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tOPICS OF tHE WEEK. 

THE Secretary of State for India now explains 
'hat his promise to request the Union Government 
to a\low Indian interests to be represented "upon 
tbe Commission" bas been interpreted too literally, 
and that a\l he meant was that an official and a non
offioial s)lOuld be given a chance to represent the 
oase of the South African Indians before the Commis
sion as witnesses. If so, it is not only Indians 
who understood him to say that· representatives of 
India should sit as members of tbe Commission, 
but even General Smuts who promised:as muoh in 
80 many words, for he said in reply to the Durban 
Indians' address: "India will be represented by 
mR7IWer8 on the Commission." It is clear, in view 
of this authoritative declaration, that if India~. re
presen tatives are given a status lower than 
tbat of full members, the Union Government is now 
going back from its pledged word. There is. all the 
difference in the world between your plaoing faots 
befors others to help them in arriving at a deoision 
and yourself having a hand in that deoision. 

•• • • 
THE distress in ssveral distriots of Ea.t Ben

gal caused by the cyolone of the 24th:September 
last has not attraoted as much attention and sym. 
pathy from outside provinoes as it ought to have 
done. Duriug the dark night of that fateful day sev
eral thousands of persons were swspt away, luhs 
of people rendered homeless and penniles .. property 
worth lakhs and lakhs disappeared in a few hours, 
and all tbis oame on tbe top of a famine which we 
have not yet left behind. A stretch of oountry, 
abou t .0 miles wide and over 100 miles long, has 

been converted into a colossal ruin by the forces 
of natu~e. The people of East Bengal have a right 
to expect that the various provinc8swill send out 
their sooial workers in dozens and hundNds, equip
ped with funds from their own areas. to feed. the 
hungry, to clothe the naked and to set them once 
again on their feet in every way. The distress is so 
wide-spread, and the affected parts of the pNsi
de;'cy so very defioient in means of commuuication 
that even the Government with its official agency 
has not been able to· get full and detailed reports of 
the extent of distress in the interior, though it is 
now five weeks since the oalamity of the AmavaSYIl 
night. 

• • • 
THE ServRl).ts of India Society is taking it& 

humble share in the relief of distress. From its 
Jamshedpur centre of work it sent out two mem. 
bers, soon after the event, to the SCene of the dis-

· aster. It is busy oollecting funds in Caloutta and 
J amshedpu~ and has appealed for help from the 
Bombay Presidency. Bombayhasnot yet responded 
to the call; the fund has amounted only to Rs. 3,20() 
oontributed chiefly by Marwadi and Gujerati mer
ohants of Caloutta. Jamshedpur has been able to 
send out six volunteers and is ready to send more, 
if need be. Three centres of relief are opened, two 
in Bagerhat sub-division of· Khulna and one in 

· Munshiganja sub-division of Dacca. Dhotis, bani-
ans. blankets, sa.il\, bamboos, ooir string and other 

· hutting materials, rice. &:c., are wanted urgently 
. and are being sent from Caloutta and J amshedpur 
out of the money availabl~. We request the public 
of Western India not to let this. opportunity pass 
of assisting our deeply distressed brethren of East 
Bengal and thus giving a practioal proof of our 
COmmon nationhood .. Remittances may be sent 
to Mr. A. V. Thakkar, Jamshedpur (Bihar and 
Orissa:>, and they should ba sent as promptly aa 

· possible, to ba of the greatest:. use. 
• • • 

THE first number of Uflited. India, tbe new 
weekly started .by Mrs. Besant in England to 
watoh ove~ Indian interests, has been received by 
the last English m'ail, and we hasten to extend Our 
cordial welcome to this new and splendid sentinel 
of the national movement. The get-up of the new 
weekly:beats every otber weekly devoted to Indian 
affairs, whethe~ in India or in England, andJhe list 
of contributors it has seonred is unrivalled. The 
tirst number oontains artioles on "Discontent and 
Repression in India" by Sir Sankaran Nair; "Cons-
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titution of New Provinces" by Dewan Bahadur M. 
Ramachandra Rao; "Provincial Governments under 
the Bill'· by the Hon. Mr. C. Y. Chintamani; "The 
Central Government in India" by the Hon. Mr. 
V. S. Srinivasa, Sastri; "South Africa" by Mr. 
Henry S. L. Polak; "Indian Reforms and Indian 
Labour" by Mr. B. P. Wadia; "Essential Points of 
Indian Reforms" by Mrs. Annie Besant; and "A 
plea for the Indian Ex-Soldier" by an English offi
cer. Among other contributors whose co-opera
tion it has secured are: Sir Krishna Gupta, Mr. 
Surendranath Banerjea, Dr. Sapru, Mr. Yakub 
Hussain, Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, Mr. Edward 
Carpenter, Colonel Wedgewood, Mr. Nevinson and 
Mr. George Lanshury. It will be seen thatlall of them 
are men pre-eminent in their own several walks of 
life, who are acknowledged authorities on their 
respective departments of work. Needless to say, 
articles from such distinguished experts on their 
own special subjects will be read with the greatest 
pleasure aud profit by all sections of the public. 
The editorial notes are terse and scintillating. The 
news! reviews, etc. are varied and interesting. .. .. .. 

THE opening note in its first number sets out 
its policy in a few well-ohosen terms :-

The flag carried by United India can bear but one de· 
vice. tho ideal enshrined in the heart of eV9Ty true Indian 
-the Freedom of India. One calls it Self-Government; 
another, Responsible Government; a third, preferring two 
syllables to four or seven, Home Rule. The Congress 
called it by the fil'£t; the British Cabinet by the second; 
the Leagues by the third. All mean the same thing .... 
'We aTe Dot coutent to wait indefinitely for our Free
dom .. , . Our path to self-rule must be reasonably short; 
it is be-cause we recognise in the Indian Reform Bill a 
gakway to that path that we are willing to pass through 
it. c"nlldent in am' own power to widen and shorten the 
patli. and to reach the goal on our own feet in a far 
shorter period than is thought necessary by our unta
gt..)!llsts or nur timid friends. 'Ihere arB but two passages 
from Autocracy to Democracy-Reform and Revolution. 
We deli bera tely choose Reform, 

No Indian student of affairs can do without this 
paper. It is indispensable to all our publicists. 
We feel sure that it lo.as a brilliant future before 
it and a glorious career of service to the cause 
of the Motherland, 

• .. .. 
THE Muh,naja of Bikaner complains that the 

criticisms that appear in the Press regarding 
Indian States are generally overcoloured and pre
judiced, and quotes for a sample what appeared in 
a recent issue of the SERVANT OF INDlA. Comment
ing upon the formation of an Advisory Council in 
J amnagar State, we were led to apply the follow
ing remark of Sir William Lee Warner to the 
councils of Indian States: that they are, generally, 
"sham representative oounoils intended to quiet 
the British conscience and to mislead the press.' 
They may avert the evil eye of foreign opinion 
while they retard real reforms." The Maharaja 
has quoted this passage, but has failed to recognise 
that it is an extraot from a writer who could not 
be acoused of any bias against the princes. Any
way, whatever be the motives that aotuate rulers 

of States in forming councils, it cannot be denied 
that the substanoe of power is denied to these coun
cils, and that the few tinkering changes made in 
the oonstitution are not worth being dignified by 
the name of reform . 

• • • 
THE only complete safeguard against the pas

sage of unnecessarily harsh repressive measures 
in any country is the attainment by it of full res
ponsible government. In the present condition of 
our constitution, no amount of precautionary pro
visions will give us entire immunity from repres
sion, Still, the following observations of Sir San
karan Nair, who in the article he has contributed 
to United India has expressed his unqualified oppo
sition to the Rowlatt Act, may be found useful. 
Says he: "No measure calculated to deprive a man 
of the liberty of his person or of property, no mea
sure suppressing freedom of speech in any form, 
should be all owen to be passed by the executive Gov
ernment in India without Indian opinion thereon 
being oonsidered by the people of Britain. Such 
repressive measures should in future-;'n practice, 
as hitherto in theory-be issued only by the people 
of Britain, if and when they are opposed to the 
opi~io~, of the representatives of the people of 
IndIa. .. .. .. 

THE denial of the applicaiion of self-determina
tion to the prossessions of England cannot but 
appear to Americans as a betrayal of the glorious 
principles for which England went to war with 
Germany, and the speech which Mr. Malone 'made 
on behalf of India before the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the United States Senate must 
have made a deep impression upon that body. 
Does Mr. Malone, however, understand self-de
termination in the limited sense in which Mr. 
Tilak interprets it. riz. the substitution of the 
C.-L. Scheme for the M.-C. Scheme? This has 
been subsequen tiy attenuated even further, and 
the very faintness of heart which leads one to put 
forward such a demand in the name of self-de
termination invites a prompt refusal. Nothing is 
gained by introducing the word self· determination 

, onee or twice in a long rigmarole of a memoran-

I 
dum if by self-determination you do not mean 
what the whole world understands by it. 

.. .. * 
WHAT a severe castigation has been admini

stered by Mr. Kasturiranga Aiyengar to those who 
irreverently remarked that the Viceroy,had affronted 
the Mahajana Subha of Madras by his impudent 
suggestion that oertain passages in its !toddress to 
him should be deleted I Mr. Aiyengar of the Hindu 
bids them be duly grateful tothe Viceroy for impos
ing terms and moved a resolution embodying this 
cpinion in the Mahajana Sabha. Is he really 
overflowiDg with gratitude to the Vioeroy, or is 
it only a oharacteristic instance of the fearless 
way in wllioh the editor cf the Hindu voioes 
his feelings, without in the .. least camouflaging 
them? 
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THE CENTRAL GOVERIDIENT IN INDIA. 
By V. S. SRIlfIV ASA SASTRL 

SEVERAL modifications of the Go ... emment of 
India Bill now before Parliament ha ... e been pre88-
ed on the attention of the Joint Commi""". The 
most important of these relate to the Central Go ... • 
ernment, whose authority o ... er . the ... arioue Local 
Go ... ernments, though to be greatly relaxed in the 
new order, will still form the cardinal feature of 
of the Indian oonstitution, distinguishing it from 
the federal Dominion constitutions with whioh it 
is often compared. The increase of the Indian 
element in the exeoutive counoil of the Viceroy 
to one-half the ordinary strength, the grant of fis
cal autonomy to the Go ... emment of India in oon· 
currence with its legislature, and the introduction 
of the prinoiple of responsibility on lines similar 
to those adopted in the case of the Pro ... inoes are 
the three expansions of the scheme on which All 
the progressi ... e politicians of India have with one 
... oice insisted from the beginning. Their evidence, 
as placed before the Joint Committee by their repre
sentati ... es, is marked by unanimity and earnest
ness on this topic. Sir William Meyer, late Fi. 
nance Minister of the Viceroy, whose ability, ex
perience and lo ... e of India invest his judgment 
with unique authority, reoommends that the sub
jeot of ministerial responsibility at the centre be 
examined carefully at the end of five years, evi
dently convinoed of the unwisdom of postponing 
it till the Parliam.ntary Commission is appointed 
und.r claus. 28 of the Bill. Sir Stanl.y R.ed, 
whose knowledge and exp.ri.nce have been gather
ed in th. highways and byways of non-officiallife, 
lends the great weight of hi. approval to these im
provem.nts. 

L.t it b. premised that the transfer of certain 
functions to a Minister responsible to the legis
'lature is not inconsistent with or opposed to 
the policy of August 20, 1917, which th. Bill is 
intsnded to fulfil. On the contrary, that policy 
supports, nay requires, such transfer. What th.n 
is the authority that .... to.s th. fulfilm.nt of the 
policy? Nothing but the third formula of the Joint 
Report which .mbodies the h.sitation and misgiv
ing of the authors. Th. hesitation and misgiving 
are utterly unfounded and they are out of keeping 
with the g.n.ral tenor of th. R.port, which is 
one of oonfidence t.mpered by caution. Th. id.a 
und.rlying the h.sitancy is that the el.ment of 
minist.rial responsibility in the Pro ... incial admi
nistrations is a weakness, the evils of which must 
be counteracted by a supreme pow.r kept immune 
from the weak.ning element. To this idea we de
mnr. It is the negation of reform. U ncheoked 
bureauoracy is the greatest weakness of the Indian 
oonstitution. Ministerial responsibility is the only. 
cure for the weakness, and it must be applied both 
.. t the oentre and along the circumference. In faot, 
it muat hegin at the centre. Rightly interpreted, 
the whole of the politioal mo ... ement which h .. led 
to the formulation of the Bill is .. protast against 

bureaucracy and an attempt to overthrow it. To 
mitigate it in the lewer sphere and leave it un
touohed where it oan work the greatast mischief 
is to undo in reality the improvement which is 
conceded in app.aranoe. The mast.r policies 
whioh regulate the destiny of the nstion arl! shaped 
in the Govemment of India; the vivifying impul
ses of the Provinces must originate there; the mov
ing ideas that are to drive away the mists of ignor
ance and poverty and bring the sunshine of free
dom and self-determination once more into a land_ 
of anoient greatness-th.y must. inform the actions 
of those who have control of the national resources 
and are in touch with the great forces of the world~ 
Bureaucracy may learn to smile, to talk gently 
and to lIncase its hands in velvet gloves. But more 
i. needed to give satisfaotion to new India. How 
is it possible to have an Assembly mainly compos
ed of elected r.pr.sentatives of the people and en
dow them with large opportunities of discussion 
without giving them the substance of power? Dis
cord and wrangle will not be long in coming . 
The truest statesmanship is to provide against it at 
the very start. It is the case that the arrangement 
is transitional. But even so, it must have a certain 
amount of stability for e ... eryday purposes. There 
oan be no stability, no r.st, no chance of quiet pro
gress, so long as the popular element is kept out of 
the main citadel of government. 

The policy now in the ascendant is gradual 
progress in responsible government. A sud
den jump from bureaucracy to complete res
ponsibility will be no less disastrous in the 
Government of India than in that of the 
provinces. Let the first step be taken at once. It 
need not b. as large as in the Provinces, and the 
subsequent advanc. may b. more cautious. But 
the process must definitely b.gin; else, as Sir 
William Meyer pointed out, the people would doubt 
the intentions of the Government snd with good 
caus.. Salt, income-tax and general stamps are 
subjects that may b. trsDsferred at ODce. Poste 
and telegraphs, and railways, are subject to mili
tary r.quirem.nts, and with prop.r saf.guards 
may be transferred too. That they are revenue
producing is no argument against transfer. The 
authoriti.s that sp.nd are seldom those that raise 
the taxes. Th. subj.cts mentioned by Sir James 
Brunyate as appropriate for the popular or B group 
on page 24 of the Crewe Committee's Report, 
though for a differ.nt purpose, may likewise be 
considered suitable for transfer to a Minister res
ponsible to the legislature. If the Joint Commit
t.e be persuaded to adopt this suggestion, certain 
budget powers must he conferred on the legisla
ture. It is not difficult to indicate the neoee
sery changes. In fact, Sir James M.stOll himself 
has admitted in the course of his evidenoe that h 
i. possible to submit the budget to the ... ote of the 
legislature, if the Governor-General be armed 
with the power to restore the pro ... isions out out by 
the legislature on a oertificate. It is scarcely 
necessary to labour the point that, if a Minister "be 
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appointed, he must be responsible to the popular 
house or the Assembly. The Council of State is 
merely the instrument of the execntive and oan
not claim to come into an arrangement designed 
expressly to give political power to the people's 
representatives. 

The Indian deputations are all keen on this 
item of reform. The attitude of the Moderates or 
the Liberal Party should be properly appreciated. 
They are as anxious for the liberalisation of the 
India Government as any of the others. Mr. 
Samarth's striking phrase caused a flutter in com
mittee, but it was a good indication of the feeling 
that animated his party on the subject. They 
appeared as friends and supporters of the Joint 
Report. But it was largely in the hope that by so 
doing they could secure sympathetic hearing to 
their suggestions for improvement. It rests with 
the Joint Committee to vindicate this hope. In 
examining Sir Stanley Reed, Mr.·Bennett evinced 
a lively interest in the fortunes of the Liberal 
Party in India. Surely, there is no need to remind 
him or his colleagues that generous and bold re
form is the one condition of its success as it is of 
the contentment and prosperity of a vital part of 
the British Empire. (From" United India.") 

REFORM IN INDIAN STATES. 
HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA of Bikaner, in clos
ing the sessions of his legislative council, spoke at 
length on the internal reform in Indian States, a 
subject of capital importance, but totally· neglected, 
while the constitution of British India is being re
modelled on a popular basis. The Princes' Con
ference sitting at present at Delhi will concern 
itself with subjects tbat relate more to the status 
and dignity of the princes than to the powers of 
their subjects, and, indeed, in the whole range of 
the current disoussions on reform, the oonstitu
tional cbanges required in Indian States so as to 
place tbeir administration on a more democratic 
basis have been left severely alone. The Maharaja, 
therefore, is to be congratulated on bringing 
this aspect of the question to tbe fore, though 
his treatment of it is highly unsatisfactory and his 
apologia for the States entirely unconvincing. 
Let us premise our remarks on this part of his 
speech by reoording our grateful appreciation of 
the most valuable servioes he rendered to the cause 
of Indian reform in England, but his public 
utterances on tbose oocasions, characterised as 
they were by a passion for reform, only serve to 
throw into bold relief the extraordinary amount of 
self-complacency whioh he betrays while dealing 
with the oonstitution of his own State and that of 
the other Indian States. It was a legitimate ques
iion which the Maharaja was asked while he WI'S 

engaged in urging upon the British statesmen the 
neoessity for a thorough reform of the British 
Indian oonstitution: viz. what he and his brother 
prinoes were doing to popularise their administra
tion, and the answer whioh the Maharaja has 
... eturned is grievously disappointing. 

It is something that His:Highness does not plead 
the" non-intervention policy" of the British Gov
ernment on behalf of the princes, and claim;to have 
full power of doing what they please with the des
tinies of the peoples under tbeir charge, irrespeo
tive of the feelings of tbe Britisb Government or, 
what is tbe same thing under a popular form of 
government, the British Indian subjects. Indeed, 
be allows indirectly tbe right of tbe Britisb Gov
ernment to exert pressure on tbe States witb a view 
to liberalising their constitution. Answering the 
charge levelled against him by tbe "Englisb extre
mists" that, in pleading for reform, be was un
warrantably interfering with the domestic con
cerns of British India, tbe Maharaja says, truly 
enougb, that the subject of constitutional reform is 
a matter of imperial concern and tbat, as allies of 
the British Government, it is not only their rigbt 
but their duty to advise proper measures, so as to 
secure tbe contentment of tbe subjects in Britisb 
India. For any violent discon~ent in Britisb India 
will surely react upon the States also, and thu., in 
mere self-interest, Indian princes must do as much 
as is possible to influence tbe trend of Britisb In
dian policy. Such influence, he asserts, is not in
consistent with the carrying out of the' policy of 
non-interference on the part of either party. We 
readily admit the force of this, and we are sure the 
Mabaraja will admit with equal readiness the foroe 
of the converse proposition. For it will be easily 
seen that His Highness's argument cuts double. 
If Indian princes can, conformably to the tradi
tional non-intervention policy, bring moral pres
aure to bear upon tbe British Government so as to 
make them revise their constitution in a democra
tio sense, equallr legitimately and equally in can

. formity to the non-intervention policy, the British 
Government can and must use all the opportunities 
at their command to secure the introduction of 
popular government in Indian States. Misrule in 
these States oannot but affect British India, and the 
British Government, being responsible in tbe ulti
mate analysis for the maintenance of order in the 
States must see, in discharge of their own duties, 
that tbe form of administration in the States can
duoes to the well-being and contentment of tbeir 
subjects. The only question is: Are·tbe princes 
alive to their duty of investing their subjects with 
the power to oontrol policy through their repre
sentatives? The Maharaja says 'yes,' but tbis reply 
will not be endorsed by anyone outside the circle 
of princes. 

In the matter of education and some adminis
trative reforms like the separation of the judicial 
and exeoutive function., a few of tbe larger States, 
we will gladly acknowledge, have made a notable 
advanoe over British India, but in the all-import
ant matter of oonstitutional reform everyone of 
them lags far behind. It is the fashion witb 
some Nationalists to laud the Indian States as the 
pioneers of reform in every direction in order that 
they oould with greater effeot oritioise the British 
Government. We do not feel the neoessity of in 
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vesting the administration of Indian States with 
non· existent virtues in order to be enabled to urge 
reform in' British India, and have, therefore, no 
hesitation in painting even the Swadeshi States in 
true colours. .. To contend, .. says the Maharaja, 
"that everything is perfeot in all the States would 
be as absurd as the sweeping allegations often 
heard that everything is corrupt and rotten in the 
Indian States." This is of course literally true; 
no generalisation of such a character can at all 
represent the real state of things; but we can 
fairly say that the latter statement is by a long 
way nearer the truth than the former, in a great 
majori ty of States. Even in the advanced States, 
whioh have succeeded in effecting some reforms 
that may well be the envy of the British Govern
ment, the system of government that obtains is pure 
autocracy. The occasional, and in most cases, in
effective' consultation to which the representatives 
of the people are admitted oertainly does not 
change the spirit of the administration to any 
appreciable dellree. The much-advertised advisory 
oouncils and legislative councils which some 
prinoes have oonstituted, leave the essential 
charaoter of their rule unchanged. Let us take, 
for instanoe, the reforms introduoed by the Maha
raja of B ikaner himself. He oompares the com
position and powers of his legislative counoil to 
those of the V ioeroy'. and proves to his own 
satisfaotion that the changes he has made in the 
oonstitution of his oounoil are more liberal and 
bold. He does not pause, however, to explain why 
his counoil is to be oompared to the Imperial Coun
oil in preference to a provincial . council, and 
why credit is to be given to him for bringing 
it up within a short period to the level of 
the Viceroy's oounoil, instead of blame for not 
oonstituting any council in his State till only six 
years ago. The Maharaja is greatly flattered by 
the thought that his Government found itself 
unable to aocept only ona of the resolutions sO far 
moved in his oounoil. Does it not ooour to him 
that, possibly, independent opinion does not find 
muoh soope in hiB oounoil' We have no know
ledge of of Bikanar, but it is a fact that, in most of 
the States which boast of a repre~entatlve assemb
ly, real non-offioi .. l opinion oanllot expreas itself. 
It is as little to the oredit of the States that few 
of the people's grievanoes are laid before the 
prinoes in the form of resolutions as that there 
exists no agitation in the States at all comparable 
to what exists in British India. It does not prove 
that no grievanoes are left unredressed, but that 
few of them oan even be ventilated. 

The Maharaja was twitted by 80me of his ori
tios with not hving introduoed the Montagu.Chel
msford soheme in his State while advocating it 
warmly for British India. He oan only trot out, 
for answer, the" essentially different conditions " 
that obtain in an Indian Statl! and the territory of 
British India .. Differences undoubtedly there are, 
but what differences are there, exoept perhaps for 
the presenoe of the prinoes themselves at the 

head of the States, which make the M. - C. 
Soh erne desirable in the case of British India 
and undesirable in the Indian, States? "The rulers 
and the ruled are of the same nationality and re
ligion in Indian States." True, but does the com
munity, of race and religion between prinoes and 
subjects make representative and responsible gov
ernment unnecessary? If so, England need not 
possess a popul .. r form of government and may as 
well revert to autooraoy. "The princes' interests 
are all entirely centred in their States;" this is 
equ .. lly true of .. n autooratic .. lly governed coun
'Iries, but this pie .. h .. s not suooeeded in coaxing any 
people into an attitude of resignation to a despotio 
rule, The Maharaja deprecates .... blind imitation 
of sn exotic system "-the exotic system being 
representative government, but such a trite 
phrase will help him little. For he himself has 
quoted .. uthorities to prove th .. t representative 
government is not foreign to the genius of India; 
whether it is so or not, India has now adopted re
presentative institutions past reoall, and even if 
they are .. n exotic, they h .. ve t .. ken root in this 
country, Such institutions do not depend for their 
sucoess upon any peouliar set of circumstances, 
but are desir .. ble in .. U. It is little to the purpose, 
therefore, that the M .. h .. r .. j .. m .. kes so much of the 

. differences in ide .. ls and stand .. rds of administra
tive efficiency and suggests that even a feudal or a 
patriarchal form of government may suit Indian con
ditions. The differences between Indian States and 
the British territory are notgrester than differences 
between one province and another in British India, 
and yet the Maharaja approved of the introduction 
of responsible governmen t in the whole of . BritiEih 
Indis, irrespective of the varying local condi
tions. This is just such a subject as to admit 
of uniformity of treatment, and whatever the 
Mah;"raja may say, the publio is convinced that, if 

. the Indian princes .. re unwilling to introduce re
presentative government in their States, it is' not 
because they think it unsuited to the local oondi
tions, but because they are far too 'much attached 
to the prevailing system of personal rule to part 
with power to the people. 

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY COMMISSION 
REPORT.-m. 

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE. 
"THE immature part of life, whioh is devoted to 
learning, is long," said an old authority on 
eduoation. How long it oan be will depend on 
the family oiroumstanoes of the pupil. The 
better-to-do classes oan spare the children longer 
from bearing their burden of life responsibi_ 
lities. Lord Leverhulme illustrated how the 
parents wait for the oompletion of ohildren's 
eduoation by the following story: "A benevolent 
old gentleman ooming home one day saw right in 
front of his house an overturned load of hay block
ing up the road, A boy. .. was trying 1:0 get the 
hay baok into the cart. The gentleman said to the 
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boy, ., Have you to put all that hay back into the 
cart" "Yes, Sir," said the boy. "Have you had 
your dinner?" Asked the gentleman. "No, Sir." 
"Well. then, come inside and have your dinner. 
You will work better for it." "r don't think my 
father would like it," replied the boy. "Oh! your 
father would not mind. Why should he mind your 
having a good dinner?" Then he took him into the 
house and gave him a good dinner. After dinner 
he said to the boy, "Now, just you have a walk 
round my garden, and then yon will be ready for 
your work." "Please, Sir, I don't think my father 
would like it," said the boy. "Oh! your father won't 
mind. He will be glad for you .to do it. You have 
a walk round." And the boy did. On his retmn
ing to the house the gentleman ""id, "Now I have 
a nice book here. Just look at a few pictures, and 
then you will be ready for your work." "But please, 
Sir, I don't think my father would like it," "Oh! 
it's all right, I am sure your father will not mind. 
But what makes you keep saying you do not think 
your father would like it?" "Please, Sir, he is 
under the hay." 

Children's parents are under varying loads of 
life responsibilities till released by the close of the 
young people's education. The primary, the 
secondary and the collegiate education indicates 
the powers of endurance the parents or the quasi
parents have to wait for the day of release. Edu
cation in the narrow sense of ' schooling' makes 
an artificial atmosphere, and it is with a view to 
bring out the best in them that the human-plants 
are placed in the nursery, and the time when they 
will benefit by transplantation will not be the same 
for all. The sifting processes that are constantly 
assooiated with education of the various grades 
must be effioiently worked out so that the pupils 
get the maximum benefit out of the various sohools. 
Children show various degrees of eduoability; some 
taking to books and other aotivities of sohool life 
as duoks to water, others being not at all respon_ 
sive to the impulses of their environment. A uni
form period of sohool life will not inure to the 
benefit of all these different natures. 

Under a perfectly organised system of eduoa
tion all the ohildren of a nation or political entity. 
those of the devastating torrent of life that Wells 
picturesquely desoribes," surviving to the school
age will go through the primary grade of instruo
tion. To a good many that is the utmost of educa
tion they will get as equipment for life. If oare is 
taken, those fitted to benefit by a higher grade of 
eduoation will be made to go on with further stu
dies. And of these, again, there will be a falling off 
when the time oomes for collegiate eduoation. And 
all through there will be two sorts of currioula, one 
having referenoe to the entranoe requirements of 
the next stage and the other equipping for life and 
vocational activities. 

The entranoe requirements will be satisfied by 
evidence of profioienoy in subjeots of general oul
tural value. Let us take all the three grades of 

• " Mankind in the makiug. " 

education. The pursuits recommended by Mr. J. 
J. Findlay for the Elementary pupils are based on 
a proper knowledge of child psychology, and they 
are: (i) training in the simpler tasks of the in
dustrial community, (ii) teaching of music, dra
matising, story-telling, leading on to history and 
geography, and (iii) drill-technical exercise in 
arithmetic, reading, writing, drawing, as also phy
sical exercise drill. As regards (i), commonsense 
will approve of the suggestion that the workshop 
( of the simplest kind ), the needle room and the ,! 

garden should be recognised as integral parts of 
the school. What are the pursuits in the secondary 
school which will be a continuation of tho~e in the 
elementary grade? We would bri~ in drawing 
and manual training and elements of botany and 
personal hygiene in the first group, !Iond in the second 
we would have the school studies that loom large-
ly before UB all when they are rllferred to-human
istic and scientific studies, so far as these can be 
properly studied by the young people between 10 or 
12 and'17 or 18. And in the third group might be 
oonveniently brought training in type-writing, 
short-hand, book-keeping, music, and for girls pro
vision must be made for teaching cookery, . needle
work, etc. The drill in physical exercises will give 
place to school games and sports, or excursions for 
the study of botany or geology or historic monu
ments, or military drill. There will be nO over
weighting of the curriculum if, in the!third group, 
freedom be given to choose as few or as many as tue 
tastes and the leisure of the pupil might demand. 
And we need not refer just now to the c'urriculum 
of studies at college. 

'Such courses of studies as those laid down for 
the elementary and the seoondary grades of in
struction will fit the young people to begin the 
work of life at the end of each grade, if they are 
not equal to higher grades of studies. They will have 
been prepared for being better craftsmen, better 
citizens, better men. This would be on the .supposi
tion that definite school education is once for all 
over for the elementary or high school youth after 
he enters on his life-work. ~f there are cont\nuation 
sohools, callow youths should have hours o( work 
so fixed as to allow of spare energies for stu4ies of 
a libera.lising sort, and these will be in conl1-ection 
with the boys' vocations or outsid~ these, according 
to their choice." 

The advantages of the courses suggested are 
that there is no artificial cleavage created between 
sohool f.nd home. the boys' act,iyities or the girls' 
can be easily harmenised with their parents' 
activities in their homes, and each type pf school 
will have a definite aim and also easily link itself 
on to the next higher type through the humanistic 
and scientific studies. The complaint that U ni
versity requirements dominate the high school. 
need not frighten us. This is not a special com
plaint peculiar to India: "Now sinoe U n~versity 
regulations exercise so powerful an incentive both 

• G. Xereohenateiner's ''Schools and 1.he Na\ion." Trans
lated by C. K. Ogdon . 
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to pal'ent& and teachers in secondary sehools, it fol
lows tbat the schools teach .hat the "C niTelSities 
uk for, and .. hat the Eniversity examination 
omilo! ia giTen but a minor plaee in the secondary 
aehooI programme. Thus the secondary school 
largely takes the cha.racter of a fitting school for she 
University, although less than ten per IXnt. of the 
!!ICholars continue their schooling in any higher 
institution of leuning after she age of eighteen." 
Where is this passage YOidng the familiar com
plaint takea from? If the reader gnes...<eS U is 
som_here from the Calcatta "Cniversily C.,m
mi&.sion Report and, more venturesome, further 
saggest& the. chapter on the University Matricula
tion EuminB_U as a guess., it would be plausible 
enough. But it is from llr.. Findlay'a '"School"' (p. i!!3) 

.(lIpme University Librsry),than .. hich there is no 
IIIOre informing and helpful book of the ssme size 
oa edacation, and the Nferenee is to edacstioDal 
eoaditiODS in Ji:nglen<l. 

ADother criticism ~ be urged, that too ati
·litsrian considerations .... 1' the CUDicu1a recom
mended shove. It is all very well to say: "'Teach 
a boy how to learn and ho... to live, not how to 
.make a Jiviag.~ with SirS. D.lIaclure ("Cambridge 
EssaJ'll on Edneation"), bot'making a living is an 
UJgeJlt demand that cannot be indefinitely p0st.

poned. All have to malte a living, the millionaire 
by administering his affairs properly 80 that he 
may be a blessing and not a curse to those shoat 
him, and the errand boy by doing his wort. intelli
gently sad honestly, No grade of edacation can 
forget ita ultimate end of making the y01lDger 
generation competent for the ""siroos of life, bring
ing oat the best in them &0 that they render society 
mon and more eflicient as years gn on. 

At each stage, 11'8 don't"JDiad repeating, there 
will be a sifting p.... ", separating those .. hose 
farther education will be 1llI8ful to themselv_ &ad 
aooisty from th<8e whom it is not wholesome to 
keep in the artificial atmosph,lre of the SClhool 
room or the collage ball, who will do the best for 
themselves sad the world in the tussle of life's 
realities. The intellectual, brain workers will thus 
be eeparated from the men of musole, the brawuy 
workers; the mea of gold, according to Plato from 
the men of iron. If the sifting has aot be~n dis
c~iminatiag enough, the coatinuation schools will 
!pve a further chsace to those of latent' talents. 
8oci~ty .. iIl thus secure the fuli services of the 
beet lDtellects trained to marlmum efficiency, 

Now let us take the High School curriculum 
of studies. There must be provision made for the 
h.umanistic sad the scientific courses. A comhina
tlon of both disciplines up to the end of the pass 
B. .J... may be, according to Sir Oliver Lodge, bene
iClai to those entering on spscia1ised stndies at a 
1ate~ st:'lP". Dut the cry for selective courses, for 
spec~ahsallon, is heard and listened to at a mnch 
earl.er.tage. To the end of the school conree at 
least, p~pils ~ust be made to go through a oonree 
?f stud •• which aim at humaaisiag sad eocialis
LDC them aad also at fitting them to master their 

physical environment. Some are more fitted for 
one kind of knowledge than for the other. Com
plete ignorance or more than average ignorance of 
one or oth,r kind of knowledge is due more to 
lack of opportunity than to lack of aptitude: the 
most or the least soulful is either a soul animating 
a bo":y or a body animated by a soul. With all 
raspsct to Mr. William Bateson,~ there is uot such 
a clear cleavage existiug, as he suggests, between 
those who care for truth and those who care for 
beauty. The average person can appreciate both, 
though they may appeal to him with different 
degrees of strength. The schools are for the 
average, normal type of manhood and womanhood. 
Ranoa the need for ca~ on both the discip
lines in tbe High School, for all, It must be 
always reccgnised that the training given in 
I!Olhools, the life lived under school influences, is 
!IOIIII-elhing more important than the training of 
school-atudiae; &ad the curriculum of studies mast 
be mont; comprehaasive than might be tested by 
examiwations. This n&ther elementary piece of 
knowledge will-if thQlOnghiy laid to heart-get 
rid of a great deal of irl'llleVSDt criticism. The 
fact that a boy comes to college studies from a 
particular school will mean much more than that 
he has P' ,II a certain examination, and the boy's 
record of school work will convey more informa
tion to the oompetent authorities than the fact of 
his sncceBII at the tel'lninal or initial examination. 
Hu the boy duly sharsd in sportz; and pastimes 
and developed his phpique? Has he duly shand 
in the work of _i.ties sad aseociatioas encouraged 
by the school authorities? Has he benefited by 
the oorporate life of the school, if any? Has he 
been pursning any favourite studies, or has he been 
pursning say hobbies showing special tastes and 
aptitudes? The training and the opportunities, 
the atmosphere of wort.-a-day school life will 
mean 90 much for the boy. But the course for 
uamination will be narrower, and the fact of 
saccess in examinations might mean much le88 
comparatively. 

With this caveat we may consider the scheme 
of examination recommended by the University 
Commission in the ohapter on Reform of Secondary 
Education ( chapter xxxi, vol. iv. pp. 71-1 ). 

• (1) The hea4 masler mould be .... uired to oerlif7 \hal 
eaob ouadiclate whom he prnenta for the eDm.iDaliOD h .. 
receiTed duriag hi. lrainiaC && 8Ohool a 00QI'S8 of iDst.rao
&ion of a kind aIld al a O1ag11 appronci 117 \he Board, ill 
eaoh of \he followi". ""bjeola and ia allY SUbjecl DOl _ 
&lOlled ill \hi. liOl ia .. bl.h &he oandida"':lIlbmita himIIelf 
for uamiaa&i.QD:-

(a) IIlUOdQOlioll to Natural Soi ... oe, iaoludi". the 
_obi". of ElemODtaq Hnieae. 

(.) HiBIory of India, Hia&ar7 of Britiobll:mpin. 
(e) DrawiDg aad MUloal vainiag. 

(I) ~ _dale obOll!d be __ to _l Ioim
aoIf for _iaatiOll ia all_ & ....... bjoola. 

(3) The follcnriq four ... bjoolll lIhOll!d be _pal.., fur 
aII_da_:

(a) Vernaeular. 
(') hcIi ... 
(e) m-a.~ Ma\h_tieL 

~~~~~~~~~-------• - Caabridp _,. OIl ~&i ..... n 
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Cd) Geography, including physical geography .. 
(4) The candidate should a180 be required to offer him

self for examinat.ion in one of the following subjects, and 
should be allowed in ad4itioD to this to offer B sixth Bub
ject also drawn from the following lists:-

(e) A classical language. 
(f> An approved scientific subject. 
(g) Additional mathematics. 
(II) History of India; History of the British Empire .. " 

The above is not far different from the scheme of 
examination required to qualify for tl:)e school 
leaving certificate in this Presidency. There are 
certain subjects which all candidates are expected 
to study without being examined therein; and other 
subject, which candidates must present for exami· 
nation, four of them compulso1'/ on all alike, and 
an additional subject or subjects also to be present
ed but to be chosen out of a certain number of sub
jects mentioned in the scheme. The High School 
curriculum may have, and in properly. equipped 
schools are bound to have, courses more intimate
ly related to the prac tical needs of later life, like 
type-writing, short-hand, elements of commercial 
practice, needle war k, etc. Those that want to 
matriculate for the University must exercise their 
judgment aI).d so map out their COurses as to fit in 
with the studies to be pursued later on. In place 
of an additional classical language, we Ulay have, 
as an alternative, a modern European language 
( French, German or Italian). The usefulness of 
one or more for further studies of the humanistic 
or the scientific kind is well known. 

As regards the compulsory portion, no school 
student oan offer less. The grade of high school 
prOficiency in the mother tongue of the pupil and 
in English has been explained in the previous arti· 
cleo Nobody contemplating to enter on a profes
sional career that must be open to the alumni of 
high schools can show less mastery of these langua
ges so indispensable for use and social efficiency. 
Elementary mathematics, one hopes it is something 
more than the pitiful arithmetic of the Madras 
scheme, is the very basis of all reforms in scientific 
studies. In the provision for the study of language 
and literature 'of two peoples and in that for the 
the study of mathematics is the minimum demand 
met to cultivate the humanistic and the scientific 
side of studies. The study of geography has a 
double function. On one side, there is the huma
nistio side of the study of the peoples and civilisa. 
tion, and, on the other, the soientifio side starting 
from physical geography and leading On to geology 
and botany and other soiences. Though the study 
has scope enough for the higher studies of the 
University, the basis of the studies must be laid in 
the high sohool, and there is in it just that blend of 
the humanistic and the scientifio interest that 
would give scope for good teaching and arouse the 
proper kind of intellectual interest in the average 
pupil. 

The aims of secondary education oannot be 
better explained than daDe by the Commission in 
(107) page 91, Vol. iv. There is due emphasis laid 
on the physical, intelleotual, Illsthetic and moral 

aspects of school disciplines. School masters and 
school managers have been brought up under an 
earlier system when one of these aspects which re
lated itself to the examination test Was so predo
minant as to exclude all others. It is only with 
difficulty that the sounder view is getting accepted. 
And the growing financial burden that would pres. 
heavily on all is an additional reason for the slow
ness of school reform. 

Provided the schools fulfil tbeir aims. it is a 
matter of perfect indifference whether college 
authorities recognise the pupils of certain 'accre
dited' schools as qualified for higher stUdies, or they 
go through the school leaving certificates and 
pick and choose from among the certifi cate holders 
paying attention to all the elements of higher man
hood the certificates give evidence of, or they take 
account only of accomplishments relevant for 
higher college studies, or even in this more value 
is attached to the results of the public examina
tion than to school records. If there are enough 
colleges to train all those d'uly qualified for higher 
studies, they will be all admitted, and there will be 
no complaint. 

The better plan seems to be to give the college 
authorities a certain amount of discretion. As 
regards high school students of certain institu
tions, it would be safer to accept the school record 
in preference to the valuation of the candidate's 
work by the public examination; with regard to 
other schools reputed to fake the records, the ex
amination test may be the more reliable indication 
for selection. That which causes the least worry 
is the reliance on the examination test. The 
college authorities have something definite to go 
by. A 60 p. c. proficiency, in subjects or a 35 p. c. 
proficiency, all have been persuaded to believe, 
they can understand. They are blissfully ignorant 
of, or ignore, what Messrs. Latham, Edgeworth, 
Hartoy and others have to say on the value to be 
attaohed to examinations under present conditions. 
Once the percentage is agreed upon, a college clerk 
can get through the drudgery of admission. From 
the high school point of view, the keeping of the 
record with the staff and in the conditions of high 
school work and with the varying council~ of tpe 
inspectorate is a task of insuperable difficulty. A 
definite outside test would be such a relief. If the 
examination results support more or less the 
school estimates, why, then the boys had been 
definitely warned beforehand how they would 
fare. If the results do not support the school 
mastel's' estimates, those paid hirelings, the ex
aminers, must have aimed at an impossible stand
ard of performance from the candidates or are too 
stupid to examine properly-or-or-. The self-res
pect of the teacher is saved. Hence the impatie~ce 
of the critics of the scheme of school leaving cer· 
tificate one notices in this Presidency. 

It may be suggested, however, that the record 
of school work of the pupil must ~be maintained, 
whatever be the value to attach to it in individual 
oases, and there must be also the public exam ina-
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1ion, the success or failure in which should find a 
place in school record. • 

The double function of the high sohool, one· ~of 
·training a good number of students for entering on 
life-careers and another of preparing the rest for. 
the higher studies of the University, must be ac
cepted. If school authorities recognise their limi
tations and elect one or the other of the aims, suoh 
a differentiation of .ohools must in due time make 
lor efficiency, If the sohools suffer from distraot
ing ends, oolleges here and elsewhere do not seem 
to be immune from a like evil. 

''The Modern University (not only in Bengal or India] 
leekato fulfil two disparate funotions. and oombines in ODe 
organisation two institutions, whose purpose should Dever 
he oonfused. A. a 'college,' it finds its ohief duty in the 
oharge of youth between the age8 of eighteen and twenty .. 
two. Who still require, and respond to, the guidanoe of a 
professional teaohtr; its function is much like that ot the 
seoondary Bohool; aDd a.lthough it specializes (and, with 
sobolars of this age, "" must allow ample variety), it au)).. 
ordinates the aoquirement of mere knowledge ti~ 8 more 
liberal ideal. But 88 a oongerielof departments Donsti. 
tuting a UniverSity it has a different aim; for the a.ienee 
whioh the 'department' profesael)s now the prinoipal in
terest, and tutorial relationships are ofless aooount; the 
profesllor and staff are not 80 muoh teachers as senior 
colleagues, guiding the iDdepeDdeDt research of fOuDger 
men-'· 

A like evil may be oured by a like remedy. 
The humanistic type may be separated from the 
Bc!entific and in due time, develop a part. 
.The intermediate college may have the funD
tion of working up the fresh men from the high 
schools into the right kind stuff for the one or 
other type of higher sohools of learning: That the 
intermediate College forms, as now; a part of the 
'University Colleges of either sort or is reoognised 
,&s a separate entity will make no difference with 
.regard to securing the true ends of culture. 

'K, B. RAMANATHAN. 

WOMEN ON WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE. 
I, 

THE denial of the franohise to women by the 
Southborough Committee and the Government 01 
India is thoroughly unjust and oannot be defended 
.by any social oustoms obtaining in India or by the 
general baokwardness of women in eduoation and 
oivio affairs. What the women ask for is, not 
that any speoial privileges be conferred upon 
them or that the qualifioations presoribed for 

·men-voters be lowered in their oase, but only that 
they should not be debarred from voting if, by rea
'Bon of their eduoation' or of property held in their 
.own right, they are entitled to come on to the 
.voters' list, merely because they are women. They 
are, I think:, entitled ~o ask: that their sex shall not 
,be a disqualification, and no arguments that I 
have seen advanoed to vindicate their exolusion 
.8eem to me to have any substanoe. How many 
-.women will thus oome in or will oare to exeroise 
the right at eleotions, is immaterial: if a very 

. • "The Sohool" b,. J. J. Findla,., p. 156. (Homo Univorait,. 
.Llbr • ..,..) 

small number do so, it should only lessen the objec
tion of those who are opposed to women's fran" 
ohise. We want the principle to be reoognised; 
although for the present it may not bring muoh 
solid advantage to us. It is unfair that the women 
should remain unenfranchised for the next ten 
years merely because of their sex. It is essential 
that when a new oonstitution is being devised for 
India, we should not start with a disability against 
women. There is no reason why the Government 
should wait till the demand for a vote beoomes 
very strong and women are able to wrest it from 
unwilling hands. Why begin with an injustioe 
and then wait to see if the injustice is being felt r 
I do hope and trust that the Seleot Committee of 
both Houses of Parliament, whioh is oonsidering 
the whole question afresh, will reoommend the 
removal of this threatened injustice from the out
set and recognise the women's equal right to oiti
zenship with the men. Suoh a reoognition will 
help to promote their education and quioken their 
interest in affairs. 

RAMABAI RANADE. 

II. 
THERE is one burning question which arouses 
the women of India at the present moment, and. it 
conoeros the enfranohisement of Indian· women. 
It is no doubt important that every Indian woman 
in India should strive to render all' the assistanoe 
she oan, in order that this enfranohisemellt should 
be inoluded in the India· Bill to whioh we are 
eagerly looking forward. 

On behalf of the eduoated Indian woman, 
I plead that it should be grallted, for the women 
who have been deolared fit by the. respeotive 
Universities 01 India and have taken their share 
in the various examinations along with their 
oountrymen have every right to the enfranohise
ment being granted them. When once the Indian 
woman is enfranchised, the natural resuits will 
follow, for her unfortunate sisters' will strive to 
work hard for the same goal and a new stimulus 
wi\l be at work. How encouraged the Indian we-: 
man will feel that she has a voioe in the important 
matters of the day! 

The Indian woman has hitherto been oontent 
to follow and to take a ",ery small share in the 
general outlook upon life, but with the glorious 

. dawn that is shedding its resplendent rays of pro_ 
gress throughout the Empire, her view has quite 
ohanged. She is oertainly not going' to give ,up 
her queenly rights in her own hearth and home, 
whether it be gosha or non-gosha; but she feels like 
her sisters of other olimes and lands that the old 
order ohangeth giving plaoe \0 new. 

Therefore, I urge that all women in India 
. should be given the vote, provided their eduoation
al attainments are above the matrioulation stand
ard. The women thus enfranchised will not 
oertainly oust the sterner sex from their sphere, 
but, on the other hand, will render their country 
meritorious and praiseworthy servioe. For no man 
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oan plead for womankind; it is only the woman 
who oan fully oomprehend and sympathize with 
the miseries and aspirations of her sex. Therefore 
should she be represented. 

There is another claim that may' entitle the 
Indian woman to the franchise and that is pro
perty qualification. For on the western coast of 
India, there are several Indian women who hold 
property varying 'in size and value and should 
necessarily be allowed to vote. 

Our cause is being ably pleaded by Mrs. Saro
jini N aidu, along with several other eminent Indian 
ladies in England, and it is the earnest wish of 
every woman that the women of India will yet be 
victorious and will prove to the world that the 
hand that rocks the cradle should have a part in 
guiding and steeling the destinies and fortunes of 
the brightest jewel in the British Empire. 

E. LAZARUS. 
~~~~-

Lloyd George could have put in this cunning touch_ 
I ca~not. think of a third to match these two. 
But It. served ol~ Ferid Pasha right. He had 
no busllless to whIne, lament and apologise in the· 
w.ay he d.id. His memora~dum was one long 
dls~al whIne and apology. His cabinet has now 
reSigned, but the wonder is how such a goody
goody old Turk could have ever formed a cabinet 
even in Turkey. He could have turned round 
and said: "Has any nation a capacity to rule over 
alien peoples? Sinners we are, no doubt but we 
have sinned in illustrious company."' He did 
notaing of the kind, but threw the whole blame on 
tbe Young Turks and went a-begging for mercy. 
Th~ result of it was the Allies' reply quoted above. 

THE truth of the matter is, no one race on the 
,,:ide face of this earth has the capacity or the 
flght to rule over any other race. Now, that is one 
of~he,~essons of History. That is why good old C.-B. 
saId, Self-government is better than good govern
ment." The path of all Imperialism from Carthage 
and Ro~e down to Britain and France, has been 
paved wIth blood. I think it is Prof. Seely who 

FUN AND FACT. says that En!?land won ber Empire not by keeping, 
Now that Senator Lodge's amendment has but by breakIng, the Ten Commandments. There

been ?efeated, one may safely look forward to fore, speaking in the abstract, or, in other words 
Amerlca's early ratification of the Peace treaty in philosophically speaking, it is both irrational and 
t~!{) . . But whether that will set the world's affairs !mmoral for any nation to hold any foreign land 
rIght IS more than doubtfuL The Russian maze is In thraldom, however beneficent, even a day 
thiokening day by day, and I am not at all sure that longer. But this world is not governed by philo
ev~n the statesmen who managed to get her into I sophY. Facts are stubborn things. And the 
~hls mess understand it in all its bearings. Reuter Ottoman empire is as much a realised fact as the 
Informs U8 that the Germans are allying them- British empire. The Turks who massacred the 
selves WIth the Bolsheviks with the sinister I Armenians-and I, for one, look upon it as an 
object uf Germanising Russia and almost in the abominable crime-are neither better nor worse 
same breath he tells us that they are fighting I than the French settlers who exterminated the 
the Bobhe'lks touth and claw in unison with Red Indians in Canada or the British colonists who 
Uenerab Koltchuk and Denikin, and the man in have very nearly destroyed the bushmen and 
the ,'reet may be excused if he throws down his I aborigines of Australia. In the light of these facts, 
paper in despair and asks what the deuce Reuter the most natural, sensible and reasonable arrange
mean" However that may be, the German forces I ment would be to place Armenia under Turkey 
in. thE Baltic do seem to have allied themselves sTnd .Turke.y under a m~ndate of the League of 
WIth the opponents of the Bolsheviks with the NatIOns '0 far as A~menIa was co,:,cerned. Huw
result that the beginning uf the end of their r';crime ever, few would object to Armellla beIng taken 
is now in sight. But what will happen to R,';'ssia away from Turkey and placed under, say, America 
afterwards Y Will the Germans be left to lord it (though that only non-Imperblbtic country 
uver the others in Russia ur will the Allies chuck does not seem to relish the idea). But why on 
them out' Or will Koltchak, Denikin and' their earth are the statesmen of Britain and France 
barbarous hurdes be permitted to have it all their talking about internationalising ,Stamboul (Cun

. own way, perchance undel' the supervision of that stantinople), parcelling out Syria, Palestine and 
by nn meum oyer-scrupulous body, the Supreme Mesopotamia? Is this also an instauce of Self
CouncIl. and of the so-called League of Nations? Determination? 
What about Turkey? And what about Fiume? ---. ----
Huw long IS that flighty and flamboyant bard OF course, it is only one more imtance of the 
D'Anunnziu-flighty in more ways than one-thus white man's burden-the self-imposed burden of the 
openly Ie> flout the Allies and hold up to the white man-his willingness, nay, his uver-readi
world's contempt tneir impotence to enforce their ness to undeI·take the thankless task of civilising 
own decisions? Coming nearer home, will the sus- the world and developing backward pel.'ples. even 
pended ~rish Home Rule Act come into operation if those ignorant peoples misunderstand his altruis
,,:utomatlCally after the Peace Treaty is formally rati tic and humanitarian motives and stupidlY object to 
tied.as we were led to hope, or will British statesmen being developed and civilised in this way. I faintly 
deVIse some new method of breaking their promise recollect how the hated Prussian junkers and 
once again? Talk o.f peace (and a permanent erstwhile war-lords of Potsdam set out to civilise 
one too), self-determination, and making the world the world in this summary fashion and to establish 
safe for democracy! Humbug. the supremacy of their superior "Kultur," and how 

"THF! Allies admit the many good qualities of 
the Turkish race; but among those good qualities 
canno,~ be f~und a capaci~y for ruling over alien 
races. ThiS gem of dlplomatio camouflage is 
taken from the Supreme Council's reply to Ferid 
Pash~'s memorandum submitted on behalf of the 
Turkl~h delegation, How civil, and withal, how 
damning I Only the master-hand of Clemenoeau or 

our British jingoes and Fren.ch chauvinists threw 
up their hands in holy horror at such a procedure. 
But, of oourse, now the case is altered. Germany 
is out of the business. She has gone into liquida
tion, so to speak. And therefore, the whole burden 
of oivilising the world has now fallen on th& 
Allies, and it is no wonder that they are feel
ing its orushing weight acutely (witneos Mr. Lloyd 
George's latest speeoh). Then, why are they ro 
eager to assume it, you ask? What! Would 
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"yoo have Messrs. Lloyd George and Clemenceau 
betray the saored trust which an insorutable Pro
~idenoe has committed to their care, throw civili
,eation overboard and turn traitors to the oause of 
humanity .nd progress? Perish the evil thought I 

TA.LKING of the white man's burden, my mind 
flies back to the days of that speoies of slave trade 
known as the American and South Seas Labour 

'Traffic in which many a British, Spanish and Frenoh 
'vessel distinguished itself (Germany was an insig. 
nificant conglomeration of states then, with no 
navy wor.th the name) and by which many a Haw
kins and Drake rose into prominenoe. No doubt 
they fought with each other ( it was only the most 
natural thing in the world for rogues and pirates to 
fall foul of one another), but they were one and all 
agreed that they were the pione.rs of oivilisation, 
and that they were carrying the light of the gospel 
into heathellolands. Grant Allen in his tale ofuThe 
Incidental Bishop, .. has delineated with life-like 
fidelity the orude mentality, I had almost said the 
callous brutality, of these men. The John Wesley of 
his story was a vessel engaged in the Queensland 
Labour Traffic-and what more appropriate name 
could its captain havs ohosen? Ths skipper of 
that ship said on a certain oooasion, .. Well, I 
can't say the niggers give us much trouble now. 
They're fond of oivilisation. Stands to reason 
that they should be. Just see what it has done for 
'em! It's brought 'em big ships, and clothes, and 
beads, and square gin, and .drink, and Winchester 
breech-loaders, and tobacco, and measles, and mis
sionaries and small-pox, and rum and the Labour 
Traffio. . .. He (the negro) kin get oonverted; he 
kin find religion; he kin have the blessings of 
Christianity conferred upon him for nothing, with 
as much square gin as he wants, into the bargain. 
And at the enu of his indenture, well, he kin re
turn to his own home, with a felt hat, an' a pair 
of pants, an' a breech-loader rifle, an' shoot other 
blaok fellows, an' cook 'em, an' eat 'em. Oh," he 
oonoluded, .. there ain't any denying it, no flies on 
the Labour Traffio; it's been a durned fine thing 
for the march of intelleot in the South Sea Islands' 
it 's.b~o.ugh.t ho?,'e to .the!, own doors the blessing~ 
of CIVIlisatIOn. Th,s, IU a nutshell is the au
thentic history of the white man's burden. 

PUCK. 

REVIEW. 

REFORM OF INDIAN CURRENCY SYSTEM. 
CORRItlfOY REVORI( IN INDIA. by Prof. V; G. Kalo.A.rya

bbuahan Press. Poona. 

'ONlC of the most perplexing and urgent questions wbich 
the Indian Government baa to tackle, relates to tbe currency 
and flnancial mllnagement of the oountry. The chaotio oondi .. 
tion into which the ourrency system. of all the countriea of 
tho .. odd h .. o h •• n thrown by tho wor, hal to be .teadiIy im
proved and progreas in thi. direction is bound to ue Ilow 
·owing to the dilturbed .tate of thinga that prevaila allover the 
globe, though formal p .. oe hu boon oslabli.hod 10Dg .ino., 
In oommon with other oouume., India baa auffered from the 
effeots of the war, and our ourrency and exchange have been 
.. orloully dillooated .e a cOOlequonce.· The Government of 
Indi. hao to adopt ouilabl. meatur .. to tot things right in this 
-conneotion and it Indl this task lurrondeed with enormoul 
<!imoulti... W. pubU,hod fOUl .rti ..... OD'tbi. aubjool, • oov.
pl. of mont1uo ago, from tho pen of Prof. V. G. K.I. and ... 
are glad h. haB DOW broughl 011.1 in book form tho.. artiol •• 
and leveral cOlltributionl of hi, ~ alber journal, with. vii. 
ia giving afulIaDdoonDeolod vi.wof tho whol. problem. 

Pool. 1:01. ..... d ...... u'od <lOt <NIl, to ciioauaa .the _ 

. modi .. that ..... ,. be applied 10 re1iava tha e%i.llIing Cl1rJ:IIlUly 

litaation, but to advooate certain refor... of • perma •• _ 
nature tbe.t muat be adopted by Government in:crder to place 
the Indian ay,tem upon a sound and satisfaotory buis. B..W 
chaptera on Bimetallism a.nd Prices and Exchange are parti .. 
GularJy iUHtructive and the spLendid 8uIDIDary.he gives in the 
coooluding obapler will prove very helpful 10 Ihe re.d,er. Th. 
book, B8 a whole, oODtain, au illumin&ung exposition of the 
currency and exchange me.nagement of the Indian liovernme)li. 
and offers a scathing criticism of the policy which has beelJ. 
developed in the courae of the pallt twenty-five years. The 
prevailtng syetem is hudly compatible with the growing trade 
and industries of fbe country and is little calculated to be COD .. 

ducive to the economic 'progress of ,;he peopJe. Whatever re
commendation! may be made by the Currency Committee in 
London, there is ground to apprehend that the ezisting 
defective system of currency will be continued and it is, there
fore, neoJesaary to protest stlongly against this &ttitude of 
Government &nd of ita expert advisers. 

This self~imposed task Prof. Kale has performed with 
eminent succesa and we have no doubt that the book nn
der review wIll meet with the same puulic approbation lLS his 
other works have received. The la.nguage of the book is 
simple and clear, the exposition is lucid and instnlcti ,~e! and' 
the laY"ree.der will derive from ita e&reful perusal sufficiem 
knowledge of the difficult subject to enable him to follow the 
developments that are te.king place and will take place iu the 
world of Indian ourrency and exchage. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

LORD THURLOW'S AUTHORITY. 
To THB EDITOR OF THE SERvANT OF INDIA.. 

SIR,-During the first reading debate on lob.e Indemnity 
Bill, tbe Law Member quoted an extraot from a speeoh of 
Lord Thurlow as a very high authority to show that even if 
excesses were oommitted by offioials while repressing dis .. 
orders under the belief. reoognised to be reasonable in the 
oiroumsta.noeS; that the acta were neoessary. suoh exoesses 
must be oondoned. I do not quarrel with the principle here 
laid down, 'but I oannot help feeling that Sir George Lowudes 
relied upon a broken reed in oiting Lord Thurlow's authority. 
For whatever the then Lord Chanoellor migh; have said 
in regard to the Gordon Riots, he subsequently expressed 
the opinion that Lord George Gordon's imprisonment was too 
long and the sentenoe too severe. Again, in 1801 when the 
Suspension of the Habee.s Corpus Indemnity Bill oame on, 
"Lord Thurlow deolared himself a deoided enemy to the BiU." 
"On the very first view of the subject, (he said) it struok him 
ascontrary'tothe grand and fundamental principle of the 
le.w-the prinoiple of support to innocenoe against; appres.ion . 
. • • ·With regard to the present bill's resemblanoe to former 
bills, he did not peroeive the striking similarity, as the former 
bills were bills passed ftagrant~ bello. The bill, instead of a 
bill ofindemmt.,.. was a bill to suppress actions, suits, etc." 
(June 21, 1801.) One passage from Lord Thurlow's apeeeh 
I would espeoially commend to the oareful oonsideration of the 
Government of India, and it is this: "As to the crime' 
oharged in the report, certainly, many persons might be com
mitted un.der the (Habeas oorpus Suspension) Aot. but he 
thought most of them Gould be brought before tbe oommon 
oourts, whether thil Aot be passed or not." (May ZJ, 1794.) 
It shows olearly that in spite of the proclamation aDd enfOl'Oe
men1i of martialla"" ~oh OaH8 &8 Gould be tried by the ordi
nary •• lbunaIa mUll be lant tt> thom. Th. o"ooutivo in India, 
howeyer, had all penODI oharged with &D7 offenoe in COll

nexlon witb rio" tried by-the Martial Law CommiBBionl. which. 
prooedure il emphatically oondemned by Lord Thurlow. 
-Youn, eto. 
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GET GOOD SIGHT'. , , 
By removing the cause ot bad sight. DOD 't commit 

the common error aDd take to spectacles 88 the only 
remedy for eye.t:ouble-they will correct your .ight. 
But what you want is something to cnre your eyes viz:
the Actina Treatment. Actina bas succeeded where 
Specialisla had failed, simply because it a •• ists and not 
opposes Nature. It is essentially a natural treatment 
and the hundreds of teatimonials are proof that it is a 
,uoce •• ful treatment. To use it is simplicity itoelf
remove the two screw caps from the Actlna Instrument 
rele~.ing the powerful vapor, which applied to the eye. 
and Inhaled through the month and no.tril •• elo up and 
maintains a good circulation in aU parts of the" eye, 
k'emoves congestion' and restores in the organ to perfect 
health. It is just 8S eifective in other catarrhal Dise&ses 
sllch 8S Bay Fever, Asthma, BronchitIs, Headache, Sore. 
Throat, -Influenza, Deafness eto~ Invest Re 25-8 in: an 
Actina and save opeciali.ta' f~e.. Valuable booklet 
entitled "Prof. Wilson's Treatise on Disease" contain-

. ing particulars of Conditional Trial Offer and convincing 
te.timonials post free from Rai B. S. Bhandari M. A. 
Batala ( India ). 

2 THE ACTINA WAY. 

Notice to Subscribers. 

JUST il WaRD 
'}\" two to remind you to send your order T~Day f ur famon. 

COSSI SILK SUIT PIECES 
1; ortb tba price, and 0. piece guaTll.nt,~('d for one s : (omplete 

Prl.e ~.. 8 per pie.e. 
OrM' fr .... :-OOOD LUCK COMPANY, BBNAr.E5 CITY, 

Or. B1ULlJR'S MEDH2INES. 

HIVA;JWAR. 
Ague pills. 

Price As.8. 
Per bottle. 

BALAGRAHA 
CHURNA 

Epileptio powder. 
Price Re. 1. 

Per bottle. 

Ask for our oatalogue for other medicines &: 
Particulars. 

Liberal oommbsion for Merchants. 
Dr. H, M, 'BAILOR, 

Dispensary BELGAUM. 

While oommunioating with the office on any 
subjeot, subscribers are requested to quote their 
register number whioh is printed on the address 
slip, without fail. This will help the office in the 
speedy disposal of their communications and 
avoid any inconvenience that may otherwise be 
caused to them. Manager, 'The Servant of India,' 

.HOW TO BECOME A DRUGLESS DOCTOR. 

I F you "a.nt mon, eYt happiness, fAme,; be a doctor of 
drugl_ thorapy. This chance will be given to """ 

candidate in a. toum and two cdnc ido.tes in a _ city. Read our 
boOklet •• How to become Ii drugless-doctor" sending t.wo 
annas stamfl to-

Dr. SURATKBR, (S.) N. C. Institnte, 
BAROn .. · Budhawar Veth, Voona eity, 

Ramchandra Govind & Son, 
BOOK-SELLERS AND PUBLISHERS, KALKADEVI, BOMBAY. 

INDIaN <2URREN<2Y aND BaNKING VRt')BLEMS 
By MOHAN LAL TANNAN, B. COll., (Birmingham), BAR-AT-LAW, F. R. E. 8. 

Lecturer in Banking, Sydenham College of Commerce and Ecanomics; Bombay. 
AlID 

KHUSHALT. SHAH, B. A., B. BO. (Eoon. London), BAR-AT-LAW. 
Professor of Economics, Maharajah's College, Mysore. 

Crown Octavo. Nioely bound, Gold-lettered, nearly 350 Pages with Index. Price Rs. S. 
G0VERNaN<2E t')F INDIA, Vrice Rs. 3. 

'BY KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B"A., B. so. (Eoon., London), BAR-AT.LAW, 
Professor of Economic8, Maharajah's College, Mysore. 

( I ) Righer Accountins . With auditing Notes. By S. R. Davar. 
Officially recognized by the Government of Mysore for use in .Colleges and Schools of Commeroe 

and reoommended as a text to the Students of the Premier College of Commerce in India. 
A book speoially written for the use of Professional Aooountanoy IItudents a8 well 

as that of Acoountants, Legal Praotitioners and Businessmen, Prioe Rs.6-8, 
(2) Elements of Indian Mercantile Law. By S. R. Davar. 

Reoognized and Reoomme;nded as a text-book by the Government Aooountancy Diploma. 
Board, as well as by the Premier College of Com me roe for the University, Commeroial and Aooountanoy 
Examinations Specially writt8'i. for the U8e of "Commttrce .. ana" Accountancy" students as w"ll as 
thAt of Businessmen and AocountAnts. Rs. 6-8-C). 

(3) Business E>rganization, An excellent book for the use of students of commerc. and 
businessman, particularly those in charge of the management of large enterprises suoh as 1lU bUe 
oampanies, Mill Agenoies, etc, By S. R. ,Davar,;BAR-AT-LAW. 

( In Press. Expeoted to be out shortly.) Prioe Rs. 6. net. 
Twentieth <2entury English-Marathi Dictionary :-Pronouncing Etymolo

gical, Literary, Scientific and Technical by N. B. Ranade, B. A. 2 vols. hal£ Morrocco bound. Rs. 25-
Shah and Rail's (Profs.) Guide to Etonomics:-In form of question and answer 

very useful to students of Economics. .Rs. II.' . 
Sbab's (Prof.) Guide to Indian Rdministration:-Very useful to Inter

mediaw Art.s students. Rs. I~II-O. 
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