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Toyice of the <Xech.

Parties Galore !

THE Nationalist Party has finally decided to
ologe its doors upon all who do not belong to the
Congress. It will consist exclusively of Congressmen
and will fight from within the Congress organisation
to win support for its anti-communal award sttitude,
It therefore calls itself very appropriastely the Con-
gress Nationalist Party, as the Das-Nehru Swaraj
Party called itself the Congress Swaraj party, though
when it was formed it was intended to fight certain
policies of the Congress from the inside. The Presi-

dent of the Congress, Sardar Vallabhbhai, objects to |

the Nationalist Party prefixing “ Congress” to its
name ; but this is a puerile objection, It only shows
the President's irritation and concern at the rise of
the party. He and the Mahatma himself have been
8t pains to tell Pandit Malaviya that his Party will
have no right to run “ Congress candidates,” to
which Panditji’s reply is very simple, that he never
intended to run them as Congress candidates; how
oould he when he wants his candidates to fight Con-
gress candidates ? Malaviyaji seems to be in dead
earnest—this time.
* * *

IT is true that as a special case the Nationalist
Party may admit toits membership a few non-Con-
gressmen. This concession offered by the Party to
non-Congressmen is just like the concession offered
by Mahatmaji to the Nationalists, We will allow, the
Mahatma bad said, a few Nationalists to be selected
as Congrees candidates by the Congress Parliament.
ary Board, if the Iatter body thinks of selecting them,
But Malaviyaji thought it demeaning to himseif and

his followers to accept such an offer; so will, we
guess, the non-Congressmen for whose benefit his
own offer is meant. Like Malaviyaji himself, non-
Congressmen too would like to be in any party not
on sufferance, but by right, for it is just possibie that
they too sre nok entirely deveid of self-respect.

% * . L ]

INDEED, if the Nationalist Party is to be limited
to Congressmen, where was the need of starting a
fresh organisation, when the Demccratic Swaraj
Party was nlready in existence ? The two Parties hold
identical views even to the smallest detail. Both
necoept the goal of independence; both awear by civil
disobedience ; both reject the communal award along
with the White Paper; and both even disown legie-
lative interferenoce in gocio-religious matters, What
further community of views ia desired by Malaviyaiji ?
Malaviysiji will naturally fall into the place of leader
in the Democratic Swarsj Party too. We think Mr.
Kelkar is quite right in holding the formation of
the Nationalist Party entirely superfluous,

* #* »

UNITY ig the supreme need of the moment. The
Nationalist Party has shown, however, just like the
Congress, that it too is oblivious of this supreme need
The Leader justly remarks in its issue .

The Congress haviag given up scivil disobedience, it
had before it a great opportunity of uniticg all the na-
tionalist forces in the o ountry on one platform, It threw
it away want only and unpatriotioally and has thereby
rendered one more publio disservice which will be ro-
membered against it. The primary responsibility for
this, as for 5o many other Congress blunders, must rest

-upon the head of Mahatma Gandhi. When Maslaviyaji
sfter charasteristio besitation and wavering separated
himsslf from the Mahatma and announced hiz Nationalist
Conferencs and deiiberately invited non-Congressmen to
it, it was hoped that the mischief was going to be undone
and that by far the greatest need for the country was
about to be fulfilled at last under the honoured laader-
ship of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. It must be
8adly eonfessed that this hope bas been cruelly blasted.

* L *

A Little too Previous.

MIRA]?EN. as our _London correapondent reported.
last week, is engaged just now in promoting & mes-
sage of good-will to the Mabatma, to be signed by
forwerd-looking politicians in England. The message
welcomes the Constituent Assembly plan of the Con-
gress and says that * a final, just and peaceful gettle-
ment between Great Britain and India’s 350 millions
. .- cannot be reached oexcept by honourable negotia-

tion :between elected represeniatives of our two
countries.” '

» * »

of 23rd August::
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Miss SLADE, in making this statement, assumes
that the Constituent Assembly, which is to carry on
negotiations with the British people on behalf of
Indis, will be composed of the elected representa-
tives of British India and the Indian States; that the
Congress stands for self-determination of Indian
Indie as well as British India; and that it will accept
an all-Iudia foderation only if the peopla of the two
Indias agree to it. We are afraid that Miss Slade is
& litsle too previous in informing the British publio
that the Constituent Assembly will include the
popularly eleoted representatives of the Indian States
as well as of British India. .

* * *

FOR, recently, Mr, Patvardhan sddrassed a fow
pertinent questions in these columns to the Congress
leaders on the point, and although the questions were
brought, in a responsible way, to the attention of
these leaders, the latter have not yet answered them.
A reply should have been forthcoming immediately if
there were no doubt in the leaders’ minds, Then they
would at once have said, “Of course ; it could not be
otherwige, If we want England to treat with the
people and not with the Government in British India,
we cannot stultify ourselves by refusing to treat
with the people in Indian States. If we ask England
not £o _imposa upon Britisk India s oconstitution
which is not acceptable to its people, we cannot be
consenting parties to the imposition upon the Indian
States’ people of a constitution which is nok acceptable
to them. Self-determination for British India and self-
determination for Indian India, That goes without
saying ; there cannot be any question about it,"

¥* * *

THE Congress leaders who are issuing at least
a dozen statements every day would have lost mo
time in issuing such & statement if they were quite
olear in their minds that what Mahatma Gandhiin-
tended to do by proposing the Constituent Assembly
project was to give to the people in the Indian States
the sama right to choose their own econatitution as he
claims for the people in British India. But the delay
that has occurred in giving the reply shows.that the
Congress leaders are a little puzzled about it, Per-
haps they are wondering what the DelphicOracle will
say to ir, considering that his attitude at the Rouad
Table Conference was a little dubious on the question
of the States, '

¥ * ¥

H S Miss Slade any authority for saying that
the Indian people as & whole will be represented in
-the Constituent Assembly and that the Congress will
-fight to get the constitution framed conjointly by the
:people in the two halves of India accepted by the
‘rulers of Indian States as it will fight to get it
‘aceepted by the ‘British Government? Woe daresay
whe has none, and if so, sha is clearly misleading the
innooent British publie, It is time shae put herself
right by issuing an explanatory statement to this
effect: * The Congress certainly stands for the self-
deotermination of the Indian people.  That is decided;
all that remains undecided for the moment is whether
thie right is to be limited to one section of the Indian

people or whether it is to be extended to both sections.
Just wait a little. The Congress is naking up its
mind about if. ¥

* »* »

The Temple Entry Bill.

THE Temple Entry Bill sponsored by Mr. Ranga.

Iyer has now been definitely withdrawn from the

conaideration of the Assembly befors whioh it waa
pending for the past year. The publio hostility to
the measure as brought out in the expressions of public
opinion was too pronouncad to agrue the Government,
to enable them, lend their support to it, and nothing
which fails to reoeive the blessings of the Government
has a chance of passing in the present Asssmbly, The
withdrawal of the bill was thua a mors tactical move
than its defeat which would have been a certainty in
view of the Government's opposition to it. Not that
their mind was made up against the Bill from the
very start. In fact they had no mind about it when
the Bili was first brought forward and would havesup-
ported it if they had found that it had public opinion
behind it. But the hostility escountered by it from
all quarbers, even including a section of depressed
class opinion itself, left them no alternative but to
come down strongly against the Bill.

* * *

PROGRESSIVE opinion was no doubt in favour
of the Bill; but the Government thought it repre-
sented a small minority. Even otherwise it could
not be eaid to have a locus standi in a matter
whose decision must, it was felt, be moulded
asccording to the dictates of orthodox opinion—a
viewpoini which can herdly bs acoepted as fsir
or correct. The opponents of the Bill also inclu-
ded most of the local Governments upon whom would
fall the brunt of the burden of enforcing its provi-
gions in cnse it was carried. They had serious doubts
ag to its practioability and were apprehensive of fre-
quent breaches of peacs as a result of its enforcement.

) * . »

WE do not know if the fate of the Bill will be in
the nature of a.rude shock to Mahatma Gandhi. At
one time he was in such dead earnest ebout the right
of temple entry for the untouchables being statuto-
rily recognised thal uniess our memory fails us, he
went the length of threatening s fast unless the
necessary legislation was passed by a particular date.
The grim prospecé led some legislators to introduce
hurriedly drafted pieces of legislation in their res-
pective legislatures and to msk for the grant of spe-
oial facilities for their being placed on the statote
book with equal haste. Unless the Mahatma's
enthusiasm for sacuring to the depressed classes the
legal right of worshippingin Hindu temples hasin
the meanwhile occoled down, his future course of
action designed to that end will be keenly watched
all over India. ‘

* * *

Sarda Act.

80 far a8 the Sarda Act is conoerned, Govern-
ment find themselves -between two fires. While
orthodox opinion waunts them to have the legislation

" yepesled, enlightened opinion is indefatiguable in de-

manding that it should be more strictly enforeed 80
that it may not, as now, become a dead letter. Curi-
ously enough, the latter view found expression last
woeek in the upper and less popular House of the cen-
teal logislature, while the lower and more popular
house very obligingly permitted Raja Bahadur
Krishnamachazi's bill seeking ¢o repeal the
Garda Act to be kept alive, in view of the
approaching dissolution of the Asgembly. We hopa the
new Assembly will know its business battar and not
allow this reactionary measure to pass.

* * *

BuT it is diffioult to see why eo much keeness
should be displayed by anybody upon the r_escmsiq_n
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of the Act when its existence is not felt as & hard-
ship by anybody, for, as pointed out by a speaker in
the Counacil of State, it is observed more in the braaph
than in the observance. This is facilitated by the exis-
tence, alongside British Indian territory, of States in
most of which early marriage is not banned. Thys
those who want to commit a breach of the Sarda Act
by the celebration . of 1narrieges of parties
below the prescribed minimum age ﬁ'_m? them-
selves able to do so with impunity if oniy
" they take the precaution of having the ceremony
performed within the limits of the adjoining State
territory. As long as the States do not cooperate
with the Indian Government in preventing such
marrieges, the purpose of the Sarda Act ean thus he
ensily defeated. Cannot paramountey be ocalled into
play for ensuring this co-operation ?

* ] [ )

OFFENDERS against the Aot escape scot-free by
reason of its own provision requiring & deposit before
a proseocution of the offenders can be launched. This
makea it almost impossible for private persons .fo
take any active interest in bringing the culprits to
book. The utmost that oan be expected of private
individuals is the supply of information of such con-
traventions to the police or whoever else may be the
competent authority. It should then be their busi-
ness to follow up this information with a prosecution
80 a8 to bring the offence bome. If such prosecutions
are made the responsibility of individuals, it is easy
snough to see that all hops of a stricter operation of
the Sarda Aect has to be given up for a good long time,
This would be really deplorable and must be avoided
at all costs,. While one can understand the desira-
blity of Government not moving too much in advance
of public opinion, it is up to them to see that the
1aws enacted by them are nob brought into disrepute
by their breaches escaping punisnment. Wanton
disobedience of law, whether by & Congressman or
anybody else, must be equally reprehensible to any
Government which has any respect for its own
deorees.

* * *
Mettur.

THE Mettur Dam whose inaugural ceremony was
" performed last week by the Governor of Madras is
officially described as the biggest block of masonry
in the world, bigger even than the Assuan Dam in
E_gypt, which till now heid the pride of place in the
list of irrigation works. The dam has taken a hun-
dred years to materialise since its first inception in
1834, andnine gince its ‘sanction in 1925 by the
Sacretary of State, But the actual work of construc-
tion waa completed in elose upon six years, the first
concrete in the foundations having been laid in
Aungust 1928. Its length is 5,300 fect and height 215
fget above the deepest foundations and 176 sbove the
river bed. The meximum width at foundatione is
stated to be 171 feet, while- its width on top 2014,
Tlge .pro:;ect' provides for a 60 square mile lske con-
taining 93,500 millien cubic feet of wster, Though
the sanctioned cost of the dam was Rs. 737 lakhs, its
actval cost is expected to be not much in excess of
Rs. 680 lakhs,on which & return of 6 per cent. is
hoped for. Theadditional ares which the dam will
irrigate has been put down at 3 lnkhs of acres. Itis

hoped shat the completion of the project will mesn |

added prosperity to the Madras presidency.

L 4 * *

THE wisdom of the construction of such large
rrigation works seemshowever to be doubted in son%e
quarters ; and the question is asked, as seems to have

' been done in the present case, whether it is wise to
encourage over-praduction which would be sure to
result irom the multiplication of such works. We
do not know if those who indulge in such criticism
mean to imply that the stage of over-production has
been already reached. If not, the criticism hasno more
tban acedemio interest and need not be seriously
considerad, But if otherwise, the figures of produc-
tion given in the speech of the Revenus Member
made on the occasion of the ceremony will not be
without their lesson to such critics. He has proved
that production in the southern presidency has failed
to keep pace with the increase in population. This,
as pointed out by him, has increased by 51 per cent.
during the laat helf a century, while the area cultiva-
ted with irrigation by only about 43 per eent and
that without it by about 29 per cent. It has also been
ascertained by careful official inquiries that Madras
is still far from being self-sufficient in the matter
of the produotion of its staple food, viz. rice. In
these ciroumstances it seems unnecessary for-
anybody to worry himself whether the additional
area that would be brought under cultivation by
the Mettur Dam will enhance preduction beyond
requirements.

> * *

Indians in Zanzibar.

THE Indian situation in Zanzibar is described as
“ geriously critical ” by Mr. Andrews who returned
to India on Saturday last after studying it personally
on the spot, As expected, the recent anti-Indian
legisiation received strong condemnation at his
hands, This, in his opinion, will drive many Indians
out of the country and deals 8 heavy blow to their
vested rights, It does not seem to be generally
reelised that the recent decrees which have aroused
a storm of Indian indignstion are of an emergency
nature to be followed in due ecourse by legislation of
& more permansnt nature embodying the better con-
sidered proposals of the Zanzibar Government for
the relief of sgricultural indebtedness.

* * *

ATTENTION may in this connection be deawn to
the appointment of & Commission to which the pro-
blem of agricultural indebtedness in the island hag
been remitted for eonsideration. The Commission
has for its president the Chief Justice of Zanzibar
and its four other membera inciude s representative
of the Indian community in the person of Mr. Taysab-
ali Rajabali, & practising barrister. Though in
view of the Indian interests at stake fairness required
more adequate representstion to the Indiapn commu-
nity on the Commission, Mr. Tayabali's selection
seems to have been favourably received by it The
Commission is charged with the duty of suggesting
measures for the relief of agriculturiste from debt;
but it has slso been specially enjoined to pay “ due
regard to the interests of the ereditors ” aa well. This
special direction to the Commission is generally beliov-
ed to ensure Indian interests receiving proper consider-
ation at its hands. The proceedings of the Commis-
sion will be private or public at the discretion of
the Chairman and its report is to be submitted before
the end of the yesr. It isto be hoped that the Indian
community in Zanzibar will by leading evidence
before the Commission and by other means open $o it
try ite best to influence the Commission into framing
its recommendations in & manner which will not
wantonly sacrifice Indian interests.
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TAKING STOCK OF OTTAWA,
I

IGURES for the total frade between India and the
United Kingdom given in the official report on
the working of the Ottawa Agreement during the

yoar 1933~34 are incomplete, Owing to $he undis.
tinguished destination of & large quantity of goods
gent in the first instance to the United Kingdom, and
the absence of fuller information which has not
been available for the present report, the share of the
United Kingdom in India’'s foreign ftrade as stated
therein has been exaggerated. Such figures cannot
fairly be used to establish any conclusions, Still the
report goes on fo say : “ The situation may be sum-
marised in the statement that although after the
Ottawa Trade Agreement the United Kingdom has
improved her position in the Indian market, there is
still & good desl of leewsy for her fo make up, On
the other hand, she proved to be an increasingly
important market for Indian goods.” The authors of
the official report are careful to say thaet these results
have followed after the Trade Agreement; they
have said nowhere that these are due to it. All the
same the conclusion et which a large majority of
lay resders, such as most members of the legiglature,
will arrive after the perusal of this statement is
bound to be that as s result of the Ottawa Agreement
India has benefitted more in the British markef than
England has in our own. In view of the inacoura-
cies and incompleteness of the figures of our exports
to the United Kingdom and inview of the impossi-
bility of isolating the effect of a single factor like
tariff preference from that of other more potent influ-
enoes, such as exchange variations and the world
economie fluctuations, a {favourable conclusion
with regard to Ottawa would be unsound.

But even taking the figures as they are, it is
necessary to analyse them much more oarefully than
has been attempted in the Report, It is poted that
the actual value of British imports into India has
fallen during 1933-34 to Re. 47,59 1lakhs, the figures
for the fwo previous years being Rs. 48,80 lakhs in
1932-33, and Rs, 44,81 lakhs in 1931-32. On the
.other hand exports from India to the United King-
‘dom in 1933-34 were, according to the official report
which has taken no account of actua! final destina-
#ion, Rs, 46,58 lakhs, as against Re. 36,96 lakhs in

1932-33 and Rs, 42,88 lakhs in 1931-32. The swollen
figure of Indian exports to the United Kingdom in
1933-34 is, of course, unreliable for the reason given.
But even with this figure we will be guilty of unwar-
ranted optimism if we do not take account of the
relative position of the United Kingdom and India in "
each other’s trade. ‘
In 1933-34 British imports into Indis were 41-2 -
per cent. of the total import trade of our coantry. .
This was an improvement of 44 per ocent. over the
previous year, In the case of India's exports to the :
United Kingdom we find that in 193334 the United
Kingdom took off 31-8 per cent. of our ‘total exports.
This was an improvement of 3-9 per cent. over the
previous year. Thus it is olear that England’s posi-

tion in our jmport trade has improved to an appre-
ciably greater extent than her position in our exports,
The parcentage of inorease in our purchases from the
United Kingdom is greater than the inocrease in the
United Kingdom's purchses from us. This is a olear
indioation of the direction in which the Agreement is
working, Amongst the important parts of the Empire
we believe India to bethe only one which hasin effect
offered to take more off the hands of British producers
than what it has prospeots to sell to British consu-
mers, The Dominiong, since the Agresment, have sold a
greater proportion of their produce to England but have
not to that extont increased their purchases of British
produots, India, on the other hand, is purchasing,
as g resulf of the Agreement, to a greater extent in
British markets than what we are selling there. In
go far as these figures, incomplete and unreliable
asthey are, can prove anything, they prove that
England has benefitted more from the Agreement than
India
WHEAT.

Wae are not, however, inclined to 1ay much store
by these generalised figures. We believe in watch-
ing the tendencies as they operate in individual items
which &re as free from disturbing influences as pos-
sible. The first item that is reforred to in the Repork
is wheat. Significantly enough during the two
years, 1932-33 and 1933-34, that the preference of 2
shillings per quarter granted by the Import Duties
Act has been in operation, the export of wheat from
India to the United Kingdom has been almost il
a8 against an export of about 17,000.tons in the
previous year. The Report goes on to say that this .
preference was never expected to be immediately
useful, that the local demand for wheat in India is
great, that the internal prices ara abovethe external
parity, and that with an improved wheat acreage as a
result of extensive irrigation schemes we might hops
for bettar results, One vital factor in the situation
has not, however, received from the authors of the
Report the attention that it dessrves.

The Report indeed mentions that the supply
position in 1933 precluded - any poseibility of a con-
piderable demand from the importing countries and
that the importing countries, ineluding the United
Kingdom, had reaped the best orops attained in the
post-war period. This, however is not the whole
truth nor, so far as England is concerned, the real
truth. The fact is that, under an intensely sutarchio
policy of national self-sufficiency, England itself is
encouraging the growth of its agriculture, Much of
the so-called complementary character of Empire
trade depends upon England oconcentrating upon
non-agricultural industries and the rest takingto
the production ‘of agricultural products for which
they are better fitted by nature. Political individual-
jam of nations even within the British Empire has,
however, been too sirong to enable, these healthy
tendencies of ecomomic co-operation to operate
nafuraily. Till recently it could be said that the
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solonies, or rather the Dominions, were the principal
factor in disturbing the course of the normal division

of labour within the Empire. Latterly, however,

England herself has takan to this course of develop-
ing England's rvesources in all articles of staple
consumption, irrespective of the costs involved. The
following figures for the wheat production of
England and Wales will illuminate the position.

PRODUCTION OF WHEAT IN ENGLAND

AND WALES,
Aoreage Prodnee
Year. { Thousand Acres ) { Thousand Quarts)
1929 1,330 5,650
1930 1,346 4,913
1931 1,197 4,418
1932 1,238 5,008
1933 1,660 7,013

The rise of a protectionist feeling in the Domi-
nions bas always been recognised as a eircumstance
militating against the prospects of any far-reaching
scheme of Imperial econmomic comsolidatfon. But
the rise of protectionism in England itself, and parti-

cularly in agricultural and allied products, is bound |

o be the desthblow to all such schemes. The danger

ie that the comparatively nnorganised snd uninstruct- |

ed forces of Indian natiopalism will be inadequate
to prevent unsuitable and unprofitable schemes being
planted upon our not too progressive economy. The
case of wheat is very instructive in this respect, as
wo believe that even with all the expansion of irri-
gation in India the facts of intensely self-sufficing
eoonomies in other parts of the world, including
U. K., will always act as an insuperable obstacle in
the way of our developing a brisk export trade in
wheat,
LINSEED.

The exports of linseed to ths United Kingdom
during the last few years illustrate another important
aspect of the preferential trade between India and
that country. The Oftawa delegation had hoped for
much in this respect and the following figures for

linseed exports during the last four years might at .

first pight be construed as a vindication of the - dele-
gation’s faith. ’
LINSEED EXPORTS OF INDIA.

(Thousand Tons. )
Empire Foreign
Yoar. | Totsl Exports. | U. K. | co0Puce, countries.
1930-31 256:8" 576 687 | 1881
1931-32 12003 141 244 959
1932-33 722 143 237 485
1933-34 37189 1752 1872 191-7

In assessing the significance of figures given
above several facts must be properly eonsidered. In
the first place it must be noted that linseed isa
crop which has always shown great variation in

. respeoct of its total produstion in and exports rro.n
India. In partioular it might be noted that before
the Great War the total production of linseed was as
& rule greater than in the later years. In 1911 the
total production of linseed in [ndia was 645 thousand
tons out of which as much as 522 thousands were
exported. The area under ona kind of oilseed is
indeed no index of the condition of oilseed producers.
But it is clear that the recent increase in the export
of linseed to the United Kingdom is by no means a.
very unexpeoted or exceptionally signifieant feature
of our economy. The fact that the figures for
1933-34 and those for 1932-33 given above vary so
widely gives room for a belief ‘that this is one of the
cases in ‘whioh final destination of. exports is un-
oertain, That the increased exports to the United
Kingdom and to other countries have had no appreci-
able significance on our producers as a whole will
ba olear from the fact thatthe acreage under linseed
in 1932-33 and 1933-34 was less than that in
.1931-32. The total acreage under oilseeds has in-
creased, but that under linseed has fallen. Clearly

-there is a good deal of diversion of demand rather

| than an increase in demand im this ease. The total

‘acreage under oilseeds has varied during the last
three years as follows,

_ AREA UNDER OIL SEEDS,
‘ { Million Acves. )

: Crop. 1930-31 | 1931-32 | 1932-33 1833-3¢
Linseed 30 33 33 26
Rape & Mustard 66 62 61 —_—
Sesamum 56 §6 60 —_
Caster 15 16 1'6 16
Groundaut 66 [ 535 74 81

It wil} be clear from these facts that no special
significance can be attached to the inoreased exports
of linseed to the United Kingdom recorded by the
as yet uncorrected figures for 1933-34. The extensive
failure of the American and Argentine Iinseed crops
further reduces the significanca of incressed Indian
exports to U. K.

( To be continued, )

WANTED A POLICY.

MHE Bombay Government has showa by what
it did in regard to the Trade Disputes Bill that
: it is capable of fuesing about guite a great deal,
, only if it knew what it should fuss about and how.
It saw & seriona danger in the growth of indus-
trial strikes in Bombay and made up its mind that it
must do something, The only trouble was that it did
not know just what it should do. '
Make the strike illegal? It must have played
“with the idea for gome time, but probably recoiled at
the thought that it would involve itz giving up its
conception of the traditional duty of a Government
merely to keep the ring between the workpeople and

the empioyers,
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In its search for a remedy in consonance with
this conception, it evidently hit upon the plan of an
attempt at conciliation as necassitating the least
amount of intervention. Ii had no time to lose; it
bad to get ready a draft bill for the Legislative Coun-
¢il gession which was drawing near.

It ordered a bill to be prepasred making it obli-
gatory to start conciliation proceedings whenevera
dispute had ocourred or was apprehended. Acoordingly
a bill was prepared in this sense,

But Government found what any man of eom.-
monsense could have anticipated, that to institute an
inquiry cz conciliation for every dispute, irrespec-
tive of its seriousness or dimensions would not be
quite the thing to do.

Afb onca s change was made sltering the whole
neture of the bill, From a mandatory it became &
permissive measure, .

But there is already central legislation of this
character. What then was the purpose of this measure?

Government membars had egain a brain-wave.

Ouar measure, they said, is permissive for us, but
it must be compulsory for the workpeople,

We may or may nobt initiate coneciliation pro-
ceedings, but when we choose to initiate them, the
workpeople must not sabotege them,

But why not? If the final outcome of the pro-
ceedings may either ba acoepted or rejected, what
harm 1if the proceedings themgelves be boycotted ?
And if boycott must not be sllowed, why did not the
central legislation itself make it illegal ?

The Bombay Government's only answer to it is :
The situation is serious and we must do something.
‘We must taxe drastic measures,

The drastic measure it thought of wasmeking the
picketing of conciliation proceedings a penal offence,

FREEZING

CONTRIBUTOR to the Hindu recently exhibited
deep concern at the poseibility of the units of
the would-be all-India federation being

allowed, in the India Act and the Instruments of
Accession as they will be finally adopted, to secede
at will. He is apparently a great constitutional
lawyer and draws upon alarge fund of constitutional
lore in emphaasising the mischiefs certain to result
from a sorbof companionate marriage between British
Indis and the Indian States, The British Indian
potiticians, in their anxiety to 'bring in the States
anyhow, have made so many unheard-of compromises
heretofore that he fears that if only the States ask for
the right being conferred upon them to ieave the fede-
ration when they feel like it, it will be granted fothem ;
and the likelihood is thet the Statea will ask for it.
*“The representatives of Indian States,” be says,
“ who have spoken sbout federstion are so little
convineced of the applicability of the truths deposited
by federal experience to Indian federation that they
may contemplate the possibility of Indian States
getting out of the federation if federation does not
coms up to their expectations.’’ The federal principles

to be punished with two years’ imprisonment and
Rs. 5,000 fine.

In England the punishment provided for intimis
dation &c. with a view to organising a general strike
is no more than three months or & fine of £20,

But our Government wanted to ba drastic and
nip in the bud the growing epirit of industrial un-
rest. It therefore wanted Indian workpeople to do
several times more months in gsol than British
workmen,

The labour representative in the Bombay Coun.
oil met the situation adroitly. He gave the Govern-
ment as long a rope as it had measured out for ftself,
Very well, he said, lot it ba three years. I will not have
it reduced. I should like to see how you faoce if out.

Then Government apparently had a Ewinge of
conscience. It had counted upon making a sort of
big gesture at the end of the debate by reducing the scale
of punishment. It had not, if must be inferred from
the sequel, made an attempt to suit the punishment to
the offonce. It had left itself quite a large latitude for
bargaining, But Mr. Bakhale baulked them of this
opportunity. He brought Government into a position
where there could be no bargaining and Government
for very shame was forced itself to move an amend-
ment reducing the punishment.

From thres years to six months! Punishinent
with Government does not sesm to be & moral issue
at all. It is just & matter of give and take. The civilis-
ed world, from fear of whose censure Government
reduced the term, will censure it all the wore when it
knows what motives actuated Government to do so.

Lord Brabourne's Government wants to fuss
about ; do let some one tell it what to fuss about
and how,

AUTOCRAOY.

have been s0 oallously thrown to the winda so far in
constitutional disoussions by the British Indian
politicians with & view to conociliating the Statesthat
it is not in theleast impossible, the writer thinks, that
they will earry their spirit of scoommodation a littla
farther and even agrae to secession on the part of the
States. Already the proposed federation resembles a
confederation in oertsin important respects; a
concession on this point will make it a complete
confoderation in every respect—a change which
appears to the writer as not at all unlikely. .
Ho then refers to the recent demand made by
Woestern Australia for seceasion from the Australisn
Commonwealth and shows how it is regarded with
the gravest apprehension by all who at all understand
the implications of a federal union. A federal
union is and must slways be, he emphasises, with
a wealth of quotstions from the texts of coanstitu-
tional writers, permanent and indissoluble. All that
he says on this point is a commonplace of constitu-
tional law, which cannot be challenged. But there
is one thing which he ignores in applying this
maxim of constifutional morality to the proposed
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Indien federation. As he himself snys, tre Australian
federation was “demanded and framned by the Aus-
tralian people”™; that “although the Commonwealth
of Australia Bill of 1900, which established the federal
government of the Australian Commonwealth, was
introduced in and passed by the British Parliament,
it was made clear throughout the debate that the
Imperial Parliament was only according legsal sanc-
tion to the decisions of the people and statesmen of
-Australia, as the late Mr. Joseph Chamberlain
' pointed out in the speech he made in introducing the
Bill to the Government of the day and asked Parlia-
ment to accept ‘without demur every point in the
Bill, every word, every line, every clause which deals
- exolugively with the interests of Australia.’” Further-
more, the writer points out—and this is most im-
portant—that “there is provision in the constitu-
“tion of the Australian Commonweslth for changes
in the constitution.” If the constitution made is
-initially such as meets with the hearty consent of
the people in every State joining the federation, and
if precaution is taken in advance to provide a machi-
nery within the framework of the organie law itself to
meet amicably any discontent that may subsequently
-arise in regard to any particular provision of the
- constitution, then surely there is every moral ground
for ruling out secession for all time. All othet
federations too that have come into being so far have
been based on the consent of the people and are capa-
-ble of being modified in accordance with a changa

in the popular wishes ; and it is but right therefore |

$hat these federations are of an interminable charaoter,
But the federation that is contemplated in India

does not fulfil these conditions : itis neither the resuj:
-of 8 mutual agreement befween the peoples in ths
various territories which are to form the component

: parts of the federation; nor is it susceptible of future

-modifications that may be desired by them. This
being the case, would it be ai all right to make such

-8 federation indissoluble like the rest? Imperma-
nence may be the only merit of & federation that is
forced, as permanence is the crowning merit of a
federation that is voluntary. It can therefore bs
~argued that, in India, instead of the States being
‘prevented from going ouf of the federation when
they find it inconvenient to remain inside, the British
Indian provinces {oo may wsll b given the right to do
80, The Hindu correspondent sees insuperable aobjec-
tion to such a *federstion-at-wiil.” He says, the
States ' may hesitate and refuse to join the federatioa.
But once they join the federation, they must stick
to it, whatever happens.” This of course is the
orthodox theory about federation, bui he is entirely
wrong in calling the Indian faderation a “federation-
-at-will.” It is in fact & “federation-against-will” and
baing s0,demands,as a correstive, “‘secession-at-will."
“Our politicians have been wrong in agreeing to
violent depsrtures from the normal type of federation
indevising our federation; but they will be very wise,
one may humbly suggest, in refusing to follow the
normal type in this one particulur and deliberately
providing to each party, without reference to the con-
-sent of the other, an escape from a union which is
admittedly forced,

It is not sufficiently recognised in India—or
rather our politiocinns of set purpose ignore the point
—that the federal constitution, as the proposals stand
at present, when onoe adopted, will not be open to
future amendment except with the individual con.
sent of the innumerable States .that will each form a
constituent member of the federation, The msignifi-
canoce of this must be properly appreciated. It is not
as if no provision has been made in the proposals
for a reasonably easy process of modifying the con-
stitution in fufure; but it is provided that no
modification will come into effect in any State unless
that State sgrees to it. The element of compulsion,
implicit in all popular bodies where majority rule
prevails, is totally excluded. However large the
majority behing a decision eoncerning constitutional
smendment in the federal legislature, it will hava
no binding force upon a State which doss not of its
own acoord conform to it. The result of sealing

' the constitution in this way against awmendment

in future cen be easily foreseen. 'When nomination
of the States’ representiatives by the Princes is
once agreed to, as has been agreed to even by
Gandhiji, election can never be enforced in any
State at any time to come, With & permanent con-
stitution the defects too become permanent, and the
initial injustices petrify. If sutocracy is permitted
at the start it freezes, and there is no liquefying it
at any fauture time., In faot, our politicians oughs

' not only to have protested agninst what amounts to

a power of vetoing all future alterations of the con-
stitution that is conceded to all the Princes, big and
smail, but they ought to have seen to it that a distinet
provision exists in the constitution for its orderly
raevision as occasion may require.

Look ai; fhe Versailles Treaty of Peace, for in-
stance, It was, of course, a dictated Treaty;in no
former treaty did the victors impose, as Walter

| Lippmann has said, such humiliation, injustice, and
| exorbitant exactions upon the prostrate foe. But

even these victors, terribly harsh as they were, pro-
vided in the treaty a machinery for its future revi-
sion. It is not pretended here that the machinery is
at all satisfactory ; the early idealism of the peace

- negotiators could not .translate itself into reality.

Still the fact remains that future alteration of the

treaty is not only not blocked but definitely prbvid...
ed for. The treaty coniains guarantees for the

. maintenance of territorial boundaries forever and

requires the use of sanctions against aggressors, bug

' it was clearly seen by those diplomats who took
' part in the Peace Conference that these clauses.
- could not
. at the same time provision was made for neces-
 sary

be inserted in the treaty uniesg
adjustment and revision of its territorial
sections, Lord Robert Ceocil (as he then was)

and President Wilson were particularly firm about
this. They would not be instramental in perpetu-

ating, as would be the case if no olause aboyut
revision of the trealy was inserted, the injustices
involved in the territorial distribution contemplated
by the freaty, Wilson's instructions on this point
were: that the treaty must provide for “ political
independence and territorial integrity plus later
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alteration of terms and alteration of boundaries if it
could be shown that injustice had been done or that
conditions had changed.” Lord Robert Cecil was not
only for providing means for revision of boundaries
but also for treating in a drastic manner parties un-
willing to recognise the validity of such revision
( wde Foreign Policy Associstion's Information
Service, Vol. V, No. 8 }, for there were many st the
time who held the treaty to be sacrozanot, Iinally,
Artiole 19 was inserted in the Covenant of the League
of Nations, which runs as follows:

* The Assembly may from time to time advise the re-
consideration by Members of the League treaties which
have become inapplicable and the consideration of inter-
national conditions whose eontinnancge might endanger
the peaoe of the world.”

This indeed is & watered-down wversion of the
original proposals, but even so It is wvaluable
The Allied Powers prided themselves upon it: they
claimed that the treaty was s just settlement but,
more than this, they could point to the fact, as they
did in their reply to the German Delegation, that the
treaty * creates the machinery for the peaceful ad-
justment of all international problems by discussion

and consent, whersby the settlement of 1919 itself
can be modified from time to time to suit new faots
and conditions as they arisa.” There is 8 difference-
of opinion as to whether the Assembly's decision is
to be taken by a unanimous or & wmsjority vote: but
it is enough to point out that there are distinguished
authorities who hold tbat & bare majority is enough,
and the prineipal virtue that they pee in Artiole 19 of
the Covenant is that * interestead parties would be
unable to block action in the Assembly.” But what-
ever the correct interpretation be, it has to be remem-
bered that these are the terms that were imposed by
the victors on the vanquished. Can there bsa any
justifieation whatever for our politioians not only
agreeing to unsatisfactory provisions to start with, .
but agreeing to retain them without a possibility of
8 change in future? This, undoubtedly, is the
gravest defect in the constitution.

But if the constitution is to be unamendable,.
because the Princes want it so, the only course open
to us British Indians is to take the Princes at their-
word and agree to the right which they ask for, viz-
secession at will, and claim it for ourselves.

‘OBSERYER.

SETTLEMENT OF INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES.

HE Bill incorporating the proposals of the Bom-
bay Government for the settlement of industrial
disputes, particularly in the textile industry,

in the city and suburbs of Bombay was passed this
week by the Legislative Couneil in spite of tpe
oppoeition offered by Mr. R. R. Bakhale on behalf
of labour. The measure consists of two distinct
parts, one providing machinery for inquiry and
conciliation through a permanent Conoiliator to be
appointed by Government and the second providing
for the creastion of the post of a Labour Officer to
watch the inferests of labour by informally nego-
tlating with the employers and generally to help in
the sottlement of disputess The proceedings in the
Council bave made it abundantly clear that the
Bombay Government had not givem serious consi-
deration to the problem and did not know their own
mind. Being sure of the subservienoce of the Council
they also omitted to go through the stage of a Select
Committea. As there is very little likelihood of any
serious Iabour unrest breaking out immediately,
thera was no justification for the hsate and the lack
of mature consideration and the omission to consulk
the opinion of the public and of the interests affected.
The Bill as published in the Gazeffe had imposed

an obligation upon the Conciliator to start concilia-
tion proceedings when he was convinced on the
applioation of one of the parties to the dispute or upon
a report of the Labour Officer that a dispute existed
or was apprehended. It is true that the clause as it
stood was tco wide and would have covered very
gmsall and even flimsy complaints, This arose from the
fact that the proposal was not given by Government
the detailed eongideration that it required. Bat this
defect could have been easily removed by restricting
the obligation to well-defined disputes involving

8 stated number of workers. If the taking of con--
cilistion proceedings had been made obligatory upon
the coneiliator, the obligation fmposed upon the two-
parties to the dispute to take part in the proceedings
by electing delegates to represent the two sides
and even not to obstruct the proceedings In any
manner might have been justified. But at the first:
reading stage the Government changed their intention
and proposed an amendment placing it within the
discretion of the Coneiliator, to take the conciliation
proceedings or not. This was s fundamental change-

and knocked the bottom out of the case for legislation

different from the Trade Disputes Aot of the Govern--
ment of India which already provides for discretion-
ary conoiliation proceedings. The case for imposing
an obligation to take couciliation proceedings was.
very strong as even the Royal Commission
on Indian Labour bhad remarked that the Provin-
cial Governments including the Bombay Govern--
ment had shown great reluctance to use the Trade-
Disputes Act when the action was left to their die-
cretion. As the obligation to take coneciliation pro--
ceedings has been given up, the difference between
the Trade Disputes Act of the Government of Indis
and the new Bombay legislation is that in former-
the discretion to take proceedings is left tothe.
Provinoial Government and in the latter to the
Conoiliator. If the Conciliator turns out fo be an in-
dependent and impartial person this change, small
though it is, may prove to be an improvement in this-
one respect as the Bombay Government who have
gssumed the role of a bandmaid to the Millowners™
Association have shown themselves incapable of
acting impartially in an industrial dispute.
Unfortunately even this small improvement is-
noutralised from the point of view of Iabour, If th--
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~taking of the conciliation proceedings is leff to the
discretion of the Coneciliator, taking part in the
. proceedings should have also been left to the dis-
eretion of the two parties to the dispute, But the
Bombay legisiation provides that if the workers do
not appoint delegates to take part in the conciliation
proceedings, the Labour Officer shall act as their
represeutative and has made it a penal offence to
‘preach =& boyoott of the proceedings befors a
-conciliator. Bolth these provisions are unjuatified.
Moreover, in compelling parties to the dispute to take
part in proceedings, the Bombay Government seem to
have forgotten that they are not providing for a compui-
sory arbitration where the award of the Arbitrator
- is binding on both parties, but that their legislation
is providing only for conciliation, which means
merely that an effor will be mada to bring about
voluntary agreement, and such a voluntary agree-
ment surely cannot ba brought about by compeliing
parties to take part in Conciliation proceedings. You
-can take a horse to the water but you oannot make
bim drink it. If the proceedings are to end only in
an inquiry, the provision made to compell the atten-
dance of witnesses is sufficient. . Similarly the provi-
sion made to invest the Labour Officer with the capa~
¢ity of the delegate of the workers against their
wishes is futile as they will certainly refuse to give
-effect to any agreement which he may make with the
-employers, as suck agreomeont is voluntary and not
an award by an Arbitrator fo be imposed upon dis-
puting parties.

Another aspect lost sight of by the Bombay
Government in making provision to disqualify a
delegate appointed by the workers and to give the
Labour Officer the power to act as a labour
delegate where workers decline to appoint
-delegates, is that where conciliation procesdings fail
to bring about an agreement the report of the inquiry
-ghould give some guidance to public opinion as to
the merits of the dispute and the part played by
both parties 5o that pressure of public opinion may
be exercised to bring round the recalcitrant party to a
reasonable attitude. But if the Labour Officer is to
put labour's case before the .Conciliator against
ts wighes, the public will not be satisfied
with his presentation of the case as proper
guidance. The sub-section laying down oom-
viction for an offence punishable with imprison-
ment for six months as a disqualification to be a
delegate has been.deleted and tlie general power
given to the Conciliator to disqualify any one whom
he thinks fit is to be exercised after the proceedings
are started, presumably if he shows unwillingness to
-comse to an sgreement. The savage sentence of
imprisonment for two years and & fine up to five
thousand rupees has been considerably reduced. But
these improvements do not alter the vicious princi-
ple underlying these clauses and objection to them
‘8till remaina. The clause making the preaching of
& boyoott of the conciliation procesdings & penal
wffence is nominsally applicable to both workers and
their employers. But in most of the industrial dis-
putes while the number of workers involved is large

and consequently open propaganda is unavoidable in
their oase, the employer is generally. one person or
a company and so no propaganda is necessary in the
oase of the employers. Even in the rare cases where ..
the employing party consists of several persons or
companies they can communicate with each other
privately and secrstly and thus avoid the consequen-
cos of instigation to boycott the proceedings. More-
over, to impose a sentonce of imprisonment for
actions which are not in themselves offences but are
created as such for special purposes is inconsistent
with the policy so far followed by Government
in the Faotories Aot where  breaches
of law involving even danger to human life
are punished with only fines. This leads one
to suspeot that Covornment is not willing to
impose imprisonment upon employers for even
serious offences committed by them, but is willing
to let them off with fines which they can easily
pay. One can even understand this diserimination
on the ground that the workers do not have money
to pay fines, but, curiously enough, the workers
have to undergo imprisonment without escaping fines.

The bias of Government in favour of employers
is also observed in another clause where failure to
appoint delegates by the employers ia created an
offence punishable with fine up to the limit of a
hundred rupees per day. In industrial disputes where.
the employers are prepared to face large finanoial
losses and especially where meeting the demand of
the workers involves serious addition to their current
exponditure, the employera can very easily defy the
law and pay a fine of a hundred rupees a day, which
in many oases will hardly exceed the amount of
their stakes at bridge tables. Not only is the puni-
shment intended for the employera for this offence
so light as to enable them to defy the law, but Gov-
ernment during the Council discussion have now
altered the clause so much that the compulsion on the
employers to take part in' conciliation proceedings
is completely removed by taking away from the
conciliator the power to try this offence and impose
punishment, which seems to be the intention of the
original provisions. The legisiation as has emerged
from the Council now provides that bsfore any pro-
seoution is launched for this offence previous sane-
tion of the Government ought to be obtained and the
offence can only be tried by the Presidency Magis-
{rate or a Magistrate of First Class. A self-respect=
ing oonciliator will hesitate to take the risk of a re-
fusal by Gorernment to sanction prosecution and he
will, therefore, be himself reluctant to start concilia-
tion proceedings when the employers are unwilling
and will either act upon the application of the
workers after ascertaining the willingness of the
employers or only upon the applioation of the
employers or in each cass of an applioation he will
have first to consult the Government
privately whether they will stand by him
if the employers refuse to take part in the pro-
ceedings. The conciliator will thus ba severely
handicapped. Moreover taking the sanction of the
Government and afterwards fo oarry on the pro-
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secution will necessarily involve a long delay,
which fitsslf will serve the purpose of the unwili-
ing employers, These amendments will thus pra-
ctically take away the compulsion on the em-
ployers to take part in conciliation proceadings.

The digerimination made in imposing effective
restriotions upon the workers and giving practical
freedom to the employers is likely to have serious
consequences and frustrate the very objeot underly-
ing this legislation. In the first place, the machi-
nery for conciliation is likely to be used only when
there is a probability of the workers losing. Secondly,
on account of the one-sided use of machinery the
workers will begin to look upon the machinery with
hostility and gradually the hostility will be trans-
ferred from the machinery to the conciliator himself,
Thirdly, the workers will lose faith in the method of
conciliation itself and will believe in fighting to
the finish. Lastly, the workers will lose confidence
in the impartiality of Government. This is directly
and effectively playing into fthe hands of the com-
munists. '

The proposal to creats the post of & Labour.

Officer to watch over the interests of and help the
workers to secure the redress of their grievances is
an experiment worth trying in the present unorgsa-
nised state of the workers. In any case the Labour
Officer will keep the Governtent better informed
regarding the condition of the workers. As regards
his usefulness in & more constructive field anuch
will depend upon fhe personality of the officer
gelected. Moere knowledge of the langusge of the
workers is not enough. What is needed is sympathy
and a faith that the working classes have rights
which must be recognised and aspirations for the
fulfilment of which they must be given full opportu-
nities and free scope. It must be frankly stated that
work of the best of Labour Officers will not
be successful unless he iz sliowed to work
in a friendly atmosphere wherein he will be given
full confidence by the workers. It is, therefors,
necessary that the Government should nob place
this irritating piece of legislation on the statute
book. The Trade Disputes Aect of the Government
~ of India provides quite a suitable machinery for
conciliation If Government is not willing to take
upon itself the obligation to enquire into and make
efforts at conciliation in every serious industrial
dispute. If legislation 1is necessary to equip
the Laboar Officer with sufficient authority to per-
form his funotions separate legislation may be
undertaken, ' .
D o - N, M. JosHIL.

Owr London Letter,

(BY AIR Mar.,)
( From Our Correapondent, )

) LoNDoN, .August 17,
, . A MAHASABHA DELEGATION ?
V'HE Manchester Guordian this week contains a

report that Malaviyaji and Dr. Moonje are  to
- lead a deputation to this country on behalf of

the Hindu Mahasabha, in order to oppose and seoure
the re-opening of the Communal Award. The news
is somewhat surprising in view of the flat contradia-
tion sppearing in the Indian papers just to hand.
Moregver it is extremely diffioult to see what useful
purpose could be served by the dispatch of such a.
delegation at this junoture. The Award rendered by
the Prime Minister is surely the one part of the
Government’s proposals upon which there would be
virtual unanimity among all the parties in this
oountry, and even as between those who support and
those who oppose the general principlea of the White
Paper. When the Award was announced it was cleay-
ly declared that the Government would in no eir-
cumstances contemplate any modification of it except
as agreed to by the communities concerned. It waa
in pursurance of this deolaration that the part of the
Award relating to the depressed classes was modified
after the Poona agreement. ‘

But unless there is a similar agreement between
Hindus and Mohamedans of which at present there
appears to be not the slighiest likelihood, it is diffi--
oult to see what useful purpose such s deputation as
that above referred to could possibly hope to achieve,
Almost certainiy it would involve tha dispateh of a -
counter-demonstration from the Muslim side and we
should then have the unedifying spectacle of two
groups of Indians, both of them purporting to be con-
cerned with the national welfare, but squabbling in
publie, and each declaring the proposals of. the
other to be dangerous to the future of the country.

The position would be atill more complicated
and embarrassing if it were to be found that whilst the
Mussalman delegation were supporting the White-
Paper propossals, the Mahasabha delegation were to-
condemn them, and were itself to be repudiated, as
would be very probable, by other Indian nationalist
bodies and organisations. The only possible conse«
quenence would be the alternative of an even weaker
constitution than the maximum one upon which
sgreement can be found in the present state of public
opinon hers, or even no constitution at all, British
friends in India, of all party affiliations or of none
would regard such a display of disunity in London
among Indian representatives as an unmixed evil,
sud as calculated fo Jring India into the most seriocus
diseredit, and those only in England wounld af sll
profit from it who seek to thrive upon a dispaly of
communal differences, The Morning Post would re-
joioe greatly thereat. :

In saying thia it is quite unnecessary to expresa.
any opinion upon the relative merits or demerits
pither of the Communal Award or of the various
communal points of view, It is merely a plain state-
ment of the way in which the matter would be bound
to be regarded in England, where the message would
of a certainty be given. Your communal disputes.

‘must be settled among yourselves and in India. When

you are in agreement, let us know.
OF IRTEREST TO INDIA.

This week six Members of Parliament Ileft
London by air on a visit to Uganda and Tanganiyka
where they are to study some of the local problems,
These delegates of the Empire Parlinmentary Assooi-
tion are Sir John Wardlaw-Milne (Chairman of the
Delegation), Colonel J. Sandemsn Allen, Mr, Clifford
Glossop, Mr. A. T. Lennox-Boyd, Captain Peter Mac-
Donsld, and Mr., W. L. McEntee. Among other
things they will study the system of native adminis-

| tration end they will investigate problems of produc-

tion and marketing of coiton and coffee- Two mem-
bers of the delegation will slso procoed to Zansibar
at thae invitation of the British Resident. It is to be
boped that the Indian communities of these places .
will, foresaking their usual attitude of indifference,.
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anake 8 apecial point of seeking contaot with the dele-
gation and communicating fo them their own parfi-
<ular problem.

Two letters from high ex-Public Health officials
have appeared in this week's Times, strongly contro-
verting an arficle appearing in that papsr not long
ago on the subject of improvements in publio health
-gecured in the Indian provinces sinoe the transfer to
zesponsible Indian Ministers under the Montagu
Reforms. It would be interesting to see what sort of a
controversy wiil be raised by this correspondence and
what advantage will be taken of it by the diehard
-element here.

. Iunderstand that some friends of the Mahatma
are anxious that primarily in the interests of health
‘but also in order that he may be the better under-
stood here, he should pay a further visit to this ecouns
‘try. From what I kuow of him I should think that
.it would be’ extremely improbable that he should

-aocept this point of view. Indeed, there are other |

friends who would strongly advise him not to come
pera unlesa he could assure them that he would do so
in far differant oircumstances and under far differont

gonditions than on the last oocasion. Then .he could |

-hardly ecall his soul or his body his own. Every
moment of his time was more than mortgaged and
very often on behalf of causes and interests only
secondarily concerned with himself, his welfare, and
the cause that he represented. Unlees he is able and
permitted to live a life of severely restricted activity,
permitting him to recuperate his strength and not to
-exhaust it still further, and to hold quiet converse
‘with the few people whom it would be important for
him to meet, I very much fear that but littie practi-
-cal utility would result from such a visit, which
would add nothing to his strength or vigour, but
-only to his anxietios. T

SHORT NOTICE.

FORWARD, OH TIME| By VALENTINE KATAEYV,
Trs, from the Russian by CHARLES MALA-
MUTH. (Gollancz.) 1934, 21em, 432p. 8/6.

RUBSIAN literature such as is here flourished for
review is as stormy, frothy and indeterminate as
the violent agitation that gives it birth, Valentine
Katsev wields a powerful literary brush: but so
erratic and splashy are its touches that they give
rise to a8 many interiudes alive with passion as they
-betray disjointed shallows.

The gigantic operations of the Five-Year Plan

~ara in prograss; a seething massof humanity is strug-

gling hard to construct a socislist beaven. This

in the lurid stage on which * flickering moross the

windows from left to right swirls the obelisk : Europe
—Asia. Does that mean that we are in Asia ?

‘We are moving toward the East at a terrifie speed
and we oarry the Revolution with us. Never again
shall we be Asia”,

Progress_iva energy such as this may possess an
elem.et_lt_ of impatience, intolerance and *“creeping
empirioism,” but without it there is neither a revo-
lution nor the will to make the arid and forbidding
steppe fruitful .and- populous with eoities.
Bolsheviks stand between two worlds—between two
cultures”, and they relesse “the anarchy of spaads,
of shythms™ all for the economic glory of Russia,
Men of conternplative natures there are like Mr. Ray
Raoupe of this novel who from mistrust of scisnce
3ttempt to stay the hand of time and who slso write

venomous diatribes against the maching,” They
neither build, heal, nor raiss harvests. But these
others who do not have a single characteristic “ in-
dicative of religion”, they spring marvellous sur.
. prises in the shape of new sooialist cities for hundred

.

“The

and fifty thousand workers and servicemen. With
genuine heroism they declare, on their “firm, invio.
Iate, Stalinist word,” "We shall conquer nature and
we shall bring back its lost paradise to humanity.
We shall surround the Continents with warm
streams, We shall compel the Arotic oceans toproduce
billions of kilowats of electricity.”

- All is futurist high-tension in Ruesia; perilous
regenerators of their counfry march past our view
and become imuwortalised for their single-hearted
devotion to a matorialist ideal. On cceasions Ksataev
oatches flecting glimnpses of this vision and at other
times he falls flat. ‘ '

On page 164 there takes place a dialogue between
two opposing propagandists, the Bolshie and the
Yankee,—which reads like the nursery story of “walk
into my parlour.” .

K, VENUGOPAL RaoQ,
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NATIONALIST CONFERENCE RESOLU-
TIONS.

Following is the text of some of the resolutions passed
by the Congress Nattonalist Party Conference which met
at Calcutta on August 18 and 19 under the gresidency of
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya.

HAT the party called the Congress Nationalist
Party be constituted with the object of carrying

on agitation agsinat the Communal Award and the
‘White Paper both in the Legislature and outside and
setting up eandidates for election to the Legislative
Agsembly forthe promotion of that object. Every Cons«
gressman who subseribes to the party’s objeot as
defined sbove shall be eligible as member of the party.
The candidates for election to the K Legislatura shail
be selected from among the Congressmen who are
members of the party DBut in special cases, the party
may support Nationalists as eandidates for election
to the Legislature who subscribe to the objest of the
party and agree to abide by its rules in the Legis-
lature.

That, in view of the opinion which has been
expressed in the ecountry against the decision of the
Working Committee in relation to the Communal
Awsard, the Working Committes of the Congress ba
requested to convene a meeting of an All-India Con-
ghess Committee at an early date with a view to
revise the said decision,

That this Conferenoa eonsiders the proposals for
constitutional reform contained in the White Paper
as wholly unsatisfactory and reactionary. The Con-
ferenve is thoroughly opposed to the scheme as &
whole. ‘ ‘ <

That this Conference records its strong dizap-
proval of the Governmeni’s decieion on the Com.a
munal problem which hag been wrongly called the
Communal Award as it retains and exfends the evil
of separate communal olass elsctorates ; provides sta-
tutory majorities with separate electorates which are
tatal to the development of representation upon
national basis, on which alone the system of respon-
gible. government can possibly be rooted; is caleula-
ted to impede the growth of common national feeling
and accentuate communal bitterness ; is grossly
unfair to the Hindus, particulsrly in the Central
Legislature, and Hindu minocrities in the Punjab,
Bengal, Assam and S8ind, where they have been sal-
lotted geats leps than what their proportion entitles
them to and givesto Europeans, particularly in Bengal
and Assam, an excessive representation at the expense

.both of the Hindus and the Moslems, The Qonference
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is of 0piﬁion that the system of responsible govern<

ment can be based only on joint electorates and
not on the anti-national system of representation
such as the Communal Award provides for.

MUSLIM UNITY BOARD'S MANIFESTO.

The following manifesto has been issued by the
Muslim Unity Board under the signalures of Nawab
Mohamed Ismail Khan, Muaulana Shaukat Ali,
Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman, Mr., Maswood Ahmed, and
Syed Zakir Ali —

EE Muslim Unity Board, which consists of
almost all Muslim political organisations of
India enjoying public confidence, hereby

informs the Mussalmans that unity has beenachieved
among all such political groups who have been
sincerely serving their community and the country
and are their real well-wishers.

On December 17, 1933, the Muslim Unity
Board was established scoording to an agreement
arrived at between different Muslim organisations
which command the membership of tried and selfless
Muslim workers,

The manifesto after referring to the resolutions
passed by the Unity Board regarding the Communal
Award and the appeal for unity among the different
communities by mutual settlement, says:

These resolutions brought about a happy change
in the outlook of the country regarding communal
matters and certain other organisations adopted the
same attitude regarding the Communal Award as was
taken by the Unity Board.

THE WHITE PAPER,

As regards the White Paper proposals the
Muslim Unity Board shares the declared opinion of
almost ali responsible political organisations. The
proposals fail to confer complete provincial autonomy,
por do they give the residuary powers to the
Provinces, They are much below the demand and
expectations of Muslims. and are only a travesty of
freedom and self-government, They are not at all in
accordance with the principles enunciated in Clause
I of the resclution of the Muslim Conference on this

question and since the Mugsalmans in this very-

resolution -had made a solemn deolaration that no
constitution, by whomsoever
scceptable to them unless it conforms with the
principles laid down in the said resclution, the
Muslim Unity Board cannot accépt the White Pnper
proposals and will strive to achieve for Indiana the
right to frame their own constitution.

COMMUNAL AWARD.

These representatives of the Bosrd will not
allow any change in the existing Communal Award
till such time as an agreed settlement is arrived at,
which alone can replace the Award, They will try
{0 secure the political and economic freedom of the
country.
through which amioable relations could be created
between capital and labour and landlord and tenant
and which would remove unemployment,

REPRESSIVE LAWS,

The Board considers that all such “repressive”
jaws ghould be repealed which hamper the freedom

"of the Press and speech and the right to assembie

framed, would be |

They will introduce or support such laws -

and which have robbed the citizens of their natural”
end fundamental rights.

It would be the duty of the representative of the
Board to protect the Islamic Shariat and to oppose
any interference with it. In case of any Bill ocom--
ing before the Assembly which interferes with reli--
gion the representatives will be bound to advocate

the correct religious point of view after consulting
the Ulema.

The Board earnestly appeals to the Muslim
voters to the Legislative Assembly to cast their votes.
only in favour of the candidates set up by it.

P——r ———
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THE CONGRESS STRADDLE.
TO TER EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

SIR,—Your notes in last week’s imsue on the
attitude of the Congress, or on the lack of any attitude,.
with regard to the Communal Award, could not have
been more convincing, Notf only is it necessary to
harp upon this aspect in view of the potential danger
of this equivocal position regarding the future constitu-
tion but also from the poiat of view of a none-too-ex-
perienced electorate in India which ia likely to lose
all faith in party-programmes if such & body as the
Congress is obliged fo straddle on this issue. The term-
‘straddle’ is used in American politios to express an
aot of not holding a view clearly and positively
divergent from others.

“ It means, indeed, having a leg in each ¢amp
and not standing with both in your own; it means .
floating in the middle air because the camp has no-
firm soil,” I think this description is not an fnocor-
reot eatimate of the position of the Congress. Does
it mean further that the Congress i§ driven to ocare
more for the maohine than for the political edueation
of the average voter, who will not understand this
vague and negative attitude? He would more
easily follow the lead given by Pandit Malaviya
and Mr. Aney than the official view of the
Congress,—Yours, etc,

27h Aug. A LOOKER-OR.
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