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Topies of the dWeek,

The late King.

THE death of King George ¥V on Monday last
will cause universal grief in ail parts of the globe, not
80 much because of the loss of the head of the British
Empire as of his personal popularity. He was pro-
claimed King on May 9, 1910, though it was not £ill
June pext year that the formal coronation ceremony
took place. But bis association with India dates
back to the yesr 1905 when as Prince of Wales he paid
an extended visit to it. The firsthand knowledge of
this oountry and its people which he then acquired
doubtless stood him in good stead in his later
years, Of his sympathetic insight into problems
concerning India unmistakeable evidence was
availablein the Proclamation personally mads by
him at the Coromation Durbar held at Delhi in
December 1911. A fresh bond was forged between
kim and this country by the memorable message
breathing a epirit of sympathy and goodwill for the
Indian people and mentioning Swaraj as the goal of
their political ambitions, which was graciously sent
by him through the Duke of Connaught who repre-

sented him at the inauguration of the Montagu-

Chelmsford reforms,
. ® *

. OBSERVERS of contemporary events will have no
difficulty in remembering that the late King's reign
was signalised by several happenings of world-wide
importance, not the least important of which was the
great war. The example of devotion to duty and of

- the sacrifice of personal convenience and comfort for

the common good which he then set was deserving of

very high praise, The Irish orisis, in whose solution
King George V is universally acknowledged to have
played from behind the scenes a very important part,.
also sorved to make his regime memorable. The-
establishment of the Union of South Africs took place
in the early years of his reign. It is not intended to-
give a catalogue of such events here; even m brief’
mention of them is beyond the limits of spaoce allowed
to us. We cannot however help referring to the
Statute of Westminster passed in December 1931,.
which defined the constitutionsl status of & Dominion.
Its importance from the conmstitutional standpoint it
is impossible to overrate. It ie an irony of fate that
within a year of the celebration of ths silver jubiles -
of his reign, in which the whole Empire joyFully-
participated, it should be called upon to grieve over
hia death. :

* L 2

*» .
Late Rao Bahadur R. R. Kale. )
RAO BAHADUR R. R. KALE, whose death at

' Poona on Friday last is deeply to be mourned, was a-

true blue-blooded Liberal. His Liberalism was not,
as is sometimes the case, u matter of convenisnce or
fashion, to be put away whon not in fashion or
publie favour but to be publicly exhibited when
paving, It waz s matter of desp faith with him.
Indeed his faith in it was so unshakeable that -
he did not shrink from risking his success at the-
election for its sake, HEven when it was clear that-
his chanees a8t the polls would have undergone a. -
decided improvement by his wearing the Liberal
Iabel less markedly, be it aaid to his oredit that he
disdained the ides of lowering the flag. Many a less.
robust Liberal, gimilarly cirecumsctanced, would
have been an easy prey to the femptation without .
any qualms of conscience, Mr. Kala was however
not cast in that mould and his steadfastness to-
Liberal principles was an nriicle of abiding faith
with him, which iaspired all his political work, His
regime first us a member of the Bombay Legislative
Council and later. as the Leader of the Opposition
was characterised by many stern fights in the cause
of popular liberty.

Y » .

RAO BAHADUR KALE was not only o politician.
He alao laboured assiduously in the social and re-
ligious fields on the lines laid down by his guru,
Mahadeo Govind Ranade. Hig interest in quastions.
relating to female education and to the uplift of
woman generally was not theoretical but often
assumed a practical shape. And the touching tributes
paid to his memory at fhe cremation by represents-
tives of the public of all shades of opinion bore
eloquent testimony to the oatholic nature of his
work and charities. It may be reoalled that it was
only in July last that he handed over his splendid
house in Satara to the Indian Women's Univeraity
to serve as a habitation for its loeal high achool.

' * »
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. NOR was his work in the cause of Jocal self-gov-
-eroment less onerous or praisaworthy. For more
~years than one cares to remember, he was connected

with the Satara Municipality and Local Board and in

fact died s the head of the former. In everything

-%hat he undertook, Mr. Kale was most unsparing and

his regime as President of the Satara Municipality

will be long remembered with gratitude by the Satara

- public for the various reforms which characterised it.
* * *

To the Servants of India Society in particular,
“his passing away is in the nature of & personal loss,
An associate of the Society, he slways took keen
<Jnterest in its work. But the establishment of the
-Jokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, which
- wag-the result. of his munificent donation of a iakh
-of rupees to the Society, brought him and the Society
=g}ill closer together. ‘Lhe activities of the Institute
are not intended to benefit any particular section of
~the Indian public or any one part of the country ; it
is an institution which by its labours will benefit
the whole land, Itis thus an ali-Indis institution
and the whole country bas reason to feel grateful
to Rao Bahadur Kale for his large-heartedness in
~endowing the Institute. It speaks volumes as much
for his desjre to remsain in the background as for
“his devotion tothe Gokhale school of thought that
_he chose to name the institution after the founder
-of the Servants of India Sooiety. To his daughter
-and son-in-law Mr, D. R. Gadgil, the Director of
the Institute we offer our most heart-felt condolence.

+ * *

“The late Mr. Shapurji Sakiatwala.

THE desth of Mr. Shapurji Saklatwala in Liondon
-.on Thursday last was a3 unexpected as it is lamen-

table, It is reported that he was quite hale and hearty .

~¢ill a few minutes before the heart attack which
proved fatal, But the attack itself was of such ex-
~geoptional virality that Mr. Saklatwala succumbed to
-it before medical help could be summoned. It may
-not be generally known that Mr, Saklatwala was a
near relative of the iate Mr. J. N. Tata, the industrial
~pioneer ; and that he began life as an employese of
~the firm which bears that honoured name. Mr. Saklat-
wals, however, later began to develop communistic
~proclivities with the result that a clagh between his
-yevolutjonary views and capitalism represented by
his employers could not long be averted. It even-
~tuslly came in 1925 when Mr. Saklatwala had to go
-under. That at such a crisis in his life he chose to
stick to his primeciples rather than to his lucrative
and comfortable job makes him out to be a man who
-placed his principles before everything else. His
. gifts as a speaker are universally desoribed to be of a
very high order. Indeed his success at the British
“Parliameontary elections is largely attributed to his
.oratorical skill, The cause of Indian freedom for
which he laboured all his life is distinctly poorer by
Mr. Saklatwala's death,

i VRN AT T L Ly

Statesmanship.

THE Statesmar of Calcutta, which olaims to
-yopresent Buropean opinion sympathetic to Indian
aspirations, has no doubt heard of objections which
Indians urge agsainst the new constitution, but the
objections of which it is aware are only those which
-proceed from people who think that the constitution
~4u far too advanced. Nor can it conceive of anyone
who can stigmatise an Act *“ which establishes pro-
vinocial autonomy and provides for a respensible
federal government at the centre” as a reactionary
-piece of legislation. Well, if what Indians have so far
.said has not penetrated its mind nothing that we may

row eay is likely to do, and we will not make
the attempt.
L * *

THE proper réle for Indians to play, aceording
to our contemporary, when some proposals arve put
forward by the British Government, is to say, * How
excellent! They ocannot be improved wupon ™
Indians, however, even of the Liberal Party, have
a slightly different conception of their r8le. 1f the
Statesman were capable of reflection, we might have
invited it to ask itself why the very politiciana who
gave discriminating support to the Montagu consti-
tution and undertook to work it in & friendly spirit
now fesl compelled to oall for the withdrawal of the
Hoare constitution and o declare that, if it be thrust
upon India, they can only work it in a hostile spirit,

* L] *

THE Statesman feels certain that the hostility
not only of the Liberal Party, but of all the pro-
gressive parties in India is foredoomed to futility.
It may be so, but their constant endeavour will be to
reduce the imposed constitution to an utter futility,
Time alone will show whether our contemporary’s
anticipations prove true. It bids Indians to take note
of *“ what is happening outside India in the exceed-
ingly dengerous world we live in.’”” We only wish
British statesmen—and the Sfatesman—renlised the
danger of having to face a hostile India in a danger-
ous epituation -which &t sny moment may arise for
Great Britain and the British Empire.

* * . »

Tribute.

PRINCESS ALEXANDRINE GR. CANTACUZENE of
Roumania, Viece-President of the International
Council of Women, with other delegates of the
Council, paid a visit to the headquarters of the
Servants of India Society during the delegation's
vigit to Poona on Sunday last. Asked whether
E:he had heard of the Society, the Princess said:
“Most certainly, I know your work; beocaune
in Europe everybody knows that you are scldiers
of peace, of liberty, equality and fraternity, and
that you are working in India in a missionary
spirit to help the poor and to raise tha down-
trodden. The great ideal of humanity which you
are labouring with such devotion to translate into
a reslity in your sphere receives added significance
and gives encouragement to all who stand for lova
and good-will between man and man all the world
over, No one can help feeling the utmost respect for
India which can produce such a besutiful example
of catholicity and seif-sacrificing service.”

* * *

The Deccan College Case,

THIS oase was an off-shoot of the action of the
Bombay Gtovernment in closing the Deccan College
on grounds of retrenchment. This gave rise to the
problem of the disposal of the College buildings. In
making his donation of sbout Rs. 134 lakhs for the
establishment of the College, Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy
the Second Baronet, had insisted that the buildings,
of the College must always be used exclusively for
educational purposes,, Could the buildings be sold
to the organisers of the proposed Parsi Public 8chool
within the terms of his gift? The point being
ghrouded in some doubt, Government thesmselves .
esme to the District Court at Foona for direction in
the matter.

* * *

THE case was decided last week, the Judge Mr,
Nanavati vetoing the proposed eale, though he is far
from holding that the Government was bound to keep
the Dacoan College in existence., Ha says it is only
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a mpral, and nota legal, obligation on _therp. . All
the same, Government is strongly blagned_ in _hls m@g-
ment for shutting down the old institution with
something of an indecent husta Tbeir iuvitation
to public bodies to submit offers for running the
College was a sort of make-beliave, in that the
¢ime nilowed for the purpose was inadeguate and no
indication of the financial assistanos that sach bodies
might expect from Government in case they decided to
ghoulder the onercus responsibility of running the
Coliege was forthcoming. Eventuaily he coimnesfo
the conclusion that no “ genuine and satisfactory
efiort had been made to continue the application of the
trust property for fhe wuses for which it was
intended.”
» ¥ L

BUT what next? One of the econditions with
which Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy the second Baronet’s
donatioa for the establishment of the Decoan
Colloge was coupled was that the land and build-
ings when ereoted were to be conveyed to trustees
for exclusively educational uses for ever. This
bas not been done so far., Mr. Nanavati nato-
rally insists upon the satisfaction of that condition by
the donor by the Becrotary of State conveying the
property o a board of trustees on lines approved by
the Court. To this end the Advocate General is
calied npon to frame & draft scheme giving the namesa
of the proposed trustees and the draft constituiion of
tha board with suitable provision for its expenses and
for keeping the property in repairs. It is almost
a foregone conclusion that the ma'ter will not be
allowed to rest hera but will be taken to the High
Court and if nead be, even to a higher appellate court
by Government.

L * >

Bombay Land Mortgage Bank.

THE inauguration by His Excellency the
Governor of Bombay on the 15th inst, of the Pro-
vincial Land Mortgage Bank marks the completion
of the organisation of the machinery for land
mortgage credit. The agriculturist, as is well
known, is deeply involved in debt. Short
term credit of the kind provided by co-operative
gocicties has been found to be of little uss for the
purpose of facilitating bis redemption. His ouly
hope of release from the clutches of the money-lender
thus lies in the land mortgage banks which will
supply him with long-term and cheap credit,

. = »

THE history of the movement for land mortgage
credit dstes back, as pointed out by Sir Lalnbhai
8amaldas, Chairman of the Bank, to tke year 1920,
when the problem of a separate organigation for land
mortgage credit was first discussed smong co-operators
in this presidency. A practical etep towards iis solu-
tion was taken two yesrs later when at the Gujerat
Divisional Co-operative Conference a committes was
appointed to go more fully into the question. The Com-
mittee in iia report recommended the estabiishment
of land mortgage banks on & co-operative basis with s
central land mortgage bank &t the head. A schems of
land mortguge banks which subsequently emsnated
from the co-operative department was considered at
a conference called by the Minister in 1926, when
the task of preparing a detailed scheme was remitted
fo & commitiece. The scheme which bore the im-
primstor of this eommittee was approved by the
QOvemment mora than nine years ago. But it wagpot
till early in 1929, that three land mortgage banks,
one each at Dharwar, Broach and Pachora, had come
into being. An idea of their operations can be
formed from the fact that the amount lent to them

during the iast six years wae nearly Rs. 5 1akhs and
the number of persons financed 248. What is how-
ever more to the point is that their activities led to'a.
redoction in the agrioulturists’ debt by 12 per cens..
It may be stated that the number of primary banks.
has now gone up to 13 and that they had received 300

applications for loans aggregating to Ra. 3 lakhs.

» » *

THE birth of the central bank inangurated last
week is however to be directly traced to a co-
operators’ BR. T. C. convened by Government in 1933,
A committes of the Conference not only recommend-
ed the formation of additional primary banks bug-
siressed the importance and necessity of the esta-
blishment of a ecentral bank or a banks’ bank.
The paid-up share capital of the Bank is to be Rs 5-
iakhs and it would be empowared to issue debentures
to the tune of & erore of rupees, provided the issue was-
panctioned by Government. ¥or the present, how-
evar, debentures to the extent of Rs, 10 lakhs only
are to be issued, thongh the Government had been.
suthorised by the legislature to raise the limit to-
Rs. 50 lakha.

- L L

IN impressing on the management the need of
caution in advancing loans, the Governor said : “The
great lesson to be derived from the working of these-
primary banks is that there must bo no bad debts
and no arrears, and that the success of the bank
depends upon the extent to which this standard is-
attained. .. . Where the primary banks are cautious, .
tbe Provineial Bank must be doubly caunticus, for it
is the financial foundation of the whole organisa-.
tion.” For its part Government too have taken
measures to securae the bank’s eredit. These include-
a guaranteo by it aa to capitsl and Interest of the
debentures to be raised and a promise to grant a_
snbsidy to cover any deficit in working up to a-
maximum of Rs. 10,000 in the first year, falling to-
Ra. 5,000 in the third year. Let us hope that a
bank, started under such favourable muspices, will
before long make a solid contribution to the redue--
tion of the chronio indebtedness of the agriculturist.

* . S

Italian Propaganda.

MAJOR NEIL HUNTER testifies in the Spectator
to the earnest efforts made by Abyasinia to put a
stop to siavery, although slavery exista in many
Afriean colonies of the European Powera. He says,.
“ My investigations seem to indicate & resl attack
on the problem ™ by the Negus. Referring to the
voluminous document -submitted by Itsly to the
Lesgue of Nations, the writer says :

Mot long ago the Negus, in a broadoast spesch appealed
to the League of Nations tosend out an indepeadent
oommission of inquiry o investigate how much truth there-
might be in the Italian allegation. In that eonnection an
Ethiopian friend, who was at one time Consul in Eritred,
draws my attention to a photograph incloded in the
Italian dossier, depioting a wreiched ereaiure stratched
on the ground, bound hand and foot, receiving a brutal
flogging. As it happened, my friend observed in the
photograph a type of lamp-standard which existse no-
where in Ethiopia, bat happens to be the kind which he-
himself saw in Asmara, the capital of the Italian colony
of Eritrea. He was quick to sdmii tkat floggings do-
ocecasionally take place in this couniry for very serious
offances, but certainly not on the wholesale seale on which
they are almost daily administered in Eritrea for the most
trifling misdemeanours. There is a certain aundacity i
the indictment by such a government of present Ethiopiam
adminjstration.

» * »
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.‘Mass Conversion of Harijans.

THE Pioneer writes :

The circumstances ib which mass converaion of Harijans
to Christianity is reported to have taken place in the
~villages of Agra District are, to say the least, unfortunate,
both from the point of view of the fold which has received
them and from that of the Harijans themsleves., Itis
.gtated that previous to the conversion, mass meetings of
Harijans were held at which the Hindu religion, Mahatma
A3andhi and the Hindu Mahasabha were consigned to the
pit with appropriate epithets, There is nothing wrong in
Harijans, who have been oppressed for centuries, letting
off steam against those who have been responsible for
_their persecutlon. They are also free to think that the
‘Hindu Mahasabha's protostations of sympathy originate
from no furtber thao the lip and that Mahatma Gacdhi is
not going all out in their canse as he has done in the
political fisld. But shat missionaries should be waiting
outside to oatch them oa the rebound, as it were, la a
phenomenon which must be seen to be believed. Religion
is undoubtedly at a discount everywhere. But that does
not take away from the faot that conversion from one
faith to another should be preseded by discourses on the
wvirtues of the faith to be embraced rather than vilification,
even though it may be justified, of the one thatisto
be  renounced. A distinguished Hindu once told an
Eoglishman, “ We Hindus marry first and fall inlove
afterwards.” Christian missionaries and Harijans seem
to have extended this principle to religion. But with what

results time alone can show.

» * >
~Net Result of Warfare.

WRITING on December 31,.1935, from London,
the military correspondent of the &tafesman thus
-describes the net result of three months’ warfare in
_Abyssinia as follows:

Locking at the campaign with the dawn of 1936, an
agsessment of the firat three months seems to incline the
balance in favour of the Abyssinians, The policy of
General de Bono wan one of gradual occupation, and his
armies 'were built up on this basis with territorial object-
ives for 1935 not much farther than those now obtained.
“There was, however, a tactical objeotive which did not
materialise, The Abyssinians were eXpected to attack,
and the defeat of their forces would have been the first
.shattering of the morale of the army; the dissipation of
many elements by submissions; and the raising of Italian

prestige. Some surrenders have ccourred, baus {n the main
the north holds solid under Kassa and Seyum whose
watching brief as cover of the main army farther away in
the hills has been carried out with unexpested restraint,
and whoee raide have upset the Italians more than once.
It is due to these leaders that no tastical suooess bas
been secured by the invader over the very considerable
forward defending foroes, and so the 1935 campaign ends
with the defending army intaot and unbeaten and the
oouniry unconquered except for praetioal areas not far
from the Italian frontiers. Ths reply to evading and
delaying tactios was to Becure coatact and foros a fight.
QGeneral de Bono's army was too beavy, and too road-tied
for its maintenanoe to seoure this, or more than ocoupa-
tional results; his exposed flanks forbade any quicker
forward movement, and his roads gave out under the strain
of thousauds of vehioles for a too large army. In the south
the defenders have not attackad but await the further
lengthening of Graziani's 600 miles of lines of
commuaication.

The situation did not pleass the authorities in Rome
who requested Marshal Badoglio to submit a new plan,
and then ordered him to cacry it out. The defenders havs
therefore some claim to consider themselves suagessful in
the 1935 operation in denying tactical! swcoess to the
invaders and keepirg their own main bodies intact during
the process of re-arming; wkile at the same time oovering
all lines of advance with soreens of mobile troops, none of
which has been dispersed after three months in the field.
The Abyssinians hope to keep the Italians from getting far-
thor than Alija in tbe north and Sasa Banchin the mouth,
up to the beginning of the rains. The central arc with its
two supply routes from the sea would then be intact for
use during the wet months when the armies would be
Lnally prepared for decisive operations.- The Abyssinians
have the advantage of working on interior lines., Addis
Ababa js the bub of a wheel on whose outer rim are the
covering troops for the main bodies well baok in the circle.
Thie are will contract as the Italians advance unttl it is
round the Lills in front of the capital in fortified positions.
The supply lines would then change over to the west and
run from the Budan railway. This is the final position,
assuming that the Italians are able to unite their forces
poross the railway: during 1936. So far the outer rim of
the wheel as it stood in October remains in it8 original
oircle, suoch actions as bave taken place being forward
skirmishes. The decisive campaign is estimated to run
from October 1936 to March 1937,

THE OTTAWA
II*

")/ E sball now indicate briefly the conclusions
regarding trade in some of the most important
¢xport commodities using the figures given in

~the two official reports and the latest statistics as
.given in the “Indian Trade Journal” of 5th Deceme
vber 1935. The figures in brackets represent the

~welues of the exports to U, K. for the years 1933-34

" .and 1934-35,

Tea ( Rs. lakhs 17,56 ; 18,15. ) :~—This is by far
+4he most important article of export from India to
‘U, K, and it was generally agreed af the time of
-the inauguration of the Ottawa arrangements that it
was likely to profit somewhat from the preference.
~‘Even soit was clear that Indian producers had to
depend on such a wide area for their market that
protection in a single imporiant ares which would

* The first article appeared in our izsue of the 16th inst.

AGREEMENT.

naturally result in intensified competition in other
non-preferential markets was unot in the long
run of much real help. This was early realised
by most producers of tea in India and Ceylon,_
and they had, therefore, direoted their energies
towards arriving at an arrangement with their
most important competitor—Java. An inter~
national scheme for the regulation of world tea
exports was arrived at in May 1933 and has been in
operation since. Hence for almost the entire period
of the currency of the Ottawa agreement exports of
tea to various countries have beem regulated by
national agreement among the main preducers, The
course of tea trade may be said, therefore, to have
been entiraly unaffected by the preference and no
useful purpose can be served by discussing the statis-
tics thereof, The Tea Restriction Scheme is working
suocessfully ~ and there is every prospect of ifa
continuing to operate at least till 1938. Under thes
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circumstances the grant of preference to tea becomes
mesningless and may be considered as of no acoount.
- Dressed.gnd Tanned Hides and Skins ( Ra. lakhs
530; 4,86):—In the olass of undressed leather
(other than sole) for which preference has
been granted to Empire producis India
supplies to U. K. tanned and dressed hides, and
tanped and dressed goatskine and sheepskins.
In all these products U, K. is by far the moet impor-
tant market for India and India the most important
supplier o U, K, In 1927-28, for example, India
supplied more than 90 per cent. of the total imports
of tanned and dressed hides and goatskins into U. K,
During the years 1930-31 and 1931-32 the Indian
exports to U, K. of hides fall remarkably and so did
their share in total U, K. imports. Since 1933 they
have sitained to their former position and it is pre-
gumed that the preference was helpful in enabling
them to do s0. In the case of skins the loss of markef
to others during the worst years of the depression
wag not large end hence there has been no con-
giderable advance in the percentsge ehare since
1933. The gostskin market being slmost entirely
dominated by Indis, there is no scope for further
advence, In sheepskins the fact that one of the com-
peting sources of supply-—Australia~-is an Empire
eountry limits the possibility of the remaining portion
of the market being easily captured by Indis. This
particular measure of preference, though it may have
been helpful in ensbling Indisn exports in rising
rapidly from the gharp fall in the depressed years, is
not of a character likely o lead fo a continucusly
expanding market. Seeing that these produets have
no important competitors in the T, K. market & free
eutry is all that is really needed by them.
Jute Manufaciures (Re. lakhs 1,56;1,56.)—In
the U, K. market the imports of jute manufactures
from India have to meet practically no eompetition.
“This will be made clear from the figures of
trade in jute bags and piece goods on the eve of the
ratification of the Ottawa agreement, i e. in 1932.

: Iwports into U. K. Imports from India,
Jute sacks and
bags 000 cwts, 7302 7074
Jute pisee goods '
000 £q. yards 68-6 67-3

It will be seen that in both cases India heid
more than 96 per cent, of the total U, K. market.
There was no possibility of the preference further
widening the market and no important movement of
trade has, therefore, been visible during the years
since 1333. Here is another case wheore what is reaily

required by the Indian producer is not so much pre--

ference ag merely free entry.

Linseed (Rs. lakhs 2,01; 1,28.:—1It was generally
agreed in 1932 that linseed was a ¢rop which was most
likely to profit from a preferential treatment.
The trade figures for 1933 and 1934 show a most
revolutionary change in the imports of linreed into
U. K. During these two years India supplied much
lerger quantities of linseed than Argentine,
which hes during the post-war period been the chief

,supplier to U. K, This change seems to have been
+<hiefly due to a shortage of crops and an increase

in price of the Argentine linseed. On account
of the shortage of orops in Argentine the-
demand for Indian linseed increased not only in
U. K. but in the entire world market. Tt is the rela~
tion between the prices of Plate linseed and Indian
lingeed that determines the off-take in the U, K,
market and throughout 1933 and 1934 this was
greatly in favour of India. No doubt the 10 p. o.
preference must have been of some help in bringing
this about, but the main reason was undoubtedly the
crop conditions, This is made clear by the fact that
the moment the Argentine crop and prices re—
verted to their normal, the imports of Indian linseed
into U, K, declined heavily. The following table
shows the imports into U, K. of lineced during the
first rine months of the years 1933, 34, 35.

s 1933, 1834, 1935.
Total '000 tons 1821 1522 173-3
India - 680 1096 361
Argentine ,, 1099 42-2 1364

Groundnuts ( Re. lakbs 67; 1,70 );—There has
been a substantial inorease in the imports of
groundnut from India into U, K, and this may
be partly attributed to the preference given to
Empire groundnuts. There are two points,.
however, to be noted regarding this trade.
Firstly, India is not the scle Empire exporter of
groundnut. British West Africa grows groundnuts
on s considerable scale and its imports into U. K.
have benefiied very largely from the preference slso.-
The possibilities of foture expansion of the Indian
market into U, K. are, therefore,limited by the strength
of the competition of the W, Afriean produce. The:
second point to be noted is the possibility of the sub-
stitution of groundnut by other oil-producing products.
We had in our examination of the Ottawa agreement
drawn attention to this feature of the oil seeds market.
and confirmation of it is available in the latest Gov-
ernment of India report on the agreement. It is here
pointed out how the non-Empire imports of goya bean:
and cotton seed are increasing in spite of 8 duty and
bow this limits the market for groundnuts in U. K.

Casfor Seed (Rs. lakhs 33; 31)—The U. K.
market in castor seed was aiways held almost
entirely by India and no difference has been made
to the former position by the grant of preference.

Rice (Rs. lakhs 43 ; 50 ) =—Preforence may be
gaid to have helped India to retain the U. K.
market or slightly to increase it. The whole of the
rice trade with U.X. is, however, unimportant
and the position is best expressed by pointing
out that while U. K. received in 1932-33 3-8 % of
the total Indian exports of rice, in 1934-35 it received
4-8 7, of these. The significance of the loss of
rice markets of Germany and Poland is discussed
elsewhere,

Teak and other Hardwoods ( Rs, lakhs 49 ; 69 )+—
Preference hss been granted to teak and other
hardwoods and as teak ia by far the most
important of the exports from India it smounts
practically to a preference for teak alone. India
bad even before the agreement been supplying U. K.
with more than 807/ of her total imports of teak-wood
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-and this percentage has not incressed during the
- +1ast two years, The imports of teak have grown
largely in recent years, but this has nothing to do
-with the grant of preference. Imports of all hard-
-woods into U. K. from all sources—Empire and non-
1Empire—have grown owing most probably to the
boom in building and cobostructional industries
-and the Indian imports of teak-wood have merely
-shared in the general movement,
Tobacco ( Rs. lakhs 47 ; 35):~We had
.pointed out in our review in 1932 that from
the analysis made by the Imperial Eoconomio
~Committes it followed that preference to tobaceco
-oould be of no use to India. We export & very amalil
-proportion of our total production and what tobacco
weo exported was not of the type wanted in U, K, Dr,
Maeek’s report and the latest Government of India
xapotrt follow the same lines of analysis. The fizures for
~both the years 1933 and 1934 shoiw that with a large
:increase in the total tobacco imports into U. K. the
cfigure of Indian imports is stationary, which means a
darge proportionate decline in India'a share,
Coffee (Rs, lakhs 30; 21):—Indian coffee
‘has always had a small but select market in
*U. K. and it was nob expected that a small measure

of preferencs could muoch help it, sven though
the main compstitor in the U, K. market of Indian
coffee was non-Empire coffee from Central America.
The result of the trade during the last two years
shows that the proportion of U. K.'s share in Indian
exports and the absolute volume of theee exports have
both deolined. There has been during these years
a large and continucus decline in the total imports of
coffes into U. K. The decline in Indian imports into
U. K. was proportionate in 1933 but was less than
proportionate in1934. This, however, was entirely due
to a short orop in British E. Africa, as is shown by
the fact that the proportionate share of Cosia Rioa
~—India’s chief competitor~=also inereased during this
vear. It would seem from the latest available figures
that for the year 1935 even the 1932, 1933 position
cannot be retained and that the share of Indian

imports of coffee into U, K, will decline relatively
both to British E. Africa and Costa Rioa.
Imports into' U, K, of Coffee for the firet nine months,

1933, 1934, 1935,
Total *000 cwts, 553-0 495.2 4073
India 44.8 490 29-3
B. E. Africa 195.0 107-3 151-0
Costa Rica 231-4 2254 1774

D. R. GADGIL,

A NEW RACE IN

' O one who is at all familiar with the recent trend
of events in Japan will be surprised at her
withdrawal from the London Naval Conference.
~Japan having denounced the Washington Naval
Treaty, the agreement will lapse at the end of this
- year, The London Naval Treaty will also expirs at
the same time, and thus unless some new agreement
-is resched we ahall be back again at an international
-race in naval armaments, like the one that we saw
vprior to the Washington Conference,
This Conference could adopt the rough and ready
«method of stabilising the ses armaments of Great
Britain, the United States and Japan in capital ships
and aircraft carriers at their then existing stremgth,
-counting among these vessels those already built and
‘building at the time, It was unnecessary to take
into account the special needs and requirements of
the different countries, but the ratios so arrived at, of
.5 15 :3 for Britain, U. 8. and Japan (we leave France
-.and Itely aside for the present ), suited the countries
. admirably. These ratios established a nies * equili-
+brium of defence ", giving each country the naval
~gtrength that is required by its defence needs but not
«giving it such overwhelming strength mss to expose

others to & risk of aggression. The Washington
“Treaty placed Japan no doubt in a position of in-
~feriority so far as tonnage went, but it gave her equal-
ity of security. For the effect of the Treaty was to

give each of the thres major maritime Powers
. supremacy in its own waters: Japan in the north-west

Pacifie, U, 8. in the north-east Pacific and to Britain
in the south Pacific and the Indian Ocean. T. S,
-abandoned part of her programwme of ship-building

which, if it were proceeded with, would have
" threatened Japan’s dominating position on the Asiatio

SEA ARMAMENT?

mainland, The Tresty also prohibited the three
Powers from acquiring new niaval bases or launching
on further fortification of the existing bases, with the
result that neither U, 8. nor Great Britain could take
the offensive against Japan in the region in which
she was principally concerned. Thus, with a lower
naval strength, Japan was assured of supremacy in
the Far Eastern waters, ' !

In return, however, Japan had to give a pledge
to commit no aggression upon.China. 8he signed,
along with other Powers, a Nine-Power Tresty, by
which she agreed to respect China's sovereignty, in-
dependence, and territorial and administrative i
grity, to provide the fullest and most unembar:rassed
opportunity to China to develop and maintain an
effective and stable government, and to use her in-
fluence for the purpose of effectively establishing and
maintaining the principle of the Open Door through-
out Chinese territory. The Washington Treaty
limiting naval armaments was thus based on and was
an integral part of the settloment of the political
igsues in the Far East embodied in the Nine-Power
Treaty., Repudiation or violation of the latter could
not but endanger the former, as the U. 3, Secretary of
State, Mr, Stimson, declared early in 1934 :

No one of these treaties can be disregarded without
disturbing the general understanding or equilibriam which
was intended to be sccomplished and effected by the
group of agreements arrived at in their entirety. One
ocannot disouss the possibility of modifying or abrogating
those provisions of the
considering at the same time the other promises upon
which they were really dependent.

By the conquest of Manchuria and Jebol and the
invasion of Shanghai and North China, however,
Japan has torn up the Nine-Power Treaty,and U, 8,

Nine-Power Treaty without °
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-tan thus well claim, even if Japan wished to abide
by the Washington Treaty which of course she does
not, that the Washington ratios have no longer any
validity. Thus everything is thrown once more
into the melting pot.

But Japan has never been really reconciled to

-the Washington ratio, At the London Conference in
1930 she demanded the ratio in the naval strength of
V. 8. and Britain on the one hand and Japan on the
other of 10:6 to be replaced by a ratio of 10:7 in

-gruisers and destroyers and equality in submarines.
This demand was not fully acceded to, but had to be
granted in large measure. In cruisers with 8-inch
guns Japan accepted the lower ratio, but in 6-inch
gun cruisers and destroyers she was allowed the 10:7

-ratio, and in submarines she was permiited to have
as much tonnsge as U. 8. and Britain. Her demand
has now increased. She is determined to secure

“recognition of her right to parity with Great Britain
and U, 8. in naval strength. First, she thinks that

-national honour and prestige dictate that she should

not be plased in & position of inferiority ; secondly,

-she feels that her needs of naval defence have now
.grown because ghe is now responsible for the defence
-of the Manchukuo State and will have to play
a large part in the defence of other blocks of
territory in Northern China. This eclaim to
-equality must be granted to her, moreover,
without a discussion of the political questions
-concerning her incursion into Manchuris, Inner
Mongolia or North China. She stipulated, before the
present Naval Conference assembed or even before
~the earlisr bilateral discussions took pilace between
her and Great Britain, that only technical questions
“in limitetion or reduction of naval armament oould
be discussed, but no questions of a political character
-connected with them. Thus an impasse was reached,
-Japan would not allow her doings in the Far East
to ba questioned or taken into consideration in set-
‘tling the naval question, and U, 8. felt unable to
-come to a naval agreement with Japan except on the
-basis of a political agreement in the Far East,

Great Britain, in such & situation, suggested
-snother method of reaching an sgreement as to the
Jimitation of naval armaments. She was willing,
“in deference to Japan's objection, to abandon the
principle of ratio altogether,
"the various naval Powars what would be the strength
of the navy they proposed to bave in 1942, hoping
that the answers received might suggest some way
of acoommodating the differing view-points. But
this procedure, as the First Lord of the Admiralty,
8ir Bolton Eyrea Monsell as he then was, recognis-
ed on March 14,1935, is open to serious objections.
““If countries are asked to put down in figures
-{ what their ultimate naval requirements may be ) no
-country is likely to err on the side of moderation,
- and they may put in figures what they have no.earth-
1y chance ever of attaining or which in many years
they may not be able to attain owing to political or
financial restriotions, But when & country has
publicly stated what its ultimate requirements are,
Jou may be quite sure that some section of the

She proposed to ask ’

public of that country will always be de-
manding of ite Government to build up to that
figure, and, as 8o often happens in these
things, the maximum becomea the minimum,” :

Great Pritain’s ohief hope, however, lay in a
mutusily agreed programme of qualitative limita-
tion, i. e. of limitation of the size and typea of
diffarent ships. The espital ships allowed under the
Washington Treaty were of 35,000 tons displacement
and with 16-inch guns. Great Britain now desired
these ships fo be reduced to 25,000 tons with 1%-inch
guns ; oruigera limited to 7,000 tons with 6-inch guns;
airoraft carriers to 22,000 tons with 6-inch guns; and
submarines drastically reduced if their abolition
was impossible. U. S. seems unwilling to agree
to a reduction of the size of ecapital ships, cruisers
and aircraff-carriers on the ground that the absence
of naval bases in the Far East makes it necessary for
her to employ, as she has always contended, ships
with a long cruising range, but she is agreeable to
abolish submarines, She, however, urged a general
reduction of 20 per cent. in the tonnage allowed
under the Washington and Lonrdon Treaties in all
catogories of ships. England is not prepared for
this. On the contrary she wants the number of
cruisers allotted fo her to be increased from 50 to 70,
This figure is absolute and not competitive or relative
to the number of cruisers other countries may have,
“Qur security will always demand,” said Bir B.
Eyres Monsell, *a certain strength independent of
other ships and naval foroes in the world, For in.
stance, even if there were no other cruisers in the
whole world this country must have a ocortain num-
ber of eruisers fo protect our food supplies, for the
Iate War showed us what infinite harm can be in-
flicted on our frade routes merely by merchant ships
armed and turned into raiders.” Great Britain therg~
fore feels unable to reduce the numbers of ships, but
she hopes to achieve, by a reduction of the size of
battleships, to effect the same reeult as U. 8. hopes
to achieve by reducing the number, U. 8 would
reduce all categories of ships by 20 per cent.; Great
Britain would reduce the size of battleships by 28
per cent. In 1930 the British Government was agree-
able to the abolition of the batfleship. In & Memoe
randum prepared for the London Conference for that
vesr, if was stated :

In the opinion of His Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom the battleship, in view of its tremendous
size and cost, ia of doubtful utility, and Government would
wish t0 ses an agreement by which the battieship wonld

in due time disuppear altogether from the floets of the
world.

Now the Government has completely veered round
to the contrary view. In the White Paper jssued in
March last year it said ;

In the Main Flest the oapital ship remains she essential

element upon which the whols structure of cur naval
strategy depends.

But thisis not a point of view that is generaily
sooepted. Admiral Sir M, Sueter expressed the
opinion last year in the House of Commons that a
battleship is now proved to be “a lame duck”; that
it is .exceedingly vulnerable; that it is nseful only
for engaging other battleships but not useful for
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oovering the cruisers; that the £8,000,000 or so that
it costs is really money wasted ; and that it should
be scrapped. This point of view, however, abouf the
inutility of the battleship whioh is shared by many
naval experts, the British Government has definitely
given up.

Anyway Japan refused to mention her naval
requirements, She olaimed equality in naval foroes
with the other two major Powers, but she professed
her willingness to keep down to however low an upper
eommon limit these Powers would agree to. With-
in the limits of the aggregate strength that would be
‘allowed she asked for freedom to distribute her tonnage
over different categories of vessels. ‘Vessels which are
offensive in charaoter she offered to abolish altogether;
other powerful vessels she offered to reduce drastical-
1y and further she offered to put a large proportion of
ber tonnage into less powerful vessels needed for
the purposes of defence and for patrol services.
Japan regards the batileship and aircraft-oarrier
a8 offensive ships and the submarine as defensive,
but U. S, and Great Britain regard the former as
defensive and the latter as offensive, In fact Japan's
chief complaint against the ratio aystem is that all
categories of ships being subject to the system, she is
required to construct ships which, though costly, are
not 8o useful and has to refrain from constructing
ships which, though less costly, afford greater pro-
teotion, And she protests that in asking for an
allowance of the same global tonnage as for U. S,
and Britain, ber desire only is to develop her navy
along lines that avre in conformity to her needs.

Thus the divergence betwsen the standpoints of
U. 8. and Japan is complete in every respect. U. 8,
has declared that for every three ships that Japan
would build beyond the Treaty strength she would
build five, thus maintaining the Treaty ratio,
Here are all the materials that are needed for
a keen armaments race. The only counteracting
forces that one can foreses are a section of public
opinion in U. 8., which would let Japan build to the
top of her bent without worrying too much about it,
end the financial straits of Japan. In the budget for

1936-37 the Fighting Services are demanding, it is

said, 1,400 million yen out of a total expenditure of
2,000 million yen or 70 per cent. The revenue of
course is much Jless, the deficit being met by
borrowing. “The budget of the War and Navy
Ministriea for the period of 1932-35 makes up a total
of 3-5 billion yen, The so-called * extraordinary ex-
ponses’, which bhave gone into armaments and
technical equipment for the army, the Manchurian
forces and into naval comstruction, make up
another 1-6 billion yen. During 1933-35, 777 million
yon from the War budget were paid outto civilisn
fndustries in & large number of war orders. The
above figures iuclude only visible military expeneses,
expenses which appear in the official military budget.
To this we should add the considerable sums that
figure in the budgets of other Ministries and in the
apecial budgets of the South Manchuria Railway,
the Nippon Steel Company at Yawata and others.”
Japan's aggrandisement may thus yet be arrested,

|1 eriticised a8 an exaggeration or a perversion,

but the Naval Conference does not contribute in any-
way to the result if it comes about. -

Reviews,

BRITISH LABOUR PARTY'S POLICY.

LABOUR'S WAY WITH THE COMMON-
WEALTH. By GEORGE LANSBURY.

LABOUR'S WAY TO PLAN PROSPERITY.
By DAVID GRENFELL, ( Labour Shows the Way
Series.) { Methuen.) 1935, 20o0m, 119 and 118p.
2/6 each.

THE two books under review, though of very uneg--
uval merit, have & common purpose, viz. educating the
British voter inthe views of the British Labour
Party on several topiocs now olaiming the attention of

.the British Government, Peace, socialism, banking

[

and finance, prosperity,land, health and happiness,
work and leisure are some of the topics discuased by

representative labour leaders in the variova volumes

of this series, which is of great topiocal interest and

which is issmed nmnder the general ediforship of

Major C. R. Attlee. To the general reader in India.
the boock of Mr, Lansbury is obviously of more

direct importance than any other in the same sories.

In his book Mr. Lansbury, the respected Leader of

the Parliamentary Lsbour Party, at the time, has

ohalked out the esgentials of the policy which Labour-
would try to follow with respect to the imperial res-

ponsibilities of the British nation if he and his asso-

ciates were to come into power.

What Mr. Lansbury says on this subject doss
immense credit to his sense of justice and patriotism.
He bases his advooacy of the Indian cause as much
on the inherent claims of the Indian situation as on
the needs and interests of Great Britain itself. Mr.
Lansbury was the Leader of Opposition when the new
Government of India Act was receiving consideration
at the hands of Parliament. His judgment on the
provisions of that Act should immensaly interest
readers of this journal, as a similar judgment cone
gistently expressed in these columns has often been
Mr. .
Lansbury feels that the safeguards under the new
constitution have taken away the measure of finan-
cial freedom that the Government of India and the
Indian legislature have enjoyed under the Montagu
Act, that these safeguards and other restrictions pre-
judice India’s advance towards full responsibility
end that the new constitution contains no seeds of
growth in itself. The extension of the powers of law-
making without reference to the legislature conferred
upon the Governor-General and the Governors by the
new oconstitution has also been noticed by Mr.
Lansbury. If the new constitution is described as
retrograde, restrioctive and unworkable we would be
keeping within the scope of the findings of Mr.
Lansbury.

The most interesting part of Mr. Lansbury's .
treatment of India’s position is, howevar, fo ba dis-
ooverad in his long-range view about the situation in
the Far East and the Pacifia. Mr. Lansbary real-
ises that sooner or later the yellow races will coms -
bine or will be welded into eommon opposition to
the olaims of the white man, not only in Asia bug
algo in Australia and America. Muoh as Mz,
Lansbury would sympathise with the Japanesae
claim to equaelity with western powers, he discerns in
the present Japanese challenge the inoipient germs
of as malignaot an Imperialism a8 any other. Ins
likely styuggle between Japan and the British Em,
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-pire India would turn the scales, Mers passive
- soquiescence on the part of India will not avail and
hence Mr. Lansbury's insistence that the firat tenet
- 4n the Imperial or, asis now the mode, Common-
wealth polioy should be tosecure the friendship of
"India. There is much to be said in' favour of this
veiw, but the British politicians, particularly of the
parties of the Right, do not care for the happenings
- the day after. Drift snd grudging concession have
ever characterised the colonisl policy of England
when it had to deal with non-British races. The
hostility of Ireland and the indifference of South
"Africa are principslly caused by thia undesirable
- ¢rait of British statesmanship, In the interests of
both oountries, as also of the Empire, one wishes that
it were otherwise with India. For the present at any
rate the counsels of reaotion have prevailed. But it
is not too late to follow Mr., Lansbury’s advice to
withdraw the measure which is* thoroughly hated *
-~ and to throw the responsibility on Indians to frame
their own proposals.

As the virtual independence of the major Domin-;

ions has been recognised by the several Imperial
- Conferences and by the Statute of Westminster, Mr.,
Lansbury has not much to say about them, He has,
. however, expressed his views in unmistakable terms
-about the whilte oligarchy in South Africa. If
"Labour were to come into power the dispensations in
‘the Dominions, he promises, would be so altered as
to place the interests of the natives in the forefront
-and to promote among them the cause of democracy
and socialism. These are very pious intentions in-
~deed, but between the extremely backward condition
-of the natives themselves and the growing political
independence of the Dominion it is very doubtful
bow far these and similar intentions will ever
fructify. In the meanwhile the just claims of the
‘immigrant Indians are suffering a progressive at
tenuation, from which even the Agent-General to the
- Government of India is not altogether able to save
~the brown settiers.

Mr, Lansbury expresses the thorough dissopia-
tion of Labour from all policies of intensive ex-
. ploitation of the backward colonies which are as yet
under Crown government, Not only is he preparad
to accept & common I L. O. code of labour regula-
tion for all tropical colonies, but if the other Im-
perialistic powers agree he would even welcome the
-application of the League's mandate to all colonial
possessions. These sentiménts do great credit to their
-author, but on his own premises it would be relevant
‘to ask, why should the acquiescence of the other
- golonial powers be felt necessary by Great Britain to
give the lead in such a good cause, Long has Great
Britain led the world in the processes of Imperial
expansion and consolidation. May it not now lead
in reformation and appeasement withous waiting $oo
‘punctilicusly for the other Imperial powers to fall in-
‘4o line? This book of Mr, Lansbury should ba read
by every publicist in India as it contains all that the
better mind of England has to say sbout the com-
-plicated issues with which the British Common-
‘wealth of Nations is faced.

From Lansbury to Grenfell is a very big stretch.
“The main theme of Mr, Grenfell's book may bs sum-
marised in the following words : * There is poverty
in the midst of plenty. Plan to abolish poverty.” In
-elucidation of the firat part of this theme the author
has trotted out the usua! popular denunciations of
capitalism. Private enterprise is condemned as the
villain of the piace, and the establishment of social
~control over produetion is suggested as a suitable
sucoessor to oceupy the rightful position. True to
‘the reformist traditions of British Labour Mr. Gren-
fell does not insist on going the whole length of
‘mstionalisation of industries at one bound. He

would be satisfied if the major industries are ime
mediately put under state regulation, through s
National Planning Commission. Mr. Grenfell clear-
ly supports the proposal for land settlement and
development of agrioniture, but his views on the
extent and manner in whioch tariffs are to be used
appear to be inconolusive, In fact the whole book
suffers from an incomplete comprehension of the
inner workings of the less obvious features of modern
cspitalism and of the implications of a planned
economy, If this brochure was sll that the Labour
Party had to offer the British electorate by way of a
reasonad snalysis of the present economic position of
the United Kingdom and the most likely way out of
the admittedly bad pass, the relative ill-success of its
candidates can well be understood. Before Labour
hopes to secure the reasoned conversion of a large
number of votera to its economic programms a much
more satisfactory exposition of its case than what is
contained in the present book will have to be offered.
Mr. Grenfell’s book, however, is not without its in-
terest ms an expression of the typical Labour leader’s
views on the so-called problem of poverty in the
midat of plenty.
D, G, KARVE.

POST-WAR ECONOMIC DEPRESSION.

LECTURES ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF
POST-WAR PRICE CHANGES. LECTURES
DELIVERED AS SIR KIKABHAI PREM-
CHAND READER, 1934. By K, T. SHABR,
[The Delhi University Publications, No. 6.]
( University of Delhi.) 1935, 22cm. 251p.

IN these leotures which wers delivered bafore the

Delhi University in March 1934, Prof. X, T, Shah

baa chosen & much wider field of research than their

title indicates. Iustead of being content with the
purely monetary causes of price movements, the
suthor has sttempted the much more difficalt task of
giving & kaleidoscopio survey of the various intrioate
political and economie forees which have mads the
post-war world what it is, Although it may outwardly
appear that the world has more than made good the
colossal loas of power and productive resources which
resuited from the Great War, still the economio
depression through which we are passing at presen§
is indirectly traceable fo the operation of some al-
together new influences which the War brought into
being. The creation of new political frontiers where-
by old economie relations were snapped and manu-
facturing ocentres were deprived of their natural
gources of raw materials and markets, the reorudes-
cence of the evil philosophy of self-sufficiency, the
division of the internstional banking business bet-
ween London and New York which has inoreaged the
vagaries of capital movements, the great stimulus.

. taceived by invention and rationslisation and, last

but not least, tha tangle of reparations and debts

- which have convulsed the domestic economy of both
 the creditor and debtor nations—all these factors

have received an exhaustive treatment in thie book.

One feels, nevertheless, that the author's analysia
of the monetary aspect of price changes could have
been more up-to-date, It is surprising that a lecturs
delivered in 1934 on the *“Law of Price-Making
should contain so litile besides an elementary dis-
cussion of the quantity theory of monay, without any
rofarence to the epoch-making work done by Keyt_les,
Robertson and Hayek, The disparity between saving
and investment caused by the hoarding of bank
balances by businessmen and consumers, the repeated
diversion of current income from the purchase of
final goods or genuine productive purposes to mere
trading on stock exchange ( whioch, I believe, was the
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“essential cause of the Stock Exchange erisis of 1929),
the vicious circle of retrenchment and fall in prices,
one aggravating the other, a failure on the part of
the monetary authorities to discover and exscute an
appropriate monetary policy in the face of a bewilder-
ing rise in industrial and agricultural productivity—
these monetary factors, which are as important as the
non-monetary ones and some of which are only
occasionally touched upon by the author, deserve a
more illuminating analysis in a book devoted to
price changes,

The ehapter on the “Russian Experiment” which
is crowded with unnecessary details could have been
made more interesting by the addition of at least a
few oritical comments on the success or failure of the
¥ive Year Plan. The lecture ot the * Period of
Depression : 1929-34" which is the most important
part of the subject, is perhaps the loast satisfactory of
the whole group. If the reader expects in this chapter
a Iucid explanation of the various factors which led
to the breakdown of the gold standard, such &s one
finds in Part I of the Macmillan Report or Books
VI and VII of Mr, Keynes's Trealise on Money which
are the classics on the subject, he is sure to be dis-
appointed. Half the ohapter is ocoupied by a straight.
forward reproduction of the recommendations of the
expert committes appointed by the World Economice
Conference of 1932.

Yet, in spite of these faults, it must be admitted
that the great mass of information with which the
book is packed from cover to cover makes it a useful
contribution to the historical literature on the subject.
Besides, it possesses considerable literary merit,
which is in evidence more in the pelitical than in the
purely economic sections,

B. N. A.DARKAR.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT.

THE INDIAN PEASANT AND HIS ENVIRON-
MENT. By N. GARGULEE. ( Oxford Univer-
sity Press. ) 1935, 21cm, 230p. Rs. 7.

THIS is a collection of stray letters and diary.
entries of the author, written during s period of
twenty years, from 1911 t01931. This period includes
the great European War with its economic disloca-
tion and the Royal Commission on Agriculture, Im
this book, we get glimpses of the work of this Com-
mission and also of the way in which the labours of
the Commission have been ulilised by the Govern-
ment. The author guotes Sir Danisl Hamilton’s
complaint that in the Reforms the Indian ryot has
been left out in the cold. Increasing pressure on the
land, debt and illiteracy are held to be the main
causes of the present condition of the peasant.
Government action with respect to land reform, re-
organisation of credit facilities, mass education,
improved sanitation and effective local bodies, is
urged as being necessary for any improvement in
rural conditions. '

~ The foreword by a liberal Englishman is reveal-

ing. He says : "It is characteristio of India that the

small sum set aside to carry into effect some of the
recommendations of the Commission, should be
largely loet in the dry husk of administrative ex-
penses”, When we remember that the policy of the
India Governmen$ is controlled by the British, we
can appreciate fully this characteristic of India.

Throughout the letters, one finds many references
to the experience of various workers viz that caste
or the social system is never a barrier to the earnest
worker. This is perfectly understandable by those
who have any close experience of village life.
Human sympathy counts more than caste or gooial

systam or even Governwnsat suthorily, And yet we-
find the suthor making such a fetish of what he calls
the mediasval geocio-religious system of Indiana
No hint or help is given for overcoming this supe
posedly deadly barrier to both rural and political
progress,

Rural workers throughout India will find many
encouraging statements in this book, Consolidation
of holdings on a permanent basis; organisation of
proper market facilities whereby at least part of the
huge profits made by a host of middlemen may be
diverted to the pockeis of the ryots ; and the absolute
neocessity of awakening the intelligence of the villa-
gora and teaching the illiterate how to think and act
for themselves are all touched upon, The establish.
ment of coloniss is mentioned but is not pursued to-
a satisfactory concluseion, . ‘

~ The author seems to think that the Quesn’s pro-
olmation is in the way of necessary social legisla~
gion. This position seems untenable in the face of
the quantity of social legislation pessed by the Qen-
tral and Provincial Legislatures during the iast
fifteen years, and the definite ascceptance by the Gov-
ernment of birth as s qualification or disqualifica~
tion for appointments in its service. Recaent parlia--
mentary debates algo seem to indicate that only Acts
of Parliament are obligatory, -all the rest including
proclamations, promises and pacts being merely so-
many pious expressions of opinion., Thismakes one
believa that if our legislators only will, any kind of
social legislation can be passed. ;

Criticism and even sneers at Congress and
Gandhiji are fashionable and do no partioular harm
perhaps, The key of rural development is in the-
hands of the sducated young men of the country..
There is always the danger of some overzealous offi-
cial impeding this work on political grounds. If"
this can be secured against and if some of our young
men who do not kmow what to do with themselves
turn their attention to whole-time rural worl, they
will be sure to find for themselves not only useful
but absorbing work of a most healthy kind. For-
young men with such inclinations, the book gives
many valuable hints. It would have keen so much
more useful if the author had written an epilogue
giving us the outlines of a definite scheme of rural.
development.

@G. 8, KURPAD,

PROBLEM OF IRELAND.

FACING THE 1RISH QUESTION. By W. §..
ARMOUR, (Duckworth.} 1935, 20 em, 270p. 5/-.

THIS book embodies an attempt at & detached consi-
deration of the Irish question. The author’s qualifica~'
tions for dealing with the Irish problem are of the
best. In an introductory chapter extending over 55
pages the author recounts his antecedants but we feel
that his autobiographical account is rather too long.
The author is half-Irishman and half-Canadian and
has had a long careor of Iinperial service. He was in
Indis for nesrly ten years during which he held five -
important posts, After his return from India he be-
oame the Editor of the Belfast Northern Whig, but had
to severe his connection with the paper ss his frank-
expression of views on the burning questions of the
dsy did not find favour with the “ age-long deities of
the place ",

The main thesis of the author is that it is the-
spirit of ascendancy in Belfast that is the stumbling
block to the successful solution of the Irish ques-
tion. This spirit has mads the Six Counties popu~
larly known as Ulster “into & mass of granite,.
unswerving and unyielding, & kind of Gibraltar.””
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“The Iate Lord Carson did not oreste this spirit, for
it has been in existence ever since the days of the
"Penal Laws. The author points out how the re-
sistance organised by Lord Carson to Mr. Asquith’s
Home Rule Bill was merely a manifestation of the
Plantation spirit which had long been in existence,
“From the date of the passieg of the Catholic Eman-
_gipation Aot * Belfast was a centre of defiance to
every measure from every Government, Whig, Liberal
.or Conservative, whioch in any way conflicted or
- geerned to conflict with the intarests of the presiding
. deities of the place.” (p. 172).

The author condemns the partition of Ireland
and rightly throws the blame on Ulster, He fesia
that if the union between the two Governments is
effected, the desaire for a republic would disappesr:
Northern Protestants need have no fear of the

-tyranny of a Catholic majority in a United Ireland,
for in the Irish Free State the Protsstant minority
is treated well and the quarrels in that Stats have

" been political and not sectarian. The author wants
both North and South to approach the problem of a
United Ireland in a spirit of good will. He wants
the Irish Free State to respect the Treaty of 1921, for
-otherwise she will be playing into the hands of the
épponents of the Treaty who prophesied that the Irish

-oould not be trusted, At the same time he condemns
England’s economic blockade of the Free State, for
its only effeot has been to attach the- dissident ele-
ments in the Free State to de Valera. He pleads for
harmony between England and the Free State and
hopes that the statesmanghip of England, whioh

. brought the French Catholic and Englishi—Protestant

-Canadians into the Dominion of Canada and the
Dutch settlera and English Colonists into the Union

-of South Africa, will succeed in setting up a United
Irish Dominjon within the Empire.

The book does not contain anything new, There
is too much repetition in the book. Its only merit is

“that it is an impartial statement of the Irish problem.

M. V. SUBRABMANYAM,

MODERN MARATHI LITERATURE.

AJAKALCHA MAHARASHTRA ( Marathi). By
PRABHAKAR PADHYE and S. R. TIKEEKAR.
( Karnatak Printing Press, Bombay.) 1935.
20cm. 366p. Rs. 3.

AJARKALCHA MAHARESHTRA written by Mr. Padhye
and Mr. Tikekar offers a refreshing contrast to the
heaps of books of poema and novels that pour from
~the press in a ceaseless stream. This thought-provok-
ing book is an intelligent and interesting review of
the progress of the thought of the Maharashtrians
from the times of Shivaji to the present day in s
brief and analytical manner. If some topics of the
- day are left untouched it iz merely beoause of the
limited canvass that is spread by the authors. Such
a big subject as that cannot be dealt with exhaustive«
-ly_in a volume or two but needs & series. And yet it
might fairly be said that the book is a good guide to
get oneeelf acquainted with the thoughts of to-day
-and yesterday on a broad gcale,

The book, being a short survey, is sure to leave
enough room for differences of opinion, but
it is on acoount of a particular standpoint of
the authors of looking st things that such differences
arise, For example, the great movement of the
Maharashtrian saints cannot be viewed from the
materialistic angle of vision, It would be unfair on
-our part to judge thiz movement by the standards
that we set and the ideals that we cherish. For, as
‘needs change from epoch and epoch, so too standards

. never built; it grows,
-shimmering soap-bubble, No sooner our earthy hand

and ideals, Aud when the authors denounce the ssints
in their ecstatic moments and the rendering of the
Gita into Marathi, calling it a thankless task, I say
they have certainly lost ground and try to measure
ethereal thinga “ that never were on sea or land * by
drab earthly standards. In fine, the collaction of the
Abhangss and books like Dnyaneshwari sre the
richest tressure and the highest water-mark of
Marathi literature. .

There are also topics on which many of us
would agree only to differ from the writers. Be-
ing taken up by the western ideas, the writers want
to pull down the whole of the old fabric of
society and to build it anew on Marxist principles.
That, in India, such a pian as this is not feasible and
therefore is a utopia is obvious, For society is
The plan is just like a

touches its rainbow-coloured glory than it vanishes
into nothingness. On general principles almost all
of us may agree, It is only when we come to the
details of Marxism that we see our differences from
everybody else become sharp-lined and untridgeable,

Leaving aside such differences of opinion ( they
are few buf gharp ), the writers, in a well-nigh im-
partisl way, have traced .the causes of the decline
and fall of the Marathd power to the indiscipline of
the Sardars, the pennilessness of the merchants, the
absence of eentralised suthority, tha wratched condi.
tion of the farmers, and the deplorable and abomin-
able state of the priesthood, The falling off from
the high idenls of Shivaji also hastened the fall of the
Peshvas, Then followed the miserable period of
stagnation which is described in =& telling style by
the writers, and ab iast the * shades of the prison-
house elosed upon® this unfortunste country.

The authors, then, impartially and unhesitating-.
ly, bava dealt with the progressive development of
the Maharashtrian mind from the times of Deshmukh
onwards. Broadly speaking, the life of a nation is the
lives of its great men and, therefcre, the writers have
closely analysed the progressive and regressive
thoughts of the great mem of Maharashira like
Deshmukh, Ranade, Bhandarkar, Chiplonkar,
Agarksar, Tilak, (Gokhale, ete. Of these, it must be
specially mentioned, the writeras have thrown a new
searching light on the works of Deshmukh and
Chniplonkar and have oleared our vision about
Deshmukh. As a matter of fact, we know very little
of Deshmukh and what glimpses we get of him we
get through the perverse outlook of Chiplonkar who
has levelled against him the most scathing and
biting ecriticism to the effect that even the
characteristically liberal thought of Deshmukh is
almost wiped out from the mind of Mahirashtra.
Thus Deshmukh is restored to his due position;
Caiplonkar portrayed in his true ecolours; and
Agarkar, the neglected child of Maharishira in his
times, extolled to the skies.

Lastly, we'find in Tilak—an Indian of exocep-
tional parte—sa unique harmonisation of divergent
thoughis of the above-mentioned great wen, and
perceive an amazing unification of the special
features of everyone of them, The authora have im-
mensely succeeded in revealing Tilak's works in all
their mspects. Tilak’s life-long achievements bear
ample testimony to his burning patriotism, incorri-
gible optimism, incessant work and many other
qualities, This and the succeeding chapter on post-
war Mahardshtra are written in a very engaging
style.

It is = pleasure to see the suthors succeed in
giving in a nutshell the analysis of the thought of-
the last three centuries of Mahdrashtra., A book like
this was & great desideratum, and I congratulate
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the Writers on thefr haviné made a .good addition to
Marathi literature, d

. * A G.MANGRULEAR.
SHORT NOTICE. .

ATEXT-BOOKOF CIVICS AND ADMINISTRA-
TION. By A. BHAGAVAN Doss. ( Bharati
Publishing House, Bangalore. ) 1934. 200m. 160p.

Re.1. ¥

AN INTRODUCTION TO INDIAN CIVICS,
By K. KRISHNA IYENGAR. ( Sathya-Sadhana
Publishing House, Bangalore, ) 1934, 20cm. $06p.
Rs. 2.

WITH the spread of demooratic ideas in this country
ahd the moulding of the Indian constitution more
and more in conformity with the principles of a
parliamentary typa of government, there has been a
growing recognition of the study of civies in most of
the Indian TUniversities. It i8 .now commonly
agreed that a true civie consoiousness at least among
the educated masses is & condition precedent to and
quite essential for the success of a fully responsible
government in India. We therefore heartily
congratulate the Mysore University upon ths intro-
duction of civicsa at the 8. L. C, Examination,
though to some this may appear a little premature,

The two books under review are primarily written
as text booka to suit the curriculum of the High
School classes. They both make a lucid and direct
approach to various topices under their purview.
There is a fine touch of national sentiment and glory
of the past that tickles our feslings and makes the
reading more spicy. We would however like to nofe
one difference. Mr, A, Bhagavan Doss sesems to have
a oloser eye on making his book a readable text for
students from the examination point of view and
as such his book in some places is too sketchy, Mr,
K. Iyengar however is more intent upon stressing
the Indian aspect of civie life and quotes Sanskrit

words and phrases for this purposse, This smaocks &.--
little pedantic. The study of clvics na a science is
more recent and too muoh inflaenced by Western: .
thought.

Wa strongly recommend both books not only to--
examiners but also to the general reader ms they
bring in a small compasa the essenoe of civic life to -
the fore. S ‘
S, G. PURANIK,

BOOKS RECEIVED.

WAR OLOUDS IN THE BEIE3 OF THE FAR EAST, By
ToM IRELAND. (Putnams.) 1935. 2lom. 452p. $2.75,

MARKETING AGREEMENTS UNDER THE AAA. By
EpwiN G. Noursk. (The Brookings Institution.) 1935...
2lem, 439p, $2.50. '

1007, MONEY. By IRVING FISHER. (Adelphi Co,, New York)
1935. 2iom. 212p. $2.50. ‘

LAWRENCE, By EpwaRBD ROBINSON. (Oxford University
Press,) 1935, 20cm. 250p. 3/6.

INDIA'S NEW QONSTITUTION. By J. P.EDDY and F. H,,
LawroN. (Maomillan)) 1935. 20om. 239p, 6/-.

THE PRINCIPLES OF CONTRACEPTION. By JOAN MaL.
LESON, (Gollancz.) 1935, 20om. 160p. 4/6.

MEDIAEVAL BSOCIALISM. By BEDE JARRETT. (Burns
Oates.) 1935. 20om. 94p. 2/6. '

GERMAN BUSBINEHS CYCLES, 1924-1833, By CainRL T.
ScHMIDT. (National Bureau of Economio Research, Inc.,.
New York. ) 1934, 23om. 283p. $2. 50.

INDUBTRIAL PROFITS IN THE UNITED STATES. By
RALPH Q. ErSTEIN and FLORENCE M. CLARK, ( National’
Buareau of Eoonomio Research Inc, New York) 1934..
23cm. 650p. 85.00. o

MECHANIZATION IN INDUSTRY. By HARRY JEROME..
(National Bureau of BEconomic Research, Ino,, New York.}
1934, 23cm. 484p. 93.50. ]

THE INTERNATIONAL BANEKS. By A.S. J. BASTER,
(King.) 1935, 220m. 26%p. 12/6,

INDIA FROM A BACK BENCH, By ADRBIAN BAILLIE and
others. (Methuen.) 1934 22om, 78p.
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