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* I THINK Council entry is Dharme at this steage
~but not for myuelf, for [ have devoted myself 10
something else. My Sadhana at present is non-
violent disobedience of laws, Council entry will
prove a hindrance in the realisation of that end of
mine,"”

Thus wrote Mahatma @andhi to resolve the
doubts of one of his perplexsd disciples; Babu Shiva
Prasad Qupta of Benares, who oould not understand
bow Congresgnien, pledged as they are to 8 severance
of the British connexion, find it consistent with their
politioal oreed, on being returned to the legiclatures,
to take the oath of allegiance o the British Crown.
Politioians generally do not look too olosely into the

ethios of their conduot provided it serves the imme- '

diate purposes they have in yiew. Babu Shiva Prasad
Gupta too was not surprised to see that the geuneral
run of Congressmen took no objection fo swearing
their feslty to the King of England, but what tor-
mented hirs soul waa the factthat they did it under the
advioe of the Mahatma who always adheres ¢o Truth,
never awerving even by a hair's-breadth from it,
* [ ] -

THE Mahatma’s explanation is: “Council entry
waa deoided npon, seeing the present condition of our
oountry, and it is not good on the part of those who
take the oath to do anytbing against the Govera-
ment.” The plain meaning of it is that although
Congressmen still subseribe to the creed of indepen-
denos, they are to put it in ocold atorsge while they
are in the legislatures, doing nothing whataver to
promote their creed, " We had thought that Congrass-
men went into the legislatures to translate their ideal

to however small an éxtent, into & reslity, but we
now seo that we were mistaken. They are to do no-
thing against Government, :

* * *

BUT the hardest nut to orack is the fow sentencély
from Mahatma Gandhi’s letter givem at the be-
ginning of this Topic. The moral duty of all Coui~
gressmen is no longer the same. The Mahatma hims-
golf is to practise sivil disobedience—not immaediaten-
ly, but when a suitable opportunity offers; buf all
therest of Congresamen, weaker vessels, are to—well), .
go into the Councilsand do things which may be con-
doned in them, but which to Mahatma Gandhi would:
be sheerly immoral. ‘

‘We bave a difficulty here, We canr well under--
stand the Mahatma reserving to himself the toughest
job and warnivg all others off . it. But whatever
others may be asked to do should fit into a genersl:
scheme of things, It should be helpful to what he him-
self may be doing how, or later when he will actively-
resume oivil disobedience, But Couneil entry, to-
which Congressmen resorted if not vnder hia bidding, .
under hia advice and saunction, he says, “will prove-
s hindrance in. the realisation of the end” whiech hw-
wighes to fulfil by oivil disobedience. I% really looks-
like the G, H. Q. ordering the whole- of the army to-
join the enemy’s ranky. But it is not merely bad
generalship to which we wish to allude ; it is really-
the fact that he has lent his countenance to gomew.-
thing that he looks wupon as immoral or sinful. We-
thought no one, and leass of all the Maliatma, could.
do anything that partook of sin.

L ] * *

CAN soma one explain this to us? How we wish-
Charlie Androws were in India to interpret the
Mabatma's Gospal to those like us who are strangers-
to supra-raticnal things! But he' has just left the-
Indian shoree. Who ¢an now undertake the task ?

* * ]

A Pact with the Governor !

_ MR. JAYAEAR elaborated to & writer in the-

Times of India the process by which he felt confident -

of improving the constitution by working it “in a

modest fashion,” The explanation is as follows:

Mr, Jayakar pointed ous that the most important Jever- -
ago jn the censtitution which was in India's favour was -
that if it was worked in a spirit of compromise and oon-
ventions the genuine interests of the country would nat
suffer. If instead of trying to wreok it, the people’s.
repressntatives bent their energies to a search for the -
points of compromise thers would be no cooasion for the
oxercise of the special powers of thé Qovernors or the-
Governor-General. Nohead of the administration would
like to govern with the aid of epecial powers for any
length of time, snd that was the secrat behind the safe-
guards. The safoguards wers thers for exceptional
oo-asions when it was found impossible to prevent un-
[
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warranted injury to legitimate interests. Their use could
altogsther be avoided if no necessity for their application
weTe permitted to arise, Thus it was open to any Ministry
ta formulate ite programme in a modest fashion and enter
into a pact with the Governor whereby progressive
schemes oould be got through without a hitch.

Bimilarly a world of good could be done by the party in
power entering into a working understanding with Euro-
pean commercial interests and with the minorities, Both
these wanted only to * live and let live,” It should not
be difficult for the future Ministries to adopt & policy of
give-and-take towards these interests. Once they realieed
that the majority bad no hostile intentions towards them,
the element of fear would vanish, That meant the knock-
ing out of the basis and justifioation from the bottom of
the safeguards. Ib short, although the coastitution doubt-
less bristled with special powers and safeguards and
resirictions all these could be rendered inoperative if the
problem were approached with good-will and a construc-
tive wind.

L 3 * *

Don't Let us Get in Each Other’s Way !

A PAOT with the Governor is rather a nice idea |
Safeguards can easily be conjured awey by entering
into an arrangemenf with the Governor (and the
Governor-General ). The necessary arrangement
oan surely be brought about if we promise the
Governor in advance that we shall be progressive “in
a very modest faghion,” that we shall not come
within a shooting distance of any British interests,
and that we shall leave all dominant classes in
India free to exploit their position of vantage to the
full. Wesre only to make our humble submission
to the Governor, "“We shall never, NEVER, NEVER
got in your way,” and the Governor will at once
respond by saying, “Then I shall not get in your
way either.” How simple all this looks when it is
fully worked out | The difficulties of the situation
which appeared so overwhelming to minds uninitiated
in the arts of diplomacy vanish as if by & magician’s
wand, In the light of this new-found tactic, how
foolish must have appeared our Round Tsblers in
London who took their stand against the safeguards
and mede themsslves unnecessarily unpleasant at
the Conference | But it takes & real spark of genius
fo hit upon this simple-looking but all-sufficing
formula—" Don’t let us get in each other's way.”
It is marvellous !

* * ¥
Standing on Principle!

WRITING on the Italian—Ethiopian dispute, the
“Pioneer thinks that compromise has no place in the
golution of this controversy and that a firm gtand
must be taken on principle, This is really a dan-
geroue doctrine to enunociste in India though it has no
direct reference to this country. The paper says:
What should the Leagus do in the circumstances? To
our mind this is a cate where there 0can be no question of
compromise on any terms that Signor Mussolini is likely
at present to accept. Bo far from attempting to keep
Ttaly In the League, the Powers should congider whethey
his threats are not already sufficient cause to justify her
expulsion, Nothing is to be gained by “ saving face " at
the expense of sacrificing everything that the League
stands for. That mistake has been made once already. If
s firmer line had been taken with Japan, Italy might
never have been encouraged to this adventure, Botter
now to stand on prinoiple and face ths oconsequences,
whatever they may be.
Cannot the British Government and the League
avail themselves of Mr. Jayakar’s formula, devised
though it be for the special behoof of India ? Suppose
they decided not to get in Italy's way? We are in-
clined to think that the problem will be more easily

amenable that way. Abyssinia? Ask her to go down
Ttaly's throat—without causing Italy too much psin.
Why, there will then be no problem left! A
Jayakar is badly wanted in interoational politios.

» * »

The Mody Party.

UNDER this caption
follows:

Our Simla correapondent siates that stremuous efforts
are being made to bring into existence a party on the lines
proposed by Sir H, P. Mody in his recent speech at a
meeting of the Reform (Ripon) Club at Bombay, Among
those whose names ara specifically mentioned as support-
ors of the projeot are Sir Tej Bahadur S8apru, Bir Cowasijl
Jehangir and Mr. M, R. Jayakar. All three afe sericus
politioians and whether they have or have not got much
of & following among the Indian magses, it is cettain that
they are not witkout supporters among people Who are
likely to find a placein the Legislatures undet the new
constitution. There are, indeed, some men in the country
who are prepared to work any constitution, no matier
how bad or unaccaptable, provided it holds out to them the
proapeat of a gratification of their personal ambition. Suoh
men would jump at the idea of joining an orgauisation
promoted by a man like 8ir Tej Bahadur Sapry, though of
courss we have great doubts if Sir Te; Bahadur will con-
sent to publicly associate himself with an organisation
like the one proposed by Bir Homi Mody. For our part
wo would weloome the formation of such a party, not be-
oause we wish the new constitution to be worked as Bir
H. P. Mody and Mr. Jayakar want it to be worked, but
because it would be far better for the Congress and other
progressive parties in the country to have to deal with an
organised party of political reactionarias thantolavea
miseellaneous horde of non-descripts to contend with.

Wo entirely agree with our contemporary about the
desirability of those who believe in the renunciation
policy forming a party to give effect to it sc that the
reforms will have the best chance of success, as they
understand “success”.

» * »

No Hali-Way House.

IF the Congress includes the States’ people not a8
outsiders, but ss full members, it cannot merely use
them a8 its auxiliaries in its British Indian campaigns
and then leave them to their devices in their struggle
in the States, extending to them only its moral sym-
pethy. It mustsend some of its British Indian mem-
bers into the States to share the burden of the States’-
people’s struggle as they were made to undergo suffer-
ings in its Satysgraha campaigns. This ples, contain-
od in the statement of the Working Committee of the
Indisn States' People’s Conferenoce, is based on such
unanswerable logie that even United India and the
TIndian States has felt constrained to support it. In its
issue of 24th August the paper says:

We cannot help thinking that the Congress has put it
gelfin a false position by its policy-of recruiting membera
of the Congress from the Indian States. So long as this is
the case, subjects of Indian States have a right to demand
that as the Congress requires their help in the affaixs of
British India, so British Indian Congressmen muss ba
prepared to help the agitation for reform In the
Indisn States., The Congress has never looked at
the matter in this way and is now surprised that the
demand is made. The linguistio reason for inolading the
States as part of British Provinoes is hardly suficient for
ignoring the separate politioal jurisdiction of the Statey—
and the sconer the mistake is reotified and the Congress
confines its constitution as well an its activities to British -
India, the better for Britiah India.

Our contemporary is wrong in thinking that the States
people were admitted into the Congress only because

the Tribune writes ss
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of the acoident of their apeaking the same language
as their British Indlan confreres. They were admit-
ted with & view to their political emancipation. This
being so, the least that the Congress can do in
their behalf is not to distort the Caleutta resolution
on the States by interpreting “support” to mean mere
moral support, but to make an unequivocal declaration
that it is its moral duty to give them active support
to the fullest extent of its capacity. The Congress
may resetve to itself the right to deocide when n\_nd
how to implement the declaration, but a declaration
of active as distinguished from moral support cannof
be refused, and this is all that the States’ people
appear to us to wapt for the present.
+* * -+

Indian Tariff Policy.

EXCEPT for the vigorous terms in which the
Finance Member expressed himself there was nothing
remarkable in the exchange of views between the
President, Indian Merchants Chamber, Bombay, and
Sir James Grigg which took place recently. The
definitely Iaissez faire point of view of the Finance
Meomber {8 by now well-known to the public
through many of his utterances in the Assembly and
other places. And he gave in his Iatest speech a more
extreme instance of this when he declarad that all
that & government need and could do to foster
industry was to maintain a sound finanoial and
currency pelicy. This bent of the Finance Member's
mind may, however, we believe, have a salutary
effeot on the development of Indian Tariff poliey.
As we have had frequent ocoasion to point out
in these. columna the proteotive regime in
India is getting less and less disoriminating
day by day. It would seem that if Sir J. Gigg had
his way bhe would exercise a more oareful
scrutiny over the grant of proteotion to industries,

* * *

WHILE in his remarks regarding the grant of
help to industries the Finance Member put the agri-
oulturist and the oonsumer to the fore it was surprising
tofind him admitting that the reduotion in the income-
tax suroharges took priority over the customs surchage,
We would strongly protest against any such priority
being granted. The level of direct taxation in India
is not anything as high as in a number of other
countries while the tari¥ wall has suddenly mounted
up during the last fow years. The disparity in the
movement of the prices of agrioultural and indugtrial
prices has, me Sir J. Griggs himself emphasised,
oreatod a serious gituation in the country. Under
these ciroumstances it would be very unjust to cause
any delay whatsoever in giving the much needed
relief to the large body of consumers and agrioul-

turista.
* * *

. A NUMBER of other questions were raised by
Mr, Bubedar snd duly answered by the Finance
Momber, But none of the answars, sucsh as Sir J,
Grigg's belief that the Ottawa agresments are work-
ing out more advantageously to India than to Great
Britain or his protestations that the safeguards are
all in Iodian interests, deserve any special

comment,
% * L

Ichalkaranji Memorial Rejected.

THE JTobalkaranjl Jehagir had submitted a
memorial to the A. G. G. { Deocoan States ) protesting
against the orders issued by H, H. the Maharaja of
Kolhapur in the Ajra firing inoident. The Jehagir
has been informed in reply that “the memorial is
summarily rejected.”

The grounds on which the reply is based are two.
First, the Administrator of Iohalkaranji, Col. A. G.
Frere, in whose name the memorial was submitted,
is said to have derived kis appointment to the posé
from the Kolhapur Durbar, and the A. G. & argues
that a servant of the Durbar is not competent to
protest against its orders. The Jehagirdar of
Iohalicaranji was all the while under the impression
that Col. Frere was his own appointea and that he
bad delegated his own powers to him, the Durbar
having merely approved the appcintment. But the
Darbar claima to have appointed (ol. Frere direct,
though on the Jehagirdar's request, and the A. G. G.
bas allowed this claim.

* * *

MORE important, however, than this technical
point is the fact that the A, @. @, aceep's in full the
claim of the Durbar that it is itself responsible for
the preservation of law and order in the Jehagir and
that the orders of His Highnesa are therefore a
matter of internal administration, with which the
Paramount Power seea no reason to interfere,

‘We can only say at this stage that the A, G. G.’s
interpretation of the relations subsisting between the
Durbar and Jehagir is in flat contradiction t> the
interpratation generally put upon them by tha publie
at large, who will feel that a serious injustice has
been done to the Jebagir. A more detailed comment
would require expert examination of State papers,
whioh i3 not immediataly possible.

* » *

A New Approach to Terrorist Problem.

Repression by itself as u panascea against terro-
rism has failed of its purpose. That apparently is
the experience of the Bengal (Qovernment after ten
year's roelentless operation of that romedy. An admis-
gion in these terms will, it is true, not be found in Sir

| John Anderson’s reoent speeoh before the Bsngal

Legislative Couneil ; nonethelesa it is implicit in his

observations, How else ean his remark abouk the in-

definite detention of people with no prospsct of the

amelioration of their oondition being no solution of

the terrorist problem be interpreted if it does not-
virtually amount to a recognition on his part of tha.
failure of repression to put down terrorism, The..
rooognition, though belated, is welcome,

* E ] L

Sk JOHN ANDERSON'S speech holds out the hope -
that hereafter terrorism will not be met only by
repreesion and more repression. It will be eoupled
with measures designed fo turn terrorists into useful
members of sooiety. How iathiato ba done? Itis.
proposed to give to selected detenus a training whioch-
will enable them to assist in developing the country's:
naturel resources, This training will not aast tae
detenu anything but will be finanoced out of publio
revenues. The forms of agriculture in which the pro~.
possd instruction will be imparted will be fruit-farmea
Ing, kitohen gardening and the like, while on the
industrial side the young detenu would be taught
how to manufaoture articles whioch will yield a fair
profit and make the province palf-sufficient, 1In
the first instance, only a few detenus will be selec.
ted for this experiment. A% the end of the period
of training it is intended to restore them to Iiber-
ty provided their oconduct is found satisfactory,
Should the experiment prove- successful it fol.
lows that its scope will be extended to the whole
provinee, That the Bengal Government mear busi~
ness is shown by their appointment of Mr. 8.C
Mitter, the author of a book entitled “A Recovery
Plan for the Bengal” to be in charge of the new
experiment,

* » »
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‘Loharu.

DESPITE the faot that the public demand for an in-
dépendent inquiry into the recent happenings in
‘Loharu State is gaining widespread and influentisl
support, it apparently seems to have laft the Para-
mount Power unmoved so far. Their inaction in the
present case i8 in sharp contrast to the promptitude
with which they appointed committees fo inquice into
last year's firing incidents in Rampur and Kapurthala
States, Why in those casses they shouid have
shown so much concern for the loss of life that
occurred and why in the present case they
should not see the need of an impartial inquiry
with a view to satisfying themselves that only the
mipimum force was used in order to put down dis-

orders is difficult to divine,
* * *

IN reply to Bhai Parmanand’s request for an in-
quiry addressed tothe Agent to the Governor-General,
Punjab States, the latter's scoretary hes sent a long
letter to him, which is only a rechauffe of the official
version of the incidents issued earlier by the Durbar,
It is not known whether its iesue was preceded by any
personal iaquiries by or on behalf of the Agent or
whether he relied on the information supplied by

-the Durbar ss gospel truth. Even in the former
case, it cannol be a satisfactory substitute for inguiry
by an inderendent committee. It is obvious that
none but the findings of an imartial committee will
command the requisite measure of public confidence
and it is very necessary that arrangements for suchan
inquiry should be promptly made. Already a month
has been allowed to pass without any action in that
direotion, whioh is greatly to be deplored. It is not
enough for the Paramount Power only to help in
restoring order whenever peace happens to be dis-
torbed. It is equally, if not more, necessary for it to
guard agsinst the repetition of such disturbances by
assuring itsel{ that the people of the State have no

reasonable cause for complaint against the State ad-

¢ ministration.

- * -
The Home For the Blind.

IT is & very common misconception that blind-
ness is incurable. If treated in the early stages
by competent medical men, experience tells us that
it is pcssible to remove it. The number of the blind
in India is very large ; but there is reason to believe
that blindness in atleast 50 per cent, of these cases
might have been avoided by timely action, It is
truly soid that there is no effliction so great as blind-
ness. Those therefore that assist in its removal or in
making useful and self-supporting citizens of the
blind must be acclaimed as social benefactors. The
Poona Bchool and Home for the Blind is one among
meany similar institutions working under the auspices
of the Blind Relief Association. The aim of
the Association iz fo teach the blind personal
hygiene, reading and writing, musie, bota vocal
and instrumental, ete. The Poona Home was
started about seven months ago, but has dur-
ing that period turned out a credit able record
of work. It has at present ]0 inmates, only 2
of whomn are Brahmans—an eloguent testimony of
the cosmopolitan nature of its work. As a beginning
they are being taught mueic, in which work the Home
is receiving valuable co-operation from renowned
loeal musicians, The inmates ara so poor that they
have sometimes o be fed and clothed at the expense
of the Home. A dispensary started three months ago
for giving free eye treatment has so far treated more
than 125 patients, Such beneficent work eminently
deserves finanocial support from all well-wishera of
the country. We trust the municipality, local board
and Government which are being spproached for
financial assistanee for the work of the Home will
give it ungrudgingly.

POLICY OF RENUNCIATION.

R. WINSTON CHURCHILL has announced a
M renunciation of his former attitude of opposi-
tion to the Government's India policy and has
promised his cordisl co-operation in corrying out the
polioy in fubure. This is hailed by the British public
as a graceful and magnanimous gesture, and the
Anglo-Indian press too in general is full of praise,
though there is a section of this press whioh, fearing
lest the aunnouncement might only confirm the
widespread impression in this country that the dog-
fight between the Right aud the Left wings of the
Conservative Party in England was a put-up affair,
‘i rather chary of welcoming Mr. Churchill’s decla-
ration of his having buried the hatchet. The Pioneer,
for instance, wishes to reassure Indian nationalists
that the Baldwin sectiou of the Conservative Party
was really far more liberal than the Churohill
section on the Reforms Bill, and attributes what it
calls Mr. Churchill’s repentance on the Indie ques-
tion to nothing nobler than a desire to avoid an
expulsion from the party renks atthe hands of Mr.
Baldwin. But there is no need to discern such a
personal motive in Mr. Churchill’s announcement.
The British Parliament iz now for a long time quit
of the Indian problem. Even if Mr. Churchill
maintained his hostility he would have no oooasion

to show it for many a year. He can now well assume
an air of virtuosity, seeing that sll opportunities for
opposition are exhausted.

The question is if Indians are also to practise
renuunciation, following Mr. Churchiil’s lead. The
plea put forward by Mr. Jayakar or Sir Homi Mody
for complete co-cperation is really a plea for doing
in fact what Mr. Churchill has done only in form.
Mr. Churchill e¢an really neither co-operate nor
oppose any longer. But Indian nationalists can
actively follow either of the two courses that their
judgment may approve, What ars they going to do?
In this respect we wish to point out that the incon-
sistenoy of which the Pioneer accuses Mr, Churchill
will attach much more firmly to those in India who,
having declared that a considerable improvewent of
the White Paper proposals will be required to elicit
co-operation of the Indian people, will now urge
upon them, when the Whits Paper proposale have been
drastically whittled down, a polioy of unmized co-
operation. They will be regarded everywhere as
quick-change artistes, and we for our part should feel
at a loss how to defend them. But of one thing, we
feel cortain, every Indian will acquit them, and that
is a oharge of personal advancement which the
Pioneer brings against Mr, Churchili, Whatever
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fault may be found with their policy, everybody
will admit that they advocate it in a thoroughly
unselfish and disinterested spirit. But there is no
doubt that thefr polioy fs a policy of renunoiation,
of resignation, of surrender, of submission to wha
they look upon as inevitable. . :

‘Wae fail to see how those that are dissatisfied, and
thoroughly dissatisfied, with the reforms ean work
them in the same spirit of ungrudging and whole-
hearted oo-operation as thome that are satisfled with
them ; how they oan bring themselves deliberately to
avoid all measures which are likely to bring the
reserva powers of the Governor-General and the

Governor into action; how they can keep all the fime |

sorupulously within the four corners of the Aok
without bending any part of their effort to proving
its utter inadequacy to the demands of the pituation
and thus compelling the authorities to undertake a
radical revision of the Act, The vestad interests,
which the constitution has entrenohed still more
firmly, will naturally now desire nothing more than
a smooth functioning of the oconstitution and an
elimination of all conflict, but no nationalist can
join & party formed for the express purpose of smooth-
1y working the constitution in thiasense and side-
tracking all questions likely to oreate frictionm,
withont laying himsalf open to the accusation of a
flagrant betrayal of his prineiples. Onthe contrary,
1t is up to every nationalist true to his salt to put his
eonviotions to the proof by so working the reforms
that the innumerable grave defects in them thatery
out for a drastfc cure will ba exposed to the gaze of
the world and at a suitahle opportunity brought
to a head. We recognise to the full that it is necess-
ary at this juncture to steer olear both of a policy
of vain recklessness and of a policy of easy compla-
oency, butthe danger of the latter policy looms
larger on the horizon at the present moment than
that of the former,

The polioy of a contented working of the reforms
80 a8 never to displease or offend any of the vested
interests or the Governor and the (overnor-General
Is fraught with serious dangers. It will in the first
place compel our politicians to potter about busily
with trifling administrative detail and keep them off
larger schemos of saoial reconstruction, to acoom-
plish whioh alone oonstitutional reforms were soughé.
They will have every time to play to the gallery
of this specis] interest and that, for without doing so
-8 Brooth working of the constitution is in the vory
nature of things impossible. We are very glad to
find that the Christian paper, the Guardian, whioh is
as far from advooating wrecking taotios as any
journal can be, is with us in this matter, It anys in
a leading artiole In its last issue: * Working the re-
forms may also degenerats in the hands of the
workera of the reforms into the type of attitude that
hag been oreated in the dyarchio system of the
Montagu reforms. It is to preserve the smooth work-
ing of the administration at. any oost, SACRIFICING
EVERY INDIAN ASPIRATION AND EVERY URGENT
IMPROVEMENT REQUIRED BY THE PEOPLE™ For
suoh,” it adds, * wo do not need the proposed oostly

[}

cumbrous machinery. The bureancratic system is
infinitaly superior. If Indian statesmanship can do
no more than run fhe machinery, then a fow brown
bureauorats can do it better than all India parties.™
And the white bureaucrats will perhaps do it stilk
better. We entirely agres with our contemporary,
which is justly known for taking a sober view of

 things, that & frankly bureaucratic regime iz very

much to be preferrad to a so-called popular regime, if
the popular regime is fo confine itself, as it must in

- order to ensure smooth working of the constitution,

to the oarrying on of routine administration
without ever venturing upon what may bs regarded
as the dangerous paths of policy. -~ )

_In the seoond place the insistence that is placed
in reoent speeches on the supreme need of making a
ecompromise at every turn in order to give no oppor-

 tunity for the safeguards to come into cperation will
| lead to m feverish political manoceuvring based on_'
| nothing better than unprinecipled opporfunism, Even

if there ia no direct corruption and nepotism (though

| the scope for these would be none too restricted where

one unit of federation consists of Princes who have

' long purses and are under no obligation to account

for their expenditure to any human being), politics
will degenerate into a disgusting seramble for the
spoils of office. When a hodge-podge of a Party is
formed, including in its fold people who hold not
only differsnt but contrary opinions on major issues
of social and economie policy and who are enabled to
work in the same organisation only because thsy are
willing to put asgide their opinions with the object of
making the oonstitution successful, the political
demoralisation of the country that will regult froms
this process will be appalling. Who can deny thek
compromise has & legitimate place in politics ? But
when a policy of wholesale compromise is preached

"ms if it were & prinoiple in itself, it bacomes neces-

sary to point out that evary act of compromise js a
departure from prinoiple. The departure may be.

| neoessary in the ciroumstances of the time and can

be justified as well on moral as on prudential_.
grounds, but every compromise requires justification..
with reference to the particular circumstances and:

. oan be allowed only if such justification is fortheom~

ing. To ask all parties to wunite in working
a oonstitution, never mind in what way, but only
8o 88 to keep the Governor and the Governor-General
out of the picture is to tell people that principles ara
of no account and that expediency is the only deity
to whom ineense should be burnt, When prudenca
Is being made into a religion, will no ome speak of
the importancs of a sacrificial devotion to principle ?
Wae rejoice to see that the "Guardian, in the artiola
reforred to above, has boldly given a8 very much
needed warning in this respeot.

Above all, wa must not sacrifice the general *
mass of people to the privileged olasses, as we
must do if we set out with the objeot of working
the oonstitution without fristion. ‘Where peace and
justice are found fo bo ranged on opposite sides, ' we
must unhesitatingly choose for justice, leaving peace
to take care of itself. They will be doing serious-
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harm to the people who will, for the sake of pursu-
ing the will-o’-the-wisp of making the constituticn
work smoothly, try to kill the spirit of opposition in
the country. Let us use all the resources of prudence
wo can command in canalising this spirit in proper
ohannels, not in killing it. '

THE STATES' OPPORTUNITY.

HE anxieties of tha States are for the moat part

relieved by the changes introduced in the India

Bill during its passage through Parliament,

but the States are not yet altogether without a

grouse, The States’ Ministers’ Committes will meet in

Bombay tomorrow to consider the federal provisions

of the Aot from their point of view with the help of
their legal adviser, Mr. Monckton.

It is reported that some of the States feel shat

fClause 6, which is the crucial Clause, is not yet |

quite satisfactory. Their partioular objection is to
the provision which gives power to His Majesty to
faccept or reject an-Fnstrument of Acocession that a
-State many offér to be bound by. The purpose of this
provision is obvious: it is to bring about gome kind
yof uniformity of conditions in which the States will
come into the federation. Sir Samuel Hoare, as
Secretary of Stste, stated on numerous occasions
that, while the States might be allowed to take out
a subject or two from the Federal Legislative IList
for reasons the justification of which would have to
be proved in each case, they would be expected on the
whole to sgree to the List as it stands in the Ack.
This is only one of the several matters on which
an approach tounsnimity will be required, and in order
4o enforce suchk unanimity the British Government
must have the power to examine every Instrument of
Accession, and, if it falls short of the desired standard,
not fo accept it If the Government be under
=7 obligation to &é6ept every Instrument offered,
then obviously thers will be no approach to uni-
formity. The States aecept: in principle the position
that the British Government should have the power
to accept or rejeot the terms of federation offered
by them just as they themselves retain to Their
Highnesses the unfettered discretion of accepting or
rejecting the terms of federation offered by the British
(overnment. The only trouble is that they fear
that while they themselves will be reasonable, the
Seoretary of State on whose advice His Majesty will
act may be unreasonable, and they want a private

assurance that he will be particularly reasonable im:

dealing with them. We have no doubf that they wiil
- got the assuranoce. But the States can go further and
gay that, while they themselves have the right
to scrutinise the terms of federation, the British
Government should have no right to scrutinise their

] Thstruments of Accession. Well, they can say that,
Clause 110 #lso i said to cause them comcern.
]The Clause safeguards the sovereignty of the Brilish

Crown, but there is no provikion in the Adt to eafe-

guard such sovereignty as r#ill remaing with the States.
They were told that if suck' o prowision be ingerted
in the Acb it-would ba subjeot to the interpretatibn

of the Court, which might whittle away their
sovereign rights, and that therefors they would be
bebter off without a statutory provision., The States
are not, however, to be hoodwinked in this way. If the
British Federal Crown's sovereignty is not in danger
of being impaired by a spesific provision guaranteeing
its maintenance, why shouid this bogey be raised
only when a similar demand Is made by the States?

The Princes are quite right. Let them fight on
this as well es other matters. If they fight
valiantly enough they will win, They have now the
whiphand over the British Government. Having
passed an Act which requires for its implementation
the States® adhesion, the British Government would
now Iook foolish if, no matter for what reason, the
States do not adhere. Let the Princes make what
terms they pieahe. ghd thb British Government will
have to agree. The Act is passed it is true, but it
can Be amended, and it will be amended—if only the
Siates hold out long enough.

For instance, the question of paramountey has yet

' to be solved, The British Government is putting off

the States on this question with the answer that para-
mountey is unconnected with federation and consti-

 tutionel reforms which alone it is considering. There

may be no connexion between federation and
paramountcy, but the negotiations on federation are

- the only leverage which the States can use to get a

satisfactory solution of paramountcy, They make it

' & condition, therefore, of their.entering federation

that the British Government's paramountoy rights
shall be properly defined, If these words ‘properly
defined” are properly interpreted, they mean that the
paramountey rights should be drastically scaled
down.

The Princes’ paper, United India and the Indian
States, says:  Another matter which will have &
definite effect on the progress of federation is the
willingness of the Paramount Power to accommodate
the Princes in connexion with their demands r¢ para=
mounfey. We do not think we are exaggerating

" when we express it as our deliberate opinion that the
| gatisfactory seftlement of this question will consi-
' derably expodite the datoof the sdvens of Indian
- federation. ™
their demand and they put it too mildly too. That

The Princes are much too modest in

ig our only complaint sgainst the Princes. Why
ghould théy be asking merely for a limitation of
paramountoy ¥ Why. not for its total abolition ?
And why should they say, * a satisfactory solutlon
of paramountcy will render federation easior,
instead of boldly saying what they in fact mean, “a
satisfactory solution of the question of paramountcy
is an indispensable condition to their agreeing to
federation ? ™

Are there still any Princes who think that to
ask for & complete elimination of paramountey would
be an extravagant demand ? Wo hope not. But
agsuming that there are some, we would oall their
attention to what the United States has done in Cubs.
The United States has altogether abrogated the Platt
Amendment whioh empuwered her to exercise rights
of aupervision over Cuba corresponding to the British
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Government’s rights of paramountey over the Indian
States. Wby cannot Mr, Baldwin do to Indis what
Mr. Roosevelt has done to Cuba$ The Princes, no one
oan doubt, are a very pa.triotw Iot, and wa may there-
fore still expect them to ginger up their demand, and
say In the olearest possible terms to the British
Qovernment : “ None of your paramountoy now.”
Will they do it—not in ‘their own interests, of couxae,
but in the Interests of the Indian nation?

What is then to happen, some ene may ask; to
the subjects of the States? The Princes will answer:
“They have never come into the picture so far; they
shall not come Into. the picturd hereafter.’’ .Add
the British Indian patriots will say Hurrah |

)
INDIAN' LAND' PROBLEM.*

'8 is well-known, nearly 75% of. the population in
India is dependasnt directly or indirectiy on:
the produce of the soil, land revenue.constitutes

the main stay of provinoial finances; and thd new
constitution is oaleulated to enfranchise a very large
fraction of the peasantry. The importance of a
proper appreciation of the lamd problems ocannok
therefore be overemphasized; and Dr, Mukeriee had
rondered an invaluable service in presenting. in this
book much valuable material for an intelligent study
of this important subject. 1

~ The book consists. of leotures delivered: under
the auspices of the Caloutta University, subsequantly
amplified. It is ap attempt, within the compass of
a single volume, to deal. with numerous oconiplicatod
and diffioult problems connected: with land syatems
in Indis. By adopting both comiparative and: histo«
rioal methods, he has shown that “ the: drawbacks
and deficienoies of peasant farming on the one hand
and of feudal land-holding and absolute landlordisot
on the other are not peouliar to Indis. In other
oountries, similar ocauses have produced epimiianr
¢rangfcrmations of the relations of the' agrarian
population with its reactions on agriculture * (p. 4).
Basod on the data- furnished in numserous: publioa~
tions, botk nen-offivinl and official, chiefly Settle-
mont reports, and also; on enquiries .conducted per-
sonally at great pains at places as wide apart &sl the
Punjeb and Malabar, East Bangal and the Berer, the
author has painted & realistie picture of’ the deplor
able condition of the motual tillex:of the scil;. whick
he atfributes: to the prevelence of absentes-land-
lordism, sub-infeudation; fragmentation: of holdings;
sub-letting, indebtedness, inequitable system: of: land
taxation and various other oauses. Before suggesting
appropriate remedies he has passed In review the
aotion taken in recent yeara-in' several oountries in
gouth-eastern Europs snd fn Russia, and hes pro-
minently brought ouk the faok thabt owing: te the
steady increase of landless: labourers the ohironio
poverty, discontent and under-feeding among the
bulk of the agricultursl popdlation and the back:
ward stete of industrial development in the’ dountry,

* LAND PROBLEMS OF INDIA, By RADEAKAMAL
MuoxeRIER:  (Qaloutte Universiiy: Readersbip Lestures.)
{ Longmans & Univeralty of Oalontta, ) 1033, $5om. 260p. 9/

as:tuatxon fraught with da.ngerops posmbllltias is
fast davelomng which, if not tackied in time, is
almost gure to lead to revolution, ohaos and wides
spread distress, Mr. Mukerjee is however eareful bo
point oub that the -remedial measures, invelving
oomprehens:ve legisiation, vigorous executive: action,
8 cousiderable expenditure oi money . snd a demdad

change in the mental outlook of the paopls must
neoessar:ly take time,

The: basic ides, whioh: would readily cethmdnd
univérsal acceptance, ie that early steps must bd
taken to-inprove the Iot of the tiller of the: s6il. - To
this end; Prof, Mukerjea offers,; amdng othets; thd
following siggestionsi With the help of a deientific
systerh of sgricultural costing, a! repreésemtative’ ool
nemio holding, i. 4. 4 minimum area capable: of betng
cultivated by, and of supporting, the Members of dt
average family should be determined, which stodld
vary according: to the agrioultursl’ oonditidds of
the warious: parts of the countvy, Sub-divisibng
smaller thaa an evonoiie! holding! shbuld! be: prohi-
bited by legislation, No additionto' s holditik: shiould
bo permitted which canrok: be dultivatdd' " ‘BSF’ thd
msnusl labous of the cultivators® farmily' (p. 3‘151)1
The law of inheritauce ghould be' o changed as to-

permit & ‘ preferred” lieir of & deceased' Holder to
sutoeed to-an economic holding} fhi¢ coiipensdtion' to
the remsaining shareholders being determined notf on
the market value of theli sharé but according to’ an
assumed margin of agricultural profits’ Cpp 83-64)!
The State'should sdvance loang to' the *preferred’
héire, repayable in easy instalrhénts, inl order to
enable them to pay eompensition to'the dispossessed
shareholders; Scattered holdings shonld b3 ocoms
solidated with the Help of legislation. Surplu¥ land
owned by the bigger landlords'8tid the more" welllto.
do-tenants should be compulsorily acquired by Gov-
ernment ahd redistributed, in suitable economie
holdings; among those whe hewve been deprived: of
$hair inkeritance and also those who owi unecono-
mio holdings, The cost of acquisition should be met
by Government in the firat instance; to be recouped
partially from the'new holders- in easy instaliments;
The surplus labour should be drafted- to new: indus:
trial conoerns whioh should be eet up presumably
with Govarnment assistance (pp. 60+61), Sub-letting
of tenancy. land should be prohibited by legislation.
A, system of melayage should be: devised undem
which the landlord should provide agricultural ocapi»
tal, machinery, expert: guidance and: immigration
facilities, the produoe of the soils belng divided- hailf:
snd half by the landlord and the cultivator (p. 194
The State should render. more sotive assistanca
through the Agricultural anfdl Co-operative: depart=
ments, by introdueing improved: methods of produg<
tion and marketing, by means of subsidies and loanst
on easy terms, Non-economie holdings should ba
exempted fromy msgessmert. The revenue assessed
on land should be; substantially reduced; while- the:
agricultural. income ghould be subjected tor ai pro¥
grossive soale of taxdtion with o view to taxing the
non-culidwating laridlords! tensnts and middle-mew
out of existence (pp. 299-500).

L4
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Here in a formidable list of reforms, a few of
which, though quite reasonable, are hardly practi-
oable in pregent conditions, while several others are
frankly Utopian and openly revolutionary. We
have space to touch only on & few salient points.

Whatever may be the outcome of the messures
adopted in South Eastern Europe or in Russia, the
conditions prevailing in India are so entirely
different that, short of a revolution, mo organised
party is, under present condions, likely to embark on
a policy of wholesale expropriation of landlords,
which must necessarily be followed by expropriation
of other capitaliste, involving the nationalization of
the key industries in the ocountry. In any osse, the
landholding and capitalistic interests being safe-
1y entrenched behind the safeguards imposed in the
new constitution, a proposal of this type may be
ruled out as being beyond the range of practioal
politios,

As regards some of the other propoesals, the prac-
tical difficulties attending them do not appear to
have been fully appreciated, For inatance, there is
nothing novel in the system of agricultural costing
recommended by the author. A reference to Baden-
Powell's Land Systems in India, Vol. I, pp. 205-297,
828, 338, will show that similar principles have been
1aid.down in almost all provineial Settlement Codes.
Unfortunately, most oareful enquiries conducted by
experienced sottlement officers have failed to obtain
dependable statistica for the determination of econo-
mio holding or the profits of agrioulture as a basis of
asgessment, The provisions of the C. P. Settlement
Act and the Berar Land Revenue Code, on which the
author sets much store, merely codify the astanding
instructions on the subjeot, and it is believed that
enquiries since held under the provisions of these
Aots have so far proved inconclusive,

The author admits that, if land revenue was
assimilated with income and uneconomio holdings
were exempted from assessment, the larger portion of
the present land revenue would disappear altogether
(p. 304). It is clear thorefore that, although there is
undoubtedly a greai scope for & more equitable dis-
tribution of the taxation on land, the suggestion of
the author is hardly such as ean be given effect to, so
long as the existing expensive machinery of Govern-
ment is left intact. :

On the evils of sub-infeudation and subletting,
the learned author has made several thoughtful
suggestions whioh merit serious consideration. It may
be pointed out, however, that, in spite of the drastio
restriotions on subletting which have been in foroe in
the C. P. for nearly 40 years, the number of rent-
receivers has rigen by 52 p, ¢. in the C, P, and Berar
(p. 217 ) due to the increase of subletting. At p
197, the author very ocorrectly observes, "Not merely
in the permanently settled tracts but slso in other
parts of India, the substantial cultivator is relinquish-
ing his personal labour in the fields and depending
more and more on hired labour or on the share system.
This is an ominous system, which is bound later to be
followed by a conflict :between the higher and lower
peasantry as in ‘Russia and Qermany.” Again, at

pp. 104-1053 appears the following observation : “In
the wore fertile areas {n Bengal (as in other provip-
ces), the practioe of subletting is due not so much to
inability as to unwillingness to oultivate, the ryofs
being too prosperous and indolent to care to till all
their lands themsslves,” In such ocases, reduction of
asgessment, as proposed by the author, would merely.
put & premium on indolencs and restriction on sub-
letting would result in & loss of production. It
would appear, therefore, that mere restriotive legisia-
tion is not likely to be effective, as indeed, it has not.
proved effective (p. 166) in checking the admittedly .
growing evils of sub-infeudation and subletting.
Working for profit is implicit in the oapitalist system. *
The dootrine of ‘buy cheap and sell dear’ is being
constantly preached sinoe the days of Adam
Smith and is in keeping with human nature. Until
the whole outlook on life undergoes & radical change
and until individual members of & community learn
to subordinate their almost insatiable greed for
wealth, fame and power, the exploitation of one
claes by another is almost sure to make its appear-
anoe in some form or other,

The author is on much firmer ground when he
chastises the landlords for their failure to do their
duty by the tiller of thesoil. The criticism applies
with almost equal force tothe intelligentsia gener-
ally. In other countries, on retirement from active
life, successful businessmen, politiocians, administra-
torg, civil servants, educationists, writers and others
often settle down ir the country-side and mseke &
ureful contribution towards the enrichment of
village life. In Iudia, unfortunately, such persons
invariably gravitate towards provincial headquarters:
or big towns, either for the sake of the better ameni-
ties whioch town life providesor in sesrch of what
they consider to be better opportunities of gerving
their country, with the inevitable result that the
interests of the villages, which are denuded of their
finest products, necessarily suffer. Descendants of
such persons often live a life of indolent ease on the
profits of the savings of their ancestors, thus making
themselves parasites on the society, much the sams
a8 the absentee landlords, Patriotic appeals made
to impressionable youths and others to go back to the
land have proved ineffective. It appears, thersfore,
that, unlese and until persons of character, influence
and unqueationed integrity decide to settle down in
the village and to work fhere in a missionary spirit
it is doubtful if the question of rural uplift and the
problem of rural poverty can receive the attention

they deserve.
AN EX-REVENUE OFFICIAL,

A eviews.

POST-WAR EUROPEAN TRAGEDY.

RETREAT FROM GLORY. By R. H. BRUCE
LOOKHART. ( Putnam, ) 1934, 23cm. 372p. 10/6.

THE tragedy of post-war Europe is very graphiocally
deseribed in the book before us by Bruce Loockhart
who sojourned in almost all the ocapitals of Central
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. Europe in the capacity of either a member of the
British Foreign Logationorsa Financial Agent or &
journalist. The book reads like & novel with situa-
tions for Iaughter, frivolity and tears.
of the book indicates, it shows us glory and at the
same time shows us the consequences of the short-
sighted arrangements at the Peace Table,

The book has got ssveral good features. It con-
tains the impressions of one who was in intimate
touch with politics and personalities in _Cantral

" Europe after the war, Secondly, the impressions are
not those of 8 nationalist Englishman but those -gf
one who is an internationalist and who is not afraid
of attacking the foreign polioy of his country when
it was directed to serve French chauvinism. Lbastly,
the book is written in a delightfully readable style
with personal confessions hers snd there which
make us laugh.

The book opens with the impressions of Bruce
Lockhart after his return from Russia. Brusce
Lockhart was next sant to Prague, as Seoretary
under Sir George Clerk and during his stay in the
-Cgoohoslovakian oapital was sble to geta correot
idea of the nowly oreated State. The author is very
favourably impressed with the achievements of
~Cgeohoslovakis, especially when the other com-
. ponent parts of the pre-war Hapsburg Empire were
-fant pinking down, This {8 what he writes on p. 87:

The Czecha, at any rate, have made good thbeir slaims
to independence. At a time when Central Europe was a
kind of witohes' caldron bubbliog over with corruption,
debauchery, dishonesty and decadence, they furnished the
one justification of a nation’s vitality. They produced
the men—and I write without exeggeration the
exouptional men whom the moment demanded.

Bruoe Lockharl gives tabloid sketches of the leading
~men of Cgechoslovakia who have made their ccuntry

what she is tocay. Of these character sketohes thoze
-of President Maearyk and Dr. Benes are the beat.

With regard to the Ansohluss movement, the

"learned suthor has some very interesting views, The
«(Jermans favour it, for it will unite the Germans
and Austrians, The Austrian attitude to the Aune-
chluse, 60 far as the learned author waa able to judge,
varied with the trade barometer. When economio
oonditions were bad, ninety per cent, of the Austrians
woere for it and when they were good ninety per cent.
did not favour the idea, The author points out gra-
phically the evil consequenoces of the tariff walls
botween the component parts of the pre-war Austro-
Hungarien Empire and says that the best system is
that which, while safeguarding the politieal liber-
ties of the new States, would help to restors the fres
flow of trade between the Suocession States.

Chapter Saven is very Interesting as it desoribes
the interview of the learned author with the ex-
Kniger, The interview was arranged through the

. afforts of Xarl Friedrich Nowak, the historian and
- the man of confidence of the ex-Kaiser. It is inter-
esting to note that the ex-Kaiser who was furious at
the publication in England of * The Lettera of the
Ewmpress Frederiok ™ with s preface by Sir Fraderick
Ponesonby wanted to take legal proceedings against
the publishers, but was advised by Nowak and
Bruoe Lookhart not to do mo as legal proocsedings
would give still wider publicity to the book and
unpleasant notoriety to the ex-Kaiser's name. On
Bruoe Lookhart's advios the ex-Kaiser wrote a dig-
nified explanation of his relations with his mother
and it was published in England and Germany.

Not one page in the book is dull and we bave
no hesitation In saying that it is an excellent book
-on politios anq peraonalities in Central Europe

As the title |

during the fourteen years following the Treaty: of
Versailles.
M. V. SUBRAEMANYAM,

—

INDIAN EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS.

PRESENT DAY PROBLEMS OF INDIAN
EDUCATION. By M. M. ZUHURUDDIN AH-

MAD, (The Author, Ismail College, Andheri,
Bombay, ) 1935. 20cm. 89p. Re, 1/4.

THIS is a gketchy essay on Indian educstion with
special reference to the Muslim view-poinl as repre-
sented by the author. The chapters on* Brahmanic
Education " and * Eduoation under Buddhism " do
full justice neither to the Brahmanie nor to the
Buddhist period. Probably that was noi possible
within such a short ocompass, The author would
have done better if he had acquainted himself with
the social conditions in the Upsanishadic days. Very
erudite women, qualified and capable to cross sworde
with masters of Jlearning, are mentioned in the
Upanishads, a pura indication of women not being
debarred from the domain of learning.

The author's outlook as indicated by his view
of the -preveiling system of education in India is,
however, refreshing, though' many wili join iseue
with him when he observes: “But if the ultimate
objeot is to develop an Indian Nationalism and mass
education is to be gpread with a view to this ideal,
then the only one vernacular which is suitable to
beecomse a medium is Urdu, ” Why not Hindi, which
would be easily acoessible to 8 comparatively greater
mass of Indian population ¥ Without disproving the
claims of Hindi, the author has set up the claima of
Urdu as an all-India medium in rather an ¢pse dizit
mauner, The wholesale introduction of the Urdu
medium in the Hyderabad territory has done grave in-
justice tothe local vernaoculars, vig,, Telugu, Kanarese
and Marathi. It would be idle tothink of uprooting pro-.
vincial vernaoculars in favour of a common medium,.
A better and surely more practicable way would be
to encourage provinecial wvernaoculars in their respec-
tive tracts and to introduce Hindi ms a compuisory
second language, with a view to have & common
lingua franca. What is necessary is one lingua franca
for Indis—not necessarily one medium of instruotion.

Discoursing on the * Purdah ™, the author agrees
that “ it is really a great obstacle not only in acquir-
ing knowledge but also in living the life of & free hu-
man being.” But he would not cordemn ** Purdah "
a8 it is meant * to guard zealouely the honour of our
women."” He reiterates that * Isiam is very partiou-
lar about ohastity and regards it as one of the great-
est virtues of moral life. ¥ But chastity has been the
greatest virtue in all other religiona as well, though
“ Purdah * hes not been prescribed by any of them.
The author has displayed a halting attitude towards
this sooial practice which eannot possibly be justis
fied on grounds of reason.

M, S M,

DEVELOPMENT OF THE THEATRE.

THE THEATRE AND ACHANGING CIVILISA~
TION., By THEODORE KOMISARJEVSKY. [ The
Twentieth Cantury Library.] ( John Lane.) 1935,
20om. 183p, 36.

NO one cculd be better qualified to write on * The

Theatre ” than Theodore Komigarjevsky, himself &

leading rdgisseur {director) of the present day, Every

artist, actor and lover of the theatre should havea
copy of this boak in hie library. A brillisnt survey
of the Britich and European Theatres with their con~
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gtitnents of soenery, stage production, actors and
playwrights, the book compels attention from all
artists,

It shows an extensive and intensive study of
“ the art of the theatre ” which in Komisarjevsky's
opinion, is “the combination of all arts and which, by
means of the emotional dramatie action of a theatri-
cal performance, leads the spectator into the world of
imagination and ideas,” The funoction of the theatre
should be to foster and uphold social and political
ideas of the finest type and not have “the sole object
of amusement of the peaople.”

The author carefully deseribes the work of the
régisseur. “ Such a man to be proficient must be an
actor as woll as an expert in all the arts which
together constitute a performance. He must visualise
and hear a production as a whole, He stresses the
importance of * the harmonious conoord of the scenic
environment with the acting * and also of “ the value
of mugic and of rhythm in acting,” Incidentally,
the advice he gives to mctors through criticising the
methods of individual actors is very instructive. It
is interesting to note that he considers that an actor
should alwaya study the play as a whole and never
try to over-emphasize and act down other parts, the
seoret of a successful actor being his realisation of
the importance of the'play as a whole and not as an
unbalanced one-man show without cadences snd
olimax,”

For my part, I should like to “ read, mark, learn
and inwardly digest’’ his views omn acting, they are
such wholegome, intrepid criticisms, utterly free from
pettiness and carping. The incomparable Sarah Bern-
hardt, of whom one hes heard such eulogies, is des-
cribed by him “as an acting automaton whose art
chiefly consisted in exploiting the outwardly effeo-
tive qualities of her own stage and private persona-
lity ( entrancing while young)."” On the other band,
his praise for another great name, that of Garrick, is
unstinted. Again, Mlle, Dumesnil is another to
gain his meed of praise for giving up the monofo-
‘nous recitation and also for suiting the action to the
words instead of using formalized movement which
was often meaningless. Howaever, it is not my inten.
tion to summarise the methods of acting of the many
actors Komiearjevsky bas mentioned. I have only
cited a few instances to awaken the interest of would-
be roaders.

Whether one accepts or rejects his opinion, he i®

ocourageous enocugh to criticize the stage productions :

of Irving, Tree, Gordon Craig and Reinhsrdf, and
there is eincerity in his arguments. He blames
Reinhardt for starting the vogue for super-specta-
cular scenery. Hoe follows the development of stage
scenery from canvas and wood painted by erude
workmen and left to fhe discretion of carpenters, to
the time when Léon Bakst and his disciples asso-
scinted with Diaghiler of Russian Ballet fame, and
formed the first painter artists of the symbolic school
of scenery.

His own vision of stage setiing coincides with
that of his sister Vera Komisarjevsky, in whose thea.
tre at St. Petersburg ho started bis careerand of whom
he says: “In her various charaocters she did not repre-
gent individual woman only, but was the ideal and
truthful impersonation of every phase of human joy,
happiness, suffering, misery, love, jealousy, indigna-
tion, eto,” a description of an actress who fairly
oozed with personality and created atmosphera. Can
it be wondered that she should want “a revolu-
tionary theatre of big realistic forme of iheatrioal
expression suitable to her ideas? For “as an aoctress,
was she not a realist possessed with wide spiritual
horizons and inexhaustible inner energy ", There-
fore she naturally looked for ® the form of scenic

environment which would not divert the attention of
the public from the actors and wovld give reslistic
suggestions of things instead of showing the naotual
things themselves, in all their minuteness.”

The author's closing remarks on the theatre and
films which have bscome commeroialised are note-
worthy., He deplores the cupidity and stupidity of
the producers whom he calls “ profiteers of human
imbecility” and yet he wonders “whether they do not
overrate the emptiness of human heads.” Finaslly,
he draws the conolusion that the oulprits are the
capitalist propagandists who " give the people what
they need to keep them slaves for ever, There ia much
information in this book that is quite unknown to
the average person, for the oriticisms and analysis of
stage production and development are of immense
value. The fact that the revolving stage was a
Japanese invention is news to me. To amateur,.
connoisseur, or mere desultory theatre-goer, I recoms
mend this book, perfectly convinced that they will
be much interested and if by the remotest chance
they are not they ought to be )

MIRAVATI,

SHORT NOTICES.

A SELECTION FAROM THE SPEECHES AND
WRITINGS OF SACHCHIDANANDASINHA.

(RAM NARAIN LAL, Allahabad) 1935, 505p.

22om. Rs. 5.

MR. BINHA'S public life has been as long as it has
been all-pided, According to Mr, Chintamani who has
written a foreword to this volame, Mr. Sinha’s publie
life extends over two gonerations, And of its all-
pidedness no better proof is needed than this collec-
tion of bis speaches and writings, The subjects dealt
with in it range from the working of dyarchy to
musio, a study of Mr. Sinha's views on all of whioh
will be found to be of both intereat and instruction to
the present generation. It is true that some of the
subjects which are discussed in his speeches are no
longer live issues. XEven so an acquaintance with
the thoughts of a leader of Mr, Sinha’s standing on
such topica cannot but be useful. Nay, this is strongly
to be commended. The book is dedicated to Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru and has a very readsble apprecia-
tion of Mr, Sinha from the pen of the Congress
President, Babu Rsjendra Prasad.

The classification does not, however, appear to be
systematioally done. The personal section should
contain not only the two itema now figuring under it,
but also his speeches on the late R. B. R. N. Mudhol-
kar and Mr. Whitty, which are unaccountably con-
signed to the misecellaneous section. Similarly, there
is no reason why the “Sapru-Sam Hoare controversy
—A Survey in Prose and Verae” should not be trans-
ferred to the political from the miscellanecus section.
| An index would doubtless have added to.the obliga-
tions under which the publishers have _lald the read-
ing publio by thia publication. But it is promised for
the second edition, should one ba called for, We
have no doubt the volume will be found of great use
by all students of publie questions and will, we doubt
not, command a large sale. T.B.G

THE PAISA FUND SILVER JUBILEE NUM-
BER, 1935. (The Secretary, 626, Shanwar
Peth, Poons, 2. ) 26om. 108p.

THE contents of this publication are more compre-

hensive than its title leads one to expect. It is only

| to be expected that it should give exhaustive informa.

! tion sbout the Paisa Fu nd—how the idea originated,

' how it was translated into action and who helped in
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making & success of it. The album not only fulfls
the reader's expsctations in these respects bub con-
siderably adds to his knowledge sbout the present
position of the Indian glass industry. Indeed tbe
album might have been more appropriately qnd
without exaggeration styled “ All About the Indian
QGlass Industry.” Asitis, it gives the reader more
than its title promises.

it is generslly supposed that the idea of a
national fund originated in the Decoan and that Mr,
Antaji Damodar Kale was its originator. The album
tries to disabuse the public mind of that misconcep-
tion, It seems that the idea first ocourred to one
Tarapada Banerji who took great pains o popu-
larige it. -Bub the credit for demonatrating the prac-
ticability of the idea must unquestionably go to
Maharashtra, And in this matter the Fund will
always remain under a deep debt of grafitude to Mr,
Kale who at great personal sacrifice unaparingly
devoted himself to the diffioult task of winning popu-
lar support to the Paisa Fund schems, It ia unneoee-
sary to take the reader through all the stages through
which this pioneer undertaking has passed, Suffice
it to note that the (Hlass Worke are now self-support-
ing, having returned almost the entire capital the
concern had received from the Fund, But commereial
suooess is not the acme of its ambition.
is to popularise technioal instruction among the
youths of Maharashtra and for that matter among
those of the whole of India, To this end a wall
thought-out programme has been chalked out by the
organisers, to whose appeal for a sum of Re. b lakhs

THE

Tts mission |

1v;ivil;hin & period of five years attention may be drawn
ere, '

The large number of photographs printed in the
volume add to its atiractiveness and impressiveness,
Tha list of glaes works in India and the graphs show-
ing imports of glass and the map of India showing
lecationa of glaas faotories appended to the album will
be found generally useful. We commend the album to
ali those Interested in the glass industry in general
and in the development of the Paisa Fund soheme in
partioular,

D. vl A.

HISTORY OF KERALA, VOL. Ill, By K, P, PAD-
MANABHA MENON, Ed, by T. K. KRISHNA
MENON, (Cochin Govt, Press, Ernakulam).
1933. 250m. 660p. Rs. 8.

THIS patriotic work has all the merits and some
of the defects of works of that olass. It is a very full
and sympathetio aooount of the various important
and unimportant, indigenous and foreign tribes and
commuunities in Kerala; it is really an ‘ethnology’
of Kerala, and not its ‘ history,' aund as such it is
full of ocarefully observed and classified facts and
features, the scientifio merit of which is a little
‘diminished by perhaps natural attempts to olear
the peoples of Kerala from uninformed allegations
of moral depravity or low culture. To the solentific
ethnologiat and soociologist, variations in sex-rela-
tions are adjustments of a soclety to environments, or
manifestations of special lines of psychophysical
dovelopment in which queetions of * morality®
in the popular sense do not enter. Mr, T, K, K,
Menon haes done well in emphasising the antiquity
and basic importance of Dravidian culture in Indian
history, both continental and colonisl, and the part
played by Kerala in that oulture and bhistory ; his
tentative suggeations on the important subjeot of the
diffasion of Dravidian oulture certainly deserve
sorious consideration and further careful working out.

8. 0. SARKAR.

IMPERIAL SILVER JUBILEE COM- .
MEMORATION VOLUME. ED., By AMAL
HOME, ( Central Muniocipal Office, Calouttsa. )
1935, 30em. 128pp. Re. 2.

THIS dainty volume is *a thing of beauty and joy
for ever,” 1In artistic finish, matter and format,
it takes precedence over all the rest in the feld.
The first chapter deals with the private and publio
life of Their Majestiea bringing out prominently the
many aspects of their qualities of head and heart,
while the second surveys in genersl the great events
in the world’s history that were crowded into these
twenty-five years of Their Majesties” reign. The
remaining chapters, appropriately enough, deal with
the events in India during fthe pericd. This
gouvenir was published after the calebration of the
Silver Jubliee all over the Empire, and the Xditor
has taken advantage of the delay to inoclude in if

the homage paid to their Majesties in various parts’
of the: Empire including Indis. The souvenir is

profusely and well illustrated. Printed on art paper

and with many ooloured plates, the souvenir is a

superb production and does great credit to the

printers, Two rupees for such B sumptuous artistio

production is & marvel of oheapness.

KAUNDINYA,

 SOME ASPECTS OF RURAL ECONOMY IN

THE PUNJAB. BY. B. K, MADAN, (Rama

Krishna & Sons, Lehore.) 1934, 34om. 53p. Re. 1,
THIS is an economio survey of the village of Hari-
pur (chak 6) situated in Shekhupura distriot. This is
a canel colony wvillage, divided into six mbadis, and
the land belongs to big holders, The ownersare
practically sbsentees. The tenants ars poor and
eke out a meagre living. Dr, Lucas, in his preface,
says that thelr present precarious position has driven
them to part with the gold they had hoarded in pros--
perous days. This village is fast decaying and
its story is really tragie, The population which
stood at 1032 in 1900 is now 372, and these too are
waiting for an opportunity to quit the village. The
oultivated srea of 1737 acres in 1906 had come
down to 1332 in 1923. The oanal irrigation
instend of bringing with it prosperity had practically
taken ruin with it. With the introduction of eanals,
tha lovel of sub-soil water began to rise, and made
the land alkaline and unfit for cultivation. This
problem of water-logging cannot be easily faced.
Pumping the subsocil water, water-proofing the canals-
and constructing surface and subsoil drainages are’
alt costly propositions and they may not be paying
ones either, The poor and hardworked tenanis have
to oontend against heavy rents and these unfavour-
able natural conditiona.

The aspecte of rural economy which have been
taken up for study here have been thoroughly done
nnd(1 the author degerves praise for this useful
study.

N.8. 8.

EMINENT AMERICANS WHOM INDIA
SHOULD KNOW. By J. T. SUNDERLAND,
" (R. Chatterjes, 120/2, Upper Ciroular Road,
Calcutta. ) 1935, 200m, 283p. Rs. 3.
THE average reader always thinks of America as
the land of the Almighty Dollar, as the land where
Carnegies and Rookfellers flourish. Dr. Sunderland,
in the volume under review, supplies us with iater+
esting pen pictures of fourteen eminent American
men and women whose active and suocesaful idealism
has been their ohief title to glory. The sketches of
Abrabam Linooln, of Emerson and of Thomas Paine
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in parhcular are fine specinens of Dr. Sunderiand’s
style and literary oraft. India is on the road to
fraedom and social reconstruction and so the study
and oontemplatlon of the Jabours and achievements
of workers in the ﬁeld-—-even when these workers
have lived and thrived in other countries—is bound
to be stimulating. We beartily recommend this
book to the reader and trust that Dr. Sunderland or
somebody else will write on the same lines s bhook
desling with the lives of * Eminent [ndians’.

A.
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