AN

bt W
L-
m..." ]
3
[ 7]
S
=
2 Epmon: P. KODANDA RAO.
OrFIcE ¢ SERvANTS oF InDIA Sociery’s Houme, Poona 4.
| AN Bs. 6,
VoL XVIL, No. 17}  POONA—THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 1934 { Jionmay SUBSK. 75 &

CONTENTS.
. Page

Toros OF THE WEERE, - - w 193
ARTIOLES 3=
India’s Right to Self-Determination. .. - 195
Caste and Outcaste—IL By 8, D. Nadkarnl ... 197
OUR LONDOS LETTER. ... [ ~ - 199
REVIEWS ;= B
Abolition of Armaments. By T. 8. Ramanvjam ... 200
Religion in Soviet Russia, By Dr, D. D, Karve .. 203
"Life of John Hawpden. Mr, M. V.
Scbrabmanyam v s e 202
Bural Economics of Panjab, By N. 8.8, - 203
8HORT NCTICES. R, - -~ e 203
Booxs RECEIVED. — - T dre - 204

Toypics of the AWeck.

India's Financial Position.

SOME of the oppoeition in England to the
proposed federstion ia based on what is represented
to be its prohibitive cost. This view has secured
some credence by reason of the fact that those who
propagate it have at one time held responsible posi-
tions in this country. Some of these place the cost
of federation at Re. 30 crores and facilely jump to the
conclusion that since the money is difficult o find,
the project of federation had better be given up,
From the review of the country's financial position,
bowever, conveyed to the Assembly last week by
Bir George Schuster, there would sppear to be no
ground for this sort of pessimism. His remarks were
calculated to assure all concerned that the condition
sbout India’s budgetary position being secure before
federation cculd function had been eatisfactorily
fulfilled. The proposed measure of financial
eceietance to Bengal, however objectionable otber-
wise, i, it wust be recognised, in Jine with the policy
which seems to have found general acceptance in the
constitutioral discussions of the last three years. In
fect the White Paper has provided for the transfer
of helf of the prcceeds of the export duty on jute to
that province. Pending passage by Parliament of
the Constitution Act, the propesed subvention is no
dcub_t of a tentative character degigned to enabls that
province to tide over its immediate fipanciaj
difficulties dieclosed by & succession of deficit
budgets, If the present buresucratic Government
bad not tackled this problem, it would have doubtlens
been one of the first things to be attended to by the
Finance Minicter under the new regime. In thig
view of the matter the provision of a subvention to
Bengal must be locked upon as an attempt to lighten
tbe responsibilities of the Federal Government,

*

The proposed excise duty on matches and pugar
was, Sir Qeorge Schuster claimed, also designed
with the same end in view, With the increased
production of these commodities in the country, their
imports were dwindling with a oonsequent reduction
in the customs revenue. In the oase of sugar, e. g.,
the proceeds of the duty bad gone down from Ra. 10
crores in 1930-31 to an estimeted revenue of a little
over Rs, 2 crores next year, These excise duties are
expected to build up sources of revenue for use by
the Foderal Government ; and have been imposed in
advance of the inauguration of federation so that by
the time it is in working order, the revenue from
them should be a considerable item on the raceipts
gide.

According to the ¥inance Member, Lhere are
also some other sources which ocan be tapped
without much hardship to the taxpayer. In this
category he placed the tax on tobacco consumption
which seems to obiain in most countries. Its im-
position even on a moderate scals is expected to
swell the publioc coffers to no negligible exteant,

L J L 2 *

The Kashmir Constitutioan.

THE new constitutional scheme for Kashmir has
been made publio. - It is the direct result of the
public disorders which oecurred in the State about
two years ago; but it appears, from press summaries
of it, to have been so illiberally conceived as hardiy
to serve in allaying political discontent in the State
to any material extent. For one thing, the consti-
tution of the proposed legislature is so devised as to
place the popular element in & perpetual minority,
The scheme provides for an elective element of 33 in
8 houge, the total membership of which has been fixed
at 750. And even such a Council is not given the
right of electing its own president who will be
a nominee of the Maharaja! For another, the reser-
vations from its purview constitute such a long list
that the residue provides but a narrow field for the
exercise of such powers as are proposed to be oonfer-
red on the legislature,

The procedure laid down for enaciment of legis-
lation too sappears to be almost without precedent
even in the history of Indian States. Under it, it is
not necessary for every legislative enactment to
be valid to secure the approval of the legislature; it
is enough if it is passed by the Council of Ministers
presided over by the Prime Minister, in which ocase
on receiving the assent of Mahatsja it straightaway
becomes the law of the State. With this ready
means of securing legislation available fo the exe-
cutive, it would bs more than human if it showed
excessive readiness to attempt to convince the
Aggembly of fts necessity, As if this procedure did
not ensure sufficient expedition in the enactment of
legislative measures, the executive is also given the
pawer of issuing ordinances enforceable, as in British
India, for six months, It will really be a wonder
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if the people of Kashmir take kindly to such a
reactionary and undemooratiec constitation. In
any case, it can hardly be expected to be a lasting
soletion of fhe political problem in that State.

* - *

Agricultural Co-operation in the Punjab,

THE poverty of the Indian peasant is officinlly
. macribed in a preponderatingly large measure to his
improvidence in incurring disproportionately heavy
expenses in connection with religious oceremonies
and marriange and other festivities.” Whatever justi-
ficaiion there may have been for this view in the
past, there seems fo be very little for it at the present
day. True, tbe evil habit of spendthriftness cannot
yet be said to be absolutely non-existent; but it
poems to be definitely on the decline, The statement
receives corroboration from the latest report of the
Rogistrar of Co-operative Societies in the Punjab,
who gives an analysis of the purposes for which
Joans taken by agriculturista from eco-operative
societies were applied, From this it appears thaf over
50 per cent. of them were devoted to the liquidation of
ald debts, the purchase of cattle or the payment of
land revenue. Trade, land purchase and building are
stated to be the three objects next in jmportancs,
while eeremonies and festivities ocoupy a still lower
piace. It is aleo noteworthy that the smount of
leams on this account was amaller in 1932-33 than
ir the previous year and considerably below the
percentage of the lask five years. This is not to
_ jostify or even exeuse what is nothing short of extra-
wagance on the part of the ryot; but some.consola-
tion can doubiless ba derived from the faot that the
tendenocy to induige in such unproductive and waste-
ful expense shows a downward tendency. It is
megrettable that land improvement is yet far from
eoming into ite own, the proportion of expenditure on
that bead being etill “ very small.”
It is gratifying fo note that the conaolidation of
holdings on a cc-operative basis is reporfed to be
proving » success in the Panjab. In apite of the fact
thet the supervising staff had to be reduced, thanks
to the Govarnment’s policy of retrenchment, the area
consolidated was greater than during the previous
yoar. Among the benefits resulting from consolida-
tion may be mentioned an increased area available
far cultivation, improvement in the standard of oul-
jivation and greater attention'to land improvement.
In order better to understand the scope and effect of
snch setivities, reference may be'made to an instance
given in the report. In this oase 1,099 socattered
bloeks of land covering 4,000 acres were reduced to
.58, one' of the owners who previously owned 835 acres
acattered in 194 blocks over 10 villages having now
agingle block in one village. The fact that volun-
tory confributions to cover the cost of consolidation
ssé fortheomfng sesms to testify to the public appre-
eciation of the benefits of consolidation. Legislation
jutended to promote conmsolidation is stated to be
under consideration by the Government, It may be
hoped that this will in due course find its way fo the
statute book, conferring on the Punjab Goverpment
tha distinotion of being the pioneer in -this un-
axplored field.

+* *. *

Yampie—Entry in Travancore.

IN a recent issue we congratulated the Travancore

Government on the progressive nature of their action
on the recommendationa of their Temrple-Entry

Committee in'regard to the social uplift of tbe un.’

touebables and the banishment of untouchability

- from the State. The recommendations of iihe_Oom-‘
hittee on the prinvipal question of the admission of

the Harijans - to Savarana temples were then not

| of Hindu pandits.

generally known. With the publication of the
Cowmmittee’s report during the last few days this is
now possible and we have no doubt that progressive
opinion will be united in regarding the Committee’s
proposals on that subject as being needlessly halting
and unduly ocautions If, as it itself states in its
report, if found m large volume of Savarna Hindu
opinion in favour of the Avarnas being allowed to
worship in-Hinda temples, it is difficult to see why
it failed to make a recommendation to that effect
straightaway, That would have been the proper
thing for it fo do in the light of evidence led bafore
it, Far Trom doiiig that, it only pleadsTor * greater —
facilities * to Avarnas for worshipping in oaste-Hindu
temples. -And even the provision of such facilities
is tobe arranged in such a manner that * the faith
of the orthodox Hindus in temples and in the
sanctity of the deity installed in them should nok be
weakened.” The Committesa thus sets the
Travancora Government & problemm even more

"diffienlt of solution than that of squaring = oircle,

The timidity underlying the proposal would
have been intellfgible if the Committes had been
afraid that the admission of the untouchables to
temples. would be attended by serious breaches of the
public psace or lead to other deplorable consequences.
It does no doubt apprehbend. some breaches of the
peace following the assertion by the depressed classes
of such & right, ir case it should be conferred on
them ; but these, in ite opinion, could be prevented
by proper precautionary measures, It also mentions
other difficulties only to dispose of them in & similar
fashion, It is thus clear that it was not the fear of
any insuperable difficulties that prevented it from
facing boldly the problem referred to it but perhaps
its own conservatism.

It remains to be seen how the Travancore
Government deals with this part of the Committee’s
report. Anyhow we hope its treatment of it will
be entirely in consonance with its earlier action
which hes justly earned for it the encomiums °
of enlightened opinion. When public opinion has
so decisively expressed itself in favour of temple
entry for Harijans, there is no need for it fo stick to
the Committes’s recomrendation against any depar-
ture from established practice being initisted by
the Government except on the advice of a conference
In such cases all that the sove-
reign has to guard against is that any action that he
might take is not opposed to the dictates of public
opinion. Any risk of that sort of defiance of public
opinion seems to have been effectively removed by
the general public sympathy which has unmistakably
manifestad itself on the guestion of the admission
of Antyajas to temples.

* - *

Late Sir Sapkaran Naii‘.

THE death of Sir S8ankaran Nair on Tuesday last
removes a valuable link with the past. He belonged
to the older 'generation of Congressmen whom alil
talk of direct action as s political weapon left entire-
1y cold and whose faith in constitutional a_gitahmn
and co-operation with the Government remained un-
shaken and unshakeable to the end. It may not be
known to the present generation tbat Sir Sankaran
at one time stood very high in the Congress hier-
archy, a fact evidenced by his being called upon to
guide its deliberations in 1898. Soon after he was
elovated to the bench of the Madras High Court
and made a name for himself as a distinggmhed
jurist. In 1915 he was appointed to suceeed Sir Ali
Imam as the Indian member of the Viceroy's Execu-,
tive Couneil, but had toresign his exalted office owing
to his differences with his colleagues about the neces-~
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sity of the continuance of the martial law regime in
the Punjab in 1919. Later he perved for some time
on the India Council ; and for years past he had been

* a member of the Couneil of State. In this conneotion
it may be recalled that this ex-President of the Con-

. gress was fated to pet himself in oppoeition tv publio
opinion by accepting the chairmanship of the Central
Committee which oco-operated with the Simon
Commission, while the whole country had prociaim-
ed its boyoott. Such ar scoentrioity on his part can
be accounted for only by his unmitigated abhorrenee
of anything which savoured of non-po-operation on

" direct action. But even more than a politieian, Sir
Sankaran was a great socinl reformer and did much
to popularise -the cause of sooial reform, which
guffors a heavy blow by his death,
& * &

‘“The Political Future of India.”
MR. JAMES JOHNSTON, I C. S. (Retired), is s

Churchillian diehard who is opposed to the White |

Paper proposals for the reform of the Government of
India. In order to stave off the danger he has, in his
pamphlet entitled “The Political Future of India”,
attempted to make the flesk oreep by conjuring up
blood-curdling consequences that would ensue if the
‘White Paper proposals wers carried into effect. The
least of them is the failure of the experiment, and
their ending in chaos—"result anticipated by almost.
-all who know the real India.” Mzr. Johnston makes
elaborate references to certain barbaric, cruel and
inhuman customs that once prevailed in India, such
as suttee, infanticide, human -saorifice, criminal
punishments like mutilations, trampling under ele-
phants, ete. and then states that “ these are some of
the practices of the good old days which we are
trying to reetore.” He does not say that these may
be the consequences, but ‘asserts that they are the
very purpose of the White Paper! Not much light
can be expected from such perversity.

Mr. Johnston's claim to have studied the White |

Paper with care and diligence is not borne out by his

' nssaftion, tbat * from the moment the'proposah;én-

tained in the White Paper become law, the Indism
delegates and representatives will be free to alter
their eonstitution.” The faet is just the revewss,

. exoept in one oomparatively emall partioular.

His opposition to the federal aspect of the White
Paper is much better founded. The Princes, who are
sutocrats, are given emormous weightage in the
federal chambere ; they will be represented by their
nominees and not by the elected representatives of
their subjecte; the neminees will sct acoording to
the orders they receive from their measters rathar

- than on their own independent judgment; the pro-

=7

sed oconstitution vests controlling power ir the
g‘:inces; while the federal government may not in-
terefers in the polition of the States, the Princes will
handie, perhaps oontrol, the affairs of British India;
the paramountoy of the British will be weakemed

. inasmuoh as the British Government wiil depend

on the Princes to 'get their pet proposals
through the federal chambers; the Princes wonld
oonsider it beneath their dignity to submii their

- disputes to the federal court; and the party who loses
- the onee will refuse to submit to the decision of the

Court and it will be pecessary for the British
Qovernment to use the British army to enforoeit.
He goes further and pictures a situation when an
Indian Prince, dissatiafied with the deeision of the
Federal Court and secure against British interven-
tion, will defy the Court even as Japan defied the
findings of the Lytton Commission and the League of
Nations and annex British Indian provinces! Mr.
Johnston forgets that the Indian Army is not to be
made over to the Federal Government but retained
in the hands of the Viceroy and that the power of
paramountey has not been weakened under the White
Paper. ‘
In any event, whatever be the relevance of some
of the oriticisms of Mr. Johnston, it is obvious that
his is mo- balanced and dispassionate judgment. He
had made up his mind and then let his imsgination
run wild in search of the most malevolent fore-

bodings.

INDIA’S RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION.

E are loath to believe that the determination by
Government of the question of the dissolution
of the Legislative Assembly hinges, in their

mind, even to a slight extent on the probability of
_Congressmen offering themselves for election, But
despatches in Anglo-Indisn papers go fo show that
the main copsideration which weighs with Govern-
ment is whether, if elections are ordered, they will
be usged to condemn and discredit the White Paper.,
Qovernment feel that if Swarajiets contest the elec-
tions, as they have decidedto do, the aocceptability
.of the proposed reforms will be the one issue that
will be placed before the electorate and the Whita
Paper will receive s serious challenge. If only
they could feel certain, so fhe Anglo-Indian
papers tell us, that those who have participated in
the building up of the constitution will stand by ir,
as they are expected to do, and give a good fight to

Swarsjists, a general election will be favoured by |

Government. But Government see no sign of any
activity onthe part of the Round Tablers who, if:
they do not like every festure of the White Paper.

conetitution, consider it at least to be good in parts,

K

to carry on a widespread propaganda in favour

‘of their view. They are rolying apparently upom

Government thrusting the constitution upon Indjs
and themselves being saved the odium of having
to say a good word for a thing that is so0 generally
hated. Government are thus seriously conesidering,
it is maid, whether it would at all be wise for
them to give an opportunity to Congressmen, im
face of the deplorable inertia and timidity of the
Round Tablers, to prove it to the world that the Indiam
people as s whole are sgainst the. reforms that are
being conoocted for them.

. It will soon be known . whether the Assembly
will be dissolved or not; but if it is not going
to be dissolved, pothing will convince the publie
at large that Qovernment ie not prolonging the
Asgembly’s life in order to avert a popular verdict
on the proposed constitution. Government are st
present in a strong poeition in other oountries in
regard to Indian reforms. .They have been able
to create an impression, by holdirg a series of
Round Table Conferences and by inviting some
Indians to sttend and take s minor part in the
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" work of the Joint Select Committee, that they are
. eonceding to India the right of self-determination
and that they are granting to her just the kind of
~reforms she wants, It is not known outside India
that this is -a hollow pretence without any reality
"about it, It is therefore of the utmost necessity that
real facts should be made known all over the warld
. about this business, and this will be best done if
-elections are fought on the sole issue of the reforms,
" Elections must therefore be held and Swarajists as
well a3 others allowed to take part in them, We
" must make it clear that this is a matter that does
. not affect Swarajists alone, but that it affeots all
progréssives in India, Swarsjists may be the pet
aversion of Government, but §f other political
parties allow Government to baulk Swarajists of
election, they will themselves be baulked of all
chances of asserting the national will on the all-
important question of the future constitution, We
‘hope, therefora, that they will use all the means
in their power to warn QGovernment thai refusal
to hold elections will be regarded. by every single
party in the country as a national affront, and
that they will consider it their bounden duty to
join with Swarajists in exacting statisfaction on this
point by all legitimate means,

It is very heartening to find that on all sides
moves towards united action are being suggested,
and we were particularly glad to see one who calls
bhimself “ A Marxist ” making a powerful ples, in
the columns of the Sun, for all parties sinking their
differences on other questions and making a combined
attack on the White Paper. One would have thought
that even if Liberals, Independents, Democratio
Swarajists and Congressmen, both pro-changer and
no-changer, agreed Lo put away for the moment their
respective policies and ooncentrate on offering
opposition to the reforma propossls, our Communist
{riends, about whose growing numerical strength
no one in India need be in doubt, will somehow
try to put & spoke in the whesl. But we are agree-
ably surprised to know that even they are in a
raost ressonable frame of mind on this guestion
and are enxious to avoid making any proposals
which will embarrass any political party. The
4 Marxist” writer, to whom we have referred,
‘does not raise the question of working or wrecking
the constitution, as he might have been expected to
do. Let every party, he says in effect, reserve to
itself the freedom of dealing with the constitution as
-§t thinks bast, but Iet sll unite to show in the most
effactive way possible -that the constitution that is
offared in the White Paper is not acceptable to any
progressive group, We thiok that this i3 a very
genaibla attitude to adopt. 8o far a3 we ourselves are
concerned, our policy is fixed: to us a boycolt of
Councils is not cone:zivable under any oircumstances;

the badness of a constitution is for us only an
additional reason for dedicating all our resources io-

.gettiog the utm.st out it, DBut where conjoint
. action among & number of parties with differing
policies is coneernad, it would ba eminantly reason-
abla not to insist on all of them being willing to

work an unsatisfactory constitution. It would be
quite enongh if those who are of that opinion are not
inhibited, by reason of their participation in the
anti-White Paper agitation, of taking the fullest
advantage, howaever little it be, of the constitutlon.l

“ Marxist " feels that he has a special claim on
the attention of the Congress and plandl vnth it as
follows :=-

“Now that the Qongrass has admitied the mistake of ita
‘past polioy of barten negation, it should hurry to unde
some of the harm done, bafore it ie too late. The election
nnder the new oonstitution is & far ory. Immediately, it
shonld concentrate npon the aotnal issue of organising a
popular opposition to the projested constitution, In this
connection the question of acoepting or rejecting the
proposed conatitution does mnot arigse, BSince it will
eventaally bs thrust upon us, unless by msome miracle it
oould be prevented, the question is irrelevant. Onco it s
thrustupon us, we shall simply have to recognise an
acaomplished faot and adjust the tactics of var struggle
for feeadom to the new situation. To play the osirioh
game will bo as silly and harmful in the futars az it has
been in the past."

This is just the kind of pleading which ws our-
gelves have been making to the Cougress and other
loftist parties. The guestion of rejeoting the consti-
tution in the present ciroumstances has no meaning;
but it will have a meaning if, as “ Marxist " suggests
and wa all desire,” the future fundamental law of
the country should be put tothe test of a verdict at
least of the enfranchised minority of the paople. '
This writer i3 apprehensive—and the apprehension is
widely prevalent though there is no foundation
in fact for it—that the rightist partiesmay be opposed
to the submission of & scheme, which they had =
hand in framing, to the will of the people, He says:
“1t is not altogether beyond the bounds of possibi-
lity that the politioal groups to the rightof the
Congress, thoss who directly or by implication ara
committed to the acceptance of the White Faper
scheme on principle would not participate in & united
popular demonstration, .which would mean &
politioa]l challenge to the legal validity of the
proposed constitution as weli as the procedure of
framing it.” We wishto give the assurance in
public that, whether the legal validity of the consti~
tution be involved in it or not, the moderate groups
to which the writer refers not only hava no objioiion
to joining in such & demonstration, bu} have long
been urging radical groups so to adjust theirinmne-
diate programme of work a3 to make a really natioaal
demonstration poasible. No politician of any con-
gaquence is in fact committad, either directly or la-
diractly, to the scceptance of the White Papar
constitution, however proninent a part he may have
taken in its disoussion. There is no ground wha'-
ever for entertainlog a su3picion to ths econbrary
about any person in our publio life, Some of these
politicians have hal occasion themselves to ask for
B plebiscite, Mr, Jayakar, for instangs, challanged
Mr. Winston Caurchill in the Join% S1lect Com nities
to prove by a referendum that the scheme of reforms
propounded by him was aasapiable to the piople in
India. Is it conceivable that he will objest tothe
rival scheme contained in the White Paner being
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submitied to the test of » popular referendum.? In-
deed will be not be the first to press for it? What is-
sauos for the goore is sauce for the gander too. Bug
what 1s proposed at present is not & general plebiscite
of the kind that Mr, Jayakar offered to Mr. Churohill,
It is & much simpler thing that “ Marxist ™ proposes|
» mere election on & very restricted franohise on thd
constitutional issue. No one can be opposed to it
and no one is opposed to it. :
Indead, as we bave said before, it would rot be
at al] inappropriate, if all the political paxties agreed
to this course, for us to demand that the new
copstitution be formally placed befors the Assemb-
ly elected on that issue, for its judgement, so
that the national will may be expressed in an
unambiguous manner, This will possibly lead to
a revision of the White Paper scheme in the
desired direction to some extent. We bhave re-
oently been referring in this oconnexion to what
is happening in the Philippines. Thuse islands
appear to have benefitted enormously by the Indepen-
dence law of the U. S. Congress passed in the Hoover
regime being submitted to the Philippines Legislature.
The Legisiature consisted of two factions : one which
waa for accepting the law on the ground that its
rejection “would, in the eyes of the American people,
constitute a denianl of the Filipinos' desire for in-
dependence”™ and that the law ** waa the best obtain-
able for the Filipino people™ in the existing circum-
stances; and the other who declared that the existing
constitution was preferable to the one that was being
offered to them. The first section was led by Senator
Osmena and the other by Senator Quezon. Senator
Ocsmena moved a resclution in the Philippines Legis-
lature accepting the Congressional law of Indepen-
dence, but on aceount of the strenucus opposition of
the Quezon party it was defeated in both houses by

decisive majorities, The resolution that was finally
passad declared :— - ’

~ “That the Philippines Legislature, in.fts own name and
in thab of the Filipino people, inform the Congrens of the

- United Btaten that it declizes so acoept the said law in
its prement . form beoause.... (and hers followed the
.reagons on whioh the rejection of the Aot was based).”

Among the objections raised by the Filipinos to the
Hawes-Cutting Act of Independence ons was to
the right of the U. S, to relain military and naval
bases in the Jslands. Now the Filipinos have been
promised satisfaction on this point, For, at the
instance of an Independence Mission which was sent
by them to the U. 8. and which was headed by Sena-
tor Quezon, President Roosevelt has promised s
rovision of the Independence Act, relinquishing
military bases in the Islands immediately and leav-
ing naval bases as a subjact for negotiation between
the United States and the Filipinos. This amend-
ment seems o be satisfactory from the point of
view of the people in the Philippines. For.
Senator Quezon, who is the most radical of
Filippino politicians and who caussd the rejection
of the law of 1933, has declared : “The Philippines.
Legislature, I am sure, will aoccept the Hawes-Cuti-

‘ing law if and when it is amended in accordance with

the President’s message” to Congress of March 2 1ast.

Similarly, the Indian people toco may obiain
some satisfaction if they insist upon and get an op-
portunity of recording s resolution in their legisla.
ture that “it declines to accept the Hoare law in
its present form,” Wae have no doubt whataver that,
if such a resolution is presented to the Assembly,
those who will oppose it on the ground, similar to
the ope taken by the Osmena faction in the Philip-
pines Legislature, that * the Hoare law is the best
obtainable for the Indian people im the existing eir-
cumstaunces” will be in an exceedingly small mino-

rity, and the resolution in fuvour of rejection will be
oarried. Rejection of this sorf, not involving
boyoott as & necessary consequence, is a policy eom-
mon to all the progressive gronps in the country.

CASTE AND OUTOASTE-IL*

{ Concluded from our last issue. )

T was Mr. K. Natarajan who in his ealad daye gave
currency to the ssying which has become classio

. by new ir sll discussions about Christian rmis-
slops in India :"The fear of {ke mirsionary is the be-
gionirg of sceisl wiedcm semong Hindus.” Modelled
on the Bitlical proverb, “The fear of the Lord is’ the
beginnirg cf wisdcm,” Mr. Nstarsjan’s ssying was
8 juet tribute to the foreign Christian migsioneries
for their perhaps unwitting service in dwakening
Hirdu oxthodexy to the fact of the maledjustment in
its cwn fold. When it came to be recognised thst it

wag this fact mwore than any other, which hed ceused’

8ll tke defection frcm its renke, missionsry activity
inepired the fesr in the heart of Hindudom that
. further defections would follcw unlees it put its own
house in crder. Even if the misgionaries did nothing
elze, they would have to their eredit this indirect
gervice to Hindudcm, PBut Mr, Agerwel is fer from

giving the miceionary devil his due, for he remarks : |

““Among the many calamities tkat came in the train

* “T}.m Harijang in Rebellion : Case forf the Removar;f'
Untouohability.” By 0, B. Agarwa), ( Taraporevala,) 1934,
17om. 121p. Be. 1-4, ) o

1 i

Among the Protestant Hindu sects or Samajes
our suthor bas a partiality for the Arya Samaj
According to him, while the other Samajes seceded
from Hinduism in order to found & new eclectio
religion, the Arya Samaj built itself upon the faith
of the people, and was therefore s popular success. It
is true that,. unlike the other reformed Samajes, the
Arya Ssmaj was mainly a revivalist Samaj. Revi-
valiste like the Aryes try to reform away an exist-
ing evil custom not so much because it is harmful or
urjust as because it did not exist in a particular
golden sge imsgined by them in fheir country’s
history. This may be very ‘patriotic’, but is hardly
gpiritual. As for their Hinduism, the Aryas did, and
even now some of them do, repudiate the very name
of Hindu. They disown it as being of foreign origin
and derogatory in its original connotation. As
for the greater popularity of that Samaj's appesl,
the very fact that the movement was of later date
than the other Bamajes must have helped’ it to profit
by their experience, " The achlevements of the Arya
Samaj in the task of eradicating untouchability are

 little known in Maharashtra,” Mr. Agarwal regrets,

and proceeds to give some facts and- figures, We

of the British rule, the Christian Mission is not the

| Teast” (p.70).
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are told that * the rights of the Dwijas have been
extended to the Harijans™ by the Samaj, and that
* they have been placed on a footing of equality
with the caste-Hindus.” 1Is *Dwijas’ here syno-
nymous with ‘caste-Hindus’ ? If the Harijans have
been made Dwijas within the Samaj, who then are
left to occupy the position of Sudras, the last of the
four castes in which the Samaj is said to believe in a
way ? These questions are naturally suggested toa
oritical redder, but he is only left to get puzzled or
suspicious. Further, we are told, “in Kashmir alone
not less than 10,000 converts wera reclaimed. In
Sialkot 36,000 soula were brought back to
Hinduiesm. Thousands of men and women were
gimilarly won back in Hoshisrpur. This militant
Bamaj is active in every Province, and reconversion
is one of its main tasks.™

But reconversion js one thing and removal of
untouchability another. The latter is part of Sanga-
than, and there can be no true Sangsthan as longas
caste i3 nourished snd cherished. Sauddhi without
B8angathan will only tend to add some more untouch-
able castes' to the conglomeration of ocur existing

castes all mutually untouchable to a greater or less |

degree. Shuddhi is popular, because it adds to the
number within our fold and evokes a sense of tri-
umph in winning over so many souls from the other
fold, But Sangathan, or the removel of untouch-
-ability in its wider sense, implies a liberalizing of
our outlook and a sharing of our privileges with
those hitherto excluded and despised. It is easier to
take in a set of people, label them Hindus and keep
them apart within the nominal fold than to consoli-
date lowly sections nlready in the fold by levelling
up their religious status with the rest. All this may

Arya Samasj said to be anti-caste in practice, but its
relevance will be evident from what I am going
to say. ‘

Mr, Agerwsl's advies to Harijans dis-
gatisfisd with their lot and wanting fo
go over to other religious folds than

that of their birth is tkat they should prefer the Arya
Samai “By subscribing to the tenets of the Samaj
you will get all that you can hope to get either
from Christianity or Islam. You will, in addition,
gave yourselves from the accusation of disloyalty to
the faith of your forefathera,- Christianity or Islam
cannot give you nearly as much as the Arya Samasj
can, Wae, for one, will not feel in the Jeast perturbed
to hear that Harijans are joining the Arya Samaj”’
(p. 73). Oune can only say that this suggested way
of escape for the Harijans is quite illusory., Hindu
orthodoxy is willing to treat nothing less than con-
version to & nou-Indian faith like Ohristianity or
Islam as sufficient to absolve a bornt Hindu from the
obligation to conform to the rules of the Hindu sooial
code. In the eyes of the menfors of the Hindu masses,
not only convertion to so close a variety (though
schismatic) of Brahmanism as Arya-Samajism but
aven affiliation to such a distant herasy of it as Bud-
dhism does not free Hindus from the restrictions
of caste. The convert from Brahmanio Hinduism
to any form of Hinduism is expested to conduet
himself, and will continue to be trested by the parent
community, as though he wera still a member of the
casta to which he belonged by birth. Ualess, there-
fore, the whole or almost the whole of the Hinda
community in a given region goes Arya Samajist
and bzbaves true to its new creed, the conversion
to Aryaism of the Harijans in that region will in
practice mean hardly any more change in
their caste or religious status.than if some
Bmarts become Vaishnavas within the orthodox fold
iteelf. As things s'and, no change of creed within
the Hindu or quasi-Hindu limits can secura to the

Harijans immunity from the ourse of untouchability,
but only & complete walk-over to a non-Indian faith
like Christianity or Islam can do it. By this procsss
the convert is known to shed hias dizabilitios as the
snake {ts slough. In most parts of the country, not.
only is the Harijan recruit to Christianity or Islam
free to use the publie secular utilities like walls and’
rest-houses, but even the temple ban i3 relaxed -
in his favour. While Harijan childran are excluded:
from public echools housed in temple premises,
Christian and Muslim children are allowed to
attend. (This may sappesr strange, but it is ex-
plained by the historical fact that the favoured
religions are those of the non-Indian rulers of
Hindustan: it would not be safe to treat your
rulers’ co-religionists as untouchables.) A curious.
instance of this suicidal babit of mind of Hindu
orthodoxy occeurred a few years ago in the district of
Bijapur. A member of an untouchable caste who
had been orphaned in early life and than brought up
as 8 Christian was reconverted by a Suddhi sgency.
As soon as he was made s Hindu, be found that he
reverted to his untouchable status in the Hindu
community. In the tea-shops, for instance, he was -
assigned the outermost rcom and served ez an
outcaste, while as a Christian he bad been treated on
a par with the superior castes. Despite the boasted
Hindu philosophy, the man then thought he had
better be & Christian again, This example should
surely set Suddhi enthusiasts athinking. They will
soon recognise that Shuddhi before Sangathanisa
snare and a delusion. By taking non-Hindus into
the fold before those already in the fold are
consolidated we shall only be aggravating the

! problem of untouchability.
pot appear quite applicable to the activities of the i

On the question of temple-entry for the Harijans
the author misrepresents both the present position
and Mahatma Gandhi when he says that ‘caste-
Hindus' have access to the innermost shrine, and
that Gandhijt, instead of excluding it from the range
of admission to be allowed to the Harijans, wants
them to be admitted to the temples “precisely on the
same terms as the caste-Hindus" (pp. 97-8). Now
the fact of the matter is that though oustom varies in
different parts of the country and even in different
temples in the same part, still it may be stated as the
general tule in Southern and Western India that
admission to the -sanctum is restricted to the Brah-
mane, while the other parts are opan to non-Brahman
Hindus exocept the Harijans, who are excluded
altogether. Sscondly, Mahatma Gandhi recognised
this existing differentiation among ‘caste-Hindus’
when he laid it down on several oocasioas tbat
Harijans should be allowed acoess wheraver ths non-
Brahmans ara admitted. Soon after his ratura from
the R. T. C. Gandaiji made a statameunt explaining
the proper ways and objicts of a temple-entry satya-
graba in view of the one then in progress at
Guruvayur in Malabar, and the following words .
oscur init: “If the temple muthoritiss offer to seb
apart a corner for untonchables it ahould not be
considered as sufficient. No restriction against un-
touchables which is not applioabla to otaer non-
Brahmin Hindus can be tolerated. ™ ( Young India,
Jan. 14,1932, p. 9.) The qualifioation of ‘non-Brabmia®
makes it clear that Gandhiji resognised that acs wrd-
ing tothe existing practice all ‘easte-Hindus * ara
not admittad to the temples on the same terms,

When Mr., Agarwal blames Gandaiji for his
extramism and preocipitancy on the t:o:npla-an!_:ry
question ( pp. 97-3), he forgats that it is Gandhij’s
supposel extromism which has maie piasibla tha
modaratism of his own school. Howaver, as
ungrudzing asit is remarkable iahis tributa to
Gaadaiji’s sarvica to tha Harijan oause ia genaral:
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« Of the varicus men and women who are labouring for
the Harijans, the Mahatma stands supreme. No one oan
approach him either in the matter of influance or saiat-
*  ‘liness. This hero of the people has put all his might and
power—and even his very life—in the task of preserving
" the Hindu Faith, Like a trus Sanatanist, he ie sparing
nothing in the task of removing what he never wearies of
‘ desoribing as * a staio upon Hinduism, ® Success iz writ
" 1arge upon his forehead and hia work]for the Harijans is by
itself enough to put him on the pedestal of immortality.”

{p )

Whatever theorigin of untouchability, whether if
~was due to a difference of race or of habits or of both,
it is obvious that the ostracism of the Harijans gene.
xation after generation is responsible for the conti-
nuation of their unpleasant habits, When, therefore,
Mr. Agarwal blames the Harijans themselves for
wontinuing their untoucbability by their unclean
ways ( p. 103 ), he overlooks the fact that when you
-cut off & man from any society vou practically
doprive him of all incentive to live up to
the standards of that society. He is never likely
to behave who feels he is mever likely to
be put wupon his behaviour. The responsi-
-bility for the unclean ways of the Harijans
~belongs, therefore, muoh more to the ostracizera than
to the ostracized; and untouchability will not go
until the Touchables realizas that the Untouchables
are more sinned against than sinning.

[f satyagraha is & means of converting the
wrong-doer through the voluntary suffering of the
satyagrahi, then the noarer the relations batween the
-gatyagrabi and the wrong-doer the mors efficacious
and justifiable must be the employment of this ‘moral
-equivalent of war’., But strange as it may appear,
Mr. Agarwal, while prepared to consider the employ-
ment of satyagraha for self-government against our
alien rulers, will not hear of its use against our own
people for the removal of such an admitted evil as
untouchability. One would think on a priori grounds
that if satyagraha was jastifiable or prasticabie any-
where it was in the sphera of our internal asbuases.
But our author is of the contrary opinion. For him
-gatyagraha in such cases *does amount to coercion”
(p. 108 ),

i It will not be too uncharitable, I hops, if I say
I that Mr. Agarwal’s concluding remarks are oaloula-
- ted to oarry the impression that he is pleading for
the Harijans less for their own sake than in the
 interest of the higher-oaste Hindus: the latter, he
.Bays, being “desperate about Swaraj”, require the
- comradeship of the Harijans in their struggle against
the alien Britishers, to whom, we are told, the
Harijans “owe no gratitude™,
Perhaps the irony of it did not strike him—that
.all his pleading for tho Harijans is in Eaglish, the
tongue of those alien Britishers! As for the way
he wields it, it is surpsising that a college professor
witlh British university quslifications should lapse
intosuchsolecisms as: “Cow ig sacred to the Hindus"
{p- 103)," ... whether is it advisable...” (p. 102),
“Under which Smriti or Shastra the Brahmans were
allowed to adopt these professions?” (p. 80),
spiritualism” (pp. 64, 72 eto.—for “spirituality™),
"The wuncivilizad tribes are, as if, hiding behind
shrubs and bushes.,.™ {p. 24,for “... are, as it
were,, .. "), "the Spaniard and the Portuguese
Empires” (p. 53, for “che Spanish... "), “It is time
Hindu Missionsry Sacieties ara formed......"(p. 24 for
“were forme'd"). Some peraistent misspallings are:
, Whereaver® (p.54), * Dyanesawar® (pp. 615, for
Dnyanegvar' ), the * —nath * in the names of certain
famoug M&h.ara (p. 638,for ‘—nak’), and *Judian®
(p. 49, for *Juddin," meaning a non-Parsi), all
‘the right-hand pages from p. 63 totha end of the

" chapter are wrongly headed “ Conflict of Races'™

( the heading of the previoua chapter). The printing
and get-up are otherwise satinfuctory.

3. D, NADKARNY,

1

~ ou éamﬂun Fetter.
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(BY AIR MaIL,)
{ From Our Correspondent, )
Loxpoxn, April 1%,

CREATING PREJUDICE,

T i=s interesting to note the methods adopted by the
diehards in the Tory Party in their attack not

alone upon the White Paper proposals, but upon
all serious proposals for effective constitutionsl re-
form in Indis. Msethods of propaganda may vary,
but . the principles remain very much the same,
whoever operates them. The Communist dootrine of
maligning your opronent by every possible meauns,
in order that you may uiltimately bring him down,
is nonew one. It is as old as the hills, and it has
been practised, though mnot necessarily preached
aloud, in all countries from times immemorial, I
remember, for example, the very same arguments
and views used by the late Mr, Tilak, many years
ago, when, excusing, as also explaining, the un-
scrupulous methods employed by some of his
followers towards their then opponents, And if the
Tory diehards use the same methods and apply the
gsame dootrine for the acoomplishment of their pur-
poge, we need not be surprised, for there is very
little new under the sun, as s wise Asiatio admitted
in & moment of pessimistic resignation., Variety is
lent only by new applications of old and well-tried
methods. Two recent illustrations have ooourred, AL
the last Tory gathering just before the Easter holiday
sn endeavour was mads to create prejudice against
the Government’s reform proposals, not so much by
a direct attack, as by & campaign of protest againat
an alleged attempt on the part of the non-Govern-
mental Party hierachy to gag freedom of spsech and
opinion by preventing further discussion of the pro-
posala until after the publication of the Joint Saleot
Committee’s Report. It will be recalled that on that
occasion Viscount Fitz-Alan, uncle of the Duke of
Norfolk and a former Vioaroy of Northern Ireland,

' an experienced and respected figure in the Tory

Party, was selected to lead the protest against the
Party leaders’ ban. The object of the diehards has
sll along been to capture, in an atmosphere of pre-
judice and political partisanship, and on a border-
line matter not directly affeoting the main issue, as
many distinguished persons as possible upon whose
gonse of fair-play and righteousness they seek success-
fully to play.
INDIAN PENSIONS,

Another matter in which the diehards have
throughout sought to arouse fears and suspicions is
the question of British pensions undar the reforms
scheme, They have sought to propagate the idea that
these pensions are in peril, and that the funds to
which British public servants in India have contri-
buted so largely may not, under the now regime in
Indis, if and when it comes into. operation, be
available for its legitimate purposes owing to poli-
tical- opposition and weak government in Iadia,
ngainst which there will ba no effective safegnard.
Uafortunately the wild words of some Congresamen
at certain times have done something to arouse and
to confirm the danger to which the diehards point,
and notwithstanding Sir Samuel Hoara’s published
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letier of reassurance some time sgo, these fears have
spread in quarters that might otherwise have been
deemed to be immune from them. It is not always
eagy to catch up with rumours ciroulated with some
asgiduity by those who are intent upon making their
hearers’ fleeh oreep.

It wes not, therefore, altogether surprising to
find Viscount FiizAlan again sejected as the spokes-
man of the alleged ferrs of the Services regarding
the gecurity of the pension fund, and he sought to
interpellate the Government thereon, in the House
of Lords, this week, being supporied by Lord Charn-
wood.: There was nothing whatever new in the
arguments raieed by these Peers, and there was also
very little true in them. It was no wonder that Lord
Olivier ccmmented that the views expressed by them
might have more fitly been put in an sppropriate
manper ( a8 in fact they already bave been ) befora
the Joint Select Committee., Lord Halifax, who
replied on behalf of the Government, had little diffi-
culty in replying in the terms with which your
readers are by now familisr. The Interesting featvre
of his remarks lies in the tone of indignation and
serjous reproof in which they were couched, and
I am inclined to think that the Peers who made
themselves responsible for this ill-timed interpelln-
tion, must be wishing that they had exercised a
much greater caution and that they hed awasited the
Commiitee’s Report and recommendatione. :

Meanwhile, it is interesting to note that, whilst
the aitack upon the Government's reform propcesls
is loud and varied, both here and in Indis, it pro-
ceede from two diametirically opposed view-points,
the one in British diehard circies being that the pro-
poeed eafeguards ere ineffective and valueless, the
other from Indian Nationalist quarters being that
they would provide the Governor-General and the
Provineial Governors with such a stranglehold upon
the reforme 8s to render them sterile and of little or
no practical value, Unless British opinion is
stampeded during the next few months, which seems
improbable, it is likely to run slong the lines that
the truth probebly lies scmewhere midway between
these two entithetical viewpoints. 1t will probably
be held that whilst the safeguards that will ulti-
mately be proposed and recorded in the statute will
be resl and effective wisdom would lie in the most
reptricted use of them, snd then only in cases of
reslly grave crisis cr emergincy. The saverage
British voter believes more in political common-
gense and political give and take rather than in
doctrinaire application upon all oceasions of the striot
letter of an ineclastic constitutional document, end
be will look both to the Viceroy and Governors on
the one side and to Ministers and Legislatures on the
other todeal with practical problems in a practical
spirit instead of each trying to score off the other
by constant conflict and the creation of orises.

ExiT CiviL DISOBEDIENCE.

The news that for whatever ressons Mr, Gandhi
hag advised the abandonment of Civil Discbedience
ps 8 method of achieving Swarsj, except in his own
personal case, has been widely welcomed in this
country, where it is regarded as a clesr and. frank
admiseion of the substantial failure of the movement
for the sttainment of an object eo vegue ang ill-
defined. The benediction that he has given to those
who have decided upon the revival of the All-India
Swaraj Party as a factor in the new political situa-

tion, intended for the purpose primsrily of contesting |

the forthcoming Assembly electioms, is regarded
here ag in the nature of a recognition that for
orthedox political purposes an orthodox political
instrument is required, and that the sympsathy of the
- oountry with Mr. Gandhi’s spiritusl weapon employ-
ed on a large jscale for the purpose of securing &

mhange of heart, both in the case of the alien rulers-.
;‘,and with, the. terrorist sssazsins, bas disappeared,.
'‘However that may be, the new orientation of tho-
"Congress political method and the selection of an old
weapon from its political armoury for the further-
‘ance of Congress policy, indicate & new hope in the-
‘Indian eituation and suggest the application of more
jmmediately practical and less academie concepts to
the solution of the very practionl and immediate
problems of social and economic resonstruction
facing the country. Of ccurse there wiil be a fresh
germiad on the part of the diehards that the heavens
themselves are in danger at the prospective capture
of the constituencies by Congress, Most thoughtful
peaple will, however, wish that Congress may be
brought rapidiy face to face with the opportunity
and necessity of facing those problems In a spirit of
respongibility instead of in infructuous opposition as
hitherto. Anything more silly than the atiribution
of revolutionary motives or intentions to the genera-.
lity of Congress leaders js difficult to imagine, but
theso brave dichards of ours are alwaye fearfully
looking over their shoulders in terror lest the devil-
suddenly leap uror them from bebind or else they
are mopping their sireeming eye, af the thought of -
the upfortunate Indian pensantry left to the tender -
mercies of thair own countrymen,

In these circumstences it is interesting to mnote -
that at Stoke on Trent, on Sunday night, Sir Oswald
Mosley, the Black Shirt leader, declared publicly
that his party’s attitude towards the Indian question
wae “remain and govern,” He delivered what doubt-
less he supposed to be a formidable denunciation of
what the Datly Mail describes as “the White Paper -
proposal for surrender in India,” and on behalf of his
foreign-inepired organisation Sir Oswald deolare_d;'
* Black Shirts ere the only organised movement in
Great Britain who challenge root and branch the .
policy of betrayal in Indis. They are opposeq to the
White Paper nnd the white flag, not on points of
detsail but on basic prineiples”, He told his audience, .
among other things, that what was reslly suggested
was (he handing over of India to s small goversing
class of Indians, who were either great capitalists or -
professional politio’ans, in the pockets ?f th_a finan- .
ciers. The resson why British-capitalists m.Indxm
and the grest financial interests w}}ich dgmlna_tod
the Conservative Party were joining in .then' policy
was that the industrisiisation of India provided
cheap labour and high profits for international
fipence, Sir Oswald and his friends have actuslly
got themselves to believe that with a free hand be-
hind Indian tariff barriers tbe exploitation of the
Indien masses had been handed over to these great
interests, who would exploit their cheap labour on
msass-production principies to reach out and lo
capture the remaining markets of the East from -
British industry, a profitable game for Indian and
Britsh financiers alike.” All the rest of the argu-.
ment, as well as that portion of it that T have quoted,.
geems to have been 8 rebhash of sll the arguments
that have ever been advanced in any quarter of
hostility in this country, and it is not surprising,
therefore, that Sir Oswald lumps Tor_ias and Boeialists "
together with s common condemnation.

3 . Beviews,

ABOLITION OF ARMAMENTS.
WORLD DISARMAMENT. By DENYS P, MYERS.
?World Peace Foundation, Beston, ) 1932, 20em. -

370p. $100. 5 : .
DISBARMAMENT, as understood by the Teague of -

¥

Nations and all the leading Powers of‘ the yorl.d-s*
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“tolay, is a coznveniont, thuugh somewhat misleading,
“appellation for the progressjve limitation and
--*peduction of national armumaats ' consistent with
national safoiy and the enforosmeant by ' common
-aotion of international obligations.” The total sboli-
-tion of armaments in all its formehas never been

» envisaged either by the framars of the Covenant of -

the League of Nations or by the delegates o the

World Disarmament Couference. The ‘No More
" 'War® movement, set on foot by religious organisa-
'tions, ex-army officinls and ntopian civilisng at the

~ end of the Great War, is based upon the fundamental {

smisoonception that armaments are a cause and not
.-an effeot of the warring tendenocies in man, Arma-
@oents or no armaments, men ocan and will always
" fight with one another. Nsils and teeth, . amall
-swords- snd pitchforks, were potent engines of
destruction at a time wheno man had not invented
~the machine-gun and the poison gas, the military
~airplane and the man-of-war, In the days of bows
-and arrows, war demanded personal daring and
-sourage, I was fought by a limited number of
- paople ealled the soldiers and its territorial extent
was girictly limited to the battlefisld. But modern
-soientifio, bacteriological warfare is of an altogether
-different type. It has eliminated the distinotion
~between ecivilians and soldiers, between mneutrals
and belligerents,. The menace of modern armaments
-ig, therefore, not inherent in the basic warring
4ondencies of man. It is merely incidental to the
-+development of the social organisation of the world
-info mutually interdependent units.. Its existenocs is
modern and naturally the attempt to expunga it from
. -sooiety is also modern. The Great War marked the
-@tage when the menace of armaments assumed such
. gigantio proportions as to threaten the very existence
«of man in organised society. The establishmant of
the Loague of Nations marked the stage when man
determined to msake a great and valiant struggle for
-existenca, The many complex issues of tais
struggle are lucidly detailed in the book under
review and Mr. Denys P. Myers deserves to be
-congratulated by all {in whom tho instines of ealf-
preservation is not dead ) for his thoughs-provoking
survey of the problems and proapacts of tha eurrent
~offorts to limit and reducs modarn acientifia arma-
ments, :

The oentral purpose of the author is to discnas
in detail the origins, structure and development-of
-the Draft Convention which constitutsd the hasis of
diseussions at the World Disarmamant Conferenos,
- But the lay reader is gradually praparsd %o under-
stand the Draft Covention by a preliminary study of
the politioal, military and national factors iavolved
in the problem of digarmamoant and the interrslations
of Acbitration, Ssourity and Disarmameat, B

The story of ths disarmament work of tha Leagua

of Nations reminds one of the machinations of Ms-
~chiavelli's Prince. At first, the disarmament con-
farences proved to be armamoant coaferancss. Bach
unation olamoured for the raduoction of that typa of
armaments in which it was weakest and its enemies
ware strongest, The military exparts exercised aill
their inganuity in devising plans whereby a general

- reduction of armaments would result in the relasive
- increass of fighting potentialities of thair raspactiva
~oountrias, But to do them juatiez, they manazad to
frame a working formula for establishing the parity
~-of difforent types of armameats. Oaze the technioal
issue of parity of armaments wa9 settled, diplomatia
i33ues sula as J:ourily and Arbitration bagan to
hamper the prograss of dissrmamant, The problema

- of war and the problem of threa’ of wir wara isolatad
-one from the other and separatsly tiozled. Mr.
Myers points out how the Iatter of the two problons
-forma & kind of inner liaing to the formar mnd has,

therefore, engaged the .most garfous attention of the
League of Nations :— = ' '

 No goverament in the world,” ho obaerves, “ questiona
+ thas cutright war would be an offence against interna,
tional society aud shonld command its own influencar
towards stopping it, But to deoida whioh side to supposi
inwtopping a oonfliot is quite another matter. The .conti
auous conferanoe machinsry of the League of Nations and
the exteasive developmens of pacifie metilement, espeois
ally she gonciliation method, have made it poasible to go
farther baok than tho actual outbreak of war in a solution
of the problem. ... ... The test of good faith and good-will
roay uow ba gaid to bs the extent to which a state places
a dispute, which its own diplomacy has failed to settle,
ocumpletely in the hands and under the jurisdiotion of some
type of pacifia settlement machinery, befors taking any
. OWers actd or resorting to mebilization, In other wordsy
the problem of war—-the eventuality for which armament
is ostensibly maintained—is now being positively attacked
on its inner line, and is is the threat of war which a grow,
ing machinery of international agreement is. being oons
struoted for handling. *

The third and ourrent phase of disarmament
relates to the question of equality of status of sll
signatories to a world disarmament sonvention, The
torms equality and seourity have universal as well
as Buropean implications. To Franoe, security
mesns not 80 muoch the abolition of fear of war by a
system_ of pacific eettlement of internationsal dis-
putes, but the creation of an Insernational Army or
the assurapca of military assistance from othar
powers in the event.of a war with Garmany. To
Garmany, equality maeans nothing more than the
abolition of the armament restrictions imposed upon
her by the Treaty of Versailles. Such attitudes of
France and Gormany towards the questions of
equality and seourity soon invesied the dissussions
at the World Disarmament Qonferenca with a parely
Europsan colour and rendered the international
machinery of the League of Nations an inappropriate
mediam of setiling the squabbles of the Earopaan
oontinent., The four graat powers of Huarope—
England, France, Iialy and (_}armmy--ara now
trying hard to compose their diffsrences regsrding
seourity and equality, and until they sucoeed in that
attempt the universal character of tha World Dis-
armament Canferenca oannot be restored.

The present disarmament tangle is chiefly
due to the difficulty of harmonising ths provi.
siona of ths Draft Convention on Disarmament
with the Disarmament Clauses of the Treaty of
Versailles. The oclamour for the revision of
Paace Treaties and for equality of slatus  of
Garmany i3 based upon the Garman interpretations

' of the Poaca Treaties, soma of whioh are roasonable

while others are far-futched and uatrue, Take, for
instance, the controvorsy on the war guilt cl.au_ga of
the Treaty of Versailles. The official Baglish and
French varsions of that clause contain the word
‘damage’ while the. German translation contains the
word ‘guilt’. But for this unfortunate carslessness
in translation, much of the bitterness of feeling
between Gerwany and Franca could have baen
avoided. Mr. Myers piints out: * Tha ohief point
on which the German varsion diffsred from tha Frangh
and Baglish wa3 due to choica of expression with
respact to the phrase ‘for causiag all tha loss and
damage.’ In the German version tae causation of
the loas and damaga takas on the flavour of instigr
tion... Inthapapilar Garnan literature Ack, 251
of Versailles i3 611123 the ‘3ohuldartikal’, the article
on guilt.... Toe article (tbs Eaglish and Gor:nan
versions of which coatain tha word ‘damagd) is
inten led to do no mara than 2 recsed sha lagat fa3s
that the cantral states as 8 group strack the first .
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blow,” As regards the question of equality, however,
certain facts given- by Mr. Myers oclearly justifyi
the view that the Germans are right and the French
snd their allies are wrong. The preamble to the
armament clsuses of the Versailles Treaty expressly’
contairsthe proviso: “In order to render possible’
the initiation of a generallimitation of the armaments,
. of all nations, Germany undertakes striotly to ob-
serve the military, naval and air clauses:which;
follow.” The Allied and Associated Powers of the:
- Great War have, thus, voluntarily imposed upon;
themnelves tbe obligation to-disarm and they seemj
now to deoline that engagement on the fictitious

~ ground of non-observance by Germany of the arma-';

ment restrictions of the Treaty of Versailles. Mr.
Myers rightly observes: - !
“Now, the defeated powers having folfilled their side
of the dargain the qunestion remains to determine what
the bargain aotuslly is. The conditions inoumbens upon
the defeated powers were established ¢ to render possible
the ipitiation of a genoral limitation of the armaments of;

all natfons,” Striot observance of the conditions by Ger-
wany and the others is to be assumed unless there are:
specifie allegations to the contrary. .If no mtate has,
svidence of sufficient gravity to warrant reguasting the’

. Council of the League to exercise the right of investigation,
+ itean bardly alloge sucoessfully that non-observance by,

. Germany or any other defeated state is sufficient cause-
for it to deoline any engagement of dissrmament, Never-
theless, puch hints have been made and arguments based
upon them.”

T. S, RAMANUJAM.

RELIGION IN SOVIET RUSSIA.
RELIGION AND COMMUNISM. By JuLius

F. HeckER, ( Chapman & Hall.) 1933. 22cm.
302p.

DR, HECKER bas already distinguished himself as an
impartial and objective writer on Soviet affairs and
the present book comes up fully to the expectations
raised by his * Moscow Dislogues.” The first few
-chapters of the book are devoted to the history of the
Russian -Orthodox Church, followed by a shart but
clear account of the various non-conformist move-
‘ments, The history of the rationalist movement in
the Bussian Empire is then traced and finally there
is given an aoccount of the anti-religious movement
in the U, 8. 8. R.

_In most other couniries as in Russia, the
religion of the people consisted of a series of per-
formances wholly unconnected with any religious
philosophy as such, The Russian organised Church
was no exception to the rule, that the Church is
always on the side of Might. During the regime of
the Tzars the Church was no more than a depart-
ment of the State, presided over by a Synod nomina-
ted by the Emperor. .It can well be imagined how
useful it must have been for the despotic Tzars to
have such &n army of priests, bishops and other
dignitaries to uphold their authority over the
ignorant peasants, After the revolution, the Patri-
arch made attempts to resist the authority of the
Soviet government, but these proved unsuccessful
and a few bishops and priests revolted against the
Patriarch and drove him out of office. This group
of religious revolters made it up with the govern-
ment and even “ declared ospitalism a deadly sim
and pronouncaed the social revolution just,

This shows more olearly than anything else
. how the Church in Russia is again trying to take up
the traditional sttitude of supporting eivil authority.
In Germany, for example, Catholics and Protestants
are vying with eack other to support- Hitler in his

ra

crusade against liberalism, pacifism, and inter--
national understanding. In Russia, on the other
hand, the Orthodox Church -is declering iteslf as
opposed to capitalism. With the Church, Might is
always Right! ' '

In Russia, as in other countries, the Church is
the last to revolt againet social injustice. The
agitation against slavery, the anti-war movemeni,
the amelioration of labour, the temperance move-
ment and a dozen other movements for the better-
ment of the lot of man have had no active eupport -
of the various religions and of the orgsnised
Churches. :

Of ocourse, today, the Soviet government bave -
givenup their former strong opposition to the Obkaroh,

'| whioh, in their opinion, is plready in the throes of

death. They have only restrioted its fields of

activity. Thus religious education in schools is .
prohibited ; the Church is not allowed to own any -
property ; persons below 18 are not allowed to he -
admitted into the schools conducted by the Churches -
for religions instruction; social work, especinlly

charitable work, has been taken out of the hends of

the olergy and entrusted to officials ; religious

festivals are no longer declared holidaye.  All

these measures have succeeded in confining the

Churches to their proper function of satisfying the

strictly religious needs of the citizens, if they have

sny. The natural result has been that many
churches, monasteries, stc, became free and bave been

taken over by the State for communal purposes

The active agitation carried on by the " Godless

International ” in the Red Army, the Worker's Celle,

the Youth Groups, etc. through libraries, redio,

magazines, posters and meetings is also bearing fruit -
and the younger generation is largely atheistio in
its outlook.

All stheists will thank Dr. Hecker for thie
excellent book and wish the Russian atheists -every
sucoess in their fight against the forces of darkness.

‘ D. D. KARVE.

LIFE OF JOHN HAMPDEN

JOHN HAMPDEN. By HUGH R0sS WILLIAMBON.
(Hodder & Stoughton.) 1933. 23cm. 359p. 12/6.

THIS book represents a pisce of good earnest . work
Although perhaps there is little which will be new
to students of the Puritan Revolution, yet there 1s
a great deal sbout Hampden which is not found in
any book on the peried. The work is based on the
numerous publications on the Purifan Revelution as
well as on the documents of Hampden's time. or
the numbers of these sources, some idea may be
formed by looking at the bibliography at the end of
the book, but even the Jong list there given does not
exhaust all the authorities of the kind which have
been placed under contribution. In short, no work
lately published seems to have escaped the author.

It was in 1831 that a biography of Hampden
from the pen of Lord Nugent entitled "So;ne M.smo-
rials of John Hampden, his party and his times’ was
published, and since then, for over & century, there
hase not been 8 biography on the hero of the Ship-
Money case, except a life-sketch by 8. R. Gardiner
in the Encyclopaedia Britannica and & short memoir-
contributed by Sir Charles Firth to the Dictionery
of National Biography. The book before us supplies
a long' felt need. Hampden's work has not been .
properly appreciated by historians. Hg lgad the
misfortune to be oversbadowed in bis lifetime by

 Pym =and to be eclipsed after c_ieath by Oliver:
' Cromwell. The author, however, gives
| pretation of -the life of Hampden. There

s new iInter-.
is far
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more truth in the Royalist assertion that Hampden
was the prime mover in the ‘mischief® than in the
Whig disclaimer”, aays the author. The author points
out that Sir John Eliot was the political mentor of

Hampden and that in the period before Bliot's im-

prisonment Hampden was a mere apectator of the

stirring events. But in those days Hampden was a

constitutionaliat, ‘as pedantically careful of prece-
dent as was the King himself." The turning point
in his career was the imprisonmeat and death of Sir
John Eliot in the Tower. The incarceration of his
political menior and the refussl of Charles I to let
Eliot's body be buried among his ancestora in his
Cornish bome brought about a change in Hampden's
attitude towards the King. Hampden the - Constitu-
tionalist soon developed into Hampden the Revolu-
tionary and the avenger of Eliot, Hampden was
convinced that force alone would settle the constitu-
tional struggle and he worked hard to prevent peace
without vietory. .

This is certainly a new interpretation of the life
of Hampden. As the book is documented st every
lmportant point, it may be regarded ss an authorita-
tive publication. We only wish that the author had
glven some intimate details of Hampden’s family
hfie}, especially his relations with hia first and second
wifa. - :

Oun the whole, the book under review is a sterling
l_)ook. one which places its writer very high indeed
in the ranks of real scholars. We strongly recoms
mend if to all who wish to deepen their knowledge
of Hampden and his times. It is a thorough, accurate
Piece of work, full of information only to bs found
by very extensive reading. :

M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM,

RURAL ECONOMICS OF PUNJAB.

AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF KALA GADD!
THAMMAN (CHAK 73 G. B) IN LYALLPUR
DISTRICT. By RANDHIR SiNGH. ( The Board

of Economic Inquiry, Punjab.) 1932. 25¢cm,
- 200p. Rs. 4.

THI_S is the survey of a Canal Colony village, and a
typicsl one of the newer colony villages brought in-
to being by the. irrigation schemee introduced into
the Ponjab. It has an area of 1856 acres, of which
1363 are irrrigated, and a population of 920 consist-
ing mainly of the Sikh Jats. The landholders sre
peasan{s who .have been given proprietary
rights in 1912 on payment of only Rs. 12-8-0, Thero
18a widow who is a reni-receiving landlord and
nineteen others who are not dependent on agriculture,
but al] the others are either landhoiders, tenants or
agricultural labourers. Some resort to cloth-weaving
tallgr_mg, washing, shoe-making, "
addition to_cultivation of lands, while others supple-
ment their income by renting out their carts for trang-
porting the produce of the village to the market, The
cultivators spend their slack seasons in doing work
connected with their holdings. Though the Kharif
crops like sugarcans, cotton, maize and fodder are
paving, the Rabi ones like wheat, torai and fodder
predominate. The irrigation is certain and regular
and the perceniage of failore is about 3. The only
manure In use is the farm yard manure, but im-
proved seeds and implements are becoming popular,
The internal distribution of water is arranged by the
landholders themselves on the basis of the warbandi
fized by the Irrigation Department. Thera have
been no quarrels about irrigation but there have been
mutually sdvaniageous exchanges of rotations. The
average holding is of 202 acres and there is..not

auch of fragmentation, The land revenue which is

and dyeing, in’

oollected without resort to coercive processes comes
to Ra. 5—0-8 per acre and with the occupiers’ rates
and other cesses it comes to Rs. 10-10-0 per aore. As
usual it has always been increasing. The samindars
ate not aware of the facilitics afforded to them by
Government by means of loans for agricultural pur.
posea and land improvements.  Till 1927, the price’ -
of land as well a8 its mortgage value bas been 'ris-
ing steadily, though proprietary rights were confer-.
;ed by the State fora nominal payment of Rs, 12-8-0
n 1912. C ' :

There is only one co-operative credit sccisty, of
which only landholders are members. . There are no
consumers’ and suppliers’ co-cperative socisties in
the village. Some of the landholders themselves.
have taken to money-lending, The total indebted-
ness of the whole village amounts to Rs. 96,000, &
pretty large sum for the village. Though the price
of the Iand is high, the cash rents are very low. The
tenants who are neur relatives of the landlords are
more or less permanent, but others are often changed.
Though a small village, it is typical of the conditions
of the canal area,

This survey is full of useful details such =a
causes of death, a census statement of customary
wages of the kamins of the village, the waterings,
ploughings, and the manure required for particular
erops, the cost of oultivation, an estimate of the
yield, eto. Such details, though taxing to » ocasual
reader, have s great significance for & student of rural
economics, Strict adherence to B general ques-
tionnaire may not bring outtha apacial features of a

locality, but it is the only safe way open when data,
 should be obtained for comparison and ¢ompilation.

N. 8. 8.

SHORT NOTICES.

THE PERMANENT SETTLEMENT IN BEN-
.GAL. By SACHIN SEN, ( M. C. Sarkar & Bong,
15 College Square, Calcutts,) 1933, 23cm. 47p.

Re. 1.
IN this pamphlet Mr. Sachin Sen attempts to put
forward a defence of the system of permanent land
revenue settlement established in Bengsl in 1793,
which has since become the subject of so much
oriticism. The author proposed to show that (1) the

landlords do not intercept a large profit, (2) that the

oultivating clags of Bengal is not worse off than that
of other provinces, (3} that the landlords cannot act
arbitrarily, (4) that the Government do not stand to
lose by the settlement and (5) that an attack on the
fundamentals of the settlement will be a blunder.

But when all i esid and done, the fact remains
that the zamindars of Bengsl are absentes landlords,
and, if as the author attempts to prove, they are not
well off under the settlement, it is & faot for which
they alone are responsible and not any one else, What
Mr. Sen says in regard to this does not detract how-
ever from the esgsential truth of the oriticisma
levelled againat the system. In fact everything that
he says in defence of the landlords can be
furned against the system itself and can be used
as an argument for the abolition of & system which
does not benefi either landlerds, tenants or the
(rovernment.

In the first fow years after the settlement Bengal
may have prospered, but as time went on fhe very:
security afforded to the zamindars made them indiff-
erent Iandlords, and robbed the seitiement of the
‘advantages which it was intended to afford. Mr. Sen
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_ seys that for the-economic proeperity of Bengal nof
the abolition of the permanent settlement but other
measures are neceseary. True, but the mbolition or
at lemst a modification of the system ia nlso. an
sesential thing. ' !

C. V. HANUMANTHA RaO.

. THE NATICN AT €SCHOOL. By F. 8 MARVIN.

(Oxford University Press) 1933. 20cm. 172p.

Bl—
TBIS beck derle with the whole fabrio of the eystem
of education in England as it exists to-day and traces
its cevelorment frcm eerly years, The suthor has
attempted to describe in short end evaluate what is
being done under tke neme of educetion in that
country. It is interesting to see how the duty of
educsting the child kar been greduslly transferred
frem the perent to the State, end bow the domine-
ting plece which ie now occupied by the State wes
assumed through the surremsacy of the Church, partly
from gpoliticsl motives,

After taking 8 historical survey the suthor hes
proceeded to desl with gorce different types of scheole,
vig. 'villege schcols, private schools and public
schocls, PBerides, there sre chapters cn topics such
g8 ‘exsmination,’ ‘the general aim’of educstion,’
* technical training,’ ete. Mr. Marvifi gives us in
this little book a fine panoramio view of the educa-
tional system of England and further points out the
lines on which future development may {ake place,

B. D, K

THE RIDDLE OF THIS WORLD. By AURC-

BINDO, { Arya Publishing House, Calcutta. )
1933, 20em, 109p, Rs. 2.

THIS emall book §s & collection of the author's
“answers to questions raired by his diseiples or others
interested in Yoga or spiritual life, and his observa-
tions on letters from outside,” To understand this
beok the resder must first be well equipped with the
* kpowledge of Eastern and Western philosophy and
the besrings on it of modern seiences. Without such
a lbackground the book is unintelligible, 8ri
Aurabindo’s position can be very well explained in
his own words:

“Hurcpean metapbysical thought... does mot in ite
‘method end result go beyond theintelleot. Bat the intellect
i incapable of knowing the suprems.., Truth, It can
only range about seeking for Truth ., , Mind cannot errive
at Truth ... At the end of European thought therefore
there rust always be agnosticiem, declared or fmplicit.”
And go it is really. Bradley and others have
arrived through intellectual thinking at the idea of an
“Other beyond Thought”. Intellectual speculation
and logical reasoning can only go eo far. But this
knowledge of something *other than thought”
compels us to admit that there must be other ways
to renlice this higher consociousnees and one of those
ways is yoga. When we take up this position with
. humility, after reslising the helplessness and hope-
lessnees of our reason and intellect, then alone the
Divine within and without ran be approached under
the guidance of a epiritual guru. That such spiritual
gurus can confer this power of visualising the
Divine is amply demonstrated in the cases of Swami
Vivekanand snd others whose agnosticism and
atheism soon melted away like mist before the
rising sun as soon as they caught a glimpse of the
Supreme. It comes to this then that there are higher

and ** grnded worlds, ™ © greater and greater truths, ™
“higher and higber personalities” attainable through
several births, and to realise them, the methods are-
also other than those normally used. When one is-
driven to this position, then Sri Awurobinde's book
becomes intelligible. To those who have not grasped
this position, it is only a tangled ekein of unintel.
ligible -terms., We wich Sri Aurobindo would.
publish his crystallised syetem of Yoga for the
Lenefit of those who wish to follow that path.

V. M. BHAT.

BY INDRA'S AID. A Glimpse of life in the-
Vedioc Age. By FRaAXK K. £ELL. (Bangalore -
Printing & Putliching Co.,). 1833. 20cm. 180p.

“Mv endesvour has beentodepict the Aryans a8 men
having like passions as ourselves, I have attempted
to eketch what I may term the probable sactualities
of their daily lives", writes the author in the prefac_a,
and it may at once be said that he has sucpeedad i
his purpcse. The details of Vedic life depicted here-
in assume the guise of a story, and it is not al.wa.ys
essy to maintain the story interest without prejudice
to historical accuracy. There is the constant danger -
of the imagination outstepping the bounds warranted
by historical dsta, and it is to the credit of the author -
that he hag sailed clear of this temptation, It is.
inevitablo thatin a book of this nature the suthor
ghould adopt one or other of the many theories .
regarding the detsils of Vedie life without at the
game time stating his ressons for doing eo. But the-
notes at the end contain sufficient explapation for the
course followed by the author in each care. Profes-
gedly written for school uvse, the merit of the book
lies in its presentstion of Vedie life in s1mplq langu-
age and in a manner that will interest and instruct
the High School student. The book i{s well printed
and the get-up is attractive. o
K A N

BOOKS RECEIVED.

INDUSTRIAL POLICY OF INDIA WITH S8PECIAL REFE-
RENCE TO CUSTOMS TARIFF. ByC.N. VAL and.
MUNSEL (Studies in Tndian Fconomics, No.7) (Long-
mans, Bombay.} 1934. 22cm. 271p. Rs. 5. o

THE PEOPLING OF AUSTRALIA (FURTHER STUDIES)
By Various Authors. (Pacific Relations Series, No. 4}
(¢ Molbcurne University Press.) 1923, £0cm. 327p. (/6.

CHILD MARRIAGE: THE INDIAN MINOTAUR. By
TFLrANOR ¥, RATEECRNE, (Alien & Unwin.) 1934, 20cm,
138p. 2/6.

THEE LIVING WAGE INK AUSTRALIA. By D. T. BAWEKIKG.
(Melbourne University Press. ) 1933, 22cm. 64p. 2/6,

PARLIAMENT OR DICTATORSHIP? By tbe MARUESZCY
LOTHIAN and Others. (Tbe Srectator Booklets Beries -
No.l) (Metbuen,) 1934, 18cm. 58p. 1/~

PHE LAND AND LIFE OF INDIA. By MARGARET READ.
(Edinturgh House Press.) 1934, ZCem. 144p. 2/ .

THE GOLDEN EREATH: STUDIES 1K FIVE POETS OF
THE NEW INDIA. By MULK Ra7 ANAND. (Murray.)
1933, 18cm. 136p. 8/6.

AFTER DEATH?! ByFErLwyYN BEvaN and Others.
Spectator Booklets Beries, No. 1) (Methuen.)
18cm. 57p. 1/-.

LAND OF WONDER AND FEAR. ByF.A. MITCHELL~
HiroEs. (Duckworth) 193L 22om. 265p.
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