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Report of Joint Select Committee,

. THE work of the Joint Select Commitice hag
aftor all come to an end and in another fortnight we
shall know to what extent it has whittled down the
‘White Paper, there being no question of its having
fmproved it. The simultaneous publication of its
report in England and India has, as everybody
knows, been authorised by Parlinment, November
22nd being fixed for the purpose. The doubt may cross
some men’s minds as to wby such express authorisa-
tion by Parliament was found necessary in the pre-
sent case when the Simon report and the White
Paper itself simultaneonsly saw the light of day in
the two countries without Parlismenti’s express sane-
tion for the course. But as explained by Sir Austen
Chamberlain, the cases are not identical. The Select
Committee’s report is submitted to Parliament, which
was not the case with the other two doouments, and
a8 such it would be a breach of parliamentary privi-
lege to send its copies out of the country before it
woe formally placed on the table of Parliament. In
this oase simultancous publicstion, on which the
Government had set their heart, would be impoesible
and there was nothing for it but o ask for the Bri-
tish sovereign legislature’s sanction for copies of the
Committee’s report leaving English shores before
the date fixed for its publication thers so as to ensure
the publication of the full reporf in India on the
appointed date.

» %

*
\

IT is imposeible for Indian opinion to pretend
not to be interested in the report. It has no doubt
besn prepared by what appear to be well-informed
press reporta for important deductions even in. such
an inadequate measure of self-government as was

embodied in the White Paper ; but when this report
is published, it oan satisfy itself whether it alters
the White Paper beyond recognition, as was racently
hinted by the British Chanocellor of the Exchequer
or whether it is left unmodified in substance. Accord-
ing to press forecasts, important concessions to
Conservative die-hard opinion are reported to have
been made with a view to ensuring a safe passage
for the Indian reform bill in Parliament. Thus it is
safe to assume that the India Act as it will emerge
from the hands of Parliament will not mark any
important departure from the recommendstions of the
Committes, Indian opinion will therefors be on
reasonably firm ground in making up its mind
about the acceptance or mnon-acceptance of the

proffered reforms on the basis of the Joint Select -

Committee’s report,
* » » -

AOCORDING to the original reforms time-tabie, the
India Biil, whioh is said to be already ready and to
run ioto as many as 400 elauses, was to be introdue-
od in Parliament before Christmas. As things stand
at present, however, this will apparently not be

. found feasible, with the result that the introduction of

the measure must stand over till after Christmas,
The delay seems to be necessitated by Mr. Baldwin's
promise to find out the mind of the Conservative
Party on the Select Committee’s report and a debate
in Parliament bofore the introduction of the Indim
Bill. All this, it may be hoped, will not be allowed
to upset the Government's plan to see that the “auto-
nomous” Governments in the provinoes are in work-
ing order early in 1936.
* » L]

‘“ Forward Programme Sabotaged.”

UNDER the above heading s friendly ecritic of
the Congress reviews the proceedings of the Iast
session in the Bombay Chronicle. He charges the
Congress authorities with shelving every important
issue and conecludes his article thus :—

I ask whather the ravision of the constitution of the
Congress was more fundamental thean the congolidation of
the mase energy released in the prooess of the struggle.

Whether the rehabilitation of the dead and dying
village industries-—a scheme more suitable to the utopian
period than to & soientific age—was mors important than
the organisation of the masses of workers and peasants
on & conscicus and planned politioo-sconomic basis.

Whether the problem of the Indian Btates and their
people is of so little importance that it could be relegated
to the background. '

‘What ia it that the Congress has done after a week's
deliberations? ’

It has done everything except faoing facts. It will be
said that the leaders met, discussed, deliberated and left
the couniry in the jungle, from which it looked forward to
got out. VERILY THE MAHATMA HAS WON ; THE OOUNTRY
HAB LOST,
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Congress and States.

. The Indian Erpress, in its issue of 29tk October,
has written s follows on Mahatma Gandbi’s drafé
resolution on the above subjact :—

The relation of the C%rgl’ the {pdlﬁ Sta?g;l has
baen & matter of poms ernaon aqu sinde the jpubli~
eation of Gnndhﬁtﬁt M ﬁ E; am.&u-
fora glad thatt tEd ﬁer nb-
Committes including some ropruentauval from the
Btates. Gandhiji has lefs a draft formula to be considered
by m Agoording to it, thg Con a2 will

dé 91'%%2 tlz&;ft?ﬁg f Uni)iln ﬁﬁaﬁl fé‘ﬂd{ad GJ;E ternal
admlnlaiminLnLtthtml_ﬂh_la regardLg the

India nearly six months ago. Lest an unrestrioted
flow of such labour might dapress the labour market,
care was taken fo fix the maximum of labourers to ba
taken to Malaya during the first yenr at 20,000, A
featurs of the new emigration arrangements was the
‘almost complete elimination of the recruiter. The
new gcheme also included a promiss by the Malayan
Government to repatriate Indian lsbourers and their

of en unfortunate recurrence of wide-spread unems-
ployment due to economio depression,
* * *»
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credsay. (i of; raduates, bf producks of ouy uaiversities,
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Oouncil of the Colony, howaever, there appears to be
resgson to apprehend such a calamity at any rate
the near future. As a matter of fsol.:. wagos for
[Tndian labour saem to be steadily rising and it will
not‘:a long before an Indian Iabourer is able to earn
the standard rates of wages, provided he shows the
Y necsbary zeal for work. To begin with, most estates
3ermobhgad to offer 35 cents to men and 28 cants to

open for morning work with & promise to provide
terncon work sufficient to enable the iabourer to

189 f
{ Waka good the deficiency between the wages earned

Bidrning work and the standard wage, For unless
Itheysdagresd: to doso, they found themselves unable
’t egure their quota of Indian labour which they
L‘dly needed. The arrangement-seems fo have
worked well on the whole. And at the end of June
1askcthe.statement assures us, & large number of the
tates applying for their share of Indian labour
erdPprepared to.offer 40 cents for morning work to
hich was approximately equal to the standard
rt:ezg??r ormerly p prevlulmg
* *

BUT thius‘!fbt th1l. If the price of rubber conti-

ues to show uninterrupted improvement, the general
nase imiomin the Colony is that its benefit
%ust in the first jmstance go the estate staffs and
1 13 ols é;ratifying to note from the
' i%gra generally inolined to be
woltare of Indian labour by the
uil g and eduocational facilities.
§ } 31' atién ie no doubt reassuring,
% ‘f’&rward with keen interest
o Controller of Labour
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dependents asking to be sent back to India, in case

-9 al f&ﬂ‘ﬂ ‘?Pﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂ, sooording tothe
S'égBB Faebtto 193,238 at the end
%i?hﬁ ‘%}s :fi?y"&l 000 and Euro-
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‘lative council consists of a membership of 25, 13 of
"whom are officials, 6 elected Europaans. 3 nominatod '

" patives and 3 elected Indians.
X 2 *

ORE of the thres seats hlIottad‘ to 'the Indian
“eemmunity has remained vacant, no nominations
having heen received for it. This is deplorable and
“must be stopped anybow. If even'the very meagre

representation allowed to our brethren. is nof fully

. availed of, it is easy to see that the commumty
places 1tselt‘ st a serious disadvantage in making its
voice heard in the councils of the colony. We- would

" earnestly urge our countrymen settled in the Colony
not only to sce that all the seats reserved for Indians
in the legislative council are oocupied but to

- agitate fur a much larger representation. Whether
their requeat for more adequate representation ia

*  iThe Princely Bloc,

'that'nﬁa.y--‘still remain without- But in the first place
- such -artificial weightage will not be agreed. to: by
“British India, and, in the secomnd place, it will.not

*HE rulers of Indian States are commitied to

e foderation under ‘effective safeguards- as the
‘British Government is cbmmitted to central
tesponsibility under proper safeguards. - The British
Government bas outlined the 'safeguards under
which it will consent to introduce Tesponsibla gov-
etnment in the Government of India. What are
the safeguards desiderated *by the Indian Princes,
subject to which they will enter into an all-India
foderation? The late Jamsaheb of Nawansgar as
Chancellor of the Prinoes’' Chamber engaged certain
distinguished ocuinsel in London to inform him of the
conditions on which the Statea might agree to join
the federation, and the memoranda submitted by
these lawyers have now been' published in summary
form. Counsel were not asked to pronounce on
federation itself ; they were asked to take it for
granted that federation is a good solution of India's
constitutional problems provided it could be adapted
to the existirg ciroumstances in India. They were
asked mersly to point out the adjustments that are in
their opinion necessary in order that the inferests of
the States may be duly pratected and the States may
' not be called upon to make too many sacrifices.
8till they goout -of their way to: bless federabion;

' they call it * a great and noble venture for the good"

of India and the British Commonwealth.” They
would advise the Pzrinces to embark on it if at all
they can in reason do so. ¢
tion must not be too onerous for them, How the
burden of the terms proposed at present can ba
- lightened they then procead to set out.

Counsel are disgatisfied with the number of -

adhering States required in the White Paper for
the “initiation of federation, viz. 50 per cent.” This

proportion may pe sufficient from the point of view -

of the British Government. The latter may fecl that
half the States joining the federation will intro-
duce enough conservative elements into the coh-
stibution to stabilise it to tbe required degree. Buf
this proportion, the legal advisers of the late Jamssheb

oontend, is utterly inadequate from .the States’

point of view. The Secretary of State no  doubt
contemplates a certain woightage to be allowed fo the

States that are in the federation on aécourt of those'

“for all that, and that there are so many

But the terma of federa-

-dissolved without a.n%

granted or refused, the leash theiieak! ﬂel‘ibiﬁhdmid
Indian interests is to return thosﬁulhui;mthnbﬁlmlian
members and to see that it is of fhn -beat qygygble

. quality. no(gm Jnory adi™

el no h'mboi iady
Qur cuuomty as to the numbe %1: g;ld-
ren at school must remain unsa.tla ,J or du-
cational statistios in the Fiji Blue Boﬁ ju%i’
do not give separate figures relatingp;tg [ﬂyopean.
:nativa and Indian education, the to H of
" ohildren in receipt of instruction bein 'f N? all
schools, Government, aided and oth®¥’# ﬂ;
suggest that the educational tables shouldiisp t!@ ar-
ranged as to make it easy for anybody tos ssbexdain
the spread of education in these three impoptentepm-~
munities in the colony ? dmado

29791
1 goi
101}
Bt

* *

afford adequate protection. 'Furthermore;the fedorat-
ing States have a duty to perform  towards the
non-federating States, for the 1atter too, though
nominally free to follow their own policy, will in
praotioe - be required to follow the federal polioy.
“The -thumbsorew of political pressure :will: be
tightened on non-federating thumbs.” Counsel’s
advioe therefore ia that federation should coms.into
effect if, initially, 80 to 85 per cent. of the States join
it, but unless, within, five years after the inception

- of federation, 90 to 95 per cent., have signified their
- conselit fo come in, the federation should beeome null

and void, or at least the federating States should be at

| liberty to leave the federation.

* The legal advisers recognise that federation will
enure to,the good of the States as of British Ifdia
under remsonable conditions and they hope titht it
will in fact turn out well for everybody condthed,
but they cannot allow themselves to lose sight'¥F the.

“fact that, after all, it is a big experiment, afi xperis

ment quite worthwhile it. is true, but an e_:?ﬁé‘ﬁﬂmn&
Hidel9fen~
tures in it that it may well prove that th&iioanﬁdipa—
tions are not justified. The type of fed’ﬂ-#ﬁd
posed to be broughl: into existencs, oourﬂsgl O;Yn out,
is wholly unique, “combining in one co sJ:_15 d the
two antithetic political systems of To n an Eﬂ ,%shlp
and western democracy.” Who ca u antee the
success of such an unheard-of cous tl 0 J'ﬁf‘gem-
fore, it is necessary, in their opm} :@_}:1? Quld
move tentatively in the matter ﬂl a@a g; %% the
orthodex ides that a federation, laTtwa 259 Jnto
being, cannot on any aocount {)& a% gy g?soo

old rule can be applied in no i weo
are ex hypothesi dealing WIthﬂgﬁa%ﬂgﬁ in
several respects, and therefore BHeW) Bqﬂpargyfyblgust
be made in that if the fed%%ﬁ}ﬂ!‘g 48, bga qtp&luf)gneri-
ence found tfo be Bngatigfaciary, iko shgﬂlﬂ be

Ssther, wda, iy pgdion

of the lawyers is P‘Iﬁfé’sm“ﬂa ba it nak; ibion
to their former su%EesEFn Jthat if an a.ll in aderation

is not” found pfhc idable WitRif Hve'! years after the
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_atart, it should either be terminated wholesale or at
least individual secession should be allowed from it
But if, after five years” or a longer period of #rial,
“the great majority of the foderated States sonclude
that federation is working badly, or is a failure so
far ag it affects the States, they should then be free
to bring it to an end altogether.”

All this in so far as the starting and the possi.
ble ending of the federation ara comcerned. But
what about its working while it lasts? What are
the minimum requirements in the interests of the
States to make it beneficial to them ? Counsel men-
tion, first of all, the " establishment of & sacond
chamber, “An upper chamber composed wholly of
representatives of federating units would be a rally-
ing point for the conservative forces in the constitu-
tion, and thus might achieve more for stabilisation
than oould bs accomplished if tha conservative
elements were obliged to sit side by side with the
democratic elements in a single chamber” This,
however, is a point which :both British India and the
British Government have conceded, and it need not
be elaborated at any greater length. But there is one
further safeguard which counsel insist upon with the
utmost emphasis, and thatis, in one word, that the
-Btates should act in the federation as onebloc. They
recall that & committee of States' Ministers recom-
mended in Delhi in Maroh, 1932, that * the policy of
the States should be to enter federation as a collec-
tive unit, though any State should be permitted to
enter individually if it wished to doso. Forthe
purposes of this policy it was suggested that there
should ba a preliminary confederation of the States.”
Counsgel endorse this suggestion in the most emphatic
way imaginable and say that the States ought to
stipulate that they should be allowad to act asa
single group in the federation in order that they may
pull their full weight in it. The States’ representa-
tives in the federal legislature should act as a body,
‘not only in all matters concerning the States’
common interests, but even in all other matters also
where the interests of a particular State are gravely

prejudiced. “Where any legislative measure proposed
by, or executive act of, the federal government
"threatens to Injure any particular State, all the
Btates' representatives should make common caues to
protect the State so threatened.” If a confederation
of the States is first formed, and that confederation
enters into a federation with British India, it will
not only enable the States to enforce strict diseipline
on their representatives after they are appointed to
the federal legislature, but it will make it possible
for the States to make the appointments themselves
collectively., The Princes meed not - take it upon
their shoulders the responsibility of appointingtheir
nominees. That task may well be left to the confe-
deration itself. The lawyers at any rate tonder the |
advice that the oonfederation should be uged
fequally as machinery for the States’ corporate
action on matters of common interest snd as an
“electoral college for the selection of Indian India's
representatives in the federal legislature.”

Thore is one great advantage from the Ststes'_

PO

point of view in thus leaving the selection to' the s
confederation. Itia not mentloned by the K, Cs,!
but it will be apparent to anyone who will think !
about it for a moment. And lest there be any rulers i
who will not give even a moment’s thought to the i
matter ( far be it from us to venture the horrid sug- .
gestion ), we would like it to bring it respectfully %o .
their notice. The federal scheme no doubt permits
all the Princes to nominate representatives of their
own chofce to the federal legislature, but it still
leaves the door open to election. And it i possible,
though it does not seem very likely, that the people
in the States may agitate for election, and even Bri-
tish Indfan leaders may throw out remote hints in
that direction. In no case will the pressure of public
opinion be unbearable or irresistible, it is true; but
theoretically there will be room for it. States like
Mysore and Travancore and Cochin, where repre-
sentative institutions of & eomewhat advanced type
exist, may feel this pressure and poseibly, in 8 weak
moment, may even agree, in response to it, as Their
Highnesses of Bikaner and Bhopal indicated, to let
their people have some say in the selection of some
of their representatives, Imsagine the state of things
ghat will arise if this should happen, In some States
there will be sheer nomination ; but in some others ft
will be tinged, though to & minute extent, by eome |
sort of election. How invidious, then, will be the !
position of those States where undiluted nomination
may obtain ? If, however, the selection is left in the
hands of a confederation of the States, that body may §
be trusted to deal effectively with a possible demand t
for elective representation, without bringing any '
particular State into popular disfavour. All the
Princes will then be able to march forward as one
man in the federation, and there will be no discrimi+
nation between the States themselves to add ta thei
disorimination that is bound §o exist between British '
India and the States, there being popular election
in the former and nomination in the latter. The
confederation of the Princes, selecting all the States’
delegates, will also exercise complete control over:
their action in the legislature, It will “have a per-
manent right to give instructions to those delegates,
and also, in the last resort, to revoke a delegate's
mandate and to reonll him and appoint another in hia
place.”

It is hardly necessary to comment upon the me=
morands of the lawyers summarised above, If their
advice is accepted—and we see no reason why it
should not be——it will not materially affact the politi-
cal situation as it exists at present, even as the
rumoured stiffening of the safeguards designed in the
interest of the British Government will not affect if.
Those who are for rejection will ery out s little more
loudly for rejection if the whiitling away of the
‘White Paper, of which we hear such frequent reports,
is an accomplished fact ; those who are against rejec-
tion will stilt be against rejection, though they will
whine a triflemore. Similarly, if the all-India fede-
ration is perohed upon a oconfederation of the,
Princes, anti-federationists will kick a little more
violently at it, but pro-federationists will still say:



NOVEMEER §, 1934.]

S THE sEﬁvm OF INDIA,

b

¥Thank God, we ara’ goitig to have at last some Kind
of federation.” Friends of -federation will remain
friends and opponants will remain opponents. There
will be no eroseing the floor, so to eay, however re-

trograde may be' the changee that will hereafter be-
introduced into.it; This is thus a golden opportunity
for the British dighards and the Indian Princes! They
oannot stretch their demands too far!! ‘

T is seldom that forelgn newapapers, however
well-informed on other matters are able .to
+ gize up Indian leaders and the Indian eituation
correotly, and the writings in these papers on Maha-
tina Gandhi and his movement are partioularly wide
of the mark, They are either denunciaiory or
adulatory, bus always uncritical. The article which
we roproduce on a later page from the Christian
Century is uncritioal in the direotion of adulation,
"It breathes throughout a noble sentiment, but gives
a wholly wrong impression both of the Mahatma's
politios and of his harijan movement. Ik purports
to be based upon Mr. Philip’s letter, but this letter
‘really affords no support for the editorial conclu-
sions.
‘ The purpose of the article is to show that
‘Gandhiji bas now retired from the politioal cam-
‘paign because he has disoovered that thera is a great
social evil, viz. untouchability, which the Indian
community must first eradicate before it can try to
shake itself fres from the political domination of
the British, Indians. know that this is simply not
trua. The Mahatme has issued two lengthy press
statements and made still more lengthy speeches
in the Bubjects Committee and in the plenary ses-
sion of the Congress, explainjng why he is going
out of the organisation, but neither in the press
ataiements nor in the speechea is there a reference
to the prior need of improving the condition of the
untouchables, a realisation of which, according to
the Christian Century, has impelled him to disencum-
ber himself from political agitation, It would,
indeed, be a poor tribute to pay to Gandhiji's insight
if one were to eay, as our contemporary suggests,
that the curse of wuntouchability came into his
horizon only after he had waged two fierce struggles
with the British Government for political power
and had sufferad reverses in them. Long before he
appeared on the scene socisl reformers fought against
untouchability, facing far more cruel persecution

than it is his 1ot to bear ; and Gandhiji himself was |
| mctivity was not due to any accession of enthusissm

ecpnecious of this social canker befors he declarsd
a non-violent war with the British Government,
Mahatma Gandbi, like most other public workers
inIndia, does not think of sosial evils like untouch-
ability, drunkenness, immorality, illiteracy on the
one hsnd and the political evils resulting from
foreign domination on the other in the terms of
prior and 'posterior. That just oennot be done.
The Mahatma himself has said times without
number—and here he has voiced the feelings of most
ofher reformers—that it is impossible to go far on
the road of social amelioration without coming up
against the paralysing effects of politieal bondage,
If the Christian Century will consult Christian mis-
sionaries wha keep aloof from politica]l activities in

MAHATMA'S INWARD, HO!

India, it will come o know  the severs handicaps-
from which they suffer, Mahatma Gandhi did not
embark upon politics because he thought that political
liberty must come firet and thafy sooial impurities.

- might be purged afterwards. Nor has he given up
- politios temporarily now 'because he is convinced

that external freedom o¢an wait wpon internal
cleansing. He wants both politioal freedom and
goclial purity and tries to achieve both as opportu-

nity offers. And fn pushing won the political move--
ment at one fime and the social movement at another-
time, he only shows himself to be an opportunist
in the best sense of the word. Hes saw that the-
general mass of people, as was only natural, was:
more keen on & political fight than anything else, and

very shrewdly he made kkaddar and other items.
in the so-called constructive programme, which truly

have no connexion with . politics, part of his political
campaign thus to make them tnke a deeper interest
in things which in themselv es would appear uninspir-
ing. He carried. on the politicsl eampaign vigorous--
ly, buf unsuccessfully. Asa result of offering civil

discbedience, he found himeelf in gsol, and the
campaign camea to a8 dead stop for the time being.
Instead of vegetating in pris on, he obtained Govern--
ment’s permission to carry on his harijan propaganda-
from within prison and got several Congress workers,
who, finding civil resistarce too tough & business,
had been abstaining from politios, to utilise their:
fdle time in the same noble cause. That was the-
immediate reason for Mahatma Gandhi giving a fillip-
to the harijan movement by plaecing it in the fore..
front of Congressmen’s activities within the last.two-
yoara. The oivil resistanca campaign is still im
abeyance, and the harijan movement will goon im
undiminished strength for some time. It may be
however that, if and when oivil disobedience comes
to the fore once "again, the harijan cempaign will go.
through a pericd of recession, but that will happen,.
not becanse there is a waning in enthusiasm on the
part of Mahatma Gandhi, even ag the recent spurt of

od his part, but only be cause there is a limited man.
power available for national work, and it has to be-

- distributed In several activities, all of them exoeeding--
. Iy important.

The grading of this work, from the
point of view of urgency, that the Christian Century-
asoribes to Mahatma Gandhi is purely imaginary and
has no existence in his scheme of things, His ories
of “Inward, hol” and “ Qutward, ho!” are dictated
only by the circum stances of the moment, and not by
considerations of what should come first and whag:
next.

* Where there is room for a choice at all for Ma--

- hatma Gandhi to press on either with an external or

an infernal struggle, he wi]l busy himgelf with the
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former in preference to the latter. In this internal
struggle we do not include the harijan wmovement,
for that is of far too deep an import to be left in the
background. But many other issues of social equality
and justice which cry out for solution he is already
side-stepping as a matter of deliberate policy in order
that he may be able fo concentrate all the national
forces on the foreigner, What ig the true inward-
ness of his coming into confliot with Socialists and
the States’ people ? Hoe is entirely in sympathy with
the Socialists’ airgs and the States’ people’s aspira-
tions, But he thinks their activities to be inoppor-
" ¢une. These activities will nocessarily turn the
powerful olasses in the country against the Con-
gress, and he believes that the Congress needs
their active support if itis to suocceed in removing
the foreign yoke. He would therefore like the In-
dian people to deal gently with Big Business and the
1andlords and the sutooratic Princes and thus enable
him to organise a Patriotic Front against the British
. Government. When the external snemy is ones out of
the way, thers will be time enough to introduce all
the drastic social changes which are necessary and
which Le too favours along with the rest. Of course
he does not put it so crudely,but it is writ large on
his policies. '

How else can one explain, to teke but one
instanee, his ingisting at the Round Table Conference
on popular election, and nothing but popular election,
on a universal franchise in British India and acquies-
cing in nomination in the Indian States ? Even on his
day of eilence, he did not omit to write on a slip of
paper that the Congress would not bear to have even
& single seat allotted to British India filled by nomi-
nation, but the same “born demoorat” and “nnadul-
terated democrat’, as he loves to call himself, raised
no objection in any of his speeches—and hs had an
occasion to make pleaty of them—to ali the seats
allotted to Indian India being filled by nomination.
Why this difference ? Not because he believes that
the Government of India’s nominees will harm the
country’s interests but not those handpicked by the
JIndian rulers. On the contrary, we are certain that he
believes, with this year's President of the Cowngress,
+that the bureaucrats’ nominees will work more mis-
chief than the autocrats’, and yot hs tolerates the
autoerats and engages himself in implacable hosti-
lities with the bureaucrats, Here he carries on his
fight on strictly racial Jines, We do not pretend to
judge whether this is  wholly justifiable on tfe
moral plane, The Christian Cenfury will be better
.able to judge. Anybow, for all his Mahatmaism,
Gandhiji is s politician to the core, not at all
above temporising. This is not to admit that, even
politically, " To the Left with foreigners’ and
“to the Right with your fellow-countrymen” is a
good policy, Woe think it is not and we do not usnal-
1y associate such tactics with men of religion either,
But on this spiritual aspect we would not fain not
speak. It is clear, however, that the interpretation
_of the Christian Century is based on fanoy, and not
on fact,

—
—

On annd—hu "g:gb’etter.

(BY AIR MAIL.)
({ From Our Correspondent. )
LoNDOR, 28th October.

GENERAL SMUTS ON INDIA.

ERHAPS no-one in the British Empire is batter
quslified or under fewer inhibitions to make a

pronouncement and an appes! in favour of
constitutional advanoce in India than General Smuts,
He does not labour under the disadvantages that
surround a political leader in this country, who is
lisble to attack by his own followers or by his
opponents on some or otber real or imaginary issue,
relevant or irrelevant to the main question. General
Smuts is a statesman of world magnitude, who does
not essily fit into the pleture of a relatively small
country like South Africa, with s chequered history
little more than & century and a half old. But be
has been s defender of causes on the battlefield, and
has at times lost and at times won, but throughout,
whatever other temperamental defects he might
possegs {and Mr, Gandhi was wsll aware of them in
South Africa ), he always had vision and a capaoity
for conetructive statesmanship, He never bore per-
sonal animosity against an opponent, and lived a
philosophy of life which has to some extent protected
him from the more malignant criticisms thatalmost
inevitably befall 8 public man of eminence. The
present writer, for example, recalls two instances,
some twenty years ago, both of General Smuts's
natural simplicity of manner and his philo-
sophic temperament, Before Mr. Gandhi left South
Africa, he had a long personal talk with his redoubt-
sble opponent, o whom he wished to present an
example of the handioraft produced by the Indian
passive resisters at Tolstoy Farm, ns & memento of !
the end of & historie struggle, and after Mr, Gandhi
had left for India, in the fateful summer of 1914, his
secretary and the present writer were deputed by him
to present to General Smuts s pair of hand-made
sandals, which the General accepted with a generous
affability. The other occasion occurred when Gen-
eral Smuts’s conduot as the man of action who, at the
heart of the general strike in Johannesburg, in 1913,
deported to England and Australia saveral of the
prominent Labour leaders. His opponents in the
Assembly raised a debate, in which they poured the
vials of their wrath upon his devoted head, at great
Jength and in vitriolic terms. I doubt if General
Smuts even listened to these tirades of denuneciation,
for he was immerged during the debate in some re-
cent work of abstruse philosophy.

‘When thus General Smuts comes forward with
so distinguished a ocareer behind him, and so com-
plete a Tenlisation of the ineffectiveness of the appli«
cation of force and an archaic system of administra-
tion for the suppression of natural national aspira-
tions, it is only proper that he should be listened to
with a respect to which such & man is entitled.
Naturally there will be some superficial critics here
who would tell him to mind his own business. To
this he would reply that the business of ordered
freedom and national libarty, to which ha has devoted
his life, both on n national and international seale,
is his business snd that of every other thoughtful
man in the Commonweslth. Not unnaturally, too,
he furued to his own country as an example of the
ptability of Commonweslth relations that resulted
from the policy of trust insugurated by Sir Heunry
Campbell-Bannerman in the first decade of this con=
tury, to which reference is made in Lord Esher's
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papers that are now appearing. Dr. Berriedale Keith

-gorrects Generel Smuts's statement that this polioy
was adopted by joint action of the British political
parties, and reminds us that it had the sustained
opposition of the Tories of the time. Nevertheless,
General Smuts is substantially right, for the Tories
could have defeated the proposed Constitution in
the House of Lords in 1906, but they forbore to do
so when they realised that the country’s sentiment
was in favour of the Government’s policy, and the
Union of South Africa Act followed quickly three
years later, with the assent of all the parties, Natur-
ally, therefore, General Smuts’s appeal over the
heads of the politicians, in his Dundee speech, to the
generous political sense of the British people as a
whole, urging that Indian political progress should
not be endangered by party oconsiderations and par-
tisan tactice, was very welcome.

MR. GANDHI AND THE CONGRESS,

It seems ressonably clesr from the somewhat

confused and conflicting reports emanating from
Bombay this week that the Mahatma has been as
good as his word and has carried out his determina-
tion to leave the Congress, both as leader and as
member, in order to pursue his own activities of per-
gonel purification and economic and social reform.
All the lamentations and imploring of his former
eolleagues and associates have evidently left him
unmoved, and no argument has prevailed against his
resolution fo preserve for himself a free hand and o
withdraw his dominating perecnality from the
Congress councils,

There are not wanting those among his personal
friends here who feel that he has reached an age and
an eminence when he should no ionger be trammel-
ed by party affiliations, Notwithstanding his with-
drawal from the Congress, and perhaps even the mores
because of it, he will remain a formidable influence
in the eountry’s affairs behind the scenesr For some
time the truth of the viewwexpressed hers upon his
return this week to England by Mr. C. F. Andrews,
has been realised, that whilet the Mahatma retains
his hold upon the agricultural masses and the simple-
minded generally, he has lost his influence with the
younger urban intelligensia, and he finds himself to-
day out of touch with that orthodoxy which remains
unconvinced of the effectiveness, or even the degira«
bility, of his campaign egainet untouchability, and
which, on the other hand, has helped to emphasise, in
a highly undesirable manner, the ¢ommunal conflict
that has spread its menacing shadow over the greater
part of India. There are again others who prefer to
apply the less spectacular,and the more conventional,
remedies, political and economic, to the body poli-
tic in India and whose natural method of expres-
pion, as the T%mes’ Special Correspondent, in an
illuminating ansalysis of cross ourrents_in the
Congress, lies through the Legislatures, Whether in
their turn they will some day give place to dictators
tired of the ineffectiveness and the self-sufficiency,
-of politicians, is a matter that only the future ecan
roveal. Inthe meanwhile, the Mahatma will resc-
lutely go his own way, ploughing his wilderness in
the hope that he may raise a crop of heroes, to carry
-on the herculean task of achieving Indian independ-
ence by what is to him the only conceivable means,
namely, non-violent civil resistance, The reactions
of Congress to this view of the needs of the situa-
tion are naturally awaited,  but with the removal of
the guiding hand of this unique leader, there seems
every prospect of what was once & united send formi-
dable body breaking into mutually destructive frag-
ments, each claiming the inheritunce of the great
name and & not ignoble tradition. It may be that
the Mahatma will have to be recalled presontly from
his self-imposed exile in order to fit the pieces together

sgain, and oreate of them at least the semblance of &
whole,
INDiA LEAGUE CONFERENCE.

Mr, Krishna Menon's active temper leaves him
little pesce, and he is responsible for the organisation
last Sabturdsy of the Conference, arranged under the
auspioes of the Central Branch of the Indian League
of representatives of women's organisations, at Essex
Hall, Strand. The objeot was to disouss the future
work “in view of the urgency and seriousness” of the
Indian situation. In the absence of the Chairman,
Miss Monica Whately, Mr, Tony Greenwood presid-
od and gave the Conference some of his impressions
gained whiie touring India last year with the student
debating team. Tha other speakers weore Mra. Masani,
Miss Agatha Harrison, and Mr., Krisna Menon.
An interesting discussion followed, in which delegates

| from women's organisations participated with a view

to report back to their respective groups.

MRB. JoSHION THE L L. O.

At the meeting that the League of Nations Union
holds weekly during the ‘lunch hour, Mr. Joshi, this
week, spoke of the relation of India to the Interna~
tional Labour Organisation, Captain Thomas was in
the chair and gave a very warm welcome to the
gpoeaker. Mr. Joshi detailed concisely the part thag
India had played in the work of the I. L. O. On the
whole, be said, India had taken her due share and
had honoured her ratifications, It was, however, a
matter for concern that since 1929 not a single ratifi-
cation of a eonvention had occurred, and recently
delegations sent from India had not included any ad-
visers, on grounds, acoording to the Government of
India’s explanation, of financial stringency. Mr,
Joshi was not convinced that this was the gole cause.
He was afraid that enthusiasm had cooled, and that
in India, as in other countries. there was a lukewarms-
nees towards the work of the I.eague and the I. 1. O.

Speaking of the position of the Indian Statest
Mpr, Joshi described it as unsatisfactory., The con-
ventions ratified applied only to British India, and ha
was evidently apprehensive for the future, if the In-
dian States were to be part of the Federation under
the new Constitution, that ratification of conventions
might be further impesded,

He regarded it as & matter for satisfaction that,
owing to the change in the Constitution of the
Governing Body, an employer’s and & worker's dele-
gate from India has now been added, but he felt that
more Indians ghould be added to the Secretariat at
Geneva, At present there were only four, and as In-
dia was one of the first eight industrisl countries and
had played her full part in the work of the Organisa-
tion since its inception, this number was inadequate,
Speaking of the Branch Office in India, Mr, Joshi
paid & warm tribute to the work of Dr. Pillay. Dis«
cusgion followed, in which Mr, Clifton Robins, of the
London Offics of the L L. O., took part,

Aevigws. |
= e —— —————————
- EVILS OF LAND FRAGMENTATION.

PREVENTION OF FRAGMENTATION AND
CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS IN THE
BARODA STATE. By GOVINDBHAI H. DESAL
{ Pustakalaya S8abayak Sahakari Mandal, Rao-
purs, Baroda.) 1934, 24cm. 149p. Rs. 2,

THE subject of the land system, owing to its sup-

posed complexities and difficulties, is weariness to

many, and the question of fragmentation of holdings

" is one of its branches, Rao Bahadur Govindbhai H,
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Denai has sucoseded in. nmking “tllai#.shranoh of ,the

subject attractive and interesting. by his explanatory .

note written along with the colleciion of the legisla-
tive measures adopted in Bareds. He has lucidly
explained the various olauses and amendments of the
Land Rovenue Code and Rules of Baroda.,

In India the land eystem and the forms of

tenures are very different from those of the Western |

countries, There are,. in India, nof less than two

hundred tenures on account of numerous interme- |

diaries, Agriculture merely on soientific and co-
operative basis will not helf towards the achieve.
ment of progress unlesa the la

as goon ss possible and the holdings are limited.

The main cause of fractionalisation of holdings is |

the prineciple of agnatio succession among the male
heirs and desire for equality, all the members depend-
ing for their maintenance on agrioultura alone. In
the former days the ocultivation unit was the joint
family which lived in one house, was controlled by
the mansger of the family, and no necessity for sub-
divisions arose, But its economioc solidarity was
affected partly by the importation of individualistio
notions of property and partly by the growth of
population. In India there is  great disperity in
the inorease of population and the capacity of the
goil to provide food for the population. In para. 27
Rao Bahadur Desai admits that Hindu Law was
made long ago to suit the conditions of those times,
laws must be adapted to the changing oconditions or
habita of society, and that but at the end of the
para he says that there is no need to change fhe law
of inberitance, For compulsory restripping laws
were obanged in Prussia, Denmark and Jepan. The
old eocial customs and laws maust be revised on
common principles of expediency ard justice in the
present times and India cannot afford to lag behind
other countries, It is possible to amend the law of
inheritance by adding to and amending the adminis-
trative orders of the Oivil Procedure Code mund the
Land Revenuae Code itself in order to provide that no
land should be parcelled out if it is not an economie
holding. A line must be drawn between an economio

and an uneconomic holding. In Baroda the mini- -

mpm limit fixed for Jirayai land ia 8 bighas, If 114
bighas be taken to measure one acre, the holding
would be of 614 aores, In the famous Joint Report
12 acres of land of good soil was oonsidered an
economic holding for cultivation with a pair of bul-
locks. The limit of 614 acres or 8 bighas will not be
economical for the support of & family oconsisting of
four members, viz. husband, wife and two children,
In Denmark no holding is below 24 acres, whereas
in China 42 per cent. of farmers hava plots .of less
than 114 acres and Tholdings and .scattered.
Fragmentation has led both in China and India to
(1) decrease in the output per acre, (2) idleness,
(3) poverty, (4) friction, and (5) litigation,

It is now time for those who are interested in

the welfare of India to direct their sttention to the

removal of the chronie agricultural poverty by adopt-
ing speedy mesasures for reforms of the land system
and tenures with regard to the small holdings and
other branches of the land system,

Rao Bahadur Desai’s statemsnt that much land
is waated on account of the boundary marks is mot

corraof so far ag it perfains to the Bombay Presi- |

denoy, There are no bpundary marks betwesn sub-
divigions in the British part of the Bombay Presi-
dency, When consolidation is accomplished, the
question. will crop up as to what the landless persons
who were 8o long pensant-proprietors are to do. The
angwer to this- will be to encourage and multiply
cottage industries, develop dairy-farming and market-
gardening, extend the big industries in large vities so
thas when sgriculture becomes paying the raw pro-

nd system is reformed |

—r—— Py

‘duoa could be. w;ell utilized by the industrial concerns.

in the cities. Among the qualifications of a voter '
mentioned in Schedule I, page 91, para. 3, female .
Khatedara are excluded from becoming voters. Since

. fomales are ownere and kabjedars in many villages

and . are taking part in eeveral aoiivites, there
appesxs no justification for excluding them,

. D, 8. MODAK.

————

FREEDQM OF THE PRESS.

THE PRESS AND THE ORGANISATION OF

SOCIETY. By NORMAN ANGELL. ( The Mino-

- rity Press, Cambridge. ) 1933. 20cm. 70p. 3/6.

ENGLISHMEN fought with their Governments in times

past and won the Freedom of the Press. That freedom

eant private ownership. With industrial develop- -

ment and .expansion of education, the press had to
supply the curiosity of millions, and with millions of
pounds of capital poured into it, it became industria-
lised, and capitalists took it into their own hands.
Thue the engines of creating and harnessing publio
opinion and directing that force for the public weal

" or woe went into the hands of a few, and they, as the

suthor has shown, prostituted that power for baser

' ends, never intended, nor expected by those who.

won the freedom of the press. The author is thus -
guite justified in saying: " It is one of the disillusion- .

ments of a purely political demoocracy that tha Free
Press has become one of the worst obstacles $o the

b development of a capacity for real self-government,.

perhaps the worst of all the menaoces to modern demoe
cracy.”

What is then the remedy against the abuse of
private control of this huge engine of power ? Would
State control be the right remedy? No, says the

suthor emphatically, becaugs when it was tempora~-
' rily controlled by the State during the war, the gov-

ernments * made the press a more ‘reptile’ instrument

than Bismarek could have hoped to oreate.” It comes -

§o this then that neither oapitalists, mor the State

should be allowed to handle this great foroe which

is intended to be used for the better organisation of

- socieby.

What then is the alternative ¥ The suthor’s pro-
posals are ¢ (1) “to make journalisr a chartered pro-

' fession, as law and medicine demanding 8 minimum.

standard of qualifications, and adherence to a oertain
sode of professionsal conduct, and (2) to create 8 State
or Government Press mansged by ‘ journalistic judi«
ociary’ pledged to the impartial presentation of news,

That judiciary is to be independent of Government:

and to owe its powers to Roysal charter.” The author

hopes such an arrangement would, like the adminias-

tration of justice, obviate the abuse of this power, _and
gociety would be better served with the facts requl!-od
for its considerad judgment about the pro_blams facing
it daily. The proposals are worth trying in a fow
places, but they have had mo trial yet anywhere,
and are likely fo be, for along time,
hopes, even in full-fledged democracies. In dqpendent
countries Jike India, they are utterly unsuitable as

only plous.

the interests of the people and the Government are '

t always the same.
Hol alway V. M. BHAT.

' SHORT NOTICES.
SONGS FROM PRISON, Ed. by Joax 8,

HotYLAND. ( Allen & Unwin) 1934, 20cm. 150p.

3/6.

PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU troly observed, |
% Mahatams Ghandhi is essentislly & man of re--

ligion ”; and Gandhiji, too, says of himself fthus:
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" 1 am not & man of learning ; but I humbly olaim to
" be a man of prayer. " The pastimes and literary work
of the worid’s master-minds during their inevitable
-gconfinements in prison-cells will ever be an intereat-
ing study ; and it is characteristic of Gandhiji that he

- .mought peace and atrength of mind during hia enfore-

ed stay in thaYeravda Prison, by writing on ethical
“virtues, such as sacrifice, service, poverty, noa-viol-
-ence, non-staaling, and the like, or an introduction to
the Gita., These compositions have not so far been
. presented in book.form; and the publioation of
Songs from Prison, which is but a translation of
- dyrics partly from the Upanishads and other Sans-
. krit soriptures and partly from the poets of the Bhakti
.gohool of thought and devotion, is, therefore, to be
. welcomed. Originally intended for his English

friends, and principally for Mira Ben, the hymns
- .have been put into metrical form and adapted for the

Press by John 8. Hoyland so that the names, symbo-

~ lism and imagery of the Hindu Pantheon have besn
carefully omitted, in order to suit the cultured .taste

of the modern mind in the Orient as well as the Ocoi.

.dent. The selections, whose spirit is excellently kept
ap by the translaijons, cover s wide range indeed, as
they partly relate to the praise of the Great Being and
His attributes, and are partly petitional to grant a dis.
-cerning mind to pierce through delusion, fellowship
aundying with that which is supremely, wholly good,
.and for the cleansing and purification of the scul and

for freeing it from the layers of ignorance and dark-

ness that envelope it, Iu the widar sense of the term,
" -prayer is inward communion with the divineand the
book is helpful and valuable for practice in holding
-guch communion, discovering our inner voice, and
guiding it in the direction of God-realization. More,
a8 one reads the book, one is*foreibly impressed with
-the picture of the inner Gandhi, of his prayerful soul-
longing to* drink in His love and to dwell intent in
the vision of His beauty,” of his unshaken resol ve to
“'live poor, and live for other men,” and to *“hold
others’ woe to be his own,” to live the higher life,and
overy word of the prayers contained in the songs.
‘Tor these songs have ministered nourishment to s
gpiritual life that opens its doors to the oncoming
-spirit of God, His Love, His Wisdom, and His Beauty.
It is worthy to note that all royalties accruing
from the sale of this book go to the funds of Mr,
A :([}a&qdhi’s work for the removal of untouchability in
Indis.

R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR.

Miscellanes,

THE GREATER GANDHI.

N his correspondence from India, published else-
where in thie issue, Mr. P. O. Philip tells of the

split which has finally taken place in the Indian
wationalist forces. An important group of high caste

Hindus, led by Pandit Malaviya, has formed a party

~within the National Oongress party. Ostensibly this
-#plit has ocourred over the constitutional proposals

-contained in the British White Paper, The new party _
.insists that the British offer must be rejected more -

poeitively, fought more uncompromisingly, than the
-(‘m_ngrass party under Mahatma QGandhi’s leadership is
-doing. The communal awards in particular are de-
nounced as something that must never be allowed to
-go into effeot. But behind this disagreement over
1mmeghate politieal action, as Mr. Philip points out,
. wthere is something deeper in its meaning. The forma-~
tion of the new party is really notice served by an
dmportant section of the orthodox Hindu community

f
!

that it is no longer ready to follow Gandhi’s leade
ship, since that leadership seems now primarily cons
cerned with issues growing out of the Indian oaste
system, and that i favors abiding by the idesl of
an Indian soociety rigidly delimited as between onstes
and faiths, N
This split in the movement whioh Mr. Gandhi
has been leading will be variously interpreted in
different quarters. Among British Tories, who have
been fighting the conoessions of the White Paper with
stubborn ferocity, belief will revive that the day of
empire is not yet drawing to its close, and that the
old strategy of “divide and rule” can atill be relied
‘on to preserve imperinl authority over this vast sub-
continental domain with its 350,000,000 subjeota.
Mr. Churchill and Lord Lloyd will return to the
charge at Wastminster with the chances greatly in-
creased that they can ssoure a further whittliog
down of the White Paper- concessions before final
aotion is taken by Parliament. :

Political observers in general ara likely to see
in this development evidence for their oft-repeated
charges as to the political impraoticability of Gandhi,
and another prophecy of his impending displace-
ment ae India's most powerful political leader. By
turning aside from the immediate issues raised by
the British White Paper to a campaign on behalf of
the untouchables, they will hold, the Mahatma has
committed the fundamental political error of divid-
ing his strength between two objectives, and so has
Jost what chance he had of leading the Congress
party to a great viotory in pursuit of its major goal.
Having thus proved his politioal ineptitude, it is
inevitable that party leadership should pass to other
hands, since no political leader ean maintain power
in defeat if that defeat has been suffered in a ocauss
for which the majority of his followers had no con-
suming enthusiasm.

Hare and there, students of the changing Orient
will see in the division of the Indian nationalists s
portent of more tragic disturbances in India a decade
or 8o hence, Tempted by the lack of Indian cchesion,
they will expect Britain to reducs her concessions to
a minimum, . They will expeot the present Congress
party in Indis graduslly to lose importance, They
will find no difficulty in balieving that ten years of
comparative oalm may descend on India, with the
British rule apparently restored to security. But
the continuation of the economic despair of India's
millions, along with the gradual permeation of the
Indian population by the revolutionary ideas which
are now loose throughout Asia, they will expect

[ eventually to bring a day when ancther nationalist

uprising will break cut. And that uprising, contem.
ptuous of all preaching of non-violeace, will
plunge India and Britain alike into bloodshed.
Meanwhile, neither India, Britain nor the world
at large comprehends what, with regard to Mahatma
Gandhi, is happening before its eyes, Gandhi's
original crusade to win India’s freedom by resort to
non-violent non-cooperation oaught world imagina-
tion. Everywhere in the Occident, a generation
nauseated with the arbitrament of arms, and skepti-
osl of its olaimas to finality, caught a glimpse of

the possibility of a new method of political action in

the sight of patriots submitting to lathi charges,
imprisonment and impoverishment without resorting
to physical retsliation. That phase of Gandhi's
leadership the world may have rejected ss impracti-
cal, but it was at least respeoted as important. To-
day, however, Gandhi is carrying hies orusade into
a resim of spiritual meaning far deeper than he pene-
trated with his doetrine of non-violence, yef there is
grave reason to fear that its spiritual implications
will hardly begin to appesr, either inside India or
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.~ without, until several decades have passed. "Yet ours
is 8 generation which supremely needs to perceive
the prophetic religious nature of Gandhi's present
oourae, g .

', .. To understand this new Gandhi, who watches

. today in sadness while a portion of his following

.- rejeots his leadership, it is necessary to fix firmly in

. mind the fact that he haa conceived fresdom for India
as 8 spiritual blessing a8 well as a political goal.
All struggles for liberty are, of course, proclaimed in

, similar terms, but din the case of Gandhi the

. proclamation and .the fact have been one,
Politics has been; for him, a field for spiritual

. adventure and achievement, And in the early stages

of his leadership of the Indian nationalist causs he |

. evidently believed that all India was ready to em-
bark on a course which, while it would have glorious
political consequences, would be always at heart
spiritual. Before that faith is too lightly derided, it
should be admitted that the masses of India did res-
pond to the Mahatma’s spiritual challenge to a degree
. without historioal precedent, and that history will,

as a result, be vitally affooted by the example of the

non-violent movement which aso shook the British

power,

But as Gandhi ,penefrated ‘more deeply into the

: nature of the, nationalist crusade, he came to see its
inesoapable relation to the fate of India’s untouch-
ables, To win for India some goal by virtue of the

_ operation of “soul fores” required of India a prior .

‘purification of her own gsoul. And how eould the soul
of Indila be ready for mational independence while
. 60,000,000 of her people were damned from birth to an
existence hardly better than that of the animals ?

What right had India to demand democracy when she -

was unwilling to grant demoocracy to her own people ?
Reflacting on the fate of the untouchables in the
periods of contemplation which have filled 80 large a
- part of his eareer, the Mahatma came to believe that
India could have no firm spiritusl basis for seeking

« her rights at the hands of Britain until she had ber-.

self righted the unspeakable wrongs which she has

inflicted on her own outcaste children. .

: ) A !
The, result has been the astounding—to most.
orthodox Hindus—turning aside from the direct drive -
. against British domination to the harijan (untouch.:

able) campagin of Gandhi's last two years, In the
very hour whea Britain was in the act of formulating
constitutional grants, the Mahatma marched off to
grapple with an internal social issue which is aimost
ag old as Indian life., The results have been memor-
able. Despibe the opposition of the orthodox religious
groups, at first inoredulous and then angry, Gandhi
has stirred India to it8 core on the sin of maintaining
. untouchability. In two years he has almost sucoeed-

ed in cracking wide open an unjust soocisl order that

had defiantly resisted challenge for centuries.

5 But he has done this. at the expense of the unity

. and the driving. power of the National Congress
.movement, Many of his olosest assooiates in that
. movement have. been guite unable to understand why
i:he should have turned aside ta thus endanger the

. eampaign of swaraj.

. “Thig is en internal problem. Let us wait until India
is free and then we will deal with it.” Even socially
minded nationalists have insisted that it was unfair

. toask India to clean out the social evils within her
household until she was master there, To all of

. which the unyielding answer of the Mahatma, pass-
ing from village fo village in bis pursuit of justice

- for the, outeastes. has been: “India is not fit for

- freedom, and freedom will be worth nothing to her,
until we have done away with this foul thing within
her own life, ”

Toward the question of the un-
touchables the typical nationalist attitude has been :

In that angwer the greater Gandhl appears. Will
the eyes of our desperately needy generation see him ¢
For here he has once more challeoged the spiritual
stupor of mankind. He did it before with his olaim
‘that the achievement of vast national purposes ir not
dependentupon resort to force, Here he penetrates fo an
even tmore greatly needed spiritual prinociple, namely,
that the doing of justice must precede the gaining of
justice. He stands in the direct sucecession of that
prophet who saw that judgment must begin in the
house of God, and of the even greater Prophet who
saw that blessing at the altar requires a prior establi-
shment of right relations with the socially wronged.

Lest there be any confusion of this demand
which Mahatma Gandhi is making for the 'fnner
purification of India with the sort of retreat into an
other-worldly personal mysticiem whioch, in éther
parta of the world, is being presented as the essence
of religion’s contribution to our contemporary 'need,
it is to be noted that the “Inward, hol** call which
Gandhi has addressed to his followers has been a
call to acute social etruggle, to the immediate and
bitterly opposed redressing of overt social”wrohg.

" There is & profound mysticism in Gandhi's convic~
. tion that India’s attainment of freedom''must wait
upon her granting freedom to' those 'of her ‘own

children upon whom she has hound the ¢laims of her
caste system. But it is the mysticism of the Beérmon
on the Mount. '

. What our generation therefore needsto see in In-
dia atthis hour is that, as Gandhi appesars to the super-
ficial. eye to be fading out of the political picture,
he is actually offering mankind a revival of prophe-
tio insight. He reaily is penetrating to the lowest
depths of India's basic spiritual problem, and in so
doing he is providing food for meditation for those
inevery land who beliave that the orisis in history in
which we are now involved requires that religion

_shall placs itself in the forefront of s new struggle

for buman freedom. Will Indis follow Gandhi,
subjecting herself to the searching examination and
sgonizing changes which are involved in righting
the wrongs of her own untouchables, before she
presses on to demand the righting of ber national
wrongs? Itis not likely. But even moure important.

“is the question whether those who demand liberation

in religion’s name in other parts of the world will
face the implioation of the imsight wbich: Gandhi’s
harijan movement offers. Will they ees that a
sucoesaful vnelsaght by religion on the injustices
of & pagan social order requires a pricr dedication of
religion itself ta the cleansing of its own relations.
with the system which it sets itself ta redeem ?—The
Christian Century 3rd October.

INDIA INDIVISIBLE

Tis a great pity that the Congress gave' no-
attention to the grievances of the States’ peoples. .
It is apparent that the Mahatma bes not given

. up his opposition to the policy of intervention in the

affairs of the States whioh he considers to ba “inde-

pendent entities”, whatever he may mean by these

words. It now appears that Gandhiji, in response no -
doubt to urgent requests made by the States’ paoples,

had prepared a formula indicating the Working

Committee’s views on this intriguing question for the

consideration of the A.I.C.C. He changed his

mind, however, and advised that a sub-committee be

appointed to evolve another formula in cousultation -
with the the States’ peoples.

" We do not know whether the Working Com-
mittee has yet appointed B sub-committeé for' the
purpose, but the proposition when it is ready will be
placed before the next meeting of the All-India-
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Qongress Committes for -its oonsideration, and wa
suppose the whole matter may then bp placed, befora
the Congress next year. All thia unnecessary, and
disastrous proorastination snpd. delay beoapse the
Mahatma took it into his head to perform one of his
politioal somersaults over this, question and wanted
the Congress to follow suit. .

i He ia still of the same mind that thers should bs
‘no interfeience by Indians in the administration of
Indian States. His draft resolution reads: * Con-
‘gress adheres to its policy of non-interference in the
internal administration of . various States.” - This, to
-commence with, is not an honest introduction to the
subject.” The polioy of the Congress is not one of
non-interfereance with the Simtes. The resolution
proceeds to reaffirm what the Congress had said-—
‘that Indis is one indivisible whole dnd. asks the
Princes to eslablish responsible. government within
+their jurisdiotion, and rscognise the necespity of
guaranteeing the eivil and  politieal liberty of the
peopla living in their ferritories.” It then gives
its aympathy in full measure to the Siates’ people,
pebaps, to add insultfo injury for the atrange posi-

tion it has assumed in this matter.

" Itis no nse giving to the States’ people the empty
sympathy of the Congress when it refuses to do any:
thing for them, although it has not the slightest
objection to receive help from the States’ peoples, both
in money and men, wherever neoessary. The Con-
gress has actually baen helped, to a very considsrable
-extent by the States’ peoples, but when the time
comep for Indians to help their brethren across the
borders, Gandhiji waunts suddenly to put a ban on the
“Congress interveniion, in States’ politics and tellas the
Indian public that the Princes are * independent "

I Bl

1

s

and that their administrations should not be interfer-
-ed with at any costl

e
0
'

This ig-an entirely, illogical and selfish attituds
and we hope'all patriotis, Indians, who cousider that
India'ia oné atd fudiviable, Will, pat up ' a Hghtion*
behalf of tho Btates' people ‘to"gfve them their due,’
The Sub-Committee of the Working Committes ‘must: -
consider the whole matter from' a ‘mew sngle and

.come to an independent deoision, instead df merely‘ -

endorsing views already prepared for.it by Mahatms
Gandhi.’ We do not know what remedy the States’

. peoples have in this matter, bu¥ they ‘should make it :

olear,” in ‘conjunction with thelr friends in Britisly .
Indis, whether the Congress gives them' any help ors
not, that they are determind to throw in thair lot with' .
British Indiang in their fight against the White-

Paper and the monstrous scheme: for ' Federation, ®

. which’ entirely ignores the States psople. 'Ifthe: .
, White Paper is foreed on the Indian -people by the'.
. British Government, the States’ people will bernoa::

where and their future will be permanently mortgaged
tothé Indian Princes. That is'a contingency which
should be avoided at all' costs, and the States’ pecple
can never restuntil the Congrees is foroed to. give
it& whole-hearted sapport to their-osuse in future.

Gandhiji ought to know as well as anyone that °
it is no use appealing to the Indian Princes to-esta~ -
blish © responsible government within their juriedi-
tion.,” They might as. well appeal to stone walla.
Only lately the Maharajas of Patiala reiterated his’
willingness to join the Federation,' provided their
administrative independence was guaranteed to them
for ever, and they - were secured from outside inter- .
ference! No doubt the DBritish (Government are.
willing to doall this and more to get the support of
the Princes for their federal plan,-. It will be a =ad
betrayal, if the States’ peoples are laft to themselves,
asud their appeal to the Congress callously turned
down,—The Bombay Sentinel, 318t Ootober.

SERVANTS OF INDIA SOOIETY.

REPORT FOR 193334
o { Qmmtinyedfrgm our last issue. )

Local Self-Government.

While organising public opinion on general
«questions like the White Paper and the Communal
Award, Mr. Haradatta Sharma concentrated his
energy primarily on the reform of the municipal
.administration of Lahore and in the Punjab. He was
8 Seoretary of the Lahore Central Ratepayers™ Asso-
-oistion. On its behalf he organised public meetings
and got articles written in newspapers o promote the
reform of the municipal administration, with special
reference to water supply, roads and drainage and
the appointment of an Improvement Trust for Lahore.
He mobilised evidence before the Government Board
-of Enquiry into the rates ‘charged by the Lahore
Electric Supply Co. He organised a deputation of
infiuential men to meet the municipal authorities jn
December last .to discuss the drainage problem
-of Lahore, ' o T

He then set about organising a Municipal Re-
form Conference at Lahore. He was ‘elected Secre-
tary of the Conference, which was held in May, 1934,
He is promoting the formation of a local self-govern-
ment institute for the Punjab and taking steps to
-organise 8 Conferencs of Locul Boards. He was also
in oharge of the Lahore Poor Houss, '

Miscellaneous.

Mr. Devadhar was President of the Indian
National Bocial Conference hold in  Madras'in
Dacember last. He made a speocial 'visit to  Bhva-~
nagar fo study the debt redemption scheme in. .
augurated in that Stale, Mr. Bastri was given civic

4

addresses by the Muniocipal Councils of Bezwada
and Erode. - He made several speeches during the
year on the political situation, the White Paper and
education. Mr, Sahu and- Mz Sivaswami promoted
Youth Leagues and Youth Conferences, The latter
attempted the organisation of agrioultural labour,
Mr. Kunzru visited Partapgarh at the request of the
Praja Sangh, which has been recently formed there
to promote befter relations between landlozrds and
tenants, to inquire into the grivances of the tenants’
and to advisa the Sangh with regard to the lines on
which it should work, My, Dube started the Oapital
Club in Lucknow for the discussion of subjects of
ourrent interest and it was addressed by Sir P. 8;:
Sivaswami Aiyer and othérs. Messrs, Suryanarayana
Rao and Sahu promoted Study Circles in Coimbatore
and Cuttack; My, Sharangpani took an sective part
in- the celebration of the Children's Day in Jalgaon,
the first  of the kind in that place, in which the
children of the town and of the Industrial Settlement
fraternised. Mr, Bakhale was s member of the Care

. of Destitute Children and ¥Young Offenders Com-

‘mittee, appointed by the Bombay Government. Mr.

. Sivaawami organiged the Civie and Socisl Progrems

League in Trichinopoly. Mr. Bakhale was a.mienbar
of the Bombay Brauch of the Red Cross. Mr. Gupte
attonded a Rural Workers’ ‘Trainiwgodiale bxmnﬁs-
ed by the C.P. Rural” Uphif# Board at Rahatgaon
and was a recipient ofiimisesifioAeiisemed 15 the
‘Board. ' Mr. VenkntammsnoBublisiad 1ehm iiinaial
Service Diractory” with the nssistance of the Inter-

natiopak; Fellomehiny Mry Ravpdhas, was, fhe. Hon.

v “aibal Yo 108v198" edi s betibe bua ,yiD &acod
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Provincial Secretary of the Bombay Presidency Baby
and Health Week Association and Mr., Nayanar
was associated with a similar body: iIn .Caliocut.
Messrs, Dube, Nayanar -and Kodanda Rao took
part in the celebrations of the 'centenary of the
death of the Rajsa Ram Mohan Roy, . D
Mr. Bakhale was persuaded to stand for a seat
in the Bombay Municipal Corporation in the in-
tercsts of the Rent Restriotion Bill he had introduced
in the Bombay Legisiative Counocil and was support-
ed in bis oandidature by Mrs. Sarojini Naidu among
others. At a lator stage, he withdrew in deference to
the strongly expressed wish of Mahatma Gandhi, who
desired that preference should be given to the rival
Harijan oandidate, who, in the event, was not
zeburned, L
Mr, Gokhale accompanied Mr. Joshi to Delbi for"
the Legislative Aseembly session and wrote “Parlia-
mentary Letters” to the BSerwani of India, the
Hilavada snd the Dnyan Prakash. Mr. Sahn
was appointed Secretary of the Utkal Sahitys Samaj
and organised several literary gatherings, inecluding
a Poets’ Conference.

- Mr, Sharangpani interviewed the munioipal
authorities of Jalgaon on behalf of the Harijany of
Jalgaon and secured a nominated seat for a Harijan on
the Municipal Couneil in addition to the elective sent.

Mr. Kaul wrote two books in Urdu—one a
gocial drama called “Kurbani” and the other a histori-
cal romance “Jahanara.” They are due for publication
in July next along with Hindi translations thereof,

Business Concerns.

With a view to create facilities for propaganda
and also to ensure, if possible, & steady revenus, |
howaver esmall, for the Soolety to supplement its
income from public subscriptions, the Boclety
manages the Arya-Bhushan and Dnyan-Prakash
Presses in Poona, the Bombay Vaibhava Press in
Bombay and the Hitavada Press in Nagpur. The
Servant of India and the Dnyan Prakash are
printed at the Aryabhushan and Dnyan Prakash
Pregsess and the Hifgvada at the Hitavada Press,
Messra. Patwardhan and V. H. Barve were in charge
of the presses in Poona and Messrs. Dravid and R, 8.

Gupte in Nagpur,
G.LP.E

The report of the Gtokbale Institute of Politics
and Economies follows, The investigations carri-
ed out by the Institute under the able direc-
tion of Mr, D, R. Gadgil, M. Lité. (Cantab.) are
of great importance and are in some respects
unique in India. It is hoped that the Government
and in partioular the Imperial Counocil of Agri-
cultura]l Research, as well as the publie, will
enable the Institute to expand its work,

Finance.

The inances of the Society have suffered consi-
derably during the year. The deficit amounted to
over Rs, 8,500, and the opening -balances of the
Bociety have been alarmingly reduced. The income
from donations during the year amounted to
Rs. 10,155, To those who made these donations the
Society offers its grateful thanks, It appeals to the

generous and discerning public to coms to the resoue | -

of the Society in its atruggle to keep up its present
activities and enlarge them as well:

Report of the Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics.

The report of the detailed investigation into the

marketing of fruit in Poona undertaken by the Insti-

s &
fute was published in November, 1933. The report:

covers 184 pages, has 19 tables and is flluatrated by..
5 photographe and 9 maps. The last chapter of the -

report containe nearly 50 recommeudstions in vari-
ous directions 'for fmproving the organimation of
fruit marketing,. Most of thess recommendations-
are of wide applicability. The report has been very
favourably reviewed by Important mewspapers, and.
oo-operative and other journals, Dr. Burns, Director
of Agriculture, Bombay Presidency, in writing to
the Director expressed the following opinfon regard--
ing the report: “ Your publication, No, 8, “A
Survey of tha Marketing of Fruit in Poona” is ex-.
traordinarily useful.”” A Marathi translation of the
report will be published during the ensuing year

and steps will be taken to induce various authorities

to take action on the lines indicated therein. As the.
next step in research in agrioultural economics it has
been determined to explore the possibilities of inves--
tigating the profitability of farming by the survey
method, This method, though widely used in other
oountries for profitability surveys, has not yst been.

attempted in India. There are many difficulties .

in the way; but very useful results are likely to
follow the successful establishment of this method.
Preliminary work in this direction hag already been
begun in the potato tract of the Khed Taluka (Dist.
Poons). , ! ‘

Mr. L. V. Gogato's work on the motar transport.
enquiry has now besn completed and it fs expected to-

issue a report embodying its results early during .

the next year. ;

The total number of M. A. gtudents enrolled at -

the Institute were during the year 40, of whom 4.
were research etudents. At the M, A. examinafion
held in April, 1933, 3 etudents of the Institute appag-
red, of whom 2 were successful (both these being
placed in the second olass). Mr. N. M. Joshi, 8
gcholar of the Institute, submitted a thesis on * Urban
Handiorafts of the Bombay Deocan.” The thesis
was approved for the M. A. degree and he was placed-
in the firat olass. The Institute’s scholara this year

‘were Mr, P. A. Padhye and Mr, B. A, Vaidya,

The following four lectures were delivered in
the Institute's series of popular lectures during the
year under report. Mr. D. R. Gadgil, * Reserve.
Bank”; Prof. D. &. Karve, * Fedoral Finance™:
Mr. X. T. Shah (2 lectures,) “ Worid Economio Crisis."”

Mr. D. R. Gadgil ocontinued to be & member of :
various authorities of the Bombay University and
the Indian Women's University and delivered his:
usual course of lectures at the T.ocal Self-Govern-

ment Institute.
‘ ( Concluded. )
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