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Topics of the Ateek,

“ No Option but to Work, "’

SIiR CHIMANLAL SETALVAD, in the press inter-
view that he gave on his return from Engiand last
week, expressed the opinion that, bitterly dissastisfied
as Indians were with the constitution, they had no
option but to work it. In what spirit they should
work it i & more important point, but Sir Chimanlal
did not say much about it. Howaever, there is no
reason to euppose that his opinion has varied im the
last eight months from the opinion to whioh he gave
expression at the Liberal Federation in Poona in
December last. There he said :

No doubt the constitution will be worked when it in
going to be imposed upon us in apite of us. But, as I have
often observed, there are two ways of working a oonsti-
tutlon, » What in wanted Is to give India a constitution
which will make people peacefully and quistly to sit down
to work it. The test is this of any oonatitution, whether
Is in » copstitution which is soceptable to the peopls for

whom you designed it. Is it a constitution which the
people for whom youm designed I8 are prepared to work
penoefully and in the right way ?

Can this constitution be ever worked with pence and
oontentment? There will be irresistible temptation to
wo rk it with the object of foreing the pace and oreating
situ ations which would make the working of the conatitu-
tion very difficult and thus foreing the hand of England
to reooncile the whola matter as & very early date. In
that the situation which the British Government wish to
efeate in this ccuntry, or, in it Dot necessary to creats
@0 nditjons by which there will bs good-will betwesn
EBritainand India so that India will progreas towards the

eatly realination of dominion status as she denires ?

The answer of the Libaral Federation to this constito.
sion Is thin: it s wholy unacosptable ; 1t will never

discontent,
» . .

Proposed Financial Inquiry.

GIVING evidenoa before the Joint Seleof Par-
linmentary Committes two years ago Bir Samuel
Hoare foreshadowed a finanoial inquiry to precede
the inauguration of bis reforms. The inquiry, he
said, would be " & sma)l expert inguiry, the kind
of inquiry that would not raise a lot of big political
issues, questions, for inatance, between one provinos
snd another, but s small expert actuarial inquiry,
really seeing how the balance sheet stood.”” This
vertainly prepared us for the inquiry commiites
being very emall in personnel, consisting of not
more than three or four persons, But hardly would
anybody have expected that it would be a* one-man’
inquiry. It is beyond doubt that Sir Otto Niemeyer
who has been moleoted for the task is & finanocial
expert of international .repute, It may also be
admitted that his selection for the task is all that it
should be. But what is in doubt is the wirdom of the
action of Government in making him the sole in-
quirer. The aotion cannot be. defended even on the
ground of the expert or technical nature of the
inquiry, for it would be difficult to maintain that
there are no financial experts amongst Indians, It
should have been easily possible to associate some of
them with Sir Otto Niemeyer. But one forgets that
those responsible for foisting the new oonstitution on
this country have a rooted dislike of treating Indians
as their equals or even as people knowing what is
good for themsalves,

» * . ‘

THE exclusion of Indians from the proposed
financial inquiry would probably not have been
sorely felt if its objeot had been, es stated by Sir
Samuel Hoare, merely the preparation of a balance
gheet. In point of fact a far more serious respom-

' gibility has been thrown upon Sir Otto Niemeyer. He

is expeoted to submit & scheme of finanoial allooa-
tion between the Federal and Provinocial Govern-

| ments. - The allied guestion of financial subventions
' to new provinoces like Sind and Orissa and to the

existing deficit ones like Asgam must necessarily.
engage bis attention, The thorny problem of the
apportionment of the income-tax receipts between the
federation and its provincial units is also sure to
come under his  notice, All this oconnotes some-
thing much more important than mere actuarial cai«

- qulations, To throw the undivided responsibility for

sach a serious and far-reaching task on a single in-
dividual, however able, is surely mot to try to oreate
a favourable atmosphere for the reception of the
resuits of Sir Oito’s inquiry. Even now it is not too
late to repair the mistake by the assooiation of one
or two Indians with Sir Otto Niemeyer in his very

~arduocus task, :
Sreate psacs In thin eointry, but on the contrary willin- |: ~ :

. - V .. .- . - - . . 2
(]
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Training of Detenus.

ADDRESSING the Bengal Legislative Council
last month Sir John Anderson announced the early
inauguration of a scheme for training detenus to be
useful members of society by giving them training
in sgriculture and small indusiries. The details of
the scheme are now available, Under this scheme
sgricultural and industrial camps will be set up
where practical training would be imparted to
selacted detenus. It ia proposed, to begin with, to
bring into being 3 agricultural and 14 industrial
oamps, the extenmsion of the experiment being
naturally dependent upon its sucoess. Each agri.
eultural oamp will have 25 detenus and about 500
bighas of 1and assigned to it. 450 of this area will be

utilised for agricultural purposes, while the rest {

for residential and recreative. purposes. The
number of detenus to be assigned to an induetrial
camp will be 15 and the distribution-of the proposed
14 industrial camps has been Bxed as follows : 3 for
bruss, 4 for cutlery, 3 for pottery and 4 for
umbrella-making. '

* * *

THE agrioultural scheme will meke & start with
market gardening and fruit farming. The work will
not be hard and will certainly be interesting. The
location of these camps has been decided upon epe-
cially with an eye to the availability of easy mar.
keting facilities, As for training, it will be immparted
by an sgricultural demonstrator, the detenu proceed-
ing, after the completion of this short instructional
course, to put the results of his instruction to.pra-

otionl test.
* * *

IN the selection of industries in which the
detenus are to engage, care has been taken to select
only those in which there is not keen competition,
for the products of which there exists a ready
market, the raw materials for which are available
in the oountry and which have been more or less
standardized by research and experiment. A faotor
which influenced the geleotion of these industries
was also the faot that the Industries Department had
ascquired specinl knowledge of their technique in
conneation with the unemployment relief scheme.
The results of this experimental method for the
reciemation of suspeoted terrorists wild be watohed
with interest by the public.

* * *
Quetta in the Assembly.

IF one were to judge from press reports, the
Government seem to have read more into the Con-
gress resolution about Quetta recently moved in the
Assembly than was really intended. The demand
for a committee of inguiry which it put forth was not
spparently intended as a vote of censure against
Government for its handling of tha earthquake
situation in Bsaluchistan. As a matter of fact the
mover explicitly assured the Government that his
sole object in asking for a committee was to rastore
public confidence. What is ever more significant is
that more than one Congress member paid eloquent
tributes to the work of the military forces in the
matter of relief. This should have been enough to
disarm Government suspicion about Congress inten-

tions. But the Government chose to treat it as &’

move to discredif them,
*- * -

" THE only point on which the public needs to be’
assured is that everything possible was done to avoid.

needlees loms of life. Assurances to this effect on the

part of the Government have no doubt not been lacks

ing but do not uztfortunatel‘y command publio con-

fidence. There is nothing surprising in this, having
regard to the present state of Indo-British relation-
phip. A eimilar assurance given as s result of the
labours of & committee would naturally carry great-
er woight with the public. That was why it was sug-
gested that the matter should be inguired into by a
mixed committes, If the (Government's assurances
are worth anything and if their record ie really ume
impeachable, the Government bad nothing to fear
from the work of the proposed committee, for its
findings would only have served to lend strength to
their reassuring statemonts. In these ecircumetsnces
we think the Government were not well advised in

.opposing the Congress demand for the appointment

of & committee,
> L »

An Overseas Indians Department.
THE non-official suggestion for the creation of a

separate department at the headquarters of the

QGovernment of India to look after the interests of
Indians settled in other lands was pressed on the
attention of Government by means of a resolution
rocontly moved in the Couneil of State. The subjsct
iz at present in.charge of a Secretary who is burdened’
with numerous other duties, The result natursily is
that with the best of will on the Secretary’'s part the
interests of overseag -Indians numbering over 25
lakhs~-a number which wiil be added to by over
8 lakhs on Burma's separation from India—some-
times stand the. risk of neglect at the hande of the
Indian Government. The risk would obviously be
very much lessened if overseas Indiane were given a
whole-time Becrotary to safeguard their well-being.
The number itself, if nothing else, constitutes a
strong justification for the step proposed by Sir
Phiroze Sethna, the mover of the resolution. The
reply of the Government spokesman, though non-
committal, gives ground for the hope that action on,
the lines suggested in the resolution would not be
long deferred. ’

* * *

BuT let nobody delude himself with the belief
that even if & new Overseas Indians department is
brought into existence, it is going to usher in &
millennium for them. The fact is that the crea-
tion of the new post by itself will not lead to any
considerable improvement in their condition unless
steps are simultacecusly taken to keep him in toneh
with departments having or likely to have a pre-
judicial effect on Indian interests in different lands.
The utility of the new department will largely
depend upont its being apprised in due time of such
developments, and its being placed in possession of
reliable and exhaustive information with regard to
them. To look toloecal Indians for this purpose is to
expect too'much. The eollection of facts bearing on
such anti-Indian measures in the different dominions
and colonies must, if the information is to be really
acourate and free from bias, be entrusted to an offi-

. oial ageney, This must be created by the appointment

of Agentstothe Gevernment of India in all countries
in wnich Indians are settled in considerable numbers,
Unlesy arrangements are made to furnish the new
department with accurate and reliable facts concerning
any snti-Indian measures, either already in existence
or under contemplation of the Colonial or Dominions
Governments, the proposed official protector’ of
oversoas Indians sitting at Delhi or Simla will find
that he cannot make himself very useful to thbm.

.'We are sure this aspect of the matter did not fail to

receive atbention a¢ the hands of speakers who partici-

' pated in the debate on Sir Phirozs Sethna’s resolution.

X * #
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'SPECIAL POWERS BILL.

OME good-hearted but - rather simple-minded
S membara of the Labour Party in England sug-
: gested, at the olose of the debates om the
Reforms Bill in Psrlinment, that the Government
should signalise the infroduction of ‘the ‘new consti:
tution, which the Government élaims confers more
power upon Indians than any constitution that wan§
before conferred upon any people in any couniry, by
s grant of amnesty to politionl prisoners with a view
to preparing the most favourable atmosphere for the
congtitution, The Government, however, has its own
idess in regard to the creation of a puitable atmos-
phere for the working of the reforms. It presents us
with a Criminal Law Amendment Act at the Centre
and Speocial Powers Acts in the Provinces—all of
them permanent measures and all of them of an
oxtraordinary character, making serious inroads on
peraonal liberty, 'We must confesa that the Govers
ment knows better than the Labour members do what
the nature of the constitution is and by what sort of
measures it should be- heralded. The constitution i
going to insugurate, ap we have said before, an era
of confliot and strife suoch as it was never our lot to
qxperience before, and repressive legislation ofa
monstrous character will pave the way for the
reforma better than a general gaol delivery. The
Qovernment has undoubtedly = better smense of
roalities than some of the amiable members of the
Labour Party. ‘ '

These measures are intended avowedly to meet
an emergency, but that is no reason, in Government's
opinion, why they should be temporary. It insists.
upon their being made a permanent addition io the
ordinary law of the land. *‘They will harm no law-
abiding person,” says the Government. “Then why
impose any time limitation ? The exeountive will use
the powers with which it is armed only when it
becomes necessary., When it {s not neceasary the
powers will remain unueed, a8 the safeguarda in the
new constitution are going to be under Mr. Jayakar's
Pact with the Governor | But the Indian people will
have the satisfaction of having an, improved erimi-
nal law which will fit any oounditions, &nd they will
not have to have emergency legislation such as now
and then becomes necessary in less advanced coun-
trienlike England.” When last these measures were

enacted, they were of short duration and were

fntended Jjust to suffice the present regime, leaving
- the new regime to enact them afresh if thought ne-
cessary. But the Government has thought better of
it now. To saddle the new legislatures: with the
ungrateful task of taking repressive measures, the
Government now feels, would be to impose upon
them a task under which they may break down, and
in order to do them & good furn the Government
wishes to place these barsh-looking measures, per-
manently on the statute book now, taking upon itself
the odium for them. . The Government cannok be
praised too highly for its: sltruism, but we are in-
olined to think that jt Is. anduly nervous that the
Future legislatures under: the benign conatitution that

will comeinto force shortly will be unwilling or
even unable to. do anythingthat offends grievously
sgainet olvil liberties. .

The Government's object being to have a sort of
criminal law that will be able to cope with any kind o
of emergency which may or may not have actually.
arisen, it is under no obligation to prove that a cer.
tain ‘emergency exists which makes it necessary to
take apeoial powers,  All that it has to show is that,

. it is poesible for that-emergency to arise, and the

need for special legislation is proved. The Special
Powers Aot of Bombay, which an obediont legisla-
ture passedin 1932, ‘'was passed because the eivil
disobedience movement was on and & no-tax
campaign was in progress in certain districts. The
Member in oharge at the time said, * The one and
only object of the Bill ( was ) to provide Government
with powers in reserve to deal with the ocivil dis-’
obedience movement ”, and tried to justify every
clause of the Bill with reference to certain acts that
had been done by the leaders of the eivil disobe-
dience movement in one part of the Presidency or
another. Now, however, the Government is under no
such neocessity of showing that publio peace is
aciually being threatened, and that certain measurea
must be taken immediately in the interests of publio
seourity. All that it has to show is that a spirit of

lawlessness may break out sgain, and that means
- must be at hand to put it down. Here the. Govern-

ment is on safe ground becsuse no one can say that
the people will never take to unlawful activities in
future.

~ But the Government is very ill-advised in make.
ing a balf-hearted attempt in its statement of Objects
and Reasons of the Bill to show that all the powers
of the1932 Act are urgently necessary now. The civil
disobedience movemnent has been discontinued, and
the only justifieation which the Government claimed
for the Special Powers Act then has completely dis-
appeared. The Congress, it is true, has only suspended
the movement and not formally stopped it. But
even if it had. done go, would it be possible for
the Congress to atart the movement afresh? The
poeeibility of a revival will never disappear, and it
only means tha, whether the movement is actuslly in
existence or not, we must always have on our statute
book & criminal law strong enough to nip it in the.
bud, whenever it arises. But will the Government be
powerless to arm itself with the necessary powers
when the possibility becomes an actuality ¥ The
Government will certainly take less time to take
these powers and bring them into farce than the
Congress oan to restart civil disobedience. The best
plan for the Government therefore is nol to seek to
justify the exceptional measure by the oondition of
the country, either as it exists now or is likely to be
in the immediate future, Its only justification is
that the couniry’s ordinary oriminal law should be
such that it should be equal to any possible contin-
geney., This, in faot, is the real justification that it
does put forward. But it places itself in the wrong
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when it tries to support its measures on the Othef

plen.

“ The only reason” for the Special Powers Act
in 1932 was the existence of the civil disobedience
movement. That reason being now unavailable, the
Government has to adduce another. Now, we are
told, “the principal reason for the continuance of the
Act at the present time is the danger to whiech the
Presidenoy of Bombay is exposed, especially in in-
dustrial centres, by communism.” Buit why are
special measures necessary to deal with a movement
*“ involving force and violence ?"* Force and violence,

when they actually break oub or even when inoite-

ment to them is offered, ought to be met under the
ordinary law. Communists ought fo be left free to
express their opinion that, under the existing soocial
order, constitutionsl means alone will not be suffi-
oient. Let the believers in constitutional agitation
msake a counter-propaganda. Lef the Government
take part in it if it pleases. Bub expression of such
an opinion ought to be permitted without let or hind-
rance. We oursclves have been saying that, the
Government having effectunlly closed the door to
constitutional amendment by lawful means, people
will take to unlawful mesns, and we shall continue
to say it, no matter in what way the eriminal law is
stiffened. When people actually do take to unlawful
ineans, the responsibility for driving them to that
oourse will be solely the Government's. If anyone

is to be punished, it ought to be the Government, But'

what will happen is that honest oritica like ourselves
will be liable to be arrested without warrant and
detained in custody beeause forsooth they have acted
in a manner prejudicial to the public safety or peace
and may be ordered by the Distriot Magistrate, with-
out limit of time, to abstain from such sets. This is
an invasion of public liberty which no decené-minded
person oan tolerate.

The Government has many strings to its bow : if
the string of oivil disobedience has snapped, it has

those of communism’and terrorism, Terrorism, it
had to admit in 1932, prevails in the Bombay Presi-
denoy to » much smaller extent than in other Pro-
vinoes, and there is no evidence of its having inoreased
in the intervening threce years. Yet Bombay, the
advanoed Provinoe that it is, must have & much more
rigorous repressive measure than, e, g., the Puniab,
In the Punjab the Government was able to show that
by the use of the Ordinance powers it had suocceeded
in preventing at loast two terrorist outrages. Nosuch
olaim can bs made by the Bombay Government.
Neoverthelees it sceks far more drastioc powers than
the Punjab Government took to itself in 1932. The
Punjab Government omitted the powers given by the
Ordinance fo take possession of buildings ; to prohibit
access to certain places; to prohibit or regulate
traffio and means of transport; to control posts, tele-
graphs and railways ; and the special power of search.
The Bombay Government retained all these powera
in 1932 and would retsin them now, although on its
own showing the terrorist movement in this Presi-
dency is nothing compared to the terrorist movement

. in the Punjab. These powers will be required when

a revolution is imminent. We wonder whether we are
at all in the Iand of the living since we see no signs
around us of a coming revolution, which, however,
appear eo clearly to our watohful Government. Simi.
larly oné would feel that there cannot be even a
colourable excuse for continuing Chapter III of the
old Act containing provisions against refusal to pay
taxes, since the movement for the non-payment of
taxes which was being conducited as & part of the
civil disobedience campaign has been discontinued.

It would be too much to hope that the presemt
legislature would teach a lesson to the Government
that it so badly needs for making these outrageous
proposals. Publie opinion must, however, teach a
pevere lesson, first, to the legislature and then to
the Government,

THE LEAGUE'S MORAL FLABBINESS.

HE League may not be able to save Abyssinia
from Mussolini; but Mussolini ocan save
Abyssinia from the Leagus,

Poor Abyssinis, it now appears, hes almost as
much to fear from the League as from Mussolini.
Wo say “ almost a8 much ™' beoause being annexed to
& country may be a trifle worse than being a protec.
torate, and Abyssinia is now offsred a choice between
the two.

Abyssinia, we are told, chooses what it appa-
rently regards as the lesser evil.

But we are not quite sure that all will agree
that conquest is really & lesser evil than the status
of a military protectorate. Conquest is at least open
brigandage. The conquered country has not to give
ita consent to ite own viclation. But if the terms of
the League's Committee of Five are accepted by

Abyssinia, her political freedom will be extinguished )

with her consent.

This is what is happening at the League. But
Mussolini may yet prevent it. Tho Iatest news is

that he has bluntly refused the terms of the Commit~
tee of Five,

Abyssinia’s fate will be sealed anyhow ; but the
League may survive if Mussolini remeins firm, It
Abyesinia is foreibly oconquered by Italy, the
League's utter impotence will be evident and, as an
effective institution, it will be killed. But its position
of moral pre-eminénce will remain unassailed,

Whioh is better for the League: to megotiate
successfully an essentinlly unjust solution and thus
prevent open rupture, showing thereby that it has
some practioal utility; or to strive for the assertion
of moral principles even if, in doing so, it ultimately
fails ? '

If the League stands firmly on the prinoiples of
right. and justige, it may yet succeed. But if it
manoeuvres Abyssinia into an unholy compromise it -
will loose all its moral prestige,



SEPTEMBER 26, 1935.)

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

509

The League {s now feeble because it 1acks power
to uphold its autbority as a World Parliament, but
fts moral suthority is great. It would be a much
smaller reproach to be morally strong and physioally
woak than to be physicslly stromg and morally
weak,

If the Lengue is to die,let it die nobly. If it
purchases its life at the oost of its moral principles—
well, we for our part will sdy it haslived a bit too
long.

IL

WE are conscious that we are basing our oriti-
oism upon somewhat imperfect information, for the
text of the Committee of Five's report is not yet avai-
lable. But the reports that have reached this country
leave no alternative to a harsh judgment, and no one
would rejoice mora than we if it becomes known that
the aotual report is substantislly diferent from
what we have been led to believe it is.

Befors we examine the report, it shouid be borne
in mind that this report has been modelled on the
Three Power conversations between Great Britain,
France and Italy in Paris, and these conversations
ook place on the basis of the Three Power Agree-
ment of 1906, From the conversstions Abyssinia was
keptout as she was from the Agreament itself.
~ Now what was this Agreement ? It paidlip service
to Abyssinia’s territorial integrity and political
independence, but it went on to say that if perchance
the politioal and territorial status quo in Abyssina
was disturbed, the Three Powers would concert mea-
sure to proteot—not the interests of Abyssinia—but
their own special interests as defined in this Agree-
ment and in various other agreements mentioned
therein, among which is the Two Power Agreement
between Great Britain and Italy of 1891. This was
thue an agreement, »e Moon has well said, about
“the division of the spoils,” The 1891 Agreement
reserved for Great Britain and Italy different “spheres
of influence ™, Great Britain taking to herself the
valley oontaining the headwaters of the Nile and, as
Moon says, “ a generous territorial corridor leading
from Egypt to Uganda and East Afrios, a necessary
link in the Cape-to-Cairo chain of possessions,” but
giving to Italy practioally the whole of the rest of
the most valuable part of Abyssinia. The capital of
Addis Ababa and the rich plateau on the wast, on

-which Italy has sot her heart, was to be, according to
this Agreement, within the sone of Italy's exclusive
influenoe,

A solution to the Italo-Abyssinian confliot was
sought within the terms of these two Agreements,
than which few other agreements bear greater marks
of epoliation on their face. If the League is to main.
tain lts moral integrity, it should first have forbidden
the Powera concerned to proceed on such a foundation.
The Manchester Guardian said quite truly long sgo,
In ita weekly edition of 28th June, that “ the 1906
Agreement is auperseded by Article 20 of the Coven-
ant " { of the League ), which sayn: * The Members
of the League severally agree that the Covenant is
accepted as abrogating 'all obligations or under~

standings snler se which are inconsistent with the
termn thereof, and solemnly undertake that they will
fot hereafter enter into any engagements inconais-
tont with the terms thereof.” Tho 1906 Agrevment
and the 1891 Agresment to which it refers are clearly
fncompatible with the basio principles of the Covenr
ant, and the League should firat have abrogated these

Agreements.

IIL

BUT the League permitted converaations on the
basis of treaties which should have been deolared null
and void, and here its moral fall began. What was the
usturs of the compromise proposala that emargad out
of the conversations? The solution that was offered
amounted in effeot to transforming the Three Power
Agreement of 1906, negotiated behind Abyssinia's
back, into & Four Power Agreement, Abyssinia also
being persuaded or over-perguaded to agree to if. An
agreement which the League ought to have refused to
recognise on the ground of its inconsistency with the
Lengue principles was now to be effected with the
League’s express sanction ! Could anything be more
destruetive of the Lieague’s moral authority than this ?
The Franco-British proposal to Italy in Parie was
that the economie exploitation of Abyssinia’s natural
resources should be teken in hand by the Member
States of the Lengue—by building roads and railways,
by promoting foreign trade, by reorganising finances,
by improving postal and telegraphic services and in
various other ways, And—this is the most vital
portion of the suggestion—in this economioc exploita-
fion Italy would have a predominating part, This
is in keeping with another Italo-British Agreement
of 1925, by which Great Britain promised fo use her
good offices to secure for Italy “exolusive economic
influence” in the western part of Abyesinia. This
Agreement, again, as the Manchester Guardian has
pointed out, conflicts with Articla 10 of the Lesgue
Covenant, by which * the Members of the League
undertake to respect and preserve as against external
aggression the territorial integrity and existing
political independenoe .of all Members of the
League,” In protesting against the Agreement to
the League, Ras Teffari, the present Negus Negusti,
well said +— .

We have the homour to bring to the notioe of all the
Btates Members of she League of Nations the corres-
poudence which we have recsived, in order that they may
decide whether that oorrespondence is ocompatible
with the Indepsndence of our ocountry, inasmuch as it
inoludes the atipulation that part of our Empire is to be
allotted to the asonomic influenos of a given Power. We
oannot bub realise that economic influence and political
influence are very clossly bound up togsther ; and it is onr
duty to protest most strongly agalnst an agreement
which, in our view, oconfliots with the most essential
principles of the League of Nations,

Nor did Mr. Eden and M. Laval take any other
view. They too recognised that economio influence
and politioal influence could not be disscoiated from
wach other, and In giving Iialy a large shdre in
‘Abyesinia’s economio development they proposed o
give her a large share in the coutrol of Abyssinia's
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administration too. The whole of Italy’s administra-
tion was to be reformed, judioial organisation
improved, military forces strengthened, and police
control stiffened-——by the appointment of foreign
advisers, a high proportion of whom were to be
Italian. Abyssinla was o be induced to allow the
pettlement on & large scale of foreign colonists
on her soil, and of these foreign colonists again a
preponderant portion was to consist of Italians
with extra-territorial rights. If they committed any
offenices they would be tried, not in Abysainian
courts, but in Italian courts. Now if these proposals
do not infringe Abyssinia’s political independence
wo should like %o know what would, The Manchester
Quardian traly said while the Three Power conversa-
tions were in progress.
If anyone has reason to bs pleased with the ontoome
(i. e. failure)} of the Conferance it is probably the
Abyssinian Government, for it leaves the Emperor with a
chanoe of maintaining real independent soversignity. As
the Temps admits, Italy was in fact offered by England
and Frauce an opportunity to make something very like
another Morooco of Abyssinia by peacefnl penetration.
If Italy had once suoceeded in establishing large
communities of bdettlers under her own consular
jurisdiotion she could not be driven out of Abyssinia.
In other words, Abyssinia would be, under these
proposals, s protectorate of Italy, as Moroeco is of

France.

IV.

IT must not be understood that Abyssinis is
averse to taking foreign aid. The Emperor, who is a
progressive ruler, recognises that the country is back-
ward, that it must be developed, and that it can
only be developed with foreign capital and foreign
expert advice, But in seeking foreign help he goes
to countries which have no territorial ambitions and
avoids those which have. It has in faot been said
that Abyseinia is the only country in the world that
gtill opens its doors to foreigners and permits them to
participate in its economio progress. Is it either
morally wrong or politically an UNNeCessATY Precait-
tion to exclude from this process of economic ex-
ploitation Italians who have political designs on the
country ? E.A. Colson, an American, has served
as financial adviser; a Swiss lawyer named Auberson
hag gerved as legal adviser in the consular court. A
‘concension was signed only five months ago with a
Swiss group to build a road from Addis Ababa west-
ward to the Sudan. The affair of the recent petrol
conocession to an American concern: is fresh in every-
‘body's mind, The contract for barrage works on the
Blue Nile is again given to an American firm. The
army is drilled by s Swiss, Thus Swedes, Norwe-
gians, Americans, Swiss are freely employed by the
Abyssinian Government. But Italiane are deliberately
excluded and for s good reason. Because they threaten
Abyssinia's independence. The Franco-British sug-
gestion is thet this disorimination againat Italy
.ghould ocease and on the contrary that Abyssinia
should show overwhelming preference to Italiane so
that, being offered de facto domination, they should

not continue to aspire to de jure suserainty over the
country |

The Committeo of Five has in effect endoreed these
proposals, but it is responsible, we are told, for one
refinement. Italians will not be mentioned eo nomino
in the Protocol that will be offered to Abyssinia.
It will not be laid down in black and white that a
large proportion of settlers and concessionaires and
advisera will be Italian; it will only be a smort of
Gentleman’s Agreement. What comfort can Abyssi.
nia extract from the omission of specific mention
of Italians if Ifalians are in faoct to dominate her,
and what eatisfaction ocan Italy derive from
the Protocol if Abyssinia is economiocally and politic-
ally developed but she has no band in it? But why
should the League boggle about mentioning Italians
by name? What did the League's Lyfton Commis-
sion recommend to China in regard to Manchuria?
We give below a few points from the Commission’s

recommendations to make the position clear.

A speoial gendarmerie should be orgapised with the
oollaboration of foreign instrustors,

An adequate number of foreign advisers would be
appointed by the Chief Exeoutive "of the autonomous
Government (of Manohuria), of whom a substantial
proportion should be Japanese,

The appointment of two foreighers of different nation~
alities to have supervision of the constabulary aud the
fisoal administration would be made. (The forelgners
must exersise exeoptionally wide powers,)

The free participstion of Japan in the
development of Manchuria.

An extension fo the whole of Manchuria of the right to
settls and lease land, coupled with some modification of
the principle of extra-territoriality.

Japan did not require a Lytton Report to grant her
these conoessions, She took the whole of Manchuria
under her control, indirect if not direot. But the
proposals made under the League augpices gave her,
it should be remembered, quite a great deal.

eoonomic

v

SIMILARLY, the Committes of Five's recommen-
dations give Italy the substance of politioal domina-
tion withoutthe name. Italy should accept them if she
is to consult her self-interest. But, fortunately, she
has given a curt refusal, and we hope she will stick
to it. 'Weé hope so because, whatever Italy may do to
Abyssinia without reference to the League, we do not
wish the League to be implicated in such a deal. It
will bring the League nothing but discredit,

Abyssinia is willing to give her consent. One
can imagine what pressure must have been brought
to bear upon her. One dare not find fault with her,
faced as she is with conquest, but one may be per-
mitted to hope that Mussolini will confound the wily
diplomats of Geneva.

England and France are prepared to see Abyssi-
nia make large concessions to Italy ; but they are not
willing to make any large concessions to her out of
their own territory. As Allan Nevinas eays in Current
History, “ The two countries which hold respectively
18,227,000 and 5,657,000 square miles in eolonial
empires sould perhaps yield a litile without greatly
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-aissing it,” but they will not yield it. Their oontri-
"butfon to the solution of the difficulty consists in
advising Abyssinia to hold her neck under the
‘butoher’s knife, A now diplomacy haa indeed arisen
fn the world! ‘

The weakness of the League consists, not so
much in the Big Powers being unwilling to enforce
-sanctions agminst an aggressor, but in the League
permitting aggroseion to take place under its own
-guspioes, though a less harsh name is to be given to
aggression.

SHORT NOTICES.

“THE HILL BHUIYAS OF ORISSA. By SARAT

"  COHANDRA RoY. (The Author, Church Road,
Ranchi. ) 1935, 22cm. 320+ xxxviii p. Rs. 8.

MR. ROY has been one of the most enthusiastic and

-golentific workers in the field of Indian ethnology for

over a quarter of a century, and he is & recognized |:

authority on the primitive tribes of the Central Hill
Belt of India. The present monograph is the fifth
-of & series, and the standard has baen well maintain-
-ed.
assistance to students of early Indian culture and
traditions as well as of modern Indian mooiety,
‘Thus in the surviving Bhuiya traditions of their
origins and in their culture and raocial affinities may
be traced the Epioc Puranic traditions about aborigi-
nal and pre-Aryan tribes; in their kinship taboos
and licenoes, and terms of relationship may be found
instructive parallels in certain grades of Bengali
-Booiety ; or in their marriage and ooronation forms
-and ceremonies may be discovered the source from
which the Vedie marriage and coronation derived
.some of their peouliar features. As examples may

one the Puranio association of the pre- |
be mentioned (1) D | Congress politios was published. As we go through
. theee pages, the various viocissitudes of the national
. sbruggle for freedom stand before the mind’s eye and
{ Bhuyias of Assam* being an_important subsection [ We are abla to_visualize this struggle properly and
- consider it in all its bearings. These nine hundred

. pages of choice and select reading would supply the

.Aryan Rikshas with Magadha (‘ Rikkis of Magadh’
from whom the Bhuiyas claim deocent ), and of the
pre.Aryan Bhaumsas or Bhumijas with Kimartpa

and a subjeot of legends); (2) terms like * barai "
" putrd ', ‘dbangri," ete., jesting relationa between
grandparants and grandchildren, husbands’ younger
brother and elder brother's wife, eto, and mutual
taboo between & man ard his younger brother's wife,
.oto, whioh are all prevslent in Bengali sooiety; and
{ 8 ) the ‘dharl-para’ and *jhika’ forms of marriage,

Studien like these are of great interest and [

i which recall the Vedic aourtship in the villages or
- at the ' Bamana ® followed by the Gandharva form of
' marriage, and the Vedic elopements and oaptures
. of the Rakshasa ( Riksha, Arkaha or ‘Rikhi'=
¢ Bhuiya ? ) form,—or the Bhuiya installation rites, in-

cluding 8 mock human sacrifice (mefish), coronation
speeches and oaths, and the significant ceremony of
standing on the striped tiger akin, all of which have
close parallelsin the early Vedic “ abhiseka.™ It
would indeed appear from ethnological studies like
these that the Vedio and ancient Indian oivilization
wag reslly a synthesis of pre-sxisting indigenous

. cultures of different grades and localities brought
. about by the politioal domination of the incoming
' Aryans, who took much but gave little else than that

synﬁheais. -

'8, C. SAREAR,

' CONGRESS PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES

FROM THE SILVER TO THE GOLDEN

JUBILEE (1911-1934). ( Natesan.) 1934,

200m. 9idp, ' _ .
THE Indian National Congress oommenced ita

_glorious career in 1885, i, e, exaotly flfty years ago.

It is intended by Cougress authorities to celabrate
the Golden Jubilea of the premier national organi=-
sation by bringing out a nicsly written volume
containing a record of the achievements of that body.
This volume is mnot yet published. Meanwhile
Mossrs, Natesan & Co. of Madras have been com-
memorating this Jubilee by bringiug out in two
volumes the Congress presidential addresses. The
volume before es containe the presidential addresses

. 8ince 1911 and the presidential addresses af the first
‘ twonty-five sessions will ba inolnded in the other

volume which will shortly be out. Sinee the late
Mrs. Besant published her “How India Wrought for
Freecdom ™ no other equally valuable book about

necessary inspiration to Indian readers and
"the necessary instruotion to KEuropean and
' #m;rion.n readers. It is a most valuable reference
- DOOK,

A,

| Mg, JOSHY’S SPEECH.
ORIMINAL LAw AMENDMENT BILL,

The following i3 the lext of the speech My, N, M.
Joshi made in the Legislalive Assembly on 18th Sep-
tember on the Criminal Law Amendmeni Bill,

IR, I am very grateful to you for permitting me
to put in a brief plea on behalf of human free-
dom, The legislation which the Assembly has

been considering is one of & series of repressive Aots,
firatly, restrioting personal freedom in legitimate
activities, and, secondly, investing the exeoutive with
powers which should belong to the judiciary. Legis-
lation of this kind is abhorrent to my inatinots and
inoonsistent with principles which I have imbibed
during the course of my eduoation and publio life.
‘When the original legislation was disoussed in. this
Legislature in 1932, I opposed it. I felt that such
legislation unneceesarily restricts our freedom. It
was said that we should not placs oo much value

upon abetract prinoiples of freedom. I do motshare

that view. I feel that abstract principles of freedom
are of great value and we should fry to follow them
as much as possible. However, admitting that ab-
stract prineciples require to be modified in real life, I
would like to consider this logislation from a practi-
oal point of view as it affeots the working classes of
this oountry. I feel the Honourable the Homa
Member was unnecesearily pessimistic about his
roading of the present situation. I think he and the
supporters of the Government unnecessarily stresaed
the difference between the suspension and the with-
drawal of the civil disobedience movement. 1 feel
there is no difference between suspension and with-
drawal. Thereis nobody in this House who will
insist upon any one of us here awearing an oath that
we shall never offar civil resistancas to legislationm,
however outrageous, however unjust that legislation
may be. ( Opposiion cries of “ Hear, hear™.) I
wonder whether the Honourable the Home Member
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‘himself will take an oath that he will never offer
resistance to any legislation, however unjust. I feel
that the terrorist movement in this country is,
fortunately for wus, admittedly declining. The
economic depression has not only reduced the
strength of the Communist movement, but has
brought the ordinary Labour movement to a very
low level, Unfortunately, im our country, there are
communal clashes; but I have every hope that, with
the passing of the Government of Inda Act, providing
foar adequate separate representation to all the ming-
rities and making statutory provision for giving to
the minorities their due share in the public services,
communai ill-will in this country will diminish. I,
therofore, feel that, in the present situation of the
country, there was absolutely no justification for the
legislation which the Government of India have
brought forward before the Assembly.

With your permission, 8ir, I shall now very
briefly examine the various elauses of the Bill ; and,
being interested in the welfare of the working olasses,
1 shall first take up the clause referring to picketing.
Picketing, when accompanied by intimidation,
obstruction, violence or encroachment on private

.property, can be dealt witk under the ordinary law. I
have got some experience of how the magistrates
deal with picketing during strikes. Innine strikes
out of ten, the magistrates have succeeded, legiti-
mately or somatimes illegitimately, in putting down
picketing ; and T, therefore,. feel that there was abso-
Iutely no reason why this clause should have been
introduced as affecting the working olasses of this
country, Pickefing means peaceful persuasion, and
I foel that this is a right which the working clasges
value as being neoessary for the maintenance of
their standards of life, There is no method by which
the working olasses of this country or of any
country can maintain their standards of life and also
better their standards of life, without sometimes
refusing to work for their employers. To refuse to
work unless the conditions are satisfaotory is a right
of every human being, That action is sometimes
oalled a strike. I fecl that on some occasions a strike
i8 not only desirable, but absolutely necessary if the
interests of the working classes are to be protected ;
and if a strike is declared by a majority of members
in an indusiry, ie it not the duty of the maijority to
try to persuade the minority to join them in that
strike ? I feel it is not only the right of the majority
of workers to persuade the minority to join them in
their strike, but it is their clear duty to do so. By
enacting this section against peaceful picketing or
poaceful porsussion, I feel that the Government. of
Iundia are putting themselves on the side of the em-
ployers. The justification given by the Honourable
the Commerce Member andithe Honourable the Home
Member is that there is no such thing as peaceful
pioketing. I admit on certain ococasions picketing
Jeads to violence, but what justification has the
Honoursble the Home Member or the Commerce
Member for saying that violence is always due to the
aotion of the workers? When the working classes
resort to picketing, what do the employers do? The
employers try to colieot together, mot bond fide work-
ers, but rowdies in the town and send them inio the
factory with the objeot either of frightening the
workers who are on strike or sometimeg of deliberate- .
dy creating violence. It im not, therefore, right to
say that violence is due to the action of the working
legses or the workers. If pioketing is to be prohi- |
bited because it leads to violence, not necessarily by
the action of the workers, may I ask, Mr, President,
why should not black-legging be made illegal? Un-
fartunately black-legging is regorted to by the em-|

-ployers, and the Government of India, by ‘pasaingi
this legisiation, are anxious to place themselves on'

the gide of the employers. ( Cries of *“ Shame * from
Congress Party benches. )

Mr. President, the next section of this legisla-
tion with which I should like to deal very briefly is.
the section dealing with illegal organizations. It
was said that this sectidn is only s ocomplementary
section to another Act passed in 1908. Let me make
it quite clear, Sir, that I am opposed to that Aot also,
and if T am opposed to the Act of 1908 I must oppose
what is 'called & oomplementary or supplementary
legislation to that Act. Freedom of assooiation is
snothar right greatly valued by the working classes.

PROF. N, G. RANGA : And pessants also,

MR. N. M. JOsSHI : And, by passing this legisla-
tion, the Government of India is taking away that
right. Mr. President, during last year, the Govern-
ment of India declared certain labour organizations
illegal. I do not know if the Government of India
hed inquired whether the mejority of the members of
these organizations were Communists, I am sure
thet the majority of the members of those organiza-
tions were not Communists, If there ware any
Communists in those organizations, their number
was e¢xiremely small; and if some members of

labour organizations are Communists, is it a suffi-

cient ground to declare an organization illegal and
to suppress it that a few of its members are Commu.
nista? I know that most of the organizations which
were declared illegal were not engaged in doing any
revolutionary work, They may have carried out a
fow strikes, but I am sure there'is no evidenoe to
show that they were engaged in revolutionary aoti-
vities. I feel that legislation declaring organizations
jllegal will be very harmful to the interests of the
working olasses. If may be said that the Unijon with
which I am connected or others who ara of the same
view ag myself are connected have not yet been de-
clared illegal. Buf what guarantee is there that,
when you have a law on the statute book which can
declare almost any orgsanization illegal, the orga-
nizations with which I am conneocted and the orga-
nizations with which my friends are connected will
not be declared illegal next year or the year after
that? Mr. President, I do not wish to deal any more.
with the defails of this section, ’

I ghall now say a word, Sir, about the sections
dealing with propaganda. It was gaid that the
section pemalising republication of an article or a.
book which is progeribed or forfeited follows as a
matter of logical sequence. I fail to understand how
there is a logical sequence between the forfeiture of
a book by (Government by executive action and
making thé ‘republication of that book a penal
offence, The first act itself may be a wrong thing,
the proseription of a book may be an unjust sotion,
and, if that is 8o, tha republication of that book
oannot be made & penal offence. If there is a logical
sequence at all, it can only be in the forfeiture of a
bock and the proseription of the republished copies.
Bat it is wrong by exeocutive action to forfeit a book,
and, then, when that book ie republishad, to consider
it to be an offence. The original forfeiture may be
a mistake unlesa thak forfeiture was investigated
and deolared right by a judicial inquiry.

Mr, President, the Honourable Member, the
District Magistrate of Midnapore asked—do we
want men of straw to own presses and papers ? I do-
not know, Sir, what the financial position of tha
Honourable Member is. He may be a wealthy
man, but I want to ask him whether the poor people,.
the ccmmon people of the couniry, have absolutely
no right to express their views by means of a news-
paper or to maintain ® press in order to express their-
views? Why does he insist that the printing
industry and the newspapers should always be iz
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<the hands of weslthy peopie? I was surprised, Sir,
to hear that phrase “men of siraw” from a Districl
Mngistrate. I had always felt, Mr. President, that
District Magistrates olaimed to proteot the poor
people of this country. I mever thought that m man;
-appointed specially to proteckt the poor people of this
-country, would have that contempt for the common
people of this oountry. I shall not say snything
more on that point. '
Mr, Preaident, I do not wish to deal with the
-details of the section dealing with the press, but I
would like to make one remark as regards the sec-
‘tions whioh are intended to put down any propa~
ganda which discourages reoruitment either to the
military or tothe police service. That oclause will
prohibit even mere progaganda on behalf of what I
may call pacificiam. There are men in this world
‘who do not believe in wars or in the military forces,
Have they no right at all to say that the Governments
have no business to maintain armies for wars?
If tomorrow I publish an articie esying that the
police in this conntry ara not properly psid and if
-morne Magistrate takes the view that my statement
has discouraged recruitment to the police, I shail be
liable for prosecution. I feel, Sir, that all these seo-
tlons dealing with picketing, illegal organigations
.and the press restriol our freedom without any
_justification, ' -
It was said, Mr, President, that it is always
bettor to prevent a8 wrong being done, I agres with
+he general principle that prevention is better than
-oure, The real difficulty in handing over power to
our Magistrates and the suthorities in general is the
faok that we have no confidence in them. Our ex-
perience has shown that the preventive powers given

-40 the Magistrates in this ocountry have notf been

properly used. They imagine dangers and ricks
where they do not exist,

I shaell not detain the Hucse by detailing many
-exampies which have come In my experience, but I
-shall give a fow. .There waa a strike in the province

of Madras a fow years ago. The backbone of the
+ntrike was broken, but some of the workers kept out
of the factory, merely becange they felt ashamed to
-join work after having gone on strike. My Hounour-
able friend, Mr, Giri, and myself felt that it was
wrong to allow these peopls o suffer. So, both of us
together went &o that place with the intention of
telling those people to go to work immediately. I
~osn swenr on oath that I had no other intention. I
persuaded the leaders of the men of the rightness of
‘the oourse which I thought they should follow. The
leaders asked me and Mr. Giri o address a meeting
next day. The meeting was held, we went there, but
.-an order was served both on M. Giri and myself
{ Cries of “ Shame " from the Congress Party benches )
that our speeches weore likely to cause bloodshed. It
is only one examnple. I will give you another, a more
recent one.

Last year there was a strike of textile workers
in Bombay. That strike has been declared legal both
by the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Bombay and
the Xigh Court of Bombay. During that strike, some
people took a leading part. The Government of
Bombay, under the new emergenoy legislation, put
in jail about 20 paople, who were leading the etrike,
without trial. Mpr, President, I shali give the latess
example that has happened. Between Poona and
Bombay, there is a place called Ambernath where
there is & matoh factory. Only a few months ago,
there wan a strike there, and, without any provooa-
tion on the part of the workers there, the Magistrate
isaued an order that within some miles of the factory
no meeting should be held and that not even a leaflek
‘l.hould be disiributed. ( An Honourable Member:

*“ They have done it in Malabar also.™) In spite of

these restrictions, the strike was seitied by negotias
tion. After the strike was settled, a friend of mine
who is interested in she workers of that faotory iswus
ed a leaflet explaining to the workers the termes of the
settlement. The Magisirate hauled up that gentle-
man ( Ories of “Shame™ from the Party
benches ) and fined him Rs. 200, With these
exporiences, Mr., President, do you expect me to
invest the Magistrates with these preventive powers ?.
( Cries of * No, no ™ from the Congress Party benches.)
I ahall say only a fow worde now as to whebher
this legisiation is likely to servae the objeot for whioh.
it is intended, It is esid that this legislation is
intended to put down terrorism. Mnany speakers:
have spoken on this point at length, but I shall eay:
only one thing. I feel that if terrorisam can at all be
put down, it ean only be done with the co-oparation:

| of the ‘common people: of the provinee in which:

terrorism exiats. Unfortunately, in our present:
political situation, oco-operation from the common’
people cannot be expected. Secondly, if we consider.
the economic eituation of the province I hold very
strongly that 8o long. a8 the permanant
gemindari  system with all. its ramifieations:
of firgt degree, second degree, tenth degree?
of landlordism exists  in Bengal, .it: will not be:
easy to reduce unemployment in: that province. I*
feel that if the communal hatred is to be wiped outs
from our country, it oan be done, motby negative:
means of legislation, but by positive and sonstruc-i
tive efforts. Solong as there is religious fanatioism i
in this country, so long as there is religious ortho-1
doxy in this country, communal hatred will remain. '
Unfortunately, the greatest supporter of religious
orthodoxy in this country is the Government ofi
India. 1 maid, during the Ilast Session of the
Assembly, that I am not a Communist. I agree-
with a part of the philosophy whioh the.
Communists preach, but I do: not believe in the:
dictatorship even of the proletmriat. I do not aleoi:
believe in the uwse of mass violence in which the ¢
Communists believe, Although I hold shat consti-
tutional agitation and parlinmentary methods will
give me what I want I equally feel that the Com-
munists have a right to say that constitutional
methods and parlismentary work may not lead us to;
the goal which we all want to reach. I feel, Mr.
President, that if Government are anxious that the
people of this country should have a strong faith in.
constitutional agitation and parliamentary methods, .
it will be wrong for Government to prevent disous-:
sion between the merits of oonstitutional agitation
and Communism, If Communism is to be prohibit-
ed in this country on the ground that it prsaches
the use of viclence, may I ask whether the Governs
ment of India have taken any steps to prohibit the
entry of Fagoist and Nazi ideas into this country ?
Why don't the Government of India prohibit:
Nazi idess coming into India? I feel &hat if Com--
munism is not to be allowed into this ecountry, that:
can happen only by two means. There must be per-
feot freedom of expreseion of views, and, secondly,
oonstruotive steps should ba taken promptiy and on-
a muoh vaster soale. I do not wish to deal with this
point any further, but I should like to say that legis-
lation of this kind whioh restriots our liberty weighs -
on our minds as n constant nightmare, It is all
very well for people, who.pit on my left and who-:
themselves are the  Magistrates exercising:-
authority, to =ay that the law will be applied.
only to those who break it. The othere have:
no fear It iz all very well for my friend, Mr.
James, to say that the law will only be applied to
those who bresk it. The law is not likely to be:
applied to any Europeans. . If you will permit me = *
little exaggeration I shall say, Mr. President, that if +

*
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-4he Honourable gentleman from Midnapore or Mr.
James commits a murder in broad daylight in this
country, I sm not sure whether any one of them
will be hanged. Legisiation of this kind frightens
ug; It hinders the free expression of our views, It
prevents free action on our part. 'We must, therefore,
continue to oppose such legislation.

Mr, President, before I olose, may I say & word
about what my Honourable friend, Mr. James, said
yesterday ? He said in England freedom is given,
beosuse the English people deserve freedom. The
Honourable the Commerce Member said that the
English people have a genmse of humour. The Eng-
lish people may have a sense of humour, but may I
ask him whether it is easy to develop that sense of
humour under the conditions in which we live ? That
gense of humour is developed in England, because in
England there is freedom of speech, freédom of
asdociation and freedom of action. The Knglish
people maintuin that sense of humour, because the
British Pariiament is supreme. The Englishman
has a faith that, whatever he wants, he can achieve
through his Parliament and throngh his platform and
presa. Indians have not got that faith. If our
Qovernment will give us freedom, if they will
give us self-government, I am quite sure, Indiana
will also develop a sense of humor. Unfor-
tunately for us, when Britishers, who love freedom
and self-government leave their country for imperia-
list adventures which they iry to enncble by calling
them imperialist responsibilities, they lose faith in
freedom and self-government, May I suggest to them
that, in order that they should be true to their tradi-
tions as Britishars, in order to be true to their his-
tory, as freedom-loving people, even when they go
out to further their imperialistio responsibilities, they
should maintain their faith in freedom and in self-
government. I hops, Sir, that the Governmeni of
India will withdraw this legislation, and if they do
not do it, I hope that this Legislative Assembly will
throw it out.

WHO SHOULD WORK THE REFORMS?

NDIAN public men who feel ealled upon to advise
the country as to what its responee should be to

the SBamuel Hoare scheme should have regard
not only to the immediate future but siso to what
may come after it, If ever a satisfactory relation-
ship is to be established between Britain and India,
between the West and the East, the first and most
urgent need is that each should take the other to
mean what it says. At the present time this is un-
happily not the case. The British, and Europesns
generally, expect the East to take them to mean
preoisely what they say. But they do not recipro-
oate the compliment, With reference to the Hoare
reforms, it has been persistently asserted by British

statesmen, with brutal frankness by some and in |

mora or less courteous language by others, that
Indian leaders were not sincere in their opposition
to the schemse, that there was no need to pay atten-
éion to them, and that they would saccept whatever
wag decided upon and presented to them as an
acoomplished fact. Indian leaders have not all con-
demned the scheme. Muslims have on the whole
aocepted it. The Justice party in Madras has not
only accepted it but bas consetituted iteelf its cham-
pion against all comers; Dr. Ambedkar's is the one
non-official name cited by Sir Samuel Hoare as a
-mupporter of his scheme and “the scheduled cmates”
whom he represented at the Round Table Conference
sbould be assumed to favour it. The Europeans, of
©ourse, support the reforms. QOutgide these elements,

disapproval of the socheme has been the ruls, There

are notable exceptions, particularly among those who-

took part in one or mora Round Table Conferences-
as delegates or sssoociates, Liberals have beoen as
vehement in protest as Congreasmen., It is of them
specifically that British protagonista of the reforros
have deolared that they would come round when the-
Bill was put upon the statute hook. If these leaders
now accept the reforms and undertake to execute
them, the opinion of British statesmen that Indien
protesters should not be taken seriously wili be con-
firmed. The next tirme any proposal is made, whether
within or outside the Act, it will be open to them to
point to their experience and carry it over the heads
of protesters. Not only will future expressions of
publio opinion be discounted, but Indians will mce
quire & oharacter for * bluffing,” the effect of which
will go far beyond political controversy., If Indian
leaders oan back out of their strong words of cone
demnation, when a proposal is pushed through in
spite of their dieaporoval, a premium is placed on
irresponsibility, The public cannot rely om their
spokesmen to stand by their convictions or what
were proclaimed as their convictions. Consistenoy
is not everything. It is, some one has said, the
bugbesr of small minds. The leader of men will not
hesitate to change his ocourse when new ciroum-
stances, not originally econtemplated, demand n
change. But that is quite a different thing from
changing his course when what has happened is
what he knew all along would happen. To be in-
consistent on principle is poor title to leadership.

Compromise, it is true, is the soul of politics. It
is also the soul of life, We have to make adjust.
ments constantly in our surroundings in order mere-
ly to live. In fact, life is nothing more than this
capaoity to adjust itself to variations in environ.
ment, But the adjustments of life have for their
purpose the strengthening, the enrichment of vitality,
of personality. An adjustment, a compromise, which
resulted in the weakening or impoverishment of an
organism, is maladjustment, suicide. Compromise ia
possible and legitimate when the parties to it are
agreed upon a common end. No compromise is
poesible when thers is no suoh common purpose, Can
we say thie of the Hoare scheme? What is the
central purpose of constitutional as distinct.
from ebsclute government ? It is that the governed
have the determining voice in the making of the laws
which thoy have to obey, in the raising of the taxes
whioh they have to pay and in the spending of them.
All else is subsidiary, Does the Hoare Act concede
this ? Lord Liothian, who is not a mere party politi-
cian but & man of intellectual and moral calibre,
avows in an article in the Twentieth Century, as a
conclusive answer fo all criticism of the Hoare Act,.
that it places the * initiative " in Indian hands. But
what is the good of giving the Indians the wheel
after taking good care to remove the engine and to
puncture the tyres of the car of State? With the
Governor on the top of him and the steel frame at the
geat of him, the Indian Minister will have about as
much initiative as the corn between the mpper and
nether millstones. We have in mind chiefly the
reforms at the centre, though the observations apply
also to the provincial part of the acheme, The scheme.
should be judged by its proposals for the centre.
Provincial sutonomy without responsibility at the
centre is dangerous if it be real, and if not dangerous
it is unreal. Autonomy by itself would ba beneficial
if it were by devolution from a unitary central gov--
ernment. But in the Hoare Soheme geparation is
more real than autonomy, for the provinoes have been.
separated in order to put them on the same level
with the States with whioh they are to federate. But
does the Aot put them on the seme level as Siates?
¢ iu. obvious to the most casual observation that the-
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‘new soheme opens wids the door of diplomaoy, extra-
«onstitutional propagands. backetairs approaohn_as.
“Tha provincial governments in all these respects will
o under 8 tremendous handicap &s -compaered -with
'“any;ﬂbﬂo& R [ ) T

a
The right thing in the circumstances is to leave
-those who believe in the scheme, the Musiims, the
% goheduled castes,” the Justice party, to * work’ it,
snd for the others to render them . such help as they.
.08R in carrying forward measures which are for the
good of the country, like prohibition, national educa-

tion and the economio regeneration: of the people. If -

they succead, well and good, If they fail, it cannot .

be said that the reforms have not had a fair trial as
4t will oertainly be snid if those who have condemn-

-@d them- all along undertake to " work”™ them,

‘whether with the avowed objeot of wrecking them
or with: s strong conviotion that they are “bouud
*to fail.—The Jndian Social Reformer, '

__FAMINE IN CEDED DISTRICTS:

My, R. Suryanarayana Rao, member, Servanis of
Jndia Society, Madras, writes : oo
HE recent raing have .brought
most of the tanks and some of them, according

to season reports, have even surplussed in most

-of the taluks of Anantapur. In Bellary distriot also
where the raing were not comparatively heavy the
-gensonal conditions show decided improvement. The
number of workers on public workes in Anantapur

and Bellary districts was 22,687 and 15,286 respecs |- -

tively in the week ending with 7th September snd in
the week ending with 14th Septsmber the numbers

fall fsupp!i;s" to -

were 18,461 and 13, 724. There ia no doubt that the -

prospeots seem hopeful and the acute distress which

was onoe recognised by Government as the feature
-of the famine-affected ares, has shown perceptible
signe of decrease. But, in spite of this hopeful out.
look, there are areas within the famine sone where
either the rains were inadequate or untimely and on
the works the numbera do not show perceptible
decrease. The rains policy adopted in regard to areas
whero ralns were plentiful, if appiied in the onse of
these arenn aiso, will increase the hardships of the
people. It is underatood that orders have besn igsued
to close down all works ou or before the 30th Septem-
ber. The suthorities will do well not to take pre-

cipitate action in respeot of works situated in ¢he °

arean referred to above, The fact that a large number
of workers still resork to these works as. compared
with other works is a olear indioation that atl is not
yot well and the people of these localities stil]l need
employment which agrioultural operations do not'
‘provide. Thbis is specially the oase in soms areas in
Anantapur distriot.

SITUATION IN BELLARY.

As regards Bellary district, the major part of the
affected area is situnted in the black ocotton traocs
where for the cultivation of main orops the North-
East monsoon is very important. This monsoon
has yet to set in. The esrly rains hava enabled the
sowing of Korra and Ootion and sowing, so far us dry
oropa are concerned, is considered satisfactory, : But
whether the normal seasonal - conditions bave been
satablished will largely depend on the raing recsived
during the North-East monsoon, It i understood
that even in this distriot orderas have been issued to
olose down the works on or before the $0th: Septems
ber. ' The number attending the works during the
-wae'k ending with 3rd September was 18,216 and that
.end}ng with 10th September was*-15,286, and that
«ending with 17th September was 13,734, While there

e

2

has ho doubt beén decrease in Suriibérs, -1 nok-db
very perceptible as in the oase of Anantapur distriet.

. 8o it is earpestly hoped the authorities will not take
" any steps -in: undue -haste buk .wait tili ¢
F East Monsoon betomes firmly-established. #

1) North-
%

It may be pointed out that when famine works
wore started the numbers were  comparatively sm
and as the distress beoame acute the numbers increas-
ed. In many works the fal} in aumber is not below
that at the time of declaration of famine. Till the
numbers go down lower than those at the time of de-
olaration of famine and the North-East monsoon seta
in, at sny rate so far as the black ootton soil traocts
arg concerned, there is 7io oase for closure of works. »

‘It is to be deeply regretted that provisions com-
tained in the ahapter dealing with Rains Polioy and

} Closure of Relief velating to gratuitous relief:are not
- being strictly followed. Gratuitous relief is now given
. in oases of extreme ‘debility. In view of the fadk

that workera had come to vhe end-of-their-sesouroes

| before they joined the works, they will be_hardly in

a position to maintain themselves and their depen-
dents, Moreover, some of them may be small patta-
dars, who must be finding it-diffioult to procure

' necesgary assistance required ‘evem: for. oultivation
" purposes, How can they manage to maintain their
. dependents slso till the time of harvest ? Expansion

of gratuitous relief at this period when the works ara
being olosed, should be the normal feature of famind
B

. administration,

NEED FOR HELP' TO-PATTADARS. ‘
As most of the sultivators, especially small pat-
tadars had come to the end ‘of theilr resources, they,
have no money either to pay for labour or for
food grain. They also maintain themsslves during the’
period: they -are angaged insgricultural operations,

' Unless these wants of the amall pattadars are fulfill+

ed, the early re-sstablishment of normal agricuitural.

' conditions cannot take place, An out-right grang

for each pattadar based on the needs for agricultural
operations is the best course to rehabilitate them:

| But (Fovernment would. naturally be reluctant to-
 ‘throw away' the generalrevenues even for such-a good

purpose, The next best ocourse is the granting of
short term * Taka»i’ loans’ ¢A¢ present, loans are:
being given for 'purchass bulls,. sinking wells,
seed . grain and subsistenoce, These sma]l pattadars.
who are alrendy indebted in most oases with their
lands mortgaged ‘oannot offer suffioient security to.
entitle them to these loans. But in any oase, they
must be helped to restart life, Will the Govern—:
ment be pleased to relax the rules governing the
grant of loane and make them available on the
saourity of prospective otops or on parsonal seourity
only ? As the sums to be given will be very small,
no great risk is involved, As a precautionary mea-
surae, these loans may be restrioted to small pattadars
only owning b aores of dry land or 2 aores of wet land '
or both, A study of the conditione prevailing in the
Ceded Distriots will disolose the fact that land ia’
passing into the hands of a fow and the number of
landless tenants and iabourers is increasing. This is
a disquieting feature of the situation, If the small
pattadars are not helped by Govsrnment now on the"
lines suggested by me, very soon the number of small
pattadars will become considerably reduced. If is in.
the intereats of the community to help them and put
hearf into them. »

1 trust these suggestions will recsive §yhpathetis™
oonsideration of the anthoritiecs and fhe. .Government -
will oontinue the generous polioy they have beem

| following till-now ,iqs:tqqd of altering 1t in the last

stage.
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ESTABLISHED 1911,

The Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank Ltd.

( Registered under the Co-operative Societies Act. )

Head Office : Apollo Street, Fort, BOMBAY. (Branches: 28)
Apex Bank of the Co-operative Movement in Bombay Presidency.

WORKING CAPITAL Exceeds Rs, 2,00,00,000
FIXED, CURRENT AND SAVINGS DEPOSITS ACCEPTED.
Terms on Application.
ADVANCES made only to registered Co-operative Societies.
COLLECTION WORK undertaken at almost all important towns in the Bombay Presidency.

Money deposited with this Bank directl§ benefits the agriculturists and persons of small means.

bor further particulars write to Managing Director.
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The Premier Indian Life Office.
Estd. 1913.

Head Office — BOMBAY.

UP-TO-DATE BENEFITS. LOW PREMIUMS.
BONUS:

Whole Life—Rs. 22-80 per Thousand per Year.

Endowment—,, 18-0-0 per
For Agency apply to—Secretaries and Managers,

Industrial and Prudential Assurance Coy. Ltd.,

Esplanade Road, Fort, BOMBAY.

- L

SUPREME FOR YEARS
SUPREME TO-DAY—
QUALITY ALWAYS TELLS

Mysore Sandalwood Oll B. P. quality, the finest in the world, is pertectly

blended and milled by a special process with .
the purest ingredients to make, -~

ndalSoap T

Available Everywhere,

COVERNMENT SQAP FACTORY,

BANGALORE.
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