged in a course of studies on Race Relations in
the Yale University. The Society’s newspapers,
the SERVANT OF INDIa, the Hilavada, and the
Dnyan Prakash osrried on unceasing propaganda
against the new constitution and the SERVANT OF
INDIA particularly was among the severest critics
of the new constitution. Messrs. Thakksr and Joshi
gave evidence before the Hammond Committee, the
former on behalf of the scheduled castes and back-
svard ¢*‘agges and the latter on behalf of labour,

The precblem of Indians Abroad and their diffi-
culties continued to receive the attention of the
Society. Mr. Kunzru spoke on the question on
geveral ooccasions, while Mr, Joshi was & member
of the Standing Emigration Committee. The SERVANT
OF INDIA wrote frequently on the subjeot.

The cause of the Indian States' subjeots continued
to receive special attention at the hands of the Society.
The SERVANT OF INDIA was as vigilant andont-
spoken as ever. Mesers. Vaze and Patwardhan were
particularly interested in the question. They and Mr,
Thakkar were members of the Executive Committes
of the Indian States’ People’s Conference. Mr. Patwar-
dhan was a member of the Legislative Councils of
Phaltan, Mirsj and“Aundh States.

The members of the Society were intimately
connected with the work of Liberal politioal organisa-~
tions. in the various provinces, Mr, Kunzru wag

President of tho. National Libersl Federation for 9
montha during the year; Mesars, Sastri, Joshi and-
Kaul were members of ita Counecil; Mr. Suryanarae-
yan Rao was elecbed one of its Secretaries for 1936;
Messrs. Ambekar and Gokhale were Secretaries of the

Deccan Sabha, Poona, and Mr. Venkatasubbaiya one-
of the Secretaries of the Liberal Party in Madras,

Several other members were on the executive com--
mitteos of provincianl organisations. The C. P..
Branch took a special part in the organisation of the
session of the Liberal Federation in December last.

Legislative Work.

Messre, Joshi and Bakhale represented labour-
interests in the Assembly and the Bombay Couneil
respectively, Mr. Joshi took a prominent part in-
the debates on tba Payment Wages Bill, on the-
Mines Bill, on the Conventions psssed by the,
I. L. O. and on the Ordere-in-Council with regard.
to labour oonstituencies and excluded and partially
excluded areas, He oppored the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Bill and the continuance of the Ottawa Agree--
ment. Tn the discussions on the Railway Budget he
ventilated the grievances of Railway employees
and in the discussions on the Generasl Budget he
stressed the need fer reducing indireot taxatiowm on
the necessarics of life,

Mr. Bakhsle was abla to get some modifiostions:
made in the Motor Vehicles:s Taxation Bill. He
opposed the Bombay Emergency Powers Bill and the-
Finance Bill, and, supported the Bill for lowering
the franchise of the Bombay Corporation. In the.
debate on the raports of the Bombay and Sind Dsli-
mitation Committees he pleaded for all the labour
geats being given to Trade Union oonstituenoies,.
s proposal whioh though sccepted by the Bombay
Government wos turned down by the Hammond
Committea,

He introduced a Shop Hours Bill, which after
passing through the first reading stage, was kitled in
the second reading by the opposition of the Govern-
ment.

Local Self-Government.

After constant efforts snd propsganda Mr,
Haradatta Sharma was able to organise the first-
Punjab Loeal 8elf-Government Conference at-
Labore, with the co-operation of influential organi-
sations and individuals, The conference has given,
birth to the Local BSell=Government Institute,
Punjab, which has been joined by many Municipa--
lities and Local Boards and has obtained recognition
from the GQGovernment. I organised a training:
class for the employees of munioipalities and Local.
Boards, who after passing an examination held by
the Institule were amwarded a diploma certifioate,
recognised by the Local Government. Mr. 8ha hane -
in the C, P, with the help of the members, of
the Legislative Counoil, organised a Local Authorities -

- Fgderation, of which he is one of the Seoretaries,

Labour.

The Bombay Branch has specialised in labour
work, Mr, Joshi was President of several trade
unione, Vice-President of the Asiatic Labour Congress.-
and member of the Governing Body of the L L, O.
Mr. Bakhale was the General Becretary of the
Trade Unions Federation, the B, B. and C L
Railwaymen's Union and the Dockyard Labour
Union. Mr. Parulekar organised some trade unions.
acd guided the workers in some strikes. Messrs.
Nayanar, Dube and Sshu were presidents of some
labour unions in their respective provinces.

Co-operation and Rural Reconstruction.

Co-operation continued to receive much time and-
attention from the members of the Socociety. Mr..
Venkatasubbaiya waa the Secretary -of the Madraa.
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“Provincial . Co-operative Unjon-and the editor of
~the Madras Journal of. Co-operation. Mr. Surya-
narayans Rao was a director of the Madras- Provin-
- oial Handloom Weavers' Society and of the Madras
Milk Supply Union and an honorary arbitrator. . Mr,
Nayanar edited a co<operative journal in Malayalam

-and was & director of the Malabar Distriot Co-opera~ 1

-tive - Bank. Mr. Andrews Dube was one of the
Seoretaries of the U, P, Co-operative Unrion, a dire-
.otor of the Lucknow Distriot Co-operative Bank,
:and an honorary arbitrator. Mr. Sabu was a dire-
.otor of the Cuitack Co-operative Central Bank and
a member of & committee appointed to organise a
Provincial Co-operative Bank for Orissa.

The Society’s Rural Reconstrmetion centres at
Mayanur in Trichinopoly district, at Chowdawr
near Cuttack and at Bhambora and Shendurjana
in Amraoti District, all made patisfactory progress.
"The Meyanur centre was in charge of Mr, K G,
‘Sivaswami, the Chowdwar centre in charge of Mr.
X N, 8abu and those at Bhambora and Shendurjana
in cherge of Mr. N. A. Dravid. Mr. Nayanar
Jooked after similar work started in five centres by

the Devadhar Malabar Reconstruotion Trust of |

which he wag Secretary. Mr. Venkatasnbbaiva
-supervised the six rural reconstruction centres of the
Madras Provincial Co-operative Union, while Mr.
Dube was the Joint Secretary of the Rural Develop-
ment Board, Luoknow. , .

Social Bervice of different kinds through
-8eparate organisations has been. & feature of the

Society. Until his death Mr. Devadhar was the.

“‘General Seoretary of the Poona Seva Sadan Society
whose work is well known throughout the country.
The Seva Samiti of Allahabad, of which Mr. Kungru
is the General Secretary, organised pocial service
during the Ardh Kumba Mela at Prayag. The
Bombay Social Service League with which Messres,
.Joshi and Bakhale  were connected celebrated its
silver jubilee during the year under report, Mr.
Chitalis, who is looking after the Bhagini Seva
Samsj of Bombay, compiled a directory of
women’s institutions in Bombay Presidency.

Harijan Work.

Several members were engaged in welfare
work of the depressed classes through the Harijan
Bevak Sangh and other institutions. Mr. A. V.
Thakkar, ss General BSoecretary of the Harijan
Sevak Sangh, gave his whole time to its work,
travelled extensively -throughout the country and
addressed innumerable public meetings on the uplift
-of Harijans, Mr., Dovadhar was the president of
‘the Maharashira Provincial Board and Mr, Kunzra
-of the U, P, East Provincial Board of the Sangh, Mr,
Kaul was a Vice-President of the Lucknow Board.
Mr, Venkatssubbaiya was the Secretary of the
‘Madras City Board and Mr. Negi of the U. P, Esst
Provincial Board, while Mr. Nayanar was a member
of the Kerala Provincial Board and of the Malabar

District Committee. The Depresged Classes Mission,.

Mangalore, was in charge of Mr. 8. R, Venkataraman
.for some time and thereafter in obarge of Mr,
Suryanarayana Rao. A free hostel and an agricul-
‘tural colony were conducted for Harijans at Gopala.
puram which is one of the centres of the Devadhar
Malabar Reconstruction Trust. Free boarding and
instruction werse given to Hearijane also at the
Servindia Community School at Mayanpur, '

Mr, K. G. Sharangapani was in charge of the
Criminal Tribes Settlement at Jalgaon in Enst
Kbandesh, - : Tl

Mr. Dube was Secratary of the U, P, Temperance
. Association and Mr. Suryanarayana Rao that of the
Madras Temperance League, He was also Secretary
-of the National Health Association of Sonthern

.¢laim.”

India whioh, in addition tc -oarrying on preventive
health propaganda, organised tmeetings on nutrition,

- For ‘some monthia! iri -the period under  reporg
Mr. Suryanarayans Rao was engaged in giving sup-
plementary- rolief to famine sufferers in the Anants-
pur and Bellary Districts of the Madras Presi-
dency, ' Similarly Mr. Sahu was engaged in flood
reljef in Orisga. =~~~ - -~~~

et © " Scouting. _ .

Scouting was an important activity of the
Upper India Brapch of the Society. Mr. Kunzru
continued to be the Chief Commissioner of the Seva
Samiti Boy Scouts Aessociation, while Mr, Sri Ram
Bajpai was it Chief Organising Commiesioner,
The latter gava all his time for scouting. A grand
mela of the soouls of the Association took place at
Dayalbagh, which was & remarkable success. The
Madras members of the S8ocoiety helped the Associa~
tion o make considerable progreas in that provinece,
The total nuamber of scouts of the Association
inoreased remarkably from 50,000, to 80,000 during
the year. , T

The Society continued to publish the Marathi
daily, Dnyan Prakash, and the English weekly,
SERVANT OF INDIA from Poons, and the English
tri-weekly, Hitavada from Nagpur. The latter was
converted from a bi-weekly into a tri-weekly during
the year, _

The Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics,
which is attached to the Booiety, continued to do
useful research and teaching work under the direc-
tion of Mr. D. R. Qadgil. It had 55 students prepar-
ing for the M, A, degree examination and ona for the -
Ph, D. degree. ‘

The expenses of the Society wore met parily
from inlterest on endowments and profita of its .
printing preeses at Poona and Bombay, and partly .
from collections from the public. With the gradual
incresse in membership and activities, the expenses
of the Society are also increasing. While every year -
it receives a .large number .of applications for
admission, it is able to accept very few of them
owing to want of funda. The Society, therefore,
appeals for much greater and. wider support- than
it has hithoerto received.

MR. KODANDA RAO IN TRINIDAD.

Some time aga were published tn Indian papers
crilicisms that had appeared sn the papers of Trinidad
against Mr. Kodania Rao who visited the Colony recent-
ly. Mr. Kodanda Rao, not knowing thal any of the
reports have reached India, has nol had an opportunity
of giving hus own version. But the following letter by
* Seafarer™ thal appeared in the HINDUSTAN TIMES gf
21st June will throw some light on the matter.

R. P. KODANDA RAQ'S recent visif to Trinidad

- -and some of his alleged statemenis there have

created a furore in a certain section of our
countrymen in the Colony. A few of them have writ-

" ten to the Press in India protesting against his alleg-

ed claims, It is reported that he claimed to be
“ Envoy " of Mahatma Gandhi and a “ representative

- of the Indian National Congress.” By virtue of these

claime, we are told, Indians in Trinidad “ afforded him

" the most cordial hospitulity and invited him to- deli-

ver addresses in various centres of the Colony.”
Mahatma Gandhitold a Press representative at Banga~
lore the other day that he considered Mr. Kodanda
Rao, “ too straightforward-a man to make any such
The fact is that Mr. Kodanda Rao never
made such claims. As far back as February 1935,
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Mr. S. A. Waiz, Socret.ary of the Imperla.l Indian Citi-
zenship Association wrote to various Indian organi-
zations and Indian leaders in Trinidad. British Guia-
na, and Jamaica aboui the projected visit of Mr.
Kodanda Rao.. He requested them to assist him in
every possible way. In the letter there was no men-
tion of Mr. Rao's agsociation with Mabatma Gandhi,
The Executive of the British Guiana East Indian
Association issued a statement in October 1935 re-
garding Mr. Rao and his visit appealing to the Indian
community for co-operation to assist him. Along with
this statement a * letter of introduction by Mahatma
Gandhi” was also published, This was the origin
of the present controversy. Mr. Rao arrived in Trini-
dad in March 1936. By this time our people had for-
gotten about the letter of introduction by Mahatma
Gandhi but had a faint recollection that at one time
Mr. Rao was associated with Mahatma Gandhi
Without looking into the facts the newspapers an-
nounced the arrival of “ Mahatma Gandhi's envoy.”
But Mr. Kodanda Rao made his position quite clear,
At one of the largest public meetings held at ' Port-of-
Spain and at which the Mayor presided, he said :=—

I have not come to this country as the representative
of any organisation or body in India at all, neither have I
come in the capacity of an expounder of public affairs,..."
I have come as a student of public affairs in my own capa-
city and with no authority representing any person or
organization to anybody or to preach or teach anybody
at all

he said that it had been his misfortune as editor of the
SERVANT OF INDIA fo criticize somne of the policies
of the Mahatma with which they differed. He was,
therefore, not exactly a follower of Mahatma Gandhi,
neither was he a blind worshipper at the shrine.
While the Mahatma was conductmg his anti-untoucha~,
bility campaign from the jail in Poons, it was for him
that he sent rather than anyoneelse. His criticisms
of Mahatma Gandhi .had been such that it did not
affect their relations and there continued to be cordi-
ality and helpfulness in matters on which they agreed.
Mr. Kodanda Rao said that the Mahafma was to have
been a member of the Servants of India Society. The
Mahatma slways claimed that the founder of the
Sociefy was his political ma,ster The event did not
come off, however,

If therefore, Mr. Kodanda Rao came to be known
as a representatlve of the Indian National Congress”
and “Envoy” of Mshatma Gandhi it was not his
fault. The Press in Trinidad gave him this status.
It. was a journalisticstunt. ‘

MAHATMAJT'S LETTER.

ini_;roduction =
‘Wardha, 29th January, 1935.

To My Amerioan Friends:

Sjt. Eodanda Rao has been in America for some tima. |

- He is a member of the Servants of India Society founded
by the late G. K. Gokhale whom I have regarded and often
described as my political Guru. 8jt. Kodanda Rao was
Private Seoretary to the Right Hon'ble Srinivasa Bastri
when he was appointed the Agent-General of the Govern-
ment of India in South Africa. He was Editor of the
SERVANT OF INDIA when he left for America, He is

moderate in politioa and an ardent social reformer, halding |
advanced views on many social problems, He rendered me |

great assistance while I was permitted to carry on the

anti-untouchability movement from the Yeravada. Prison.

Regarding his association with Mahatma Gandhi |

B '8

I have no doubt that he will receive s patient and eopr--
teous hearing wherever he goes. Amny assistance rendered
to him will be deeply appreciated by me, . :

(Sgd.) M, K, GanpHL,

It is further alleged that Mr. Kodanda Rao-
advised officials in Trinidad not to include Hindl and
Urdu in their curriculum for Indian children. When
Mr. Rao returns to India we would know what advice
he gave the officials in Trinidad but I do not believe
that he said that Hindi or Urdu was of nouse for.
Indian children in Trinidad. At the opening cere--
mony of the Fyzabad East Indian Improvement Club,
Mr. Kodanda Rao said, “I consider myself incapable.

-of giving any advice and would not give it in order-

that I should not be guilty of giving any. In South
Africa and other places where I have been, I saw the
people forming theinselves up into groups and teach-
ing their children their language and eulture and I
urge you to préserve yours as they are essential in the:

‘preservation of a nation. No' one can claim a lan-

guage unless he knows if, because you are not born.
with it but learn it after you are born. If is yours'
and anybody else’s who learns it. I apologize for not
being able to address the andience in Hindi. I would
suggest that religion should not interfere with Indian
publie life as it wag a matter for the individual and’
his God and he may as well serve his God in his
chamber. 1 will ell you. the motto of the politicians
of India &t the time when the Cohgress started its
work and that is: “We are Indians first and any-
thing else atterwards" This should be practlsed in.
your Club.” .
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