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Topics of the Week.

A Game of Hide and Seek.

BABU RAJENDRA PRASAD, in his statement on
the States’ question, tries to show that the prohibition
by the Travancore Darbar of Congress activities in
its Btate is something sbominable, He says in
effect: * These activities are mainly of a construo-
tive nature and are wholly incffensive. They need
not be stopped. The Congress leaves the Siates
alone, Bhould not the States in their turn leave the
Congress well alone?

* : *

BUT, in thus pleading, Rajendra Babu shows
ignorance of the position taken up by the Travancore
Darbar, What it says is : “Let the States® people form
their organisations in the States. Such organisations
they will not discourage at all. But the States’
people must not have anything to do with British
Indian organisations. And the Congress, on its own
showing, is such an. organisation. Does it not, by
asking its members to keep aloof from the States,
oonfess that the Congress is & purely British Indian
organisation. Well, if it is & British Indian orgn~
?isatiitzn_,l the States’ people must keep aloof

rom it.

* » L ]
*

THE Travancore Darbar has reslly eaught the
Congress in a vice, It ssys to Mahatma Gandhi and
other Congréss leaders : “If you contend that the
Congress is a wider organisation, comprising both
British Indians and the States’ people, and, on that
ground, request the Princea to allow their subjects to |

join it, why do you ask Congressmen not to take pard
in the States® affaira ? If the Congress is an all-India
organigation, then it would be right for British
Indian members of the Congress to interfore in the
States’ affairs, as you olaim it is right for the States’
people to interfers in British Indisn affairs, By
prohibiting British Indians to go into the States for
the purpose of giving active support to the States®
people’'s agitation, you virtually declare that the
Congress is meant only for British India, and if it is
so meant it is but right that the States’ people should
not enrol themselves in it and should refuse to
partioipate in its aotivities.”

* * -

“IF the inhibition 1aid by you on British Indians
againat their partioipation in the States is justifiable,
surely an inhibition laid by the Princes on their
subjects against' participation in British India is
equally: justifiable, We must not allow our people
t0 engage themselves in civil disobediencs inm
British India for the very remson that you do not
allow your people to engage themselves in milder
movements in Indian States. Reciprocity requires,
on our part, just the opposite of what you esk for,
You are only playing hide and seck with our people,
‘Wae cannot permit such bamboozling on your part.”

» » *

Occasion /125 arisen !

ToUCHING the Caleutta resolution of the Con-
gress, which Babu Rajendra Prasad offers to the
States’ people as their sheet-anchor, the Tribune
observes in its issue of the 10th inst. — ‘

This was no doubt both a clear and adequate state-
ment of the polioy of the Congress in 1928, But sinos
then the position has been completely transiormed. The
idea of federation, which was at the time still a some-
‘What remote ory, has now become part of an sctual
official scheme, The question which the people of the
States are entitled to ask, and whioch they have as &
matter of fact been asking with incroasing earnestness
and emphasia is, whether snd how far the Congress is
propared to change its old attiude of mere sympathy into
one of aotive support in view of this change in the sitnae
tion. Babu Rajendra Prasad, therefore, is hardly right
in saying that no oocasion has arisen since 1928 to make
a fresh proncuncement of the Congress attitude. The
ocoasion is undoutedly there, though on account of its
preoccupations the Congress has not been able to make
DecesSSArYy proucuncement, Soomer or later, mconer
rather than later, the Oongress will have to deflnitely
make up its mind as to whether it is golog to advise the
Provinoes to agree to federate with the Princes withont
making any conditlon whatever regarding the internal ad-
ministration of the Btates and without the people of the
Btatea themssives being brought into the piocture in any
manner oOr to any extent,

* * L
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1ilogical.

REFERRING to Msahatma Gandhi’s draft of a
resolution on the Indian States, Uniled Bengal of the
3rd inst, writes ag followa —

The policy of non-interference in the internal affairs
of the States which Gandhiji has advocated and followed
80 long is now officially approved of by the Congress.

- At the same tima it ia Jaid down in the resolution that
the citizena of the Btates should not be debarred from
being enlisted as members of the Congress. We do not

_see a8 to how these two may be reconciled with each
other. A British Indian oitizer becomes a member of
the Congress with the object of freeing his country from
slien domination by peaceful and non-wviolent meaps.
Bat it passes our understanding as to why the subject of
sn Indian ruling prince will becoms interested in thig
ideal when he cannot do anything in an active way as
a member of the Congress for liberating himsalf from the
immediate thraldom of the local despot. He must neoces-

sarily be more interested in popularising the administra=

tion of his State than in fresipg India from the ultimate
control of the British. It is true that the Congress in
this resolution bas made an appeal to Theit Highnesses to
demooratise their government and reform their adminis-
tration, This appeal, however, will out no ice a3 long as
it is not backed up by some active agitation on the
part of the Congress. The subjeota of the Indian States
are thus practically left to their own fats. This soft
corner of Gandhiji for princely despotism is both inexpli-
cable and unjustifiable.

United Bengal asgumes that Mahatmg Gandhi's draft
was accepted by the Congress. Fortunately it was
not, and non-interference cannot yef be ssid to be
the Congress’s official policy. Our contemporary’s
criticism of the Mahatma’'s position is, however,

entirely just,
* *

A Champiou_ot Autocracy,

A SEOTION of opinion, by no means unfriendly
to the proposed federal constitution for this ecountry,
presses the view thata modicum of representative
and responsible government in Indian States should

be insisted on as s condition precedent to their |

entry into the Indian federation. The suggestion
is however brushed aside in certain influential quar-
ters ss introducing a needlesa complication in an

already complioated situation and as delaying the

advent of [ederation indefinitely, It is pointed out
by the spokesmen of this school of thought that if
g definite obligation were thrown upon autocratic
rulers of Indian States to democratise their admini-
strations to a stated minimum extent before they
are allowed to join the federation, they may resent
it as an nnwanted interference with their unfettered
control in relation to the internal affairs of their
States and may even wash their hands of the whole
federal business, . On the other hand, if they are al-
lowed to come in without any condifions, say this
olasgs of politicians, they cannobt remain immune for
any considerable length of time from demoorstic in-
fluences in British Indis owing fo their close associa~
tion or that of their representatives in the foderal
legislature with popular British Indian representa~
tives and will soon have to introduce demooratic
government in their States. Those who take thias
viaw are so confident of the future course of events
that they speak of this almost as inevitable.
L ] & *

APART from the fact that on account of the natural
unwillingness of autocracy to part with its power un-
1ees forced so to do by pressure of public opinion, the
supposed inevitability may in actual fact turn out
to be no batter than a dream, there are special circum-~

A

stances in this country which should caution every-
body against entertaining such & fond hope. In
exercise of their rights of paramountsy which remsain
intact under the new regime, the British Govern-
ment will continue to wield immense oontrol over
the members of the princely arder. And he would
be & bold man who could asser$ thal the representa~
tives of the Government, through whom such powers
would be exeroised, would go out of their way to
impress upon the Btates’ rulers the advantages of
democracy or to encourage them to liberalise their
constitutions in the direction of enlarging popular
ocontrol over their administrations.
* #* »

IF Bir Malcolm Hailey is to be taken .
as a fairly ropresentative type of this oless
of official, the Princes will on the other hand
receive no end of advioe as to the benefits flo-
wing from autocracy. In his recent spesch at
the banques given by the Maharaja of Benares. Sir
Maloolm Hailey sung the praises of autooracy and.
openly advised his friends smongst Indian rulers
to give autocraoy its full chance. Are not Indisn
rulers bere asited not to permit their States’ admini-
strations to be contaminated by any kind of popular
control Eill the very last? Even supposing that the
Prinoces were themsslves anxious to liberalise their
administration in the direction of democracy, is it at
all an unwarranted fear that thelr intentions would
more often than not be frustrated by the inlterven-
tion of administrators of the type of the Governor of
T.P.? Would it not therefore be & better arrange-
ment to demand from them the conferment on their
subjects of at least the stated minimum rights of
control over their own affairs ?

* * *

Cypher Bureau,

IT may be inconceivable to many, but is none-
theless B fact that in this oountry with its heart
unalterably set on the attainment of self-government
at the earliest possible moment there exists a Govern«
ment department in whioh, there is an express ban"
on the employment of Indians. That department
is the Cypher Bureau of the Political Department
under the oentral Government. Such an anomaly
is possible only in Indis with her irresponsible and
unresponsive system of government. Had it happen-
ed in a eelf-governing dominion, it would have been
enough to unseat the Governmeat in power. This is.
uathinkable in this country for years to come with
the result that though the inequity has bsen brought
to the notice of Government by popular -Tepresenta-
tives on countless ocoasions, it still continues to

g
persist | . . .

THE matter waa recently the subject of anm
interpellation in Parlisment when the explanation
was officially vouchsafed that since some of the
oyphers handled by the Political Department wers
not the property of the Government of Indis, no-
change in the conditions of their use was permissible
without the concurrance of the owners of the foreign
cyphers, It is sn open secret that the foreign
cyphers belong to the British Government, Accord-
ing to the Secretary of State’s reply, there is &
possibility of the discontinuance of these oyphera
before long. This is doubtless & matter of some
relief. But what does “before long ” mean ?+ Indian
opinion would have felt thankful if Sir Samuel Hoare
could have given it spome definite idea of the period
of time within which such discontinuanoe was to be
looked forward ta. If, as is sometimes claimed, bis-
responsibility for India’s well-being had been real
and genuine, he would have taken the paople of
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this country into his confidence as regards the stops

already taken, or oontempiated with a view fto

seouring such disappearance as soon as pmcticable.

All that Indian opinion canin the present oircum-

stances press for is that arrangements for the disoonti-

nuanoce of the British oyphers should not be delayed.
* * »

Quinine. . . )

THE Government are reported to be ina fix as
to how ¢o get rid of fheir acoumulated stock of
quinine. This is said to be about 300,000 iba, worth
more than Rs. 50 lakha, In their anxiety to get this
large stock of the drugoff their hands, they aro be-
lioved to be in negotiation with a Dutch Company.

At what stage these negotiations are at the present

moment it is not given out. But according to the
Statesman, the idea seems fo be to make the Dutoh
Company s sort of middieman who would take over
all the quinine now in stoock and also that which
would be manufactured hereafter and sell it either to
provincial Governments, Government departments
or to the general public. We have been taught to
believe that the present-day trend of commercial
opinion is in the direction of eliminating the middie-
man. And, frankly speaking, the logic of introduc-
ing him in a business which has so far sucoeeded in
doing without him is incomprehensible to us.
* * %

THERE might have been something to be said
for the new arrangemerit if it was the case that there
was nomarket for quinine in this couniry. As s
matter of fack, while ita quantity lying with the
Government is growing, the yearly imports of
quinine comae to nearly 120,000 1bs., which naturally
costs the oconsumer more than the home-produced
drug. Whore s the diffieulty, we wonder, in the
way of the Government making their o#n quinine
available to those that need it? It is nothing more
than a matter of proper distribution for which Gov-
vernment with their unlimited resources in expert
advice should easily be able to arrangs. If with such
a ready market for the drug as India provides, they
Zo and bring in a foreign businessfirm to help them
in the disposal of their quinine stook nothing will
better show up their bankruptoy in business method
and organisation,

M. * 2

IT is well known that nearly 20 per cent. of
the mortality from fevers is attributable to malaria,
And one need not be a medical] man to sssert
that the easily available remody against malatia
is quinine., The Government would be looked

| the Kenya Government to European

upon ss a saviour by the poor if socording fo
the quinine policy now in foree, the drug is distribut.
ed gratis to those unable to pay for it and cheapen-~
ed in the oase of others. Thatseems to bea way of
gniokly dispesing of the acoumulated stook and inei-
dentally avoiding some avoidable da_a.t.hs. The
figures of quinine stooks and -imports given above
alao suggest the possibility of the country being
made self-sufficient in regard to its quinine require-
ments—a matter which should receive the attention
of Government without needless loss of time.
* * L

Kenya in 1933.

THE total population of Kenya Colony and Pro~
teotorate, according to the Kenya Blue Book for 1933,

‘wag 30,65.400, of which nearly 17,000 was Euro-

pean and 57,000 Asiatic. European immigration into
Kenya numbered (4,634, while the number of Euro-
peans who emigrated out of it was 4,439. It will
thus be seen that more Europeans entered the Colony
than came out of it. The position is reversed in the
case of the other two non-native conmunities, viz.
the Indian and the Goan, The immigration and
emigration figures for the former were 5,662 and
8,254 respectively and for the latter 828 and 926. At
this rate while the European population in the Colony
will go on increasing, the Indian and Goan popula-~
tion will show a consistent decline.
. * *

THE number of European woters for election fo
the Kenya Legislative Counoil was 4,604 who were
entitled to elect 11 representatives, the smallest con*
stituency counting no more than 73 electors. The
Indians in the Colony oa the other hand, who nam-"
bar at least three times the Europsans, catt return.
only 5 representatives to the Council and their
eleotoral roll is 3,119

»

> *

THE European ‘community occupies the same
privileged position in regard to the provision of edu-
cationsl facilities. In the Government, aided and
private schools maintained specially for its benefit,
there are 1,639 scholers, the smallest Government
school having only 15 pupile, The contribution of
education
was nearly £27,500, each pupil thus eosting the
State more than £16. In the case of Indian schools,
the number of scholars was in the neighbourhood of
6,000 with a total Government expenditure of
£26,059. The cost per Indian pupil out of Government
funds thus works out to £414 or nearly one-fourth
of that required for educating a Earopean child !

SAGE COUNSEL, ~

IN view of its snnual session at Christmas, the
Indian Liberal Foederation i advised by the

Pioneer not to reiterate mechanically the resolu-
tion passed by it at its former sessions on the official
reform proposals, nor aven to flaunt the Joint Repork
of the British Indian delegation in the face of His
Majesty’s Government, as the Federation may be
fempted to do, but to review the proposals as they
will emerge from the Parliamentary Select Committee
in the light of the existing political situation in
England. The main faotor in this situation is of
course the hardening of opposition in Conssrvative
circles to the White Paper scheme,and the Pionser’s
advice to the Liberal Party in India amounts to this,
that it should so soale down its demand that the

White Paper schame, or something short of it, may be
saved to Iadia from the wrecking taotics of the
Churehill-Lloyd group. It ias right for every political
party, says our contemporary in effect, to put its
claima at their highast at the start of the negotiatione.
The Liberal Party, too, naturally put them very
high, and no blame attaches to it for doing so. Bub
no negotiator, who wants to pull off a bargain, can
afford throughout the negotiations to stick fast to- his
original terms, He must be prepared to move them
up and down as oceasion may require. The Liberal
Party unfortunately haa shown itself to be rather
slow in remcting to the changing moods of those to
whom it now belongs to concede or withhold political
power. It ia too hide<sbound in. its own ideas and
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principles to secure for itself the best bargaining
position, The result is that it often sacrifices solid
advantages on the altar of a sterile consistency. Here
is & splendid opportunity for it to show that it has
the gift of & realistio appreciation of tha situation
that is in front of the country and of & quick adjust-
ment of its own programme in response therefo. It is
no doubt the misfortune of India that her politiciana
have to submit to a progressive lowering of their
demnnds as the dishard section in England gaing
groater and greater strength. Itis even a humiliating
poeition for them fo find themselves in. But does not
the supreme tost of statesmanship consist in suffering
humiliation if it be necessary for tha sake of promot-
ing national good? Other parties may not be far_
sighted and sagacious enough fo satisfy this test, buy
the Liberal Party, a party par excellence of states-
men, must surely now cease tal king of its maximum

demands, but mugt only talk of ita minimum.
[ ]

To be fair to the Pioneer, we must add that
while recommending to the LiberalParty a down_
ward revision in drastic fashion of its former de_
mands, it concedes that the Party may atthe same
time ask that the demands which it has thus {o
jettison temporarily shall be fully met by the British
Government * within a specified period of time
without furfher inquiry.” The compromise that our
contemporary suggests therefore is only in regard
‘to {ime. Instead of insisting that the oonstitution
outlined in the Liberal Party's resolution coming
into force immediately, the Party should now de-
mand, in view of the thickening storm of opposition
in England, that it shall come into force a foew years
hence, but come into force automatically, This
would be a suggestion quite well worth considering
if it werse practioable. But what chance is there that
the British Government "could, even if it would,
agree to all the Liberal Party’'s demsands here and
now, ae it must if the Pioneer’s puggestion is to be
carried ou$, and say to Patlisment: “Let us enac
the whole constitution as the Indian Liberals want
it, but keep some parts of it in abeyance for five
years or so, bringing into operation the other parts
forthwith, and giving effect to the entire constitu-
tion at the end of the stated period”? 1In the
first place the British mind does not work in this
faghion; it is only the Americans who work to &
time-table, agreeing to let go their grasp of
Cuba or Haiti in a particular year in the
future. But even supposing that His Majesty's
(overnment accepted this novel method, of which
wo envisage no possibility, would the Lloyd-Churchill
group, on acoount of whose opposition the plan
is recommended, allow it to do so? Will not thia
group offer as violent an oppositionto & liberal
congtitution’s coming into effect, say, five years
hence as to its coming into effeol at once? And will
not the Pioneer itself say, in such an event, to the
Liberal Party: “ It is extremely sad that the British
Conservatives are making s dead-set against such an
eminently reasonable proposal. But now, in face
of such opposition, the Liberal Party’s duty is clear.
It must throw overboard its fime-table proposal, for

only so will any constitutional advance be possible.
After all, political parties in all countries live from
hand to mouth. They oannot take a blue-print of
future progress and put it forward as a practioal
programme to be carried out'in & long series
of years. And after all the Liberals need not ask
for a guarantee of future advance; this mdvanoe
will come on acoount of forces unconnected* with
the wishes of British politioal forces. Let us take
care only of the immediate present: the future will
take oare of itself.” The Indian Liberals will again
be ealled upon to teke a statesmanlike view of the
pituation and to place compromise above principle.
In fact there can be no minimum in the Pioneer's
soheme of thinges, Even if the White Paper propo-
sals be evacuated, as the British diehards desire, of
all their substanoce, the Pioneer may still appeal to
the Liberal Party to accept cheerfully this watered-
down version on the ground that some advance, how-
ever little, is aiways better than none. To take this
argument still further, even if the new conatitution
be, by all accounts, more backward than the present
one, the Pioneer need not cease making a call upon
the apparently inexhaustible capacity of the Liberal
Party to make a compromise and ask it to accept the
reactionary constitution. Its plea then would be that,
unless this i8 done, the reactionaries in England
would force upon India a still more retrograde con-
stitution, *“There are always ups and downs in
political struggles,” it would eay. “Indis must now
retreat—only to make future advance more cerfain,”
Will the Pioneer, one wonders, stop at any point on
this inoclined plane ?

If it will, why should not the Liberal Party stop
at the point which is indicated in its resolution?
Why should it not say to the British Government:
“We have told you what we want. Our demands
have been framed, not in a bargaining spirit, but
atrictly in the light of what we honestly regard ms
the immediate necessities of the political situation.
‘We do not pretend that our demands are absolutely
inocapable of alteration even in the smallest detail,
But we can discuss the reforms question only on that
basis. You are in no mood to consider the matter in
the spirit in which alone & oconsideration would be
vseful, We know too that youare bent upon forcing
upon India a eonstitution which she does not want.
Very well, do soand take the consequences. We
rofuse to share responsibility for your action in any
manner whatever,” If we bhave not wholly
misjudged the Liberal mind, this will be the upshot
of the Liberal Federation's proceedings at its next
meeting, Let there be mo mistake too sbout this,
that in saying so,it isat one with all the other
progressive parties in India. It is no use the Pioneer
appealing to the Liberal Party’s spiri¢ of compromise
and trying to draw it away from the Congress and
the Nationalist Party. It is immaterial whether or not
it uses the word “ rejection ” in respect of the White
Paper proposals. It will not adopt the attitude of
acceptanoe or acquiesoence in order to save them.
The present election propaganda affords oclear proof
of it. The Congress candidates are woolng the



NoVEMBER 15, 1934, ]

533 -

electorates on the ery of rejeotion. Which Liberal
oandidate hasg put himself forward as a champion
of the anti-rejectionist policy ? In eleotoral contests
the tendenoy is to invent differences of poliey even
where there are mone. This then is the time when
the Liberal Party’s oandidates would emphatioally
express their opposition to the most crecial plank in

the Congress platform if they were at all opposed o it |

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

. polioy.

The Leader is the most faithful exponent of Liberak
We have not yet seen one article in it
which shows any concern whatever for the rejeotion
of the official soheme for want of Liberal support to
it, and it has not even once called upon the Liberals
to rush to its resoue. The Pioneer, we are afraid, will
be disappointed in the Liberal Party.

NOT PLAYING FAIR!

N his statement on the Congress attitude to the
Indisn States, the President of the Congress,

. Babu Rajendra Prasad, refers the States” people
to the resolution passed by the Calcutia session of
the Congrese in 1928, which be says is unrepealed
and therefore represents the sccepted Congress polioy

on the question of the States, adding further that |

“no ocoasion has arisen since then o make any pro-
nouncement” en the subject. To be sure, Rajendra
Babu cannot say that since 1928 no occasion arose
for the Congresa to make known ita policy. Two
events of cardinal importance happened after the
Calcutta session, which have put an entirely
new aspect on the -Biates’ problem., Reversing
the order in which they happened, we shall speak
first of the proposed federation. No one realises
more keenly than Babu Rajendra Prasad himself
that this federation has no place at all for the States’
people. It is to be, if the proposal goes throngh, a
federation between the Indian States® rulers and the
British Indian people. Is it not then necessary that
the Congress should state whether it agrees to
this kind of federation? TUnless it expresaly dissooi-
ates itself from such a federal scheme, the presump-
tion will be that the natiomal organisstion is in
favour of it. The reason for this presumption is tha¢
. Mahatma Gandhi, as the Congress representative,
| has already agreed, in his pact with Lord Irwin; to
- federation aathe basis of the future oonstitution, and
that he did not oppose, but indiractly supported, at
the Round Table Confarence, a scheme of federation
between the British Indian peoplse and the States’
rulers, by raising no objection to nomination by the
Princes in the federal legislature, The Swaraj Paity,
whioh is now known as the Parliamentary wing of
the Congress, has also committed itwelf to follow the
same policy in respect of constitutional reforms that
Mahatma Gandhi outlined in his speeches at the
Round Table Conference, Unless therefore $he

Congrese repudiates this kind of federal union bet- |

ween the democracy in one part and the autooracy
in other parts, one cannot get away from the con-
clusion that the Congress favours it.

Do not say that the Congress, by rejecting the
‘White Paper, also rejects inferentially such a federal
union, For even the White Paper containg some
good proposale. For instance, it recommends direct
election for the British Indian part of the federal
logislatura. The Congress will not reject this recoms-
mendation because it rejects the White Paper and
iimelf propose indireot election when time comes for
it to frame its own. constitution. Bimilarly, if

Mahstma CGandhi and the Congress see nothing
objectionable in a federal legislatura oconsisting, as
to the States’ part of it, of the Princes’ nominees, who
knows that the Congress members of the Assembly,
even in rejecting the White Paper, will not stil}
support princely nomination? Even though the
‘White Paper is rejected, the Congress cannot, merely
by reagon of such rejaction, be presumed to reject
nomination by the Princes. It must do so in express
terms. If it does nof, it will be taken, on account of
its previoua commitments, to be in favour of it. Noy
does the Congress say who will represent the States
in the constituent assembly, which ig to be formed
after the rejeotion of the White Paper. Whenever
such a question is raised, it issaid: “ The time for
snswering it has not yet arrived. We will decide
the matter at the proper: time.” It is obvious that
this is not a fair answer to make to the States’ people,
Tae Congresa thinks it necessary, here and now, ta
give minute defsile of the composition of the British
Indian part of tho constituent assembly like adult
suffrage and so forth, It does not consider it pre-
mature to determine suoh details in regard to British
India, but when it is called upon to speak of the com~
position of the States’ part of the eonstituent assembly
ths Congress thinks it would be premature even fo say
whether this part will eonsist of the States’ rulers or
the States” subjects. There is no doubt whatever in
the mind of the States’ people that the prevari-
sation to which, under Mahatmaji's guidanes, the
Congress resorts on this question is due to the
desire of the Congress authorities to deal with the
Princes over the heads of the States’ paople in settling
the detaile of federation. Babu Rajendra Prasad,
I am convinced, personally does not want to give
a elip to the States’ people, but in the Congress the.
personal desire of minor leaders, even if they happen
to be Presidonts, fo take a decision doss not count
where the Leader himgelf, though physically out of
the Congress, wishes to evade an inconvenient ques-
tion. The States’ people too do not wish unnecessarily
4o incommode Rajendra Babu, but it will not do for
him to take shelter behind the plea that “ocession
has not arigen” to define the Congress policy.
Oceasion hses arisen long since, and the President
eannot put away the States® people en such flimsy
protexte.

Becondly, the conduct of two oivil disobedjence
struggles in British India with the help of people in
the Btates has surely made it necessary now for the
Congress authorities to say whether or not the
Congress will actively participate in the struggle
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going on in the States for the attainment of popular
government, It is no use referring the States'
- people, when this question is raised, to the Caloutta
resolutfon, The Congress no doubt expresses
sympathy enough with their political aspirations,
‘What fs, however, required at present is not verbal
sympathy, but actual support. It is true that the
Caloutta resolution offers both sympathy and support
to the States’ people, but they are bidden to look only
for such support a8 is consistent with the policy of
non-interference, to which they are told the Congress
gtill adheres. Support, when joined to mon-interfer-
ence, reduces itself to empty sympathy, Why does
the Congress appeal to the Btates' people to take
active part in satyagrasha ocampsigns in British
Indis and enjoin upon British Indiansa policy of
abstention from the States’ people’s comnstitutional
agitation in the States? One can understand British
Indians praotising non-interference in the States and
the States' people practising non-interference in
British India, But the Congress is a body neither of
British Indians nor of the States’ people, but of both
together. There can be no non-inferference for it in
either part. It must interfere both in British India
and Indian India.
interfers in the two territories may vary. It may be
able to interfere more in British India than in Indian
Tndia. But to say that it will not interfere at all in
the States while it will interfere every time in
British India, and interfere with the help of the
States’ people too, is to say that while it will receive
help it will give none. Moreover, it must be
remembered that the Congress constitution was of set
purpose altered to allow of interference in the States®
affairs, This amendment was effected in the very
year, 1928, in whioch the resolution was passed to
which Babu Rajendra Prasad refers the 8tates’ people
a8 a final solution of all their problems. Is it open
now even to the Congress President to say that the
Congress cannot Interfere in the States’ affairs? Is

he not acting in & grossly unconstitutional manner |

-in taking up this position, obviously in deference to
Msahatma Gandhi's wishes ?

‘ The request of the States’ paople is very simple.
The Congress should declare, first of all, that non-in-
terference in the internal affairs of the States is of
the past. It has fhe right and also the duty fo inter-
fere on all suitable oceasions as well in Indian
India as in British. Let it decide at its discretion

.when it can in fact interfere usefuily and when it

cannot. But, s 8 consistent snd uniform policy,
non-inferference in Indian India must be given up.
'This is not only the right thing $o'do; it has become
necessary, first, on account of the amendment of the
‘Congress constitution, and, secondly, on account of
i:he pupport the Congress has actually received from

the States’ people in the satyagraha campaigns in

British India. Then it must declare that the only

federation it can favour is a federation, not of the

“British Indian ‘people with the Princes, but of the
British*Indian people with the States’ people. Such a
Tederation.will be possible by agreeing to the mini-

}:nﬁ:ﬁ demands of the States’ ‘people, not otherwise,

It may be that its ability to |

And, finally, it must declare, as the Congress Presi-
dent ( Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru ) declared in 1929,
that, in all constitutional negotiations betwesn Bri.
tish India and the States, the States must be
represented by the people, and not by the Princes,
Applying this prinoiple to the proposal for a oconsti-
tuent assembly now put forward, the Oongress must
declare that this assembly will be composed, in res~
pect of the States, only of the States' people, even as,
in respeot of British India, it will be composed ex-
olugively of the British Indian people. These three
demands are excesdingly modest, and the Oongress
oannof turn them down without violating the prinei-
ples for whioh it stands. But the States' people wiil
not even mind the Congresa refusing these demands,
‘What they cannot put up with is the attempt -which
is being constantly made by prominent Congress-
men to put the States’ question on side lines and to
ignore it altogether. Thisis nobt playing fair| Will
not even Rajendra Babu muster enough courage to
play fair ?. Let the Congress reserve diplomacy for
its dealings with the DBritish Government. Itas
dealings with the States’ people ought to be open and

overboard,
A. V. PATVARDHAN.

SUPERVISION AND LAND MORTGAGE
ANKING IN CO-OPERATION.

IMBE Government of Lord Brabourne deserves to
be congratulated on its decision, recently an-

nounced, to accept the main recommendations
of the Land Mortgage Banks: Committee and to ' give
offect to them as early aas practicable. It ia proposed
not to start the Central Land Mortgage Bank imme-*
diately, but to ask the Provincial Co-operative Bank
to work out the scheme for one year, during which
period efforts will be made to form primary mort-
gage banks in suitable centres in the various paris
of the Province, This arrangement is caiculated to
gave avoidable expense since a central bank, if one
were launched forthwith, will have no work in the
absenoe of the requisite number of primary banks,
whioh are bound to take some fime to materialise,
The Pravincial Bank, already financing and looking
after three primary mortgage banks in Gujarat,
Khandesh and Xarnatak, ean oonveniently ad-
just ftself to the work of expansion and development
during the years of transition. Government having
undertaken to guarantee both the prinocipal and the
interest on the debenturse to be floated by the
Central Land Mortgage Bank, it is to be hoped tbat
the practical work of starting the primary banks in
guitable areas will be taken in hand without sny
delay and that as little time as possible will be lost
over administrative and other technicalities. The
Central and Urban Banks’ Confereuce, which met in
Bombay last month, has made certain very useful
suggestions in respect of the mortgage banks and we
have no doubt they will receive proper consideration
at the hands of Government,

Another very important problem on which the
Banks’ Conferonce has pronounced a very decisive
judgment and which the Government of Bombay
have carefully 6o tackle, relates to the recom-
mendations of the Committes appointed to deal with
the supervision of primary ooc-operative soscieties
The discussion of thise question st the Conference,
which was attended by the Registrar of Co-opers-
tive Sooicties, cannot but have proved an eye-opener
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‘40 that officer in respect of the strength of feeling

* aroused among responsible and experienced coopera-
tors by the departmental attitude towards the re.
-commendations of the Supervision Committes. A
majority of the members of the Conference upheld
the view which has been adopted by a8 minority of
the Supervision Commitice. The Dbelief appears
%o prevail in certain quarters that if support for the
majority recommendations were whipped up in rural
areas, especially with the threst that the alternative
would be the adoption of the Registrar's schema
under which supervision of societies afliliated to
unions would be handed over to deparimental sub-
auditors, financing agencies and experienced and
tried oo-operators ecould be compelled to tow the line,
"The Banks’ Conference hag dealt a rude shock to this
<compiacent dresm of easy victory and effectively
showed up the objeotionable features of the scheme
Of mupervision adumbrated by the Registrar and his
supporters in the committes. The Conference was
too courageous to be cowed down by threats, too
wonscientious to compromise its principles and too
businesslike to accept conclusions not based on
©cogent reasoning and relevant facts and statistios,
The Supervision Committee's scheme is vulnerable
-on two points, In the first place, the finanocial re-
sources for supervision by general agreement having
to be pooled by districts, the scheme insists on the
financing agencies contributing to the district fund
to tbe extent of annas four per esnt. on their out-
standings with societies irrespectively of whether
there is otherwise a deficit or a surplus, On the face
-of it, this is highly objectionable since it meansa
-sengseless piling up of unwanted funds at the cost cf
central banks tc the extent of about Ra, 16,000
& year in the aggregate in districts where
no contribution would be required from firancing
agencies to balance the acooumts of the district
boards or only very small contributions from them
‘would suffice, Ii would only mean & wasteful and
foolish annual gift of & large amount to the Depart-
anent. The Registrar and his supporters could not
meet this devastating objection at the Conference and
4heir gilence was a telling demonstration of the utter
futility of the basic estimates of their,project and a
shattering of the superstructure of their dreams, In
districts where it is nok possible to meet the necess-
ary expenses of the union boards with their ordinary
dncome the deficit can be conveniently met out of the
surplus from the realisations of audit fees without
trenoching upon the Ras. 25,000 which Government
11;1;:9 decided to carry to general revenues. So, that is
-thaf,

The other important point, on which the Confer.
ence was emphatic, had reference to the proposed

xelationship batween the district boards of supervis~ |

ing unions and the Institute organisation. The Con-
ference would not approve of sny scheme of supervi-

sion which did not provide for the establish- |

betwean
the *~ one

connection
its Branches on

ment of an organic
the Institute and

hand and the district supervision boards, on the |
Supervision Com- |

-other., A minority of the
mittee had laid -epecial stress on this point and it
-‘yeceived overwhelming support at the hands of the
“Conference. The Co-operative Provincial Conference
had itaelf, wo years ago, 1aid down that the district
-boards of unions should be constituted as sub-com-
mittees of the Institute Branches, These, after all,
are not departmental bodies and are neither financed
nor managed by officials, Why then not allow them
"to be merged into the non-official co-operative orga-
nisation ? Why attempt $o officialise them ? When
the prineiple is accepted that the predominantly none
-official Institute organisation should on no account
be cut off from and should be deliberately linked to

any new institutions that may be set up within the
ao-operative movement, it is only a. matter of detafl.
to devise an organio link which is to hold together
the Branohes of the Instifute and the district bhoards-
of supervising unions. For instanoce, it may be sug-
gested that the Board of Supervision in each district.
may be composed of the representatives of unions and
of financing sgencies on the managing committee of:
the Branoh of the Institute and one ‘representative of
the Dapartment, the propaganda officer of the Branch:
working asg pecretary to the Board. Corresponding.
to the Central Board of Hducation, we oan have a
Central Board of Suparvision af the Provincisl head«
quarters and the district boards may be linked to it.
What Government have seriously to oonsider here is
whether it will not be a grave mistake on their part
to allow their officers to assumae responsibility for the
management and oontrol of the supervision of
societies which ultimately tends to become the rese
ponsibility of Government itself and thereby to
weaken the popular sense of responsibility,. What
the officers of the Co-operative Department oughi
legitimately to do is to watch and oheck and ocon-
trol from outside and not to participate directly in
the management of the affairs of the unions and their
boards. It is toblink at aotual facts to presume that
the officers will have the time and that they will
prove fit persons to lock after the routine work of
those bodies ; and the wiseat course would seem to be
to leava these matters to the Imnstitute and its
workers, once the funds required by the Boards are
assured and their efficient management is provided
for, This ia the only line of development which is
in keeping with the basic principle anrd the pasé
history of the co-operative movement in this Presi-
denoy, and a departure from it is fraught with grave
| risks to its progress. This is assuredly the opiniom
of leading and experienced co-operators whoss views
ought.to count. The Registrar eannot be unaware
of this faot, and the Banks’ Conference has rubbed it
in. Is if too muoh to expect that when the Depart=
mental proposals on the Supervision Committee’s re-
port come up before them, Government will give dus
consideration to responsible oco-operative publio opi.
nion on the subject befora finally formulating thesir
own decisiona? '
V. & KALE,

" ou Fondon Fetter.

(BY AIR MAIL.) )
{ From Qur Qorrespondent. )
LoNpoN, 2nd November.

THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.

T was not until yesterday that the Joint Seleck
Committes held its last meeting and completed
its Report. Notice had already heen given for

yesterday in both Houses of Parliament that, in view
of the laying of the Report, 8 motion would be made
authorising the simultaneous publication of _the
Report here and in Indis,

Two things had been discovered upon enquiry in
the appropriate quarters, the firat was that the motion
would not be without pracedent, for some years ago
similar action had been taken in the matter .of the
Report of the Joint Selest Committee on East Afriea,
before which Mr, Sastri tendered evidence., The
second was a question of privilege. - It discovered
that, though the Committee were entitled to reocom-
mend simultaneous publication, they could not
authorise it without requesting authority- from

' Parliament itself, and this they accordingly now
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proceeded to do, . With a view to shortening the
pecessary delay, the OChairmen .had enquired
whethor the air msil ecould not be availed of, but
was informed that very little advantage in time was to

be gained whilst the expense would be disproportiona- |

tely large. Acocordingly the motion was moved in
both Houses yesterday, and was sdopted without
digsent. The Report, with its memoranda and an-
nexures, will in all probabilify therefore go out to
India ready for publication by next mail, in order to be
available for distribution to the Pross of both coun-
tries on the 22nd. November, whilst Members of
Parliament will receive it a few hours earlier.

MR. CHURCHILL'S INTERVENTION.

Mr. Churchill intimated that he proposed to
intervene in the discussion, and it was at first thought
that he Intended to divide the House upon the
motion when made by Sir Austen Chamberlain, who,
in his speech, made it clear that he was speaking in
the name of the Joint Seleot Committes unanimously,
whatever other differences amnongst themselves they
may have had. The view held by the Committee
was that it would be unwise in the extreme if prior
publication in extenso oocurred here, and Indian
opinion had to formulate itself by dependence upon
officia]l summarics and more or less garbled or con-
densed telegraphic impressions. He evidently had
in mind the voluminous literature contained in the
commentaries before the bare statoment of tha law,

whether religious or seoular, can be comprehended

either by the professjonals or the laity. Iw all the
circumstances of the case, therefore, speaking on
behalf of the Committes as a whole, Sir Austen held
that the soundest and most reasonable procedures was
by way of simultaneous publication even though
it meant s corresponding further delay before the
contents of the Report were made known.

One would bave thought that that was really all
there was to it, since this view received the support
of the spokesmen for the opposition parties joined
in the recommendation., Mz, Churchill, however,
having already announced his intention to inter-
vene, oould not resist the temptation to say his bit.
But just as, during the debate on the Report of the
Privileges Committes, he was guilty of a series of
unpardonably amateurish fauz pas, leaving a sense
of anti-olimax, 80 on this occasion he cut the ground
from under this feet by asserting that ke did not
wish to oppose the motion on any ground of princi-
ple. His objeotions really boiled down to this;
that it left so little time before the Conservative
Associations could hold their Party gathering to
express their view on the Reporf, in pursuance of
Mr. Bsldwin’s promise to “take counsel™ with his
fellow Conservativess As Mr. Attlee afterwards
pomewhat pungently remarked, Mr. Churchill was
putting party tactics before the business of the na-
"tion, and seemed to be appearing fo assert for the
Tory Party organisation the powers to impose policy

upon the Government which he would have been |
the first to resist were the Trade Union Council tfo |.

attempt to do likewise with ‘a Labour administra-
tion in office.

-Mr, Churchill, however, improved the shining
hour by issuing a string of suspicions and inuen-
does, svidently designed to arouse as much ss pos-
sibls an atmosphere of hostility towards the Report
in anticipation of its publication. He insinuated,
for example, that Ministers such as the Atforney-
(Feneral, who were not members of the Committee,
had seen the Report and were already beginning to
meake speeches in its support. He nlso suggested
that the delay in the publication of the Report had
been deliberately devised before polling day in some
of the Indian Provinees, and wondered what would
. have bean thought if the same practice had been

" ponding motion,
 possess the picturesque arts of Mr, Churchill (I

pursued at the time of the consideration of the Cone
stitution for South Africa and Ireland, It was:
unfair, he said, to the Indian democracy. .

+ THE REFLY,

Sir Reginald Oraddock, whom none would sgse~
peot of undue friendliness to the White Paper-
proposala, had no difficuity in showing that the
unanimous decision of the Joint Seleot Committes in .
favour of simuitaneous publioation had nothing
whataver to do with such extraneous considerations, .
and Sir Samuel Hoare, realising the true temper of

‘the House, whioch Mr. Churchill had so obviously -

misunderstood, roundly dencunced Mr. Churchill as
an enemy of pease and a sewer of disturbance and
discord. Being unable to oppose the motion upon.
any ground of principle, Mr, Churchill had sought
refuge in inuendo, insinuation and suspicion, none
of which was well-grounded. The arrangements
for the holding of the elections in India had been
made by him in consultation with the Viceroy last.
Msy, at & time when it was quite impossible to fore-
cast even approximately the date of completion of
the Committee’s business, and the fixing of the
date of publication had nothing whatever to do with
the date of the elections, Moreover, if any one were
responsible for the delay complained of by Mr,
Churehill, it was no other than Mr. Churchill himself,
whose fatzous activities, resulting in the proceed-
ings of the Committee of Privilege, had lost the-

Committee, Ministers, and the Houss, not to speak

of India, weeks of highly valuable time. It did not
therefore lie in Mr., Churchill’s mouth to condemn:
the Committes indirectly for delay due to technioal
reasons alone. The House was entirely with the
Secretary of States for Indis, and duly appreoiated
hie gibe at the Member for Epping for his use of the-

' phrase * Indian demooracy * which was reminiscent

of an earlier stage in the Iatter’s political carser. In

an aside, atthe ond of the discussion, Mr, Jack

Jones reminded the House that, in the constitutional
sende of the term, there' was as yet nothing like a
democracy in India such as there was in England,
and that the British workers were very willing to
extend the political privileges that they themselves
enjoyed fo their Indian fellow-workers, Observing
the discomfiture of his politioal chief, Sir Henry

' Page-Croft tried to soften the asperities and the ob-
 vious irritation of the House, but without obvious
F puccess, by repeating Mr. Churchill’s arguments In
| & minor

key. As sbove stated, the motion was.
adopted without a division,

In the Lords, Lord Linlithgow moved a corres-
and Lord Lloyd, who does noé

believe that there is no great love lost between the

' two ), played the part en a minor scale of Mr. Chur~

ohill in the Lower House, and with éxactly the-

‘same result.

TEE REPORT AND THE PROGRAMME.,

The now session of Parliament opens on the 20th
November and on the following evening members-
will have the report in their hands, In furm, being
the report of the Committes it will be unsigned
and will bear the appearance of unanimity. As,
nowever, it is likely that the prooeedings will be
summarised, it is expected, that the Repart itself,
which it is said will extend to some two hundred
printed pages, will, with the snnexures, appendices
and memoranda, show marked divisions of opinion
smong the members of the Sslect Committes, I
shall not be surprised, for example, if it is found
that the Labour members bave expressed, if not in
detail, then generaily, strong dissent from some of .

| the main propossla. What exactly will be the

attitude of the Labour Party, when it comes to the-
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final vote in Parlinment, is still a matter of doubt,
and I believe that it is one that has not yet been
seriously oonsidered by tha Parliamentary Party., I
shall, however, be surprised if, in the tast resort, the
~Opposition partiea do not support the Government in
defence of the Bill against the dichard attack.

As to the programme, though the Government
would undoubtedly like to do so, it seems unlikely
that they will be able to present their Bill before tha
New Year, and of course the Bill itself will not neces-
sarily embody every one of the Committes's proposals,
-or exclude matters omitted or not decided upon by
~the Committee. In any case the Tory Party meeting
will probably be held early in December, somewhere
-about Wednesday, the 5th December, and only after
-that will it be possible to arrange the desired debates
-on the Report In both Houges of Parliament, It is
~gxpected that these will be held, and in the House of
Commons at least Iast for three days, before the
~Christmaa recess, This will leave the way clear for
“the introduction of the Bill, but I should doubt very
muoch whether, even at the best, it would secure
"its passage through both Houses, and obtain the
King's assent before next autumn, that is virtually
a year hence. The Morning Post is suggesting that
‘the Government may seek to buy off opposition by
postponing Federation indefinitely and proceeding
-only with Provincial Autonomy. There seems little
-doubt, however, that the Government's intention is
to proceed with the whole Bill, leaving Faderation
0 come info operation when the stipulations, of
which they have already given notice, have been
fulfilled. As to the date of such fulfilment, that
must remain for the present a matter concerning
‘which the material is not available for any one to
aake snything like an accurate forecast, In the
meanwhile the States will undoubtediy - take further
-counsel and advice, which they are unlikely to do
“until the terms of the Report and of the Bill have
been fully considered.

There is one consideration that may possibly
zesult in the expediting of the passage of the Bill. A
General Election is due bstween the summer of 1935
and the summer of 1936, in all probability. What-
-ever disputes may be engendered in the Tory Party
-over the India Bill must be composed as early as
possible before the General Election if the Party is
not o go to the polls with differences unadjusted and
without a solid front against the advances of Labour,
?vhich have besn again indieated by to-day’s results
in London of the muniocipal elections where Labour
‘bas made eonsiderable gains. Moreover, this week
#the National Government leaders of the three parties
reprgsanted therein, have again insisted upon the
-<continued necessity of a National Government and
‘the subordination of party demands to the national
need. Obviously, therefore, the Government cannot,
~with any pretence of consistency, surrender to the
Tor_y right wing. Next year, too, a new atmosphere of
‘national unity will be ereated as the time approaches
for the celebration of the King's Silver Jubiles. All
going well, it should be easier for the Government to
-capitalise this good will in regard to measures such

88 the India Bill that have put & certain strain upon
party and political loyalty. There are, indeed, in the
wmk_eq minds of some politieal opponents, dark
suspicions that the Government then intend to take
advantage of this general good-will to precipitate
next sautumn a General Election. This, however, may
“be merely the dark suspicions of eynical opponents.

BRITISH WOMEN AND INDIA,

Your readers will elready have learnt that, at
the_ next All-India Women's Conference, two distin-
-guished British women will be present. Mra. Cozbett

-Ashby and Dr. Maud Royden have accepted an:

invitation to attend as“ honoured guests * and they
will presently be leaving for India by air to Karachi
in order to be present at.the Conferencs. It had
been hoped that Mrs. D. Lankester and Mrs, E
Pethick-Lawrance could also have gone ou, but
other engagements have prevented them from doing .
80, Both the ladies who have accepted the invita-

tion have a very wide and honourable reputation, .
Dr. Royden, in patticular as a religious leader, espe-

oially in the peace movement, and Mrs, Corbett

Ashby through her work in international spheres,

on the Disarmament Conference, the International

Allianee of Women for Suffrags and Equal Citi-.
zenship, and the British Commonwealth League. The

wide outlook of these two Britishers and their gene~

rous humanism should make them in truth honour-

red and welcomed guests whorever they go in India,

They are visiting the country, Dr. Royden for the

second fime, to receive a3 much as they can give in

the way of encouragement, help and support. The"
visit is intended to establish a closer collaboration

between the women of the East and West for huma-

nity, and a demonstration from the women of

England of their admiration for the women’s

movement in India. Thare never was a greater

nead for closer mutual understanding between the

two nations, and I ean think of no persons bettar

qualified by experience and by sentiment than these
to establish, at least in parb, these friendlier and

more intimate relations. They are in every respact

representative of the best that this ecountry has to
give in publie 1ife and effort, and I am sure that they

will receive a hearty and spontaneous weleome during
their stay in India,

MABATMA GANDHI'S DECISION.

It seems fairly safe to deduce from the many
messages received here during the last week that
the Mahatma has in faot left the Congress, both as
leader and as member, though the otherwise excel-
lent dispatches from the T¥mes’ Special Correspondent
do not bring this out quite clearly. I suppose that
the reason is that, thera as here, there isa general
disposition to assume, in the ocircumstances that
have oscurred, that though not ¢» the Congress he
yot remains of it. Seeing that Congress accspted
most of his demands, it is a little difficult to under-
stand why he should have thought fit nevertheless
to shake the dust of the Congress camp from hig feat,
It is to be supposed that,.having had a vision of the
larger freedom, his political soul could not rest
until he had realised it. Having regained his liberty
of action he can now devote himself to the move-
ment in which he is primarily interested, and in
this he will have the hearty support and sympathy
of a large number of friends who couid not follow
him in his narrower activities. It looks very much
as though the News-Chronicle ia right in saying * he
was at least a leader ; and ons of the greatest that
the world has ever seen. It is not only diffioult
to point to a real °successor’ to Gandhi; ir is
almost impossible even to imagine one.” There can,
of course, never be a puccessor in the true sense of the
term to & unique personality ; and, as other news.
papers have pointed out, the Mahatma has indicated
the possibility that he may onoe again resume his
leadership of the Congress in name as well as in fact,
and thereby solve the problem of its sucession.

Or INTEREST TO INDIA.

Preceding the motion regarding the simulta-
neous publication of the Select Committee's Report,
a discussion arose yesterday im the Lords on a mo-
tion of Lord Strickland, in which he sought to draw
an analogy between Malia and India. If the safe-
guards had failed in Malta, he urged, what guarantee
wag there that they would not fail in India? Lord
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Plymouth’s reply waa that there was no analogy
at all between the two ‘parts of the Empire, and
that, in fact, the safeguards had not failed, but that
on the contrary they bad been put into effect by the
Bugpension of the Constitution and the Governor's
resuming gole ‘responsibility for the administration.
It would be as well for India to bear this matter
in mind, in view of possible eventuslities.

Lancashire again loomas large in relation to
Indian matters. This week the Bishop of Manches-
ter, Dr. Guy Warman, urged Liancashire people and
British citizens generally to raise the question of
India and its welfare above politics and above indus-
trinl advantage. It was a vory nobls appeal.

Yesterday Mr. Walter Runciman gave an assu-
rance to 8 Lancashire cotton industry deputation
who expressed their disappointment at the absence,
go far, of any trade agreement between the Indian
and United Kingdom QGovernments to benefit Lan-
oashire interests, that he would ask the Secretary of
State for India to make an early communication to

the Government of India. The industry’s represen- |

tations would be fully kept in mind and every
endeavour would be made to conclude pegotiations
for a trade agreement as quickly as possible. Among
others present was Mr. R. A. Butler, Under Secre
tary for India.

The delegation wanted in the agreement a provi-
sion to the effect that the Import Duties on United
Kingdom cotton and artificial silk goods entering
India shall be fixed from time to time at levels which
shell be lower than those applicable to the same
goods originating in foreign countries, and compati-
ble, first, with the unavoidable revenue requirements
of Indis, and, secondly, with the principle that United
Kingdom producers of cotton and artificisl silk
geods shall bave full opportunity of reasonable
competition with domestic producers, To this end it
would be neecssary to provide machinery under
which the United Kingdom Government could raise
with the Government of India the question of re-
examining the levels of duty whenever they were
able to show that these levels were unduly bigh,
]iaving regard to the agreed consideration affecting
them.

Dr. C. L. Katial, the well-known Indian medical
practitioner, is to be heartily congratulated upon the
result of his first adventure in oivie politics. He stood
for election ag a Labour candidate in the St. John's

‘Ward, of the Borough of Finsbury, at the Borough '

elections that took place yesterday. All five Labour
candidates were returned, with Dr. Katial at the
herd of the poli, in the Ward,
a result, there is quite & probability that he will

in due course be elected an Alderman of the Borough. |
His popularity in s working olass neighbourhood is |
beyond dispute, and here, at any rate, there is no |

question of colour prejudice. Dr. Katial's friends
lagk forward to =an interesting municipal oareer
for-him.

S —— —

%, eview o

INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEM.
THE NEW INDIAN CONSTITUTION. By A,

KRISHNASWAML (Williams & Norgate.) 1933. |

24em, 230p. 10/6.
FEDERAL INDIA. By NARESH CHANDRA ROY.

( The Book Co., Caleutta.) 1934. 18cm. 87p. -

Re.- 1-8-0. L
TeE two books under review festify tothe irtersst
that hee been aroused by the proposals for the now

I understand that, as |.

Indian oconstitution embodied in the White Paper,
which, if one is to believe the presa reports, are in the
process of being whittled down stil]l further at the
bands of the Select Committee,

The White Paper proposals have so far found
very few friends either in England or in Indis, either
in British India or in the Indian States. They bave
been condemned, root and branch, by both the Indian
National Congress and the Indian Liberal Federation
and even those Princes who were at one tims very
enthusiastic about “an all-India Federation” have
become very halting and hesitating in their attitude,
The Muslim communsai organisations also condemn
the qonatitutional scheme although they generally
approve of the “communal award” contaived in the
White Paper. On the other hand, the Sikh and
Hindu organisations condemn the * commuanl
award" more vehemently than the schema of consti-
tutional reforma. In England, the Conservative
Party has been rent into two almost equal secticns.
on the questioni of Indian polltical reforms and the
Churchillian group is attacking the White Paper
proposals furiously and mercilessly. The whole
situation has been acourately and picturesquely
summed up by “Diogenes” in the new Indian mon-
thly, The Twentieth Century—whose identity is nnt
diffioult to establish from the editor’'s deseription—
“an acknowledged authority on the subject of States
and Federation and one of our ablest and most ex-
perienced statesmen” with the person, who, sccording -
to Mr. A, Krishnaswamy, played s decisive part in
the evolution of this idea” of an a]l-India Federation
“whose suave manners, great knowiedge of constitu-
tions, persuasive advocacy, and rich culture won the
admiration of all who worked with him at the thres
Conferences.” The passage, which wili be long
remembered for its biting eatire ss well as for its
keen insight, runs as follows +—

“But what if the States do not enter? Yet this perhaps
_is inconceivable, if the National Government survive the
Churohillian onslaught, But will the new India Act,
though still unborn, by declared Intention already under-
the croasfire of the friends of the Empire in England and.
the lovers of Indis in India, wsurvive the murderous
barrage ? If not, what wounld be the prospeots of the
restoration of the stafus quo-anfet BSo snblime is India’s.
oapaocity for accommedation and so pretty her pliability
that no such question oan arive. Federation will oome
and the oritics of the present scheme will work it, justify-
ing their entty by indireot election into the two houses of
legislature, probably much smaller than contemplated.
on the grouud that thus alone they c¢an adopt ‘blockiee
taotics’ which must bring our irresponsive mesters to.
their senses or to their knees.” : .

IIL.
“Phe New Indian Constitution’’ is ably written

- and it discusses fairly comprehensively all aspects

of the constitution. It snalyses the different parts of
the constitution carefully and clearly and brings to
bear s fairly complete knowledge of the theory and
practice of governments in other contries to their
discussion. The suthor’s views and criticisms are
gonerally restrained, couched in moderate Ianguage,
and are alwaysto the point. They are, .with fwo.
important exoeptions, also generally sounq and
sccurate. These exceptions relate to the creation of
“an All-India Federation” and the formation of what
Mr. Krishnaswamy oslls “a social federation” in
which the interests of all minorities in India are
harmonised. The treatment of these two questions.

1 guffers from the desire to play the part of a atatesman

rather than a student of political affaire and soienoce.
As s matter of fact the whole book generally, but
more partioularly its first fifty pages or so, sufiers
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from the attitude of superior practioal wisdom
assumed by the young author, the Iavish praise—not
nocessarily undeserved—showered upon  some
members of the three Round Table Confersnces, apd.
what appesrs to be the studied neglect of the Indian
by the national standpoint, especially as represented
Congress and voiced by Congress leaders. Moreover,
gentences like—"My only apology lies in the fact that
2he Indian paint of view with regard to the new con-
gtitution has not so far been made available to _tha
British publio through any authoriative publication.
In the following pages the problem has been
examined from tbe point of view of one who desires
to emphasize agreements and lo promole a redpproache-
ment between the two great coundries” ( italics are mine )
—in the Preface are also likely to create prejudice in
the minds of Indian readers.

T have made a pointed reference to this defect as
I am anxious that the bock should reach the hands of
Indian students. In my opinion, it deserves to be
read widely. It is the best book so far written on
the new Indian Constitution. .

IIL

The chapter on the *Minorities and a Social
Federation” is perhaps the weakest in the whole
book., Itabounds in general atatements and con-
$ains remarks which show that the author is not in
touch with the unfortunate realities of - the situation.
He appears to be carried away by ceriain sentiments
and phrases, This will be clear from the following

qquutations .—

“"The principle of religious toleration has bsen firmly
implanted in Indian public life, and, notwithstanding
accounta, often exaggerated, of acute religious differences

in the revent past, those who are most intimate with |

Indian conditions feel that they are not the worst passing
phases of a political ferment and not chronic problems for
the foture.

“But the labours of the well-intentioned many were not
altogether futile. Their suzgestions had unltimately:to be
incorporated in a decision by the Government which
fixed the number of seats in the varions Legisiatures and
the method of elaction for the different communities of

India... They embody in essenoe the sunggestions of [

ressonably minded sections of the community, and the
approval which has been accorded to this award is, there-
fore, not a0 muoch 8 measure of the wisdom of the Govern-
ment's decision ag a testimony of the support whick thae
nation has extended to the sngyestions of the more far-
seeing of their countrymen.
“The Indian golution may acd has been severely oriti-

cizsed as illogical, but its justification lies in its revogni-
tion of the human element. Demooracy reposes on the
triple foundation of liberty, equality and fraternity ...,
India, thirsting for s new freedom, might easily have
focussed its attention on the grant of liberty and missed
the equally important prineiples of equality and fratornity.
This danger has been avoided, and the solution of the
commaunal problem marks a recognition of the value of all
these principles in the building up of 2 demooratio atate,
_ “One can reasonably hope that the subjective ties of
nationslism will be strengthened and a sooial federation—
the complement of a politioal federation will be
gradually evolved. What the structure and fine
notes of the sovial federation will be, it i too early and
fmponsible to predist. Suffloe it to point out, In the words
of Dante :—

*Of diverse voices 18 sweet musio made ;

Bo in our life the diferent degrees

Render sweet harmony among these wheels,”

Iv

The same airy optimism and aneritical support
of the All-India Federation is the cl:mrackeris!:icp of

the First Chapter hesded “India—A Federation.'t
It contains observations of the type that are so oftun
made by ministers of Indian States to justify the
unreagonable, selfish and peoulisar demands of the
Indian iPrinces which are responsible for * the
whimsioalities ® and “the illogioalities” of the
new constitution. To this Mr Roy’s brochure,
* Federal India **, supplies a neoessary corrective,

Mr. Roy's small book of 87 pages is of the na-
ture of a useful political pamphlet, If is popularly
snd ably written. It gives useful information re
garding the naturs of Federations and shows olearly
that the proposed All-India Federation is not the
usual typs of Federation existing in other parts of
the world, but something in the nature of a Confede-
ration. Mr, Roy also draws up the balance shest
of the gains and losses of both British India and the
Indian States and comes to the conclusion *that
szch a union will demand too much of sacrifice
from British India and in return will not vouchsafe
to it any real advantage.”

Mr. Roy’s itreatment is neither comprehonsive
nor complete. There are aspects of the federal
soheme which he does not examine. But on the
nature of the proposed federation, its advantages and
disadvantages to British India and the Iadian States,
it is fairly good, 1t is a timely and wseful booklet
for the general reader. '

GURMUEH N. SINGH.

PROF. RADHAKRISHNAN’S PHILOSOPHY.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF RADHAKRISHNAN.
By C. E. M, JoaAD. (Allen & Unwin,) 1933,
20cm. 269p. 7/6. :

THE question* What is wrong with Western Civilisa-

tion?’ is attracting ever increasing attention of

thinking minds in the West. Joad's interest in the
| philosophy of Radhakrishnan mainly lies in the
| answer which it provides to this question. The achieve-

moents of the Weet in science and technique are
marvellous, but in the truly cultural aspects Europe
| betrays symptoms of spiritual bankruptcy. Wes-
tern literature is realistic but uninspiring ; Western
morals are shocking. Science is neutral as regards
the problems of life. Western ethics does not supply
any definite code or creed, Waestern civilisation
shows & deplorable lack of a sense of value as Joad
makes out in the Prologue. Eastern civilisation has’
a tradition of five thousand years and has evinced a
remarkable toughness in counteracting external
attacks., But Eartern tradition lacks vitality. Now
the solution which Radhakrishnan suggets to the
problem of bringing Fast and West nearer together-
is that the West should learn from the East to recog-
nise spiritual values, Renaissance of value and of a
sense of value—this is Radhakrishnan's message to
the West as Joad interprets it (p. 245), The West has
now recognised the superiority of mind over life and’
matter, but not yeat the superiority of spirit over
mind, life and body (Kalki, p. 47).

Radhakrishnan ss the ‘liaison officer ' between
East and Weet, s philosophical bilinguist, thinks
Eastern tradition and culturs, rightly interpreted, may
heal the spiritual silments of the West, while at the
same time he realisés the dire need of resuscitating
and revitalising the present paralytic condition of
the Eastern mind and culture, Rationalisation and

seientific oriticism tend to deprive religion of itas

objective validity and to regard religion as a mere
projection of human wishes, Radhakrishnan pro-
tests against this tondency and asserts that religion
. is not & mere wish-fulfiiment but a statement of

objective faot. Ha is. an idealist, though not a sub-
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jootive idealist. He is moreover an intuitionist,
Intuition givea direct and immediate knowledge, is
its own suthority, enters into its object and beocomes
one with it. Intuition ‘jumps’ suddenly, so to say,
and reveals the very heart of the objact. Radha-
krishnan believes that the universe is spiritual unity.
The world is an sctualisation of one of the many
possibilities into which the Absolute might have, but
aa a matter of fact has not, realised itself. The world
is not a mere appearance but areality. God is a
“gymbol in which the religion recognises the Abso-
Jute”, God is “the Absolute from the human end”
(Idenlist View of Life, p. 344). Radbsakrishnan
makes allowance for change, evolution, progress and
advocates the dootrine of a developing God, who is
organic with the world, At the end of the process of
evolution: the changing elaments will be reabsorbed
into the primal unity—man into God and God into
the Absolute. Radhakrishnan takes an intellectua-
listic view of ethios, inasmuch as he thinks that
moral intuition is a form of knowledge. He holds:
that man is free and finds that the doctrine of Karma
does not deny the essential freedom of man. Radha-
krishnan justifies & belief in the doetrine of Rebirth
on the ground that nature bears witness to a process
of inoessant renewal and continuity, and an indivi-
dual’s mission in life, viz. the perfection of persona-
lity cannot be fulfilled in a life-time, and the pheno-
mena of infant prodigies in musio and mathematiocs
are inexplicable excopt on such a hypothesis. He is
deeply convinoed that our salvation is not individusal
salvation but social salvation. According to Radha-
krishnan, the present world-crisis can be avoided only
by a new world outlook born in religion., He thinks
that religivn has to perform a politioal function by
trying to bring about a spiritual unity to maich
the material unity whioch science has given the
world. Radhakrishnan sees in religious idealism
a“most hopefui political instrument™ for world peace,
But this spiritual unity must be a rich harmony and
not a colourless uniformity.

~ In an Epilogue, characterising the symptoms
of the disease the West is suffering from, as the
money-and-machine-mania, Joad complains that
an average westerner does not know how to use his
leisure to the good of his soul, and spends it on the
Riviera in worsbipping the God of a * good time, *

The West, therefore, muat supplement its worldly |-

wisdom and solentific technique by the religious
geal and spiritusl ingight of the East. This, accord-
ing to Joad, is “the most notable of the bridges” that

Radhakrishnan has gought to “ byild between East

and West. "

It will be recalled that Vivekananda and Tagore
have in their own way tackled this very problem.
But whereas Vivekananda's treatment and solution
of the problem was exclusively religious, and that of
Tagore poetical in spirit, Radhakrishnan may be
said to have dealt with this problem of the union of
East and West in a truly philosophical spirit.
Joad’s exposition of Radhakrishnan’s philosophy is
lucid, though sometimes rather sketchy and
unsystematic. The book makes & highly interesting
reading and constitutes a powerful corrective to the
arrogant oynicism of the view that **the East is
East and the West is West and never the twin shall
meet, "

D. G. LONDHE,

SHORT NOTICES.

THE PEOPLING OF AUSTRALIA, By Various-
Authors. ( Pacific Relations ~Serics, No. 4. )
{Melbourne U niversity Press.] 1933. 20cm..
827p. 6/6.

THIS is an interesting book and is supplomentary to s

volume on the same subject published in 1928. The

research in regard to the population problem of

Australis, of which this book is the result, is oarried

on under the auspioces of the Viotorian branch of the-

Institute of Pacific Relations. The list of the authors

which includes such well-known names ms Prof.

Bailey, Prof, Coupland, Messrs, Egglestone, Kenyon;. .

J. B. Bridgen, G. Taylor and others is s guarantee-

that the various problems that have been deslt with

by them were studied thoroughly and in a scientifio
spirit.

The book is published in three sections in the
first of which are desoribed certain human faotors
which have to be takén into account in considering
the rate at which and ths conditions under which
new-comers into Australia are abgorbed. The main
cause for emigration Is given out to be an economis
rather than a politioal one, It is also shown that
the real idea behind the White Australia policy is the
fear tbhat any further immigration will lead to &
deterioration in the etandards of living of the existing
population,

The second section deals with the environmental
factors which are of primary importanoce in relation:
to the growth of population.” The result of the sur-
vey, as stated in the introductory chapter by Mr.
Philips, 8 member of the Editorial Committee, is that
“in the immediate future the opportunities for popu-
lation absorption are so very limited that they ocease
to ba a matter of substantial political consideration.'”

The third and last section contains chapters on
the practioal methods of dealing with the problem of
adjustment of the population problem, The necessity
for a péa.nnad egoonomy for Australia is discusased and
rejected.

The Editorial Committee deserve to be congra-
tulated on its getting together & galaxy of authors to-
contribute to the volume.

C, V. HANUMANTHA RAO.

THE WORLD COURT, 1921-—1931. By MANLEY
O. HuDSON, {World Pesce Foundation, Boston.)

1934, 20cm. 302p. $2.50.

THE usefulness of this hand-book of the Permanent
Court of International Justice is sufficiently attested
the fact that it has now run to four editions.
The third edition which was published in 1931 was
reviewed in these columne at the time. The present
edition has brought the book up to date and includes
the judgments and orders of the Court to the end of
1933. It oontaips also a summary of instruments
relating to the Court during the last three years.

‘Begides being Profeasor of International Law in
the Harvard Law School, Mr. Hudeon is & member
of the Permanent Court of Arbritration. The Perma-
nent Court of International Justice is pow firmly
established and the claim I8 well justified that its
decisions msake s significant contribution to the-
development of internationat law.

P.88,

Printed and published by Mr. Anant Vinayak Patvardhan at the Aryabhushan Press, House No. 936/3 Bhamburda Peth
Poona City, and edited at the “Servant of India™ Office, Servanta of India Bociety's Home, Bhamburda,
Poona City, by Mr. 8, G, Vase.



