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ALGCCG

Tee A.LC.C. could not, of course, on its own
authority have lifted the ban on acceptance of office
by Congressmen, but it could have made its own re-
commendation to the Congress, which js to meet in
March next year. The Committee, however, chose
only to lift the ban on the disoussion of the subject
and expressed no opinion itself on the merita of office
acceptance. In view of the keen oontroversy that
still exista among different sections of Congressmen
on the question, the non-committal attitude of the
Committee is understandable, Nor is the final de-
‘oision such an urgent matter that the AIC.C,
should lead up to it by tentative steps, One thing,
howsever, must be noted. The supporters of office
acoeptance do not peem to have weakened im their
resolve to offer all possible opposition to those who
intend to go into the legislatures with a view to faci-
litate a smooth working of the constitution. They
support the acoeptance policy only because, in their
opinjon, they will be enabled thereby to put more
strength into their opposition,

* »

Bombay's Black Biil.

THE Bombay Special Powsrs Bill has now
become tha law of the land. In the prooess of its
vonsideration by the Legislative Council it under-
weont some modifications, But when it is remembered

*

that nothing that is not acceptable to Government‘

ordinarily stands any ohanoce of being carried by the
Counecil, the utterly unsubstantial nature of these
amendments will at once become apparent,

» » »

AT the second reading stage Government expres-
sed their willingness to specify in the preambile the
objects. of the 1legislation, This was officially
represented ae a great concession to publie opinion.
What the Government thon pledged itself to do waa
to specifioally mention eommunism, terrorism and
oivil disobedience ag the movements against which
the legislation was directed. Whether this would
have had any binding force on the courts
ig of course another matter., If Lhe pledge had been
faithfully observed, it would oertainly have been
possible to ohallenge the validity of thae use of this
legislation in desling with movements other than
those mentioned in the preamble, Buteven this
possibility has been effectively barred by the inser-
tion of the word " especially  before the relevant
words, This nullifies any value that the eoncession
mighé have had in public eyes and grants as it were
a license to Government to invoke its provisions for
dealing with any movement they may in their
wisdom ohoose to regard as dangerous, It is diffi-
cult to sea how the position has been improved by
the insertion of those words or how it would have
worsened otherwise,

> *

AMONG the other amendments made in the Bili,
far the most important was the one which sought to
reduce the maximum amount of fine for disobedience
of orders under this legislation from Ra. 5,000 to Rs.
1,000. Another makes it imperative on a court to
record ite reasons in writing before paseing orders in
a case in whioh the accused is charged with incite-
ment to .non-payment of Government dues. With
the object, as the Home Member put it, of protecting
legitimate agitation, an amendment was moved by
Government and accepted by the Council. This
excludes from the purview of the Act any movement
* intended to assist by lawful means the redress of
any grievance” even if it results in the postponement
of payment or even non-pasyment of Government
dues, But the courts having no power to judge of
this the amendment will give little practical redress
agsainet exeoutive arbitrariness.

* L

»*

IN the passage cof legislation so ocutrageously
restriotive of personal liberty, no one worth his salt
would ebviously like to have any part or lot. The
Oppoeition in the Bombay Legislative Council
followed that course by resorting to a walk.out. The
passage of the Bill by an unrepresentative and sub-
pervient logislature in no way alters the £act that the
legislation is being foisted on the presidency in the
teoth of strong publio opposition, This point was

. particularly emphasised in the statement whichk Rao
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Bahadur Kale, Leader of the Opposition, read out be-
fore the walk-out. The Government won 17 voles
more than the Opposition *at the first reading. Among
those who want into the Government lobby, as many
as 16 were officials and 7 non-official Europeans who
in such matters unquestionably accept the lead of
the Government. If these 23 votes at &he command
of Government are eliminated from those ocast for
the first reading, it reslly means a victory for the
Opposition by 6 votes,
L 3 * L ]

THE racial or communal division in the vote on
the first reading is salso equally noteworthy. OQut of
the 6 non-European nominated members, as many 3
voted with the Opposition, 2 out of bhe 5 Parsi members
voted against the Bill. 10 Muhammadans, of whom 6
were from Sind, went with Government as against §
on the popular side. So far as the non-Brahmans are
concerned, 9 voted with Government, while 7 against
them, Among the Hindus, ouly 1 sided with Govern-
ment and 19 with the Opposition. Among 30
non-official Indians who cast in their lot with the
Government, about half a dozen are under obligation
to them, having received some kind of patronage or
other, while 2 more have their estates managed
by one of the Assistant Whips to Government. In
face of these facts, ean it be doubted that though the
Opposition was unable to prevent the Bill from
reaching the etatute book it has won a great moral
vietory ?

* #* *
Municipalities in C. P,

THE C. P. Government’s resolution on the work-
ing of municipalities during 1933-34 once more
animadverts upon the slackness on the part of these
bodies in the collection of their dues, In soma cases
the ¢ollection fell as low as 23 per cent., All the
biame for this phenomenon is sometimes placed nt
the door of economic dopression. While it is un-
Jdeniable that economic depression considerably
handicaps collection, it is difficult to believe that it
ig the zole or only cause of unsatisfactory collections.
1f it had baen so, collection should be uniformly un-
satisfactory in sll municipalities, But it is obvious-

A CHALLENGE

HE deolaration of Dr, Ambedkar that, born a
Hindu, he will die & non-Hindu and the resolu-
tion passed by the Bombay Harijan Conference

at Yeocla calling upon all Harijans to leave the
Hindu fold and embrace any religion which promises
themn equal eocial status with other communities is a
chellenge to those who profess Hindu religion which
they will do well to take to their hearf. The need
for ridding Hinduismm of the curse of untouchability
is fully realised by all enlightened Hindus, and . one
would have thoaght that fair progress was heing
nmade in recent years in eliminating from the obser-
vancs of untouchability its worst features. But Dr,
Ambedkar's utterance at the Yeola Conference should
give a shock to the feeling of self-complacency if it
prevails in any quarters and should persuads all of
us to put our hands to the wheel with greater ener-
gy and firmer resolution to stamp out from our midst
the praotice of untouchability, whioh is easily ths
worst exorescence upon Hinduism, After all, the
test of whether the pace of any particular reform is

1y not so and in n few cases it is reported to have
gone up as high as 96 per cent.

* * *
PART of the blame for this state of affairs

must be borne by municipalities who, it is
atated, are behindhand in preparing their
agsessment 1listsa and unwilling to use all the

powers available to them under the law for realising
their dues. The demoralising spectacle of members
and office-bearers, who ought really to set a better
examplq to the rate-payers, themselves being in
arrears is yet by no means a rare phenomenon, The
recent amendment in the municipal law empowering
Deputy Commissioners to bring the membership of
such defaulting members to termination should go
some way in bringing the evil under control. Under
a law passed last year municipalities are invested
with power to make bye-laws regulating the empioy-
ment of children under 10 and of women at night in
sarais, markets, slaughter houses, places of publio
amusement, ete, It is yet too soon to say how the
muniecipalities have discharged this new res-
ponsibility.
L ] L g *

EDUCATIONAL expenditure of these bodies
showed only a small increass of, Rs. 21,000 over
Rs. 15,00,000 of last year. It i3 =& pity the 20
per cent. cut in Government grant had to be main-
tained throughouk the year. The cut has been either
wholly or partially restored in some provinces and
there is nothing extravagant about the public expec-
tation that what has become possible elsewhere
should not be impossible in C, P. The number of
primary gchools went up by 22 to 489 and that of
pupils by about 3,000 to 72,635. Compulsory educa-
tion romained stationary for financial reasons, only 22
out of a total of 74 municipalities enforcing it. The
resolifion mentions the fact about the public preju-
dice against depressed classes dying out and conse-
quently depressed classes pupils finding little diffi-
culty in securing unrestricted admission t> ordinary
schools, This, as remarked ‘in the resolution,
is doubtlesa very encouraging,

TO HINDUISM.

gatisfactory or not lies mnot in what the reformers
‘themselves think of it, but in what those in whosa
behalf the reform is promoted think of it. Judged
by this standard, the anti-untouchability movement
must be considered by all engaged in it to be advane-
ing at a disappointingly slow rate. Dr. Ambedkar
is a seasoned public worker, whose'verdiot on this
question will be regarded by all as final and deoisive.
Let no one be tempfed to belittle its significance by
saying that few Harijans will follow Dr., Ambedkar
into another religion and that the mass of the com-
munity will be content to remain in the Hinda fold,
however oruelly they may be ill-treated. Both
these propositions ares true in the main, but it would
be poor oomsolation to those who exercise Hindu
religion if Harijans remained true to Hinduism be-
oause of sheer inertia and ignorance. If is just the
rebellious spirits that we must try to keep contented,
and it is only when they will cease to rebal and feel
satisfied that the work of the reformers can be pro-
nounced {o have sucoesded,
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We should, however, be very sorry indeed if in
fact Dr. Ambedkar went out of the Hindu fold and
carried any large number of Harijans with him. The
numerioal defection would indeed be emall, but they
form the leaven of the Harijan community, and if they
left the community their power of remoulding the
lives of millions of their brethren who would still
remain Hindus would disappear, and with thisthe
power of the reformers of other communities would
te censibly diminished. No sccial change of a
fundamental character can go far unless those who
guffer from an abuee go on conetantly prodding those
from whom the abuse proceeds. Even the few re-
formers who wish to correct the abuse from an altru-
istic point of view will have no influence unless the
sggrieved party make it by their own terrific agita-
tion an urgent problem orying out for early sclution.
Those non-Harijan reformers who are working zeal-
ously with the object of Lringing Harijana into their
own lock upon Dr. Ambedkar and his followera
as their most valued co-workers. They may have
differed st times in aims and more particularly in
methods in regard to this movement ; but the univer-
sal feeling emong all reformers will be that the

" movement will be rendered considerably weaker if,

on sccount of Dr. Ambedkar’s change of faith, it is
deprived of his leadership, practically the only
leadership that is now available among the Harijane.
Knowing 88 we do how single-minded Dr. Ambedkar
isin devising means for raising the status of Hari-
jare in the gccial order, we would appeal to him to
deaist from the course which he is contemplating, for
on further reflection he would ficd that by his leaving
Hinduism the movement for the uplift of Harijana

. atlarge would be arrested in its onward marchrather
than acoelerated,

Waoe have not the leact desire to institute a
comparison between Hinduism mand any other
retigion, say, Chrietienity of which perhaps
Dr. Ambedkar s thinkirg as an agency for
go illuminatirg buman thought and action »s
to meke a gocd life possible for all mankind, But
we mey be permitted to esy this, that both the
Hindu Church and the Christian Church have their
own blemishes. Eanch is foremost in deriding the
other for the drawbacks from whioh it suffers, but
the Christian Churoh has not such a decided superior-
ity io tackling its own problems over the Hindu
Church, We do not wish for 8 moment to ssy one
word in pellistion of the Hindus allowing the blot
of untouchability to remain on their religion, but if

. Hindujsm bas this blet Christianity has others no

lees grievoue, On this point Mr, Graham Wallas has
reached the conelusion that Christianily has no olear
guidance to offer in regard to the " long-range ethical
problems which Involve different social or racial
groups with different ethical customs.or in new pro-
blema which bave not yet become questions of cus-
tom.” Birkop Gore hes eaid : while * Christianity as
it han apreared in Hurorean scciety might be com-
monly regarded as a dogmatio system, true or false,
or a8 a aystem of ecclesiest{cal government to be sub-

| milted to for the sake of ultimate ealvation, oras a

pational aystem to be conformed to for the general
good, it certainly has not appeared as the organised
life of a brotherhood so startling from the point of
view of ordinary human seifishness that, even if it
excited keen hostility it must at any rate arrest
aitention as a bright light in a dark place;
it certainly has not appeared as something which
could purify sooiety like ealt, by its distine.
tive and empbatic savour, nor as something clearly
in view and distinet in outline like ‘a city set on a
hill"” What can one sey of a religion whose mem-
bers belonging to differant races find it impossible to
worship together and have fo set up a Black Church
and a White Church,the whites disdaining toenter the
Black Church and refusing the blacks to enter the
White Church? Is this stats of things more credi-
table to Christianity than the refusal by higher-caste
Hindus to admit Harijana into the temples of God ?

What again ia the treatment meted out by the
whites to the blacks in the Southern States in U.S.,
though the blacks are the co-religionists of the
whites ? Mr. Frasier, Professor in Howard Univer-
sity, says in the Journal of Negro Educaiion for July
last: “ In fixing the status of the Negro the South
attempted to erect what amounted to a caste system.
Therefore, first of all, they legislated specially
against intermarriage where any doubt concerning it
had arisen during the froublous Reconstruction
pericd. Then followed the Jim Crow laws requiring
geparation on railroads and street oars... The oaste'
system wus reflected in all the relations between
whites end blacks. Negroes were simply excluded
from ruch places as hotels, theatres, and restaurants
where their very presence symbolised equality of
citizenship with the whites. In the couris whenever
the Negro did not appear as a criminal or an offender
against a white man bhe appeared ms a suppliant
asking for favours from the ruling caste, but never
ag a citizen with equal rights with the whites. In
order to maintain itself as a superior caste the white.
South saw that the Negro was shorn of politioal and
economic power., How the white South through!
every form of fraud and viclence deprived the Negro
of political power is a well-known story, Literacy
and educetional tests, poll taxes, and ‘ Grandfather
clauses’ were simply the legal trappings of the ill-
ooncealed force that was always at hand.™ In
the sphere of economic relations a distinction was get
up between white men’s jobs and Negro jobs.

* The eeparation of the races in the South ta-
day, both legal and customary, can be understood
only if one realises that it is a means of forcing the
Negro to accept an inferior status. A Negro may be
found in any place or in any degree of physical
closeness with the whites if he is known to have any;
inferior status, In most osses he must wear the
badge of his inferior status euch asthe chauffeur’s
uniform or the maid's eap and apron. If he does not
wear puch a badge he is presumed to cccupy an
inferior status. A Negro rurse may eit in the hotel
dining room bepide her charge or & chauffeur may
git in the ocar beside bhis mistresa, but a Negro
passenger may not ride in a railway coach with g
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white passenger. A Negro servant may ride in an
elevator with white passengers, but & Negre doctor
or lawyer would be foreibly ejected and even
murdered if he resisted. ”* * It is jmpossible fora
Negro to get justice in the oourts of the Secuth. In
the police eourts every form of brutality is praoctised.
A Negro man or woman of any degree of education
and culture, even when arrested for a fraffic violation,
may be clubbed iInto unconsciousness by the
degenerate poor whites, who form the police force of
the South.” Lynchings have deoressed in recent
years, but “ violence is still widely practised upon
Negroes who get out of their ' place.” A Negro may
be chased out of town because he refuses to advoecate
lower wage for Negro workers than that received by

whites. A Negro doctor may have his house burned
becauss it is ‘too good for a nigger to live in.” In
such cases it is impossible to get legal redress,
Within recent years it was considered a significant
improvement in the status of the Negro before the
law when a white man was given a light sentence
for wantonly murdering an innocent Negro boy. "

Let us repeat that we have not the slightest
desire to palliate our ains, but it would be a doubtful
advantage for Harijans to leave Hinduism and
embrace Christianity, for, however impecoable the
doctrinal ecreed of these religions may be, those who
exorcise fthem have not attained a brilliant success
in applying their doctrines tothe practical problems
of the day,

MAHATMA PRAYS FOR STATES PEOPLE.

HE Mabatms is seeking a peaceful solution of
the Ethiopian dispute by prayer, which (he told
the Associated Press) is the only means he has.

Similarly he tells ithe States’ people through tihe
AT.C.C. that he secka their emancipation by prayer,
which is the only means he or the Congress has.

There is no doubt that the refusal by the A.I1.C.C,
fo give any more than moral support to the States’
people in their struggle for the achievement of poli-
tioal freedom is dictated by the Mahatma, and that it
does not reflect the opinion that really prevails in the
AICC. Weknow of a number of prominent mem-
bers of that body or even of the Working Committee
of the Congress who frankly see the need for intro-
ducing amendments in the Working Committee’s
statement issued from Wardha such as Mr. Meherally
moved at Madras, but they confess fo their power-
lessness before the Fuehrer.,

So far as the request of the States’ people for
active support of the Congress in their internal fight
is concerned, it is easy to misinterpret it, as indeed
Sardar Vallabhbhai did in opposing Mr. Mehersally's
amendments, a8 & demand, whenever trouble arises
in any of the numerous States, thab the Congress
should intervene with all its forees, irrespective of
whether such intervention was within its capacity
or not. Those who are agilating in this matfer
appest to the Sardar to be actuated by a single desire
to see the Congress embroiled with all the Princes
and to be humiliated in every undertaking.

There eould not be & more cruel travesty of the
ropresentations of the States’ people. These repre-
sontations, it must be understood, prooeed from Con-
gressmen in the States, who have gone out of their
way to help British Indian satyagraha by their per-
gonal sufferings, and for the Sardar to ascribe to
themn “the ulterior object of weakening the Congreas™

, is the height of ingratitude.

The States' people’s demand is sn exceedingly
modest one. They merely ask for an assurance that
the Congress should recognise it as ile moral duty
to give practical help to them in their struggle for
internal reform whenever it can do so, They are

- quite willing to leave it to the Congresa exeoutive to
{ decide in what struggles it should give help and fo

whatf extent. All that the Congress cannot do, after
acceding to this demand, is to say to the States’
people : * It’s none of our affair to participate in your
movement, You are foreigners to us. We can give
you moral sympathy, but that is theé limit to which
our concern for your welfare as outsiders can go.
Active collaboration is, constitutionally, an impossi-
bility."”

It is very inbriguing that those who flaunt their
disregard for law in British India should suddenl
come to conceive such a mighty regard for constitu-
tional punctilios in the Indian States. The Congress
President, in explaining why the Congress, instead
of passing resolutions of protest or setting up formal
committees to inguire into incidents such as those
that happened recently in Sikkar and Loharu States,
approached the authorities in an indirect way, said:
“If we had gone about the business of making for-
msl protests, appointing enquiry commiftees and
going into the matter as if it was something we were
entitled to look into, condemn or take action againat,
possibly the little we were able to achieve would
pot have been achisved.”

Here wo havae the erux of the whole question.
The Congress higher-ups do not think (the rank and
file do) that they are enfitled to concern themselves in
the affairs of the States’ people—except by diplomatio
negotiation, in the way in which one government
would desl with another. We would respect thisj
strict constitutionalism of the Congress hierarchy if,}
when it started satyagraha in British India, it had!
not asked the States’ people to jump in. In the eye
of constitutional law, as the Congress undersiands
it, the States’ people ara not only entitled but moral~
1y bound to take active part in the Congress activities
in British India provided they are militant enmough,
but British Indian Congressmen are not entitled and
certainly not compelled to take part in the aotivities
of the State¢’ people, however inoffensive thesa
activities may be.

In 1928, on the motion of Pandit Jawaharla]
Nehru, the clause in the Congress consabitution as it
then stood to the effact that *“ the Congress is not to
interfore with the internal affairs of the Indian

‘States' was deliberately deleted. What zoom for
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doubt is then left for our Congress constitutionalists?
‘Why should they think that the Congress is not en-
titled to interfere with the Siates’ affairs? Sardar
Vallabhbhai has an answer to this. He says in effect:
“ Never mind what the letter of the Congress con-
stitution is, under Jawsaharlal’s amendment. The
more important thing is the spirit of the constitution.
The letter no doubt permits of interforence ; but have
not we, who are in control of the Congress machinery,
consigtently interpreted the eonstitution .as if it
forbade interference ? Have we ever by any chance
allowed even the slightest interference in any con-
crete instance ? Whell, then, that is the law. We
must not interfere.”

The Sardar is overwhelmed by difficulties
surrounding the States’ people's question. Even when
the Congress was at the height of its power, he said,
it dared not &ake up this question. Is it to take it up
when its etrength is at & very low ebb ? But the
Harder misunderstands the whole position of the
States’ people. If they had sought Congreas help in
any partioular issue concerning the States, the plea

(0f impotence would be valid. But the present ques-
tion is only onae of defining the aim of the Congress
actively to take up the oause of the States’ people,
ascotual assistance being given when it is possible
and to the extent it is posaible. DBeoause the
Congress has become & very feeble body has it
abandoned its goal of independence in favour of
something which may be more befifting its pre-
sent condition ? No ons isunder s delusion that
iudependonce is going to be achieved to-day or
to-morrow or even the day after. But the Congress
does not find it necesesry for that reason to turn its
back on it. Similarly, there is no harm in the Con-
gress making it clear even when it is a0 weak as it
is at pfesent that Congressmen wiil regard the whole
of India, without distinction of jurisdictions, as s
proper field of action for them ; that the freedom
movement for the sntire country is a single problem ;
that the Congress esteems it its bounden duty to
partioipate in and even initiate a struggle for popular
liberty in the Indian States—to the utmost extent of
its capacity. When and how far it can go in this
direction it I8 for the Congress itself to determine, but
subjeot to this qualifioation, a declaration asked for
by the States' paople can be made by the Congress in
whatever state of fesbleness.

- It in also spid that Congress intervention in the
States would be really injurious to the States’ people’s
own interests. We would say with the Bombay
Chronicle that this question might safely be left to
the people themselves. Those subjects of States who
are membera of the Congress, the Sardar says, are
now at least permitted to do constructive work for
the Congress, If the Congress, however, meddied
in the politics of the States even such innooent
work would become imposcible? Then why take
the States' people into the Congress fold at ali ?
The Congress makes them sign the oreed of inde-
pendenoe, which is antagonistio to the treaty relation
of the Princes with the British Qovernment, The
Prinoea would ocertainly sllow more latitude and

freedom to those public workers among their subjects
who have not signed the ereed of independence. If
the Congress wishes to oongult the interests of the
States’ people, it had better cease to enrol members
of the Congyress in the States if it is not to give themy
any help in politics.

But a much simpler demand of the States’ people
than a deolaration in favour of active help from the
Congress is in respect of the future comstitution, and
Mr. Meherally included this also in his amendments.
It was as follows @ ,

“ With regard to tha future constitution of India, the

Congress’ wishes to assure the people of the States that|
(a) in the eonstituent assembly when it comes to be-
formed, the States’ people will be given representation om
tha same basis as the people of British India, and that (3}
in case or until (so long as ? ) the Constituent Assembly is
nos formed, it will pot accept a Faderal Constitution whiok
doas not embody in itself elementary rights of citizenship-
for the States’ people, which does not provide for
protection of those rights by the Federa! Court in case of.
encroachments thereon and which does not give popular
representation to the States® people in the Federal
Legislatures, or which ia otherwise net acceptable to the
Btates’ people.

If the Congress has nmot given up the constituent

assembly plan there appears to be no conceivable

resson why it should not agree to this demand.

Only Sardar Vallabhbhai referred to this amend-
ment in & brief passage in his speech., Heo said: “To
commit the Congress fo a prospective constitution or
a constituent assembly or somathing in which pro-
portionate representation is to be provided for is
neither wise nor in the interests of the people whom
you want to gerve . . . If you were to say, ‘Bind your-1
self down to such and such a detail of the fubure’, it
would not be wise.” Then why has the Congress
bound itself down to the constituent assembly plan
in British India? It has sven bound iteelf down to
adult suffirage or something approaching it. Why
cag it not then bind itself fo & similar arrangement
for the States’ people ? They do not want any more-
provision . for themselves than is made for Briktish
Indiane. How ia it wise in the case of the latter, but
unwise in that of the former ?

The truth of the matter ig that the Mahatma and
other Congress leaders think of the politieal move-
ment in this country in terms of nationalism and of
uationalism alone, The British Government must
be eliminated. When this happens they will have
achjeved their objective. They have little coneern with
what kind of indigenous government is established
in the country—populsr, oligarchio, plutocratic or
autocratio. Mr. Bhulabhai Desai's utterance about
the Indian States’ people not being burdened with
foreign domination is fresh in everybody's memory.
S8ardar Vallabhbhai echoed this sentiment at the
ATLCC, meeting. “They wera dealing,” he said,
* with their own ohiefs and Pringes—all Indians'™
The meaning of it is olear. The autccracy of the
Princes does not matter, since the Princes wear
an Indian skin, At any rate the Congress, whose
sola object is to fight the foreigner, will mot boiher
too much about the evils in the rule of Indians them-
selves, Indian sutocracy does not militate against
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-pwaraj, a8 conceived by the Congress, Is it sny
wonder that the Mahatma sets his face againsta
clearer definition of the objeotive of the Congress ?

Before the Congress came under the domination
of the Mahatma, its policy was often dictated by
considerations of expediency; but everyone knew
exactly where the national organisation stood, The
former leaders of the Congress openly advocated a
policy of restricting their activities to British India
and thought it unwise to introduce the complication
of the Indian States. That was, of course, in pre-
federation days. Suoch an isolationist policy will no
longer answer under the federal regime, Now, how-
ever, the Congress scorns expediency and yet pursues
a policy which even the expediency school would
consider antiquated in existing oircumstances. When
the Congress was composed of people normally tread-
ing the path of truth but never pinning the cresd of
truthfulness on tneir breasts it was easy fto know
‘what exactly the Congress plan was; but now that
‘the Congress is controlied by onse who is truthful
in thought, word and deed, one ean never get at the
truth sboub the Congess intentions.

AGRICULTURAL INDEBTEDNESS IN
ZANZIBAR.

OON after the anti-Indian decrees were passed by
the Zanzibar Governmeut last year, a commission
was appointed to suggest permanent measures to
grapple with the problem of agricultural indebted-
ness in the Protectorate, The legistation hurriedly
passed in June 1934, though avowedly intended for
the proteotion of agriculturists from money-lenders,
embodied measurss of & temporary nature enabling
the local Government to cope with an emergency,
if the situation then existing may be so described,
How far that object was achieved by the legislation
in question it is difficult to say in the absencs of
fuller information which is &t the moment unavail-
able. It is enough to note that the legislation was
never looked upon as a permapent solution of the
Zanzibar agriculturist’s economie difficulties.

The personnel of th: Commission which was pre-
sided over by the Chief Justice and contained a re~
presentative of Indian interests in the persen of Mr.
Tayaballi commanded general confidence. The
Zanzibar Voice go:s so far as to say that “a betier
personnel for such a commission could not have besn
seleoted and from the beginning it inspired oconfi-
deace among the public concerned.” As already
stuted, the Commission was to Inquire into the
problem of eagricultural indebtedness in Zanzibar
and ‘“to make recommendations for the relief of
debtors where such appesars necessary on grounds of
public policy.” In doing so it was not to ignore the
jnterests of the creditors altogether. As a mabter of
fact the terms of reference enjrin it to have ‘' re-
gard to the interests of the creditors " as if there was
any chanoe of a responsible body like the Commis-
gion t:king an exclusively one.mided view of its
responsibility. The Commisaion's report was expeot-
ed to be out before the year for which the emergency

legislation was to be in operation had run out. The
Commission did keep to that time-table by submitting
its report early in April last. And if the document
has taken as long as six months to see the light of
day, the blame must be 1aid &t the door of the Zangi-
bar Government, For reasons nct too easy to under-
stand, they deoided to hold over the publication of
the report till they themsclves were in a position to
make up their mind with reg+rd to the recommenda-
tions made by the Commission. This perhaps involv-
ed interminable oorrespondence with the Colonial
Secretary, which cbviously accounts for the delay.
But it is & puzzle to many why they did not release
the report for publication soon efter its submiesion,
tzking their own time to arrive at conclusions on its
sugge:tions for the debtor’s relief.

I; is a significant fact that all the Commissioners
are of one mind in making their recommendations,
But the Zanzibar Government have shown the
temerity to set at naught one of the important
suggestions put forward by the Commission. It
relates to a slackening of restrictions om the
alienation of agrieultural land embodied in the

Land Alienation Decree of l1ast year, which gave rige .

fo a storm of indignation in the Indian community.
The Zanzibar QGovernment neither accept the
Commission’s recommendation on the point ner ite
reasons in ite support, They express themselves as
satisfied that “ the restriction upon alienation of land
is absolutely essentisl in the Interests of the agri-
cultural classes and that without such restriction the
rapid transfer of land away from such classes would
sontinue.”

Is this an imaginary fear or is it warranted by
past ezperience? Before attempting an examination
of this point, it is necessary to stats that though the
Zanzibar Government cleverly cloaked their inten-
tions by avoiding any reference to Indians in last
vear's decrees, the legislation was in faot directed

against them and none but them. The local Govern- .

ment have now gone s little further in the direction
of concesaling their real object by giving effect to Mr.
Menon’s suggestion to substifute racial reference
in the proposed legislation by the mention of agricul-
taral as against non-agricultural classes. Even for
this small merey we must be duly grateful to the
Zangibar Government, This is however by the way.

The important point for consideration is whether
agricultural land is passing into Indisn hands at
such a fearful pace ns to justify all this fuss. If
the process had been going on for & long time and
Indians had given proof of a land-grabbing tendency,
the proportion of land held by them should be for-
midable. A look at the statistics appearing in the
report does not however warrant such a conclusion,
The Commission puts the total number of clove trees
in Zauzibar at four million, The average yield from
a clove free is estimated at 6 lbs. of dried cloves

per annum, each clove tree being valued at Ras, 8. .

30 per cent. of the shamba-owners are found by the
Comrnission to be indebted and 23 per cent. of the
total indebtedness is stated to be by way of
mortgages or fioctitious sales. Sofar as our country-
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men go, only 20 per eent. 6f the olove trees sre in
-their hands, out of which 1214 per cent. are owned
by them and 74 per cent. have been mortgaged to
-them, Some trees ooming under the latter variety
have already reveried to their original owners and
when this procese is completed, it is the Commisston’s
belief that the Indian holdings would be reduced by
50 per cent. In other words, the Indian holdings
would then be about 18 per cent. Does that indicatfe
such & serious state of affairs as to call for special
treatment ? Such press comments. aa have _reached
us make it plain that Indian opinior I8 inclined to
vegard the Government’s aotion as needlsssly

panicky, . o
The Commission, following the usual practice

in such cases, suggests the establishment of concilia~ |

tion boarde for the settlement of debts. The boards,
according to its recommendation, are to be empower-
ed *to disallow interest above 10 per oent. and 15
per cent, on secured and unsecured debts respective-
1y forthe peried for which such interest has been
unpaid,” Compound interest is also to be dizallowed
under the Commission’s scheme. In the case of
secured debts, the boards will value the security. If
its value is found to be in excess of the debt, the
debtor wtill .ba given four or- five years' time to
lquidate the debt. An alternative arrangement is
also advocated by the Commission, It is that the
adjustment of debts should be done through fhe
-oourts. The local Government are inclined to prefer
the use of the alternative method. In this case they
are prepared to provide for an appeal to the  Chief
Justice whoase deoision is to be final. 1t does not
consider the period of four or five years suggested
by the Commission for the repayment of the debt as
at all adequate, and it favours a maximum of twenty
years for the purpose.

One is not sure that there is anything very
unjust or unfair about the proposed arrangements.
But the Indian community, tc judge from the Zanzi-
bar press, seems opposed to it as placing * a premium
on shirking one's responsibilities.” Ian the oir-
oumstances we can only await the more considered
opinion of the. Indian ocommunity on the Commis-
gion's report which will naturally take some time
more to form. ’

A eviws,

FASCISM IN JAPAN.

MILlTthSM AND FASCISM IN JAPAN.
By O. TANIN and BE. YOHAN, { International
Publishers, } 1934, 23cm. 320p. $ 250,

THE Fasoist movement is not oonfined to Western
Europe oniyj; it has found .a congenial soil in
Japan whera in alliance with the mllitarist and
patriotio organisations it wants to expand Jupanese
power in Asia. Fasoism in Japan is thus a -danger
to the peace of Asia as its aims are bound to confliet
with Soviet interests in Asia and Amerioan interests
in the Pasifio, -

A book which gives an authentic and detailed
aoccount of the miljtarist Fascist movement in Japan

{8 bound to interést the student of contemporary
history. The authors of the book, Tanin and Yohan;
have based their account upon Japanese literature.
They say that the militarist Fascist movement in
Japan. hae an individuality, as it possesses two
distinet traits whioh are not found in Italisn or
German Fasoism. In the first place, Fasoism in
Japan is the instrument -net of finance capital alone
but of Japanese monarchy which represents a bloe
of two forces, finance, capital and semi-feudal Iand-
lorde. Secondly, the Japanesa Fasoists did not make
much use of social demagogy like Mussolini or Hitler.

Karl Radek who writes an infroduction to this

. book does not agree with thie -opinion of the authors,
- He gays that the domination of a monopoly' capita'

lism and the use of & broad demsagogio social

[ programme are features to ba obrerved in Jupan no

less than in Westsrn Europe.

On a careful reading of the book we ars inclined
to agree with Karl Radek. In Iraly as well ms in
Germany landowners financed the Fascist movement
long before the captains of industry gave them sup-
port. Tne same thing has happened in Japan. Why
theréfore regard- the base f Japanese Fascism as
fundamentally different from thet of western Enrope?”
Apgain the Fascists "in Japan, according to the’
authors themselves, used social demagogy to attract
the masses like the Ilialian Faseista and Qerinan
Nazis. 'Say the authors at p. 282 : '

Very large cections of these sceial elements even now
are very much afrsid of thre militarists and the burean-
eracy {rom whom they expeot nothing but new taxes and’
who are sufficiently well-known for theie animosity to
everything demooratic. Nevertheless many groups of
these petty bourgeois eloments have been attracted by

" the demagogio agitation of the militarista and ihe reac-
tionary organisations, have easily fsllen a prey to the
chauvinist polaon, have let themsslves be frightened by -
tales of the horrors whioh they might eXpect from re-
volution and have allowed their heads to bs turned by
the rainbow perapective which -awaits Japan when it
seizes Manchuria, Shanghai, the Soviet Far East,

eto,, eto.. . .

There are, however, two important features of
the Fasoist movement in Japan. In Italy and
Germany the Fascigts and the Nazis seized power
without the help of the army though with the
connivance of some army officers,, But in Japan the
military officers are in nlliance with the Fascists
and the Army is conirolled by them. Another
foeature is that the Fasoist, movement in Japan
is split up. The militaristsa and the. monarohist
bureaucarcy are the heart; of the reaotionary
chauvinist organisations, while the middle and small
landowners, the upper strata of the rich peasantry
and the reactionary sections of the urban petty bour-
geoisie form their mass base. Attempts have been .
made to unite the split-up tendencies along = stream,
but the caste apirit of the army officers preventa suoch
a unifioation. The author ia therefore of opinion
that Baron Hiranuma’s Kokuhonsya and Mr.
Adachi's Kokumin Domef have most chances of
coming to power, for they are closely connacted with
the militarists and they exercise political influence
among bourgecis landowner c¢ircles and the bureau-
oraoy conneoted with them, 'If a Fasoist military
diotatorship were to be established, the entire
internal and foreign polioy of Japan will be direoted
towards the expansion of Japanese power in Asia,
which means a war withthe U.8 S, R.or U. 8, A.

As thisia the only authentio book dealing with
militariem and Fasoism in Japan, it is bound to be
a best seller. We qonrgratulate the authors on their
splendid account, D S
) M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM.
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INDIAN THEATRE.

THE INDIAN THEATRE. By R, K. YaJNIK

(Allen & Unwin) 1933, 23om, 284p. 10/~
THIS bock is divided into two distinct parts. The
first deals * with the theory and practice of Sanskrit
drams,"” and the second with “the influence of British
drama on the Indian stage with special reference to
Western India,” Only a quarter of the work is em-
ployed with describing the ancient Indian drams,
and this, we are told, is on account of dearth of
materinl, Had Part I been more detailed, it would
have been better appreciated ; but perhaps the author
intends to treat this subject more elaborately some
other tims,

The poetic sllusion to the origin of drama in the
legend of the banigshment to Earth of the dancing
nymph, Urvasi, for allowing thoughts of earthly
love to divert her attention from performing her steps
gives us the spiritual basis of our drama. The author
is conoerned with tracing the influence of the Euro-
pean theatres on the modern Indian stage and far
from deploring the initations and translations of
European plays, he seams to be rather in favour of
them. Personally, Ihave an aversion for translations
except in very rare cases, where the exception
proves the rule, such ns “The King's Wife”, * The
Toy Cart,” “The Light of Asia” and “Omar Khayam".
There examples are the work of poetic geniue, which
was thoroughly imbued with the spirit aud did not
attempt literal transiations, Adaptations of plays are
even worse, especially when the customs, creeds, looa-
lity ard even the period of the dramas are altered to
suit other climes and peoples; this results in parcdies.

To students of drams the book is of value for its
chronological review of the modern Indian Theatre,
mainly of Western India; but whether the rising
Indian dramatists are likely to think that they should
plan their piays on European or on original lines
guided by Sanskrit examples, is a malter for indivi»
dual discernment and can only be decided by them-
selves and judged by the merit and appeal of their
work. Undoubtedly, the author has spent much time
in patient research and his work is an authentic re.
cord of the modern Indian Theatre.

ATIVA BEGUM.

SEX EDUCATION.

EXPERIMENT IN SEX EDUCATION. By J. H.
BADLEY and other. ( Federation of Progres-
sive Societies and Individuals, London.)
1935, 18cm. 48p. 1/6—

THIS is a collection of papers read at a Confersence on
Sex Eduoation held in Conway Hall on July 1st and
2nd, 1933, by the above Federation. These papers
deal with sex education in the nursery, the elemsn-
tary school and the secondary school, and the different
methods advocated by the authors, who have all had
practionl experience in the matter. The book is full
of interesting things: how teachers and parents try
to shift the reaponsibility for sex edueation on to
each other and how some peaple think the subject is
receiving ample attention already and nothing more
is needed. As is natural, in this new subject there
is a good deal of difference of opinion as to methods,
but there is no doubt, as Winifred de Kok points out,
that education in sex must not be “differentiated from
other edunation as though it were possible to kesp
the child’'s interest in sex in abeyanee until a suit-
able moment”, Parents and teachers must both
honestly give the ohild information that it asks
for in this subject as in any other, Cauriosity is the
test whether a child is old enough to receive the
information,

J. H. Badley emphasizes the utility of co-educa
tion in this mutter.

But if this end is to be reached, to-education must not be
pariial and half-hoarted. . Rather it must be as cowmplete
as possible, with no unnecessary tarriers ... To some, no
doubt, such complete and contioual intercourse during the
vears of early adolescence may seem mersly to throw
open the door to flictation and every kind of silliners,

This may happen in a few cases, but it is nothing
gericue.

Through the thirty-five years since we began the train-
iog of boys and girls together, from the nursery to the
age for college, on these lines, our belisf has only been
strengthened that such a life together affords the best
means for a sound sex-education.

Rosa van Gelderen remarks :

Mary Scharlieb’s little book “What Mothers Must Tell
Their Children” is an excellent example of how it mus? not
be taught. To tell the child that **the baby waa livirg in
a little house close to the mother's heart” is an unpardon-
able lie and a gross under-estimation of a normal ohild's
inteliigenca.

Zoe Dawe says that she gives sex education under
ElHygiena!I. !

There are no $pecial sex lessons, It just comes in.. . Sex
instruction is only & part of general... knowledge. It is
quite wrong to take a child aside and futtively tell it what
I baliave is called the facts of life' in ten minutes. Even
in a single lecture by an expert this cannot be done.

P. T. Freeman points out that the alternative to
sex education is “the picking up of the facts in the
gutter, with the absence of accuracy and outlook.”
He is, however, a Caristian and keeps the “moral side
of the whole matter to the fore throughout,” He thinks
that there is no other “system of ethiecs whieh, if
properly followad, will so ensure the uléimate good of
society.” This is merely Christian stupidity, which
ia perhaps excusable in a Christian,

A, K. C. Ottaway, as a biology teacher, naturaily
advocates sex edueation through biology, but empha-
pizes the necessity for teachers not to stop at the
physiology of animals but go on and spesk of human
beings and point ouf the applications fto human
life.

V. A. Hyett consideras the bearing of social life
in school on sex development. She thinks: “A co-
educational environment should, of course, give
scope for the natural drawing aparf of the sexes
during the pre-adolescent years—nature's biological
safeguard—-but I personally believe that soms con--
tact during this time when boys and girle naturally
despise each other is invaluable in giving them an
insight into the other sex.” She also points ouf the
“pathological consequence of segregated edueation”,
soma girls and boys being definitely pushed in the
direotion of homo-gexuality.

Alec Craig considers that the books on sexual
subjects do not 1l the gap in home and school ins-
truotion, because “they are ipexplicit and incom-
plete, often unauthoritative, and generally more con.
cerned with ethical exhortation than the giving of
useful information.” He speaks of the series of-
loctures orgamized by the Society, giving complete
gox instruction to adults, delivered by Dr, Norman
Haire, at & fee of 10s, perhead. [t may be noted
that Dr, Pillay who organ‘zad a similar series in
Bombsay oharged Rs. ¥5 per head, the lecturers being.
hardly more competent than Dr. Hairs, nor did they
accept payment, any more than Dr. Haire.

Mre. Janet Chance has founded a Sex EducaiiionA
Centre, where she arranges lectures covering a wider
range of subjects, I believe, free of charge and she
reports that they have helped to make many adult
women happy, especially those wives who bad before
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been unable to attain sexusl .pleasure nnq ware con-
sequently getting disgusted with married life. o
R. D. KARVE, 3

PROBLEM OF SURVIVAL,

. AFTER DEATH? By EDWYN BEVAN and others.
[The Spectator Booklets Series.] ( Methuen. }

1934, 18em. 57p. 1/-

THIS is & thoroughly readable and dainty book-
lei on the problem of ‘Survival’ It contains @
geries of articles by different writers gf high autho-
tity on different sspects of the question and thus
$oousses together most of the repregentativa views in
. ourrent thought on this age-old topio.

Dr. Bevan himself writes the first introduotory
artiole in the course of which he sounds tha true
scientifio note : _

" Boionce i8in truth confined by its very naturs to a
field which precludes the poasibility of its ever disproving

a life for man bsyond death and equally preoludes the

possibility of such a life being proved in the scientific

sense, by events appearing on the plane of material phe-
nomexns,” (p. 5) ‘
“Yat 8 belief one way or the other might be held
independent of any proofs, but shown to be consonant
with one’s general view of the uriverse, considera-
‘tions based on which may commend themselves to
-others and lead them to tha belief in question.

The rest of the articles thus are meant to put for-
ward the * considerations’, based on different views
of the universe, pointing to or ngainst the notion of
survival,

Professor Julisn Huxley, the biologist, would
“treat the question of the belief in survival as “ a
chapter in human natural history”. P_Ie wants to oall
in the physiologist and the psyohologist, the anthrp-
pologist and the historian, who would h_elp us in
-understanding the origin and the wide distribution
.and variety of the belief, And his conelusion is:

“The intensity and oharacter of man's belief in survi-
val ig determined to a: preponderating extent by the
material and soeial conditions in whioh he finds himself;
and ip the oiroumstances the only rational attitude to
take, until conclusive evidence of the fact of the survival
is forthooning, is to concentrate on the enrichment and
amelioration of this life, in confidence that if our {person-
alities do survive death, a sane aud hopeful aotivity in

this world la the bast preparation for the next.” (p. 17}

The Hon, Mrs. Alfred Lyttleton oarefully dis-
tinguishes the question of future lifa from that of
immortality and wants to stand by the former only
for which she produces ‘ evidence ", more speculative
and even sentimental than scientific. Mr, Christo~
pher Dawson's ‘' Roman Catholie’ apologia for Re-
purrection being based on & general spiritualistio
"interpretation of the universe will hardly impress
readers to whom both revelation and spiritualism are
rank superstitions or at least mnachroniems in this
country.

Professor (. Elliot Smith, the celebrated anthro-
pologist, writes as “one who reyards the widely
aocepted story of the fubure life frankly as a myth”
and wants to explain the origin of this myth whioh

“he finds in the ancient Egyptian invention of the
technique of embaiming or mummification of the
dead whioch, preserving the corpse from corruption,
would, they believed, prelong the existence of the
-dead, “'The common belief in a future life is the
much distorted survival of this Egyptisn speculation
of fifty centuries ago, which has reached us by
devioua routes " (p 30). But our modern biologioal
knowledge of the oonditions of life must make ua in-

oreagingly mceptical of the childish Egyptian myth
and make-believe as also of the modern survival
doctrine which after all is at bottom the same Egyp-
tian magio reaching us through much wandering and
re-aditing, '

Dr. L. P. Jacks, the well-known writer on philo-
sophioal subjects, analyses in his article ‘why we
believe’ in a future life and sxplaina that the belief in
a future life has a biologioal rather than atheological
origin, "The idea of a future life, in the many forms
that it takes from vague suspicions to assured belief,
ie 80 intimate a part of cur sooial inheritance and so
olosely integrated (though we may not be conscious
of it) with the life we are living, that escape from
its influence is impossible for any of us, argue as we
may. It seems to belong to the very astuff of which
we are made and to have its grounds in the uufatho-
mable depth of our being.” (p. 37.)

Such then iz the phenomenology of different
views from different angles on the problem of survi-
vsl and the upshot naturally is, as Dr. Bevan antici-
pated in his introductory article, that science ag such
neither proves nor disproves the idea of a future life
or survival. But two things of a positive charaoter
come out from this symposium and Dr. Bevan brings
taam out in his coneluding article :

(i) “You camnot out off this question of human sur-
vival by itself and determine your attitude to it apart
from the whole mass of things whish determine your
goneral attitude to the universe 1 {p. 50)

(ii) “What hypothesis you adopt about- a future life
depands on your total reaction, the sombined reaction of
your rgason, your sense of values, your spiritual exigen-
ctes, your innermost self, to the umniverse and to the
warious interpretationy of the universe, Christian and non-
Christian, which are offered in your human environment.
You may, when yon have made your choice, try to justify
it by arguments; but your arguments can never give the
whole reason why you choose as you do. The reason lies
too desp.” (p. 57)

On the whole then it would be best to realise
that our beliefs in this as in other matters have both
rational and extea-rational grounds and that their
logical proof or disproof is something of a fool's
quest: and it is best to model our lives on a plan
which would be appropriate, whichever hypothesis is

‘correot. I want very warmly to recommend thia

little book to the readers of this papar.
D. D, VADEKAR.

CHRISTIAN VIEW OF CHINA.

TWENTY YEARS IN CHINA. By W. 3. PAXEN-

HAM-WALSH. { Heffer. ) 1935. 20cr. 127p. 5/-
THIA book contains the impressions of one who spent
twenty years in China. Mr. Pakenham-Walsh,
comes of & great family of seclfless workers and did
missionary work in China for nearly two decades,
As one who lived with the Chinese and worked
for them, his impressions are ocertainly relisble.
They are not like the impressiona of a globe-trotier
who with twelve weekas’ experience comes to sweeping
conclusions, but, on the contrary, they give a frank
and faithful picture of the Chinese and their
oivilisation.

The learned author went to China on the eve of
the terrible Boxer Movement in whioh several
thousands of foreigners were killed. Mr, Walsh
esoaped any direct attack and tells us s number of
interesting Boxer stories.

An intereating seotion of the book is that which
deals with the bumble beginning of the Trinity
College, Foochow, and ita later growth, Mpr. Walsh
believed that the best and most enduring work fop
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him to do in China was totrain the boys and girls
and young men and women who would become the
Christian leaders, educators, and evangelists of their
own people, Accordingly, he founded the Trinity
College at Foochow. Ha tells us how he started with
ten students, how fortunately he got a windfall in
the shape of an sllotment of E 2,000 to the College
and how gradually the College grew “ from strength
to strength " until to-day it isone of the premier
colleges in China, a College which has produced
some of the Jeaders of the National Movement.

Another interesting obapter is that which deals
with Chinese customs, good and bad. The Chinese
Suttee, foot-binding and infanticide come in for a
good deal of criticism; but the anthor admires ances-
tral worship, though as a Christian he would retain
the ancestral tablets while abandoning the ceremony
of worship.

The book isa faithful picture of China and we
gﬁ!oome this addition to the growing literature on
ins.

M. V. BUBRAHMANYAM,

SHORT NOTICE.

THE INDUS CIVILIZATION. By ERNEST
MAcCKAY., (Lovat Dickson & Thompson, ) 1935,
209p. 6/

THE remarkable archacological finds discovered in
the Indus valley during the last decade have been the
subject of an extensive monograph by Sir John
Marshall, In this beok Mr, Mackay gives s bird’s-
eye-view of the finds of the Indus culture and offers
some interpretations of a plausible character, He
thinks that it is not proper to deseribe Indus Valley
civilization as chalcolithic, as the stone implements
found are few and rather insignificant.

There are seven chapters in this study. The first
is devoted to an examination of the origin of the
Indus valley people, their inseriptions and the seript.
The author is in no undue hurry to reach clear-ocut
conclusions on the difficult and complex issues in-
volved, and his statement of the problems is at once
clear and concise. Generally these people led peace-
ful lives. At least there is no evidence of continual

fighting.

The following chapters deal with Architecture
and Masonry, Religion, Dress and Personsl
Ornaments, Copper and Bronze Implements and Tools,
Arte and Crafts and Customs and Amusements. A
fair selection of illustrations very well produced aids
the reader's understanding of the interesting
discussions,

The date of the culture and its external connec-
tions are discussed in the last chapter. The date is
provisionally fixed as the first half of the third
millennium B. C.

Mr. Mackay hes produced an eminently readable
book on a live subject,

K AN

Wiscellmen,

SEVA SAMITI BOY SCOUTS.

DR. ARUNDALE'S TRIBUTE,

Taking advantage of the presence of Dr. G. 8§,
wArundale tn Benares in ccrection with the North India

.Boy Scouts’

Theosophical Comference, the nalional headquarters of
the Seva Samiti Boy Scouts' Association arranged on
Ocl. 1 a boy scout and girls' guide rally in his honour.
After games were cver, Pandit Sriram Bajpai, chief
orgamizing commissioner, was heartily ccngratulated by
Dr. Arundale. Pandit Ramnarain Misra then read
a welcome address (n behalf of the national head
quarlers «f the Seva Samiti Boy Scouls’ Association.
In his reply, Dr. Arundale said :

FEEL great happiness in being in your midst
this after noon specially on what to me is a sacred
ground. . When I look round upon these
buildings and gaze upon these playgrounds I sm
reminded of very many happy years of my activity
in the service of India through the Central Hindu
College under the leadership and guidance of that
great friend and servant of India—Dr, Anrie Besant.
{ Cheers. )

I have been looking at your display with im-
mense admiration and no less immense envy. If you
were to gee our association in Madras, I am afraid
there would be wunfavourable comiparison between
what you have here and that which existe in the
presidency of Madras. When I should return, on
acoount of this display I am more fully determined
to do what I can to help the Seva Samiti Boy Scouts™
Association in that presidency.

I was never lukewarm with regard fo the Seva
Samiti Boy Scouts’ Association. I felt when I joined
it, it was tha quickest route to the Indianisation of
one of the most important movements for good citi-
zenship in the world. ( Hear, hear,) I am not only
president of the Seva Samiti Boy Scouts’ Assoociation
in Madras, but also the vice-president of the Madras
Provincial Scout Council, I am bound to say that
when I first joined the Sova Samiti Scouts’ Associa-
tion my colleagues on the Madras Provineial Coun-
cil took me %o task because they felt that perhaps I
was endeavouring to take part in the fwo movements
not altogether working along the same lines. I
endeavoured to explain that while I have the most
wholehearted admiration for Lord Baden-Powell, for
it was he who initiated the movement, to whom we
owe 8 very great reverence and gratitude, yet at the
same time our hopes with regard to the Indianisation
of scouting have not materialised as quickly as we
hoped they would when Lord Baden-Powell came to
Madras and there was a fusjon of the {wo movements
—the Indian Boy Scouts’ Association and his own
movement, I hoped then that we should be able to
geo rapid Indianisation. Iam afraid that has not
taken place as I wished that it should have taken
place. The Baden Powell movement is largely do-
minated by Government. We are not making the
progress in Indianisation, ss 1 know Lord Baden-
Powell would wish, However we are going to do
what we can to bring pressure to bear upon the.
Qovernment, so far asthe Madras Government is
conocerned, to give an equal status to the Seva Samiti
Agsociation as the Baden-Powell

movement.
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The other day we enteriained to tea the Minister
of Eduoation and under the influence of that com-
pelling beverage the Minister saw no reason why
the two movements should not have an equal status
throughout the presidency, When I go back to
Madras I shall tell him fhat throughout the world I
have seen no socuting like the Seva Samitl scouting.
{ Hear, hear.) It is Indian and that is its great title
4o appreciation. But it is not only Indian but fully
expsrt as we have been seeing just now. I feel if
+thers is any hope for scouting in India it must lie in
a movement of this character, But I am bound o
confess to you that I am continuslly talking about
seouting in Madras and Y hope the time will soon
come when we sball have no scout movement at all,
That may sound a somewhat strange statement, But
everything which is done by scouting should be part
of a national system of education in every country
{ hear, hear ), 8o that there should be no need for
what we oall scouting, Itshould be part and parcel
of the eduontional syetem. As it is, the educational
aystem: nof only leaves much to be desired but almost
leaves everything tobe deaired, hurried as it is and
utterly unsuited to tha Iadian nation,

We are, therefore, very thankful that such an
ansooiation as this exists. You may take it that you
bave invested this rally in* a wise way for you are
-sonding me back to Madras more fuil than ever of
anthusiasm for Seva Samiti work. You may rem-
ember that we are from the scouting standpoint beni-
ghted in Madras. You have grants, I understand,
from distriot boards, from wvarious local bodies, you
have considerable amount of financial support from
public movements., I might tell you that the present
‘resources of the Seva Samiti Association in Madras
ara Rs. 30, I hope when I go back to tall our bre-
thren there sbout your very efficient work here. I
hopa we will gain permanent public support.

I do not want to detain you after that splendid
taste and flavour of this excellent movement tobe
in any way disparaged by my observations, They who
have come from Madras are extremely grateful to
you for (all that you have done us, s0 wonderfully
well done and it is an inspiration to us to have been

here. My friend Mr. Sundaram has been tasking |

cinematographic pictures and I hope we ghall be abie
to show these in Madras; that really would have
great effeot, I congratulate you all, the Qrganizing
Commissioner and others, for splendidly oarrying on

" this movement, I do mot think there oould be any
work which s more useful then this, If Indians were
to choose between the Indian National Congreas and
the Seva Samiti Boy Soouts' Asscciation I should
vote for the Seva Samiti, Lot us have both. If we
oannot have both et us have that movement which
is giving to Indians Indian citizanship, really Indian,
to love India and to bscome ‘great servants of India
when Swaraj is obtainad.' { Loud applausge.)

A. I C.C. AND ACCEPTANCE OF QFFICE.

On the question of acceplance of office by Congress-
wnen under the mew consislution, the Ali-India Congrees

Committee which met last week at Mad ras passed the
following resolution. It says:

ONSIDERING the long interval of time that is
bound to elapse before the next general provin-
oial elections under the new constitution and

the uncertainty of political conditions during this
long period, this Committee is of opinion that it is
not only premature, but also inadvisable and impoli-
fio to come t0 any decision on the question of accepi-
ance or non-acceptance of office at this stage and
therefore it affirms the resolution of the Working
Committee passed at Wardha on the subject. At the
same time, the Committee desires to make it clear
that it sees no objection to the queation being disous-
sed in the country,
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