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Topirs of the S¥ech,

5- ll s.

AT a general meeting of the Bervants of India
Society held in Nagpur on the 1st inst., Pandit
Hirday Nath Kunzru was elected to succeed the late
Mr. Devadhar as President, and Mr. N, M. Joshi,
M.L.A., to succeed Mr, Kunzra as Vice-President.
The election of Mr. Kunzru was proposed by the
Rt. Hon'ble Srinivara Sastri and seconded by Mr.
N. A. Dravid and that of Mr. Joshi was proposed by
Mr. A. V. Potvardban and seconded by Mr. V.,
" Venkatacubbsiyva. Messrs, Kunzru and Joshi slso
retain the headship of the Upper India and Bombay

Branches of the Society respectively.
* * *

Hindu Mahasabha.

BIGOTED Hindua must have been disappointed

~ that in his presidential address to the last gession of
the Hindu Mabhasabha, Pandit Madan Mchan Mala-
viya failed $o pour unmitigated ridicule on Dr,

. Ambedkar's latest stunt in favour of a change of
religion for improving the lot of untouchables. Asa
matter of fact the Pandit's reforence to the subjeck
wos very guarded. Instead of condemning it out-
right,the Pandit held that it had gerved some purpose;
and that purpose was that it hed sef the Hindus athink-
ing about the injustice that is being done:by them to
the untouchables by assigning to them a status lower
even than that of beasts. Pandit Malaviya did not
©f course use these words; but the trend of his re-

marks sesmed to convey as much, And it is also
comforting to be told that the year of his president-
ship of the Hindu Mahsasabha would be devoted to
ceaseless endeavours on his part towards the removal
of this blot on Hindu religion. But even Mala~
viyaji, optimist as he ias by nature, appears to
be over-optimistic in hoping that the evil can
be eradicated in one wyear. His optimiam is all
the more inexplicable in view of the fact that in an
earlier part of his address he describes the custom
as very deep-rooted and conveys an implied bhint
that its removal would be by no means easy or quick,
Anyhow if he could accomplish the banishment of

untouchability from Hindu society in a year, it will’

be an achievement even more glorious than the

| building up of the Hindu University which has just-

1y earned for Malaviysji the gratitude of India.
» L L

THE Conference as a body, however, showed itself’
to be morse in touch with realities. I$ contented it-

- gelf with the appointment of a committee to draw up

8 five-year plan for the uplift of the depressed classes.
Be it noted that what this committes is to concern
itself with ia not the removal of untouchability but
an improvement in the condition of the depressed
classes. The move is, however, no less welecome
for that resson. The Mahasabha also lat if be
known that untouchability was not part of the Hindu
religion or eocial pystem, It went further and
recommended to Hindu society * the abolition of all
distinotions based on birth or caste in the spheres

. of publie, social and politieal life in whick such

distinctions oughé to have no application and are
out of place in the present age.,” This is good so far
as it goes; but it can hardly bd doubted tliat a lead
couched in less halting terme would have evoked
better appreciation and bave been in greater accord
with the spirit of the time,

* * *
THE new roforms are branded by the Sabha as
“ highly inadequate, unsatisfactory and disappoint-
ing . The Mahasabha can by no means be said to be
guilty of exaggeration in thinking that they are.
designed ¥ more to tighten the grip of British rule
over India and to disintegrate Indian public life
than to transfer real power to the people of India”.
The 8abha will, however, not kesp aloof from the new
constitution, It will fight the elections fn order to
protect and uphold Hindu interests in the legislatures.
The Communal Award was once more condemmned
as suti-national and undesmocratic and an appeal.
made to Hindus and Sikhs to agitate against it
till it is replaced by a national system of
representation,
-* % %

Ethiopia’s Terms.
THE terms on which the Emperor of Ethicpia

is prepared to accept peace have now been pubiished.
They are as follow:
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{1} Thé complete withdrawal of Iteliap troops from
Ethiopian territory. ‘
(2) Italy to pay indemnity.
(3} The recognition of Ethiopia as a sovereign State
by the Powers.
(4) The delimitation of frontiers by an international
commission, appointed by the League' of Nationa
(5) Ethiopia would seek foreign advice and assistance
in economic, financial and adminiatrative spheres but na
Italians would be accepted,
'We are told that, slthough the demeand for an indem-
nity might be waived, nothing short of totel defeat
would cause the Negus to weaken on the other
terms. oo )

.

» * »

. TH#% Emperor has shown great wisdom in insist-
ing upon the fifch term, He  bas consistently been
following this policy for a number of years: he
freely recruits foreign experts but studiously avoids
Itaslians, and no one can quarrel with it, seeing the

intentions that Italiang harbour about Ethiopia, Bub

we bad begun to suspeoct, since the Negus acoepted the
report of the Comrmitteo of Five—~not 8s a final
solution of course, but as a basis of negotiation, that
be had become weak on this point, for the notes added
by the British and the Fromch Governments to the
Committee’s report had al*eady contemplated the
" reservation of an economic zone for the exclusive use
of Italians, It js encouraging to know, thaerefore,
that he is strong on the exelusion of Itslians,
way, as “Vigilantes” say in the Jnquest on Pea.e,
* it-is certsin that no Italian’s iife. will be safe in
Abyssinia, and no Italian economio concession will
be granted or immigrants allowed or advisers employ-
ed for years after this war.' '
- * L
India and the League.

IT is well known fhat for several years past Mre
C. Vijiaraghavachariar of Salemn has been putting
forward the suggestion that Indisn leaders should
place India’s case for self-government befors the
Lieague of Nations.
President, Babu. Rajendra Prasad gave his opinion
that the proposal was impracticable. * The League,”
he enid, " makes no distinotion betwesn a State which
has a representative government and a State which
has an autocratic government. It deals with the
State and not with the people of the State. We all
know that India was mado = member of the League

to give an additional vote to England in the affajrs

of the League and not because she is a sovereign
State.™

- * *

THIS of course i8 very true. But if Babu Ra-
jendra Prasad felt much disappointment at the Indian
people being ignored in favour of the Indian Govern-
ment in the Lesgue, we must say that hischagrine

is somewhat out of place, For the Congress in the.

person of Maehatme Gandhi consented to the same
kind of treatment for the Indian States” people in
the federstion that Is meted oul tothe Indian people
in the League. The federation does not racognise
the JIndian States’ people; it recognises only the
States’ rulsrs. The federation msakes no distinction
between units which are democratically governed
and units which are autocratically governed. We all
know that the Indian States wera. taken into the
foderation in order that they may take the place of
the official bloc which is now removed, And to all
these arrangements there is no evidence that
Mahatma Gandhi raised any objection. The Congress
oannot now object to the arrangement thai is made
in the League in respect of India. Hoist with your
own petard, Mahatmsji ? '

% - »

Any--

Asked moout this, the Congress.

The Non-Brahman Conference,

THE Counference of the Noun-Brahmens in the
Deccan which took place at Dhulia in Christmas
week nugurs well for the future of nationslism in
this part of the country. This party bas afforded,
next to the Muslim group from Sind, the strongest .
support to the bureaucracy in the Bombay Presidancy |
ever since 1921, when the present systemn of reforms
came into force. The cnly business of the leaders °
of the party so far was to secure the losves and
fishes of office for their community. But the com-
munity is so vast that it was {nevitable that very '
soon the share of the loaves and fishes which they
could obtain would leave the people discontended.
There is not a single reform that ia to the credit of X
the lenders who oceupied positions of responsibility
and power in the Governwent,” In fact in every
matter-—temperance, education; ste.,,—which rouches
the masses there is a sliding back from the vosition
taken by Ministers of other communities like Dr. .
Paranjpye and Sir Chunilal Mehta, The nons °
Brahman Ministers never worried sbout questiona
of policy., They nevdrthought of putsingupas fight
even inthe interests of thair community.

o .. * *

BUT these léadersand their supporters are thorough-
1y didéredited;” They ave lost the confidence of the
masses, and the Dhulia conference gave overwhelming
proof of this, The promoters of. the conference, the -

‘so-called Council party of non-Brahmans, gesing

that a sform would break over their heads in the
conference, closed its daors against tha more progres-
sive members of the mnon-Brahman community, It
was arbitrarily ruled that none who belonged to any
other..party could sttend the conferenoce as membera,
Even go, they were confronsed, when the conferemoce
opened, with s large hostile element, and the orga-
nisers of the gonferenca could get away with it only
by adjourning the conference and then procseding

.with their deliberations within closed doors. The

majority party in the ‘confierence, however, did not

- disperse befora.-disowning the lsaders ard protesting

strongly against the high-handed methods used by
them in maintaining their selfish leadarship. Those
who are working for the overthrow of the reaction-
ary influence exerted by the non-Brahman bosses
will rejoice at the turn of eveniz and may now hope
that in course of time the spirit of communa-
lism will weaken still further until it completely
vanishes, =~ ) ,

o T W . *

The Baroda Jubilee,

IN commemoraiion of the diamond jubiles of his -
rule His Highnress the Maharaja of Baroda recently
announced the setting apart of one crore of rupeesto.
be called the Diamond Jubiles Trust. The invome -
from this sum ia to be utiliged for the benefit of the.
rural popuiation of the Baroda State, especiaily the
poor and depressed classes. Supplementary amounts.’
to be devoted to such purposes will also be provided
for in the regular budgets of the Stale. With re-
ference to the objeot of this magnificent gift Hia!
Highness said : “ My ideal is to imbue a keen desire
for a higher standard of living, the will to live better
and the capacity for self-help and seli-reliance, and
to make village life interesting.” :

- * [ 3

THE proceeds of the trust fund are to be utilised
for village water supplies, communications, educa-
tive work of all kinds, ete. There i8 also 8 proviso
tha} if olrcumstances change and Government think
it necessary hereafter the funds will be utilised for
other beneficial obj: ots. All this bears eloquent testi-
mony %o His Highness's faith in the fact that real
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Indis lives in the villages and that the uplift of the
villager is the uplift of India. The objects enumerat-
ed above are exceedingly good so Far as thay go. We
-are cortain that they oan be extended, and the provise
which His Highness has introduced may be service-
able in doing mo, There are, to ba sure, many other
objecis which shoald be kept in view in the interest

of the masses,
L * L

THOUGH India ig predomirantly an agricultural
.country agriculture organised on a large scale and
- go-operative basis is a thing praetically unknown in

Indis. The use.of machinery in agriculturs is aleo
rendered impossible in the first place by poverty and
secondly by the very nature of agriculturists’ hold-
ings which are exiraordinarily small in area and
tend to be still smaller as generations go by. Under
these circumstances it is no wonder that Australian
wheat and Japanese rice ssll in the Indiam market
cheaper than the native stuff itself. It would, there.
fore, be meet and proper if the Maharaja of Baroda
gives & lead to the whole of India in this vital
matter just as he did years ago in the case of cornpul-
gory primary education. Old-world methods of agri-
oulfure must now be. radieally changed and brought
up-to-date if tha Indian agriculturist is o be enabied
to achieve his own economic ealvation. This can be
done only by State action, and a progressive State like
Baroda with immense resouroes and sn enlightened
ruler may well be the pioneer in the field. The intro-
duction of mechanized  largeseale agriculture on
Indian soil will no doubt bring perceptibly in  view
the realization of His Highness's noble ideal of
improving the standard of village life and making
“village life really interesting,.
‘ S ) o - -

Feligious Conversion.

THIS formed the subject of discussion at the fifth
seesion of the All-India Council of the Federation
of International Fellowships whioh met at Wardhs

from 27th to 3ist December, While"admitfing that
‘horest and humble missionary work with the highest
motives is possible, the Council strongly condemned
the efforts of missionaries of all proselytising religi-
ons to add only to the nnmber of one's fellow-reli-
gionists and to attract people by offering temporal
facilities and conveniences. The resolution it adopted
on the subject was aa follows :

(@ The Council of the Federation of International
Fellowships recognizes the right of the, individual to eon-
version in the sense of a purely spiritusl change of heart,
whether within the faith of the individual or outside,
reslising the purpose of God that all His children have
personsal knowledge and communion with Him, .

This implies that conversion ia to be understood only in
the sense of a turning of the soul %o God, ’ '

(%) The Counocil of the Federation of International
Fellowships, while recognising the right of Harijans to
adopt any legitimate means for their social and economio
betterment, cannot regard migration of the Harijan com-
munity from one faith to another as in the category of
conversion, _ ' ' :

As a Fellowship, we record our deep sympathy for-tha
Harijana in their struggle for freedom, and respeotfully
puggest to the Hindu leaders that the present ctisisis a
call to them for deeper consideration of the destiny of
these children of God. ‘

This resolution to be sure gives the right lead.
Since religious sonversion must be puraly voluntary,
uninfluenced by threats of force or promises of
economioc and sccial betterment, we eannot see how
anyone can oppose the principle of a Conversion _
Registration Bill soughtto ensure tnat all conver-
‘sions are voluntary, when we find thab thire is a real
danger of some paople being forcibly eonverted. We
-wonder what the Indian Witness will have to say to
the resolution. . As for the Harijan movement of
secession from the Hindu religion, it should be under-
stood that it is not essentially a religious movement
at all, but a social and political movetnant,

! GET THE REFORMS AOT ON ITS BACK !

HE Liberal Party’s annual conference in Nagpur
declared that the new wvonstitution was an
imposed constitution ; that it had not been

accepted, and could not poesibly be accepted, by the
country. The Liberal Party would much rather
have liked to be Ieft with the present coustitution
4han to have the new reactionary constitution thrust
upon India; but even this modest demand of the
Party was not acceedod to, and a constitution has been
foisted mpon the Indian people to which they take
the strongest possible objection. It was very neces-
sary for the Liberal Party to have made this declara-
tion,and that for two remsons. First, i is likely to
be thought—and it is freely asserted in England—
that because the scheme of reforms embodied in the
‘Aot is the product and fruit of a series of Round
Table Conferences it is a scheme mutually agreed to
by India and England, Noone can deny that Indian
leaders were taken into consultation, Indiahs were
asgociated even with the Joint Belect Committee of
Parliament, and thus except at the last stage of the
passage of the Bill through Parliament Indian
opinion was consulted throughout, but it was con-
sulted only to be set aside summarily and contermnp-
tuously, Not a single suggestion made by any of

“the nationalist schools of thought was adopted, not a
gingle objection urged by them respected. Indians
went into the Round Table Conferenmce with high
hopes for the future. At the initial atages things
went well. India sesmed sbout ‘to enter into the
inheritance of a fuller and richer political life. The
more sanguine spirits thought that, if not full domi
riion status, something corresponding to it was within
reach. Butthey were scon undeceived. They were

_verily like Tantalus. The very act of raising the
cup of political freedom to India's lipa in order that
she may drink it caused its contents to vanish away,
Instead of being an instrument of political progress,
the' Reforms Act ms passed has proved s veritable
ghackle on India’s progress. It is, therefore, of the
utmost importance to declare that 'the eonstifution
is not one in the making of which, in spite of appear«
ances to the contrary, Indians have had a lot or part;
it is on the contrary one with whioh they have been
saddled against their wighes, and it is one which
they must make an unremitting effort to put away
at whatever cost, ‘

8econd, by its declaration the Party has made

‘known that it feela free to ¢hallenge the constitution

.in every one of its provisions. The Hoare constitu-
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“tion 18 to Indis what the 1922 declaration of the
British CGovernment is to Egypt It will be
recalled that the British Governmeni, as recommend-
ed by the Milner Mission, first tried to come
to & settlement with Egypt, in regard to a
demarcation of spheres between her and England.
Egypt, however, did not agres to the proffered terms
and refused to enter into a treaty on the basis of the
‘Miiner Report. The British Government there-
upon issued a unilateral declaration in 1922, which
vonferred powers of internal self-government upon
Egypt but reserved for itself the management of all
her external affairs, The result was that this declara-
tion bound only Great Britain but did not bind
Egypt at all. Egypt, on the contrary, challenged

every one of the four reserved points, and geems
about to get satisfaction on at least three of them,
Bo will India go on challenging the Hoare oonstitu-
tion ¢ill it is replaced by one which she can accept
with honour.

An especial responsibility devolved upon the
Liberal Party to say that it does not accept the re-
- forms, that it cmnnot advise the country to work
them contentedly, and that on the ocontrary its
oconstant endeavour will be to put them into the
discard at the earliest possible moment, For no party
went into the Round Table Conference with brighter
‘hopea in its bosom than the Liberal Party. All these
hopes, however, have been dashed to the ground.
Instead of taking larger political rights out of the
Round Table Conference they find that even the
existing politioal rights have bsen whittled away,
The first impulse of anyone in such a situation must
be to boyeott the new constitution, to have nothing
to do with it. The Liberal Party did nobt omit to
congider this alternative, but it ocame to the
conclusion, as everyone must, that under the new
regime. the privileged olasses and the property
dnterests will be in the ascendant, and it is impossibie
to persuade them to stay away from a constitusion by
which they stand to gain. The boyoott polioy is thus
dmpracticable and therefore futile, and for this reason
it had to be put away. What then is to bq the future
line of action of the Liberals ? The Liberal Party
will no doubt get out of the reforms all there is $o be
gotten, but it realises to the full that the constructive
good they are capable of yielding is not much ; in faot
it is very little. This, therefore, will be a subsidiary
part of its activities, and its main work will oconsist
in getting rid of this " imposed ” -constitution and
obtaining one which is acceptable to the country, as is
indicated in the resolution by the words whkat iz more
important. While members of the Party will utilise
fhe constitution for what it is worth, they will ever
bear in mind the overmastering faot that the oonati-
tution deserves to be puton the scrap-heap and will
work with that end in view. Nor are they unmindful
of the fact that 4 better constitution is almost im.
possible of schievement by constitutional means
alone, For every change of major importance hasto
‘be proposed by the British Government and accepted
by the British Parliament. But that is not all. As

"Mr. Sasiri put it in his speech supporting the resolu- |

tion passed by the Liberal Federation, every Prince

or Princeling can impose bis veto on what ia

proposed by the British Government and passed by

the British Parliament, and this veto will be final.

In fact, by passing this hateful constitution, the

British Government has as it were served a nofice

on the Indian people, and particularly on the .
Liberal Party who pin their faith to constitutional
means, that constitutionalism is at an end.

It is & protty desperate situation for the Liberal’
Party ( and indeed for all parties). The Liberal
Party oonsiders the reforms to be retrograde and
would have preferred to do without them., It is eon-

vinced that it is impossible to go on with these reforms .
for any length of time, It would like to do away with

them as soon as posgible. Bul federationis & per-
manent union and ecannot be dissolved. Nor is it
possible to introduce vital amendments in the ocon-
stitution by the normal method of working within
the constitution, and to work within the limits of the
constitution is the Party’s creed | No way out appears
in sight. Surely no one has a full vision yet of the

road that will have to be taken till we resch the -

journey's end. In such a situation the Liberal
Party’s approach to this question of supreme import- .
ance must be pragmatic, Iis policy cannot be bnsed
on any hard and fest theory. It mustbe opportumst
in the best semse of the term., But one thing is -
certain, The constitution will not work smoothly. 3
Constant friotion will arise,

H

Sometimes the tension %

will not be great, but sometimes it will come to flagh- g

point, Whatever it be, the Liberal leaders declared—

Sir Cowasji Jehangir and Sir Chimanlal Sstalvad—e -

that they would not avoid such situations, but faco
them boldly. Whenever possible the Liberal Party :

will try togive a good spanking to a reactionary 3

| administration composed of all the vested interests,

as nine to ten it will ba, The Party will on ooca.sion3

occasfons it must be prepared to go slow, biding its

even engineer daring, decisive coups. But on other%

time. Like all good atrategists, it will make a sortie
when it seemsa opporfune, but will not disdain to
make a strategic retreat when that seems called for.
Its policy will be one of footloose opportunism,
but an opportunism always in the pervice of a
singular tenacity. for substituting for the Hoare
constitution whioch humiliates us a econstitution
under which we can stand with our heads erect.

The Liberal Party and other progressive parties can

thus have mo long-term poliey; their polioy will
necessarily be hand-te-mouth. But, in working the
constitution, amidst all the shifts and changes of
policy,they will ever try on every suitable occasion
to force the issue of real democratio self-government.
They will give-no help in preserving the status
guo, meaning thereby the new oonstitution; they
will do thair best to change it—~change it gently "
if possible, but pull it apart with roughness if .
necessary, always keeping bsfore their mind's eyep
the fashioning of an entirely new order,
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LAW OR

EQUITY ?

WHAT IS TO BE THE BASIS OF LEAGUE ACTION ?

HE Paris peace proposals are dead; but they
raise the fundamental issue whether in inter-

- national disputes the League of Nations is to

take its stand upon the public law as between nations
or whether it is to hold itself free to supply the
» deficiencies of this law and iry to zender justice on
the basis of equity, This question arises from the
manner in which some apologists of Sir Samuel
Hoare and Monsieur Laval seek to justify the dirty
desl which they attempted to puf over Abyssinis,
They say in effect: * It is not the League’s function
merely to preserve the slatus qguo among the League
Powers. If it were s0, the League would only be, to
mase the words of * Serutator * in the Sunday Times, an

* instrument for riveting the fetters of the past on

the legitimate ambition and the spirit of progress’

of ite more advanced members. In this particular
‘controversy the issue is between & confessedly bar-
barous conntry and an admittedly civilised one. By
the letter of the law the barbarous country can claim
{o retain all that it now has, but if this claimr is
allowed the civilised country will be left no room
for expansiom, it ¢an never beiter itself as it has a
right to do, and in consequence the whole of the
oivilised humankind will suffer. This is just the
~sort of oase in which too rigid adherence to legal
forms should not be insisted upon, but on the eon-
trary an attempt should be made to afford relief by
recognising and making full sallowanee for the
obvious imperfections of law. In short the League
ghould administer justice not as in courta of iaw but
a8 in courts of equity. Italy’s just olaims would be
exciuded from the benefit of Leagunse protection if the
League adhered too olosely to Article 10 of the
Covenant in favour of Abyssinia. It should therefors
£o beyond and behind this Article if necessary and
make a conscious efforé to arrive at an equitable
settlemeut of the dispute—=a settiement which wil] be
fair and just in its essence but which may not eon-
form to the strict Ietter of the law of the Covenant, ™

The Sunday Ttmes has put the matter very
neatly :

Two views are posaible of the League, You may think
of it as a Conrt of Common Law, concerned solely with
the respective rights in individual States, and administer-

+  ipg justice between them though the beaveny fall, Or yom
may thibk of it a8 a Court of International Equity, or, if
you like to put it 8o, as a Court of Btar Chamber working
in close association with world-government and thinking
not only or so munch of individual rights but of what will
make for general peace and sscurity, and, in the cant
phrase, for the greatest good of the greatest number,

The first oconception comes more natorally to the
English mind ; the second to countries which bave a droit
administratif ox apecial process of justice in disputes
between the State and the individual, It would be
possible to express the difference between England and
+-  Franoe, perhaps the quarrel between Italy and the Leagus,

in the terms of this antithesis. Hitherto, in this
Abyssibian trouble, thanks to the prestige of this country
and the vigour of our representatives, the first or Common
Law conception has prevailed; in the new draft the main
eriterion is olearly not oply or so much the Common Law

righta of Ttaly and Abyssin.ia but the well-baing, real o
. supposed, of the werld at large,

It is here pretended that Abyssinia is proposed to
be thrown to the wolves of the Capitol only because
the League oonsiders it its business not to safeguard
what is, but to safeguard what should be; in
other words, it regards itself * as a quasi-legislative
body entitled not only to pronounce legalistic
judgment -as betwesn opposing rights and claims,
but to take into aecount the widest considerations
of publio policy." It is true that at present the
League has no criteria of equity, but in any case
it is bound to form its own ideas of what is right and
proper, and to deliver, not a legal, but a moral
judgment. It follows from this that when the
League has come to ita own conclusion as to what the
right solution would be in any given circumstances it
should proceed fo implement it with all the resources
at its command, without seeking the consent of the
parties to the dispute,

The British Government’s present aim is, and
was even under 8ir Samuel Hoare's regime, to reach
a settlement acceptable to the League and both the
disputants, When 8ir Austen Chamberlain suggest-
ad in the House of Commons on 5th Dacember - that
-Abyssinia’s consent be not required to proposals
‘which seemed reasonable in themselves he had at the
back of his mind—at any rate the suggestion could
be justified only on that ground—this conception of

the League’s role a3 a judge sitting in a court of

equity. He said: _

My right hon. Friend { Sir S8amuel Hoare ) has repeatod
to-night s phrase he hasused on two or thees oconsions,
He has said that the British Government, collaborating
with the Government of France, will coptinue to seek &
peoacoful solution and f am glad of it, He has added that
it mustbe a solution thatis satisfaotory to the thres
parties, Italy, Abyssinia and the League, I think that it
must be a solution satisfactory to the Loague, but if it is
satisfactory to the League, and Abyssinia refuses to
aooept it ; are we to go on employing sanctions, when not
merely Ita]y has disregarded, but Abyssinia has also dis-
regarded, a decision of the Leaguo? I beg my right hon,
Friond to remember that the British Goverament thought
Abyssinia was not qualified for League membership at the
time when she was admitted, and that some other Govern-
ments have c¢oma to the comolusion that the Btitish
Government wag right and have regrotted that they
pressed for Abyasinia’s inclusion.

Abyesinia is not the trial that I would have chosen to
fight a test vase. Itis & Slave-holding Stats ; it is a slgve-
raiding State, It is not a good neighbour, It does nat
trust the central government beoause the oentral govern-
ment cannot—it has not the atrength to—police their
frontiers properly and prevent raids Imto neighbouring
territories, our own or the Italian, I do not think that
you oan say to Abysainia: *“We will ocontinne
indefinitely our pressure on Italy and go on heightening
it until you agree.” k it must be until tha Leagus
of Nations agree and a satisfactory solution is accepted

" by Italy.

Bir Edward Grigg developed tha same idea in a

notable speeoh. He gaid :

He (8ir A. Chamberlain) dealt with a point which is of

. Yery great importanoe, and which I know is exercising the
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minds of people in Franos, when he asked whether the
British (Government really meant that the only terms of
gottlement of the Abyssinian dispute whioh oould be sup-
ported were terms gatisfactory not only to the League but
to Italy and to Abyssinia. If that is to be the formula, it
spems to give the Abyssinian Government a veto ovet any
settlement, That is one of the dofects of the Covenant as
5t i8 now framed. Under Artiole 10, if that Artiole is to
be read literally, all members of the L eague give universal
and onoonditional and unqualified guarantees %o wevery
State member throughout the world, Artiele 19 is an
article whioch morely suggests that the League should
recommend the revision of arrangements or treaties whioh
might be found inconvenient, but Article 10 is absolute and |

« unoonditional, It means as it stands that any State in :
the world, however backward, however unreasonable, |
however unwilling to regard in any way the advios of the |
Leagus, can stand out and say: ** We are guaranteed in
cur independance and territorial integrity, nnd we insist !
on the protection of the League.” That is one of the |
things that will have to be oonsidered in due vourse. In
any case there can be no question of allowing the leaders
to take the stand on that prineiple, .

It must be made perfootly clear that if the Negus is not
prepared—and jndeed if Italy is not prepared—to acoept
terms which are regarded as just and reascnable by the
League, then the protection of the League must be with-
drawn. This is a very important matter, because, vnless
the point is made olear at an early dats, there may be
opposition from Abyssinia to a reasonable settlement
‘which might strain the sitoation in Europe. I hope the
right hon. Gentleman the Minister for League of Nations
Affairs will deal with that point when he speaks with
reforonce in partioular to the diffioulties in the Provines
of Tigre. What ia going to happen in Tigre ¥ The Abya-
sinian Government might olaim that, whatever hag hap-
pened ie Tigre, Tigre ia part of the Empire of Abyssinia
and must remain part of the Empire of Abyssinia,

I can only say that in this matter some comsideration
should be given not only to Abyssinia but to the popula-
tion of Tigre iteelf, There is such a thing as viotimisation,
and I oannot conceive that the Loague of Nations, ifit ie
‘really going to face Ita respomsidbilities in this matter, will
hand back peeple who have desclarad that they wish no

" Tonge* tobe' governed by Abyssinia. Tho record ofthe

-Government of Abyssinia in dealing with ita outlying
provinees is well known; it is on record. The effasts of
fts administration inr many of the outlying territories
of people who are not of Abyssinian blood is as bad
ag any record can be, and that muet be taken into conai_
deration when we are discussing the future of a province
like Tigre, which, in ap far as its legitimate ruler is oon-
terned, and many of its chiefs, zesms guita veolunta. |
rily, when the opportunity was given, to have thrown

off Abyssinian ruls and joined the Italians, I hope that |
in the question of Tigre there may be no question of
returning people who have once throwh off the sove-
reignty of Abymssinia o that soversigniy again,

. We for our paré shall not be sorry if the
Leagne will undertake not only to respect and
wpreserve against external mggression the territorial
integrity and existing political independence of all
‘Members of the Liesgue under Article 10,but also, even
by the use of foree asis proposed, adjust boundaries
among the different Member States on equitabia lines
to bo dotermined and laid down in future, Article
19 provides for a reconsideration of treaties that
have become inapplicable, and for a congideration of |
international conditions whose -continuance might
endanger peace, but this Article is whqlly inoperative
-for the reason;that it requires unanimity on the

‘more than Indians,

part of all Members of the League. The net result ia

that the League only tries to perpetuate existing
territorial conditions. If this could be changed and
the League could be invested with the Ffunction
of finding & solution for international disputes
on the basis of equity, no people would rejoice
who are included in the
Leagua without any independence to boast of—
provided, however, that the League is a real
League of Nations and not & League of the Great
Powers. The charges brought against Abyssinia.
could easily be refuted, No one preténds that
everything is ms it should be in that oountry, but the
important thing is that there ie & gradual change for
the better. As for the prevalence of slavery, one -
cannot but call €9 miud the stinging reply of the -
Ethiopian delegate in Genevs that fasoist Italy has
made slaves of all her citizens, If Abyssinia is to be .

| deprived of her independence because of her slavery,

why should not the pame measure be meted out to
Italy ? Mr, Eden declared on 10th Deacomber, when
qguestioned on this, * We are not concerned im
any way with the internal government of Italy,'®
One would have liked him to say the same thing
emphatically about Abyssinia. But he lets charges
be made against one party and disscciates himself
from charges ngainst the other. That ia charaoteri-~
stic of the British Government’s polioy in this disputes
The alleged oppression to which the people of the
Tigre are subjected is spoken of hers. If that is a suffi«
cient ground depricing -Abyssinia of this provincee .
why does not the British GGovernment recognise the
State of Manchukuo? It is at least nominally
independent of Japan, unlike the Tigre proposed fo be
handed over to Italy. Anyhow if the League could
considet such matters as were regarded till now of
domestie concern for State Members, and therefor be-
yond the Jeague’s domain, it would 6l the oppressed
peoples in all countriea with great hope for the future.

If this idea ware accepted that the Leagne could
itself devise what it regards as reamsonable proposals
for peace and impose thern upon the parties to the
dispute, then it might have been possible that the
Paris proposals would be acoepted by Italy and re-
jeoted by Abyssinia and therefore the diesenting
party, viz. Abysainia, would be designated an ag-
gressor, and all the sanctions prepared for Italy, and
more, would be directed against Abyssinia! It looks
absurd when it is thus put, but “Sorntator” suggests
it meriously. He says : “ If Italy ecame nearer to the
League's fdea of a just seftlement, it would be right
for us ta suspond sanctions in her favour and to
transfer their operation against Abyssinia.” We have
been pointing out this danger ever rince the Comse
mittes of Five's report was issued. 1§ will
thus be understood what & great deal Abyssinia
escaped from by British pubilic opinion asserting
itsslf and killing the Hoare-Laval proposals.
Assuming that sanctions will not be imposed upon.
Abyssinia, the question is whether they will pot be-
withdrawn from Italy, or at least relsxed, as proposed
by Sir Austen Chamberlain. It is not enough for
Great Britain to take back the Paris proposala. She

musé en‘oroe against Iialy all the sanctions now
: 3
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<decided upon and add to them the sanction of the vil
..embargo and any others that may be deemed
<necessary with the utmost vigour, It is only if she
will do so that her loyalty to the League will be
proved—loyalty whioh she says is the ocornerstone
-.xof her foreign policy.

THE MARITIME CONFERENCE.

HE International Labour Office of the Lengue of
Nations having convened a Proparatory Mari-
time Meeting to consider the basis of an Inter-

pational Convention regulating the conditions of
Jebour on board ship, thisn Meeting has just been
- gitting in Geneva from November 25 to December
«6, 1935.
‘ It has had a long previous history, It will pro-
bably be remembered that the International Labour
~Qrganieation began its existence in . 1919 af
‘Washington with an International Convention for
an Eight-Hour Day. The year after, at Geneva in
1920, a proposal was made to apply this Eight-Hour
“Day to work on board ship: a proposal which
kowever—by one vote—then failed to obtain the
« ~¥woethirds majority required. Encouraged by this
-guccess, the shipowners for the wuecceeding eight
yeara sucocessfully resisted every endeavour made to
reopen the question. In 1929, however, the Interna-
-tional Labour Conference authorized the Office to
-giroalarize all State-Members, in order to obtain a
-#ynopsis of data regarding the actual conditions of
-geamen’s gervices. By 1931 the Office had dravwn
up & Report on the answers received and Draft
Proposals of international regulations. Once more
the shipowners played suocessfully their game of
delaying tackics : once more all progress was held up
for four years, But perseverance conquers everything
and in the end the Office obtained permission to call
-at least a Proparatory Maritime Conference for the
-.end of 1935, a second and final Maritime Conference
be convened in thé antumn of 1936.

These Conferences—ae perhaps it is not éuper-
fluous to recall—eonsist of tripartite delegations from
-esch country, L. e., each complete national delegation
is Gomposed of 2 Government,1 Employers’ and 1
Workers’ Delegates. On this oceasion sixteen

-gountries were represented: Belgium, British Em-
pire, China, Denmark, Ireland, France, Greece, Indis,
- Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, U, 8, A,, and Yugoslavia; the personnel for
Indis being Sir Bhupendranath Mitra, India’s High
-Commisgioner in London, with two advisers
-{ Government ), Mr, David Erulkar (shipowners), and
Mr, N. M. Joshi (seamen). Betwoeen them these
- tountries acoount for 50 million grose tons of ship-
ping ont of a world's total of 64 million. Italy
refused to take parf, ostensibly because under the
blessings of Mussolinian Fascism $hings sre so
- superlatively beautiful that theve i3 no roomt for
further improvement in their merchant mariné, in
\zeality however In order to show how veked II
Duce is at Goneva's ill-timed endeavours of holding
‘up Fascist Italy’s cultural mission, no, I beg pardon,
~Qultural Mission, in Ethiopis,

The Conference electsd as its president M,
Paul Berg, n Norwegian ex-Minister of Justice ahd
Social Affairs—which drew from the Britikh
Sesmen’s delegate the caustic cormiment, that under
such auspices tha geamen were looking forward, at a
long last, to see social jnstice done by them. The
Meeting for all that did not start very auspitionsly,
the: British shipowners declaring that they must
practise non-co-operation ( mon-violent, one hoped),
seeing that they considered it wrong, unfair and
impossible to discuss any international regulation
of hours and conditions of service, without regulating
at the same time wages. Seeing the diversity of
ourrencies and of ptandards of life in the varioms
countries, international agreement on wages may
therefore be taken as those humorists’, the British
shipowners’, version of the * Greek Kalende ”

" Anyhow, they solemnly declared it once that for the

reasons given they would take ‘no further aotive part
in the discussions—maghanimously adding, “except
in regard to the economic aspects of any shorten-
fng of hours or inocressing of manning.” Which
was go very kind of them, was it not, and obviated
the necessity of a physical “walk-out”, (Congress
please note.)

Shipowners from other countries were far from
this intransigence: and as for the governmental
delegates, they seemed all agreed that an interns-
tional regulation of hours of work on board ship
was quite feasible and Yyeally amlled for. This
question resolves itself really into that of substitut-
ing the Three-Watch system for the Two-Watoh
system, Wwhere theé latter still prevails : for once men
on board have reasonable time for sleep (714 hours
at s stretchi instead of only 334) and leisure, the gene-
ral conditions of life in the foosle musk also be im-
proved and humanized. The bottom t6 all objections
was surely knooked out by the French governmental
delegate, who said that the Thres-Watch systom had
been the law in France for fifteen years already and
was working very satisfactorily, Besides, whete the
Threo-Watoh system prevails, of necessity there
must be s greater numbet of men employed—an
jtem not to be overlooked in these times of goneral
unemployment, ps the Fiench shipownérs emphasized.

. The British Goveriiment feally felt too “impartial™

to want to interfere in the existing collective agree-
ments between British seameit and shipowners regard-
ing manning and hours of work and pay:bubof
oourse, from the point of view of safety at sea, thdy.
would, ahem, perhaps, énd in fact quite probably,

_agree to internationsl regulations of finimum crews

to be carried.

So in thé end, after & fortnight's threshmg out
of all the details involved,; some gort of general
agreement did seem. to emerge after all-—whloh proves
that man realiy is a reasonable bemg and that, if
only you throw a sufficient dumbe? of people of all
kinds of nations and interests long erough tpem

‘each other’s résources and forcs them to discuss eadh

subject threadbare, a reasonable, working, compre-
miee will be generally agreed to. The amount of
amelioration obtained will, no doubt; fromi the
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seatfien’s point of view not be very generous : but it
will be something and that something will prove
an inestimably valuable basis for a further
irresistible advance some time later,

Advance in Geneva is slow~but it iz advance
in the right direction. What more can one expeot in
this imperfect world ?

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS,
(Genava,

Dec, 12,1935,

A eviews,

TRADE AND CURRENCY.

CURRENCY AND COMMERCE. By KRISHNA
KUMAR SHARMA. (Bangalore Printing &
* Publishing Co.) 1935. 22cm. 324p. Ra. 3.

AIMING at & simple snd clear presentation of the
elementary principles of banking, credit, eurrency
and trade for the Indian students as well as the Iay
public the post-war changes in the banking and trade
policies have been lucidly dealt with by the auathor.
While elucidating fundamental principles, their
application to Indian problems has not been neglected.
Post-war monetary standards, present-day central
banking policy and recent developments of inter-
national trade as a result of Weorld depression have
‘been clearly analysed. What the attitude of the
Government of India should be in such matters has
been explained, Clearly meant for the examination-
going students, the author has produced a reasonable
synopsis of the authoritative works. Business men
and industrialists would stand to gain much by
reading this work as the outstanding topieal pro-
blems such as the atabilisation of currenecies on a gold
basis, the enlarging of the importance and usefulness
of the Bank of International Settlements, the utility
‘of the recent Trade Pacts like the Ottawa Agreement
and the Indo-British Trade Pact and the measures
‘needed to lift the country from the trade depression

have been intelligently and impartially reviewed.
A gpystematio division of the book (i, e, ) XXVII
ohapter under three headings of banking, ourrency
"and international frade and the arrangement of the
subject matter in 8 logical system such ae & statement
of fundamentsl principles, post-war ehanges, present-
 day problems and the spplication of these principles
to Indian problems would have greatly heightened
the value of the book. Chapters I to XIV might
. have been placed in Part I entitled Currency. Cha-
pters XV to XVII and Chapter XXIV ought, to have
been arranged in Part II entitled International trade
and the remaining chapters form the subject matter

of Part II] on Banking.

Considerably greater space is devoted to cur-
rency. Prof. Sharma advocates the resumption of an
improved form of gold standard managed on inteili-
gent lines by international central banking co-opera-
tion. World opinion has already crystallized toa
great extent on the above lines. “ A wvariable gold
standard” appears to be & matter of ceriainty, The

most imporiant chaptera are those dealing with the

Bank of International Settlements and the Iado-
British Trade Pact of 1935. The limitations as weil
as the future possibilities arising out of the success-
ful working of the B, of L 8. are carefully envisaged,
His impariial opinion concerning the utility of the
Ottawa Agreement and the concurrent Indo-British
Trade Pactis to be welcomed. Hia advice that, like
<Australia and Canada, we should not mcoept the

agresmont ¢n fofo should be heeded by the members»
of the Legislative Asserubly. This does not mean

that separate efforta to conclude trade teaties with.
other countries should be given up, The Indian

textile trade sorely needs external markets not only

in the British Empire itself but in Persia and Turkey,

Though it might be opined that the Trade Pact with

Great Britain renders unnecessary the exercise of -
vigilant safeguards, yet it  is true that any

planning of Indian industriess ahead would be
handicapped gravely as a result of the existence of
this onercus Pact,

Facts ooncerning the organisation and working
of the Bombay Stoock Exchangs are to be welocomed
and every endeavour should be made to start such
things in the industrial eentres. Pursuant to the re-
commendations of the S8ir Pochkhanwala Committee-
& Stock Exchange might be organised at Cawnpore
and the model of the Bombay Stock Exchange should
not ba forgotten while an attempt is being made to-
start mnew ones. A comparison of the rules and
practices of the premier Stock Exchanges of the -
country, viz, the Caleutta and the Bombay Stock
Exchanges, would have afforded an interested
reading, '

A bibliography at the end of every chapter would
have increased the utility of the book, It is strange
indeed that the author who had the necessary space
and the time to inolude the Indo-British Trade Pact
has not penned a fow lines even on the recently
atarted Reserve Bank of this country.

Attention bas been drawn to these omissions so -
that they might be rectified in a succeeding edition,
The author has dome valuable service in organising a
useful body of knowledge on the somewhat intricate
subjects of banking, currency. and international
trade. There is a printer’s devil on p. 178 whioh ready
a8 follows:— “in times of panioc investments conr-
stitute a real banking reserve.” It ought to be * do not
constitufe a roal banking reserve,” On the whole the
printing is neat amd the get-up of the book is
eminently satisfactory. .

B. RAMACHANDRA RAU,

KRATOS AND ETHOS.

POLITICS AND MORALS: MERTTENS.
LECTURES, 1935. By G. P. GOoCcH. ( The

Hogarth Press.) [Day to day Pamphlets. 1935.]

18cm. 51p. 1/6.
THIS pamphlet is a reproduction in print of the 1935-
Merttens Lectures delivered by the author, who has
attempted to restate the present position of the age-
long oconflict between Kratos and Ethos, between
power and justice. Almost inevitably Machiavelli
is chosen as the representative of the schocl of ruth--
less worghip of power. A commendable fairness is
evinced in stating a few of the less known features
of the much maligned Italian Minister’s thought.
Thus the fact that Machiavelli was wrikting not for
a particular form of government but generally for
the manndr in which governments, monarchical or -
otherwise, have to be carried on iz clearly stated,
So also the insistence of Machiavelli on the supreme
object of statecraft being the good of the State as
a whole is recorded by Dr. Gooch, who is further

.eareful to state that even to Machiavelli the strongest
support of a government appeared to consist in * not

being hated by your people.’

With all these reservations, however, it appears-
to Dr. Goooh, as it has appeared to many other-
observers, most of them removed from the actual
burdens of publie responsibilities, that the frank:
declaration of disloysity to a mora]l standard in_
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<gtatecraft is revoliing both as a docirine and as a
ppoliocy. On purely a priori grounds most people
will share the instictive revulsion that the Machia~
-vellian axjoms,.and their echoes in the writings of
Niettzsche, Hegel and Treitzchke, evoke in & morally
awakensd human mind. But the most important
-question at this late stage of the development of

-thought is primarily to know why this disregard for
a moral standard in politics, particularly in inter-
national politics, persists till the present day and
why it is that people otherwise normal in their moral
outlook, and not unoften of exemplary personal

_ -oharacter, praotise a different code in their publie

-activities.
1t is nltogether unsatisfactory to state, as several

-thinkers including Dr. Gooch have done, that this

-reservation on the pari of political leaders is a mark

-of an undeveloped realisation of the essential unity
-of interests between different sections and between
different nations. Nor is it very convincing or help-
ful to be told that in the long run honesty is the best
-polioy for nations as well as individuals, All eon-

-gur in the ethical justification of these statements,
but for a respousible public official faced with an
immediate danger to the pressing and vital interests

-of the nation & merit gathered according to the moral
code will not suffice to counterbalance the loss

~of these interests, As Dr. Gooch admits, “The
gupreme obligation of a State to snrvive may involve

~decisions which an individual may feel bound on

-ethical grounds to reject.” '

What Dr. Gooch allows for survival may with-
~gut argument be permiited for progress. What is
-allowed to a nation, that is, for an organised govern-
-mental nnion, may with greater justification be
:allowed to a people as distinguished from a govern-
ment, Dr. Gooeh finds nothing to condemn in the
“Belgian resort to arms to resist German aggression
in 1914, nor in the resistance of the Chrietian
~gubjects of Turkey to their government, nor yet in
-any of the following cases : Italian opposition to the
Austrian masters, Germaen opposition to Austrian

~claims and the Federal resort to arms against the.

-gouthern Btates in Americas, Whore then does the
- ethical standard end and that of power begin # Who
is entitled to sey, but those on whom lies the
-gesponsibility of leamdership or the disinterested
historian and critic, who comes on the soene after the
wreckages sre removed and who is too often a prey
-to the mystifying influence of success,

Dr. Gooch hastouched the vital point in this more

-or less academic controversy between politicians and
morsliste—because the men of action, even Gladstone
whom Dr, Gooch quotes a8 a modern antithesis of
Machiavellian statecraft, and free from too fine =
-distinction between these—whon he says that: * If
moral principles extend their sway over international
relations it will be, not because consoience whispers
that they should, but beoause r»ival methoda of
transacting business, deciding disputes, and obtaining
Becurity bave been tried and failed,” The failure of
resort to 8 morally condemnable course has, however,
4o be brought home to the violator in internal as in
international relations. We cannot afford to rely on
the long term reactions of immorality for this
purpose. The police cannot afford to remsin un-
~organised and passive while the forces of disorder
-are gathering strength, The apparent eonflict bet-
‘ween morality and political creeds oan be ended
only in one way. Power, that is to say, the virility
“to plan, organise and execute, must not merely mean
= passive and non-chalant declaration of moral truth
or a persistence in obeerving some outward forms
when the prospect of their peaceful existence has
vanished. In virtue must be included power. Then
alone will it be proved for internal relations as for

international, for short term reactions as for long
term ones, that honesty is the best polioy. The con-
flict between kratos and ethos will vanish when
kratos is incorporated in ethos,

The stimulating essay of Dr. Gooch on this
most interesting subject should be read by all students
of plc:litics and ethios and, of course, by all public
workers.

D, G KARVE,

CHINA AND JAPAN,

THE PROBLEM OF THE FAR EAST. By SOBEI
MoGI and H, VERE REDMAN. (Gollancz.) 352p.
1935. 5/~

THAT the situation in the Far East is full of dangers,
aven greater than those in Europe, is a view that has
been expressed by more than one compatent observer
in recent months. A book such as the one under
review is therefore to be welcomed, for it contains a
splendid acccunt of the problems of the Far East
from the pen of two brilliant scholars. The book is
illustrated with charts and statistioal tables which
enhance the walue of the book as en authoritative
publication. Its only defect is that it haa not even a
single map of the Far East.

-In a book so full of material it is difficult, in the
space of & short review, to do adequate justice to all
that it contains, The book contains thres parts, the
first part dealing with Modern Japan, the second with
Modern China, and the last with international rela-
tions in the Far East, '

In a book dealing with the Far Eaat, it is but
right that two-thirds of the book should be devoted to
Japan, for the problem of the Far East is closely
connected with the economic needs’of Japan and the
imperialist policies of her Fascist-Military govern-
ments. Dealing with the political institutions of
Modern Japan, the authors say that the Japanese
constitution is based on the idea that sovereignty
rests ultimately in the person of the Emperor. The
Army, the Geuro or the body of elder statesmen, the
Privy Council, and the House of Peers represent the
old feudal tradition. The popular element is repre-
gented by the House of Representatives, In this
popular chamber there are two chief parties, Conser-
vative ( Seiyukai) and Liberal ( Minssito ), but they
are controlled partly by great industrial interests
and maioly by the Army leaders.

Looal government in Japan is, according to the
authors, " a mixture of devolved central government
and local sutonomy, officialdom, in general terms,
reprezenting the central government and the loecal
%egisl,a;ive assemblies representing looal autonemy **

p.- 89). )

Coming to eoconomic institutions the authors
aver that the cheapness of the yen and the abundance
of cheap labour have enabled Japaa to. flood the
world markeis with her manufactured goods. Though
with the establishment of the puppet kingdom of
Manchukuo Japan confrels economic resources and
s market for her manufactures, Japan's economic
outlook is sfill gloomy as the authors expect the
foreign countries to olose their markets to Japanese
gocds through tariff or other methods. The -authors
being Socialists, want Japan to become Socialists so
that she could make the most of her resources,
material and human, for her own psople and for the
rest of the world. But in the present atmosphere of
acute national sensibility, the traditionsl workshop
of the Japanese Emperor and the irrational philo-
gophie speculation about the ‘ Japanese spirit, it is
difficult for Socialism to make headway. To main-
tain the present atatus of capitalist supremaocy, Japan
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may have to attempt imperialist dominance over her
weak neighbours. The suthors prophesy that “ Japan
in the future must try to stretch her political line
over the northern part of China or risk an indecisive
naval battle with the U, 8, A. in the Northern
Pacifie,” The suthor's prophecy has come true, for
wonow hear of Japan backingthe so-called Autonomy
movement in Northern China. Probably another
Manchukuol

Modern China is given 80 pagea in the book.
‘The muthors print out how China has no political
unity. There is Chiang-K4ai-Sheik's National Govern-
ment at Nanking., Therse are the self-governing
“Communist provinces in central Chins, Then there
are the Tuchuns on War Lords, on the borders, Finally
there are the foreign concessions on the coast. The
authors point out how without a stable central
government the raw materiale of China cannot be
used for industries. They favour the establishment
of & Bocialist regime, for under such a regime unity
will scon be established, the exploitation of tha
poor will cease and there will be equitable distribu-
fion of wealth. China will then become a country
where the standard of life of workers will be high
- and consequently where there will be contentment
and unity. A united China will easily resist the
imperialist policies of Japan and the Western na-
tione, The authors aver that Socialism has mora
chances in China than in Japan, as Dr. Sun Yat 8en
was & Socialist and the Kuomintang party takes to
Socislism kindly,

The final section is devoted to international rela-
tions in the Far East, While .the authors are ready
enough to oriticise and .censure many of Japan’s
actions, they do not hesitate to expose the materia-
listic aims of fhe Western nations—aims which,
pa they clearly show, are all too often wrapped in

. & oloak of gseeming altruism and pious self-
righteousness,

. The book shows conclusively that it is-the inter-
national struggle for the Chinere market that is at
the bottom of the trouble—not so much the relatively
small market provided by China's impoverished
millions to-day but for the immensely greater mar-
‘ket anticipated in -yearas to come, when China has
been mgre fully developed and the purchasing power
of her 400 millions increased.

. We congratulate the authors on their splendid
effort and we have no besitation in saying that their
work is an excellent book on the Far East.

M, V. SUBRAHMANYAM,

FROM THE COMMUNIST ANGLE.

THE WAR FOR THE LAND IN IRELAND. By
BRIAN O'NEILL. ( International Publishers. )
1933, 20em. 201p. $1-50.

‘THE sauthor traces the history of the land struggle

from the days of the English Conquest of Ireland

when thesona of the soil were driven to inferior soils

-or ware made serfs of the new conquering landlords.

From those days there has ever been a struggle for

national liberation and this was eolosely linked with

‘the land problem of the country. The eighteenth

-gentury saw the natives of the soil in a most wretch.

«gd oondition.

‘mdove to form ranches, and the conssquent un-

-employmen$ avated their misery. Leaders came |
bt iy o y °. collectivising 200,000 peasant farms.

"forward to lead them against the oppressors, and the

~firgt of the -18th century was one William Driscol !
-to- fight against the Go_ercion Acts. Orgsnisations |

{ governments.

They were unable to bear the oppres-
- pion of the landlords, the priests, the foreigners and |
tried to shake them off. The famines and the new .

known as Qakboys and Steel Hearts came to ba-
established. Wolfe Tone led the movement againsg:
the tithes and the tithe war ended about the thirtees
of the 18th century. The great famine of 1848 cauns.
ed untold miseries and sent many to the othor world,

This led to an enquiry by 8 Royal Commission to

which were rolated harrowing tales of the condition
of peasantfarmers. The emigration in vast numbers.
to America next followed, and substantial remit=
tances homa from that country helping the misers-
able peasants of Ireland. Then started the Pheenix
National Literary Society which began to educate
the masses, and after its suppression the Irish Re=
publican Brotherhood was established. The famine
of 1877 led to a vigorous oampaign by Michael

Davitt and Parnell. The plan of holding harvests.
wasg hit on. Col. Boycott, an estate mauager, brought
in. black-legs to harvest his estete, and thue
originated the word Boycott. Tue Land Aot of 1881

separsted the middle-class leaders ; and they, dread=~

ing revolution, took to constitutional measns and
were headed by Parnell, Parnell formed the Irish

National League as opposed to the Land League,

The Land Acts 1881 to 1903 tried to sstisfy the land

hunger of the peasants by buying for them land

from the owners aft high prioces for which the new

proprietors had to pay heavy annuities. Thua ine-
stead of landlordism there came to be established

bond-lordism. The treaty which established the-
Irish Free State simply made it the agent to oollect

the annuities and further tha work on the lines of the

Land Aots. The oppressed peasants were trying as

ever to revolt and created a new organisation oalled-
the Farmers’' Congress, Peader O'Deonnell, the writer

of the introduction to this book, led this new

organisation. The Fiaona Fail Government of de-
Valera, though it refused to pay the annuities to the

English Government, tried to collect the annuities
from the peasants aa vigorously as tha previous

Meanwhile the economic erisis has-
swapt over Ireland as over the rest of the world, and

the condition of the peasantry grew worse than that

of the wage-earners, Even in the flourishing U. 8. A..
the smsll farmers were reduced to utter ruin with

their properties mortgaged to the extent of 80 per
cont, of their- values, and with a taxation twice o
thrice of tha pre-war days, The one single exception

was that of U. 8, 8, R., which of course had a new-
social order.

After guch a historical eurvey, the author-
describes the present condition of the agriculturists of
Ireland—a condition far from astisfactory. The-
peasants were no better than the landless workers, .
The problem from the beginning has besn one of
capitalism. and it has shown itsslf to be & total’
faiflure. The bourgeois leaders who led the peasant
movements kept back at the psychological hour
and joined hands with the foreign capitaliats, Thus
the national struggle has not suceseded and the
condition of peasants has not improved. Hia solution
of the problem is & thorough overthrow of the exist
ing social order and total adoption of Communism,

This isto be effected by the combination of the-

peasants and the workers of Ireland. The U. 8. 8, R., .
while adopting mechanical contrivances, does not
throw away millions as unemployed, and by its
collectivisation of land has improved the lot of the
peasant as weoll as the worker, They work in
co-operation and divide the produoe and feel quite
happy. In the appendix the author gives us extracts
from the speech of Stalin, the Soviet Dictator, who
explains what success they have got in the agricul..
tural sphere, by creating 5,000 state farms and

Communism might be & red rag to some, but:
“ the jdeliberate destruction of productive forces in..
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<ndustry and agriculture, inflation, 8 wi.ld tariff war,
greater demands of loots from ecolonies and syb-
jugated nations,an attack on t.he wages, v_vorkmg
.oonditions and social services gained by the vyorkers
_ufter generations of strugrgle, active pregara.tlon for
war among themselves” is not a condition to be
satisfied with, or allowed to continue, “ The funda-
ments]l contradiction between social production and
individual appropriation should be abolishéd. This

js the Gordian knot which the modern society has

toout”

~ The author has referencea from numerous
suthors like Marx, Bukhsrin, Lenin, James Copnoly,
Michael Davitt, Peader O'Dounnell and official
-abstracta. He appends rome useful statistical tables.
‘This is a brilliant study of the problem, with clear
ansalysis, and logical conolusions, In his Introduction
Peader O'Donnell says that he * envies’ the anthor
of the book and it is a signifieant compliment,

N. 8. S

LI

- WAR AND PEACE.

~“rHE CHRISTIAN'S ALTERNATIVE TO WAR.
By - LEYTON RICHARDS., ( Association Press,
Calcutta. )} 1935. 18em. 125p. Re. 1.

"“THERE are few {racts written with the burning con.
viction of a Christian regarding all that war implies
t0 modern society and the author has been psins-

-taking in escertaining the methods of warfare, the

injury it bas brought about in violating Christian

congcience, and the nature and purpose of a world
Christian society. It is a call to apply the maxims
of the Son of Man in order to outlaw warasa
method of settling international disputes. With
the resources and ingenuities of modern science—
mechanical, chemical, and bacteriological—a clash
of arms would mean the destruction of both groups
.of belligerents. The Inter-Parliamentary Union of
1929 produced an authoritative report on the charac-
ter of a New War, and on the basis of ita findings
peaca at any price is commoneenss, But as war
touches politics, economics, and rocial ethics, and as
its impulses are primarily psychological, Mr.
Richarde proposes to touch it at its mental impulses
by turning its attention fo the grestness of the Gospel
of the Christ of Nazarene and the bigger and worthier
task that is before mankind. To that end he analyses
the methods of Christ in dealing with an alien
government, an oppressive ecclesiastical authority
and the hypocrisy of the pharisses. The way of

-Christ was not one of mutual aggression with its |
own weapons but one of redeeming love for His |.

enemies, The triumph of spiriiual walues had
gripped the mind and heart and imagination of the
world. The author’s brief analysis of the methods of
warfare is a revelation of international degradation.
His proposals are rather naive, however sound they
may be in dealing with undeveloped areas—facilitics
for economio development of tha N, W. Frontier
-orf the interior of China—and however admirable the
boundary line may bo between U, S, A, and Canada.
Nations fight for markets and to swallow backward
areas and in their mutual jealousy destroy themselves
with their scientific achievement. He places on the
-Christian Church the moral responsibility for witness-
ing to the way of the Cross when it is not accepted
88 an authority either on international affairs or in
industrial affairs, Nations never learn anything
from past. wars and where individuals are not cone
vinced of the sublimity of spiritual values, the
‘Church is important. The eesential soundness of the
suthor's prineiple lies in his call to men to sacrifice in

doyalty to 8 noble principle and that he applies to °

a1l nations and men of good will. He dioloﬁes how

little the constructive achievements of civilisation -

are brought before international visitors while the re-
views of troops and the navy form matters of national
pomp - and oceremony.
rkin deep and we may not have gone above savagery.
The causes of war are far deeper and spiritual values
are only apart of it. The author has probably not
vet been introduced to Hitler or Mussolini for gajn-

Civilisation s probably -

FY

ing a knowledge of its many-sided sspects, Pagans of -

Japan will sacrifice life before any European nation

that would interfere with her in China! That is
how Japanr would understand Christianity,
’ Jn D- S. PAUL-
SHORT NOTICE.
THE \_IOCATION TO MARRIAGE. By BEDE
~ JARRETT. (Sheed and Ward.) 1935. 20em.
205p. 3/6.. .

THIS ie a reprint in book form of a series of dis-

LA

courses on home, marriage, children and kindred -

subjects, delivered in New York in Lent 1930 to
Catholio andiences, as directed by the Pope at the
time. They put forward the view of the Catholis
Cburch as the only possible right view and condemn
every other., Here is a sampla: * Divorce has
always been followed by birth-control, You will
also find in all human history that birth-coutrol in
turn is followed by open immorality. Those are
the three notes whioh have echoed together in har-
mony. Their arrangement is inevitable.” For the
growth of all immorality seen in the Western worid—
of course outside the Catholic fold—it is Protestan-
tism, that faith of the rehel who bas no lot or park
with Christ, which must breed paganiem and avens
tually a areed that denies all creeds, which is entire~
ly responsible ! The fitle of the book is derived from
one of the distinctive discourses, in which the writer
has preached that the married life is as much & voea-
tion as the life of the cloister, that ona should enter
it only feeling the call to it and that marriage
should dominate the life of the married as the life of
the cloister dominates the life of & nun.

The pnarrowness and bigotry of some of the views
contained in the book will no doubt amuse tha non--
Catholic.. He recognises, however, a degree. of elo-
quence in the discourses whioh may justify their
publication even in his view.

V.V.8.
m——

Wiscellmen,

THE LIBERAL POLICY.

Following is the text of the resolution passed by the
Indian Nuational Liberal Federation at ifs meeling in
Nagpur on 80th December, 1935

(a) The National Liberal Federation of India
resaffirme its resolution of last year and expresses its
strong dissatisfaction that, in utter disragard of al-
most unanimous Indian opinion, the British Parlia-

' ment not only did not aceept 8 single suggestion for

improvement from India’s point of view, but imposed
the Governmens of India Act, 1935, on the counfry
with further objectionable provisions added.

() Yet the National Liberal Federation oon-
giders that in the circumstances of India anything
like a boyeott of the new constitution is futile and
imposgible, and is therefore of opinion that national-
ists of all parties aHd groups in the country sh-o'l_:lld; in
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the supreme interest of India, mct together in the
goneral elections which are to be held under the new
Act 8o a8 to secure their return to the Legislatures in
the Iargest number, and to utilise the constitution so
ad to extract from it whatever good it can yisld and,
what is more important, so as to accelerate the rsform
of the constitution on lines demanded by and accept-
able to Indian opinion.

(¢) The Liberal Federation reiterates that no
constitution can satisfy Indian opinion which does
not approximate ss nearly as may be to the constitu-
tions of the Dominions and oonceds to the people of
India the full rights of national self-government with

, the irreduoible minimum of reservations for a short
period fixed by statute and whioh further does
not make for national soliderity,

A TRIBUTE TO MR. DEVADHAR.

Numerous messages condoling and sympathising
wnth the Servants of India Society in its grief are being
received ab 8 head-quarters tn Poona. The following
€3 a selection from them :—

MR, T. R. VENKATARAMA SASTRI, in his presi-
dential speech to the Liberal Federation, said: “1 had
the privilege of knowing Mr. G. K. Devadhar some-
what more closely during the last ten years of his
life. Of set purpose, he subordinated politics to social
gervice just as his great master subordinated social
reform to politice, But in his ochosen field of
work he was master. Few social workers have I
known who so successfully secured the aid of every
one from the Governor to the humblest citizen for
his work. When he want out on duty, he was con-
goious of nothing but his work;he allowed no
feeling of hunger or thiret, not even considerations
of time, nor any other peraonal consideration ¢o
interfere with his work., All over the country, people
have recounted his services and paid tributes to his
memory. If being remembered by a vast number of
his countrymen with affection and gratitude is
immortality, he has atiained it in an eminent
degres,”
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