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Toyics of the IWeck.

The Bowley~Robertson Report.

THE report of the British experts invited by
the Government of India to advise them on an eco.
nomic census and organisation of statistical intelli-
goence closely follows the anticipations that were
entertsined, On the latter subject the experts condemn
the present improvised and unsafisfactory machinery
for the collection of eommercial intelligence, They
recommend =& specisl, competent and permanent
orgaunisation for the purpose of colleeting economie
information and supplying it in suitable form to

the exeoutive ecouncil. It is recommended that the |-

head of this organisation should be in direet touch
with the economic committee of the executive council.
The experts also recommend the snactment of a
measure making obligatory the maintenance and sup-
ply of information. The training of the investigating
staff is generally supported by the experts, but it is
doubtful whether the factory inspectors’ staff will be
more suitable than a specially maintained body of

* investigators wunder - the ministry of = $rade.
The experts' roport does not recommend any
goneral estimate of the income of the people. On
the other hand they recommend that & census of
production in rural aad urban areas on the bagis of
sampled inquirics should be attempted. They
recognise the peculiar physical and psychologieal
diffioulties in the way of any reliable rural census
in India. They, therefors, recommend that a number
of investigators should be speciaily trained and that
they should be sent tfo live in the selected villages
during the period of inquiry, which might extend
over & few years, The ec-operation of local agencies
such as school fenchers is also recommended.

A good deal will naturally depend upon sampl-
ing and the methods of investigation. The Govern-
ment have ignored expert Indian opinfon long enough

'to justify a doubt,as to the attitude of Government
" In thess respects.

It is essential that expert and in-
dependent Indian opinion should be consulted by
Government befora practical steps in these matters
are taken. Any suspicion that the census is being
guided by particular political or fiscal purposes will
only ensure its failure. The method of sampling is
only of a limited applioation to urban areas. Hencs
the experts recommend, in the first instance, surveys
of larger towns based on a sample inquiry of per-
sonnel and occupations of the families and their
income. It is expected that these inquiries in rural
and urban areas will supply at least workable mate-
rial for etucidating suoch topics ss the cost of culti-
vation, distribution of agricultural income, standard
of life, wages, profits, taxes, eto, If the Government
of India take early action on this report, and if they
satisfy competent public opinion on the subject of
sampling and method a good deal will bs achieved
towards modernising the statistical equipment of
India. At present much is talked mbout economic
planning in this country but, as the experts them-
selves hint, in the absence of adequate data and com-
potent machinery more harm than good is likely to
result from State intervention in partioular industries,
It is doubtful how far Government are prepared to
launch an independent and bong fide inquiry of the
nature recommended by the experts. It is up to public
opinion in general and the legielatures in particular
to organise the necessary pressure for Government
to move in the matter, o

*

* .

Indianisation of the I C. S, .

A MOTION asking for a substantial inoresse in
the Indian recruitment to the Indian Civil S8ervies
was recently discuesed in tha Couneil of State,
While it is undeniable that the Service is being
increasingly Indianised, it is equally beyond questioa
that its rate of progress is exasperatingly slow. In
1911, out of & total membership of 1,300, the Service
had a sprinkling of only 64 Indiane. Thanka to the
persistence of Indian agitation, the position.has
latterly improved somewhat, but not to the -extont
desired by publio opinion. From 64 the number of
Indians had gone up in 1932 to 368-a rise of 300 in
22 yesrs—in & service numbering 1,177 members,
wh_ml.; works out to 31 per cent. of the total cadre.
This is far from the fifty—fifty proportion which, under
the Lee Commission proposals since accepted by the
Governmeut, is to be reached in 1939, It was pro-
bably;’ the fear that Indianieation of the Service even
to this limited extent may be difficnlt of attainment
that impelled the mover to bring up the subject for
discussion. ' The Home Secretary, who acted as the
spokesman of Government, tried to assure his hesrers
how surprisingly great were the strides which Indi-
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enisation of the L C. 8. had made during recent years .

and how the plan of completing one half of it five
yenrs hence would be strictly adhered ‘to: but his
explanation, with whatever force it might bave been
put forward, was hardly better than mere sye-wash.

. Wae do not know why the mover of the resolution
should have found is necessary to dissociate himself
from the demand for the stoppage of European re-
cruitiment for the Service. Does he labour under
the deiusion that it prooeeds from irresponsible
quarters and is sponsoroed by impatient idealists ?
All we need do by way of dispelling his mis-
givings is to point out that the demand hes secured
the backing of puch & responsible and sober group,of
political reformers a8 the Liberals who lent the weight
of their influence to it as far back as more than ten
years ago. Bui if be cannot stomach the idea of
recruiting no more Europeans to the Indian Civil
Sorvice, to what extent would be like ita Indianisat-
ion to proceed ? His speech does not make his inten-
tioos cleasr. Ho would have helped in a better
appreciation by the public of what he wants if he
had nienvioned the outside limit to whioh he would
have the substantiaily increased recruitment, which
‘he go ardently desired, to work up to and that in how
many years. “ A measurable distanoe of time” is
kardly helpful to show exactly how much he would
like the Indianisation to be speeded up. Is it not
sufer in such matters to state one’s intentions with
as much preeision as possible ?
* + | ]

Plea for Better Railway Travel Amenitles,

IN his speech in the Legislative Assembly on a
out motion to press for the provision of better travel
ametities torailway passengers Mr, N, M. Joshi as
usual championed the cause of the poor third class
passengerse and supported his advgoacy by facts and
arguinents whioch appeared to be almost unanswer-
able., It is obvious that as & commercial concern the
railways ought really to regard the contentment of
that class of passenger traffic which is most paying
as their special concern. In point of fact however
they care more for the higher classes which are not
as lucrative as the lowest class. Mr. Joshi had little
difficulty in proving that this was so and seems to be
doing it year after year without, however, much
effoct. Acoording to him, a first class geat is
used only 60 times in a year, & second class one
180 and a third class one 400 times. This leads
to no other conclusion than that while rolling
stock used in the case of the higher c¢lasses is
plentiful, that required for the carrisge of third
class traffic is inadequate, leading to overerowd-
ing and oonsequent discomfort to the travelling
publiec. The real point, however, is not so much
whether this or that class . suffers inconvenience from
overcrowding as whether it is not the lowest clags
that is most gainful to the railways. While every first
cless seat vields Re. 208, and every second class one
Ra. 236, every third olass geat.gives the Government
Rs. 241. Now, what does it cost to make a geat 7 A
combination of one first class seat and one and one
half second clase reat coste Re, 4,000 to the Govern-
ment and vields Rs. 562, while a third class seat
costs ovly Rs. 260 and yields Rs. 241, Isthere any
doubt that any invesiment on increasing third class
accommodation is more profitable then on any other
olass ? As can be easily seen, the number of per-
sone who can afford to travel in first class in this poor
gountry pannot be very larga. Mr. Joshi himself
puts it down at 40,000 consisting mostly of people
with an annual income of Rs. 12,000 and more., He
therefore suggested the appointment of a committee
to go seriously into the question of the reorganisa-’
tion of our passenger traffic system with a view to

’

bringing it more closely into relation with the
economic oconditions in the country. If asa result
of ite investigations the commitiee proposed the
abolition of the first and second olasses, it need not
be looked upon a8 a grave caiamity. We do hope the
Government will give their earnest oconsideration to
Mr. Joshi's suggestion.
- » L

Educationo in Madras.

EDUOATIONALLY Madras is generally balieved
to be more advanoed than Bombay ; but the impres-
sion is not borne out by the figures of literaoy given
in the report of the Director of Publie Instruction for
that presidency for 1932-33, It is true that the
number of eduoational institusions and of soholars in
them is larger than in the Western presidency; but so
far as the proportion of literacy goes, it is not very
much higher than in Bombsay, being 6.2 asagainst
Borbay's 6-11. But though the general level of
literacy is very nearly equal in both oases, the num- .
ber of literates in Madres is, as stated already, muoch
larger. The population of the southern presidenay is
more than twice that of Bombay, being 46 and 21
millions respectively ; but the number of eduotional
institutions in the former is more than three times
that in the latter (52,483 and 16,871 respectively).
The same proportion does not however hold good in
relation to the number of students, which for Madras
was nearly 3 millions as against 1,332,693
for Bombay.

Nor does the number of students in arts colleges
in the two presidencies show any very marked
difference. If Madras had about 12,000 male stud-
ents in receipt of University education, Bombay had
ounly 3000 lese, The secondary stage claimed a littlo
more than 1} lakh students in boys’ schools in Madras
in comparison to 83,0600 in Bombay; while the
number in the primary schools stood at nesrly 214
millions as against less than one miilion in Bombay.

Femala education, though more widely diffused,
cannot be said to be as widespread as the population
proportion would warrant, The total number of girl
students in recognised imstitutions was 391,743 in
Madras; while that for Bombay was 193,964, Though
Bombay does not boast of a separate girls’ college,
the number of lady students sttending men’s aris
colleges was 835; while in Madras with its 6 arts col-
leges for females the number was actually less. These
hed a strength of 512, which together with the 235
girls attending men's colleges made the total number
of girls receiving university eduoation 747,

But enough wiih this comparison with Bombay.
The last year witnessed a set-back in the number of
both educational institutions and of scholars attend-
ing them, the former by over 2600 and the latter by
as much as nearly 12,500. The latter would bave
been even larger but for the fact that the number of
girl students showed a uniform increase in ail stages
of instruction amounting to 4000, It is disheartening
to find that no new area was brought umder com-
pulsion during the year under report. In spite of the
general awakening of sympathy for the depressed
classes, several panchayats seem to have displayed
a deplorable tendency to segregate Adi-Dravida
pupils from pupiis belonging to higher castes and to
start separate schools.for them. The Government
degerve praise for putting a curb on this tendency by
refusing grants to schools not open to Adi-Dravida
pupile and by withdrawing them from those main-
tained specially for the Adi-Dravida pupils an
amalgamating both schools into one. -

L IR *
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Qond Seva Mandal’s Work.

OF the good work being carried on by Father
Elwin and his band of workers for the last two years
and more for the benefit of the Gonds so little is
known that we are sure our readers will welcome a re-
ference to it here. Theso welfare activities are under-
taken in the name of the Gond Seva Mandal - which
is modelled on the Bhil Seva Mandal working in
Gujerat under Mr. Thakkar's lendership for the up-
1ift of the Bhils. In addition to the main Ashram at
Karaniia, the Gond Seva Mandal condug“q five others,
in every one of which there is & primary school
attonded by about 30 children, a Hindi library and a
gsmall dispensary. A resident worker chosen from
smong the villagers themselves lives in each centre,
Onoe & week all the workers sra assembled together
in the Ashram and instructed in general knowledge,
first aid, music, eto,, the knowledge thus acquired by
them percolating in due eourse to the villagers by
their oontact with them. It need hardly be stated
that the knowledge imparted to them has close bear-
ing on looal needs and can be easily furned to
practiocal use.

The number of children coming under the
influence of the beneficent activities of the Mandal
comes to about 150. Every care is taken to keep the
oosta as low as possible, an Ashram building costing
tot more than Rs. 50 and its maintenance expensas
for a whole year coming to about thres times as much,
During the next year it is intended to start twelve
suach centres within a twelve-mile radius of the
Karanjia head-quarters; and to impart a definitely
vocational bias to the education givea at them. From
the numbers taking advantage of the faoilities for
medical relief provided by the Mandal, that part of
its work seems to have evoked widespread apprecia-
tion among the Gonds. The refuge for lepers whose
opening was in a way forced upon the Mandal by
the unexpected arrival on the same day of as many
a8 fivalepers has nine inmates, who receive food,
clothing, and anti-leprosy injections at the coat of the
institution. But its varied activities donot stop here.
It acts as a eort of arbitration court in petty Gond
digputes and renders valuable assistance in represent-
ing their grievances to the authorities. That its
efforts in this direction are not altogether wasted is
evident from the fact that begar or forced labour
within the area controlled by the Mandal hss now
become & thing of the past., The immediate needs
of the Mandal are a couple of horses for visiting
branch ashrams, funds for running two new schools
and the publication of & Gond primer and reader in
the local dialect and a large quantity of quinine,
vaseline and khadi cloth. We are confident that
those who appreciate fhe nation-building wvalue of
the Mandal's activities will see to it that these wants
are satisfied. -

Articles.

THE ROAD TO UNITY.

S was o be expected, the Government of India have
announced their intention to allow a meeting

of the Congress, whether of the Working Com-
mittee or of the bigger executive committee or of the
general body itself, to be held withous lat or
hindrance if the purpose of such a meeting is to stop
the civil disobedience movement in accordance with
M ahatma Gandhi’s advice. Government are at least
88 muoh interested in secing the movement brought
formally to & close as the Mahatma himself or non-

Congress parties, If the movement is discontinued
s there ia no doubt it will be, we hopa the release of
politioal prisoners will be apeeded up so that in s
short time there will be a general gaol delivery, and
in particular we hope Pandit Jawaharlal Nebra will
be set at liberty, The Congress policy oan be said to
have orientated itself only when it is decided upon in
consultation with him. As the Congrees organisation
was unable to take a final decision in regard to civil
disobedience over the head of Mahatma Gandhi, so
will it be unable to determine its political policy in
the ahsence of Pandit Nehru, and it would mske for
the steadying of our politics if the Government of
Indiarestored him to freedom soon enough. The repeal
of ‘repressive measures is a matler that falle in a.
different category. The ordinary legislative proce.
dure will take some time, and besides the Govern
menta in India will probably like to keep & watchful
eye on things for some time and satisfy themselves
that there is no likelibhood of the civil resistence
movement recrudescing befors they will consent to’
give up the powers of which they, are already in
possession. As to whether the Working Committee
or the All-India Congress Committes or & special
session of the Congress should be convened, it is not
for us outsiders to say. But it peems to us that there
is muoch forca in what Mr. Purshotam Tricumdas
says, viz, that more than three years having elapsed
since the election of the AILC.C., it would ba only
right to call a speoial session of the Congress and
take a final docision on the general policy at such a
meoting. It is olear, however, that whatever the deei-
sion of the Congress or the A.L.C.C., may be, the new
Swaraj party will oome into being and will start func~
tioning. If the Congress adopts the Council entry
programme, then the Swarajists will be the political
seotion of the Cox gress, the other section confining
itself to the constructive programme of khaddar and
harijan service and so forth, Bat if the Congress
oppoges Council entry, even then the Swarajists
will go forward ss a dissenting faction within the
Congress. What the Swarajists want is not Congress
approval 50 much as Mahatma's neutrality. This

" gxplains why Mr, K. M. Munshi does not want even

an ALCC. meeting to proncunce on their policy.
But, if non-Congressmen may express an opinion on

. this question, keeping in view the larger interests of
: the couniry, a special session of the Congress would

appear to be a fit instrument for taking deocisions for
Congressmen as s whole.

-In taking these decigions, it is fo be hoped that
the imperative need of the present moment for unity
among all politioal parties will not be lost sight of.
It would be nothing short of disaster if, juet when all
parties have agreed to use the constitutional weapon, -
they should split again on the way in which the
weapon should beused. In course of time divisions
will take place, and ought to take place, in nationa-
list ranks in consonance with the different sooial and
economic policies which they will pursue, but these
divisions may well wait for some time till the consti-
tutional question is out of the way. The Indian
Ezxpress, one of the numerous Free Press journals,

L3
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eays in this connexion: “The real issue before
the Congress is  whether it should go back
to the National Liberal programme of the pre-non-
cooperation days or inaugurate a post-noncooperation
era on the lines of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's Whith-
er India? There is no third alternstive,” This is
in our opinion an entirely wrong lead. If the Congrese
were to deocide hers and now which of these two
eourses it should follow, it would find itself broken
into fragments as soon as it meets. No single party
would be able to maintain its integrity if it tried
to formulate its economic and social policy. Nor is
it gquite necersary at this partioular time. The Swaraj
party, for instance, has not decided upon oapturing
the Councils under the existing constitution in order
to forward any particular social and economio pro-
gramme that it has set its heart upon. If that were
its objeot, it might well have waited for the new con-
stitution to come into force, when any such pro-
gramme will have a better chance. The reason why it
throws iteelf into the fray at this time is because it
realises the importance of all nationalists bending
their energies to the improvement, however little,
of the oconstitution that is being framed. The actual
work that eanbe done in the present Councils is of
subsidiary importance ; the main thing is to get the
Legiclatures and the constitusncies to give a clear
and unambiguous
will on the subject of the new constitution.

The instinot of the Swaraj party is right in this
maiter, and the Congress too will do weil not to pre-
cipitate internal divisions amongst us by furthering
any particular legislative programme just now. But
the Swaraj party too must sedulously refrain, if it
is to create a solidarity among all nationalist ele-
meants, from taking up & ory which, instead of weild-
ing all the various forces into a national party, will
drive them still further apart. “Rejection™ may waell
be such & ery. It is wholly unnecessary too when all
parfies can join in condemning the proposed reforms
in unmeasured terms, and when no party is prepared
to boycott the reforms when they come, whataver
they be, If words like “acceptance” or “rejection”,

which only ecause misapprohension and create:

differences where there are none, are avoided, unity,
g0 necessary in our political fight at present, will be
quite easy. The next General Election will then be
like ar All-Party Conferemce which was planned
in Bombay recently but which is probably being
abandoned; only it will be on a very much bigger
gsoale. Nor need you omit from the purview of this
Conference the communal award, on which people
feol 80 keenly but which had to be kept out from the
Bombay Conference. Provided we are clear about
one thing, viz. that the Councils are not to be tabooed
dn any account, and indeed that the more eager we
must be to go in, the worse it is, we may woell

demonstration of the national .

include the communal award among our grounds for
the condemnation of the White Paper eonstitution.
Wo may inolude several other matters too which
we think it prudent to leave out at All-Party Confe-
rences. Nomination of the States' representatives is
one of them, It might be wise—it s8 wise—not to
mention its disapproval too prominently in the
working polioy of any party ; but surely no one likes
nomination, and it will not be theoretically wrong
nor politioally inexpedient to make this an additional
ground for a' total disapproval of the comstitution.
The more, the merrier. If we fight the eleotions on
the sole issue of the acceptability of the constitution,
weo shall do very much more than what we had
hoped to do by organising an All-Party Conferenoe.

Indeed, one may go further and say that we may
put forward s specific demand to thes effect that the
India Biill, when it passes, should receive the impri-
mature of the approval of the Legislative Assembly
elected on the issue of the reforms, This will satisfy
to some degree India’s olaim to a right of self-deter-
mination, It does not derogate in any way from tha
sovereignty of the British Pariiament. That is fully
preserved by Parliament alone passing the Bill,
But, before the Bill becomes Law, it should be
submitted to the Indian legisiature in order to
consult Indian opinion in an effective way. Thers
is precedent for adopting such a measure. As wae
remarked in a recent issue, the Philippine Indepan-
dence Act passed by the Unifed States Congress
itself stipulated that the Philippine Legislature must
aocept the Act. Congressional power was certainly
not limited in any way by suoch a provision, On the

. contrary, the provision helped in a most admirable

manner to harmonise the supremacy of the United
States legislature with the right of tne Filipinos to be
taken into consultation. The United States in fackt
did not stop with consulting the Philippine legisla-
ture; the Jogislature was itself required to submit the
Act to the people of the Philippine Islands for rejeo-
tion or ratification, We may dispense with such elabo-~
rate provisions in our country. A plebiscite may
be abandoned hera as being too unwieldy. Butif the
legislature’s view is ascertained, then the Swaraj
Party’s cry for “rejection of the reforms"” will have
some reality. Rejection in the senss merely of un-,
acoeptability has no terrors for sny political party in
India, provided that suoh rejection does not involve
non-cooperation. On this kind of programme ail
can unite; for all parties are agreed in thinking that
tha reform proposals as they stand are hopelessly
meagre and inadequate. This iz a very good opportu-
nity for demonstrating public opinion on the consti-
tutional question, but an effective demonstration of
the kind requires that all other issues be put aside
for the present and that this issue alone be oon.
centrated upon,

CASTE AND OUTOASTE L

"HE first impression one gets on a perusal of Me,
Agarwal's bright little book® is that of a

strong rationalism contending against an
equally strong ancestor-worship. It is well that most
often reason hes gained the upper hand in the
struggle. But it has not done so always, Thus, on
p- 52, after explaining the caste system as a means
deliberately adopted by the Aryans to prevent
“ blocd-mixture,” in consequence of & hypothesized
* too bitter experience ” of the process in some earljer
age, he passes this judgment on them, that* they

. " “The Harijans in Rebellion: Case for the Removal of

Untoushability.” By O.B. Agarwa). ( Taraporevala.) 1934,
17om. 12ip. Be. 1L

i

went too far in prescribing such an inbumanpractios
as untouchability.” Then at once, as if this was
too hard on the Aryans, he softens and hesitatea:
“But as our knowledge of their conditions is far from
perfect, we oan merely hazard such an opinion. ”

The book is, as its author states in his Preface;
an adaptstion of a recent one in Marathi by Mr, 8,
M. Mate of Poona, well-known as s worker in the
cause of the Depressed Classes in Maharashtra, Mr.
Agarwal avows himself to belong to Mr. Mate's
school of social thought. From the latter-day activi-
ties of * Mate Master,” as he is popularly known, one
would think that our sauthor was one of those
extremely moderate gooial reformers who are for
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veform in prinociple but opposed to it in practice and 1
in detail. But the book under review belics the
expectation. It is true that there is evidence ia it of
that school’'s tendenoy to glorify our past and to
deprecate or belittle all alien sgenocies making for
reform and progress. 1§ ocontains also & lot of
patronising advice to the Harijans as to how to be-
have in order to deserve well of the higher oastes,
But only uncharitable readers will pretend to detect
in it any evidenoe for the charge which critics make
against the school, that it champions the Harijans
rather Bs pawns in their patron’s game than as
human beings with souls of their own. For, along
with a genuine sympathy for the Harijans, there is
evident on almost every page of this book the sense
of an obligation to improve their lof, even if it be
by saving them from themselves.

Mr. Agarwal gives: the name of the Marathi
work on which® his is based as “ Asprushyancha
Prashne. " The faulty fransliteration apart, thatis
not the title of the book., Mr. Mate, who prefersto
oall the Harijans “ Asprishta " ( the Untouched ), and
regards the term “ Asprisya’ ( Untouchable) as
derogatory to them, has entitled his Marathi book
* Agprishtancha Prashna” (srgzi=n s1#1, or the Problem
of the Untouched), instead of “Asprisyancha Prashna”
{ aterzrian w1, or the Problem of the Untouchables ). It
may be remarked, however, that both the terma * Un-
touched ’ and * Untouchable® are inapplicable to the
Harijans because, just as the darijans are untouched
and {regarded as) untouchable by the rest of the
Hindus, so are the latter untouched and (regarded as)
nntouchable by the Harijans, If a Brahman may
not touch a Mahsr, neither may a Mshar fouch a
Brahman, In fact the two classes of Harijans and
non-Harijans are mutually untouched -as well as
untouchable ’, or unspproached as well as ‘unap-
proachable’. And it is only because the former is
he wasker of yhe two classes numerically or other-
wise, that it suffers from what is & mutual ban,

In his first chapter, which deals mainly with the
history of the anti-untouchability movement, Mr,
Apgarwal blames the Indian National Congress for
taking up this reform, bacause it is “ a social problem
which does not interest all the .communities ' repre-
sented in the Congress; and for this reason he would
have the problem tackled by the Hindu Mahasabha
alone. Now, if there was one thing which the
National Congress ought never to have taken up, it
was the eaxtra-territorial sectarian quesiion of the
Tuorkish Khilafat of the Sunni Muslims; and equally
truly, if there was one thing which the Congress
might have -tackled from the very beginning of its
eareer, it was the civic gide of untouchability. It is
because Mr. Agarwal overlooks the oivic aspect of
the question that he cannot see how the Indian Na-
tiona} Congress as a secular body standing for the
rights and liberties of the whole of the Indian Nation,
of which the Harijans form so important s part,
would have been false fo the fundamental object of
its existence if it had ignored them. The Congress
is not conecerned with the Harijan as a Hindu or a
potential Hindu, but as a citizen of India andas a
citizen he labours under certain disabilities, what-
ever bearing these may have on the community or
religion to which he is now olaimed to belong,
OF course, the purely religious disabilities of the Ha-
rijan could be excepted and relegated to a communal
organisation of the Hindus ke the Mahasabha, Buf
to say that the whole of the Harijan question con-
cernsonly the Hindus and ought to have been left to
their Sabha is like saying that the N.~W, Frontier
question ought to be left to the Frontier branch of
the Muslim League, or that if the Agarwals are
disqualified to enter the Indian army, their grie-

Yy

vanoe must bé fackled by the All-India Vaisya Qon-
ference alone. .

Our author indeed has little faith in democracy.
He believes that the establishment of democracy in, :
India is only one of the many tricks which the Bri-
tishers are playing upon the peopls for the prolonga-
tion of their rule. Ha claims that there are many
other direct and less circuitous ways -of transferring
power to * theowners of the land,™ without specify-
ing those ways. In his opinion, “ 80 long asthe
various communities in India view one another with
distrust, the demooratic form of govermment is least,
suited to the country.” To sosialism and communism
Mr. Agarwal is equally opposed. One can only
infer that he stands for & benevolent despotism on a,
hereditary basis,

Mr. Agarwal devotes his next chapter to discuss«
ing the vexed question of the Harijans' numerical
strength. After an -elaborata examination of ther
several oriteria of untouchadbility and the different
estimates based upon them, the conclusion is arrived:
at that the correct estimate of their total number
in British India is 14'42 millions, and not 43 millions,.
as claimed by some. This leads up to an indictment

" of the Poona Pact as & “gross injustice done to the-

caste-Hindus”, since “the number of eeata allotted tos
the Harijans is entirely out of proportion to their

population.” However that may be, the author is onv
surer ground when he says, with regard tothe genesia.
aof the Paot (p. 3), that “if Mahatma Gandhi had not.
treated Dr. Ambedkar with scant ocourtesy at the.
second Round Table Conference, the latter could have

been won over and made to put his signature to ah.
arrangement far superior to the. .. Pact.” But when.
he claims that *“the Harijans have nothing to fear
irom the caste-Hindus in the future,” and that *the.
tremendous agitation oarried on all over India...

should be enough earnest of the good-will of the-
caste-Hindus" (p. 40), it cannot but strike a close-
observer of recent svents as being a too sanguine, if
not quite a delusive, hope for the Harijans to rest on..
They cannot have forgotten how only a few months.
ago at a municipal by-election in Bombay, the most.,
progressive and cosmopolitan of our cities, the high-
caste Hindu voters of & predominantly Hinda ward-
combined with the non-Hindus to elect a non-Hindu,
who was practically a stranger to publio life, in.
preference to so weall-known and public-spirited a
candidate as Mr. P. Baloo, who happens to be of

Harijan birth and had been supported by Congress.
and Hindu-Sabha leaders like (Gandhiji, Mrs, Naidu.
and Dr. Savarkar, Then, so recently as in February

last in the town of Thana, next to Bombay, a proposal

to throw open the municipal wells to all classes -
including the Harijans (the wells being presumably

up to then open to all, non-Hindus, 8s well as

Hindus except the Harijans ) could be carried only

with the onsting vote of the municipal president..

These surely are not very hopeful signs.

As an instance of the author's predilection for
glorifying our ancients without warrant, I may
mention his statement (p. 64) that Dnyanesvar was
“one of the greatest reformers in Maharashtra”, who
“opened the gates of Vedio spiritualism™ to the Hari-
jans, although, “according to the Shastras, the Harijans:
are debarred from hearing or reading the Vedas'*
What Dnyanésvar actually did was to make avail~
able to the non-Brahman Hindu masses some of the
Puranic or rather non-Vedic sacred Sanskrit litera~
ture through his Marathi{ paraphrases, This mesant

" no reform except in so far as Brahmanio bigotry had

in his time extended the ban on the Veda against

' Sudras to non-Vedie sacred literature like the epics

and the Puranas, and even to their vernacular ver-.
sions. ), What Dnyanesvar did was to ignore this last
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extension of the ban, a mera sacardotal prejndice
rather than a Sastric probibition, in opening up an
ancient non-Vedic composition like tre Gits to the
common people of his pruvince by paraphrasing it

- into Marathi verses, It may have been a service to
the Budras, but nct to the Harijane, except as the
Harijins, who sre callad Ati-Sudeas 1n Marathi, may
be iucjuded among Sudras, by which terw, according
to the strict orthodcx the: re, all non-Brahmans are
meant in this latter part of the XKa.i aue.

A glowing picture in presented on pp. 68-9 of
the condition of the Harijans under the Peshwas and
it i8 co) trasted with their position under the British
to the disparagement of the l«tter, It is all very wetl
B0 long as the other side of the picture of the Hari-
Jans’ treatmmer t under indigenous Hindu rule is not
presenited to the readers, It is all very well to read
of the Untouchablss having then had “many
pathaks or units of their own in the army,” if we
do not mind the impli+d segregarion, or if we ignore
other well-known pructices of those dazs, sich as
ocompelling the Harijaus while wakiag by putl.e
foutpafh.-n t» wear round their pecks entthen spitruons
in which to spit, lest they should spit on the paths
and their spitile defile the higher-caste pauple tread-
ing on it '

_Mr. Agarwal isa great believer in caste, of
which hie ideas ure, to sav the iea-t, very caricus
In a chapter headed “Conflict of Races” e treats the
©1ftes as thouqh they were s0 many races and fries
ip find euyenic reasons for their origin aud canrinua.
tion. His view is such ng no unhiass:d student of
the sei. ne s of ethnology and eugenics oin ace pt
{if the latter may be called s scienos st all at the
present staye of its development ). His theory also
runs coun:er to the or hodox tradition, accirding to
which all mankind was originally of one varna aond
then branched off into tour vurnas, which in twurn by
by miscegaunation, degeneration ete. gave ri-e to ali
the castes, trives and nations that on earth do dwell.
Erhunologically none of our castes, in the narrowest
sense of the term, und much less in its widest sensa
of varna, is racially pure. Each caste, once it was
formed, may have continued to ba a compiratively
pure group for cevturies, but to say that tre castes
were formed to prevent “blo,d mixture” isthe height
of abrurdity. The auth r presses into his service
thp history of Latin Ame-rica to support him in his
view of esste, “[he Spsniard and Portugnese Em-
pires in 8. A-neriva andtre French in N. A nerica”
we are tuld (p, 53), “failed beouuse they were *hybrid’
nations” : the colonists “lost themseives among the
nasives of the Innd' by murrying the wonen of the
land; the English, on the other hand, took their
swomen with them and se tled in America. This is
bardly correct. A great many of the earlier and the
m-jority of the latercotonists (rom Spainand Por ugat
did take their womenfulk with them, but theas
settlers tormed connections with Amerindian women
more freely than the Kngl sh did. Reially the N.
Amnericun nations sre scarcely less mixed than the
8. Amerioan. There is actunlly more iater-European,
though there may be less Eironean Amerindian cr
Negro-European, mixture in North Am.rics than in
8.uth, No Amneriean country in fact ig free from
racial mixture, whettier 1t be inter- Buropeanor Negro-
Amerindinn-Euiopean ; it is enly a question of more
or less and of which gort. Then, if freedom from
racial mixture wore a prine faztor in eolonial or
national success, the Scandinavian coleniis in Ice-
1and and Greenlund, which were the purest imagi-
rakle, w uld nnt hive heen the failures that they
have been. Indeed, India itvelf, the home of easte or
racialisin sanc ified, should have been the bappiest
l1and on earth, nnd not the door-nat it has heen for
every slien adventurer from Alexander tu Abdali

In this same chapter Mr. Agarwal mak:a mnch
of the social pr-judices ayaiaat inter-dining and
inter-nnarriiga obtuining among diTereut sactions of
Indian Mustims and Christians, Bat we must note -
that s social prejudice is one thing and a religious
taboo quits en thar, For instance, if any oneamong
the hign-class Sayyids, who are s+id not ro inter-
marry with the low-cliss Sheikhe, does marry
one of the lat-er, no mulla will issue a bull of
excommuuaicarion againyt the parties and heir das-
cendante, a+ a Swami may do in the ¢uss «f aninter-
caste marriage among his flock. If Christians of
diffurent sections whiosh are gaid not to inter-dine
do ro, it may be treated as an impronrietv ana not ag
8 8i « to be expinted with a prayaschitta. Wnes * caste’
there is among the followers of non-etanic religions
like Islam and Christianity i3 ingpite of their reli-
gioua tradition, and not becavse of it, ss among the
adherents of tha ethnie religion of Hindvism, Even
tha sucial prejudice not amounring to a religious
tahoo is nor without its parallet in Hinduism.
I'bus, if an inter-marrisge takes piace between the
Smarta and Vaishnava s.ctions of a caste which do
not usually inter-marry, tha parties are not outcasted
though the marriage may be disapp oved of.

To the * bitter experience of blood mixtura™
on which tbis chupter dwells the case of Sri Krirhoa,
the svatar of Vishnu aond snzpuer of the Gita, must
bs a remarkably sweet excoption; forthe traditional
peneniogizs mnke himn out to be the descendsnt of
the int:r-628te, even priiloms, union of the Kshatriya
king Yavati with the Brihmag Iady Dovagani, The
late Lord Birkenhead and Sir Riehard Burion, the
famous Orienialist and explorer, are said tu have had
xypsy biood in their veins; and either the lute
President Coolidge of the U, 8. A. or one of his
immedi.te cabinet colleagues could boast, it is said,
of Amerindian ancestry.

‘While the author is eager to share in the glory
of our ancients’ achievement, e. g., “ the wonderful
Hindu philosophy which stili {asninates the European
mind * (p. 33), he does not scruple to disclsim their
evil bequest. He blames Mahatma Gandbi for
calling the higher-caste Hind1s sinners, for * bow
weo are to bs held raspousible for the sinm of our
forefathers we do not know ” (p 103). 8o, it seems,
we mny repudiate ancestral liabilities  but claim
the aspats.

In an interesting but not strictly relavant chapter
on mixed marriages and inter-lining Mr. A garwsl
expatintes on the virtues of v-g:tarianism and tries
to justify the taboos on iuter-oa-te dining and marri-
age smonyg Hindus, He will not allow members of
vegetarian and non.vegetarian castes to inter-dine
even with the rastriction tnat only vegetarinn tood is
served to all on the ocea~ion. His objection that® if
wa allow interdining with persons who are non-
vegetarians we are likaly to dritt away from our
principles” { p. 92) invites the obvious retort that
peoole who are likely to drift away from their
“principles ”* by the mera sot of dining fa
compnany with psople of other principles or no prin-
ciples are uot at all worth their salt. muoh jess their
* pri ciples.” A virtus, it hus well bean said, whioh
ever needs to be guarded is scarcely worth the gen-
tinel. Besides, vegetarian virtue a<sociating with
non-vegetarian vice might well be expeoted to convert
it, instead of being perverted by it. And, then, if
inter-dining is to be t1booed becausa of tne danger of
contaminntion, wy not taboo also inter-lunching,
i ter-speaking, iuter-travelling, all inter-activiiy in
fact ? Mr. Agarwal wants the taboo on inter-caste
dining to be removed so far a8 vegetarian Brahmans
anl vegetarian Vaisya: ara councerned. But he
must know that the orthodox bave obj:cted to such &

Al
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proposal, raving that the na*ure of the food partaken
is not the only oonsideration which justifies the exist-
ing ban, or men might even dine with monkers.
 While on this subj-ot it may bo of interest to note
that in Bangal the Vaishnavas Nimasudras, who ara
strictest vegatacians and testotallers cuntinue to be
treated as ourcister, whereas the Brahm-yns who are
mostly carnivorous and many of whom indulge in
liquor also as Sakti-worshippers, take precedsnoe of
all orther ca-tes, just as elsswhere. O oustym, what
inconsistencies are prrpotrsted in tay nemel It was
' the emperor Akbar who said that tiie vaibure must
. be agouuntad the noblest of snimel kind, becanse it
_kiils no fellow-creatura for its food but lives only on
: garrion, and .is thus both harmless to all life and
. servicesble to man as a seavenger. [n the light of
. this remrk tha M shars and other !Harijins who sre
despigud for consuwniog the flash of o tile duad of
themselvea musi be held to be far noubler men than
those S:kta priests who torture the gost in =acrificing
it to rheir gods and goddesses. Yer, xays Mr. Agar-
wal, * it is weil-known that at relizious fuactions
the offerings of the gnds do not include auy non-
vegaturian food”™ (p.89). What is much ba‘ter
knuwn is the fact that va-t nunbers of goaty, buffi~
loes, fowls, &, are ocessionaliy as w.ll as ut tixed
sessons offored up to the gods throughout Hindu
India. In N. Indis even the Beahmos, who do not
obj:or to fl sh-food, make offerings of suoh food to
their manes and the gods at the sraddha ceremony.

- It is eurprizing that this chapter on inter-caste
marrisge and dining should have baen included
when we find is stated in an eariiar, more realistic
chapter hewded “ The Break down of the Varna-
Karma Bystem,™ that the Harijsn question * has
nothing to do with iater.diuing or with inter-
marrisges. These problems are nut peculiar to them.
They are common to all seciions of the Hindu
sociely,..and the Harijans have no special griovanca
in those respects ™ (p, 84 ),

In refreshing contrast with the hesitating
observat‘mn on the guilt of those who iastituted un-
touohability, already quoted, are the following
remarks on pp. 56-7 »—

“ Whatever the mative and whatever the l-gio, it is

f Do wse denying that in treating the Adi-Dravids as
. untduchables, the Aryans have made themseivea Ruawer-
able for o07e of the most atrovious orimes against huma-
niry recordedin the history of maa, Untouchabifity stapped
the growih of the Harijans spiritually, mentally and
in every other conceivable way. All tha qualities that

. diminguisk 8 humaa being from a beast remuined static
. in them, though they have mulii. lied in numbers. Lite-
, ratore and philosophy grew up in <appor: of the custom,

and ic became incorporated in tha religion of the people,-

The dootiine that a person is bors ina bigher or a lower
caste asocording to the degree of righteousness in hia

. Previous incarnation,...served to extinguish the lagt
vestiges of fire in the minds of the Harijans."

1 the fcllowing pascage in his chapter “ Shall We
lisregard the Shastras?” Mr. Agarwal stands forth
8 & rationalist pure and simple :—

“We stand not on theShastras but an the principles
of equality avd humunity . ... If the Shastras are in onp
favour, 50 much the better; bue if they sre unfarourable
to ut, we shall be untrug to our principles if we desiss
feom our gourse. We are bound to et as:de the Shastrio
tnjunot-ons, and strike a new path to suit the requice-
ments of our time. We are the mastera of this geluera-
tion, and we have every right to amend, alter or vary

. the laws in the light of our experience snd knowlpdge,

4

tiog our Dharma aod jussified its being oalled * Sans
tan’”  (pp. 62-3,)

In this wav we sball have earaed the oredit for psrpetua-.

In acquittingthe Brahman of any special
responsibility for “the 0immission of the erime ™ of
untouchability and making him a pa-tner in it
equally with the Kuhatriya and the Vaisya (and
why not the Sudra alz0?), Mr. Aysrwal may hopa to
please the Bruh:nan, a4 he fears he might displuase
the other twa . p.5+¢). Bus tha Bralunan cannot be
s0 ignorant as not to know that he has bean teacher
and law-giver to all the castes, and that, therefors,
the negative responsibility, at least, for not having’
sducased pzople out of the erime will justly attach to
him.

) S D. NADRARNL

( To ba conciuded )

@ur London Eetter,
- ﬁ

{ BY AIR MaIL.)
{ From Our Correspondent, )
LONDON, April &,
THE REFORMS. |

HILST with the reasons given in my last lotter
V I do not attach uadue importanca to the resulv
of the voting at last week's lory Conferencs,
the forth-coming visit of tke Vicerny shouvld do much
to re~ture & senswe of proportivn in those Conservative
gircles which *have besn of late disturbed by the
cantankerous propaganda of the Cuurochill-Lioyd
group. Mr. A. G Qardiner very rightly ohserves in a
recens articie in the S/ar, that Mr, Crurchili is really
aiming at & “come back™ ia pulitica. for which
purposa he may capture the Conservative Party, and
that he has used the Indisn issue s one thav gave
him tha best chanoe of Bo doing. The issita, as Mr.
(ardiner rightly says, “depends on whebher the rank
and file of the Conservative Paity will back Mr.
Baldwin and ths official leaders of the Party or Mr.
Churcnill’s reckless gamble wiith the [ndian Empire,”
The former realise that * if the British ocoupition
of India is to continue, B new busis of
relationship must be estiblished. Wea must govern
India by consent or not govern itatsll. " The
latter, whilst preteading to offer as an alternative
the Bimon Repott with the resarvation of Law
and Order inthe Provinces, have in reality no
other alternative then holding down [adia by foree.
Mr. Gardiner concludes that Mr. Biliwin and his
Conszrvative colleagues have been convertad tothe
view that the Guvernmoant ¢1at entered on suei an
enterprise as holding dowa India by force wouid
crash, - and in its plica would come a Liabour
Goverament, which would repudiata the whols pulicy
of repression and make a settienent with Tndia under
the worst possible conditions, and probably on the
mo:t disastrous terms, both for India and this
country.” The conversion of Mr. Buldwin and his
colleagues to the idea of the measure o self-govern-
ment for Indis adumrrated in the White Papar
proposals is due to ** a sheer compulsion of facts, ™

Neverthelesg in politics it .does not do to take.
anything toov essily for granted, and it is perhaps as
weil that the Viceroy, during his Jeave in. this
country, in the near fuiure, sh uld be available for
oonsultation by the Party leaders and by the Joick
Select Committee, whose Report ie unlikely £ vee
the light of day before the iddle of June, if then.
Lord Willingdon will return hers with a .pre-tige
second to that of none of his predece<sors. Fur good
or ill he has the reputation of beinyg the Viceroy whoe
successfully challenged the power of the Congress
and who crushed the Civil Disobedience mcvemnent.
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‘Whether any and what alternatives lie before the
Congress is comparatively unimportant in this connec-~
tion, If, as is reported in ocertain places, Lord
Willingdon upon his arrival here is going to stand
four-square upon the main proposals of the White
Paper, with especial reference to the transfer of Law
and Order in the Provinces, his attifiude is bound to
have s powerful influence in all responsible circles,
and it would appear to be extremely improbable that,
in the face of so powerful an advocacy as the
Viceroy's, the Joint Select Committes and the Govern-
ment would be disposed to truckie to the demands of
the diehard element in Parliament.

In the meanwhile it is noted here that, notwith-
standing Mr. Jinnah's personal view regarding the
merits of the federal scheme, the Mohammedans are
little disposed $o rejeot the advantages they find in
that scheme, subject, presumably, to such amend-
ments and modifications as their representatives,
headed by the Aga Khan, embodied in the Joint
Memorandum presented to the Joint Select Committes
last Docember, Begum Shah Nawaz's courageous
stand for the reforms has been much appreciated
here.

Another feature of the Indian situation that has
been widely commented upon is the appsrent decision,
pubject to Mr. Gandhi’s tacit approval, of a substan-
tial section of the Congress Party fo revive the Alil-
India Swaraj Party fo fight the fortheoming elections
o the Legislative Assembly. Under whatever pretext
a substantial section of the Congress Perty may have
decided upon Counecil re-entry, it is all to the good
that there is the olear prospect of their abjuring a
policy of political sterility and inactivity, the natural
corotlary of which should be the complete calling-off
of the civil disobedience movement, in which few
outside of the ranks of the Mahaims's closest com-
panions at present believe 88 an effective weapon of
political achievement. That some new instrument
of Congress policy and some new method of activity
for the fulfilment of the Congress purposes was being
urgenily called for had become obvious to disinter-
ested but friendly onlookers more than a year ago,
and it is & thousand pities that an eontire year has
been wasted by Congressmen who should have had
the courage of their convictions and a clearer sense
of reality, and who should have reorganised them-
selves accordingly.

INDO-IRISH TRADE NEGOTIATIONS.

It is reported in the Press to-day that trade nego-
tiations between the Irish Free State and the Govern-
- ment of India opened here yesterday. The possibility
of developing trade between India and the Irsh Free
State by tariff preferences will be discussed, the pre-
gsent meeting being the sequel to conversations which
took piace during the Ottawa Conference. The
representatives of India appointed by the Viceroy
with the Secretary of State’s approval are the High
Commigsioner, Sir Harry Lindsay, and Sir George
Rainey, Mz, Dulanty, the High Commissioner, is at
the head of the Irish Hree State delegation. Since
the subjeot of tariff preferences between India and the
Irish Free State was broached in Obttaws it remained
in sbeyance until recently, when Mr. do Valera's
Government, it is understood, suggested that the
negotiations should be reopened.

THE INDIAN EARTHQUAKE.

'The subseription lists opened here for the relief
of distress in the earthquake area in Bihar
are slowly filling up, and 'remittances are being sent
from time to time to India. In the nature of things
it is difficult to imagine at a distanoe the extent and
the intensity of the ‘disaster as they are realised so
intensely by those on the spot. If so much ruin can
have resulted from so comparatively slight a shifting

“of the centre of gravity of the Central Himalyan

magss, what must bave besn the nature of the oala~-
mity that resulted in the break-up of the Gondwana
Continent and the submersion under the watera of
the Indian Qcean of that vast portion of it that once:
conneoted India with Africa |

However, the important thing is not so much
speculation regarding the magnitude of the dissster
or its cauees, as the need to repair s quickly and
efficiently as human ingenuity can devise its con--
sequences, Mpr, C. F, Andrews, who is now on a
brief tour of the '‘Scandinavian oountries, aud of
Holland and Belgium on his way back here, in order
to acquaint the peoples of those countries more closely
with the extent of the present disaster, writes me that
it ia very probable that in the near future M. Pierre
Ceresole, & Swiss engineer, who with 8 mumber of
companions has for years devoted himpelf to recon-

struction in devastated areas, including most recently

Brym Mawr in South Wales, is going out to the-
stricken districts of Behar, with & view if possible
to meke suggestions, from a long and varied experi--
ence, for the restoration of life and activities there,
He will, I am confident, have & very warm welcome
on s}l hands, He will be bringing to his task a
knowledge and an understanding of the problems and
requirements of the situation such as few are en-
dowed with, and his practioal experience should
provide much encouragement and stimulation of
activities. It is also on the cards that an English-
man with high sngineering qualifications, and whose
name is well-known in Indis, msay presently be
deputed to go out for similar purposes after the
reaults of the monsoon have been fully observed. I am
not at liberty just now further to identify this
gentleman, but his visit, if finally decided upon,.
should be treated ia India as a gesture of practical
sympathy.

Ouw Lmliancentary Detter,

(Frora Onr Own Correspondent, )
New DeLHI, April 15th.
STATES' PROTECTION BILL.

| rYHE Princes’ Protection Bill was passed by the-

Legislative Assembily on Wednesday last in

practically the same form as had emgrged from
the Select Committes, Government agreeing only to
Mz, Neogy's amendment, which provided that “no-
court shall take cognizance of any offence punishable
under Section 2, unless upon & complaint made by
order of or under the authority from the Governor-
Genersal in Council or the Local Government.” All
other amendments were rejected snd the Assembly
could not effect any improvement in some of the
most objectionable clauses of the Bill, trenching:
upon the freedom of person and press. There was
s very determined fight to get the Press Clause either
deleted or at loast amended in such a form as to do-
away with its rigour ; but the Opposition could hardly
whip up thirty votes on their side while Government .
could easily count sixty on theirs.

Rao Bahadur Patil launched the at!:aok on the
Clause relating to Press and moved for its deletion.
He showed that even with the explanation ac!ded in
the Select Committee's Report, it would be difficult
for any newspaper to publish even statements of fact,.
thus depriving the States’ subjeots of the only
chance of ventilating their grievances. Diwan
Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar  thought tha_”
Clasuse %o be superfluous, ms the Frinces
Protection Act of 1922 had ocovered the same
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ound, The most objectionable part” of the
ow Bill was that it substituted an exeoutive
ial for judioial trial and also proposed to for-
ait the security of the press. He read out extracts
rom the opinions submitted by the Distriot
agistrates of Dharwar, Bombay and Belgaum and
howed that there was no necessity of such drastio
rovision. He thought it was perhaps the price they
ero paying for the princes joining the Federation.
r. C. 8, Ranga Iyer welcomed the Bill on the very
round that it facilitated the entry of the princes
uto the Federation. Himself a journalist, he thought
e Clause necessary to put down blackmailing by
o “ gutter press.” Mr. Joshi feared that the Bill
ould be a handicap on honest journalism and
lamed the princes coming forward to bribe journa-
ists instead of attempting to improve their ways. He
id not see any reason why they should not take
course fo legal action against-an offender, when
nglish kings appeared bafore the British Courts to
indicate their honour, If the princes were to be
rotected in this manner, equally was protection
equired against the princes making inroads into the
ublio life of British India by offering alluring jobs
Eo men in public life. Mr. Yamin Khan supported
he retention of the Clauss, as, according to him, the
formation of jathas was only an aftermath of the
r.mlant agitation in the press; and if they wanted
0 cat at the root of the evil, such a penal clause was a
necessity. Sir Cowagji held that even mere statament
of facts in the press, acourately and even faithfully
parrated, would come within the meshes of the
Clause, no matter if the writer had no intention ta
create hatred or contempt; for, he -contended, the
very faots would be so revolting that they could not

but oreate contempt against the administration of
the State concerned,

Sir Harry Haig in replying to the debate decla-
red that there was nothing to fear if there was no
intention to create disaffection and hatred. The
prosecution wonld have to prove that there was such
an aftempt, He again Iaid stress that the Bill was
required o curb the writings in the press that stirred
up communal hatred. He emphatioaliy repudiated
bhe suggestion that the Bill was an attempt to pur-
chase the support of the princes for the Federation,
The amendment was then defeated by a very big
Government majority.

When the attempt to delete the Clause was
defaated,_ amendments were moved by Mr. Lalchand
Naynlral to soften down its rigour, but the whole
series of them were unceremoniousiy rejected one after
snother. The amendment moved by Mr. Jadhav got
good support of the Opposition but to no effact Sir
Abdur Rahim maintained that fhe onus lay on the
accused to prove that he did mot intend to create
batred, and not on the prosecution. 8ir Cowasji
sppenled to the Government to redraft the explana-
bion to the Clause to meet the wishes of the Opposi-
fion, so that it would bs made explicit that bona fide
statements would not be penalised. Sir Harry Haig
however would not move from his -position and the
amendment - was rejected by a large Government
majority, Mr. Joshi moved a rider that the
Protection afforded by this Bill should be made

svailable to those States ‘only that had & properly

constituted representative legislatature. Ho brought
out how the administration of laws in States was
utterly defective and held that Government should
not encourage its continuance by sueh protective
tneasures. The.amendment was, howevaer, Iost, All
other amendments baving been rejected the second
reading was passed and the third reading immediately
followed. My, Mody, Mr. Sitaram Raju, Sir Abdur
Ra.him and others opposed the Bill in very strong
terms, 8ir Abdur frankiy confessed that Government

did not realise how far the Opposition had gone to

meet the wishes of the Government, and yet they

had received no response from the Government ; they

had, therefore, no choice left but to oppose the Bill.

The motion was pressed to a division and Govern-

ment carried the day with its assured majority..
CoTTON TEXTILE PROTECTION.

The Cotton Textile Protection Bill came up f_or
the second reading on Thursday last, The textile
industry having come up for protection more than
onoe before the Assembly, it came under searching
eritioism from the point of view of the burden it
inflicted on the consumer, Mr. Anklesa.ﬂa. moved
for the circulation of the Bill for eliciting publie
opinion. In his opinion the measure imposed B
severe and disproportionste burden on the consumer,
which he caloulated at something near Rs. 80 orores.
He ocomplained that the millowners and the
miilionaires had a dominating voice with the Govern-
ment of India and the interests of the agriculturists;
laboureres and the consumers were ignored,
although Government spoke sbout it every now
and then. He moved the amendment more becausa
the Select Committes, instead of loww;ng tL_:e
taxation had proposed to increase it from 257, to 317,
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed supported the ammendment and
said that as the purobasing power of the people was
falling and the Japanese quota was fixed, any
reduction in consumption of goods would be at the
expense of the Indian industries. Mr. 8. C. Miira
complained that the Select Committee members were
hustied into accepting the statementz of the
Central Board of Revenue and Government ignored
those of the Tariff Board, The Commerce h@em_ber
Sir Joseph Bhore replied to the ecriticism
and pointed out that Japan had agreed to
buy the same amount of Indian cotton that ghe
had been previously buyving on an average during
the last fen years. He also informed the House tl:iah
on the representations from the Government of India,
Japan had agreed to-raise the restrictions on freight,
sbout which a protest had been made on the floor of
the House some time back by members from 'qubsy.
The motion for cirenlation being defeated, the Bill was
taken into congideration clause by clausa.and sll the
amendments persistently moved by Dr. Ziauddin and
Mr. Maswood Ahmed were rejected. Government
accepted only two amendments one moved by
Sir Cawasji Jehangir, and the other moved by
Mr, H. P. Mody.

1
" i

Reviews,

AMERICAN NATIONAL PLANNING.

THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY
ACT. By BENJAMIN 8, KIgsH, ( Central Book
Co., New York. )} 1933. 20cm. 156p. $ 2.50.
NATIONAL planning of verious types is the order
of the day throughout the eivilized world anfl reflocts
the universally felt need for drastic collective eﬁogt
as offering the ouly way out of the present economic
depression. The National Recovery Aot (togethsr
with the Agricultural Adjustment Act) is an attempt
at national planning best conforming to American
conditions. Under the provisions of this Act it
has become possible for Government, in partner_shlp
with industry. to prevent the avils of um_-estrwted
competition, price-cutting and overproduction, and
by industrial aelf—regulation.t‘:nder . government
supervision it is hoped to rehabilitate md_usl:ry and
trade. The operation of the Federal anti-trust law

is temporarily suspended, because the anti-trust law,
however excellent its intentions, was in actual
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practice found to protect price-cutiers and emplo-
yors of sweated labour and led to overproduction
and chaotic business rivalry. It also encouraged
underground and surreptitions illegal practices and
alliances with the racketeering element. American
business. traditions have been refrectory to the
kind of socialistic discipline imposed by the Reoo~
very Aoct. It has however been welcomed by an
overwhelming public opinion a8 an experimental
measure in the present difficult and exceptional
times. It has been welcomed by business men in
general because it aims at putting industry once
more on & profitable basis by permitiing regulation
of prices, volume of production and the coercion of
any recaloitrant minority that may etand out against
such regulation and continue to insist on complete
freedom, including the freedom to adopt unfair
competitive methods and to cut prices to an impossi-
ble level for healthy normally conducted busimess.
Labour also has received this piece of legislation
with open arms because the Aot invites its participa-
tion in the preparation of fair practices dealing with
wages, hours, and a generally improved sintus for
lasbour. Finally, the consumers are assured of protec-
tion from exploitation as the Government will insiat
on adequate safeguards to public welfare before con-
ceding . to industrialists the lawful right of entering
into agreements regarding prices, production, etc. and
withdrawing from these subjects the forbidding
shackles of the old anti-trust laws,

The author has given & lucid exposition of the
Reoocovery Act and has clearly brought out its main
implioations. The book should prove very useful to
snyone interested in the Amerioan contribution to
industrial organization and an ordered economic
structure, '

G, B. JATHAR.

INDIAN INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS.

INDIAN INDUSTRY AND ITS PROBLEMS.
Vol. I-Factors in Industrial Development. By
H. R. SoNI. (Longmans. } 1933, 28cm. 439p,
Rs. 10.

‘THE none too rapid tempo of industrialism in India
huas made the problem of Indian industries one of
orofound interest to men of our generation. The book
under review is the first of three volumes in which an
3.amhil;ious attempt is made in the form of a thesis, for
the Degree of Doctor of SBuience ( Economies ) in the
University of London to visualise this interesting
problem as a whole. It is born of sheer optimism for
fhe author believes that the solution of the indus-
trial problem of India lies in the suggestions he has
made in this work, Whether this optimism esn be
justified or not remains to be seen, for this can be
done only after we have perused the remaining two
volumes, This volume deals only with the manifold
factors in industrial development and henece it con-
tains nine chapters dealing with Raw Materisls,
Soureces of Heat and Power, Finance and Management,
Labour and State Action——all of which are preceded
by a Preliminary Survey.

It is rather regrettable thut the Preliminary Sur-
very contains certain statementa which may mislead
non-Indian readers. Whilst the author admits that
Britain had always a desire to * push her own manu-
factures in the Indian market regardless of the in-
terest of Indian industries, ” he refuses to admit that
India could have been in any way better off had she
no political connections witk England, Mr. Soni is
treading on dangerous anrd controversial ground
when he says thatjwithout the British power in India
we would have bad no indigenous government

A
prepared to suppor$ our industries, and since cur own,
pecple would not have done any better we have no-
right to complain of the early industrial polioy of:
our Britieh rulers and no right to talk of polition!;
rights and wrongs. To say this is to deny the truth:
of what Ranade, Dutt, Basa and others taught usa.
few years ago, The muthor seems to underestimate,
if not forget, what kind of an industrial revolution
would have taken place here and in England had
these two countries mnot been brought into ocontact
with each other through the fortunes of war and
politios. Ii seems as if these few pages would have-
been written more by an Anglo-Indian apologisat -
than by en Indian,

Mr. Soni evidently is a writer who does not:
hesitate to put thinge bluntly. Whilst this is°
certainly commendable in a way, It is apt to ba
carried to extremes at times. He does not hesitate
to desoribe those Indian bankers who were respon-<
sible for the bank failures of 1913 as " a curiously -
mixed lot of fools and knaves, ™ and those who have |
been responsible for company promotion and manage-'
ment in India as * orooks  of the lowest order of:
intelligence.” To Mr. Soni many things in India-.
are * barbario.” He has a special fascination for
the use of this adjective. Two other things which .
are apt to puzzle us are his assertion that the money .
inoome of the masses is steadily improving and his !
opposition to unemployment insuranoce for factory'E;
labour,

But apart from these minor defects the book as a
whole is worthy of the serious consideration of all. |
Useful originality has been shown in emphasising
certain aspects of the problem which till now had
been ignored by officials and non-officials alike. His
emphasis on the need for the modernisation of our!
industrial equipment through the utilisation of ele-
otricity as a source of heat and power—a fact ignored
by the Industries Commission—deserves our notice.
Rightly does he insist on the importance of the con-.
servation of coal in a ocountry like ours where the,
coal resources are comparatively wmeagre and where-
nearly 80 per cent. of the coal is of low-grade variety. |
He has shown great scholarship in proving a great.
many serious fallacies of the Fiscal Commisagion j
regarding foreign capital and his bold attempt fo-
show that the majority of the members of this|
Commission had not the moral courage to speak
aocording to their conviction is not unsucocessful.
His courage in proving that “the mischievous argu-
ments put forward by the Fiscal Commission are
either based on their ignorance or constitute a delf.-
berate atiempt to misdireot public opinion and
Governmental action " is commendable combined as-
it is with facts figures and arguments. ]

Nor is it only in these directions that the book
will be found useful. Mr, Soni is not unsympathetio-
to the larger problems involved. His treatment of
labour, for example, is full of -genuine and broad-
minded sympathy for the toiler in factory and farm.
The freshness, generosity and impartiality of youth,
is clearly visible in-the remedies proposed for labour. !
In all the misfortunss which have dogred the Indian
employer Mr, Soni sees the hand of Nemesis. It is-
really interesting to note that Mr. Soni does nok,
share the views held by many membars of our legis-?
latures on the drink question. His emphagsis on the:
adoption of an anti-drink polioy as one of the pro-:
posed remedies is correct and fimely, partioularly’
when we remember that the Whitley Commission
ghirked this imporéant question by saying that it w_rasi
no part of their function to indicate a national policy
on the subjeck

On the whole there can be no doubt that the book:
is bound to be very useful. But a perusal of the ne
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two volumes will be necessary before the last word
toau be said on the subject. This volume merely
proves to us that India has a great industrial future,
& future that is in keeping with the history of hor
people. Notwithstanding our deficiency in eopper,
sino, lead and sulphur India can be a great indus-
trial ocountry provided we have inteiligent and
honest men to promote her industries and s sym-
p;thetio and disinterested Government to support
ht em-

PESY N, DRIVER,

SHORT NOTICES.

FINANCIAL DEMOCRACY. By MARGARET

and DoUGLAS CAMPBELL. (Hogarth Press, )
1933. 200m. 132p. 4/6.

THE book discusses the methods by which the joint
stock companiass can be made more responsive to the
will of the shareholderas, It points out that the
enermous growth in the size of these concerns makes
it imperative that if sharcholders’ interests are not to
suffer, the directors of joink stock conoerns shouid be
made to feel greater reponsibility for what they do
o the shareholders than heretofore. The methods of
working of most of the directorates of these com-
‘panies are obscure and the existing methods of
oontrol over thom rather ineffective. The checks upon
‘the directors’ saction as contained in the general
-shareholders’ meetings, the soratiny of the auditors
'and the intervention of the law courts are either too
meagre or too incapable of proving advantageous.

' The joint stock system, as the authors point outs
is based vpon the ideal of democracy, but the ideal is

honoured more in the breach than in the observance,

And the result is that the very foundations of the joint
stock systemn are being shaken. They want that some
definite and immediate steps should be taken to
retrieve the position, either by settingup a diciatorship
in business or by giving some concessions to the
shareholders even if it meant the sacrifice of the
prineciple of efficiency to a certain extent. A greater

measure of independence to the auditors and a -

provision that they ghould not only scrutinize the
companies’ account but also pronounce upon the
;business policies of the directors and a greator
-measure of control fo the law courts over the
companies’ affairs are remedies which may be tried,

C. V. HANUMANTHA RAO.

‘THE PULSE OF OXFORD. By D. F. KARAKA,
(Dent.) 1933, 200m. 80p. 2/6.

TRADITION, prestige and cultural glamour combine
to make Oxford a most fascinating centre of learning,
Mr. Karal_m who is overcome by its magic makes an
sttempt in his own unobirasively eharming but
i\_rnmamre way to discover wherein lies its attrag-
tion. Experience tells us that for every statesman
1_:ha.t_0xford producss. there are twenty shallow snobs
'issning from .ics portals. Mr. Karaka reslises that
gince the coming of labour into partiamentary power,
Oxford hss ceased to be a training-ground of parlia-
-mentarians, but that it serves its purpose of infusing
into its products en attitude of nonchalant mastery
over facis of life. We wonder how far it is true.
®iven o the price it exsots is far beyond moderats
oompetency—which if spared will help to lend
stronger sinews for the struggle against odds. In the
fight for existence, the unlettered are known to face
*88 well or even better than those who have acquired
the polish of Oxford. Anyway Oxford satisfies the

craving of the young mind for so histication—whio
.ig all the justification for it, P )

K. VENUGOPAL Ra0.

LIFE OF SWAMI| VIVEKANANDA. Volg, I& IL
By HIs8 EASTERN ANRD WESTERN DISOIPLES.
{Advaita Ashram, 4 Wellington Lane, Caloutta.}
1933, 230m. 927p. Rs. 8.

WE congratulate the publishers upon this second
edition of the life of the great Swami. Great praise
is due to them for baving shorn this edition of al}
thosa uninviting features that marred the beauty
and usefulness of the first. The bulk of the biogra~
phy is considerably reduced and instead of four
uawisldy volumes, we have two portable, beautifully
printed and elegantly bound ones. This is due to the
fact that considerable portions which had merely
desoriptive or interpretative interest have been alto-
gether omitted. To the Indian readera these portions
were superfluious and tiresome while even to the
Waestern reader they were of doubtful value. Care
however has been taken that nothing important is
omiited and every word which had a biographical
signifioance has been retained. Indian biographical
literature is so meagre that it is & pleasure to go
through these nine hundred odd pages of elevating
and enlivening biographical matter.

To the devout reader, Indian, Europesn or
American, the days of the Swami's discipleship at
Dakshineshwar are of special interest, It is thersfora
8 pleasura to find chapters V1 to XI rewritten in the
light of the new information available from Swami
Saradananda’s Bengalilife of Sri Ramakrishna, The
epic of Swamiji’s transformation from militant agno-
sticisam to transcendental Faith and Belief has been
accuraiely and delioately presentad in these chapters.
As sueh, they deserve special attention on the part of
the reader. '

The book is, as is well-known, written in ohaste
and elegant English, the descriptions are always
illuminating and the facts of the Swamiji's life are
presented in proper psychological sequence. As we
go through the pages of the book,the mighty persona-
lity of the Swami is unfolded to us in a8 vivid and
realistical manuner. This book is not amere biography 3
it is at the same time a bhistory of contemporary
religious revival and the interrelation between the
Swami and the revival has been {aithfuily portrayed.
All honour to the great writers for this eomprehen-
sive study of modern Hinduism, A

THE FRENCH POLICE FROM WITHIN.
By RERE FARALICQ. ( Cassell.) 1933. 2Zcm.,
295p. 8/6.

THE author, & University graduate, has wonderful

gtories of detective work to tell inthis book. He startea

with & prejudice sgainst Police work, but once he
accepted it the thrill of adventure and ample scope
for man’s genius to hunt out criminals fascinated
him, and his excellent work earned for him a high
reputation in the Police Department. He has not
however stated the secret of his trade, and one does
not get any glimpse of the methods which the

French Police use in getking confesgions and oorro-

borations the hardened criminals who have no

sceruples about anything deemed sacred in the world.

The stories of orime defected read like fiction, but

such fine work of deteoting has been shown by the

Indian Police also, and one can parallel every story

in this book with one in the files of the Indian Police.

’ V. M. BHAT,

THE PROBLEMS OF RURAL UPLIFT IN
INDIA. By M.B. AHMAD. (Author, Jaunpur.)
1932, 25om. 179p. :

BOOKS on rural uplift are fast multiplying, but Mr.

Ahmad's olear understanding of the problem adda



192

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ APRIL 19, 1Ya4,

{

velue to his book. The villager is ignorant, poor
and conservative, for he is forced to be so, baing
negleoted alike by all who should have eared for him.
“The ryot in India has never been a part of the
State. Successive administrations have taken charge
of him ns an element in the wealth of the country as
they did the monsoons, the soil and eattle, To them
he has been s matter of concern only so leng as he
"has helped in filling their coffers, manning their
armies, 80 to say- the chores of the ruler. With the
realisation of revenue and other demands interest in
him wanes until so long as the next instalment falls
due. " Poverty is the key note of the rural problem,
and the root cauge of all rural maladies. * Now the
problem in the villages is twofold, first the amplifi-
cation and extansion of the existing resources and
secondly uplift.” For the first step the suthor gives
an elaborate programme, from the organisation of
rural credit to the establishment of foreign trade lega-
tions. The villager, however benumbgd he might
be, is not irresponsive to calls for improving himsaelf.
He never spurns the helping hand extended to him.

Rural reconstruction work, sineerely undertaken
. throughout the country, has given very satisfactory
results. The reports of the Agricultural, Educational
snd Health Departments amply prove how respon-
sive the villager is.

Mr. Ahmad treats mainly of the United Provin-
ces, but rural India in other Provinces is not quite
different. He gives details of the work of his Akbar-
pur ocenire, and of the various development depart-
~ ments of his Provincs. His own experienca of the
work is quite .encouraging, but work under official

auspices has suffered by s change of official personnel '

. elsewhere. The appendices at the end of the book ars
useful. The get-up should be improved when it runs
to another edition.

N. 8. &.

@orvespondente,

“THE NEGRO'S CHURCH. "
To THE EDITOR OF THE SBERVANT OF INDIA.

SIR,—In your iesue of December 7,1933, I noticed
a roview of “The Negro’s Churoh slgned by
~ Mr. K. Kanakaratnam. We were happy to send the
book at his request, but the review is very disappoint-
ing, alike for what it says and fails to say, The
reviewer makes his review the ocecasion for a dia-
tribe against lynebing in the United States and finda
fault with the authors of * The Negro’s Church ” for
not devoting more attention to that subject. He also
asks with scorn:” Why do the effects of pigment
prejudice remain to this day wupeffaced by Christia-
nity ? " Let mo deal briefly with these and other
pointa in the review.

Inthe first place, the reviewer seems to have
been strangely blind, since he assumes that the
authors were whites, wheteas it is olearly stated on
the very jacket of the book itself that * when the
TInstitute of Social and Religious Besearch decided
to ' undertake this study of Negro Churches, the
desirability of baving it directed by members of the
Negro race was at once recognized, since only
Negroes themgelves could approach the task thh the
‘necessary sympathy and understanding ™. The
authors are not only Negroes, but are both of them
‘ordained ministers while, at the same time, they are
competent social investigators, Ope of them already

holds and the other is shortly to receive the degreo
of Doctor of Philosophy.

If the reviewer had read the volume with mors
oare, he would probably have refrained from utter-
ing most of his criticisms. For example, he would !
bardly have aesumed that the book was a race. :
relations expoeé if he had not overlooked etetemant. :
in the book itself thet’. its purpose was “ to give an
acourate description of the Negro Church today in
the United States,” If it had been a study of Negro-
Whita relations then, of course, it would have dealt
thoroughly with lynching and race dlecrimmetlon.
but to have written a treatise on lynching in a
volume on the Negro Church would have been to-
drag it in by the heels,

The reviewer as much as says that the Instxtute
of Socisl and Religious Research, under whose aus-j
pices this study wes made, and of which I ara the'
executive, was afraid to handle such inflammatory
aubjects ag lynching and race prejudice, To disprove
this gratuitous assumption I need ouly say that we:
have recently made a study of discrimination in the
treatment of Negroes by white religious sgencies and
institutions, which will be publighed this summer.
In it your reviewer will find an unvarnished utnte-«
ment of the facts, many of which are damaging to
American white Christian organigations. I may 8ay|
in paassing, however, that the white leaders who ara’
most aotive in attempting to exercise the demon of‘
race prejudice in the United Etates are almostinvari<
ably Christian men and women, and despite the-
grave abuses still remaining in the realm of race re«
lations, it would not be hard to mention evidences of
progress. Prominent among the agenocies operatmg’
in this reslm is the Inter-racial Commission (Atlanta,
Georgia ) sn inter-denominational Christian organi
zation composed, in both its national and local unit
of nearly equal numbers of influential whites and
Negroes.

The reviewer algo states that the writers of the
wvolume “ evines no enthusiasm over Negro achieve+
ments ” and thaé they * write with no sympathy.
Such criticisms evidence & very careless reading o
the volume, for almost all of Chapter XVII, entltlect
“ The Genius of the Negro Church”, deals with thel
achievements already won by the N egro Church and,
with iis groat potenr,:ehtzes as &an instrument for th
gervice of the Negroes in America.

I thank you for your valuable space and venture
to hope that many of your readers wﬂl have oppornj.
tunity to judge of the quality of “ The Negro's
Church * for themselves.—Yours, etc. i

New York City. GALEN M. FIBHER.
Jan. 26

:'

BOOKS RECEIVED.

INDIA'S PLIGHT: DEBTS DOUBLED: DEVELOPMENT
DAMMED, By M.DEP. WeeB. (The Daily Gazetw
Prees, Karachi,) 1934, 23om. 102p. Re. 1.

MANEKIND AT THE CROSSROADS. By EDWARD M. EASI'.
(Scribners,) 22om. 360p. 18/-. ’4

BY INDRA'S AID. A Glimpss of Life in the Vedic Age,
By Frawk R, SELL. (Bangalore Printing & Publuhing
Co.) 1933. 20om. 180p. ,

PROBLEMS OF RURAL RECONSTRUOTION N IHDIA.‘
By F. M. DE'MuLe.  (Oxford University Press) 19342
20om. €8p. Re. 1/.

Printed and published by Mr. Anant Vineyak Patvardhan at the Aryabbushan Press, House No, 936/3 Bhamburda Psth,

AR

Poona City. and edited at the “Servant of India” Office, Servants of India Soclety’s Home, Bhamburda,
Poona City, by Mr. P. Kodanda Rao.



