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8. I. Soclety’s Annual Session,

THE thirtieth session of the Servants of India
Society which came to & close on Tuesday with a
conoluding address by the President My G, K.
Devadhar was oharacterised by several noteworthy
happenings. The financial position of the Socieiy
has been, a8 is well known, far from eatisfactory.
8till, having regard to the pressing needs of work, it
was deoided to admib to its probationary membership
a8 many as eix young men~—the Iargest number ever
admitted in a single gession, One each of them comes
from U, P., Orissa and the Punjab, two belong to the
Bombay Presidenoy, and one to Sangli State,

Mr. A, D. Mani, who was admitted on probation
1ast year, was admitted to membership this year.

Mr, V. S, Srinivasa Sastri was offered the Vice-
Chanoellorship of the Annamalai University by its
founder, the Ruaja of Chettinad, and asked for per-
miesion to serve in that capacity. The Sooiety
allowed him to accept the post, whioh in his case
will earry only a small honorarium to cover his
personal expenees.

The abalition of the out in the allowanoss of the
Mambers, which last year became e¢ffective only in
the case of junior Metmbers, baoame effective this
yeoar in the oase of all Members,

Besides the usual inaugural address by the
President and a comprehensive review of the
Sooclety’s work and the general political situation
by the vice-President, Pandit Hirday Nath
Kungru, three lectures were arranged: one by
My, D, R, Gadgil, Director of the Gokhale Institute
of Politics and KEconomics, on * Protection to
Indian Industries®, by Mr, Devadhar on *the
Relief of Agriouitural Indebtedness” snd by Prof.
V. G. Kale on * the Reserva Bank of India.”

" eular place or institution,

Amalner Arts College.

ATTENTION hes been drawn by recent discuesions
in the Senate of the University of Bombay to the
problem of affiliating new Arts Colleges In
moffussil centres. It can hardly be said that the
Bombay University haa during the last deeade made
any effort to formulate a well thought-out policy on
this important question and there hes been no ine.
stance in recent years of the University refusing
any properly presented application for a College at
any centre whatever. Within the last ten years new
private Arts Colleges hava been started at places like
Poona, Belgaum and S8hiksrpur, While even with
great inanoial stringency staring it in the face, Gov.
ernment accepted a considerable new burden by the
opening of an Arts Cellege at Andheri. This aotion
of Government hes been rightly considered =aw
specially unjustifiable, as the intentiona of the donor
could have been best fulfilled by such a step as tha
opening of an Institute of Arabic and Persian Studies,

| In short neither on the part of Government nor the

University has there been any attempt either to
curtail or limit the sphere of the development. of
new Arts Colleges.

We are ourselves not inclined to support the
plausible connection so often put forth on the plat--
form and in the presabetween educated unemploy-
ment and the growth of the facilities for higher
eduoation ; and we regard the growth of these faci-
lities as a natural development of the existing
system._ It may be, that if Government or the Uni.
versity had a well-formulated policy in these matters
the development would take place on somewhat
different lines, But in the absence of auch a policy "
it socms to ua distinotly unfair to victimise a parti-
Ii is 1ikely that even the
Amalner Colloge would not have encountered any
opposition but for certain last minute technical
diffioulties in connection with the application, Muoh .
was madse in the Senate discussion of the fact thab
the building in whioh the College is to be opened iy
not the same as that originally approved by the
Syndicate Committee. The technical defeot must be
concaded- But when it is remembered that the
promuters of the soheme had to change their plans at
the last minute because of oircumsiances over whioh
they had no control and that the new proposed build-
ing is better situated and provides better accommo-.
dation than most such schemes in their initial atage,
wo [eel that it would be unduly harsh to refuse

sanction to the project on that account.
* * »

Situation in Quetta.

THE evacuation of Queita may now ba eaid to be
almost oomplete, nearly 15,000 refugees having besn
80 far sent to their native places in the Punjab. As
soon as people recovered from the shosk caused by
the earthquake, their thoughts naturally turned to
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the safety of their property buried uunder the debris,
Wheat would happen to it? Would it be per-
fectly safe in the hands of the military authoritiea
who sre in charge of what remains of Quetta? Where
is the guarantes that by and by it will not be allowed
to disappesr ? All such apprehensions should be
largely allayed by the recont Government commu-
nique, This coffers facilities to representative pro-
perty owners to pay briof visits'to the affected area
with 8 view to satisfying themselves that every
attempt is made to protect their possessions from be-
ing looted, There is reason to believe that the offer
will be largely availed of. The steps taken to protect
the property =are that the city sround which strong
barbed wire fencing has been erected is guarded day
and night by the troops, their task being greatly
faoilitated by electric light specially provided all
over the area.
’ * * *

THIS is good so {ar as it goes. But it is no use
concealing the widespread public dissatisfaction
caused by the Government’s zefusal to allow philan-
thropio bodies and persons to proceed to Quetta, the
latest to be so treated being Mahatms Gandhi. His
request for permission to visit Quetta with his colla.
borators has been turned down by the Viceroy. It ia
possible to argue, as the Government apparently do,
that as there are no survivors left in Quetts, all of
them having been despatched to their respective
places, there is no occasion for the presence of relief
parties there, It may be granted at once thatthere
is congiderable force in the reasoning. But we fail
to see what would have been lost by allowing some
philanthropic persons to proceed to Quetta, if only
to discover for themselves that their presence there
was totally uncalled for.

L] * &

THE A.G.G.'s recent visit to Simia is said to
bave been with a view to arranging for the restora-
tion of civil authority in the 'quake ares, and if preas
reports are to be trusted, this will be an accomplished
fact in a few days. An sarthquake commissioner
has baen appointed who, we suppose, will be in charge
of the work of reconstruction. It istime Government
seriously turned their attention to recovering pro-
perty buriad under debris and notified arrangements
for its gafe custody and procedure for its retura to its
owners, . . . .

Zanzibar Cloves,

THE clove legislation in Zangibar which threw
the Indian community in such ferment Iast year
was avowedly designed in the economic interests of
the farmer. These were to be promoted by ensuring
a better market for his produce and at enhanoced
prices, Thanks to the heavy administrative expenses
of the Clove Growers’ Association brought into being
last year and which isin control of the clove trade
angd the exorbitant fee of Rs. 5,000 levied on clove ex-
porters, the Zanzibar clove weni up in price
but not in demand. From stafietics published
in Zanzibar papers recently to hand, it is found that
the stucks of cloves remaining unsold are being fust
added to. Snon after the lated legislation was ens
poted, the clove stock in Zanzibar amounted to
383,000 fraslas. This was augmmented by new arrivais
to the tune of 813,500 fraslas which makes 1,196,000
fraglas as tha total stock on hand at the end of July
last, If from this figure sre deducted the exports
which amounted to not more than 442,598 fraslas
during the last tsn wonths, it is found that the stock
of cloves in Zanzibar had gone up to 754,382 fraslas,
In other words, the stock could be said to have
very nearly doubled itself in less than a year, Be i
remeinbered foo that this is & record figure for the last

ten vears when the stock never exceeded 383,000, 1t
is also worthy of note that the exports were smaller
in quantity than during the preceding year by
nearly 134 lekh fraslas, a further testitnony to the
unpopularity of Zanzibar cloves.. Wheress in May
of lost year 18,391 bales were exrorted, during the
same month of this yea¥ only 4,500 bales were des-
patched out of. the island. We hops the moral of
these figures will not be lost on the Zangibar
authorities,
* * *

Local Boards in Bombay.

COMMENTING in-a-recent- issue on the working
of village panchayats in C.P., we had ocecasion to
draw aftention to the evil practice of levying need-
less taxation on the villagers—neediess because no
well-considered programme of expenditure was
thought out beforshand with the result that the funds
so raised were lying idle, To judge from the Govern«
ment resclution on the working of local boards in
the Bombay Presidency for 1933-34 which has re-
echitly. been issued, the.evil caonot be said to be
altogether non-existent even in Bombay where
the village panchayuat movement is not as strong as in
'C. P. Ouly the offending body happens to be, not &
panchayat but a- district local board, though the funds
raised by additional taxation were intended for
village improvement. But whether it was & pancha-
yat or a distriot local board that was respongible for
raisingy unwanted funds; the practice itself is to be
severely condemned. And we strongly echo the hope
expressed in the resolution that early steps will be
taken to put the funde to their legitimate use.

* » *

ANOTHER noteworthy point about the working
of local boards is that the publio prejudice against
‘the admission of depressed elasschildren ¢ ordinary
schools and their being treatéd there withoué any
distinction is slowly dying out. It is observed from
the resolution’ that the Central Division did not
experienca any trouble on this account ; while in the
Soutbern division the strength.of will displayed by
a local board was instramental in beating down the
opposition, When objection was taken by the
villagers to the unrestrioted admission of depressed
class children to some mchools, the board concerned
preferred to ¢lose the schools rather than pander
to public prejudice by c¢loging them againgt the
admission of these children, This had the desired
effect on the villagers who thereafter ceased to object
to these children receiving equal freatment with any
othér class of pupil in the schools. The admirable
example set by this board wiil, it is hoped, be copied
with bonefit by bodies similarly oircumstanced.

* | *

Education in Bombay.

IN these days of extreme economic depression
it is somewhat comforting to note from the Bombay
educational report for 1933—34 that, in spite of a fall.
of 141 in the number of educsational institutions,
there was ar increase of 42,200 in their strength.
More than & half of the total decrease iu the number
of institutiona fell to the lot of primary education,
but luckily it did not betoken a decrease in the num-
ber of pupils, As & matter of fact, this went up
by over 28,000, which represents two-thirds of the
total increase in the number of pupils during the
year. Even so the percentage of scholars to the
ropulation ‘showed & slight increase from 6-11
to 6-30, ‘

»* * »

SOME idea of the inadequaoy of the faeilities for
primary eluoation may be gained -from the faok
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-tlmt.:eut of -the 25.859 tow»ns nnnd villages in the
presidency, as many a8 16,200 were without: a school.
The smalinese of population -may -not justify the
opening of & school in many of these villages.. But
it is high time that serious attempts were made to
equip at least nll villages with a population of 500 and
more, which number nearly 2,000, with a primary
sobool, This should he 8 _matter of practicsl politios
even in the present hard times and we would suggeat

to looal authorities the desuabxhty of early action

in that direotion.

a i Y

. A REFERENOE to the working of compulsory edu- '

cation would not be out of place here, Only twelve
local authorities have so far come forward to -Intro.
duce .it, none having done &0 during the lask six
years, But even wbhere it is in operation, it is a
regrottable fact that it has not resulted in any appre-
oiable incresse in attendance. This ie attributed
4o theunwillingness .of the educations] authorities
concerned to exercise all:the powess vested ;in -them
by the Compulsory Education Aot with a view to
enforoing attendanoe, In this conneotion the report
rightly bewails the decision of such an sdvanoced
-munioipality ae -that of :Bombay -not- to -proseouts
:parents who persistently vefuse to send.their childran
.toschoopl. In suoh cjrecgmstanges it jis not suiprising

Af the working of the . Compulsory Act is not attended |

with more satlafactory results,
»

‘¥T is & source of gratification to ‘find from the
remarks of : the- writer of the -report ont the eystem of
-secondary eduecation that- all tthese -years -of publio

* wmwgitation in favour of & ehange in it do not threaten
" to.be altogether wasted, Indeed there 'im ‘enough in

*

~ «the: report to show that-a-realisgtion of the unpsuita- |

+bility . of=the -present -vourse -of stadies in-our-high
-sehiools has begun -
-authorities.
+future, . It is something that.even: the ~Director of
Publie Instruction should be compelled to- ohuracta-
~tise the eourse of instruction in high schools aa* “too
~theoretieal, uniform -and unvelated to the -daily life
mnd surroundmga ‘of the pupil.” But this is
- notall, He-goes.ﬁurther-snd-w-itb refreahing oan-
. stour g0 -yarely met. with in Government reporls or
ﬂxhl:c&aﬂons exposos the weaknesses of the system,
o sat

‘to ‘dawn -on - our eduestional.
This is *fuil of heppy augury for the-

The pralont .lysiom gives littls scope for developing
the pupil’s pergouvality or for stimulating hia oapavity for
thioking and doing for himself. Preparation for the

" Matriculaticn examination has beooms the main business
of the sscondary sohool, and crsmming facts and words
in order to pasa the examination the main objaotive of the
~average pupil. Eduoation must be regarded as somathing
more than mere hook-learring. The Becessity of broadan-
ing the ourriqulum is aleo imperative, It is desirable ko
develop within the school—particularly in a tig one, a
multiple currionlum in order toprovide suitabla alternate
.acurses.of education for pupils of differing capacities and
+dispositions. The chief defest in.the present system,of
sscondary education is thatibe needs of the pupil who
will not go to the University are not suffiolently taken into
consideration, A lthough it is peocessary that all pupils
should receive some general education, whbatever may bo
their aim of life, it should be poasible for boys to bransh
. off at & suitahle atage to one of a selection of coursgs
professional, commerofal, industrial and so on.
This plea by the head of the depsrtment for & re-
orientation of the sscondary course iz not the less
welcome beosuse it is so belated, We hops no more
-time will hereafter be lost.in - putting ‘into effect the
- bifurcation scheme -whioh has engaged the. ‘minds of
.aducational experts. for years past.. Before.leaving
the subject of secondary . education, it desarvea to be
noted that the pptmn allowed by the ‘University to
“answer papers in history and elassical languages in
-the vernacular is being inoreasingly-exercised. ;
R » »

“WE are plessed to find that the number of dep-
-ressed olass pupils in various edueational institu-
tions rose by nearly 3,500 to 170,500, a little over
- 68,000 of whom were to be found in the primary
stage Their number in seeondary sohools also rose
by nearly 200 to 1,621; and that in receipt of colle-
giate education from 29 to 36, There wore 466
special primary sohools and eclasses for depresséd
olass children with 18,000 pupila in-them., Strenu-
. ous attempts are not lacking on, the part of the local
_educational authorities to,give effect to the policy
" of Government which is to encourags the admission
-of depressed olass ohildren to common -schools and
«to prevent the obsarvance of any 'disopimination
. sgainst these ohildren in thosa schaola,

* . *

END ‘OF :CONSTITUTIONALISM.

IR HERBERT.SAMUEL, in. guppotiog the Third,
th) Reading.of-the India -Bill -in the:Heusze of
Commons, obseryed :

The Britlsh Parliament to-dey says._ o, the Indinn
. .mationt “Take this Bill. We have.woarked ak it and
. shayed it an well as we gould,. 'Wa know that you; think

it is lnadequate, yot accep it for whas it is, make the beat’

.qut of it, and If the results justify it at mo. disgand date
this Perliament, gladly and readily, will no-operata with
_..¥cu to enlarge the boynda of kepdom. wider yet, "

: \Misa Rathtone said much the syrae thing. “If you oan-
+not get a mile, get & yard ; if you eannct get & yard,
get a foob; §f you oannot get a foot, get an Inoh,”
* This,* .ahe remarked, *' is the English way ;" and
»she bewailed the faot that, ‘* unfortunately, it -is nob
‘the Indian.way." Both these members appealed to
Judispa. to- evercome their sense of bilter diesatis-

- faotion.with the India Bill, now thas it is about ¢o be

passed into an Aot, and - work the newgonstitutionin s

apirit of good-will, giving it the best possible chance.

The Government spokesmen,. too, of course, made the
.same appeal. But we . pariicularly emphasize .the
. appeal made by the Opposition parties, as it certainly
de:erves -more consjderation onm the part of Indian
politicians, British friends.of India say in effect:
“This 'is & good constitution- on the whole. Tt will
fmprove India’s position considerably. But if, after
an honest trﬁal..l it is found, contrary _to our expect.
. .atione, that it does nok, promote India’s growth as it
nahould, wa shal]l know what to do. This constitution
is by no means final. ‘We shall be quite willing to
amend it a8 may become neoessary. '’

_‘That the constitution, as it is embodied in the Bill,
js gravely nneatisfactory cannot be denied. No
Indian: is going to- be persvaded- to take s different
view. ~The only question is whether it can and will
" be, amended in futuge to_suit India's .growing needs,
_.Jn . shig connexiqm -one thing .must he remembered,

«and -it-was siressed . by Pandis Hirday Nath Kunzru
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at the Servants of India Society’s Anniversary on
the 12th inst., viz, that meny changes which formerly
could  be introduced by the executive on its own re-
sponsibility will hereafter require Parliamentary
sanction. Mr, Kurzru gave an instance in point. The
propottion of Indians in the I. C. 8. could till now be
increased by the Secretary of State by exscutive action,
Buathenoceforth an amending Act will have to be passed
by both Houses of Parliament sanctioning larger
recruitment of Indians. Similarly, by mere ohanges
in the Instrument of Instruotions many important
constitutional alterations are capable of being made,
but these changes can, in the Indian constitution, be
made only if Parliament by effirmative resolution
approves of them, It appeared to Indians ab first as
if the Instrument of Instructions would receive added
panotity by remson of the sanction of Parliamen$
behind ii, and that from that point of view it would
be an advantage to India. Buat, as Major Attles has
often pointed out, the only object—and in any case
the effect—of these provisions is to prevent a libezal-
minded Secretary of State ( the liberal mind is now
absent from the Liberal Party but fs only to he found
in the Labour Party ) from widening the scops of self-
government within the existing framework of the con-
stitution, for the House of Lords is sure to impose a
veto upon every suoh proposal, This means that the
future constitutional development of India, even in
minor matters, which are usually disposed of by the
executive, will have to wait upon the pleasure of the
ultra-conservative sestion in England, and ons can
well imagine what progress is possible in these
circumstances,

‘While the oceasione for having to goto Parlia-
ment for constitutional changes have been infinitely
multiplied, almost an insurmountable barrier has
been raised against Parlisment itself making any
ch'anges in the federal provisions, even if it were so
minded, by reason of the faot that the individuam]
consent of all the federating States will be required
to all sueh changes. This aspect of the new consti-
tution has been fully grasped only by the Labour
Party in England, and by none toco many even
among the radiocsl politicians in India, We cannot
therefore thank members of the British Labour
Party too warmly for bringing this fact prominently
to the attention of Parliament. Major Milner, for
instance, gpoke as follows in the House of Commons
on the Third Reading :

In plain language, His Majesty's Qpposition oppose
this Bill because not only doea it not carry cut our repeat-
ed pledges, but It does not hold cut even the early hope
of those pledges baing oarried out, If the new Constitu-
tion provided even a satiafaotory starting point, if the
foundations were well and truly laid, if we saw that in
the near future it was possible for the Indian people to
build a superstructure on those foundations, we might be
willizg to acoept half a loaf aa being better than no bread,
But we are not so persusded. The major defects of the
Bill are two. They are oomplementary, and to a large
extent merge one inko the other, On the one hand, the
forces and the interests of properiy and privilege are
installed in power praoctioally in perpetvity. On the
other hand, the Indian people, 00 matter how well fitted

or how desirous they may be to-day, or they may become
tomorrow, oannoé of their own volition progress one

step on the road to the goal we have promised that they
shall reach. -

The situatiom with which Indians are faced will
be clearly understood only when we keep steadily
before our mind’s eye the fact that not only are the
defects in the constitution of a serious character, but
that they are permanent, And they are permanent, nat
only in the senme that Indians of their own volition
eannot remove them, but that even Britishers of
their own volition cannot do so. Major Milner
referred to this when later he maid : “ It will not be
possible for even the British Parliament, still less
the Indian Legislature, to impose their will on the
Prinoes without their agreement.” It is not as if the
British Parliament, not obtaining the Princes’ agrue-
mant, oan introduce the desired reforme in British
India, leaving the States alone. The States have besn
given the power of saying: " The reforms shall not
be introduced in British India either ; if they are, we
shall step out of the federation.,” K ven the British
Parliament, therefore, not to spesk of the Indian Legis-
latuze, will find itself powarless to make a forward
move in the federal sphere in any - part of India—in
the part which is under its direct control as well
g8 in the part which is under its indireot control.
The same point was very foroibly put by Mr. Morgan
Jones in the following passage in his speech :

The Princes come into the Federation on their own
tormsa, and the terms are to be stated through the medinm
of an instrument callod the Instrument of Acoession. It
is impossible, and it will be impossible for any future
government, to .permit any constitutiona} ochange to take
place in India sxoept with the assent of the Princes there-
to, because, the moment that any ochange of a constitu-
tional kind takes place, at that moment each Prince
will be entitled to may, *I never entered tha Federation
on those terms, and I am absolved, therafore, from the
Instrument under which I camé in.” You oan, of course,
say to the Prince who objects: " Why atand in the path
of progress ; why not conoeds sBomething to the ocnditions
of the time?"” But he will be entitled to reply to you
in the words of * The Merchant of Venice ™ :

“Is it 5o nominated in the bondt"

He will osll attention to his bond, and he will be able

to ocharge you not to move one step further, because, if

you do, you will thereby break the Instrument of Acces-
gion and the agreement with him that is implied therein,

If, on the other hand, you say to him, *If you atand in

the path of progress, if youl oppose progressive legislation,

you are likely to oreate trouble,” he will beentitled to

Bay:

“ My deeds upon my head! I crave the law,

The penalty and forfeit of my bond.”

I am not overstating the facts, for, when His Highness
the Maharaja of Patiala spoke some time ago on this
matter, he took good oare to warn the Government that
he and his follow Princes were not going to be compeslied
to wear what he ocalled the Neseus shirt of disoredited
political theory, What did he mean? He i3 going to
have no demooraoy; he is going to have no Governmens
progrees in that department; he is going to insiat thas
his autcoracy shall remain inviolate and inviolable.

Indians must realise therefore that this ie not a
trapsitional acheme of yeforms, but a final one. All
the defects that it will now:contain will be pstrified
and will remain in perpetuity. All the autocracy
that we may now wink at and that is now in a some-
what fluid condition will freeze and will be whoily
irremovable—exoept at the. will of the autocrats
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themselves, There is no chance of any improvement
being brought about by constitutional action alone—
even in the distant future. This I8 the plain truth of
the matter, and many patriotic Indians feel that the
oonstitution, instend of being the dawn of a new era,
is the first crack of doom. If iz certainly the doom
of constitutionalism. Even so, however, writers and
speakers do not like to ond their articles and speeches
on a possimistio note. It meems to be the invariable
rule of publicista to put some optimism into their
perorations. Even the Labour Party members
{axcepting only Col, Wedgwood), convinoced as they
are that the oonstitution, besides being reactionary
in the provisions now made, will prevent future
growth, ocounsel Indians to make the best use of
a very bad instrument that has been given them and
even hold out the hope that when the Labour Party
comes into its own it would put matters straight. We
know of course that this does not signify anything in
partioular and that these sentiments are utiered only
to provide what is regarded as a good ending
to a gpeech. It is supposed to be the thing to do.

Msjor Milner thus happened to say, after a speech
which was full of utter hopelessness, “ I can onjy
hope that a Government may goon be in power
in this country which will right the wrongs that are
now being done, and will do as Campbell-Bannerman
did in South Africa and do it gensrously, trustfully
and coursgeousiy.” The Aftorney-General fastened
upon this empty adornment in the peroration of his
spesch snd asked ¢ If the wrongs now done are irre-
mediable, how is the Labour Government going to
remedy them? The faot that the Labour Party
hopes to put things right at a future date
implies that the consiitution is not past repair.
“That does not look,” he said, “as though the
domination of the Princes were imposed upon India
for all time.” Major Milner had to admit: “I express~
ed a pious hope,” 1tis a pious hope that India will
be able to realise her destiny through this constitu-
tion, The only hope lies in the possibility that the
very safeguards ocontained in it will hasten its des-
truction, '

SPARKS FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY ANVIL,

House of Commons : 4th and 6th June.

POLITICAL CALM,

N the Third Reading of the India Bill in the House
O of Commons on 4th and 6tk June, the question
that was asked most insistently was: What is

the support of Indian public opinion behind the Bill ?
Whom will it eatiafly in India? Sir Samuel Hoare
refused to believe that “ no one in India wants the
Bill and that no one in India is going to work the
Bill” He felt sure, on the contrary, in spite of the
“wave of furious oriticism that we mee raging in
India from one end to ancther,” that “ the constitution
enshrined in the Bill is workable and will be worked”

and, what is more, will be worked *loyally snd sen-

gibly *, aa the Montagu-Chelmsford reforma were
worked by Indian publioc men who had, at the time
when the reforms wers passed, expressed discontent
with them, 8ir Samuel Hoare did not deem it neces-
sary to mention here that on the earlier oceasion
those from whom the Government received co-opera-
tion had expressed, contrary perhaps to the supposed
wont of politicians in general, support of the con-
stitutional proposals—disoriminating support it is
true, but support all the same. They had promised
to work the reforms loyally, and they carried out
their promise to the best of their abilities.

Is there a olasa or group of public men in India
outside the ranks of reactionaries upon whose support
the Government can now rely ? The former supporters
have deserted the Government. They have begome
unocompromising oritios of the Bill. They would live
under the old constitution than go under the new
one. There are of course some—to oall them a hand-
ful would be to exaggerate their numbers; very dis-
$inguished men they are. Sir Toj Bahadur Sapru, the
mosat eminent of them, was referred to by name by
Visoount Halifax i the House of Lords as a,counter-

blast to all the other Libaralg who have expressed
themsel ves as preferring the sfalus quo ante to the new
constitution. We do not mind the disparagement to
which they were subjected by Viscount Halifax in
magnifying the importance of Sir Tej who, be said,
“has as muoh influence as any other Liberal in.
India and who knows much more what he is talking
about than a great many people who talk more than
he does,” but the relevant question is: can Sir Tej and
those who think with him that the new constitution,
however bad, is better than the present one, bs relied
upon to bring the country round to work the consti-
tution * loyally " ? Sir Samuel Hoare and Viscount
Halifax quoted the opinions of Congressmen to
show that the Bill, when it passes into an Act,
will be worked, But will it be worked contentedly

or sulkily, smoothly or “tempestuously ” as
Col. Wedgwood putit? The Seoretary of State

appealed both to British and Indian oritics at
the end so to adjust their outlook towards the
provisions of the Bill as to ensure “a period of
political oalm in India in which the Bill oan be
brought into operation with the best possible hope of
success.” So far es political India is concerned, the
appeal is aure to fail on deaf ears., There will be no
political ocalm, but & fierce political tempest. Sir
Samuel Hoare—or rather his sucoesscr Lord Zetland
—should begin inquiring what active help he may
count upon from those upon whom the Government
is relying in subduing the tempest.

Sir Samuel Hoare realised that the Government
was in need of Indian support The Bill was in fact
put forward because he deteoted an improvemeat in
the political atmosphere in Indis, and he feared ghat
but for such reforms the Government would lose the
support of the “large body of Indian central opinion”
that he thought the Government had behind it. The

L]
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faot that the Central and Provincial Legislatures had
passed “ drastio measures for the restoration of law
and order ¥ was, to him, evidence of the support of
central opinion, and he was therefore unwilling to
“ maintain the sfafus quo " and * stay our legislative
hand.” If the present constitution were maintained
intact without any alteration, “ the problem of Indian
government would be made tenfold more difficult,”
This central body of opinion has definitely dis-
appearad, and if Congressmen too are thinking of
entering the Councils it is only for the purpose of
preventing the adoption of the drastic measures for
the reatoration of law and order that Sir Samuel
Hoare had in mind. It would ba well if the Govern-
ment got rid of any illusions it might have on the
subject. Sir Samuel also referred to the lifting of an
economic ban a8 a sign of central opinion asserting
itself, The new constitution may safely be relied
upon to insugurate once again the boyecott movement.

Sir Samusl Hoare feels no qualme of conscience
for bringing autocratio Princes into a professedly
democratic constitution. Princely nomination guits
the British Government at least as much as it suits
the Princes themselves, He has a theoratical justi-
fication for it too. For the All-India federation, based
on the nominative system, will be, aocording to him,
' a system of government which will combine within
it the experiences and institutions of the West and the
experiences and the institutions of the Indian States
in the East”; it “may prove a bridge between Asia and
Europe™ It is of course of no account to him tha$
Indin does not want this blend of Eastern and
Western civilisations, bul that it wants a Western
democracy pure and simple. But it is no use arguing
with Sir Samuel Hoare on this basis, The only argu-
ment that will appeal to him is that the enforcement
of the new constitution will set in motion a veritable
political tempest, and we are glad to be able to promise
him thie. The political conflict between British and
Indian, between Princes and people and batween
the privileged and unprivileged, will deepen as the
constitution will come into foroce,

SAFEGUARDING POLITICAL REACTION.

THE Labour Party, it must be said to their credit,
did sll that was in their power to squelch the re.
forms. Their criticism was comprehensive and far-
reaching. Mr. Morgan Jones attacked federation
on the ground that it was mokivated by a desire to
entrench reaction, Hoe said:

Instead of permitting the Princes to join the Federation
without prejudicing the future progress of British India,
the Government have prooceseded to safeguard the Prin-
ces—to make British India join the Federation without
prejudioing the Princes, The single thought which has
dominated the mind of the Government has been how to
protect the Princes, and not how to proteot British India.
It ia a typical Conservative approach, and I do not com-
piain of that; but it is not an approach, in my judgment,
which is caloulated to remove the fears and apprehensions
and to meet the aspirations of the Indian peopls. Instead
of safeguarding politioal progress, the Government have
safeguarded political reaction. I agree that some Princas
—TI have never denied it—oan disclose within the borders
of the territories over which they reigm eloments of

progress that should make evea British India blash and
glow with shame, but thoss are sxosptions, In the main,
taking ths Prinoes as a whole, everyone knows that they
represont a regime, a form of government, which is cer-
tainly not demoeratia,. When, thersfora, we sesk to
placate the Frinces to the exclusion of the aspirations
and 1deals of British India, we are, in my judgment,
laying ourselves open to ihe chargs that is propovuced
in our Amendmesnt, namely, the safeguarding of privileges

COURCIL OF TNACTION.

THE Labour Party's rejeotion motion was based
on four grounds, of which one was that the Bill
“ entrenches in the legislature the forces of wealth,
privilege and reaction.” He made this good by
pointing out the serious and incurable defects in the
composition of the central and provincial legisla-
tures, The Legislative Assembly of the federation
is to consist of 375 members, of whom 125 are to be
“ representativas of the autooratic Princes™ * acting
as one solid bloe, who are going to take good care
that nothing in the nature of progress shall be re-
gistered whatsoever,” “ But,” he eaid, * that is not
sll. Take the Council of Action—( Lrughter.) Itisa
mers misnomer; I should have said, * Tha Cruneil of
Inaction.’ Let me take the Council of State, which
bas 260 members, including 104 representing the
Princes.... It cannot be denied that the effact of this
instrumeat will be that progress in India will be
ufferly impossible execept with the good-will of this
body of people, wheo represant only autoeratio indivie
duals. ™ In all the major Provinces there ara to be
second chambers, and these second chambers are o
be indissoluble, “iaviolate. " Here Mr. Jones quoted
from an article by Sir Austen Chamberlain in the
Daily Telegraph of 3td December; 1934, which alee
throws light on the motives of the Joint Select
Cowmittee in recommending indirect election to the
Assembly, The passage is well worth reproducing
here.

“If we let slip the opportanity it may not recur; it
certainly will not retuen inso favaurable a form, In all
that concerns us most, the interests of the Princes of
India are the same as qurs. Thsir attachment to the
person of the King-Emperor and to the Empire has besen
proved again and again. The presence of their represen-
tatives in the two Chambers of the Legislature will be
a consetvaiive snd stabilising element, which will be
further fortified by the resommendations of the Joink
Committee in Yegard to the method of election of the two
Chambets and theindissolubility of the Upper House "'

BOoUND HAND AND FOOT,

THE Labour Party’s second ground of attack was
that the Bill * fails te make adequaks provision for
enfranchisement and rspresentation of workers, both
men and women.” In the Federal Assembly Labour’s
share of representatives is only 10, while the Euro-
peans alone, numbering round about 70,000 get 8
representatives, Europsans reprasent mostly com-
merce and industy and as such they get additional
representation. Thus they have “dual representation.™
Commerce and industry are to have 11 representa-
tives while Iabour fs to have 10. In tha Council of

- State there fa not a single tepresentative of Iabour.

|In the Provincial Assemblies Iabour is given 38
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peats, landlords 37 and representatives of commerce,
industry, mining and planting 56. The third ground
of attack of the Labour Party wes that the Bill
“ imposes undue restrictions on the exercise of self-
government.” In making this point he referred to the
Labour Perty's demand for implementing “the find-
ings of tLe Rawlinson Committee that 30 years shall
be taken as the definite period of the Indianisation of
the Army.” He summed up the situation thue:“I
am not overstating it, I think, when I say that we
have bound the Indian legislatures hand and foot.
Wo have even given power to the Governor-Genersl
and the Govarnor to geg the Indian Speakers, The
Governor-Genersal has the power to stap & Bill from

being introduced, the power to stop it in its passage, |

and the power to withhold his consent when it {s
paesed, and that is called, In the terminology of the
Government, gelf-government for the Indian people.”

— ————

INDIA'S “DUE PLACE” AMONG DOMINIONS.
THE last point on whioh Mr. Morgan Jones

dwelt in opposing the third Reading of the Bill was |

thst the Bill “ dees not contain the means for the
realisation of Dominfon Status.” In omibting a pre-

amble from this Bill and keeping alive & preamble |

to a dead Aot, whelly inapplicable to present condi-
tions, the Government, he said, had failed o carry
out its promises and has “ prevarioated,” The At-
torney-General had pointed out in justification toa
.phrase in the Instrument of Instructions to the
Qovernor-Goeneral about India cooupying in fulness
oftime * its due plave *” among His Majesty’s Domi-
nions, Aa Major Milner observed, this phrases
instead of glving an assurance, will only cause mis™
givings in Indis. The words, he said, “signify a
poesibility, if nok, indeed, a probability, of a lesa

exalted and & lees free place in the Commonwealth }

than that attained by other Dominions,.”

FroM NON-CO-OPERATION TO TERROR!SM,

£1R HENRY PAGE-CROFT pointed out how the
Government had shifted its ground in regard to the
Bill. When the Bill was introduced, the Lord
Chancellor rsid, in a poetie speeoh, " India is thirsty,
India s ealling. You have put the cup to her
lips, do nct dclay her drinking it.” *Sad to relate,”
however, Sir Heury observed, “India regards the

cup a8 Dpoison, and mow in the smored name of |
Campbell,

democracy we ceme to this House and have to in-
dulge in foroible feeding, if the draught is to be
swallowed atall.” For“noman dare pay to-day
that India wants this Bill,” end " His Majesty’s
Government have positively refused to allow the
elocted represantatives in India to decide whether or
not they desire these reforms, whieh we are going to
force them to work.”

1t is no use the Government congratulating itself
upon non-ce-operation having come to an end. Mr.
Wise wained the Government that the only result of
forcirg & hated Bill upon India weuld be that mnon.
viclent mon-cooperation would give place to ter-
rorfem, e fundamental are its defects, He paid:

b
i
U
b

#’

All that this Bill lays down i{s to provide India with
8 Constitution which will oot work, a Federation which
will not work, an eleotoral syatem whish cannot redound
to the benefit of the people of India. Yt fs impossibla for
this elsotoral aystem ever to work, The Constitution
whioh we are giving India is one of such impossibitity that
the most hardened constilntion-mongers would shudder
to itnpose it on a conntry. Kven the AbbeSieyes would
turn in kis grave if he were asked to design a conatitution
of this sort. He waa one of the greatest experts and once
produced 19 constitutions in three months, lut never one
aa bad as shis,” The oonstitutions which he produced
were followed by diotatorship, diotatorship by revolution
and revolution by au incompstent monarchy. I shink
that we should take thought that we ara not taking the
same sequence of events in India by the inatallation of a
permanent cligarohy which the people of India will never
have any power to oriticise and whioh minorities will have
no power to turn cut of office, and whether by that instal-
lation we are not opening the way to the only weapons
which oppressed petples have at long last—the sword,
the lamp-poat and the rope to harg? It may well ba that
despairing of the justics whioch we have taught them to
sppreoiate, they will take the last and most desparate
measures, and then we shall bs called on to use our
forces and our machine-guns to restore order for thak
government which will have oaused ths ironbls, and the
life of every man killed in a riot then will lie far mors at
our doors than now when a riot isocaused by agitation
against our rule,

CALLING THE BLUFF.

SIR EDWARD T. CAMPBELL was in India when
the Legislative Assembly debated the Joint Select
Committee’s Report. When he heard the spesches
condemning the Bill, he wished he were able to ¥iss in

' the Assembly and say on behalf of Government:

“ Well, gentlemen, you say you do not want the Con-
stitution offered to you in this Bill. Very good. I have
the authority of His Majesty’s Government to Inform you
that the Bill will be withdrawn forthwith and yon will
have to wait for some other Government. to bring in
abew Bill.”

“T am convinced,” said he, “that in such oira
cumstances the Assembly would have asked that
the Bill should not be withdrawn—ihat they would
have asid, * Better this than nothing.'' If Indians
weore only bluffing, why did not the Government call

" their bluff ¥ Why does it not call their bluff now?

‘Why does it not accept Lord Hugh Cecil’s suggestion
and sither got Indian support for the Bill or shova off
its responsibility for dropping it. Obviously Sir
Samuel Hoare is not quite so cocksure about the
result of & vote in the Assembly as Sir Edward

THE PRESERVATION OF PRINCES BILL.

CAPT. CAZALET, a supporter of the Bill, showed
how groundless were the objections of the die-hards,
that the new aonstitution would completely destroy

' tha British power in Indis, and In all that he said
[ on this point Indians agree wholeheartedly. He

observed =—

Wao hear a lot about the ateel frame, and we are told
that we are undermining it, It is well t0 remember that
in spita of what has been said aboat abdicaticn and
desertion the Avmy remains, the Viceroy remains, the
Gavarnors remain, the advisers remais. Under thia Bill
no official of the all-India servioe can be dismissed, irans=
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ferred or promoted without the sanotion of the Gevernors,
who themselves arg appointed by the Crown. So much of
Indian affairs is psyohological. 8¢ much depends wupon
prestige, etatus and complexes of that kind, but I believe
that the results of this Bill may bs very different from
those that are commonly imagined,

- Nor does Capt. Cazalet subscribe to the die-hard

opinion that the Bill is the Princes Suicide Bill and
‘that the Princes will refuse to join the federation. On
the contrary he says, “ a truer definition of the Bill
would be the Preservation of Princes Bill. He
observed :

Let us frankly face the situation and ask ocutnelves this
question: *“ How many of the Princes in the glory of
their isolated autooracy will be able to continue to exist
surrounded by a sea of demooratio Provinces and with
a strong move and olaim for an all-British India Federa-
tion growing wp around them ™ Most of the difficulties
and objections of the Pringes have been ones of para-
mountoy, protocols and so forth, whioh we cannot disouss
here, but I beliove that it will not be long before it will
bo seen how wige it has been on the part of the Prinoces,
even at the cost of some small measure of their sovereign
rights, to take a part in the all-India Federation, and how
wise from our owp point of view it has been to setup a
Federation which represents the autooratic Princes on
the one hand and the depressed classes on the other.

‘No one can deny the superlative wisdom from the
British point of view of bringing what he calls the
autooratic Princes into the federation with all their
autocracy carefully preserved,

GERMS OF REVOLUTION,

THE combination of autocracy and democracy in
8 foderation is, to the Government, the supremse
merit of its plan, thus developing & new form of
western conceptions of government so as to suit

easternera, To the opponents of the Bill this is ita
supreme weakness. Mr. Annesley Williams said on
this point:

What is that Copstitution? It is a .combination of
autooracy and democracy never before ssen in the his-
tory of constitutions. How long will Britizh India submit
to the permanent nominees of the Princes having a voioce
in the government of British India while they, the .elected
reprosentatives of British India, have practically no power
in the government? How long will that state of things
ocontinue? The Constitution proposed in the Bill contains
the germs of its own destruction, and that is why to my
mind it is impoasible to support the Bill,

If the comstitution is such as can never be acoepted
by the Indian people and if further it ean never be
‘amended.in future by oconstitutional means, then it
‘is olear that there are only two choices before them :
submission or revolution. 'Wa are sure that Indians
will not submit.

No NEED FOR PROPORTIONATE PENSIONS,

GREAT ooncern was shown by Sir Joseph Nall
and some other members about the security of pen-
sions, Sir Walter Smiles, however, asked what was
the justification at all for proportionate pensions for
recent entrants into the oivil service. He remarked :

1 think that those who joined the Services long ago are
in a different position from those who joined the Services

after 1919. Everybody who joined after 1919 and every
body who invested in commerce, trade or industry after |
1919, was well aware, if they had any common senee, that.

at some date in the not too distant future the constitation
of India was to be extended and more self-government
given to the Indiana. Mombera of the Services ars intel=
ligent encugh %0 appreciate these thinge for themaeelves,
and they knew very well that if they joined after 1919
they would very probably be called to serve under Indians
and to cocupy a position very different from that which
the Indian Civil Bervice occupied in the old days when
there were no soch things as responsible legislative
counsils in the Provinoes or a responsibls Legislative
Assembly at the Centra.

EKEEPING AUTOCRATS ON THE THRONE.

AS always, Miss Rathbone's contribution to the
debate was of 8 very weighty character. She was
very much perplexed as to whether she should vote
for the Third Reading. On the one hand, her first
interest is the progress of women, and in that respeck
she recognised that“ even in its original form the
Bill did constitute a substantial advance in the
opportunities it offered to women, both as voters and
ag elected representatives;™ and “ the oconcessions
which have been made during the Committee stage
have marked & further advance.” But, on the other
hand, there are other matters in which there is no
advance but refrogression,

“The first of the questions whioch greatly perturb
me,” she said, “'is that relating to the effect of the Bill
on the interests of the subjects of Indian States, For
mally and oetensibly the Bill makes very littie change
in the position of the subjects; ... nevertheless
the Bill does actuslly make a change in two respects.
( First, the Government has undertaken ) solemnly to
reaffirm the inviolability of the treaties, sanads, and

- engagements which bind us to keep those autograts

on their thrones. The resffirmation of an ancient
treaty as part of a new bargain creates a new situs-
tion, and is a different and more serious thing than
merely allowing an ancient treaty to run on until &
substantial reason arises for {erminating it.”
Second, with the establishment of federation preven-
tion of groes misrule in the States, which is the duty
of the paramount power, will be rendered still more
difficult. .

The Butler Roport boasts how very rarely the power of
intervention hus been exeroised. . . . It is plain that it will
be harder in the future to seoure intervention when suoh
intervention might risk forfeiting the good-will of a parti-
oniar Rular whose support is needed for some measure
whioh the Government think important, It is aoknow-
Iedged even by ac distinguished a oconstitutional lawyer
as Mr. Panikkar, now in the service of the States, that
the position of the subjeot of an Indian SBtate * is anoma-
lous and sometimes lacks the guarantees of ordinary
vitizenship.” He saya that those subjects * havea duai
allegiance, ene to their immediate Ruler and the other
indivectly to the paramount power . , . They seem to have
no rights as against either.”

Mise Rathbone then goes fo point out how
Mahatma Gandhi has, in his representations to the
Round Table Conference, let down the poor subjects
of the States :

Qongress naver sesmd to have inturested itsslf vigorously

in safegnarding the interests of the subjeota of Indian
States. I anpposa thoy are reluctans to admit that Indians

cau in any oiroumstances be worse off under Indian Rulers
thanunder the hated British rolers. One hears that in the



JUNE 20, 1935 ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

325

i

fotnre we may look for improvement, besause of the closer
union between the Indjan States and the people of British
Indigs that is bound to taks place as & result of federa-
tion, and which will necessarily bring about n free flow
of progressive ideas nod of sooial reform within the States.
Yot the Bill ia full of precautions whioh tend to prevert or
Yimit the free breath of publicity through the States to
dispel the thick mists which prevent us from knowing
+what fe happening in all those 500 States.

X refer to this now because the Seoretary of State told

4, I think it was on 25th February, that he intended,
thoush Dot in the Bill or in the Instrument of Accession,

to take an opportunity solemnly to reaffirm the inviolabi-
ity of treaties and engagementis between ourselves and
the Indian States. I hops that we shall have an assurance

't from the Under-Secretary as to thekind of ocoasion which
-will be taken for meking that reaffirmation. I hope it

*  will be a publio cccasion, and that the House will be able
to discuss the matter.

aistent with the natural rights and duty of a great demo- |i

-oraoy like this, and to refuse to uphold, whether aotively
-or passively, any form of rule which is resulting in the
-oppression of the people under that rule, or that is resnls-
ing even in the suppression of their rightful aspirations
towarde greater freedom? Now that we arein the last
stages of thia Bill and ars letting the Moasure pass ont
of our hands, wea ought to romember the respimsibilities
that wo have towards these 80,000,000 ivhabitants of the
Iodian States, of whom wo know so little aud have heard
8o little, yet whose future will be inevitably and irrevo-
oably affected. We should not Joas sight of their inte-
reats now or in future years.
. The other question which perturbed Miss Rath-
"bone was what exactly Indians felt about the Bill,
“Would they want Parliament to kill the Bill?
“Would they prefer the sftafus quo? Would they
rTather have no Bill than this Bill? Would they
-rather go on as they are in the hope of something
better later on ? She could not make up her mind and
wished she could have visited India to find out. On
this point she would have had no doubt at all if she
‘had found it possible to some to Indias. Beyond,
:ghall we say ?, half & dozen politicians we are certain
she would have met none even amongst the mode-
-rately progressive people who would not unhsesitat-
-ingly prefer the stafus quo. But she continued to
entertain doubts till the end, and ultimately she
decided to vote for anamendment asking for the widen-
ing of the Bill, but to vote against it if the carrying
~of it meant an end to the Bill- without the prospect
-anything better coming on soon, for she felt that,
defective as the Bill wag, it contained. " eloements and
-peeds of future growth,” an opinion which we heve
examined elsewhere at some length,

BRITISH DEMOCRACY AND INDIAN AUTOORACY.

MAJOR ATTLEE, like other members of the
Labour Party, was muoh conoerned at the possible
“reperoussions that autooratic Prinoes may have on
British India in the new constitution, Hoe said:

' ‘We must look forward for the development of India to
the development in the States of dsmocratis inatitutions,

You have them already in some. We havs not the power

to foroe the rulers of Indian Statea to mske thess

-thanges, but we should give all possible chanos for the

May I venturs to hops that the |
Leader of the Labonr Party may find it possible then to |
-atate on behalf of his party that, if ever his party returns 1
to powaer, it will hold itself perfoctly free to reconsider |
any agreement made with Indien Princes whioh isincon- |

foroes that are in the Provincay to flow over into the”
Btates, bopauss thers is & great danger ifin any way you
rely on the Statea for what is oalled s conservativae
element at the Centre to keep national forces in cheok.
The danger there is that we are pledged to support the'
Bsates. Jf you make the Btates instruments of reaotion.;
you will kava the Provinoes sgitating among the people
of those States. British demooracy may be placed in a
vory diffioult position. I ocertainly hope that RBritish
democracy would refuose to come %o the aid of people who
were reastionary in their own Btates.... .

If you are going to use the States as a reactionary force -
at the Centre—we have already overloaded the Centrs
with the States—and rule India and the Btates through
the representatives of vested interests, the resnlt will be',
that you will get Provinces where thera is a oompara-.
tively advanced majority breaking away from tha Ceutre
and the whole of your strueture will break down,

WHY 18 A WHITE CIVIL SERVICE NEEDED

IT will no longer be possible in future, as it was
“in the past, to increase the proportion of Indian re-
- oruits in the Indian Civil Service. For any change
.in the existing conditions in this respect an amend-:
 ing Act of the British Parliament is necessary. Some-
people do not understand why such & drastiv provi-
' gion should have been introduced. Sir John Ward-
law-Milne supplied the answer to such a question in'
the debate : ' '

" The safeguards which there are in India to-day lie in
the carrying out of the logal sots of the (Government of
India by a loyal and trustworthy Clvil Ssrvice and
by the other loyal Services of the Crowa. . Should any-
thing occur to make it necessary for the Vioeroys,
‘Governors-General or Governors of the future to take
action under this Bill when it becomes an Aot, the duty
to take such action will bring new deocisiona or the orders
into being and they will beoome the law of land, which
must be ocarried out by those loyal servauts just as they
are carrying out the orders which they reosive to.day.

Wo must confess that there is much force in this.

White oivil servants are required to put into force
the orders of the White Grovernors.

A JUMFPING-OFF PLACE.

THE Marquess of Hartington's was probably ﬁé
ghortest speech on the Third Reading, but it was orie
of the best, In the course of it he said : .

We believe that the Bill ean do nothing but harm.- It
will cost much money and will satisfy no seotion of Indian
opinion, because it is based upon fraud and upon telling
two different atories to two different lots of people. To
the Princes the Goveroment say, “It is quite all right:

- your fears are unfounded,” and the Government go at the

same time to the Indian politicians and tell them that
their lawful aspirations for self-government ars to be
satisfied. A Bill based upon snoh unstable foundations
cannot be a sucoess. It will prove no solution to the
Indian problem and no dsparture from or settlement of
that problem, but only » jumping-off place for fresh
difficultiea and dissatiafactions in India and fresh troubles
at home in the shape of further unemployment among
that asation of our industry which depends upon the well=
being of india for marketing {43 goods. Instead of getting
India ont of the way, we shall be bringing India inte the
forefront of politios, and we shall be for many years to
come in s wmuch less favourable poaition for grup?llng
with the problem.
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POLITIOAL HERMITS.

CENTRAL opinion in Indiais claimed by the
supporters of the (Government to be behind the
Bill. Major Cadogan, for instance, said : “ Moderate
opinion in India, as expressed in the public views of
such distinguished leaders of Indian thought as Bir
Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Jayakar and others, makes it
olear that they themselves are in favour of co-opera-
tlon. " It cannot be questioned that Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru and Mr, Jayskar form a very distinguished
pair of politicians, and. their individual support is no
doubt of grest value. But the question is: Are they
willing to beat up a political party of supporters of
the Bili? For the present they look like political
hermits, and the support of hermits to a political
mesasura does nob go far in influenclng publio opinion.

HEAD AND FRONT oF 1HE OFFENCE.

THE Liberal Party in India will be thankful o
Mr. Isaac Foot for making it plain to the House of
Commons what great weight they attach to direct
election to the Assembly and what a grave blunder
they think has been committed in the substitution of
indirect for direct election. He eaid :
The reception given to this Bill and the criticisms of the
Bill in India have very largerly gathered arcund-this
guestion. The alteration from the direct ¥o the indirect
vote has been regarded in Indis as the bead and fromt of
our offending. Roference has been made frequently to
the opposition to these proposals by the National Liberal
Federation of India. I am sure that the Liberals of
India will be flattered by the quotations which the hon.
and gallant Member for Bournemouth (Sir H, Page-Croft)
and others have made. If they have taken the trouble
to ind out the grounds on which the Liberals of India
objeot, they will have found that at the centre of thelr
objection is their intense opposition to tbe withdrawal
of the direct vote in India. At the conference whioh
took place at Poona on these proposals they direated
their attention to this matier and said that to India it
was a question of life and death.

But except for his insistence on direct election,
Mr. Foot was thoroughly disappointing in his attitude
gowards the Bill. He no doubt ssid in his Third
Reading speech that ‘‘ the safeguards are too many
and foo onerous,” but not one of them did he try to
get zejaxed or help others in getting relaxed, Iudeed,
in this very speech, after this slight reference to the
onerous character of the safeguards he proceeded to
Justify them, He declared:

In the main they are defensible in .the interests of
India, and that they are put forward on shat ground.
What the people of this country say to India is this:
*You are going to have immense powers that are not
ocomparable anywhers else in the world, If you are equal
to the responsibilities the result will be that these gresat
Provincea will be practically under your own absclute
control, but if the powers break down it is essential that
steps sbould be takem to ensure that there is some gov-
eroment.” Itis the Droblem of free government with
whioh the right hou, Gentleman the Secrstary of State
has been concerned. Freedom is a great thing, but it
must be built firet of sll on the foundation of govern-
ment.... The problem of seouring free government has
determined very largely tlie form and the purpoas of the
Bill, and explains why a great many safeguards are in
it to which so much cbjection has been taken.

In fact, Sir Hertert Samuel took great pride in
the fact that the British Liberal Party had given “a

steady and consistent support to the Bill.” ivothing
in the world is more disappointing than the so-oalled
Liberal Party's illiberaliem.

PROPPING UP THE UNION JACK.

VISCOUNT WOLMER, as was only to be expected,
delivered s furious onslaught against the Bill. Two
quotations may be given here:

What sort of Federation is this goirg to be in India ? A
Federation of unita many of whom have little in common
and some of whom do not even exist; a Federation where
the Federal law on a great many subjects will not run in
many of the aoceding States; a Federation where the
Provinces will pay income-taz and the States will not pay
income tax; s Federation part of whioh rests upon the
principles of democracy and part of which resis upon the
principles of the sheerest autcoraey ; 8 Federaticn which
has no control over €0 per oent. ol ita budget expenditure.

There is one more thing which I feel bound to say about
this Federation. It is bolstered up with vested inferests..
There is substance apd truth in the oriticism of the
Labour party that vested intereats of a reactionary type
bave an undue position in the Constitution: snd here I
tnust protest aitogether againet thess elements being
described ag & conservative influenco by hon. Members.
In listening to the speeches of Ministers one would think
that the Bocialists are right when they ssy that the Tory
party exists to protect slum landlords. That is not the
kind of Conservatism for which I joined the Tory party to
serve. I joined the Conzervative pariy becauss I admire
its ideals, Imperial and national, and I balisve that its
philosopby is founded on the teacbing of history and
human experience. But here the Government have pro-
stituted the name of Conservatism by packing the Assem-
blies and cooking the electorates in auch a way that the
very reforms whioh every decent-minded man and woman
in this conntry wonld wish to ses oarried out in Indis wilk.
be made very difficult. What is tbe use of saying that
Indiane must carry pocial reforms themselves? The
Government have made it as diffioult as possible for them.
All this was unnecessary if you had stuck to Provinelal
Government, But in order to bustress up your shaky
artificial Federation you have introduced elements which
gsome of ua are ashamed should have been brought in to-
prop up the Union Jack in India. We believe that under-
these conditicns the great constitutional experiment cam
have no fair trial, that much trouble must ensue, and that
the people of India will suffer sorely. Thoze are the rea--
sons why we oppoae tha Bill,

——

LAWS OF THE MEDES AND PERSIANS.

INDIA owes & debt of gratitude to the Leader of
the Opposition, Mxr. Lansbury, for making one point
clear. He gaid:

No one oan say with trath that shis Bill has been
produced after nonsnltation and co-operation with repre-
sentatives from India, Itis & Bill that has been put
together by British statesmen, and it is being presented
to India as aomething which we consider ia good for India
to live mnder. The right hop, Qentleman Sir Samuel
Heare has stated that he does not tale muoh stook of the-
opposition in India, because in effees—if I s misrepra-
senting him I will withdraw—it was airply a olamour
which weuld die down wheo the Bill comes to be operated
beaayse the politicians will, as they would here, want to
be in their places, manning the varicus offices and sitting
in the Assemblies that will be elected. That msy or may
not be tree, but I thick the right hon. Gentlaman has
overlocked the fact that those Indians who csame for
consultation with the Joint Select Commitiee have put on
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record th;ir objeotions to thix Bill, and, so far as I know
—and the right hon, Gentleman has dever yst $old us of
sny--thers is no reprasentative body in India of Indisns
wha have sapportsd the Bill,

To Miss Rathbone’s appeal for declaring that the
Labour Party, o eoming into power, will change the
-dreaties with the Princes, he responded as follows :

At the risk of bsiog misnnderstood, I am going to say

that T do not believe that in international jurisprudence |

{t has ever been comsidersed thit all treaties were, like
the laws of the Medea and Persiansg, never to be changed.
We sannot acospt the view that the position that the
Government are putting up in this Bill for $he Princes:
fs one whioh should last for ever., Whoen woe bave the
power, if the condition in India is what people expaect it
will be, we shall try—I am surs my friends who will ba
here will try—~—to got & more reasonable arrangement
+with the Princes as to their position within the Federal
State of India. To me, it {s quite amazing that a House
of Commons at this time of day should pass a Bilt giving
the Princes such tremendous powsr over what is oalled a
democratic constitution.

s

House of Lords :6th June.
.WHERE 13 CENTRAL OPINION ?

THE Marquess of Salisbury, in opposing the First. |

Rending of the Bill in the House of Lords, did us
the honour of referring to this paper in thege terms
Thwe 82RVANT OF INDIA repressnts an assooistion whiock

was founded by Mr. Gokhals, whom ell perions interes-

ted io this subject koow to have boen & grant suthority

The Servants of

as a moderate eformer’. And this partiovlar paper repre~
gentd the Party of Mr, Sastrl, who belonge tc the seme
seotion of opiniow. This i¢ how fhe SERVANT OF FRDIA
denls with the Governmenf's probosals. ( Thé paper
writes: ) * Politioal India certainly doss not want
this Bill and wounld honestly prefer the stafus guo to
it. If the measure depended upon Indian opinion it
would have no ohance whatever.!” What ohanoe is
thers of good-will? Whers in thie sentral body of oplaton
which supports the proposals of His Majesty's Govern-
ment? I have notthe very slightest idea whers 1t is to
be found. F have not boen qudting extreme partissms; I
have besn guoting, as far as I am abls, thiy moderate
geotion of opinion in India, sod that is what it says.

Then: Lord Salisbury quoted the Staftesman to
ehow that * moderate Europeam opinion " also voices
the same gentiments. In it fssue of March 4, it
wrote :

“ To.day thereis only the duped and mislel National
Goveornment Jleft adwocating what b tdok upon itself
moerely to carry ont the wishes of the supposadly united
voiod of India, Those Liberals who are not damnatory
are damb. Under Moslem leadership the: Assembly hay
roundly oondemuned i, Mosles, Oorigress, Liberals,
Ptinces and the British diehards ave all united, . The lons
figurey of Mr. Baldwin and Sir 8imuel Hoare dre Jeft
protenting that India still wante it. ™

Viscount Halifax sefused to be guided by the
SERVANT OF INDIA, in which he smid some * very
extreme things” wera boing said. He would rather
l bank upon the support of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru.

India Society.

REPORT FOR 1934-35.

SOME PRESS COMMENTS.

Following are the comments in some of the news-
papers on the Servants of India Suxisty's Report for
1084-85. ,

REAL SERVANTS OF INDIA

HE BS2RVANTS OF INDIA SOCETY has be
come an indispensable ingtitution for India.
Its motivities cover overy departmsnt of life and
every part of the oountry, The report for 1934-33 is
again full of the varied and valuable activities of
the Sooiety's membars, for which the country must
ha Lhankiul #> its great founder, Gopal Krishuna
Gokhale.

In politios the Soelety, its members and its
organ the SERVANT OF INDIA oondemned the:
J. P. Q. oonstitution as not only disappointing but
unworkable. The attitude taken up by the Ssoisty's
paper is in marked oontrast with thas of Liberals, or
aven some Congress leaders, who evan now refuse ko
make up their minds as to whather thoy should work
tha reforms and accapt offices in the procas, or not,

The most. important activities of the Society
were in the legislature, whether in the provinoial.
or the oentral, among the Indian States, the labour
movement, the treatment and oondition of overseas
Indians, looal salf-government, oo-oparation, rurat
reconstruotion, the oausa of education, depressed
classes movement, adouting, Seva Sadan and so on.
In faok, whenevar thera was soma diffioult situstion
to cop3y with the mambers of the Sarvants of Iadia:

Sooiety offared their gervioes and did their bast for
their country, . )

Some of the members of the Society, though
moderate themselves, have served the interests of
. Indian workera truly and well, and even their ene-
mies cannot say that they have betrayed themr on 8
single ooeasion. In. this connection the services
rendered by both Mr. N. M. Joshi and Mr. R R.
Bakhsale are of outstanding merit and reflact credit
on thenr individually as well as collectively on the
Society as & whole;, for their singular devotion: ta
their duty and their singleness of purpose.

The Sooiety and its organ must bs congratulated
on the valuable work done by them im educating
publie opinion in regard to the Indian States and
their constant propaganda against the Princes, their
despotism and their many oriminal extrivaganoes,
While some of the members of the Congress are still
toying with the Prinoces and the Indian States with
their manifold ocorruptions,. the Sarvants of Indis
Sooiaty and its organ have had no delusions on the
point and they at least have done their best to edu-
oste public opinion in the proper way.

‘While the Congress and its leaders haws been
bafriending the Indian Btates, and- their ralars, iw
spite of their revobtionary influences en the country,
the SERVANT OF INDIA has again taken the lead
in oreating publio opinion in the osumtry, on the
right lines, -

Ia other spheres of nationsl aotivities too the
Sooclety and its membsrs havs taked no maan part
and whatovar may be their past politios, at present
at’ least they hava no intsntion to shirk their res-
pousibililieg or their duties to their dountry.

The Sooiety has mora than justified' its exie-

j tence .snd it is » oredit t5 the country. By their
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devotion to duty, their patriotism, and their courage,
the members have shown to India what a small
band of devoied political missionaries are capable
of achieving for their countrymen.—The Bombay
Sentinel. :

The Servants of Indis Society completes this
week thirty years of its career, and during this
period it has served the country as few institutions
can claim to have done., One distinguishing feature
of the Society i that it does not confine its activities
to politics, though politics occupies a large place in
its programme. The Society rightly believes, as the
Indian National Congress too has come to recognise
in recent vesrs, that nation-building needs simul-
taneoug efforts in many directions. And - its report
for the yesr 1934-35 testifies to the noble work it has
done in various spheres of nsational life, political,
economic and social, Any institution in the country
may well be proud of such work or of workers like
Mesers, Srinivasa Sastri, G. X. Devadhar, A. V.
Thakkar, Hirdayanath Kunzru and N, M, Joshi, to
name only a few of the members of the Socisty.
Theee Servanta of India and the Scciety as & whole
bave worthily maintained the noble tradition of
selfless service left to them as a rich legacy by the
founder of the Society, Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
whom Gandhiji himself gratefully acknowledged as
his political Guru.

Ag regards the Society’s political work during
the year 1934-35, two notable features need to be
particularly noted, One is that the Society gave the
right lead to the Liberals and many other political
parties in the country in rejecting the new constitu-
tion. Another is the Bociety’s very strong champion-
ahip of the constitutional rights of the States people.
A reogreitable weakness of the Society in matters
political is that in pressing its political visws upon
the Government or in creating ssnctions behind its
demands, it takes a too narrow & view of the scope of
oonstitutional methods to which it is pledged. It is
much to be hoped, however, that in the frying times
that are ahead, when the Government will impose
upon the country a universally condemned constitu-
tion, the Society will join other Nationslist political
institutions in taking a stronger line of action than
it hes so far done, s0 as to compel Government to
withdraw the new constifution. It is necessary in
this connection to remember that the Servents of
India Socicty has always held the view that “it
would be 1less injurious fo national interests to
remain under the present constitution than to comse
under the new one, "—The Bombay Chronicle,

... BUT though events have outpaoced former
ideals and the progressives of yesterday are now look-
ed upon very much like reactionaries, to-day on the
thirtieth anniversary of the Servants of India Society
we have no hesitation in paying our homage to the
memory of it great founder and recording our
appreciation of the great work done by the other
members of the Sceiety, in the economie and social
fielde. In everything they have done, they have
brought to bear the real missionary spirit and the
latest report of the Society, which lies before us as
we write, is @ fine record of achievement in uplifting
humanity of which any Society ean be proud, If
the Society were to identify itself less with aoctive
politios and more with the work of social and edu.
cational advancement to which the members are
devoting so much attention, we are sure it will make
itself still more useful to the country,~The Hindu-
stan Times,

—
. .

... THE record of work put in by all the Servants.
of India is such as every Indian oan be proud of. Of
particular importance, in our opinion, is the work
done by Mr, Sastri and Mr. Kungru in regard to the
coming reforms. The SERVANT OF INDIA, which ia
in charge of Mr. Vaze, has been doing incalculable
gervice in exposing the character of the new con--
stitution ; in partioular, its federal character. This.
journal and the Sansthant Swarajya bave specialised
in ventilating the States’ people’s grievances. Mr,
Devadhar's services in the sooial service and co-opera--
tive fields scarcely need any mention—so well-
known they are. The work steadily being done by
Meassrs, Joshi and Bakhale in the Assembly and the
Loeal Council has met with the spprobation and
admiration of even those who differ with them on
mattera of public policy. Similarly, Mr. 8. V, Para-
lekar's services in the cause of organisation of labour-
and the harassment to which he is being subjected
bring the fact onoe more to the fore that at least the
activities of some of the members of tha Society are
not immune from the attentions of the police and the
Home Department in the same way as those of’
Messrs, Gokhale and Sastri were not, in the past.—
The Mahratta.

A FINE RECORD OF SERVICE

THIRTY years of selfless, disinterested service in
the cause of the country—this is the splendid record
of the Servants of India Society which completes,.
this week, its third decade of existence, It was that.
great stalwart among politicians, Mr. Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, who conceived the idea of starting an in-
atitution dedicated to the service of the country with
the object of enabling Indiaus of light and leading
to co-operate in doing constructive work for the
goneral advancement of India. What the Society
has schieved during the thirty years of its existence
is a fitting tribute to the memory of its founder.
Quiet, steady, unobirusive work, carried on at times
against heavy odds, has steadily raised the Soociety
in the estimation of all classes in this country and
has made it & power in the land.

Its views on the conmstitutional reformas have
received respectful consideration not only in India-
but in England as well, The decision of the Labour-
Party to oppose the India Bill on its third reading is
believed to have been due, in some measure, to the
strong sttitude adopted by the Society and the
Liberal Federation. The last session of the Federa-
tion was held under the presidentship of Mr. H. N.
Kunzru, the Vice-President of the Servants of India.
Society, and it was at this session that the Rt. Hon.
Srinivass Sastri made hia potable speech condemn-
ing the proposed reforms, Very soon the new cone
stitution will be foisted on the country, and the-
Society will then have a splendid opportunity of
making its influence felt by fighting, with all the.
other Nationalist parties, for the removal from gho-
constitution of all thoss objectionable features which
have made it look like a trevesty of responsible.
government.

Not only in politics, but in social and economio-
matters too, the Society has an enviable record _of
service to its oredit. The sooiety has paid apecial
atbention to the need for the amelioration of labour-
conditions in India and rural reconstruction. In the
field of sooial servies, it has done excellent yvork on.
behalf of the depressed classes and has given Mr.
Gandhi valuable help in his recent Harijan tour.

The report of the Society for the year 1934-35
gives us ample justification for expressing the con-
viction that in the trying times that are mnow ahesd:

the Society will rise to the ocoasion and give a good:
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-account of iteelf. We wish it many more years of

waseful work.—The Indian Liberal. -

oh————

We offer our werm felioiations to the Servants
.of India Society of Poona on the completion of ita
thirtieth vear, It was founded by the late Mr, Gopal
Krishna Gokhale on the 12th of June, 1905, and is,
in fact, a living memorial of that distinguished
patriol. The country may not be quite in agreement
with the politics of the Society, which was the

politics of Mr, Gokhale. But it is 8 most remarkable

inetitution and has been doing highly useful con-
structive work. Asis well-known, the Society is a
body of national missionaries who pledge themselves
40 serve the country in a religious spirit, without
.seeking any personal advantage for themseslves and
-without making distinctions of osste, creed, race or
religion in their service. This wae the ideal of Mr.
(okhale and to this ideal the Society has remained
Arue.

The activities of the Soociety are many-sided and
‘dn every dicection it may point to substantial work
having been done, The co-operative movement has

xeosived great help from the members of the Sociaty

-and the harijan movement has received its due sup-
Jport from it. Buf rural raconstruction is the Society's
.special care. If oonducts three rural reconstruction
oentres directly—ono near Cuttack in Orissa, another
4n Trichinopoly, Madras, and another in Berar. The
Poona 8eva Sadan is doing ‘splendid social gerviee.
“The Society is giving increasing attention to the pro-
pagation of Bwadeshi, and Indians abroad, who are
fallen on evil days and evil tongues, are a special
-oare of the Society. May it-have a long and ueeful
«career,— Forward. :

The report of the work of the Servants of India
Boclety for 1934-35 is of more than ordinary interest,
It was due to the strong lead given by the Society,

toat, during the year, the Liberal Party came to the
-conclusion that the proposed Reforms were unaccept-
able, and that it would be less injurious o national
interests to remain under the present oconstitution
~shan to come under the new one, The signal service
rendered by the SERVANT OF INDIA, fhe mouthpieos
of the Sooiety, in mobilising moderate opinion tirmiy
against the -constitutional proposals adumbrated in
+the J, P. C. Report and the India Bill, also deserves
to be gratefully recognised. But it is in the sphere
of non-political activity that the Society has made
-its most valuable contribution to public weliare. In
-the promotion of labour organisation, in the co-opera-
tive movement, and in Swadeshi, the. Society did
-excellent work during the year in- Madras, Bombay
-and in U.P. It conduoted thres rural reconstruction
-centres, and four adult education centres, while

experienced members of the Sosiety like Messra.
Devadhar, Thakkar, Kanzru and Venkatasubbaiyya
have been the moving spirits of the Harijan move~
ments in their respeoctive provinces. As a politioal
institution sssociated with a dynamio ideology . con-
ducive to the politioal redemption of the country, wa
feel that rthe Servants of India Society has not fared
as meritorionsly as it might have done. But it has
been rendering with silent and ateady efficiency an
immense deal of pracious nation-building work of
great vaiua for the future. In the coming days, the
Society may well prove to be an asset to Gandhiji in
his village industriea oasmpaign, as it has already
proved to be in the Harijan campaign—The Free

| Press Juournal,

A DESERVING INSTITUTION. = - °

+«+ The seed sown I:hiri:y years ago has sproute;d
up into & big tree whose branches are spreading to

't warious parts of the country. The aim with whioh

Mr. Gokhale founded the Society was to train a body
of national missionaries pledged to serve the country
in a religious epirit,»without seeking any personal
advantage to themselves and without making dis-
tinctions of oaste, oreed, race or religion in their
gervice. :
Koeping in view the high ideal laid down in
the constitution of the Society, a band of less than
thirty members has been quistly and unostentatious-
ly carrying on a large variety of work. Though
politios ocoupies the most important place in the

' aotivities of the Soociety, much is being done in the

social, economic and educational epheres, also.
Nation-building requires simultansous effort in
many directions, and true to this diotum, the
members are devoting themselves to work of wvaried
types. Constitutional reforms in British India and
Indian Stales, the condition of our countrymen abroad,
promotion of labour organization, ecooperative
socisties, rural reconstruction, Swadeshi, boy soout
and girl-guide movements, uplift of the depreased
classes and reliof of the viotims of natural cala-
mities { earthquake, floods, ete, } are some of the
directions which claimed the attention of thoee patri-
otio workers. The latest report of the Boociety for
the year 1934-35, which we have before us, is a
oreditable record of beneficial activitiea of which
any organization may well be prond., The finances
of the Society have naever bean in a prosperous state.
With better moneiary support from the publio the
Society can usefully inctease its membership and
ezpand the field of its labours. We heartily endorse
the appeal made by the Soociety ( whioch appeared in
a tecent issue of this paper ) for adequate publie
support and hope that this will ba forthcoming in
an unstinted measure,—The Leader,

FETTERS

ON INDIA’S WRISTS.

COL. WEDGWOOD'S CONDEMNATION OF BILL.

CYl. Josiah C, Wedgwood spoke as follows on the
“Third Reading of the India Bill in the House of
Lommons on 4th June,

F oourse the end is not yet ; but for this House

and for myself 30 yeara' continual struggle on

_this queation ends to-morrow. For 30 years
‘India has been struggling towards the light. All that
*time we have gone forward one step after anoiher,
I remember the Marley-Minto reforms baing debated
-in this House, and I remamber the Montagu-Chelms-
ford reforms being debated. They heve all gonsa
- little bit nearer fresdow, and in this long struggle the

Indians have learned what freadom means, We have
educated them from this House. All my friends—
Gokhale, Tilak, Lsajpat Rai, Motilal Nehru, and
ubove all, Edwin Montagu himself—waere all lovers
of liberty—not mnationalists, but real lovers of
liberty. They are sll dead now, but it is through
their spectacles that I would have this House for one
moaent look at this Bill. All the previous Measures
were devised to be, and were, in fact, leading st#ings
in which the Orient might run to learn liberty and
how to use it The leading strings that were devised
by Joha Morley and by Edwia Montagu have
suldenly been converted into fetters. 'F'hia is the end



"330 4

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

T JUNE 20, 1935.

o far as wo are concernted, and eo far as the consti-
4Hutional struggle for freedom in India is concerned.
“What we are passing to-morrow is final. There can
‘be mo change. It is not liberty you are handing
“over, but the ossification of things as they are, a
.perpetuation of India as it is. If the machine is
‘gtrong enough it will work, and it will take more
than us to change it.

Hen. Members opposite say that the Indian
.opposition to this Mensure comes from the fact that
the Indians. prefer things as they are, because they
-hope that at some future date a Labour Government
.inithis country will deal with the subject on
different lines. They bave long given up that hope.
They know, and my-Labour_colleagues know, that,

‘until it has become a danger beacon for Indis.
weannot alter this settlement,
through, once these fetters are on their wristz and on

tour wrists, there -is no chance of any further step .
-forward. Put -England -back to 1830 and make re- -
:form impossible; put back Ireland to 1820 when-

Catholics had no votes, If you can see us going
+back to that position, you .can see-what Indis sees in
‘this Bill.

_ There can be mo change. This sll powerful
“House can make no change because this Bill is the

registration of ireaties between a soversign State

and sovereign Princes. 'We believe, ‘whatever other
“countries in Europe believe, that any alteration of o
‘treaty requires ihe oconsent of both parties, Wae
‘shouldhave to get the consent of—how many hundred
“Princes 7—before we could alter the Bill, saveand
.exoept 88 the ruies and instructions provide. Those
yules and instructions ‘rule out the amendments
wanted for reform, All questions of communal ye-
.presentation are ruled out, all questions of a just and
‘sommon franchire are ruled out, and all guestions,
above all, of the powers of the Princes in their own
States and in India: so that this Bill, when if be-
‘comes an_Act, when later on, if ever, it is enacted
‘in.India and put into operation, will ‘be permanent,
'Bécsuse of that, I'say without hesitation, having
known the great Indisnes of the past and knowing the
“politicians of to-day, that every thinking man in
"India would sooner not have this Bili, and would
“sooner have the status quo rather than this end of all:
things so far as liberty is ‘concerned.

:As .politicians we all know that we have to
-jnvent ories to get our followers rallied behind us.
How can you expeoct the Indians, any more than the
Egyptians, or any more than the Cypriots or any
more than the Ionian Islanders in old days, not to
mske the principal plank in their platform, * Getrid
of England"? At the time when the Ionian Islands
were to be handed backto Greece' by Mr. Gladstone
there was first u plebiscite. to ascertein whether theo
people wiched to remain under English rule-or go to
Greek rule, and they all voted in favour of resurning
o Greece, but when they saw it happening they
titioned in +vain to remain under English rule.
ery similar things happened in Egypt not so Jong
sgo. When it means faking away sll that we have
atood for and sutbstituting someone elge, there comes
the rub. Here we are taking away sll that England
“hes contributed in the way of justice and security
and foir play and toleration for the last hundred or
‘¢wo hundred yesrs in parts of Indie, -They have
agked for theremoval of King Log and bave suddeniy
‘found themseives with King Stork., Is it any ‘wonder
that they prefer the sfatus guo? Is it any -wonder
that things now go o smoothly in India that even

this Government have no trouble with the manage~
ment of Indisa? They have notrouble because the
Indians sre afraid, and they are afraid of this Bill.

The Government know perfectly well that this
Bill is no longer a present to India. This is the
punishment of India—the punishment of India for
having asked, foolishly I ngree, for the removal of
English control. 1If you were to msk the present
Legisiative Councils of India, if you were to ask the
Assembly, of couree, whether they would have this
Bill or the sfafus quo there is no sort of doubt what
tho resprnse would be. If vou were to ask the new
Legisiativa Councils elected under that part of the

1 Bill which is not so dangerous, the decentralization
aven if they -were in power 1 0 years hence, they | proposals, which they would have, there is no shadow
oould not alter this Bill; and even if ‘they were to !
-think to-alter it, we should never get home rule— :
~that Dominion Status~—which has been a populsr cry
We :
Once this Bill is.

of doubt what the answer would be, Previons federa-
tions have been carried through with the eonsent of
the peoples federated. Canada, Australia, South
‘Afries—-all those great federations, the work of great
men of our nation in tbe pest, were all sccepted
federations. This is coercion; thers is no sceeptance
bhere. Tre very idea that & provision should he
ineerted in this Bill for the consultation of the Indian
people upon this Constitution which we are prerent-
ing to them hes bheen turned down over and over
again duringthe 40 days in which we ~have been
‘discussing this Bill, They shall not have a voice,
Tt is their punisbment,

) If.I were an Indian I should try fo avoid this
pumishiment, try to aveid being put for ever under the
control , of Indian Princes, Indian Rajehe, Indian
millionaires, Brahming so conservative thut nothing
on the Treasury Bench is o Conservative—put there
for ever without any possible chance of freedom or
demceracy. If that were the prospect before me, as
an Indian, it is not the status quo I should vote for, I
should want to go back to the Morley- Minto Reforms ;
‘T would even go back to the India before the Morley-
‘Minto Reforms rather: than accept these chuins for
all times. We are handing them the inummy of
freedom, wrapped round in its cercments, endless
bandage after endless bardage—dead for ever.

We were told by the Secretary of State, in his
opening speech, that there was no alternstive, There
is the alternative that is desired by ,India—leave us
alone, leaveus aswe are. And who ‘here does not

- wish to leave them alane, if that is their wisk ? If we
Jeft them alone or if we merely gave them the option
of being left alone and they made that choice, it is
- gaid that the position would be more difficult aud
-more-dangercus. . Nota bit of it .They have bad
.their lesson. They see now the daugers :that lie
in their path—now:they have asked for :more than
wo are prepared to give. We oan always force this.
Measure on them. If we leave them alone wa shall
bave a peaceful contented Indis, thankful above all
that they have been saved from this danger. If we-
do not ‘leave them alone, if we push this Measure
throvgh, if the "Princes’do come in—and they had for
better nct-what -will be the condition of India
then? Wae shall, in a completely un-English way,
direotly comtrary to the whole - traditions uf our race,
_have forced. & reactionary Constitution upon people
who do not ‘want it, at the same time -depriving them
of any chance of saying they do not want-it.

In what frame of maind will they then accept
that Conatitution ? They will work it, but they will
not work it with uaor for us, they .will work 1t
-sgainet us, There is no possible chance for the ryot
and the untouchable and the Labour peoples they,
with their statutory minorities, are.to have no voice
. whatever, As long as the working men have not got
| votes for people who are not of their olass they may-

just as well have no votes whatever for people who:
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|:|re of their class. Thaere will be no hope of change.
This is the cameatation of reaction for ever. What
oan wo sxpeck? Hero iz a scheme in which we put

all the power, or almost sll the power, that wain
this House have had over India into the hands
of people who by their training, by their

birth and by their education, are unfitted to govern
othere, Wa are putting them in the place of the
India Office, in the place of our experience, We
are giving such people power, and there is no

doubt they will make a mase of it; and the blame tor |

evervihing in whiel thez fail will be put onua. AlL
the sufeguarde will have to be used—tbey will maka
them have to bv used. The Princsa and the
millicnsires, harried and terrified all tha time by the
rising, surging unrest of people wbo can get no
justics, will seek a soapegost, and wa shall be the
scapezond. - ‘ ‘

How is the Constitution going to work ? How

can it work, except tempystucusiy for us and disas- |

trousiv for the people of India? Whatever haopens,
wa shall have the maxim guns snd they will not,
Yes, but the maxim gun is not so useful as an argu-
ment when ynu want éo deal peasefuily with friends.
I snid we should -have trouble with this Constitutian
if it is passed, aud we shall rightlv have that trouble
because' we ure not giving to the Indians what we
believe to be the best. If we wera giving India
the Constitotion which we believe to be the best and
then said, “ Take it or leave it”, we should be doing
-our duty., Now we are not doing our duty, but are
forcing down their throats a Coustitution which we
know is not the best. As the hon. and galiant Mew
ber fur Bournemouth (Sir H. Croft) remarked, we
are in this Constitution handing over law snd order
and education to the Proviuces and we ars starting
-avers one of those Provinces on perverted founda-
tions. We Bra establishing in everv one of these
Provinces a statutory msjority, a master Government
whioh cannot- eome ta an end, and with stetutory
minorities whioh will have no votes whatever for
their masters. Sometimes it will ba Hindus who
will be trampled upon by Moslems and at other
fimes Moslems will he trampled upon by Hindus—
whicliaver is in the minority. The minority hae ne

wnte for the masters The minority ia disfranchised, |

We give the majority power over justios, over water,
over wohools, over everything whish is inlimate
-t the life of the people.

The other day there was a shouting, gcreaming
frantic mob moving down on Karachi, intanding to
smash the shops and break the haads of every Hindu
there. And they would have doune it, had it not besn

that British troops were called out to keep them |

back. They did hold them back. We are putting
in Sind, for all time, n Government whijch ean never
be removed, over a minority of 25 per cent. of Hin-
dus—putting over them that fanatical Government.
How do you expecs minarities to get justice; how do
you expect to get fair treatment for the minorities in
sny of those Provinces when you have inflioted
upon them a Constitution which makes justice impos-
sible and toleration & vice? If the Hindus had been
allowed to have a vote for a Mohammedan ia Sind,
then the Mohammedan representativea on the Sind
Council and the Mobammedan Government in Sind
would at any rate have folf that they might iose
their seata if they were unfair to the Hindua Com-
raunal representation was introduoed at the request of
the Mohammedans in order to protect Mohamwedan
mioorities, end (o ensure that tbey might havea
dhance of sending & minerity member, in places wheze
the Mohammedans were in a minority ; but the Hindus

are refused the right to have a vote for their masters. |

They are told that they oan send 25 par cent. repre-

gentation to Parliament, oan send & minority bas !

as they can never be a majority they can never have

 the slightest influence on the Mohammedan Govern-
ment. We asked that Sind wight be saved, thad
Sind,” which has been part of Bombay for over a
oontury, should remain part of Bombay,” governed
a8 the rest of Bombay is governed—Bombay, the
most eduoated, intelligent and -Weatern of all States
of India. No; that bas to go. Thatis part of oun
pledge to the Mohammedans Why not leave things
as they are? All we want ia things as they are—
not for ever, but things as they are rather than this
crime- whioh you meaw to infliot upon the Indian
 peopla.

SHORT NOTICE.

"TIBETAN TREK. By RONALD KAULBACK,
( Hodder & Stonghten. ) 1934, 25cm. 300p. 12/6.

.| THIS book oontains a deseription of a journey under-

- taken to Tibet by Romald Ksulback, a young ems—
plorer in the company of ¥. Kingdon Ward, the
famous explorer and botanist. It is not everyone that
can be an explorer.. Exploration demands enduranoce,
resourcsfulness, and courage. and these qualities Mr,
Ronald Kaulback possesses in abundance, So keem
was his desirs {0 explare that he preferred * to brouse
on herbs in the wilds than live as a stalled ox in the
gtables of eivilisation. "

The record of adventures encountered by Ronald
- and Kingdon Ward in the inhospitable Tibetan
mountains makes interesting reading, The journey
to Tibet is & long skory but full of intersst with many
glimpass of strange places and quear peoples, ocoa~-
gionsl thrills snd some amusing incidents. The
maps make it easy for the ordinary reader to follow
the journey. As u book of travel, ‘Tibetan Trek’ is
unsurpassad.

M, V., SUBRAHMANYAM, I3
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BOOKS RECEIVED.

HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT, 1521-1834. Wol. I:
Bengal. By BIMANBEHARI MAJUMDAR. { University of
Caloutta. )} 1934, 230m. 509p.

MODERN CAPIPALISM. By HENRI SEe. Translated-by
HOMER B. VANDERBLUE and GEORGES F, DORIOT. { Noel
Douglas.) 1928, 31om. 225p. 12/6.

DO2UMENTS ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, 1933, Ed.

" by JoRN W, WHERLER-BENNRTT. ( Oxford University.
Press. ) 1934, 250m., 536p, 85/-

AN ECONOMIO SURVEY OF GAJIU CHAK, BY ANCHAL
Das3 uudar the supervision of 0. ¥. SrrRICELAND. (The
Board of Raonomie Iaquiry, Punjab.) 1934 250m. 370p..
Rs. 8

SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, 1933. By
ARYOLD J. TOYNBES. (Oxford University Press.) 1934.
25em. 636p, 24/~

A SHQRT HISTORY OF INTERVATION AL AFFAIRS,
1920-1934, By G. M. GaTaORNE-HaRDY. ( Oxford Unie
versity Prazs.) 1934, 220m, 351p. 7/6.

STABILISED MONEY. By InviNg FizagR. ( Allen & Un-
win.) 1935 2lem. 443p. 10/6.

| PRESENT DAY PROBLEM3 OF INDIAN EJUCATION.

By M. M. Z7THURUDDIN ABMAD. ( Anshor, Ismail College,

Andheri, Bombay.) 1935. 2Jox. 89p. Ba. 1-1-Q ’

IFI WERE DICTATOR. By Joulay HUXLEY. { Mathuen. )

1934 30om. 1230, /6.
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The Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank Ltd.

( Registered under the Co-operative Societies Act.)

Head Office : Apollo Street, Fort, BOMBAY. (Eranches: 28) )
Apex Bank of the Co-operative Movement in Bombay Presidency.
4
»
4
#
»
4
R

WORKING CAPITAL Exceeds Rs. 2,00,00,000
FIXED, CURRENT AND SAVINGS DEPOSITS ACCEPTED.
Terms on Application.
~ ADVANCES made only to registered Co-operative Societies.
COLLECTION WORK undertaken at almost all important towns in the Bombay Presidency.

Money deposited with this Bank directly benefits the agriculturists and persons of small means.
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For further particulars write lo Managing Director,

§ The Industrnal and P udentlal Assurance Co., Ltd.

The Premier Indian Life Office.

FRAGIOT

Estd. 1913.
Head ©ffice — BOMBAY. 4
UP--TO-DATE BENEFITS. LOW PREMIUMS,
BONUS:
Whole Life—Rs. 22-80 per Thousand per Year.
Endowment—,, I8-0-0 per — -

For Agency apply to—Secretaries and Managers,
Industrial and Prudential Assurance Coy., Ltd.,
Esplanade Road, Fort, BOMBAY,
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SUPREME FOR YEARS
SUPREME TO-DAY—
QUALITY ALWAYS TELLS

Mysore Sandalwood 011 B. P. quality, the finest in the world, is perlectly
blended and miiled by a special process with
the purest ingredients to make.
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i 5t 'l -': luJ §©] [o@ #1t’s good through fnd through
| p @l]mdl .]l S@ @l to the thinnest wafer”
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""" - Avallable Everywhere,

GOVERNMENT SOAP 'FACTORY,

BANGALORE.
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