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Topics of the &Y eeﬁ.

United Front.

MR, SASTRI in a speech in Madras appealed for
the formation of & United Front between the Con-
gress and other nationalist parties in the country. Ha
did not contemplate s merging of the Liberal Party
or any other party in the Cougress, though he would
like the Congress to relax some of its conditions of
membership, which are irrational in themselves and
have proved unworkable by actual experience. But
even should they be maintained in their rigour he
gees no reason why, given goodwill on both sides, a
. working arrangement among all the progressive
parties should not be possible. *Nevertheless,” he
said, “an understanding is possible, both during and
after the coming elections, between the Congress and
the Liberals, Although the Congress may not
remove the barriers, it is possible for it to throw the
doors open in the ounter court in order that no element
that could be useful to it in its fight would be left
Out." .

( * »

IT is satisfactorg to note that Babu Rajendra
Prasad, the Congress President, has responded well
to Mr. Sastri’'s appeal. Although he has not given,
as of course he could not immediately give, a defini-
tive reply to some of the specific points raised by Mr.
Sastri that keep the Congress and the Liberal Party
divided, he declared himself plemsed to read Mr,
Sastri's speech. * We in Indis,* he said, “ need
nothing more at pregent than a broad-minded ap-
precistion of the points of view of those who differ
from ue and a certain oharity in our judgment of
others, This applice a8 much to Congressmen as to
others, ard I hope Mr. Sastri's view-point will be
appreciated by sll.”

: . * L L 4

THE Tyibune suggests that the terms of & common
understanding between the Congress and other
progressive parties should broadly be as follows :

(1) that the parties should not oppose each other's
oandidates at the election and should join their forces te
keop out reaotionaries; B

(2) that thebest candidates of all:these parties and
organisationa should, as far as possible, be acoommodated
with safe seats; ‘

(3 that whichever party may form the government
it ahould, on the one hand, make it Its principal business to
oarry out the common national programme with regard
to the nation-building departments of the administration
and, on the other, refuse to be a party to suppressing by
foroe any organised attempt made by the others to bring
about constitutional deadlocks with a view' to expediting .
the removal of anti-national safeguards and reservations
and the advent of complete-and unfettersd national
freedom. . ‘

Y * »

The Congress and the States.

MR. R. G. PRADHAN, who, after seceding from the
Congress when it put an interdiot upon entry into
the Councils, bas now rejoined it, invites the Congress
leaders in the Congress Jubilee number of the Bombay
Chronicle, “to give some oarnest thought to the
criticisms that are made against the Congress in some
quarters” * in a spirit of deliberats introspection.”
Ho says, ¥ Those criticisma should not be spurned as
of no value, as though they come from malevolent
enemies. Some of those are made even by those who
are within the Congress organisation.” Among the
eriticisms which he mentions with approval ia the
one directed against the Congress attitude towards
the Biates. .

' 2 * *

HE saye:

Angther piece of criticism levelled aganist the Congress
is that it is not fully alive to the claims and interests of
the people in- Indian States. I think, there is much sub-
stance in this eriticism. Wa, the people ic British India,
are asked to federate, not with our countrymen in Indian .
States, but with their autooratic, irresponsible rulers. To '
my miod, this is one of the gravest defeots of the new
federal constitution, and it is enough, in’ itself, to make i*

: unsacoeptable to us. 'This oonstitution gives no place-
whatever to the people in Indian States ; it treats them
as if they are outside the pale of Indian policy. '

Such being the case, is it not the duty of the Congress
to espouse whole-heartedly theircause and to strive to
seoure for them their proper place? The policy adopted
by the Congress in this respect is half-hearted, it lacks
oourage. It is time that this faint-heartedness, this
temporising spiris should at once be given up, and that the
Congress should make it plain to the Prinoes that it oon-
piders the interests of the people in British India and of
those in Indian Btates as identical, and that, therefore, it
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ineigts that, their subjocts must bs aasigned their peoper
plaoe, as progressive buman beings and eitizens, as mooh
entitled to claim the righta of self-government as the
peopls in British India, -in any constitution devised or
enaoted for the whole of India.
» -

The Bihar Black Bill.

THE Bihar and Orissa Publio Safety Bill, or the
" Black Bill as it is popularly known, was introduoed
in the provincial legislature on the 9th inst. and
has since been passed into law. The Bill as framed
by Government sought to give the legislation &
perpetual lease of life; but due to non-official
pressure, this waa pubgequently limited to five years,
As s faot, however, looal opinion in Bihar sees no
need for it and thinks the province might safely
have been spared the humiliation of baving soch
an obnoxious law on its statute book. But the
enactment of simfilar legislation by the Viceroy
in virtue of his special powers clearly shows how
sbant is the wvalue the Government is inclined to

attach to publio opinion. ,
* » #

-

T L N i x N - al .

THE eivil disobedience movement is virtually
abandoned by the Congress. 8o the only excuse that
wag advanced by the Government in support of their
demand for the continuance in their hands of the
highly arbitrary powers of restraining persomal
liberty embodied in the Bill was the existence of the
terrorist and communist movements. . Admittedly,
the former is practically non-existent, so far s
Bihar and Orieea is concerned, nor oan‘the latter to be
said to be very vigorous. But, vigorous or otherwise,
its existence as & serious political portent is difficult
to deny and if the Bihar Government, like other
provincial Governments, is intent apon exploiting

ic for buttressing up a case for this legislation, it .

can only be said to be following the usual methods,
. * *

BUT why retein powers for whose use no oceasion

has arisen in the past? The legislation passed thrae
years sgo contained provisiona designed to deal with
the no-tax movement, though the movement was
never very strong in Bihar. The result was that the
pvowers vested in the local Government by relevant
provisions of the law were never required to be

invoked, This should havereally suggested to Govern- -
ment the desirability of dropping from the legis- |

lation recently introduced what experience has proved
to be perfecfly superfluous olauses;but they are
apparently unwilling to part with such powers, how-
ever unnecessary and uncalled-for. That these and
similar other powers have so far been used with due
restraint by the bureaucracy in Bibar is an drgument
which may or may nof be true. Bat we cannot afford
to place our liberties at the mercy of a Government
which may on occasions be forbearing,
#* ]
Unsatisfactory.

. THE Bengal Government’s sttempt to make
amsends to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehra cannot be said
to be a8 unreserved and frank as the ciroumstanoces
of the case demanded. He was charged . with oarry-
ing on revolutionary activities under the cloak .of
Harijan work and with the aid of funds raised for
that work. Such & grave charge has either to be
substantiated or to be unreseryedly withdrawn,, if it
cannot be brought home,” Sir Joha Anderson’s, Gav-
ernment has withdrawn the charge, thongh .the
isboured explanation on which they.have embarked
deprives it of most of its grace.. Once they were
convinced that they had been instrumental jn un-
warrantedly wronging a public worker, they should

*

 bive tendered & full and frank apology to the

aggrieved party.

- - L

THE administration report in which the charge
appeared is issued, we ura told, with the genoral auth.
ority of the Government, though their approval is not
to be understood to extend to every single expression of
opinion ocontsined therein. But it is difficult to
understand why if, as the Bengal Government claim,
an administration report is to concern itself only with
a statement of faots, the expression of any opinion by
its anthor, however innoouous in itself, did not earnt
for him the Government's displeasure, The expression
of opinion in the present case was olearly defamatory :
nor have the Government in any way improved their

osition by letting the world know the author's view
that the inference he drew was basad oi the Pandit’s
pwn uiterances. Anyway, the publio has a right to

now whether and, if so how, the officer ooncarned
has been deparimentally dealt with for daring to
cast wholly unrdierited dspersions on the charioter of
a publio worker of such eminence as the Pandit,

| * - » -

Groundless Ymipression.

. THE drastic Land Alienation Dscres rushed
through the Zanzibar legislature in June 1934 is
designed, as is well known, to pravent the transfer of
Arab and African land into the hands of psople not
belonging to those races. It has bean repeatediy
shown that though the mention of Indians as such is
studionsly avoided, the Deoree is really directed
againgt Indians. When the bated legisiation was
under discussion, the impression was sedulonsly
fostered by (Government spokesmen that African and
Arabland waspassing into Indian hands at an alarm-
ingly rapid rate, and that, unless steps were urgently
taken to put & curb on such transfer, the native com-
munities stood in danger of being left without any
1and to eall their own before very long. The statistics
relating $o such tranefers during the last year at any
rate do not bear oug such an alarmist view, The
figures were supplied by Government themselves in
reply to a question by an Indian member of the
legislatureand their veracity is thus beyond dispute.
Daring last year 148 agricultural properties 'of
the aggregate value pf about Rs, 134 lakhs wore
alienated by Indians in favour of Arabs and Africans,
while only 48 properties worth about Rs. 50,000 have
‘come into Indian hands from Arabs and Africans, It
will thus be .seen that the balance in favour of the
latter wes about Rs. 75,000. This aspect of the
matter was strongly stressed by the Indian member
in the course of his budget spzech, but his observa~-
tione failed to draw any very considered reply from
the British Resident.

* *

*

ANOTHER point too urged by the same membér
failed to elicit Any reply from the official side. It
related to the detivities of the Clove Growers' As-
sociation, whose raport, it was complained, was not
as full and exhaustivé as might have been desired.
Bat the other complaint made by the member was
‘evert more serious. It was to the effact thab the
Association sold cloves cheaper to London and New
York than to Eastern marketa, The latter purchase s
lion's share of the cloves produced in Zanzibar and
'should, in the fitness of things, receive fair treatment
at Zanzibar's hands, But, ¢uriously enough, tho Asso-
‘ciation shows favouritism to markets which consume
‘not more than 20 por cent, of Ziunzibar’s production
‘of clovea .at the vost of markefs which purchase not
less than 80 per cent. of it. With a view to get such
igrievances promptly attended to by the Ass>ciation,
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it wau euggeetod that one Arab planl:ahon owner and
one Indian ‘clove exporter ‘should be appointed ds
fhembers of the Managing Board of the Assooistioh,
The suggestion {g an eminently reagonable one and
ouight to be given effect to as soon s possible,

) - [

Army and Rural Recomstruction.

S0 even the Indian army is to play its part in
the work of rural reconstruotion. The work is stu-
pendous and we oan never have too many agenocies
gt work in the field But why, it may be asked,
were the army authorities of all people sattracted by

e work ? The answer is obvious. The Indian soldier
is mostly drawn from the oount.ryslde, where he re-
tires on -completion of his service, whether short
term service of five years or long term one of thirty
years. While with the colours, he is acoustomed to
s higher standard of Jife and is conversant with the
fundamental laws of hygiene and publio health.
‘When however he settles down in his naiive village
after retirement, more often than not he relapses into
the old unhygmmo ways of life and makes no
attempt to make his fellow-yxllagers better posted in

s knowledge of hygienic laws. It is in this way that
the knowledge acquired by bim while serving in the
Army is turned to mo practical use and viriually
dies with him, 'I‘hle is olearly & waste of a veluable

asset, which must be put & stop to a.l: the earhesir
poeeible date.

* * *

THERE is also ar .other aspéct of the matter
which 1s ‘tiot less important.’ It goes without eaying
that if the soldier’s knowledge and experience of &
better and healthier life were made svailable to the
village oommumty, it will surely go a considerable
way in improving the aspact of things in our rursl
parts. The result would be that in course of time the
Army head-guarters would have a far healthier class
of people to select its recruits from, whioh would
nptprally lpad I:o I;he xmprpved health of the army.

It is needless for our present purpoeeto examine
the details of the scheme, Suffice it to note that it is
;mtended to interest the Indna.n scldier, while actually
in service or even before he joins it, in the work of
rural reconstruction, This would be dona by the
introduotion of rural reconstruction as a subject in
thei educational training of the Indian army. A
series of lootures will also be given to cadets at the
Indian Military Academy and to boys at the Indiem
Military Schools so that even before they join the
colouzs, they would have imbibed properly the prid-
oiples and utility of the work of rural reconstruction.
The move will. we hope, be' cordially welcomed by
Indian opinion,

THE OTTAWA

I

HREE complete years have elapsed sinee the
ratification by the Indian Legislative Assem-
bly of the agreement srrived at by the Indian

delegation at Ottawa. We have considerable statist-

jcal information at hand for the course of world
trade for two years following the conolusion of the
agreement and there are data enough for attempting

6 form & considered opinion regarding the efficacy

of the Ottawa programme, The two doeuments which

F-

will be found most important in considering this-

problem are the two reports issued by the Govern-
ment of India * on the working of the scheme of pre-
ferences” for the years 1933-34 and 1934-35. The
two reports, though planned on identical iines, are yet
notably different in character. The first is issued
under the signature of Dr, Meek, the then Director of

Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, andis &

document which embodies emphatically expressed
opinions and definite conclugions. The second report
is not signed by anybody and does not even purport
to issue from the Depariment of Commercial Intelli-

gence and Statlstlcs it gives & mags of information -

and statistics on the ]mes of Dr. Meek’s report but ie

a comparatively colourless production containing a .

minimum of comment,.
change has come over the report this year; but it is

It is not known why such a -

expected that the Government of India will issue 8
4efenoe of the Ottawq pollcy gr; l:nne for the maetmg :

of the Assembly.
found it necessary to travel much beyond the
statlehcal material oﬁiolally poneored m iheee two
zeporte, o

We hava gn what Iollovqs not |

f

AGREEMENT.

There are, as even Dr. Meeck has pointed out, a
great many difficulties to be met with in an attempt
to elucidate the effects of the working of the Ottawa
scheme, The course of international trade is affected
by faotors o numerous and so complex that the
effects of & single factor like preferential tariff re.tes
may easily be magked by other movements. It Js.
therefore, Necessury to remember that even in epito
of the fullest etatisblcel information any 1udgment
regarding the workmg of preferenoes is not llkely ‘to
be more than a well-informed and well-reasoned guess,
It may be pointed out at the omtset that in the

1 following analysis it is only the course of the trade

of India with the United Kingdom that bas been
taken into account. The total measure of oolome.}
preferences is so small that they may for all pra.ohloai
purposes be neglected.

‘We may begin with a consideration of the chan-
gos in the total volume of Indian trade with TU. X,
The volume of this trade has increased more than
proportionately during the yeara 1933 and 1934, ThlB
is due to cortain broad ckanges that have recenily
come about in the world distribution of trade. It is
the ourrenoy and exchange policies of the different
countries that have been most largely responsible for
the ohangee -‘The biggest currency group in the
?vorld—l:he * sterling group "—has since 1932  dis.
tinofly gained in ite percentage share of the tofal
export anq meorl: trade of the world, Japan has
forged shead more than any other smgle country and
80 also U, 8, A. in 1934, The inorense in the tr de
of India with U, K, that has come about recently is,
therefore, to be attributed not to any measures of trade
1 golicy but to general trade movements brought about
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by other causes. This can be made most clear from
the following statistics of the U, K, trade with India
.in preferential and non-preferential goods.

1931-32 1932-33 1933-24 1934-35.

Index of the export
trade of India with
U. K. in articles
enjoying praference

Ditto— in articles
nof enjoying
preference

Index of U. X, imports ' -
into India in articles
enjoying prefarsncs

Ditto—not enjoying
preference 100 1103 1015 1144
This table shows the comparative changes in the
valueg of Indian exports to U. K. and of imports from
U. K. into India of groups of articles enjoying
preference and not enjoying preference. It olesrly
-indicates that while the exports in that group of
articles which enjoy preference increased from
-1931-32 to 1334-35 by about 10 per cent. the increage
.in the group not enjoying preference is even greater.
.Hence the only conclusion possible on these figures
is that the import trade of U. K having expanded
largely in recent years all kinds of Indian goods
have found a widening market in that country ir-
respactive of preferential treatment. It should be
noted, on the other hand, that the imports into India
of U. K. articles enjoying preference have increased
much more than of those not having that advantage,
The general expansion of our trade with U. K,,
especiaily export trade, having thus no connection
with the Ottawa arrangements we are left to examine
each item of preferance individually to ascertain what
effect preferential treatment has had on its trade,
Wse bad followed this method of attack in our
_brochure on “Imperial Preference " published on
the eve of the consideration of the Oitawa agreament
by the Assembly, and we shall have occasion here.
aftor to refer to conclusions reached therein,

100 8.3 1095 110.2

100 740 1120 1186

100 105 lis 134

It is obvious that every measure of preference '

must, like any other measure of interferemce, have
some effect on trade and prices, 8o that preferences
accorded to any commodity in a market must tend
to increase the sales of that commodity and additional
duties levied must tend to increase the prices of
commodities. Circumstances may, however, either
minimise or conoceal these effects. And our endes-
vour has to be to note the extent of the effect
felt by any trade allowing for the conditioning
circumstances,

‘We may before going on to discuss each item
glance at certain calculations made by Dr. Meek
and published in Appendix II of the reports on the
working of the agreement. These are oalled “advan-
tage on landed cost in the United Kingdom ™ and are
arrived at by multiplying the declared values of the
various exports from India to the United Kingdom
~ by the rate of preference. It is curious that in
neither of these reports is any explanation given as
" to why these calculations have been made and
published and as to what it is that they are supposed
to represent. They are, of course, meant to lead the
unwary reader inso balieving that they represent the

real measure of the benefit secured by Indian trade
as a resuli of the Ottawa agreement. . Dr, Meok knew
betier than to ssy so categorically in the body
of his report, but we find other officinle,
a8 for example Sir Thomas Ainscough, using the
statistics in this sense. Now even & moments
reflaction by anybody who has had some slementary
teaining in economios would show that these figures
are utterly meaningless. They. represent mo more
than the result of a mechanical multiplication of
two sata of figures, The benefits seoured by the Indian
trader or trade may be indicated by an increase in
the trader's profits and /or by an expansion of the
trade over the pravious level. And the reactions of
& preferentinl treatment from iérade to trade would -
vary enormously. In the case of a perfeotly inelastio
trade the benefit or Joss suffered by the trader would
be nil and the only effect of an incresse or decrease
in customs duties would be refleoted in a wvariation
of the price o the consumer. With 8 highly elastic
or sensitive trade the effects, benefisial or otherwise,
would be very large indeed. Without studying the

detailed conditions of each trade there is no means of

saying offband or determining mechanically what be-

nefits have been reccived. The offiicial caleulationsare

thus meaningless and we would hardly have thought

it necessary to notice them if it were mot obvious

that they are very likely to mislsad many parsons.

In considering trade in each individual com -
modity the figures of its general expansion or con-
traction by themselves will not suffice. A particular
movement of trade with the country may be part of
a general movement of trade with all countries ormay
be part of a special trend, due o other causes, of that
trade in that particular country. In either osse a
contraction or expansion could not be described as
& result of the special tariff measure. The
contention put forward in the 1934-35 official
report that a fall in the percentage of the
exporte to U, K. in a particular commodity is
no necessary proof of the failure of the preference
may be admitted asnd it may bs sgreed that the most
important test is the inoresse in the proportionate
share of India in the total imports into U. K. of the
particular commodity. Of course, even if an increase
is apparent the further question as to whether the
increase is substantinal enough and as to whether i
is due directly to the prefersnce or to other causes
would still have to be asked.

D. R. GADGIL.

CURRENT COMMENTS.

“ LIBERAL CONVERSION. "
T HE Pionecer writes: '

It is one of the stock charges against the Liberals that,
after swearing they will ne’er consent, they always end by
consenting. We have no desire to rub it in, for it ia better
to be wise in time than never to be wise at all. We can-
not, however, refrain from pointing out that, exactly s
year ago, we were oritivised by the SERVANT OF INDIA for
suggesting that half a loaf was better than no bread and
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that she Liberal pohtician in India who was prepared to
surrender a substantial and immediate increase in self-
government for undefined benefits which he wight or
might not secure from the British Labour Party, which
might orf might not oome into power within the next ten
years, was the human counterpart of the dog in Aesop's
fable who abandoned kis bone for its image in the water.
“ We do not want the reforms: take them back /" wae the
title of the leading article in the same issus, which also
inoluded » repors of Mr. Sastri’s denunsiation of the Joint
Saleat Committes’s proposals,

We oongratulate the Pioneer on remembering so
precisely what we wrote & year ago. It has a feel-
éng, however, that we would now like people to
forget what wo had written them, for it seems to
shink that wo have execufed a complete somersaullt
gince that time ; while we were hostile to the reforms
acheme at the J. S. C., Report stage, we have become
friendly to it now ; that while we refused to aceept it
then, we are only too glad to acoept it at the present
time. Wo should like to know in which article our
contemporary hae discerned this change of front on
onr part, If it has seen any signs of alteration in our
year-cld policy, the alteration could only be im the
stiffening of our attitude of opposition due to the
fact that the J. 8, C. proposals have been adopted in a

much worse form in the Aot. We wounld ask the

Pioneer’s attention to our last week's articlo: * Get
the Reforms Act on its Back |” and we would invite

onr contemporary to say whether we could be count- -

od among people who give consent to the Act.

Wai

are afraid it would come to the econclusion that -

nothing would ever succeed in teaching us wisdom,
Incurably unwise as we are,

feel embarrassed in the least if the [Pioneer:

ealls attention to mny of our past articles on the

seforms, but we sre not so sure that the Pioneer
iteelf would not feel embarrassed if we referred to

some of its own previons writings, For instance, it
advised the Liberal Party not to greet the reforms

acheme by expressions of utter hostility, of flat non-

acceptance, It urged on the contrary that the Party
should give conditional acceptance to the scheme,
the condition being the loosening of some of the

more stringent safeguards fmposed. Suppose the

Liberal Party had accepted its sapient advice. What
would bave been the position of the Party now?
Instead of relaxing the safegusrds then contemplat-
ed, they have been strengthened and some more have
been added, This the Pioneer, we are sure, will not
deny. Would it have now supported the Liberal
Party for not accepting the scheme on the ground
that the conditions under which alone, according to
the Pioneer, acceptance would have been justifiable
have not been fulfilled, but that on the contrary retro-
grade changes have been made? We feel certain it
would have preesed the Liberal Party even then to ac-
cept the reformaas Sir Samuel Hoare pressed the Negus
to accept the Paris propossls, and for the same reason :
“The reforms messure is not good ; it is bad, Yet it
is the best available in the eircumstances. Therefore
sceopt it ; otherwise your position will be even
worse. ‘In politics there is no minimum, We were
foolish 1n advising you to put forward a minimum ',
Bir S8amuel said muoch the same thing to the Ethio-

pian Emperor. "1 do notlike some features of the
peace proposals myself. But to M. Laval this is the
minimum basis of negotiation, His help is indfs-
pensable, If you do not mocept this you will be
orushed in the war. Therefore weloome these pro-
posals and save yourself,”” The Pioneer does not
accept Sir Samuel’s reasoning in regard to Abyssinia,
But in regard to India it accepts it in full. Tae
Liberal Party has never believed in this reasoning
and does not believe in it now.

Perhaps the Pioneer finds incomsistency in the
Liberal Party not scoepting the reforms and yet
being willing to work them. We oan quite under~
stand popular orators indulging in such a cheap jibe
againet the Libsral Party, but the .Pioneer should
know better. The Liberal Party no doubt admits
that it must recognise the existence of the Reforms
Aot ; that it cannot ignore it. In that sense, of course,
it is prepared to work the Aot, But it cannot and
will not work it in a spirit of friendliness, goodwill,
contentment or co-operation. It will manifeat in its
working, as it must, a spirit of opposition that it has
never made any sccret that it feels. No one has
emphasised more clearly the difference in the methods
that the country will adopt in working a scheme that
it accepts and s scheme that it does not accept than

| 8irChimanlal Setalvad, and we would like the Pioneer,

gince it is in a reminiscent mood, to refresh its
memory about Lis uiterances on the subject.” The
Pioneer may think that it is not good policy for the
Liberal Party to keep vp its opposition now, bub

| surely it cannot jump from the fact that the Liberal
we shall not |

Party will work the Aot to the oconclusion that it

| will drop its opposition to it.

MORE LIGHT NEEDED.

‘We must confesa that the attitude of the Tribune’
towards the new constitution is a little puzzling to us.
It advises the Congress and other progressive parties
in the country not to accept office; it advises them
deliberately to produce deadlocks in the constitution,

One would have thought, therefore, that the
line of action recommended by it is much the same as
that recommended by Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, whose
advice is that “ wherever the Congress secures a

.majority it shonld foree the Governor to suspend the

eonstitution by refusing to form a government and
to allow any other government to funection with
legislative support, and should utilise the floor of she
Legislature for purposes of obstruction and pro-
paganda, ”’

To this, however, the Tribune answers with a
resounding no, It would not like the government
machinery tobe brought to a dead stop even where it is
possible to do so, This would only give, in its opinion,
an opportunity to the Governor to resume the govern-
meni, and then * while running that part of the
administration which oorresponds fo the present
reserved half very much in the way in which it is
run now, he will deliberately. starve the other hslf
and throw upon the meajority in the Legislature
and the electorate the responsibility for that grave .
step.”
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This, the Tribune thinks, must be avoided.
Therefors some people must be found to form a
Ministry and to run the government, A Ministry
must be formed in order to prevent * suspension or
cartailment of the nation-building activities " and
in order “to enable the country to extract from the
new constitution the maximum good it is capable of
yielding.” But the people to form a Ministry must
not be members of the Congress or any other popular
party. For them to accept office would be to under-
mine the forces of opposition; they must be free
from shackles of office =0 that they may maintain an
* attitude of stern and uncompromising opposition
to the eafeguards and reservations,”

How then is a Ministry to be formed? The
Congrpss and other progressive parties should stand
back, Instead of forming & government them-
selves, they should * permit some other party to form
the government which will, on the one hand,
carry on the administration of the nation-building
departments in accordance with the will of people as
expressed in the election results, and, on the other,
will undertake not to make iteelf an instrument in
the hands of the Governor or any other authority for
suppressing by force the organisation or manifesta-
tion of popular resistance to the anti-national
teservalions or safeguards incorporated in the oonsti-
tution.”

‘We have only two questions to ask on this. First,
if the Congress and other progressive parties are not
to accept office, where are men to bs found who can
be entrusted with office who will carry on the double
task expected of them with full effioiency, viz. of
“ earrying on the beneficent part of the administra-
tion” and, if we may roputit, of resisting the
oppressive part of the administration? Those who
can and will do this are necessarily progressive, and
they must ex hypothesi remain aloof from office, By
the very etatement of the case it is only the reaction-
aries who will be free, under the Zwibune's tabu, to
form a Ministry, and they will n2ither do full justice
to nation-building activities nor offer a sufficiently
stern front to the reservations snd safeguards.

Second, if even the non-prograssive parties, who,
according to the Tribune, may be permitted and must
indeed be entreated to hold office in order fo prevent
damage being done to “the beneficent part of the
administration,” can be trusted to resiet the safe-
guards and reservations, what harm will possibly
result from the Congress and other progressive parties
holding office themselves? They will presumably
Tesist the safeguards and reservations with gtill
greater energy, strength and determination. How
then will * the Congress orany other popular majo-
rity " “ wesken materially, and eventuslly under-
mine, the forces of opposition to the new oconsti-
tution " if they accept office ?

Surely, the ZTribune must needs oclarify its
atfitude o little further. - Ag it hag put it, it is past
our comprehension.

THE PRINCES' VETO POWER.

Advance questions our ptatement that under
the new Reforms Act the Princes have obtained the
power of vetoing constitutional amendments.

Our argument may be briefly put thus. The
Princes enter into the federation on the basis of a
treaty with the British Government. In the treaty
they do not give to the Britisb Government the
power of altering the terms of the treaty as it likes.
On the contrary they specifically withhold it. They
Bay: “We are bound to these mutuslly agreed
terms, If the terms are to be changed they must be
changed with cur congent. If you make any change
without our consent we shall be entitled to denounce
the present treaty. In other words we shall acquire
the right to leava the federation.” This position is
acoepted by the British Government.

The Act, however, makes no provision for the
secession of any State that has once joined the fede-
ration. Therefore, the position amounts to this: in
order that no State will be enabled to claim secession
the British Government must refrain form introducing
& change in the Act whish is not acceptable to the
Princes—not only to a majority of Princes, but even
to a single Prince. The British Government's powsr
of altering the Aot is thus drastically curtailed.

In other countries the component units of federa--
fion not only give up certain specified sovereign
rights to the federal government whion they form,
but they also give up the further right to hold up
constitutional amendment in future by refusing
their individual consent to it. They agree that if a
proportion of the federating units, say two-thirds,
agree to any constitutiona] amendment it shall take
effect whether they themselves agree to it or not.
In our federation, however, the States have nob
given up this right. The unanimous consent of all
the federating States is thus required to every
constitutional amendment that is proposed, They
therefore have a power of veto as in the old days in
Poland.

It is of course obvious that the Princes’ veto
power does not extend to any but the federal part of
the conatitution ; it does not extend, for instance, to
the provincial sphere, nor to the sphere of para-
mountey which falls outside the scope of the Act.
Even in the federal sphere mn exception has to be
made in Favour of matters included in Schedule 2.
Advance draws our attention to Bection 6 (5) of the
Act which refers to this Schedule, but our observa-
tions were obviously limited to matters not included
in the Schedule, and if Adwance will take the trouble
to go over the Schedule it will find that sall the vital
matters in conneotion with the federation are ex-
cepted from the Schedule. It is admitted on all
hands that exceptions are far more important in this
oase. Seotion 6 (5) of the Act itself, to which refer-
ence is made, thus proves our case,

If our interpretation is wrong we would like
Advance to tell us how. Wa shall say this much st
present, Advance is the only paper which to our
knowledge takes a different view of the matter., It is
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~true that our leading journala are reluctant to em-
phagise the plain meaning of the tremendous veto
-power given to the Princes by the Act, but their
reluctance is solely due fo their anxiety to blame
everything evil in the Act upon the British Govern-
.men$ and to their excessive tenderness for the Princes,

3

But no cne has yet questioned the fact that tho,.
Princes have the veto power. .Advance does so for.
the first time, but we believe from an entirely wrong_
reading of the Act, We ghall be wery much
interested to ses how it justifies the position whioh it’
has pleased this organ of radical opinion to take up.

BRITISH LEAGUE POLICIES.

I PERSONALITIES AT HOME,

NTERNATIONAL events centering around the

League .of Nations hava followed so closely,
) one upon the heels of another, that it is none
- too easy not to get confuged by all the cross purposes
-of the principal players of the international game
and. by the many red herrings purposely trailed
- meross the gscent which publie opinion is intent upon
following.

To classify the position, I think itis of first
importanca to tabulate, however roughly, the diffe-
rent English attitudes towards the League. There
ara first of all two fundamentalist attitudea which
-consider that the Leauge can fulfil its purpose and
maka sll further war impossible. One section (let us
~eall it Mr. George Lausbury's) rejoices a§ its capa-
bility and invites all and sundry to persevere in the
-pacred dance round the Genevan mulberry bush,
frantically reciting tbe manfram “Peace! Peace I,
whereby peace itself will be realized. The other
-gection, which we shall label Lord Beaverbrook’s,
likewise believes that the League is quite capable of
-such a result, but that for that wvery reason the
League must bas done away with : for they perceive
.that & guccessful League means the end of national
soveteignty and of all imperialist domination, not
only other people’s, but also Britain's. '

The bulk of the people however are not funda-
mentalists, but opportunists. They do mot "believe
‘that the League, as constituted, can really guarsntee
world peacs, but they do attribute to it a certain use-
fulness : though thers again opinions rather differ as
-to the degree of that usefulness. First of all there is
the section (shall we be wrong to eall it after Sir
‘Samuel Hoare ?) which will use the League as a
counter in the imperialist game. There is another
-gection {let us hope that Mr, A, Eden belongs fo it )
whichk is not out for new imperialist exploits and
. whioh gees in the League the only existing means of
-ptopping the Gadarens rush to self-destruction.
Finally, there is the official Labour point of view,
. which would use the League for bringing about a
new international order.

Hoare—Eden—Alttlee—Lansbury are therefore sll

for the League: but in very different ways ; Beaver- |

‘brook and Hoare arae both ageinst the League idea,
though popularly they are deemed to be adversaries
t0 each other. As a matter of fact, Sir Samuel Hoare
has a foot in both oamps and, as usual, therefore,
has to play an audacious game. .As he seemed to be
-opposed to Lord Lloyd over the Misgovernment of
India Biil, so now he seems to be opposed to Lord
Beaverbrook over British League policy,

As Sir Samuel Hoare had dual affinities he
necessarily had to pursue a dual method, On the
one hand, he employed the old diplomatic method to
drive as hard a bargain as possible with the rest of
the imperialist powers for all the world as if the
Lesgue did not exist at all; on the other hand, there
wag the platform method, which paid lip-service to
the League and in fact was pushing it to such ex-
tremes that in the end the League would become
popularly diseredited, Sir Samue] Hoare is & most
skilful ice-skater; but, as all the world knows now,
he fell on his noses all the same one fine day. '

BBut obeerve his superb skill, even in this dis-
agreeable misadventure : his nose was broken, but it
was not put out of joint. He resigned his post, but
stuek to his guns; making his “ personal explana-
tion * in the House on Dec. 19th, he oconcluded—
perfect sportsman that he is—by wishing to .his
suecessor, “whoever he may be, every kind of success
in the difficult task before him and better luck than
I have had,” The "loud and prolonged ocheers”
that grested this peroration told him what not a few
memberg put into 8o many words—that “there goes
the future leader of the Conservative Party.”” His
very defeat he had turned into a triumph.

" Hor the time being it is Mr. Baldwin who receives
all the obloquy for having thrown Sir Samuel to the
wolves and who stands thoroughly discredited, It
is difficult to believe that he too will not soon dis-
appear from the gcene., With him will disappear the
iast of the MsacDonald-Baldwin regime and his
place no doubt will be taken by Mr. Neville Cham-
berlain, who thus tuckily obtains the coveted rever-
sion of the premiership, for which Sir Samuel Hoare
had been preparing himself. ‘ ‘

Ag regards his sattitude to the League, Mr.
Chamberlain of course belongs to the Hoare section :
almost, one had said, to the Beaverbrook clan. If Mr.
Fden remains his Foraign Secrefary—as no doubt
he will—it will ba for the sasme reasom that Mr.
Baldwin has now chosen him : viz,, to appease public
opinion in England and to use him for working the
platform method.

II. REALITIES ABROAD.

Having considered the leading perscnalities ab
home, we may now turn to the main realities abroad:
and firet of sll to the question of sanctions, '

o 1, Sanctions. _

Mz. Attlee, replying to Sir Samuel Hoare in the,
Houege on Dec. 19, observed that, if one thing stood
out more than any other in that speech, “it was the
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fear lest tha League should be too successful.” In
fact Sir Samuel had just gaid: *“It was & moment of
great urgenoy. Within five days the guestion of the
oil embargo was to come up at Geneva, and [ did not
feel myself justified in proposing any postponement
of the embargo unless it could be shown to the
League that negotiations had actually started.™ Mr.
Baldwin afterwards told the Houss exactly the same
ghing. “ We have passed away from platitudes,” he
aaid, “ to an area of stark reality : -and we have been
jnYthis area from the moment the League began
punishments,”

In plain English, the. whole sanction business
was meant for the platform only, to sssure the
British elootor and other Innocents Abroad thas
England's sole objective was to see international
justiee being done by the T.eague. Perhaps it was
nlso hoped thereby to frighten Mussolini and thus
Sanctions, besides being & mere Baldwinesque “ pla-
titude,” were meant also as a bluff,  But Mussoliniis
tho better poker player. He did not bluff; he saw
his British opponents. In this comnection I caunnof
do better, than quote from Lord Lothian's excellent
speoch of the same 19th of Dec, in the House of
Lords:

Mgesolini was not a bluffer. He might feel that if
sanctions were to be imposed which wounld be decisive in
oauning hie defeat he would prefer to go down fAghting
agninst us and Franoce or against us alone rather than
ultimately to retreat, Having embarked 250,000 men on
his Afeican orusade, he wonld rather yield to overwhelm-
ing force than go to a lingering death or risk snother
Adowa. He would rather end it quickly by a smashing
blow from the air at our fleat which might give him Egypt
and the Buez than yield to the pecessity of an armiatice
on League terms to save his East African army from
disaster once it was bottled up in East Africa and depri-
wved of suppliea.

It was becauge of this removal " into an area of

stark reality ” that sanctions were never meant to
be really effective.

Their ineffectiveness of course is notorious.
The Anglo-Persian Pstrolenm Co, {of which the
British Government are the dominant sharsholders )
still exports direot to Italian Somaliland most of
the oil wanted thers; Italian planes, flying from
Eritrea to Italian Sorhaliland, are still refuelled
in British Somaliland. (Cf. Dr, Dalton in the House
of Commons, on Dec. 5th.) A more damnping
pisce of evidence of British double dealing could
bardly be adduoed. Again, the bulk of Italian
requirements of petroleum comes from Rumsanian,
and the majority of the capital invested in Rumania
ofil-wells is British {private) capital. Now, the Ruma-
nisn oil exporters have obtained from their Govern-
ment a declaration that Rumania will not place
an embargo on exports of petroleum fo Italy, until
the United States has actually legislated to a simi-
Iar effect. Whioh of course is a most unlikely thing
o happen, seeing what the American Senate is,
Besides, has not a Standard Qil Vice-President recent-
1y said (v. Reuter, Dec, 21) * that Italy will be
able'to obtain sufficient oil for military purposes,
even if the League imposes oil sanctions—either by
granghipment or by other means™? In the mean- |

time U, S. A. sent in November 1935 $1,252,000~
worth of oil to Italy, against only $447,000 in

November 1934 ; and to Italian East Afrioa $451,000-
a8 against $12 in November 1934, Why, we have got

the word of honest Mr, Stanley Baldwin himself for

it (House of Commons, Dee. 10.):

Wae -shall have- to consider agairn the whole queation of
how far sanotions may go. The hon, Lady ( Miss
Rathbone ) apoke aa though it were the aimpleat thing to-
stop oil going into Italy. It really is mot, It is extra~:
ordinarily complicated. If you are going to do it Fou must.
be sure that your prohibition is effactive.

I say frankly, and I assure the House, that there is no--
cynioism in it, that we are learning and have learned &
great deal in the last three months as %o what 18 possible-

. at present in the world and what is not.
What charming innocence! But will anybody
belisve i6? And if true, what qualification for &
statesman guiding the destinies of the Grea{ British
Empire |
Leaving alone oil, let us remember that the-
sanctions list does not contain copper, lead nor

gpelter, It contains iron, but not steel; it oontains
ohromium, mangsnese, tungsten ~ and vara--
lium but not the steel alloys made of

these rare metals! On the other hand, the sano-

tions are draconis in the case of aluminium exports

to Italy : alas, Italy is a great aluminium producing

country herself and in 1934 only imported a total of~
seven tona! Another illuminating item of interest

[ cull from & Singapore paper of Nov, 21.:

To-dsy the full range ¢f sanctions comes into force in .
Malaya. In addition to the ban on muniiions and credits,
which bas boen in foree for some days, we must now cease
to receive imports from Italy and to supply her with.
tertain key materials, notably tin and rubber,

What difference will this make to Malaya? Theoretl=-
cally we shall losg twenty million dollars’ worth of export
business, if sanctions continue a year, but in practice we-
may lose very littla. )

Is thers anything to stop export firms buying all the tin
and rubber they can lay hands on and consigning the
goods to associates in Germany or Ausiria there to be
forwarded to Italy ?

British and French firms which do this will be attempt-
iog to defeat the policy of their own governments, but
no such scruples need troub'e ‘German, American, and
certain other firms, How then are sanctions going to be
effsotive in respeot of rubber and tin ?

The imposition of Sanctions, it is safe to eay,_
has so far not only not hampered Signor Muesolini,.
it has actually assisted him, '

How? 7

By presenting him with a most convenient light-
ning conductor against popular discontents. What.
ever goes wrong mnow-a-days in Italy, whatever pri-
vations-are being demanded from the Italian paople,

 the wicked ones responsible for it sll are the

“Qanctionists , those sbominable foreigners, who-
sre envious of Italy’s greatness and who would turn
an Italian civilizatory mission in Africa into &
goneral war in Europe !

By this means the obvious fact, that money
spent in exploding sbells in Afrieais no longer avail.-
able for buying foodstuffs in Italy, is very conve--
niently being obseured, That this is no fancy

| picture can be proved by the actual state of Germany-
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‘which likewise is.spending on armaments what
otherwise could be epent on food. The dearth of
“fats in Qermany is notorious : even the introduction
of the war-time ration.cards for butter is imminent
there. The whole German: nation is being under-

nourished and generally subjected to great privations:

yet, poor Herr Hitler has got no ready excuse for it
in any sanctions imposed on the Fatherland by
4oreign foes, but is reduced to the Inme excuse, that
buiter is very scarce just now in all countries.
Compara the propaganda value of this with Musso.
Tini’s fiery orations against sanctions, and'you will
understand me when I maintain that sanctions do not
kindar, but actusily help Mussolini.

The whole drive for gold would also ‘have hesn
diffiecnlt without them ; the devalorisation of the
Iira from 55 to 82 for £1 has, thanks to  the “Sanec-
$ione™, passed aimost unperceived in Italy or has only
called forth an even greater patriotic frenzy. Wall
“might Signor Mussolini say that if there were no
sanctions, one would bave to invent them !

2. War?

Let us now move out of this shadow-land of
-aconomic ranctions “and other platitudes™ into the
-area of “gtark reality”,i. 0. brute force,

As will be remembered, Sir Samuel Hoare took

over from Sir John Simon at the Foreign Office on
June 8 1935, Before the month was not out, Mr. Eden
‘had been sent to Rome, to find out whether 77 Duce
really meant to go to war in Ethiopia. The answer
being in the affirmative, Hoare and Laval got busy
with a desl on the bagis of the 1906 Treaty between
Ttely, France and England, which gave Mussolini
pretty well most he could reasonably msk. Submit-
ted in August, the proposals were disdainfully turned
down by the Italian Dictator, whose prestige demand-
ed the gory laurels of a successful war,

Thereupon followed the melodrama of mobilizin g
‘the British fleet in the Mediterranean. Was it sheer
biuff in order to coerce Mussolini to be satisfied with
the crumbs of imperialist comfort, which his Anglo-
French fellow-imperialists had offered him ? If g0,
-the bluff misoarried lamentably. Mussolini moved
his forces in Libya and threatened the Western
frontier of Egypt, whioh was a master-stroke,
For, however muoh everybody may falk about Ethio-

pia, what everybody really thinks of is Egypt. -

Mussolini may go on giving his most solemn assu-
Tences that he will leeve intast all British interests
and that he only means to settle down in Ethiopian

bighlands, as the British have done in Kenya : the-

obviocus fact is, that an Italy, safely installed in
‘Ethiopis as it is in Libys, has the Egyptian Sudan
.and Egypt itself as in a nutoracker, whioh it can
work at will, whenever it means to have the lands of
the Nile.

Now the British reply to that threat was a fran-~
tic military activity in Alexandria and to the sounth
-of it—to be seconded by the guns of the British
fleet concentrated in Alexandria. Would the

-guns go off? Mussolini was quite ready for

it, and his chances for-success wers not at all bad,
The Italian air-foree is notoriously strong, and swifg
action on their part might prove decisive, in Alexan-
dria, in Maglta, in Suez, Obviously in.a war between
Italy and QGreat Britain, Italy. would be sure to be
beaten hollow—in the end, But once initial successes
bad been gained by Italy, would she have to face
England alone for the later stages of the war ? It is
almost inconceivable that such & powder-magazine
eould explode in Europe, without setting the whole
world ablazs,

. Hence England, very prudently, tried fo tie
down France {o an alliance in case of auch 8 war,
France was agreeable, but not . enthusiastic. M.
Laval's government gave the sssurances asked for,
and gave them repeatedly—on Oct, 26, Nov. 2 and
Nov. 27: but it refused at the same time to let it
come to that war, and insisted on fresh proposals for
& compromise being submitted o Signor Mussolini.

Henee the despatch of Mr. Maurice Peterson of
the Foreign Office to Paris on Nov. 20 and his instruot-
ions to work out such a plan with his French collea-
gues. Sir Robert Vansittart went ever to Paris on
Dee. 6. In the end, the Vansittart-St. Quentinplan was
ready and all Sir Samuel Hoare had to do was to sign it,
as he passed through Paris on his way to Switzerland.’
This happened on Sunday, Dec. 8, 1935—a mere
formality, after all the hard work previously done by
the permanent staff of the two Foreign Offices. 17
Duce was on the point. of accepting the plan and’
asking for more of the same sorbt: when the “ plati-
tudes " suddenly obtruded themeelves in a House of
Commons, just freshly -elected and pledged to them,
8ir Samuel Hoare had to be thrown to the -wolves,
with every chance of Mr. Baldwintoo pressntly gomg
Jonah.like overboard.

“The real crime of the Forelgn Ssoretary,™” ae
Sir Stafford Cripps remarked in the House on
Dec. 19, *“ was that the Cabinet miscaleulated the
effect of publie opinion.” Lord Halifax in the Lords
admitted as much, the same day. * Qur mistake
was,” said he, “of not apprecisting the damage that’
these terms would be held by public opinion to inflict
upon the cause, that we are pledged to."”

8. Public Opinion.

* Public opinion,” even Lord Winterton had to
avow on that occaaion, * in the House and outside it,
hae driven within the last six months two Foreign
Secretaries from office. That shows the strength, but
not mnecessarily the wisdom, of democracy.” The
sneer at the wisdom. of those who, énfer alios, elected"
the noble lord to represent them at Westminster, is
of ocourse gratuitous: had the British public not
been fed on propaganda lies about the Government’s
faith in the League, and had it been given the facts

of * stark reality *', there is no doubt that it would
not only have driven two Foreign Seorel:aues, but
the whole Tory Government, from office,

The ineluctable facts are those so trenchantly
put by Mr. F. W, Hirst in a remarkable letter which
on Dec, 12 he addressed to the Manchester Gruardian =
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If, instead of telling us that Englishmen hate diotators
and tyrants and that the League of Nations is the main-
mtay of British policy, and if, instead of making the whole
country believe that he would support the League in
registing the deliberste aggressiom of one member
wpon aenother, Mr. Baldwin had announced on the
eve of the eleations that he was about to surrender to
Musolini and propose the partition of Abyssins, would
he have won the eleotions or secured (with 54 per cent.
of the votes ) a majority of 250 in the House of Commona?
¥ think not, I think he wovld bave polled at least one
million votes Japs and the Opposition at least two million
more. In that case the Coalition Government would have
fallen.

The British natlon will stand a good deal from politi-
ciang, but it will not tamely endare national humiliation
aud moral defeat. Mr. Baldwin and his oolleagues will
never reoover from this self-inflicted wonnd.

Sir Samuel Hoare and friends once mora proved
too. clever by half. They knew that their policy of
Imperinlism, as it was, 08 it is and as it ever shall
be, is distasteful to the vast majority of British
voters. The British as 8 people are quite ready fo

benefit from their imperisl possessions, as long as it
- can be done fairly decently and, anybow, peacefully.

But the idean of another war is- so universally
sbhorrent in England, that, I am aure, if the choice
sy clearly between Empire and Peace, the British
elector would choose Pesce.

- The Tory Imperialists know that as well as
snybody. Mr. Neville Chemberlain in his speech
iu Birmingham ( of Dec..20) in so many words
spid it: )

It I read public opinion aright at the last election it
supported the Government in all that it eould do to support
the League because the League stood for peace.

Behind that all the time was the feeling above all * Let
18 escaPe another war.’ { Hoar, hear, ) ’

Let ug escape another war—at any price. “Never
no more”—the phrase with which British soldiers
came oub of the last War remains burnt info the
minds of the whole people.” “Never no more—let us
try to do our best with the Lesague, to uphold inter-
national peace and perhaps even introduce a system
of international justice: but anyhow, whatever you
do, dont ” think that we are ready to msrch again,
as we did in 1914. Once caught in a war to end war,
twice shy. Never no more.” This, I think, fairly
suma up public  opinion in the British Isles, It is
that which renders the Imperialist game of the

Tories so utterly futile in the snd. They may bluff
and bluster, as muoh as they like, and draw the most
grandiloquent cheques: the public will curtly

“ refer them to drawer " when asked to cash them—
just aa it has done on this last ocoasion. '

It is one thing to be drawn into & war asa unil{;
of the League, it is another to wage war i

England’s own name, As long as it {s only a question
of helping to enforoe the Covenant, the professional,.
standing, forces of Great Britain: will suffice ; and
therefore public opinion will endorse it, though
reluctantly, But & war, which would call fop
conscription all.-round again? Never no more.’

" Asregerds backing the League, Mr. Chamber-"
lain voiced the general view when he said (in
Birmingham ) :

Wo must do that, andif other countries do the same -
and they show that they, too, are prepared to take their -
share of the risk then the risk itself will disappear, Fot
make no mistake, whatever the form of pressure whioh .
the League may exercide upon an aggressor in the future,.
the ultimate recourse, the ultimate fact which makes the
difference, is the fact of force and nothing elée, Unless an-
aggressor is satiafied that there I8 against him a potential .
force too great for him to withstand, then you never have
any security.

After all, that is the rule whioh governs our own affairs
hers at home, It is because oriminals know that there is -
a8 force ready to mot ifneed be that, if orime is not
prevented, - it is at any rate diminished, and the oriminak .
thinks twice before he commpits bis crime.

That is the kind of League which is acceptable to
public opinion ; but it is not & League which would
be, as it is today, a mere instrument to carry out the
Imperielist policies of a few. Imperialist Powers.
That is why the Iatter do not want such a League buk
sre anxious to leave it what it is—in Mr. Maxton's
telling words in the Commons debate on Deo, 19 :
a thing which haes no power, no serious inteations, no-
proparations to face up to the logical conolusions of its
policy, merely a propaganda body passing resolutions
without any power toput them into operation, without ang
ocommon philosophy or common understanding in the
matter, with, indeed, all sorts of war antagoniems,
For the moment, matters must be left at that: buf
summing up the events of these last days I oannof
do better than quote Lord Hartington’s words on the
gsme ocoasion :
The ovents of the last few days do not mean all loss. .
The Government took a step which profoundly shocked the
oonsoience ©of the nation and the oonscience of an
educated democracy. That informed demooracy was able
to bring it about that that step was reversed. In this we
have shown the world that a democraocy oan take
oourageous step fn the right direction, ean make a
diffioult and oourageous decision as swiftly and as
courageously as any dictator, That is a very good thing
to have done. ( Cheers, in which the Opposition joined. }-

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS,
Genava,
Deo, 26,1935.

INDIAN LABOUR PROBLEMS.
MR. JOSHI’S. WORK AT GENEVA,

Mr. N. M. Joshi, M, .I.. A., represenied Indign

dobcur at the Maritime Conference held under the aus-
pices of the Internalional Labour Organmisation. In a
slatement to the press Mr, Joshi reviews the proceedings
«f the Conference. He says:
I WENT to Europe first to attend the meeting of
the Governiprg Body of the International Labour
ganization and secondly to attend the Preparatory
Technica]l Meritime Conference. It should be of gome
Juterest to India that the question of a 40-hour week

in the textile industry will be discussed at the 1936-
Conference. ‘ S o
The GQoverning Body discussed the question of
the revision of conventions which have so far been
raesed with a view to thbeir application being ex-
_ tended to those categories of workers to whom the
criginal conventions did nof spply. In this cop-
nexion I etrongly preeeed on the Governing Body tbe
necessity of revising thcee conventions in wh:gh
special texme are given to India, ' )
I pointed out that these special terms baye
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Yeeh ifi existence for about 15 yosrs and that it was -
-¢ime they were reviged. _ i

For instatice, the Hours Convention ratified by
India provides for 60 hoars a week, while even our
- present Faotory Aot has provided for 54 hours -
week. Similarly, the convention ratified by India -
in 1921 regarding children’s age of employment-
permits employment of children over 12, It was
- $ime that this age limit was raised.

I also pointed out the great necessity of the :
International Labour Organization giving attention
to the devising of some machinery for negotiating .
ratifications, as mere passing of conventions does not
gerve much useful purpose unless the conventions are
ratified and Action taken on them,

I suggested that besides the Director and roms -
genior members of his staff, & small sub-committes of

-¢hie (Governing Body itself should visit diferent

" _gountries to negotiate ratifications. My suggéstion
has been referred to a commiitee of the Governing
Body for consideration.

After attending the meetings of the Governing
Body I spent three weeks in London, I took advan-
tage of my stay there to try to secure better Labour
repregentation in the Federal Upper Chamber and to
secure at least soma Labour representation in the

i Provincial Upper Chambers. With this object .in .
view I saw Lord Zotland, the Seoretary of State for
Indis, and the Under-Secretary Mr. Butler. I also
-saw Lord Snell, the leader of the Labour Opposition
-in the House of Lords, and Mr. Attles, the leader

- of the Opposition in the Commonas ; also Mr. Morgan |

Jones, M. P,

During my stay in London I also addressed two.
- meetings on the work of the Servanig of India Society
-and a meeting of the Joint Committde of Women's °
-Organizations which interests ifself in the welfare of
Indiaz women, and tried to explain te them the

attitude of Indians, especially. of Indian women, |

towards the new Constitution. I aiso met the India
Reooonciliation Group and explained to them why we
-objacted to the Criminal Law Amendment Act enact.
ed by the Governor-General’s special powers,

. I went to Geneva asgsain in the last week of
November for the Maritime Conference. The ques-
-tions which c¢ame before the Conference for
consideration were the hours of work on ships and
the manning of ships with a view to preventing over-
 work among the erew,-The Conference also considered
" the question of holidays with pay for sesmen,

Asg this conference was only s preparatory one,
it did not take any decisions, but its discussions
are summarized in a report which will be circulated

-to all countrion and final decisions are to be taken at
a conference to be held in the 1atter part of 1936.

In this Conference I pointed out on bshalf of
Indian seamen that at present thers is no regulation
-of hours of work for Indian seamen either by legis~
lation or thréugh their articles of Agreement signed
-on recruitment, or through private collective agrae-
monts made between the employers and the seamen,
and that as large numbers of Indian seamen are
-employed on ships which ars not registered in Indis,
intsrnationsl regulation of hours of work and man-
ning was the only way of giving them protection in .
-this respect,

. FLRS TN S e

As the question of the right of ‘a Government to
ask for special reactionary terms for some countries
dike India and some olasses of seamen like Indian
seamen was raiged by the representatives of _the
Government of India and of the British Government,

.

i

I made it clear én bobalf 6f Tadian seamen that they

would insist upon the same condititns regarditg
hours of work and manning as may be provided for
European seamen.

. 'The gqueatidn which, fa ‘bausfng wnkiety to
Indian seamen at present is the attempt made on
bahalf of the British seamen's organizations to re-
duoe the employment of Indian and eoloured seamen
ort  British ships. As this question could - not rele-

{ vautly and profitably be raised at this Conference, I

privately disoussed this queation with the represen-
fatives of British geamen who Wwere at (Geneva and
have bsgun correspondence with them, whioch I am

- hoping will result in British seamen recognizing the

right of Indiax seamsen bgsing employed on British

| ships, and I expeat that a conference will be arranged
| betwoen the represenfatives of Britisk and Indian

seamen to negotiate a settlement of this question.
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The Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank Ltd.

( Registered under the Co-operatwe Societies Act.)

' Head Office: Apollo Street,” Fort, BOMBAY. (Branches. 28)
Apex Bank of the Co-operative Movement in Bombay Presidency.
WCRKING CAPITAL Exceeds Rs. 2,00,00,000

FIXED, CURRENT AND SAVINGS DEPOSITS ACCEPTED.
Terms on Application.

ADVANCES made only to registered Co-operative Socmtles.
COLLECTION WORK undertaken at almost all important towns in the Bombay Presidency.

Mecney degposited with this Bank directly benefits the agriculturists and persons of small means.

- For further particulars write to Managing Director.
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The Industrial and Prudentlal Assurance Co. Ltd.
| The Premier Indian Life Office.

Estd. 1913.
| Head ©Office — BOMBAY.
UP-TO-DATE BENEFITS. LOW PREMIUMS,
BONUS:
Whole Life—Rs. 22-8-0 per Thousand per Year.
Endowmen(—,, 18-0-0 per ~»—

For Agency apply to—Secretaries and Managers,
Industrial and Prudential Assurance Coy. Ltd.,
Esplanade Road, Fort, BOMBAY,
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SUPREME FOR YEARS
SUPREME TO-DAY—
- QUALITY ALWAYS TELLS

Mysore Sandalwood Oil B, P. quality, the finest in the world, is perfectly
blended and milled by a special process with
the purest logredients to make,

\ llJJ§co>1r'<e R |
S @ @ to the thinnest wafer"; L_'

Availlable Everywhere,

GOVERNMENT ‘OAP FACTORY, F

BANGALORE.
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