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@opics of fhe S¥eek, -

Indo-British Trade Agreement.

SIR JOSEPH BHORE in speaking on the Indo-
Britich trade agresmeoat in the Assembly did not bring
forward any new or specially weighty arguments
in his defence. His plea and the plea of other supe
porters of Government like Mr. James and Mr, Mody
was that there was tnothing new in the agreement.
He pleaded that Government had merely put into
congrate terms the practice of the Assembly and
the Indian Government for the past decade. Hoe
even want so far as to defend the non-consuliation
with Indian commereial intereats on the ground

that there was nothing naw to consult them about. |

He was not able, however, to meet the obvious
retort that if there was nothing mnew in it why
bave the agreement at all, Neither did he
oite instances of any other Governments
whioh have similarly ocommitted themselves on
prinoiples of protectionist polioy in agreement with
other oountries. My, Mody maintained that the
sgreemont Tollowed lines aiready implicit in the
Mody-Clare Lees.sagresment; but he did not exptain
whether in his opinion the political advantages,
whioh were supposed to flow out of that agreemaent,
had materialised. The oase against the agreement
was, in the debate, put forward temperately, on the

whole; and Mr. Jinnah put it best when he pointed |

out that even British preference would be readily
oonceded by the Assembly if it was necessary in
general Indian interests such as in the omse of steel,
but that any laying down of binding principles was

th unnecessary and harmful, The Assembly vote
makes it olear that whatever the Government of India
may do, the principles of trade polioy with Great
Britain sought to be established by the new agree-
;ne{tc;\ave the support of no shade of public opinion

n India,

L » *

Not Word But Deed,

MR. SRINIVASA SASTRI in a lecture in Banga~
lore on 26th January thus spoke about the omission
of the expression of Dominion Status in the J. P. C.
Report and in the Bill. He stated that the Govern-
ment _in England had gone behind all the pledges they
had given from time to time. The Bill did not even
contain the words “Dominion Status” and there waa.
no ohance of these words being included, The mere
mention of * Dominion Status * would not do. They
wanted the pledges of Great Britain to be implement-
ed by action. .

* * *

Prof. Laski advocates Rejection.

* »
ADDRESSING & mesting of the India Leaguse,.
in the House of Commons, Mr, Haroid Laski meta~
phorically tore the India Bill to shreds when urging
Labour’s rejection of the Bill.

Mr, Lanki recalled the docision arrived at at the Hagt=
ings Conferance committing the Labour Party to movs
direotly forward to Dominion Status, but everything in.
the Bill blocked the way,

The basis of the Federation vested immensa powor in.
the Princes and mads desmoocratio advanos hopeless. He
declared that the easence of power remained indisputably
in English hands and the India Bill revealed the degree
to whioh the technique of imperialism was being practised
agaiost India.

England's indefinite oontrol of the armed foroes in India.
mesant that she was the mistresa of [ndia’a destiny, while-
the eoonomis control over India was vested permanently
in the hands of Britain. He claimed that the meinte-
nanoe of the status quo would ba infinitely prefarable.

The Bill, being fandsmentally unamendablein oconformity
with Labour polioy of Socialism, rejeotion was the only
thing left. Otherwiss, the Lab%ur Partéy would be in a
falss position as a future Government, haviog in foroe.
an impossd constitution whioh evetybody in India had re~
pudiated.

Mr, Laski advised Labour members to move a reasoned
amendment during the second reading vejecting the Bill
sud to abstain from attempts to amend the measure,

Major Attlee stated that the Party would move
an amendment in such terms, Bus discussion reveal-
od that this was not yet official as the Parliamentery
Party, which is to meet next weok, must decide the:
issue,

* - -

Condemnation by Prof. Keith.

IN a private letter to an Indian correspordent
Professor Berriedale Keith expressed the following:
opinion on the J. P. C. Report.’ His condemnation
of the nominated dloc of tha States is thrice welcome,
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“The Government, it seems to me, has made the mistake
of adopting a policy whioch endeavours to blend twoirrecon.
cilable elements. It desiresto satisfy the people of India
that it is conceding responsible government and the
Conservatives of England that it is imposing such checks
as will render responsible government innccuous, by
depriving it of the characteristic of true responsibility,

“My owbp opinion, on the whole, is, that, despite the for-
midable safeguards, the scheme would in praotice, given
esprit de corps and party loyalty in India, work out as
real responsible government, the safeguards remaining
unused. But the possibility is that, by internal diseen-
sioos among Indians, an able Governor might be able to
ooncentrate power in his hands and control his ministry,
in whioch case there would be no real responsibility.

*J am satisfied that the system of construotion of the
Federation under which the nominees of autocratio rulers
ars to have a powerful voice in both Honses of the
Federation, in order to counterast Indian demooraocy, is
quite indefensible. Whether in practice it works out as
the Government and the Princes hope, may be doubtful
but the whole projeoct seems to me indefensible. I should,
have proposed Federation only for units which were them-
selves under responsible government, and have admitted
the Princes only on condition that they gave their States,
oonstitutions leading up to responsible government, and
that their representatives in both Houses of the Contral
Legislature were eleoted by the people of the States.”

& * ¥

Fizing in Ajra.

THAT an inquiry was needed inbto the c¢ircum.-
stances that 1ed to firinga$ Ajra in Inchalksranii
State (Southern Mahratta Country) was the unanim-
ous opinion of all, whether directly concerned with
the administration of the State or not. Sir Ibrahim
Rahimtuls in fact urged long ago that whenever
firing took place an inquiry should be instituted if
only to dispel the suspicion that always attaches to
such incidents in the public mind that firing was
either unjustified or excessive. In this particular
case there were cortain circumetances which neces-
sitated a searching inquiry. For one thing, the
casualties appear to be too heavy, considering the
size of the crowd that had assembled on the spot, And
for another thing, the relations of the Inchalkaranji
Jehagir with the Kolhapur State whose feudafory it
is huve latterly become very strained, and it is popu-
larly believed, with what justifieation one cannot
say, that the Mahomedan community of Ajra, who
had tobe fired on, was indirectly, if not directly,
encouraged in its recalcitrancy by the Kolhapur
Durbar,

* * *®

THE actusl personnel of the Inquiry Commission
that has now been announced is mot, however, we
grieve to say, such us to inspire confidence that the
entire truth will be brought to light. For the Com-
mission consists of an official of the Political Depart-
ment of the British Government and the Prime
Minister of Kolhapur., We have nothing to urge
against the individuals concerned and we have
no reason to say that their verdict, whatover it be,
will be anything but just and uninflaenced by
extraneous conmiderations, But the composition of
the Commissior does not satisfy the requirements of
an independent inquiry such as was demanded by
the publiec. What we should have liked weas a Com-
mission consisiing entirely of officials drawn from
the judiciary of the British Government and eminent
publicists from British India, both Hindu and
Mahomedan, As it is, it is almost an administrative
inquiry and suffers from all the defects from which
guch inquiries suffer. That tha inquiry will be heldin
publio and that full protection is acoorded to all who

have any allogations to make or evidence to tender ia
certainly to be weicomed, but in & matter where the
facts of the oase are to be brought to light and justly
interpreted, the official with whom the final adminis.
trative decision will rest should have Leen kept out
from the preliminary inquiry.
* -* ‘ *
A United Front,

THERE is much common ground, so far as the
reforms are concerned, boiween the British diehards
and the British radicals, and therefora between the
British Conservatives and Indian progressives, No
Indian will demur to the following statement in Mr.
Churehill’s radio talk :—

Mr. Churohill quoted Major Attlee as saying that the

proposals handed over the workers and peasants to the

Princes, landlords, moneylenders, industrialists and
lawyers and said : “Thoss are terrible words. I, as a
Conservative opposed to Major Attlee's party on 8o many

' points, tell you they are brutal truth, By this desd we
abandon our mission in the East, the faithful discharge of
which has been our greatest glory, By it we blaocken the
face of Britain with indelible stain and rend life in India
with an inourable wound."”

+* * *

Labour Stand_s for Withdrawal,,

APTER a good deal of vacillation, the British
Labour Party seems to have come down definitely on
the side of withdrawal of the proposed reforms. In
his broadcast the Lieader of the Party, Mr, Lansbury,
made this clear. Pleading for another Round Table
Conference, he said :

“] am sure that, given am opportunity, thosse who
represent India would produce their own scheme satis-
factory to themselves and ws. Why not give them the
opportunity 7 Give Indians the responsibility for drafting
their proposals for disoussion to enable us ¢o reaoch as full
agreement as possible. A year or more of delay willbe a
short time to wait for an agreed settlement. Meantime,
we should not only withdraw the Bill but give immediate
help to the starving millions inIndia.”

Mr, Lansbury urged Britain to return to India her war-
time gift of £200,000,000 and said the money should be
gpent by Britain on goods and services urgently needed
by the people of India. * We give much assistance to
other nations, We cannot have a greater call on us than

India.”
s » *

Late Mr, Govindaraghava lyer.

DEWAN BAHADUR L. A, GOVINDARAGHAVA
IYER whose death took place at Madras last week,
though latterly not much in the putlic eye, was at one
time one of the most active of Indian public workers.
He was for several years s member of the local
logislature where his work was characterised by
marked ability and earnestness of purpose whioch
drew unstinted praise even from his adversariea,
In the bumbler sphere of local self-government too
he rendered meritorious service to the publio of the
Madras Presidency. In politics Me. Govindgrsgha.va
Iyer was & Liberal whose faith in constitutional-
fem remained undimmed ¢ill the end of his days.
He presided over the Liberal Federation session
held at Allahabad in 1921, This was when the
Montagu-Chelmsford reforms had not been in work-
ing order even for & whole year. But he fearlessly
exposed their shortoomings and made out & cogent
case for a larger political advance. That isa testi-
mony alike to his unerring political judgment and to
the independenoce of his character. Mr. Govindaraghava
Iyer used to be a prominent figure even on the Con-
gress platform in its pre-non-co-operation days and

-
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his speeches always bore the mark of deep study
and mastery of details. A more sweet-tempered man
it would be really difficult to oome scross. As B
charitably disposed person he had very few equals
and his hospitality was dispensed fo persons
of varying status with equal cordiality and without
the least discrimination. Of young students in need
of the wherewithal to prosecute their studies Mr,
Govindaraghava Iyer was the most unpatronising
patron, When such a person is called away, it is
stating the barest truth to say that the country is
poorer by his death,

" » »

Mines Act Amending Bill.

THE Indian Mines Act Amending Bill, which
bas now been referred to a Seleot Committes, proposes
to reduce the daily working hours of Iabourers from
twelve to ten above ground and from twelve to nine
below ground, Sir Frank Noyos, In making his
motion, observed that i{ was a good omen that the
first Bill to come up before the new Assembly was
one of pocial betterment. He claimed that though it
apight look as if they were distant from an eight
hours idesal, still when the fact that the actual
“winding time"” was excluded was taken into consi-
deration it would be seen that they had xeached af
least an eight and half hours asrrangement. The real
point, however, is: What will be the actual number of
bours including the “winding . time” ? Itis only
when we consider that that the question whether the
proposed Bill brings the Iabourers nearer to the eight
hours ideal ean be correctly answered, Though the
Government of India deserve our congratulations
for incorporating the recommendations of the
Whitley Commigsion in the Bill, the fact remains
tbat the Bill is not comprehensive enough. Consi.
dering the very unsatisfactory sanitary conditions
in Indian mines, the Bill does not make any great
sdvanoce in respect of hours of work.

Mensrs. Joshi and Giri suggested the acceptance
of the International Convention fixing Y94 hours aday
for underground work in mines and eight hours on
the surface, The fear of Mr, Clow that any further re-
duction of hours would not yield a reasonabls sub-
pistance to the miners and would osuse unemploy-
ment among them seems to be groundless, The sug-
geostion of Messrs, Joshi and Ranga that labourers
should possesi the right to elect their own represen-
tatives on the Mining Board is very modest in
view of the fact that the labourers are to be shortly
entrusted with electing men to the legisiatures,

* * *

U. P. Marketing Survey.

“ IT is fitting that the WUnited Provinces Govern-
ment, who have nlways given the lend to the other
Provinoes in the matter of agricultural and indus-
trial reorganisation, should be the first to set up a
local staff to collaborate with the Central Marketing
Staff whose appointment was recently announced by
the Government of India,” says the Pjoneer, “A
marketing officer has besen appointed who will
be assisted by three subordinates stationed
at important commercial centres—Cawnpore,
Hapur and Etah. The work has been divid-
ed into three departments, the first relating
to- raw materfal needed for the Industries
of Cawnpore; the second, in regard to ocereals
and the third, livestook, pouliry and dairy pro-
duce. As this is the first organisation of its
kind, oonsiderable spade work will have to be
undertaken and it is not surprising to be told
that it will take not less than two years for its com-
plakion, The grading. of produce, the introduction of
commoadity standards, the organisation of marketing

including the elim ination of superfluous middle-men
ara some of the directions in whioh the market-
ing stafl oan help after the preliminary surveys are
completed. It is & long and arduous task rendered
all the more difficult by the faet that it wiil not be
productive of immediate results and it is tobe hoped
that the publio will not judge of the utility of such
an organisation without giving it sufficient
time,,”

» * +

Indian Women’s University.

IT is sincerely to be wished that the appeasal for help
for the Indian Women’s University recently issued by
its founder Prof. D, X, Karve will meet with sympa-
thetic response at the hands of the generous publie,
From the statistics relating to the number of studenta
teking advantage of the education provided by the-
University it is clear that ite work is becoming in-
oreasingly popular and has great possibilitiezs of
development. It was however when there were un-
mistakable signs of the University coming into its
own that the financial assistance so far-sightedly
provided for its maintenance by the late Sir Vithaldas
Thackersey in his will was cutoff by thetrustees of his
property. The Ioss of Rs.52,500 a year which theaction
of the trustees meant to the University has so com-
pletely disorganised the University finances that it
will ba very long before they are again piaced on a
satisfactory footing. Nothing deunted, however, Prof.
Karve and his co-workers are determined to see that
the loss of this princely subvention does not involvs
any curfailment of the educational asctivities of the
University. The permanent fund has been drawn upon
to some extent and now stands at only Rs. 1,18,000. To
reduoce it still further would be highly undesirable, -
But with a defleit budget, the only method of avoiding
this undesirable contingeney is for the public to go to
the University’s help by the offer of liberal contribu--
tions, either to be repested every year or fo be paid
once for -all.

* * *

Pnstitute of Public Affairs.

Wa cordislly weloome the formabion of an
Institute of Publio Affairs in Lahore by Mr. B. P. L.
Bedi, Director, ( Dayal Singh Library, 25, Nishet
Road ) for a scientifio etudy and research of Indian
and world affairs, It will aim at diffusing among
the people the results of scientifio enquiry into vital
national problems and creating a feeling for respon-
gible citizenship. It will also ain at eduoating the
publie in important problems of wider range affect-
ing other countries. The prospectus of the Institute
deciares that “in the pursuit of those aims it is the
governing principle of the Institute that it will not
induige in any kind of propagandist activity. The
Institute of Public Affairs will, no doubt, bring avery
phase of national life under oritical analysis. But
it will study all the problems objectively and
soientifically, and thus it will belp people in think-
ing olearly and constructively.” This work of
public education it will carry on by means
of leotures on Indian and international affairs
by scholars of rspute, and among the lecturers
selectsd in the beginning are such publicists of note
aa Prof, Brij Narain, Prof. K. T. Shah, Dr. A, Kash-
yap, Dr. L. C. Jain and Dr.J. N, Khosla, If the
leotures delivared at the Institute are printed in pam-
phiet form, aa they should be, the Institute will serve
not only Lahore but all other educational centres in
India, The need for an Institute like this was sortly
felt everywhare. }

il 4 'y -
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ADJUSTING REVENUE TO PRICES,

HE Punjab Government hss announced what it
justly describes as a revolutionary change in
its methods of land revenue assessment in

districts which bave become due for rs-settlement.
‘The change consists in flactuating the land revenue
demand with fluctuations in the prices of agricultural
produce. The present law in the Punjab as in other
provinoes lays down that the amount of 1and revenue
be limited to a certain proportion of the net assets,
that the amount be nof increased within & certain
period, and that after this period the amount be not
inoreased beyond a certain proportion. In the Punjab
the maximum rate which the Government ean levy is
25 per cent, of the total net assets, the period of settie-
ment is 40 years, and the maximum increase which
it can sanction at re-settlement in the incidence of
the rates in the previous settlementis 25 per cent.
Bubl in the present law no provision is made for vary-
ing the amount of land revenue in accordance with
the movemont of prices. The rates are fixed abt one-
fourth of the estimated money wvalue of the surplus
produce, but if the money value falls away later
there is no remedy by which, during the currency of
the settlement, the additional burden thrown upon
the ryot could be lightened except by making special
Temissions, But this method of giving temporary
‘relief for the ocoasion naturally proved very unsatis-
factory in face of the slump in the prices of agricul-
tural produce that is continuing uninterruptedly
for a number of years.

In order to remedy this, Government has now
daecided, whenever rovision of assessment is under-
taken, to provide that the amount of land revenue to
be collected each year shall depend upon the level of
agricultura] prices during the previous year, The
commutation prices which will regulate the agsess-
ment rates for the period of the settlement will be
fized as usual, taking the average of prices for
twenty years preceding the settlement, but the fuil
revenue rates will actually be enforced only when
the ourrent market prices are as high as the commuta-
‘tion prices. If prices fall, a proportionate reduction
will be made in the Iand revenue demand. Ia the
-event of a rise in prices, however, there will be no
enhancement in the demand. The arrangement now
pproposed will thus be entirely in the interest of the

ryot or the zemindar., For the present the new system
will be brought into foroe in the Lyallpur district
and the Rakh Branch cirele of the Sheikhupura dist-
rict, and it will gradually be brought into force in all .
tructs where the revenue rates come to be revised after
the period of settlement. In other tracte, where the
gettloment is yet to run its course, the usual method
of temporary remissions will be adopted to meet the
fall in agrioultural prices. How exactly the level of
prices will be determined is explained at some length
in the press communique that has been issued,

How will the new method, to be introduced
immediately in Lyallpur district, affeot the revenue-
payer in the district? What relief will he actuaily
get? Sir Herbert. Emerson, the Governor, gave some
details about the effect of following the new system
in a recent speech in Liyalipur. On the basis of the
prioes that prevailed last year, the zemindar would
be eatitled, he said, to a remission of 8 annas in the
rupee on the new nssessment; for the prices were
very low last year, Naturally, as, the prioes rise,
the remission due to the zsmindar will deorease, But
it is very satisfactory to note that, under this moethod,
no higher rate of assessment will be charged even if
the market prices rise above the commutation prices
that have been sanctioned, When 8ir Herbart referr-
ed to this matter, the question was undecided as to
whether the advantage of the sliding scale would be
given to the Government as well as fo the revenue
payer. But now it is decided that the Government
will not be entitled to raige its revenue demand on
any acoount. The communique says that * if in any
year the general level ( of prices ) is higher than that
represented by the schedule (giving the commutation
prices used in framing produce estimates in the sob-
tlement ), the revenue-payers will be given the full -
advantage of the excess.”” The total amount of re-
mission which will thus have to be given this year in
Lyallpur district will be very large indeed, The
claim made by the Government, therefore, that its
proposals represent a very liberal treatment of the
revenue-payet must be fully sllowed; and the Gov-
ernment is to bs heartily congratulated on this new
departure that it has made in introducing much-
needed elasticity into the present system which is far
too rigid.

TAXATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

VHE Government of Bombay published some weeks
fl ago a proposal for the consolidation of the
present of taxation on motor vehicles in one
provineial tax. The principle of abolishing various
provincisl and loeal levies in favour of one provin-
-oial tax has long been accepted and its general adop-
tion was definite]ly recommended by the Indian Road
Development Committee in 1928. In this Presidency
the need for such a step came to be specially felt with
the revival in 1933 by the provincial Government of
olls on provinoial roads. By road interests and road

assooiations Government bad been long urged to con-
sider this measure and a scheme with provisional
schedules has pow been definitely put forward.
According to this scheme it is intended to abolish the
registration tax, the provincial, district loeal board
and muniocipal tolls, the municipal wheel tax and all
other misoellaneous looal levies on motor vehicles.
These will bé replaced by one provincial tax levied
on motor wvehicles, which have been classified for
this purpose into four classes: (i) motor oycles and
tricyoles; (ii) private passenger vehioles; (iii)
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publioc passenger vehlcles; and (iv) goods vehiolea.
QGovernment In their communique atate that the rates
on the various classes have been so fixed as to bring
in a revenue not less than the total revenue af pre-
sent acoruing to all the authorities from the existing
gources of taxation and it is proposed to recompense
thae Iocal bodies who now levy the various taxes from
the proceeds of the provineial tax, on the basis of
their existing revanue plua ten per cent.

As there is very general agreement that one con-
polidated tax is always much better than a variety of
misoellaneous Jevies and as tolls are a specially vaza-
tious and wasteful means of taxation there is no
opposition in principle to the step that Government
proposes to take. In faot it ought to be very generally
weloomed. Such oriticism ess haes been levelled
against it has been from the point of view of special
interests on whom the burden of taxation may be in-
orensed. There is little doubf that the proposed sohema
would change to & considerable extent the distribu-
tion of the burden of taxation on various types of
vehicles, At present the burden on private passenger
vehicles varies, for example, from locality to
locality. The registration tax ia the only general
tax to be paid; the rates of wheel taxes differ
widely from place fo place and the incidence
of tolls would depend on the extent Fo
which ftoll bars are passed and om whether the roads
are provineial or local board, The Bombay City
private vehicles will under the proposed scheme pay
& tax whioh will just about equal the present
wheel tax plus the registration fee, They will thus
benefit to the extant to which they use provincial or

other places will vary with the soale of whezl taxes

and the amounts to be paid in tolls.
differenca to be made by the proposal is in respect of
the goods vehicles and the public passengar vehieles.
It ia a peouliarity of the present scheme of
trxation that In registration and woeel taxation no
differentiation is made as between light and heavy
vehioles, This Is also a very serious defeot in the
existing arrangements, It is an established prineiple

The chief -

those plying within a oity and its sabarbs and those
who frequent short routes with no toll bars will have
now & muoh heavier burden imposed on them. Bué

_aft the other extreme, passenger bus services plying
' slong the provinoial roads over long distances will

actually have their burden considerably reduced,
At present the tax burden is very different in tha two
cases running the same mileage, one of many frips
on a short route and the other of one trip on a long
one. There is no roason why this disparity should
any longer remeain ; and the proposed scheme which
proportions taxation to passenger seating capacity is
more logical. This basis is alsc one which has been
adopted in most other countries and in those Indian
provinces which have a provinocial tsx. The basis of
unladen weight for the taxation of goods vehicles
seoms also to be appropriste under present conditions.
We agree with the Indian Transporlt and Develop-
ment Association that laden tonnage would be a
bettar criterion; but as very little detailed statistical
information is yet available on this question it would
not be possible to adopt that basis forthwith, There
is no reasom to believe that the difference made in-
the burden of taxation thereby would be considerable.
‘We would most emphatically oppose the Association’s
plea that the heavier goods vehicles should betaxedleas.
than in the present schedule, If one looks to the weighty
decisions arrived ai in this matter by such bodies as-
the Salter Conference or the U, 8. A, joint committee-
of Rail-road and Highway users it is found that the-
weight of vehioles is agreed to boa most important:
eriterion in distributing the tax burdem; and that
where there obtains taxafion by milege run—such as.

Iocal hoard roads with toll bars. The gain or loss in that by means of & petrol tax—the graduation of the-

lump duties according to weight e, g, the lisense-
duty in England or the proposed provincial tax has
to be very steep indeed. The graduation put forward:
in the Government scheme is not steeper than that

" in the schedules of the Salter Conference and there-

" oles.

of motor vehioles taxation that it should be steeply .

graduated as againat the heavier vehioles, And the
graduntion has to be all the stesper if a tax propor-
tional to mileage run—suoh as the petrol tax—is an
important feature of the taxation system, The faoct,

therefore, that the proposed scheme levies a heavier

burden on the heavier vehicles should be recognised

88 a move fowards the rectification of aun existing

defact.

As amongst the publio passenger vehioles it is
not every class that has its burden seriously incressed.

The taxi-oab seating four will be taxed at Rs, 160

p.a. The difference of this rate from that of private
vehioles is such ny oan be easily justified by extra
rord use. Further the vast majority of the taxi-oabs
are looated In Bombay City and thera would be
no oonsiderable additional burden involved on thess
under the proposed scheme. In respect of buses ply-
ing in the districts the position will differ widaly
from place to place and routs to routs. For examnple,

is nothing in the ciroumstances in India to warrant
a departure in favour of the very heavy goods vehi-
The plea that heavy motor vehicles cannok
ply in the districts cannot be acoepted as justifying-
lower taxation. For, whers they cannot ply no
question of taxation arises. But if they are found to
be economical of use ip, say, Bombay City and
saburhs they must bear the full burden of taxation.
to which they are subject in virtue of their road
destructive properties, It would be wrong in ocur
opinion to encourage by low taxation the use of very
heavy gooda vehicles.

It is difficult to estimate in advance what the-
yield under the proposed schedules will be, but.
acoording to rough calculations that wa have made-
we put it as likely to bs somewhat over Rs. 35 lakhs.
The tax burden for the year 1932-33 approximated
to this sum and was distributed as follows: Rs, 20
lakhks, munieipal and district local board tolls and
munioipal wheal tux (including tolls and wheel taxes-

. paid by vehicles other than motor vehicles), Rs 3

lakhs, provincial tolls, Rs, 13 jakhs, registration
and other fees. Total Rs. 36 lakhs. If we conaider-
that under the toll system the actual tax burden oms
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the vehicle user is much greater than the net income to
the taxing authority the fotal burdem wunder the
proposed mcheme is ceriainly found to be not greater
than under the existing system, Its distribution wiil
ng doubt be eomewhat different, but we believe that
the redistribution is in the right direction. The real
problem today in Indian motor vehicles taxation is the
extraordinary share taken up through the customs
duties and petrol tax by the Imperial revenues; but this
fact could not justify or make possible & lighter taxa-
tion by those authorities who are responsible for road
mainienance and who mustfind funds for that purpose,
In the collection of the tax there is one point that will
have to be remembered by the authorities, At present
tha toll is paid by the public wvehicle owner out of
the daily income and the tax burden does not
thereby unduly strain the bus owner's resources at
one point of time, It wounld be necessary to arrange
for the collection of the tax, therefore, if possibie in
small, say, monthly instalments,

There is finally one important suggestion that
we would make, Inthe Government announcement
it is suggested thet if the taxation yieclds more than
the money now accruing from the various items of
taxation the extra revenue should be devoted in equal
proportion to road repairs in addition to the grants now
made and to the abolition of the tolls and wheel taxes
now imposed by local bodies on animals and vehicles
other than motor vehicles,. We would strongly
urge on Government the desirability of attaining the
latter end before extra grante are made, There are
two strong reasons why this should be done. The olass
of vehicles which bears most of the burden after the
motor vehicles is that of the bullock carts. It is gene-
rally agreed that tolls on bullock carts are a vaxatious
and heavy burden on the movement of agricultural
produce. The agriculturist already pays very ade-
quately towards local body finances through the iand
revenue cess. It is, therefore, only just that he should
be exempted from tolls. From the administrative
point of view also the maintenance of toll bars only
for vehicles other than motors would be extremely
wasteful, Such a step will considerably reduce the
savings to be obtained from the general abolition of
tolla, Our calculations would show that the imme-
diate rovenue from the proposed tamxation would be
enough to cover the procesds of all the abolished
sources of taxation includig taxes and tolls on all
animals and vehicles. The fisoal reform, therefore,
should be Iimmediately completed, The increased
yield in later years because of the increase in the
number of motor vehicles could then be continucusly
and solely used towards increasing road grants to
locel authorities.

INDIAN SITUATION IN ZANZIBAR.

ITH the publication 1ast week of Mr, Menon's
report on the pituation in Zanzibar and
the Zangibar QGovernment's oriticlsm thereof,

the Indian public no longer labours under the
bandicap of lack of ifull, authentic, and what iy

even more important, sall-sided information. The
impasse was caused, as our readers are aware, by the
hurried passage by the colonial legislature of siz laws
purporting to deal with the evil of agricultural in-
debtedness, Who that is normally constituted would
have the hearf to object to such legislation? But jn
the ecircumstances of Zangibar, these laws, or decrees
as they are locally termed, have a very harmful effect
on Indian interests, Indeed it is no exaggeration to
gay, 88 has been done by Mr. Menon himself and
contended all along by the Indian community, that
the strict enforcement of these decrees will result in
squeezing Indians, by the appliostion of economio
pressurs, out of the Colony. This would apell disaster
to the Indian community, as indeed to any other set
of persons similarly circumstancad. What such
expropriatory measures mean can be realised only by
those who, like the Indian community, look upon
Zangibar as their adopted mother-country and have
invested all their savings in Zanzibar itself,

Apgainst only one decres, viz.,the Moneylenders
Dacree, allowing monetary transactions to be reopened
by the couris, Mr. Menon has no objeotion to urge,
So far as can be seen from press summaries of his
report, this legislation seems to follow the usual lines
for the regulation' of moneylending business and
gives much needed and legitimate protection to the
debtor. But there oan ba little doubt, as pointed out
by Mr. Menon, that the cumulative effect of the whole
of this legislative scheme would be to make
it economically impossible for our vcountrymen
to conmtinue in Zanzibar for any length of time.
We need not be so unacharitable as to supposs
that in framing these measures the Zanzibar
Government kopt that objective definitely in view,
But were such an unholy purpose simed at, it
would have beem difficulé fto devise more effec.
tive means for gaining the end. Aas if to ward off any
suspicion that the legislation was directed against
Indians, care has been taken to exclude all spesific
reference to them, But it does not need more than a
few minutes’ study of the decrees to find out that
they would in fact affect Indians more vitally than
persons of any other race inhabiting Zanzibar, A
relevant fact to be borne in mind in this connection
is that Indian money locked up in land in Zanzibar
amounts to about Res. 80 lakhs, having been lent out
to African natives or Arabs who are the real cuitiva-
tors of the soil.

The Land Alienation Decree prohibits the
transfor of land belonging to Africans or Arabs to
persons not belonging to either of these races exoept
with the sanction of the British Resident. Now
which are the races other than African and Arab that
are found in the island? A handful of Europeans
who number less than 300 and Indisns whose num-
ber exceeds 14,000. It is possible to argue that if the
prohibition against tranafer of land holds good in the
cage of Indians, it does so with no less foroe in the
oase of Europeans as well. But does itreally? Is
it enforced with the same strictness and impartiality
as in the case of the former? Or do Europsans
sucoeed in seouring exemption from the operation of
this ¢clause more easily than our countrymen? The
relevant statistios alone, which however will not be
available for some {ime more, will furnish a convinc~
ing reply.

But is any oase made out for such prohibition?
If Indians had given evidence of a 1and-grabbing
tendency which has oharacterised  the dealings of
European gettlers with the natives in other colonies,
there might have been some justification for such a
measure in Zangibar., But Mr, Menon assures us that
not even 2 per cent, of the land is owned by Indians,
As for plantations and olove trees, only 4 per cent.
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of the former and nearly 6 per cent, of the latter is
put down to Indisn ownership. These statistios are
controverted by the Zangibar Government who state
that land was as a matter of fact passing out of the
hands of Africans and Araba into those of Indians at
a quicker pace. But even if the proportion of land
in Indisn ownership be 17 per cent,, as the quarn-
ment says, and the perfod of time in which this re-
sult has been achieved is taken into aoccount, no dis-
passfonate observer will look upon it as so alarming
a rate of transfer as to justify all the extraordinarily
harsh measures against Indians which are embodied
jn this soheme for the eradication of indebtedness
from smong the Zanzibar agriculturists.

It the prohibition against the alienation of land
is unjustifiable, it follows that neither the morato-
rium legalised by the deores nor theretrospective effect
given to the legislation oan be supported by any
shred of justification. That the legislation is not
based solely on economic but on racial considerationa
is proved by the faot that under it while no land oan

. ochange ita ownership in favour of an Indian, even
though he may bave permsanently settled in the co-
lony, ite transfer to an Arab, however recent his
arrival, 13 not only not tabooed but is held valid,
whether he ig himself the tiller of the soil or not. If
the banishment of agricultural indebtedness from
Zangibar had been, as officially stated, the real object,
the better plan would undoubtedly have been the one
proposed by Mr. Menon for adoption by the Zanzibar
Government. Instead of forbidding transfer of land
to persong other than Africans or Arabs, the object
would have been better served by placing an embargo
on the tranafer of land from sgrioulturists to won-
agrioulturists. It remains o be seen whether Mr.
Menon's suggeation will still find acceptance at the
hands of the Zanzibar Government. That in fact will
be regarded as the scid test of their real intentions.

The other four deerees deal with the clove trade,
which will be aontrolled by what is known as the
Clove-Growers’ Assooiation brought into being by one
of the decress. Its work will be financed by the pro-
oeeds of a fee of Ra. 5,000 for a licenss to export oloves,
- The levy of such a heavy impost is bound to cause
serious hardship to olove dealers in general and must
go. The affairs of the Association will be managed by
a board consisting of not more than seven members
appointed by the British Resident and s Secretary-
Manager, who will be the ohief exeoutive officer.
My, Menon voicen the fear universally shared by the
Indian community that the official members of the
Aspociation will neither have the time nor the
aptituade to attend to the detailed working of the
Assooiation, with result that all power would
really be ocontralised in the hands of one man,
the Beoretary-Maenesger. The Association will thus
be B oneman show—one man regulating the
clove trade of the whole of Zanzibar as he

deems fitl But Mr. Menon’s words will bring
out the purpose of the Assooiation more vividly.
He says: *“The Association backed by the

resources of the State enters the field of trade in
diveot competition with and in suppression of exist-
ing trades, for the purpose of eliminating Indian
traders from the clove pusiness. Armed with such
powers, privileges and immunities, the Clove-Growers"
Assaciation strikes Indian traders asa Leviathan-
brushing them aside, ossting them adrift end trampl-
ing upon that freedom of trade which they have en-
joyed for generations.” We hope that the Govern-
ment of India will leave no stone unturned to get
such hatod anti-Indian legislation expunged from the
Zanxibar stetute book as soon as posgible,

Our London Letter,

( BY AR MALL,)
( From Our Correspondent.)
London, 25th Jaouary.

THE BILL.

T lasi~at long last—the (Government of India

Bill has been issued, It is a very portentous

volume. It contains 451 olasues, 15 scheduies
covering in all 323 printed pages. The ZTimes fo-day
recalls that the Government of India Act, 1919,
contained only 47 clauses and only 2 sohedules,
The principal reasons for the enormous volume of the
present Bill is that many of its clauses, and sub-
clausges have to be repeated as a matter of practical
convenience for the Federation, the Provinces and
Burms, for which a separate Constitution is incorpo~
rated, Tt iz therefore pointed out in the explanatory
memorandum that when these various matters are
taken into consideration the true magnitude of the
Bill is limited to about half the apparent size.
Even then it is an enormous, portentous, and highly
technioal document, The Bill includes in statutory
form & number of provisions dealing with matters
hitherto dealt with under Rulesissued by the Secretary
of State. 'The Bill would have been still iarger,
weo are reminded, if the franchise proposals for the
Provinoeial Legisiatores had been included. The fran-
chise scheme proposed is that embodied in the White
Paper as qualified by the Joint Select Committee ;
but the provisions havae been omitfed on the assump-
tion that they are better dealt with by Orders in
Council, to be approved by Parliament. It is added,
however, that if Parliament: would prefer that the
provisions for franchise for the territorial constitu--
encies should be included, then the Government
would propose to move the inclusion of additional
schedules.

— ———

No PREAMBLE,

The first thing that one notices about the Bilk
is that it contains no preamble. Whilst following the
recommendations of the Joint Committee it repeals
all existing logislation dealing with the Government
of India, except certain iechnical provisions in the
Aot of 1919, It ie stated that though the historie Actk
of 1919 is to be totally replaced, the Preamble to that
Aot will, in some unexplained way, remain on record,
and an inspired message to the Press indicates that
the Government will make it olear, either through
the Seorctary of State for India or through the Prime
Minister, or through the Leader of the House, during
the debate on the second reading, which I under-
stand is to begin about the 6th February, and will last
for two days, that they adhere to mll the pledges
which have been given to Indin, and that they have
no doubt in their mind as to what the ultimate future
of India should be, All this is, of course, Very re-
nssuring 8o {ar as it goes, The question is whether
it will be far enough to reassure an alarmed and
suspicious India. I have it on very excellent autho-
rity that representations to the Cabinet have been
made in the highest Indian official quarters of the
extremely harmful consequences wupon Indian
opinion and sentiment of the omission from the White
Papor, the Report of the Joint Committes and the
pronouncement of British statesmen of all reference
to Dominion Status, Whilst & verbal mssurance in
Parliament such as was given under the pressure of
Mr. Lapsbury’s insistent question on the I2th
December last by Mr, Baldwin, may carry conviction
to and satisfy British opinion, it is far from oertain
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Ahat the absence of an express pledge of Parliament
will equally content Iandian opiuion, in view of the
challenges thrown out from time to time by the
Churchill group. Who can say that some other
“Churchill and his companions in reaction may not
ten years hence seek to question once again the autho-

iTity of pledges made on any less formal suthority

than that of Parliament as expressed in a
Statute, on the subject of India’s ultimnate status iu
:the British Commonwealth of Nations?

THE Tymes COMMENT.

In this connecotion it is interesting to note the
following passage in the editorial columns of to-day's
“Temes.

* ‘Thers has been a very strong demand lately from
India for the inclusion in ft { the Bill ) of the words 'Do-
minion Status’ as expressing the goal of this and previous
.advances in nelf-government. That demand tbe Govern-
ment have ignored—presumably for the reason that
*Dominion Status'is not susceptible of definition in a
precise constitutional document—and they are manifest-
1y right to leave no loophole for misunderstanding. We
.all know generally what the words imply, They have
been unsed again and again of India in authoritative
speeohss and proclamacions, and they will continue to be
used in the future ... But 'status’ of any: kind, whether
of a person or a people, is something whioh i aschisved
and recognised, not something to ba ‘conferred'aw if it
were a knighthood : and ‘ Dominion Status’ -has carried
.bo many shades of meaning at .different times, and is
applied to-day to 8o many varieties of government, that
‘it would be hopeless to attempt to defend the phrase with
£OMmOoR agreement, s¥en in the Preamble to a Parliamen-
tary Bill, In its fullest form it is synonymous with nation-
hood, whioh ig perhaps the better word; and that is what
.every one—from the Royal Ingtruotions of 1919 to Lord
:Irwin’s apeoch of ten years later—has always intended
as the goal of Indian progress. Let there bs no room for
doubt, even in the moat suspicions mind, that this is what
is intended still; that there has been no deviation by so
much as a hair's-breadth from a single one of the pledges
given to India by the Boversign, his Viceroys, aud his
Ministers in the last decade; and that the present Bill ia
the longest step ever taken towards their fulfilment The
Becretary of State can make this claar when he introduces
jt, and it is essential tbat he should do so0."

FURTHER PRESS COMMENTS,

Both the Daily Herald and the Manchester Guar-
-dian, not to spesk of the Morning Post, are critical of
-certain features and omissions in connection with the
Bill. The Morning Post suggests that the lawyers
should raise & statue to Sir Samuel Hoare at some
suitable site in the Temple Gardens or Lineoln’s Inn
Fields, in view of the promise of litigation, sufficient
for the lInrgest appetite, contained in the Bill. The
Manchester Quardian is very wroth at the silence of
the Biil on the matter of Dominion Status and
remarks, as did Sir John Thompson last week, that if
in factall pledges are to be maintained there is no rea-
son why there should not be n clear indication of tha
fact in the Bill itself, since what is binding upon the
Government may not be held to be equally binding
upon Parlisment, in view of recent bappenings. A
further criticism is the omission of the draft Instru-
ment of Instruotions, in the absence of whose details
the Princes will remsain ignorant of their exact posi-
tion vis-a-vis the Federation, and will therefore not
be able to make up their minds. The Daily Heruld,
whilst also commenting upon the omission of the
Preamble, and upon the inevitable comdemnation of
the Bill by Indian opinion as inadequate and unsatis-
factory, desocribes the measure as making provision
for " a fettered freedom * which is neither responsible
government nor self-government.

SIR SAMUEL HOARE AT OXFORD.

Sir Samuel Hoare was probably athis best in
his speech at Oxford on Wednesday night, when he
eought to allay the apprehensions of Indians as to
the nature, purposa and operation of the safeguards
contained in the new measura, Paying a tribute to
the spirit of responsibility shown in past years by the
Legislatures and Ministers in Indis, in circumstances
not conapicuously favouring respounsibility, he ap-
pealed to common sense and & sense of fair play. He
declared that it is neither fair nor rensible to assume
the worst, and to imagine that either the Governor.
General or the (Governors or the Services, or the
Ministers or the Legislatures, or each of them or all
of them, wil} insist on defying the underlying inten-
tions of the policy and will exploit their own position
to the exclusion of all harmony and co-operation,
ond with the only result of oresting friction and
bringing about deadluck, No.constitution, he added,
witl work on such asaumption, and not only this but
any other Constitution will ba vitiated if & apirit of
this sort prevailed. He pointed out that in the past
Governors-General and Governors had acted as men
of good sense and good-will and that they had been
able to combine the functions of political guidanoe,
under certain conditions, with firm executive aoction
under other conditions, and in so.doing they had
worked the constitution as it was meant to be worked.
The intention of the new constitution would be to
extend the sphere of their political guidance and to
diminish that of their gxecutive action. Why should
it be mssumed that they would be less sucecessful in
observing the spirit of the new constitution and in
striking the true balance between their diverse
functions in the fuiure than in thepast ? Sir Samuel
Hoare fully recognised and emphasised the force of
the nationalist spirit which was gweeping through
all classes in India as it bhad done in other Eastern
countries, but he recognised the fact chatit had not
yet stabilised itself, Sir Samuel’'s appeal to the spiri¢
of reagonableness, both in this country and in India,
is likely to fall on deaf ears so far ae the Diehards
are conoerned.

THE WAVERTREE BY-ELECTION,

The Wavertree Division of Liverpool is in the
throes of a by-election, It had been supposed when
the writ was issued, on the seat falling vacant, that
there would be a normal fight between Tory, Liberal,
and Labour candidates, In such a triangular fight
there was every likelihood of the return of the Tory
candidate by what was usually regarded as a Tory
constituency. Mr., Randolph Churchill, however,
with the amazing self-sssurance of youth ( the good
young man is only twenty-~three, but he has inherited
a larg part of his distinguished father's vooabulary
of objurgation and abuse ), felt inspired, both from
within and by Lord Rothermere, who has beckoned
him to come up higher and to take the place of his
former favourite, Sir Oswald Mosley, to offer himsslf
as an Independent Tory candidste charged with the
holy mission of saving Laucashire from herself and
the Ewmpire from the dangers of the policy of sur-
render. The first thing that Mr. Churchill, Jr., did
was to opsn bimself to a libel action by the Chair-
man of the Liverpool Tory Party. His next method
of self-expression was to describe the Prime Minister
apd Mr. Baldwin, with much verbal eloquence and
picturesqueness, as * fat toads sitting pon the nos-
trils of the British lion.” Why that energetioc, if
good-tempered beast, siould have allowed such a
liberty to be taken with him, or why the public or
the lion hinself should believe that he had done so,
Mr. Churchill, Jr., faila to explain, Suffics it to say
tbat, like the gallant knigbt-errant of old, he is
intent upon resouing the damsel in distress from the
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wicked uncle, the fearsome dragonm, or the awful
-goreerer, as the case may be. Even the Tory Party
:admires the vigour and the chivalry of youth, but
perhaps not at the expense of losing a geat upon a
chalienge on the official India polioy, for whilst
nobody supposes that Mr. Churchill, Jr.,, David as
ko isto the Conservative Party Office Goliath, will
win, he may quite easily hand over the seat to the
Labour eandidate, on a split Tory vote, According-
1y sinoce the India Defenoce Laague in Parliament
has, much to Lord Stonehaven's disgust, announced
jta intention to support Mr. Churchill’s candidature,
Mr. Platt, the official Conservative-Nationalist
-candidate, who has just desoribed as “‘absciute rot"
Mr, Churchill’s statemnent that the 25% tariff was
ruining the trade of Lancashire, and who has
reminded the counstituency that it was put on by
~the Indian peopls themselves under powers extended
to it by & Cabinet whioch included Mr, Churchili,
.8r., will be supportsd by Mr, Eden, the popular Lord
Privy 82al, Mr, Ernest Brown, Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Mines Department, Sir Thomas Inskip,
the Attorney General, Mr. Blindall, M, P., Chief
Liberal National Whip, Lord Stanley, Parliamentary
and Finanoial Secretary to the Admirality, Mr. R, A.
Butler, Under Ssoretary for India, Mr. Malcolm
MaoDoneld, Under Secretary for Dominion Affairs,
Lord Brocket, the retired member for the division,
Mr. T. Howard, M, P, and Lord Burleigh, M. P. The
~affair is & pleasant interlude in the solemn routine of
life, and one may hope for refreshing fruits therefrom,

DIEHARDS AND THE STATES,
There is something touching always in the cling-

ing of a devotes to an cutworn and dying faith, but-
it is & little difficult to exert one’s sympathies on

behalf of those who are wilfully biind to facts, and

who prefer to repeat and to reiterate fictions as though
they were sacred muniras. Nothing will get it out of
the head of the dear old Morning Post that Major
Courianld and his lordiy oolleague, who recently
went out to India, that the Viceroy and the Princes
have entered into a secret and wicked conspiracy to
conceal the fact that the Princes are dead afraid to

contradios the Vieceroy and to assert that which

acoording to the Posf, they know to be the truth,
namely, that taey are being pressed, foreed, compelied,
eajoled, bribed, and otherwise terrorised and seduced
into entering the Federation. Nothing that tha
Viceroy says, no words of the Chanocellor or of the
Maharaja of Bikaner, or of any one else to the con-
trary has the slightest influence upon the Pust, What
in the eircumstances is to be done? It is not to be

supposed that that revered and devout paper will ever

wake up from ite trance, even with the help of Lord

Rothermere who is using the vast oiroulation of hia

* astunt Press " to persuade the Princes that they are

putting their money upon the wrong horse, and that
the Daily Mail both can and will help them in spite
of themselves to save their souls alive for “ Diehard-
ism.” It is touching, as I have observed above, to
note the simplicity and the obliviousness to facts of
these devotees of a dying faith. Nothing can cone
vinoe them, no disillusionment can awaken them,
they appear to be doomed for ever to lash themsclves

into transports of fury and indignation on behalf og
the divinity that heeds them not,

GOKHALE’S LIFE AND WORK.

My, Srinivasa Sastri delivered another series of three extention lectures on “ Gokhale and his Work" al
Mysore under the auspices of the Mysors Unsversity. [Following is a summary of the lectures as
reported in the Hindu of Madras:—

L

T the outset, Mr. Sastri observed that as he had
already dealt with the subject on three succes-

sive days in Bangalore, he propesed to vary
-glightly the Bubjeot matter and select for treatment
in Mysore inoidents and episodes in Gokhale’s life
somewhat different from those which formed the
themne of Bangalore speeches, though to a great extent
the subject matter must be the same.

Bpeaking of Gokhale's school days Mr. Sastri
said that Gokhale was not known for any brilliant
gifts but he was very 1ndustrious and, ss his school-
follows loved to say, very ambitious at the same timae,
It waa said that he had a prodigious memory which
was noticenble even while he was at school. Often
it seemed he would lend s text-book to & fellow-mate
and ask him to hold the beok while he wanted to
reoite certain passages by bheart, There used to bea
ibet that he should put an anna for every slip he had
made, but nobody made a fortune out of his mistakes,

FoUuNDING OF THE FERGUSSON COLLEGE,

‘When Gokhale was 20 yeara of age, the lecturer
said, he joined a band of young educationists who
founded the Fergusson College, of whioh the chief
foature waa a professoriat which consisted of

- aminent graduates of the Bombay University who had
undertaken to give 20 years of their lives to the work
of bringing higher education within the reach of the
pooror clasees in that presidency. That College stood
-atil]l as & monument of patriotic service in the cause
of education. He hardly knew of an institution
-similar to that in this presidency. He might, however,

mention the example of the National High School in
Bangalore which followed the lines of the Fergusson
College although it confined itself to high school
oeducation. In the Fergussson College Gokhale
taught mathematios at first and then for a time he
lectured on English.

To specialise, Mr. Sastri said, might be the
privilege of later generations when there was a
gufficiency of talent available for the work of educa-
tion, but in those days which might be oalled the
beginnings of higher education Gokhale thought that
it was not a bad thing to fill any chair with tolerable
efficienoy. The chief difficulty of the College woas
finance. Gokhale had to go all over the Deccan and
and obtain donations and contributions of sorts..
During two or three years Gokhale gave every holi»
day he got to the colleotion of funda for the College
and he was responsible in the main for placing the
Coliege on a basis of security. His position natur-
ally was one of dominanoce in its administration and
inner councils, but he never was Principal of the
College and when the Prineipalship became vaocant:
herefused it and passed it on toa young man who
had just then won the distinotion of Senior Wrangler
—Mr. Paranjpye. Professor Selby balonged to a clasa
now ocomparatively rare and his knowledge of Indian
conditions and life of Indians and his sympathy
with every branch of national life wera all well-
known and won for him a foremost placa in the
bearts and affections of the Indians of that presidéncy.
Gokhale was never the Professor’s pupil but was his
contamporary, and it was carious and significant of
Professor Selby’s position that although ke was the
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FPrincipal of & rival college, the aunthorities of the
Fergueson College did not hesitate to ask him to
take the place of the President of the governing body
of that institution, and Mr. Selby cccupied that posi-
tion for many yesrs. In later years when Gokhale
epoke of the Universities Act of Lord Curzon he
mentioned two European educationists as being
competent to secure a place in the affections of Indian
sludents. One was Wordsworth, whose student he
was, and the other was Mr. Selby.

Mr, Sastri then referred to Gokhale’s services in
the cauge of Indian finance as s witness before the
Welby Commission and the Poona plague incident, its
sftermath, which placeed Gokhbale under an unmerited
cloud for atime both in England and India where
he was assailed not so much by Europeans es by
some of his own countrymen.

GOXKHALE AND TILAE.

Referring to Gokbale’s aseociation with Tilak,
Mr, Sastri said that partioularly early in his sssocia-
tion with Tilak differences betwean them broke out
and they came intoe mutual conflict on questions of
religion and sceial reform. On political matters they
stood in opposite camps for many years and they met
each other as antagonists. It was well-known that
in his ebbing strength he had to answer charges of a
grave character and it was also generally believed
that it hastened his death. They were wrong, Mr.
Sastri said, who thought that Gokhale was the favouz-
ed minion of fortune, He wag not, It was only be-
cause his patriotism was pure, his religion intense
snd hig ideal high, he never lost sight of the true and
noble in life. Gokhale slways looked into himself
and examined his conduct in the light of the great
principles and ideas which he held and it was gaid
that if he had done wrong nobody could have casti-
gated him more severely than himeself, and if he did
right, nobody did give credit and he looked upor
successes merely ss stepping stones to greater
opportunities of service. Love of God and love of
country played a great part in Gokhale's life, follow-
ing the example of his illustrious master, Ranade.

One thing which must be noticed in his life and
which was of value to young men of the present
generation, Mz, Sastri eaid, was that in Gokhale’s
character there was s great element of reverence for
those who taught him anything, admiration for those
who had undergone trials for the sake of their coun-
try, reverence to senior workers and others whom he
considered as examples, It was marvellous how often
he spoken in terms of humility when he spoke of
Ranade, Joshi and Mehis. When he spoke of the
person who assailed him so constantly—Tilak—he
would not allow any one of them to speak lightly or
disparagingly of him, He would always say, * Tilak
may have his faults, I may have to settle my account
with him, but who are you? You are nowhere near

him. Tilak's natural endowments are first-rate. e
has used them for the service of the country and
although I did not approve of his methods, I never
questioned his motives. There is no man who bas
suffered so much for the country, who has had in his
life to contend against powerful opposition so much
a8 Tilak and there is no man who has shown grit,
patience and oourage so rare that several times he
lost his fortune and by his indomitable will gather-
ed it together again.” One great lesson that young
men might learn from Gokhale’s life was this reve-
rence and feeling of love to those who lived great
lives for thelr inspiration,

A SBERVANT OF INDIA.

In concluding his first lecture, Mr. Sastri re-
ferred to the time when Gokbale retired from the
Fergueron College on a pension of Rs. 30 a month
snd said shat when Gokhale took leave of the Col-

lege, there was a great demonstration and a publie
meeting at which they said good-bye to him and he-
said good-bye to them. It was a most pathetioc meet-
ing. He made on that occasion a speech of such a
character that he (Mr. Sastri) would advise all to read
it. The whole of that speech was entered in a text-book
which was read in North India. They would catch
from it msomething of the spirit that actuated Gokhale
throughout his life, of the high ideals he cherished,
bow simply he worked and how devoutly he gave
the very best that was in him for the service of those
ideals axd the pursuit of those principles. When he
left the College, he had made up his mind to devote
the rest of his life te public service with Rs. 30
pension and such income as & book of his on Arith-
metic brought him by way of royslty. His later
career in publio 1ife was as the head of the Servants
of India Society which he asked others to join to
render publio service in various fields of activity.

II.

Glokhale’s work in the Imperial Legislative
Council was reforred to by the Rf. Hon’ble V. 8. Sri-
nivasa Sastri in his second lecture, Mr. Sastri said
that it would perhapa be true to say that the greater
part of Gokhale's reputation was founded upon the
nature and extent of this portion of 'his labours. In
faot, his work in the Supreme Legislative Council
must take firsé rank in any survey of hie contribution
to the discussion of public affairs in Indis.

Proceeding, Mr. Sastri said that Lord Curzon
was generouns in his appreciation of Gokhale's work,
and in1903, Gokhale received the distinction of G LE.
at his hands. In communicating this honour in
advance of the (Gazette notification, Lord Curzon
wrote s personal letter to (Gokhale saying that the
honour came to him in recognition of his abilities
and his services to the country, and Lord Curzon
wished that India produced more such public men. R.
C. Dutt, 1. C. 8., also wrote to Gokhale acknowledging
the noble and patriotic work rendered by him in the
Couneil, both with regard to the Official Secrets Bill
and the Universities Bill. Continuing, R.C. Dutt apid:-
“You have lost all along the Iline, but there are
defeats which are more britliant than victories, The
fight you have made against Imperialism will be his-
toric and will never be forgotten by your country.”
In his letter to Mr, G, A, Natesan, Gokhale describ-
ed the effect of some of his efforts in the Imperial
Council and mentioned that the Viceroy (Lord Minto)-
congratulated him on his budget speech and that Mr.
Baker, Finance Member, made an earnest appeal to
him not to retire from the Council the next yoar as he
had intended to do, but to continue to be in the.
Council to back him (Mr. Baker) with his oriticism
and his demands. '

Mr. Sastri next dealt with the founding of the-
Servants of India Society in 1905. Principal Selby,.
tc whom Gokhale had sent a copy of the rules
governing the membership of the Society, wrote to-
(okhale to say that it was a hard condition o expect
members to surrender their conscience to the head
of the Society for five years. Mer, V, Krishnaswami-
Aiyar also wrote to Gokhale that the conditions of -
membership constituted a danger to individual 1iber-
ty. But in the end it was thought necessary to run
the risk involved in it as otherwise there was but
small chance with their disorganised and undiscip-
lined publio life snd want of self-restraint which
characterised most of their young men of any really
useful work being done by the Society.

LALA LAJPAT RAI'S DEPORTATIOR.

Roference was then made by Mr. Sastri to the.
ocourrence of a politioal event in 1907 which excited.
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all people from top to bottom. It was the deporta-
~gion of Lala Lajpat Rai and Gokhale’s reaction to
that aot of Government, Though to a great extent
Gokhale and Lajpat REai belonged to two diiferent
achools of political thought, when (okhale heard of
"Lajpat Rai's deporiation he felt that the Government
had made a big blunder and threw himself into
the work of obtaining his release as early as possible.
Lord Morley began by declaring that Lord Curzon’s
-apirit had gone, that the Queen’s Proclamation was
s document meant o be taken seriously in ths ad-
ministration of India, that the Indian National
Congress wae to be treated hereafter as a politioal
body of good repute., Thess sentiments whioh he
meant honestly to be carried out into praotice re-
mained sentimenis for a long time and his Council
.rushed him into measures of repressive character for
which he had to take the responaibility, but which it
was clear he had detested from his heart, He must
say that Lord Morley's good intentions were not ap-
preciated and there were even among liberal ranks
people who so thoroughly misunderstood him as to
-expeck nothing good from him. Morley intended to
modify the Bangal partition and the planas were all
ready. He had heard it lamented that owing to some
indisoretion of some body in Parliament the great
mesasure of amelioration was delayed:for 5 or 6 years
with results of great evil to this country. But Mor-
ley’s career was only partly concerned wish Indis,
and although in his opinion the leading politicians
of India did not do him justice so long as he was in
offioe, the publication of his own recollections and the
testimony of those whojudgaed him marked him out
a8 ona of the benefactors installed in Whitehall who
bad obarge of India's destinies for many years.
Gokhale knew of Morley’s difficulties, but at the same
time he fel¢ that it was an irony of things that while
“they had such a great man as the Ssoretary of State
two or three years should have passed without show-
ing anything positive as having been of benefit to
Indis, Gokhale wrote about this as follows: “Paople
~of this country believe that there was mever any
-chance of second meeting, Lala Lajpat Rai has been
eaorifioed to the medition apprehension that geized
Government, Ithink publie agitation in India must
be direoted for some time to securs Lala Lajpat Rai's
restoration to liberty or to maet the charges on which
Government action was based, We certainly do not
want disorders in the land, but the reforms will loge
‘their value if they cannot be had without the help
of such high-minded workers like Lajpat Rai"
GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC MEN,

Lajpat Rai, Mr. Sastri continued, was sot at
liberty in a few monthe. Between Lord Minto and
~Gokhale there prevailed generally good understand-
ing, each recognising s valuable ally in the other,
Now and then, however, Lord Minto wanted (?) about
the patriotism and halpfulness of Gokhale's work and
this dissatisfaction found expression in the letters that
he wrote to Lord Morley which have been published
now by the Countess of Minto, He (Mr, Sastri) heard
nothing from Gokhale nor did any evidence
whioh appeared in the letfers show that Lord Minto
doubted for & moment Gokhale's sineerity of purpose
-or desire to bring peace to the land. In 1907 Minto
"wrote to Morley t “ The understanding and mutual
relntions of high officials of Government with non~
-official public workers should not at all be disfigured
by any suspicion. Should anything bappen how-
-over betwean leading men on one side and the
leading men on the other, results in publio progress
would be disastrous.” Minto said that if Gokhale
<hoss to play with fire he must take the eonsequenca
and that Goverament could not afford to let him
tamper with the army, Minto maid: “If Gokhale
§ays anything to me, I should tell him atraight to

ﬂl

his face that I am thoroughly dieappointed in
Gokhale. I believed that he was honest at heart,
but the part he played of late has disgusted me. Hae
countenances rank sedition, Kither he is incapable
of undergtanding the real friends of India or he is
as black a revolutionist as Lajpat Rai and the rest
of them.” Mr. Sastri, commenting on this letter,
observed that one little lesson that should be drawn
from this letter wag that what was in Minto’s mind
when he wrote that letter was that as soon as a
person like Lajpat Rai appeared on the scene suspe-
oted of sedition it was the bounden duty of those like
Gokhale $o0 come and dencunce tha suppesed offender.
That wae impossible in publie life. No honourable
man ocould denounce a patriot, No honourable Indian
patriot would denounce his brother patriots, condemn

- their activities in public and hand them over to the

tender mercies of a bursaucraoy. That was impoasi-

(ble aud yet that was what every oconservative

Viceroy would expect of those whom they oalled
their alliea and cojleagues,
SURAT CONGRESS SPLIT.

Dealing with the situation arising from the split
in the Congress at Surat, Mr. Sastri said that Gokhale
had & fear that at Surst the Congress would be

- wrocked. The one absorbing question was how the
split was to be averted. The outlook was dark. If

the split came it meant a disaster. Government
would put down both sections without any difficulty.
They would put down the new party on the plea that

' the most thoughtful people were not with them.,

Referring to this question,. Mr. Sastri said that
the situation was  very similar to what obtainad
to-day between the Liberals ard the Government.
‘What the Government demanded of Liberala was thai

. they shouid denounce their countrymen. It was

their demand. Having said that they ought to con-
vert themselves into mers gramophones of the Gov-
ernment, the Liberals wers expected to say to the
public of India, “"Government and we are in allianoce.
Apg faras we can, wo are determined to support the
Government and von must follow.” That position,
Mr. Sastri eaid, it was impossible for any political
party to take. They might have their own views.
They might be appraeciative of the speoial difficulties -
of the Government but that they should lose their
identity and appropriate the politioal opinions of
the authorities, was an impossible position. The
Liberals desired one day to ba a political party of
their country with ¢he right to determine their policy

- and shape its destinies, How could they identify

themselves completely with the Government and srust
the fortunes of India to the hands of Government ?

POSITION OF THE LIBERALS.

The position of Liberals at the inauguration of
the Minto-Morley reforma was then comparad by Mr.
Sastri with the present position, and he =aid that so
far as he knew Gokhale never onog, in publio or pri~
vate, dissooiated himself from the Minto-Morlay re-
forms. He had a sense of pride in it beosuse hes had
oontributed to its formulation a great deal of useful
material and he held himself partly responsible for
the reform. He said that the reforme wore on the
whole satisfactory, but that their publip men must
learn to reconcile themselves to the diffieulty of
Lord Morley. He said: * I assure you it is a nobla
instalment of progress that the country will do well
to adopt in good faith and work for ail it is worth. ™"
Ia publio utterance Grokhale never said that he was
dissatisfied. In the Madrass Congross of 1908 he
made a powerful advooaoy of the various meagures
in the acheme, He hoped for a groat deal from the
reforms. Continuing this theme, Mr. Sastri said
that the bureaucraoy in India knew how to defeat in

i
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detail what they could not frustrate in principle.
The Regulations that the Government made under

the Reforms scheme weore 80 reactionary that they

were ¢aleulated to divide one section of psople from
another and detract so far from the spirit of the re-
forms like the safeguards in the present scheme be-
fore the country which were calculated to swallow
up nearly the whole of the reforms, That was how
Gokhale objected to the Minto-Morley reforms,

Mr. Sastri next dealt with the prosecution of
Tilak and read two letters from Gokhale to Patwar-
dban in that connection and one letter written by
himself (Mr. Sastri) to Mr. Dravid doubting the pro-
priety of launching prosecutions on behalf of Gokhale
sgainst Bande Mataram, Hindu Punch, eto., for
libel, oasting unjust aspersions that “Gokhale set up
the Government to prosecute Tilak.” After consider-
able hesitation and correspondence Gokhale launched
a prosecution against the papers whiech had to pay
heavy fines and these fines were handed over by
Gokhale for objects of public utility.

MRs. BESANT'S INTERNMENT,

In concluding hie second lecture, Mr. Sastri
eaid referring to his connection with Mrs. Besang's
internment:—"I venture to include something of =
personal character because of the sad tbought that
this terdency of our people to speak ill of their own
men and to be ready fo think that they are traitors is
not a thing of the past. In my own poor life, humble as
I have been, an incident oceurred which I recall with
most intense regret. Y mention that merely to show
that none of you can be too cautious in receiving.
stories against men in publie life,. When you hear
these stories, if there is & bias in the matter let it be
in favour of the acoused person. You must make it
a point to dewand most positive and incontestable
proof before you will comsent todrag the name of
your own countrymen into the-mire. You remember
the ocoasion in Lord Penfland’s government when
Mrs, Besant was interned. I was then a member of
the local Legislative council and it was well known
that I stood on some friendly footing with Lord
Pentland. With these facts and no other and with
the further information tbat I stood on a different
political platform from Mrs, Besant's and that I de-
clined to become 8 member of her Home Rule League
and that I ventured to dissociate mwselt from her
aotivities, a number of her followers including some
very eminent men spread the story that I was res-
ponsible for the internment, that Lord Pentland con-
sulted me, as if it was necessary to fortify himself
with such consultation, and that I gave my verdiot
against Mrs, Besant, I did my best to dispel this
story. I spoke in public against the order of the
Government and being on friendly terms with Mr.
Montegu I cabled to him, These facts were known,
but they did not weigh so much as fancy that they
did not read it in public. Everything was done to
mar the good relations that subsisted between me and
Mrs. Besant. I am very glad to say that some of
those who said these things came to know the truth
and acquitted me oompletely. It gives. me greater
pleagure to testify that Mrs. Besant never onece lent
her ear to these aspersions, but they were in the air.
There is a poseibility of ovr good men being slander-
ed in this unserupulous and unfounded manner and
if any words of mine wilt induce a better state of
mind and 8 more disciplined state of heart ammong
young friends so that when they come to fill places
of high life a higher tone shall prevail, I shsll not

\ have taken the liberty of mentioning this personal
matter in vain," (Cheers).

III.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION BILL.

Mr. Sastri said that Qokhale introduced a reso-
lution in the Imperial Counoil asking that & commit.
teo should be appointed fo examine the question
whether free and compulsory education might be
introduced and if so, how. After an interesting
debate he withdrew the resolution asthe Government
intended to oppose it and when the Government op-
posed a non-official measure in those days, nothing
more could be got out of the venture. Next year he
introduced a Bill trying to make eduoation compui.
sory. It was, however, 8 very limited and ecautious
measure. At that time in the history of this country,
the guestion of universal education had barely dawn-
ed on the minds of even the most advanced thinkers.
If the principle that all the children born in this
couniry, boys and girls; rich and poor, should
receive a certain measure of rudimentary edueation,
was accepted it was s gain of no small moment, but
it was not to ba, The details of that Bill would not
be of much interest at present because the couniry
had gone beyond those beginnings, and although they -
could not eay now that compulsory education was
firmly established in any part of Indis, the question
was now reduced to one of money merely. There was
hardly any doublt in the minds of thinkers asto the
desirability, if only it wora possible, of universal
education. The outline of that Bill was proof, in the
first instance, of how moderate and how careful
(Gokhale’s work was and in the second instance it
was proof too of how the Government even when
oonfronted with sich 8 modest measure did not look
upon it with favour.

After giving a brief summary of the provisions
of the Bill, Mr. Sastri said that the Government at
first were willing to grant time for Gokhale to go-
round the country and prepare opinion in favour of
the Bill. The eonsideration of the Bill was postpiued
for one year during which Gokhale and some mem-
bers of the Servants of India Bociety were active in
promoting the Bill. He ( Mr. Sastri ) had a share in
that importaut work although it bore o fruit in the.
end, for, s Gokhale said, it was one of the numerous
failures to his oredit. R, O, Dutt was right in des-.
cribing certain failures of Gokhale’s work ss more.
brilliant than victories and this was one such.
cerbainly., Next year Gokhale came to the Council
and asked that the Bill bs committed to the consider-
ation of a seleot committes. The Government put its.
vato on it and there was an end to the thing.

The idess started by Gokhale, continued Mr.
Sastri, had since gathered momentum and there were
several provinces at the present day which had.
on their stabute book a Compulsoery Edueation Act.
He { Mr. Sactri ) way not much pleased with the re.
sults of this legislation., Everywhere there had been
a great constriction of finance and there was not
much chanoe of a rapid growth of this movement al-
though the principle was no longer under any risk.
As an eduocationist himself, Mr, Sastei wished to ex-
press a doubt upon a survey of the whole of Gokhale’s
work whether after all his political work, supberb as
it was, was more valuable in the long run than the
totality of his educational labours, For 20 years be
was a Professor in one of the leading colleges in the
Bombay Presidency, Afterwards he took part in the
University . work. Then he oriticised with great
acumen and experience the Universities legislation
undertaken by Lord Curzon and in the last years of
his life he made three successive efforts in order to
promote the cause of compulsory education to the
children of India. Those that read Gokhales’s edu-~
cational speeches alone would find that they showed

an uncommon grasp of the realities of the situation
>
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.of the fundamental needs of the country and of the
basis upon which alone conld be surely built any-
‘thing like the welfare of the nation.

TH* SoUTH AFRICAN QUESTION.

Mr. Sastri then deelt with (Gokhale'e visit to
Bouth Africa in 1912 st the instance of Mahatma
Gandbi who brought up the question of tha treatment
of Indians in South Africa into the forefront of
Indian politica and who realised that Gokhale was a
-statesman of first-rate calibre in India whose handl-
ingof the question, if it had behind it a study of it
-on the epot, would give it al once an importance
‘which otherwise it could never obtain., It proved
4rue, Under the £3 tax imposed on every Indian—
man, womap and child—in South Africa, who chose
-to remain there after the perfod of his or her indenture
was over, every Indian must be an indentured labo-

urer and not a free oitizen. Gokhale obtained an’

undertaking from the Ministers in South Africa that
this tax should be abolished. Unfortunately how-
-gver the Ministers had not made clear to Gokhale
whether they had made & binding promise or only
‘that politic promise which etatesmen knew how to
make, viz., that the subjeot would receive the most
-aympathetio consideration, ‘Word came that the
Ministers had made no promise &o abolish the tax,
Mr. Gandhi was obliged to resume the Passive Resis-
tance oampaign on a large soale, When Gokhale
oame back to India, he was subjacted to very severe

-griticiern at the hands of his eountrymen including |
:Bir P. Mehta, who condemned Gokhale's compromise |

in no moderate terms, (okhale was condemned be-
oauge in return for the abolition of the £3 tax, he had
agroed that there should be a limit placed upon the
migration of their countrymen to that sub-continent.
The ill-treatment of their people was due primarily to
the fear of a small minority of South African whites
that if this large and well-peopled country should
make South Africa an outiet for this population, they
-(whites) would be swamped in & country which they
wanted to make their homa and that they would be
deprived of those standards and methods of govern-
ment which they highly walued. (Gokhale thought
that there was a good deal in it, and in his judgment
Mr. Gandhi concurred. They agraed that in ordar
-fo seoure good treatment for Indians already settled
in South Afrioa there should be no more influx of
Indians and that the Indian Government should pro-
‘hibit Indians emigrating to that part of the world,
Sir P. Mehta and others contended that this was too
big a price to pay for the welfara of a hundred
thousand Indians, Gokhale was eventually able to
-oonvince the critics that a compromise of that kind
wﬁaa_n Jegitimate procedure in the conduot of public
-afiaira,

COMPROMISE IN POLITICS,

Continuing, Mr, Sastri eaid: " If you are to
-gerve your countrymen in your generation, you
must learn that if in a conflict with another nation
who hold their rights sacred, it is not posaible
to get all at once, some of these may have to ba
givon up in order that certain others may be gained.
So'managed, a compromise is legitimate, and that is
the only praoticable course in politios. Neoverthelesa
how often do we not hear peopla saying that he is
8 ‘man of compromige’, No man oan do anything un-
loss he understands the seoret of compromise. Mr,
-(Gandht began his life with this principle of compro-
mise. You may dispel from your head the idea thab
Mr, Gandhi knowa no compromise, Ha knows
the secret of compromise. He knows that he must
-surrender In order to gain, This compromise in
-South Afrioa gained some amelioration in the fate of
-8 hundred thousand Indians in South Afrioa,

“8o tangled is this unfortuuste world,” Mr,
Sastri observed, *‘that this compromise, wise and
pecessary na it seemed at the time, did not, however,
give & helpful turn to the solution of the South Afri-
can problem. The compromise did not result in
much good to our people, and although many further
stages have been passed in the development of this
problem, it is impossible even mow to eay that the
position of our countrymen in South Africa is sub.
stantially an improvement on what it was in 1912.
But for that neitner Mr. Gandhi nor Gokhale nor any
of those who went there as Agents under the Cepe-
town Agreement is responsible.. The whole of the
position is due to the very unfortunate eircumstances
in whioh our people live there. As far as I can see,
there is no permanent solution of.4his problem until
India gets a place of complete equality with South
Atrion in the sisterhood of the Dominions called the
British Commonwealth. Until that consummation
is reached we shall not be able to assert our full
voice in imperial counecils, Altbough this point is
lost sight of in our national demand for equality and
although this point finds mention in the speaches of
ordinary statesmen of this country, myself and others
who bave paid attention to this problem hold that it
is one of the chief reasons why we seek as early as
possible the attainment of Dominionhood and we
eannot secure for our countrymen abroad & self-res-
peoting status until we have achieved it here for our-
gelves.” ( Cheers). .

HINDU-MUSLIM PROBLEM,

Another topio of equal importance illustrating
the secret of compromise, with regard to which the
compromises they had made now and then as in the
case of South Afrioa had not brought them anything
like a solution or an approach to a solution was the

. Hindu-Muslim problem. The solution of this problem,

Mr, Sastri pointed out, formed one of Gokhale's
anxious endeavours. When the Minto-Moriey re-
forms took ehape about 1908, Mahomedans claimed
separate electorates for their representation in_the
legislatures, This was believed by soms nationalists
g8 an irretrievable disaster which would kill the
growth of Indian nationality where religion and
oolour were subordinated to political unity. Never-
theless, Lord Morley, unable to resist the pressure
put upon him, insisted either on introducing his re-
forms with the prinoiple of separate electorate dis-
figuring them or giving up the whole show. Like a
man of compromise, the doctrinnaire and the honest:
John surrendered his prineiple. As a matter of com-
promise, Gokhale suggested & torritorial election in
which Hindus and Muslims should take part indi-
goriminately without reference to religion and that
they should then have supplementary elections for
geparate communities to supply the deficienoy in the
communal quota, .Lord Morley, having once consent-
ed to give separate representation, forgot for the time-
being that separate representation was fo come after
the operation of a general election snd said that
Mahomedans must get this representation through
separate electorates. The excessive representation
that Mahomedans demanded was also granted. These
two points were against Gokhale's will, but when
onoe the Regulations had been made and thenew cons-
titution started working, he considered it unfortunate,
inexpedient and injurious to the growth of national
interest that Mahomedans should be deprived of what
thoy had secured, He advised the acoeptance of this
rather than lose all chance of a peaceful working
of a constitution of a higher level in other respeots.
That was another matter in whioh Gokhale madé &
compromise believing that once it had been made, the
pational forces in the country would enable succeed-
ing generations to restriot the principle of separata

4
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reprecentation. Rut #s oftem happened the blunder
once made, communsl ramifications became strongly
rooted and it was impossible to resist the further
spread of this poison which had become injected into
the body politio of Indis. Subssquently, it extended
to other communities and entered local bodies, uni-
versities, eto., where people had since begun to think
always as members of 8 certain community and not
as members of s united and homogeneous nation. But
it was wrong to lay at the door of either Lord Morley
or Gokbale the evil consequences that they could not
have forescen.

This and the South African question, Mr, Sastri
proceeded fo observe, were both instances in which
the evil consequences rendered a better solution im-
poseible. He wished to make one pious remark on
this matter. He had already said that Mr, Gandhi
was also a8 man of compromise and he had described
himself as a man ready to compromise, provided it
would lead to something tangibly good. He must
say to Gandhiii's credit that he was not a man of
compromise to the same extent and in the same sense
a8 many others were, Without putting the other
party on a false scent, M2 Gandhi knew when to
eompromise and when other people were ready to
compromise, At a certain stage Mr, Gandhi would
wait until a ecritical stage was reached and then
enter into a compromise. It was a matter of tem-
perament. It was not a matter of fundamental
principle,

Mr. Sagtri then referred to the incident connect-
ed with the offer of knighthood to Gokhsle on the
recommendation of Lord Hardinge and Gokhale’s
declining the honrour, wishing to continue under his
simple designation. In that connection, Mz. Sastri
read Gokhsle’s letter to TLord Crew, the then Secre-
tary of State, and -ihe latter’s reply appreciating the
reasons for declining the honour.

GENERAL IMPORT OF (ROKHALE'S CAREER.

In concluding the series of three lectures on
Gokhale, Mr, Sastri spoke as follows on the import
of Gokhale’s career which he thought would be of
the greatest possible instruction to his young friends
among the andienoe :(—

In this world there isa great amount of mis-
cerriage of human endeavour. Thereis considerable
wreckage of happiness and probably also a great
deal of production of unnecessary misery just because
of the wonderful circumstances in the arrangement
that we see around in the world, Of a thousand paople
that you stud_y oocupying various positions and dise
charging various duties to the community yon will
propably find 990 whom you could only describe as
round men in square holes. In colleges and elsewhers
you debate the question of the choice of a career, But
how many people are there to whom a career is open
for choice ? Those that find it have no choice in the
matter but take just what they can get. Itis no
wonder therefore that the world is full of miscarriage
of effort, misdirestion of endeavour, misappli-
cation of energy, and a large amount of positive
harm to the community where men discharge tasks
for which they are not fitted. It is & matter of the
most significant value in life tofind it men for fit
places, I wonder whether there is really one ins
thousand who can be described as exactly fitted for
the work that he performs in life. I remember read-
ing in the famous poem of Kalidasa a sloka where
be saysthat in the world of matrimony misfits are
the rule, a couple ‘who seem to be made for each
other being very very rare, So, sesing that Dushyanta
and Sakuntala have been brought together as bride
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and groom, the poet explains: ‘Ah! in asense fate
hag yoked together two people each of whom is{
worthy of the other in the matter of high gqualities.
}5'01- a long time from now the world will not censure
ate’.

How TO PROFIT BY OPPORTUNITIES ?

Speaking of the contemplation of & career which
has found a worthy person, it seems to me that some-
how Gokhale was fitted in every way for the career
he chose, Nobody would have predicted that he
would play a great part in Indian affairs, for he
started with many disadvantages. His station inlife
wag very modest, his inteilectual endowments were
not by any means brilliant. Nevertheloss, what cama
to him were great opporfunities, Here is another
matter for contemplation. Opportunities come tous
all. Only some of us do not see them, while some
others having seen them do not profit by them.
Opportunities of some kind each one of us has, In
the case of Gokhale there is no doubt that his oppor-
tunities were superlative. He began with the teach-
ing profession in which men like Tilak, Agarkar and
Apte were doing work. Soon afterwards he fell under
the influence of Ranade, Joshi and Mehta. Gokhale
saw the value of these opportunities at every stage.
He had great amibitions, He knew that Providence
placed in his hande facilities for realising a great
part of those ambitions. He allowed others to mould
his mind, to shape his character, to incluoate high
ideals and prineiples, and to teach him the slements
of the succeeding stages of the work that he was to
do, Can we gay that we have not got similar opportuni-
ties although they may not be of that order? We all
have wise people to whom we may go. We all have
teachers and relatives who are in a position to advise
and guide us. Do we go to them ? On the contrary
is it not one of our great complaints as teachers that
we are continually in the position of giving advice
and guidance when we know that that advice and
guidance will not be heeded at all? It isa sad
thought. Advice has been deseribed as that which
is sought but never followed. In the ease of Gokhale
he conscientiously sought the advice of those who
could give it. He placed himself conscientiously
under the influence of others who could give compe-
tent guidance and when their influence was removed
by the hand of time he had placed himself in a posi-
tion in which he could order hig daily conduct and
carry forward their work in his good timme. Thatisa
great lesson to be drawn from his life that we should
seek opportunities, realise them when they are beside
us and then with a determination and will make the
best use of them. Having perfected himself and
armed himself with the necessary knowledge, was he-
content? He had laid out a big programme for hixp-
self which was extraordinarily comprehensive in
compsass of knowledge. In the end be accom-
plished at 49 a great deal more than those who when
they are 70 cannot olaim to their credit. You have
to sim high in order that you may reach a certain
point of eminence, Though you cannot hope to
attain the full grasp of your ideals you must not
give up those ideals. You must put forth the maxi-
mum effort of which you are capable and then your
achievemsnts though they msy fall short of the ideals
will be greater than what they could have been had
you aimed low. The task that you undertake must
be in excess of your power in order that your best

.qualities may be evoked. Gokhale never fell below

his own standard, He slways aimad high and he
was never satisfied until he had done the very best.
that was open to him. (Loud cheers).
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LABOUR AND J. P. C. REPORT.

3 The following article from the pen of Mr.N. M.

-Joshi, M, L. A., appeared in & recent issue of the
Manchester Guardian :

HE report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee

T ought to be examined from the point of view,

first, of the transference of power from British

-to Indian hands, and, secondly, of the distribution of

the transferred powers among the various sections

of the people.

The report undoudbtedly transfers iarger powers to
Indian hande. If provides for full responsible govern-
ment in the provinces, with deduotions by way of
the special powers of the Governora. But fransference
-of gome departments to respongible Ministers under
the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme was not subject to
the apeoial powers of the Governors. The limited
‘responsibility at the centre may be regarded as an
advance in self-government, as the present Central

"Legislature does not possess any decisive powera.

Advances must also be noted, as regards the dis-
tribution of these powers smong the various sections
of the population. The proportion of people enfranchis-
ed will now be inoreased from 3 to 14 per cent. The
-depressed classes, Labour and women will secure for
the first time reserved seats in the lower chamber, al-
though the special elective representation given to
Labour is extromely inadequate, :

DISTRUST,

This advanee, though inadequate gompared to the
expectation of the Indian peopla, would have been
acoepted had it not been accompanied by fentures
which either hurt their feeling of national self-respeot

~or ara undemooratic, and which will be very difficult
to get rid of even in the distant future, if once
introduced.

The first objectionable feature from the Indian
point of view is the distrust of the Indian people—
Princes, landed anrd commercial magnates, and, of
gourse, the common people—as regarda the proiection
of British interests—investments, commerce, sorvices
and even the professions. Failure to provide that the
representation allotted to the Indian States will be
representation of the people and not of the rulers is
also a feature which the common people of India
oannot acvept. The British, by insisting that respon-
sible government can be introduced at the centre only
if the Princes join, placed the Prinees in an advan-
tageous position to dictate terms, If the Princes know
that the progress of British India cannot for ever be
delayed at their sweet will the Princes ba reason-
ebla. The mominees of the Indian Princes, togetber
with the represeuntatives of Europeans and of Iandad
and commercial interests, will effectively prevent tha
will of the sommon psople prevailing in the Central

-Liegislature,

SECOND CHAMBERS,

The proposed establishment of second chambers
not only abt tha oentre but in five of the biggest pro-
vinces is another obstaocle to the establishment of
demooraoy. If second ohambers are established, the
Passing of the progzessive social legislation benefit
ting the workers and peasants will be practioally im-
poasible, Provision is made for the representation
of all communities based upon religion and race in
the proposed second chambers, But there is absolute-
ly uo provision in them for the representation of
Labour, Thers is not much provision for represen-
tation even of the depresssd ciasses.

Progress proposed as regards the franchise has
already besn admitted. But any restriction of
dranchise i3 undemooratio., The - only provision

made for the extension of the franchise in the futurs
is the power given to the Indian Legislatures to pasa
resolutions on the subject. It is unnatural to expsot
Legislatures elected on a restricted franchise readily
to pass resolutions for franchise extension. Ths
special representation provided for Labour by thae
report, even in the lower chambers, ia very meagre.
The National Trades Union Federation had asked
for & modest proporkion of 10 per cent. of the tatal
number of seats for Labour., But Labour has bessn
given only 38 out of nearly 1,600 seats in all pro-
vincial Logislatures takan together, and only 10 in
the Central Liower Chamber. With this small repre~
sentation, even taken togethar with the representa-
tives of the depressed olasses, tha ocommon peopla
cannot make their will effective in Legislatures
where vested interests dominate.

INDIRECT ELECTION.

Insistence on indireot election ia another une
democratio feature. Even if indireot election is
admitted to be unavoidable when adult suffrage is
adopted, indiract eleotion on the proposed limited
basis is bound to lead to corruption. SBeparate elector~
ates provided for communities according to their
religion sand race are undoubtediy wndemocratic.
But the British cannot be held eolely responsible for
this provision, and oconsequently tha Indian people
must acguissce in it till they themselves are able ta
alter it with the consent of the minority commuanities,

These are some of the main undemocratiofeatures
of the proposed Constitution. Some are ocapable of
being removed in course of time, such as the
restriction of the franchise, indirect eleotions, and
communal electorates. Freedom given to the Princes
to nominate their representativea will not easily be
parted with, And special safeguards provided to
protect British interests are bound to oause bitterness
leading to retaliation, whioh in its turn will make
the romoval of the safeguards impractioable,
8imilarly it will be practically impossible to abolish
second chambers, if once established. The right
which the Princes claim that their consent is nacessary
for all future constitutional changes will make future
development impossible.

The alternative proposals of Major Attlee and his
colleagues would have been accepted by a large
seotion of Indians as a compromise, They rightly
ingist upon definite recognition of the goal of
Dominion Status, of which the report is a praotical
repudiation. Indians cannot become a consenting
party either to the report or to the legislation based

upon it.

ARE STATE SUBJECTS UNTOUCHABLES ?

HE TUnion of Britain and ‘India publishes -a
weekly bulletin for the popularisation in Britain
of the Indian reform proposals with a map

of India for the frontispiace, The reader’s attention
is drawn in a recent number to a elight change in
this frontispiece, The Indian States are shown with
8 light shade to stress the significance of all-India
Faderation and to emphasise ‘“‘ihe importance to the
Federal principle of the adherence thereto of the
Princely Ordor.,” As a matter of fact, howaver, the
map enables ona to realise something wholly different
and perhaps the opposite of what the U. B. I. intands,
namely, what a large part of the population of India
is kept under the Joint Parliamentary Committee
proposals out of any part or share in the proposed
new order. For the shaded area in the map represents,
really not the members of the so-oalled Princely
order, but a vast papulation of unsnfranchised peopls

[



. 76 THE SERVANT OF INDIA

>

FEBRUARY 7,"1935,

whom it is proposed still to maintain in the same
unenfranchised condition.

The progress of ideas and ocivilisation through-
out Indias, Briticsh or Princely, is fairly uniform::
because, lifeis one and administrative borders are not
civilisation-tight, If it i3 good and necessary for
British Indian citizeustohave a wide franchise with a
control over their own government, so aleo is it good
and necessary for the present-day citizens of Princely
India to have the same rights and duties. It would
certainly not have been too .much to have demanded
with Federation a reform in the system of adminij-
strafion in the areas under the federating Princes,
Even if this wers deemed toc great a revolution, one
ocould at least have expected that the Indiau-State-
members in the Lower House of the Faederal Parlia-
ment should be representatives of the people, even as
the British Indian members are to be elected repre-
sentatives of the people of the British provinces, and
not nominees of the Disgtrict Magistrater or of the
Governors. The shaded part of the U.B. I. map re-
presents indeed the Harijan population of the new poli-
tioal order,—C. Rajagopalachari in Indian Advance.

PRINCES AND J. P. C. REPORT.

The Chamber of Princes which recently considered
the J, P. C. Report adopted the following resolulion on
the subject :

£ MHE Chamber of Princes reaffirms its previous
declaration about the readiness of the States to

accede to the all-India federation, provided
that the essentisl conditions and guarantees which
have besn pressed forare included in the constitution.

The Chamber must, however, reserve its opinion
on the question until the Parliamentary bill relating
to constitutional reforms and the contents of the
proposed treaty of accession and of the Imstrument
of Instructions to the Viceroy are known and have
been examinsed.

The Chamber also wishes to emphasise that the
inauguration and the success of the federation will
depend entirely on the good-will and the co-opera-
tion of ull parties concerned and upon the clesr re-
cognition of the sovereignity of the States and their
rights under treaties and engagements,

The Chamber further emphasises the necessity
of a prior settlement of the pending claims of in-
dividual States.”

SHORT NOTICES.

CONTROL FROM THE TOP. By FRANCIS NEIT-
SON, ( Putnams, New York. ) 1933. 20om. 190p.
$1.50.

THE book is a criticism of the principles underlying
the New Deal in the U. 8. A, and the control from

the top introduced under the Roosevelt regime, The |

author takes into acoount the views of a few econo-
migts in the United States in defenceof the change in-
voled in the system of controiled capitalism and
subjects them to a searching analysis, He finds that
most of the writers including those whom he
selects for particular discussion—Dr. Tugwell,

Mr. Chase and Mr. Soule—are merely dallying with’

socialism in propounding their theory about . the
neocesgity for the New Deel, though all the while they
profess to abhor socialism or communism, All of
them turn to Russia for example and inspiration ; the

five-year plan which according to Mr, Neilson ia s
complete failure, And he asks if the Amerioan people,
no matter how hoodwinked they may be for the time
being, would ever consent to permitting so strict a
oontrol of industry as is obtaining in Russia at pre.
sent. He says in fine that the various authors whose
viows he considers do not know their own minds sud
their own plans, and are only carried away by a
sentimental appreciation of the Soviet model, infor.
mation about which they get only after it is censored,
Mr, Neilson stigmatises socialisation, in a mere poli-
tioal and material sense, as ‘a polioy of despair’. ‘It
is a back-to-slavary policy.' His remedy for the Ame-
rioan situation is not state socialism or control from
the top but the resuscitation of the ‘economic man’,
by giving recognition to the principle of private.
ownership of land which gives man & sense of inde-
pendence and restores economio equilibrium. State
conbrol or any other control destroys that indepen-
dence and is against the principle of individualism
inherent in human nature. Mr. Neilson is a practi--
oal realist ; but that is saying as much as one can
about him, He is a fearless thinker and eritic; but
even he mugf acknowledge that there is a field for
state action in modern times which eannot be ignor--
ed. And the United States under the New.Deal is
making experimenta in controlled ocapitslism which
m;y have important lessons for that country and for
others. '

C. V. HANUMANTHA RAO.

THE PROBLEM OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
INBENGAL. By NARESH CHANDRA ROY.
( United Bangal Association, 99, Bakul Bagan
Road, Calcutts. ) 1934, 250m. As, 4,
THIS pamphlet gives a fairly adequate ides of the
preseat-day secondary eduecation in Bengal. - A good:
pert of the obgervations in this pamphlet wouid be-
applicabla to secondary education in other Provinoes.
a8 well. Bengal has an additional disadvantagein
having a dual system of control over its secondary
education, exeroised by two practically independent:
sgoncies—the Education Department and the Univer.-
sity. Pauoity of finances, insecurity of tenure of
teachers in non-Governmens schools and inefficiency:
of instruction form a logically connected chain of
factors hampering the progress of secondary educa-.
tion. It is admitted on all hands that primary edu-
cation should be the first charge on State-revenuse,
Organised public philanthropy would alone make the-
finanoial basis of private secondary schools secure.
It izalgo essential to realise thab teachers must feel a-
sense of security if their work is to bear the best
fruit. The Government of the United Provinces has
recently made agreementof tesshers and head-masters-
a condition of the grant-in-aid, which will have to -
be now aocoepted by the managers of recognised.
secondary schools. This is a step in the right direc-
tion, as it would give the teacher a reasonable ssnse
of security. In the words of Mr. Mackenszie, the late
Director of Public Iustitution, United Provinces,
teachers in recognised secondary schools are “as:
much true servants of the State as teachers in the
University or in Government Munioipal or District
Board Schools” and they “are entitled to the same
protection”. The more this protection would be forth--
coming either from Government or from the mana-
gers of recognised sohools, the better would be the.
condition of secondary education,

AN EDUCATIONIST.
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