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Tnyicg of the AWeck.

' Giokhale Day. :

ON the 19th inst. was celebrated in several parts
of Indis the 19th anniversary of the death of the late
Mr. Q. X. Gokhale, at which eloquent tributes wers
paid to the personality, the services and the example
of solfless service of Mr. Gokhale. Presiding over
the celebration in Caloutta, Mr. . A. Natesan said
that My, Gokhale had “served India with steadfast
aim, aignal devotion and with splendid self-sacrifice
and has loft an abiding example before his couniry-
men.” Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, the Mayor of Cal-
cutta, associated himself with the tribute, Principal
Khadye of the Nowrosji Wadia College was the prin-
cipal speaker at the public mesting organised by the
Deecan Babha in Poona. Mr, 8, Satyamurty played
that role at the public meeting in Madras, Similar
meetings were held in Kolhapur, S8angli, Calicut,
Bombay and others.

Presiding over the public meeting at Madras,
Mr, V., 8, Srinivass Sastri remarked that the people
of India had made vast strides in different direosions
since the passing away of Mr, Gokhale but nothing
has happened to justify s departure from the funda-
mental principles of his political outlook: the
schievement of awaraj for India by eonstitutional
means within the British Commonweslth.
{ L 2 * *

“Another Service,

w ON the 18th inst. the Hon, Mr. V. B, Chaubal, the
Minister of Agriculture in the Central Provinces,
opened the new rural centre organised by Mr. N, A,
| Dravid, Benior Member of the Bervants of India
' Hooiety, Nagpur, in the village of Bhambora, near

Awmraocti, The Society had early recognised the im-
portanca of rural work and several members have
been engaged for some years in such work in diffe-
rent parts of Indis. The latest addition to this type of
work is the one organised by Mr, Dravid who brings
to the task his intimate knowledge of the local
conditions and the ripe experience of a long pariod of
devoted public mervice in the Central Provinces and -
Borar, It is fervently hoped that the new venture
will receive ample public support and will succeed
in its great mission.

* * *
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehra,

PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU was commonly
believed to have been aimed at by Government as
one of its numerous victims on the last Independenoce
Day. This has proved inaccurate, but Government
has lost little time in eoming down upon him and
putting him out .of action. He waa arrested on a
charge of making a seditious speech and tried. He
has now been convicted and sentenced to a term of
two years' rigorous imprisonment. It will never be
a diffioult matter for Government to bring home fo
Pandit Nehra the charge of sedition, as it is generally
understood and interpreted in this country, but we
little thought that the Bengal Government would
initiate proceedings against him. For only a short
time ago Pandit Nehru had delivered a8 message
to the terrorists in that Presidency exhorting them
to renounce their methods, He did so chiefly on
the ground that such methods were foredoomed
to failure. Many leaders have said this before:
in fact, all of them have been saying it almost
continually, but it had little effect upon the terrorists
for the sinple remson that all these leaders were
80 completely out of sympathy with their objective
a3 well as methods, that the terrorists did not look
upon them with a friendly eye. But the oase with
Pandit Nehru was different. He is beliaved, aven
by the terrorists, to be pursuing a revolutionary
aim, The revolution that was desired by him was
toe be brought about by peacsful and non-violent
methods, it is true; but he aimed &t nothing
less than a social revolution. Moreover, abstinence
from violent methods was not dictated in his case by
metaphysical considerations buf by considerations
of practical expediency. The terrorists must have
geen in him a larger kinship of epirit than in any
other leader and naturally therefore his appeal tothem
that they should desist from violence would have
much greater weight with them than an appeal
from snyone else, When woe first read this appeal,
made .with such earnestness and sincerity, we
thought that the Bengnl Government would Iook
upon Pandit. Jawaharlal Nehru as its best, if
nuavowed, friend, But instead it siezed wupon
something elge that he said in Bengal which smacks
of sedition—and what does not smack of sedition that
is said by the Pandit 2—and on the strength of it got
him e¢lapped into gaol., We deeply depiore and regret
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this, for we sinocrely balieve that the Pandit exaerted
his great influence congistenily on the side of non-

violence,
- &+ »

States’ Protection,

IT must be acknowledged thatthe Select Com-
mittee has made some appreciable improvements io
the BStates’ Protection Bill as introdoced by the
Government. Instead of extending the operation of
the sedition clausa of the Indian Penal Code to the
Indian States, it is now proposed to oreate a new
off nce with less revere penalty. The non-official
eriticism that & British Indian who owes no atlegi-
ance to the ruler of an Indian State cannot be
guilty of sedition towards that ruter has been re
" cognised. The Bill gave power to magistrates
to prohibit meetings or acts which in their opinion
were calculated to oause " interference ” with the
administration of the States. It was pointed out that
the word * interference ™ was too vague and might
mean anything, and might be used to prevent the most
innocent and legitimate activity. The Select Com-
mittee has changed it into * cause obztruction to the
administration” | Even with this chauge, the grave
obj:ction to the preventive powers being conferred
. on magistrates so ably pointed out by the District
. Magi-trate of the Nilgiris, is not met. He pointed
out :— ‘

Proceedings under Cr, P.C. 144 are judicial
proceedings of a court, not administrative aots.

I do not know upon what information the Dis-

trict Magistrate would normally base his opinion

that action under Section 5 or 6 is necessary.

In practics it would probably be upon informa-

tion yiven by the Government, and the effect

-of Government's action upon any except the

most independent Magistrate would be equiva-

lent to an order. [ think it bettsr that the terms

. of the Aot should be more in accurdance with

the probable facts and if Government is likely

to exercise such authority, the responsibility
should be openly placed upon it.

The most objectionable of the objectionable gpections
«©f the Bill iz the one that refers to the gagging of the
press, From newspaper repor:s it is not clear what
amendments have been suggested to this clause to
mest the criticisma levelled agaiust it.

But whatever be the minor improvements made
by the Setect Committee, there is no getting over the
fundamental objection to the whole spirit and pur-
puse of the Bill itself snd attbis time. Tne essence

-of the Bill is tosubstitute executive in the place of |

judicial action ; the abrogation of the reign of law.
% - *

Indian Terrorism in Parliament.

- THE watchiulness of the Duchess of Athall was
responsible for dragging terrorisw in Indis promi-
nently into view in Parliament last week., Sne was
apparenily concerned to make the flesh of the average
Britisher creep by making it appear that the terrorist
cult wae steadily on the iucrease. In the achieve-
ment of this object she perhaps expected to derive
belp fiom the relevant statistics asked fur by her
from the India Oifice; but the figures when supplied
were found, as pointed cut by Sir Sumuel Hoare him-
self, to be very far from supporting her preconceived
view that the canker wag assuming serious dimen-
sions all over the country., That the evil must be
completely rooted out as soon us pogsible is common
ground among all sectione of opinio., b th Indianand
non-lndian, Divergence of view mauifists it-elf
only on the question of methods for attsinink that end.
froa rule is the panacea suggested by the die-liards,
whom the Duchess represents, qu.te in defiance of the

‘politics] atmosphere hus been brought about at the

lessone of history ; while Indian opinion with equal
strength of conviction poiuts to a policy of concilie- ;
tion and liberal reforms as the road leading toas
definite wemkening of the terrorist forces, Ever
sinoe the evil raised its bead in Bengal nearly nine j
yosrs ago progressively severe measures hardly dis-
tinguishabie now from martial 1aw are being merei-

lessly enforced in the namse of putting down terrorism, -
Hae all this barshness helped to check the spread of
the poison ? The answer is to be found in the recent.

admission of the local Government that the cult of

violence which was originally looked vpon as a pass-

ing phase has come to stay. It does not need much

intelligence to perceive that repression defeats the
very purpose for which it is intended. It strengthbena. :
the ranks of the mslcontents who furnish a very |
promising field for the activities of the terrorists, r

An additional complication in the Bengal situn-
tion is provided by the employment of troops with a
view to bringing the evil under oontrol. Past
exparience shows that their behaviour in relation .
even to the law-abiding sections of the community
leaves very much to be desired and leads to a still
further widening of the gulf between the peopls .
and the Governmené. The same experience is repeated ;
in Bengal. Though some of their alleged “excessess”
in the course of their recent marches through
some parts of the Midnapur distriet have been
officially denied, it issignificant that“a certain amount
of unavoidable damage” has been admitted. . Then, it
is also public property now that highly respeotable
persons were invited to attend the ceremonisl parades
of these troops in langusge which appeared even
to Sir Samuel Hoare rather “peremptory” and, what
is even more offensive, asked to explain their failure
to respond to such an insulting invitation. Such and
cimilar official doings are, to put it at the lowest,
highty improper and do nothing to ease the situation. ;
Loysalty cannot be thus manufsctured to order and
sll attempts in that direction are bound to ba‘ ate’
tended with consequences very disastrous to the
harraonious relationship between the people and thet’
Government. Is it at all surprising that in such a
gituation the cooperation of the public in hounding:
out terrorists does mot becume ,available to the
Government in full measure? However, for this the
Government have to thank mnone but themselves
Even in this respect Sir Samuel Hoare seenis fc see an;
itnprovement in the situation, though the lacal oﬁcigls;
88 represented by the Chittagong Divisional Commis-{
sjoner think otherwise, Anyway the grievance sbout;
the failure of the public to lend a helping hand;
in tracking down terrorists sounds strange in the’
Government's mouth.

e e,

* * *

Lord Brabourne on the Situation, J

THE budget session of the Bombay legislatur
which commenced on Monray last was opened by
H. E. Lord Brabourne with a speeoh in- whicl
gratification was expre=sed at the improvement in thg
political situation as compared with that of last yearg
1f this improvement were real and Insting therd |
would certainly be cause for rejoicing. But, as Lord
Brabourpe himself knows, this seemingly calm

cost of severe rastrictions on the civii liberties of thé
people. Spesking about the White Paper, he told his
nearers that it wes not enough merely to give ones
silent support to the White Paper policy but that its
supporters should come out in the open and proclaim
the support from house tops. He'al-o add.d that it
wsa 8 mistake to suppose that “the desired modifica-
tions in detail” could be secured by a oond-smuatio,ia
of the fundamental policy. The Governurs
advios would have been more helpful if instead of
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warning uas sgainst what shonld be ‘avoided he had
told us whatshould be done and how we should pro.
-oeed in order to secitre improvements- in the White
Paper. Kven during his short stay Lord Brabourne
must not have failed to take note of the fact that there
are ihfluential rections of opinion which ‘desire
amendments in the White Paper but seem almost to
have despairad of recuring them, because having ex-
hausted the usual means of putting pressure on the
Government, they ara at a loss to know what further
action they should take to make themselves heard.
His Excellency would hava pat fresh heart into them
if he had pninted to a method by which this useful
result could have been achieved,

. * L ] L 4

The Bombay Budget.

THE budget introduced by the Financs Member,

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah, in an almost in-
oredibly short speach, is describad as a balanced one.
But it may bedoubted if this description is really not
‘& misnomer, in view of the fack that during next
| yoar it i8 not contemplated to make any payment to
| the Central Government towards debt redvotion, As
- usual, this supposedly satisfastory result is attribut-
' ed to & severe cutting down of administrative costs
: and the public is impliedly asked to believe that no-
: thing more in that direction is possible. It is making
too heavy a demand on public ¢redulity to expect it
to take it for granted that all avenues of further re.
trenchment are exhausted, so long as it has ocular
proof of the continuance of such neediess offices as
those of divisional commissioners and the high sala-
ries paid to the All-India services, Except for the
provision for the opening of B. Sc. classes in the
Karnatak College, there is hardly ary addition to
the edusstional expenditure of the presidency, Ex-
penditure for laying out rosds and sewerags on the
reclaimed iand inthe Backbay at Bombay ‘is pro-
posed with a view - to facilitating its eale, Tiet us
hops the exprotations of Governmont i this respeot
will be fulfilled. On the whole there is nothing
which is particularly objoctionable or praiseworthy
about the new budget. o '
Y ™ .. .

Laad Revénue Remission,

AT last the Bombay Government has deemed it
necessary to announce the concessions that it will
make in its land .revenue collections this year on
account of the slump in prices., A press communique
kas been issued in which the remissions and suspzn-
sions that will be' allowed in wvarious distriets and
parts of ' districts have been detalled. But beyond
mentioning wbat action the Government will take
the communique is silent as to the policy on which
the action will be based or even asto the tota]
amount of loss public finances will suffer on that
accounf, The only principle that one discerns is
that Iarger concessions are made in districts of which
the prineipal orop is rice and which have been reset-
tled in years when prices were ruling high, . This is
as it should be, but, in the absence of any explana-
tion given by Government in other respeats, the con-
cesgions appear fo ua to be wholly insufficient. The
Bembay Government’s complete silence ia this mat-
ter comes into very strong reliof against the elabo-
rato defence of its policy made by the Madras Go-
vernment the other day.

»* * [ ]

Problem of Bihar Reéonstruction.‘

WITH the need for immediate relief in the way
of provigion of food and shelter to those rendered
des_tltute by the Bihar earthquake being satizfac-
torily met, thaaks to generous help rendered by the
different ‘relief funds, the problem of reconstruction

now ocoupies tha public mind to the exolusion of,
everything else. A conservative estimate puts the
amount mneaded for the purpose at aboub five croves
which will be apparently loaned to the provinee out
of Central funds. The question formed the subjzot
of a debate in the Legislative Assembly last weeky
but &s the details of the loan scheme had nof yet
been fully worked ovt, the Finance Member was
unable to take the legislature intu his confidence on
the subject. Tae Indisn budget which is due for
presentation to the Assembly at the end of the month:
inay however be expected to supply fu]l_mformahpn
as to the Government'’s propo=als for giving finaneial
accommodation to Bihar at this crisis in its life. It
is to be hoped that what they proposa to do toset.

Bihar on .its feet again will be found adequate by

all ooncerned.

When the loan beoomes available, it will be
utilised obviously for tbe financing of house build--
ing by private persons. To this end & Bill has already
been passed by the Bihar legislativa council at
present in session. It is impossible in the abssence of
the text of tha measure to judge of the generousness
or otherwise of the terms of the proposed loans, but
attention may here be drawn to the public demand
that the maximum limit of the loan shculd not be

—_—

fixed at a needlessly low figure, If, and to what extent,

any town-planning regulations should be enfcrced.
in oconnection with the scheme of reconstruction are
rmatters, which need very careful coosideration..
Aoccording to the Bibar Finance Member, these and
similar points are receiviag the earnest consideration
of the local Government.

In the meanwhile the question of how to mini-~
mise losses to sugarcane euitivators cries for urgent
action. They had a ready market in the sugar mills
some of which have been almost razed to the ground
by the earthquake, The erop cannot obviously be
allowed to wither away if irreparable iojury to the
economio life of the provinoce is to be avoided.
Arrangements are therefore being made to supply
3500 sugarcane crushers driven by bullocks to the
affected parrs, These can handle only a little more
than balf the orop and the gur that may be thus
available is expected to be purchased by sngar mills
in Bihar and in the adjoining province of U, P. for the
manufacture of sugar, So fur as the balanceis concer-
ned, cultivators will be given loans on easy terme
for the purchase of amall machines for the manufac-
ture of sugar itself, We hope this will maet the
needs of the situation. In this connection we cannot
help saying that the demand for tbe remission of
rent in the affected parts deserves to be sympatheti-
cally considered and the zeal of revenue officers for
the collection of rents even by selling the personal
effects of the help'ess peasani, of wbich an instance
was recently brought to light by Pandit Jawaharlal

Nehru, must be striotly eurbed.
% * * .

Abolition of Madras Tall._l ka Boards.

REFERENCZ has already been made in these
columns tu the remsons which led to the Madras
Government decidiny to abolish taluks boards. Ihe
reagons were largely economioc ; but Lhere was also a
desire to avoid overlapping of duties caused by three
sets of bodies viz, panchayats, taluka bosrds and
district b.arde, working in the same field. But
their fnte would not have been sealed so soon if thair
finances had been la a satisfactory oondition. The
fact, however, was that most of themn wers either
bankrupt or on the verge of bankruptey. ‘Even so, it
was too much to expeot that 8 measure invol ving the
disappearance of more taan 200 such bodies, though
based on such commonsense considerations, would be
universally supported, And as a matter of fact
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‘when the Bill authorising the disbandment of the
boards was recently hefore the Madras Legislative
Counucil for its first reading, it did arouse some opposi-
tion which however was not strong enough to
obstruct its progress through its further stages.
The Bill has since been oconsidered by the select
committee whioch, without disturbing the underly-
ing prineciple of the aholition of the boards, has
introduoed important modifications in its details.
One or two of these may be briefly noticed here, The
Bill empowered Goverpment to require district
boards to set up standing committees to look safter
-specified subjects, With tbe increase in the district
boards’ functions that may be occasioned by the dis-
appearsnce of the taluka boards, the select coromittee
felt it necessary to make it obligatory on sll boards
10 have statutory standing committees in charge of
suoh important subjects as edueation, raral develop-
ment, publio health, ete, At the same time it thought
fit to continue in the local Government a general

power to compel local boards, whenever it may deem

necessary, to arrange for the establishment of gimilar
-committees for other purposes as well,

The proposed abolition of the Village Davelop-
ment Fund provided for inthe Bill creatad the mis-
giving in the publio mind that this course of action
would laad to astill further neglect of rural needs
in the way of communications, water-supply, sani-
tation and pubiie health. The fund was made up of
contributions of one-sixth of the Iand cess and could
only be spent on these objects. The select committee,
while adhering to the provision in the RBill about
ite abolition, bas pressed for a statutory provision that
the portion of the land cess which used to be oredited
to this Fund should be expended on purposes for
‘which the Fund was oreated. It will thus be seen
that the contemplated abolition of the separats exis-
tence of the Fund will make no difference to the
satisfaction of the rural needs for which it was
brought into being This should go some way to
disarm publiec opposition to the provision in the
Bill abolishing the Fund.

Articles,

THE RAILWAY BUDGET.

"HE Railway budget presented by'the Railway

member to the Legislative Assembly .last

Saturday was, as was to be expected, another
heavily deficit budget. 192829 was the last year in
which the Indian Railways paid a confribution to
the general revenues and kept a sum apazrt in reserves
as well, In 1929-30 there was a surplus, but it was
not enough to pay the full contribution to general
revenues and some withdrawal from reserves became
necessary. In'the next year the working showed a
definite deficit and yet a .contribution to general
revenues was made, entirely from -the reserve fund,
In 1931-32 the deficif was so considerable that in
spite of the railways being exempted from making
the contribution to general revenues the deficit oould
not be met from the reserve fund which bad been
freely drawn upon during previous years. During
this year the reserve fund was exhausted and loans
from the depreciation fund became necessary. In
the years following, deficits have continued to cccur
and each year recourse is had, for balancing the
budget, to loans from the depreciation fund. 1932~33
was the heaveist deficit year. In budgelting for the

current year the Railway Member had a year ago i.
counted upon some Iimprovement in railway receipts,
Trade hae looked up during the last few months but :
net to the extent expeoted by the Rajlway Member '
and had it pot been for the lowared interest oharges ;
during the current yeasr the deficit would have been
much larger than budgeited for. The Railway autho-
rities expsot a ocontinuation of the improvement in
traffic conditions next year and have budgetted for a
substantial inorease in traffic receiptss It is un-
certain how far these expeotations will be fulfilled;
but it must be admitted that they are, this year,
based on at least more tangible indications than they
were last year. Even go the defioit will be large in-
volviog & loan from the depreciation fund of nearly
Ra, 534 crores and the depreciation fund will stand
at the end of the year at the low figure Rs. 1114 orores.
Each year the Railway Member when introducing
a defioit budpet has been econsoling himself by put-
ting forth imaginary calculations regarding dividends
that would have been declared if the Railway Board
had been in the position of the directorate of a pri-
vate company. It is therefore, necessary to empha-
gise how far the position of the finances has worsened
since 1929-30. At the end of the year 1934-33,
the 1oans from the depreciation fund will stand af
a figure of nearly Ras. 28 crores aud there will have
bean an outstanding in the neighbourhood of Rs. 15 -
crores as contributions to general revenues and these
hava to be paid off when a surplus again occurs be-
fore the railways oan begin to build up a reserve
fund. Apart from the deficits on ordinary working
the railways have to provide for two large extraor-
dinary items of expenditure during the ensuing year.
These are reconstruction works in areas affected by
the earthquake and large repairs necessitated by’
flood demage fo the Sara Bridge on the Ganges.
Expenditure on these works does not, however, affsct
the budgst as they are to be provided for by a special
loan from the depreciatioa fund to be paid back in
annual instalments spread over a ten year period,

Apart from giving a résumé of the financial
results of the year the Railway Member did not, in
his speech, deal at length with any other points
rogarding railway policy. ~His reference to the
oconference on Rail-road coordination was brief and
no indication was given as to how far the State rail-
wayg were contemplating the use of powers to operate '
on roads which were conferred on them by special
legislation last September. It was further not indi-
cated what action apart from corresponding with
Provincial Governments, the Government of Indis
wore themselves thinking of taking in this matter.
Looking to the importance of the question we would |
bave expected some more information on it beiug .
made available at the time of the budget speech. A ;
gimilar reticence was observed by both the Railway |
Member and the Chief Commissioner for Railways
( when speaking in the Council of State ) regarding §
the efforts at retrenchment. Nothing was said as to |
the nature of the concrete suggestions made by Mr.
Pope whose services had been specially obtained from

the English railways last year. The only inform
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tion vouchsafed was that on the recommendation of

- Mr. Pope special committees had been set up on each
railway for detailed analysis of expenditure and that
the savings effected by them, though small in indivi-
dual items, may in the aggregate amount to a great
desl. It is to be hoped that more definite information
regarding the activities of Mr. Pope and the special
committees will be drawn out from the Government
during the course of the discussion.

Sir Guthrie Russel in speaking before the
Counoil of State dealt at some length with the que-
stion of freights and fares. He pointed to some local
reduoctions in freights that had already been made
and justified the refusal to 1ift the surcharge from coal
rates on the ground that the statistics did not show
that the surcharge affected the trade adversely. It
is necessary in this connection to comment on the
extremely unsatisfactory nseture of the- statistics
published by the railway authorities. 'The statistios
regarding the tonnage of commeodities carried, for
example, are given by whole systems. There is
no subdivision into zones; so that it is impos-
sible to guess at the real nature of any change
in frade that msy ocome about. The railway
suthorities are further, mccording to definite in-
formation that we possess, never ready to place
any more detailed information before the public or
make it available to students. We are thus, all of
us, entirely at the mercy, in this matter, of the rail-
way authorities themselves, and kave to accept any
conclusions that they assure us flow from the atatis.
tics that they have collected and whioh are available
only to themeelves, In the circumestances the rail-
way authorities should not be surprised if the public
refuses to credit all their statements as being grounded
in valid statistical data. Apart from this the atten-
tion of railway authorities may be directed to the
consideration that if, ss they belisve, we are at the
. beginning of an upward trend of the trade cyclethese
. beginnings will be distinctly helped by a liberal
| policy in the mstter of freights on the part of the
;railwaya.

I Weare glad to note that & special experiment
| is being made in lowering third class fares on the
' N.'W. Railway and glad to bave the assurance that
, speciel efforts are being made to improve “passenger
| smenities.” Weo are afraid, however, that in this
matter of amenities it is chiefly the higher classes
that attract the attention of rmilway suthorities.
Before the era of motor transport the third class
pasgenger was notoriously scurvily treated by
the railway authoritiee. During the last decade
some improvement has come about in this
matter but even so the position is yet extre-
mely unsatisfactory. Sir Guthrie Russel referred to
the £pecial attempts made o attract tourist traific and
we know that of recent years higher class fares have
been more often than once lowered to keep the
bigher class fraffio up. We feel in this connection
 that the time is now come to undertake a detailed
enquiry into the comparative costs of the various
services and the Income they yield. The receipts
from 3rd class traffic have congistently been higher

than 85 p. 0. of the total receipts from passenger
traffic. The higher olass traffic has been consistently
of little importance and nlso always liable to shrink
more in times of depression. Yet if we look to ex-
penditure on such items as coaching vehicles the
disproportion between the lower and higher classea is
most striking. Our stations are designed primarily
for higher olass passengers and the room and ameni-
tiesprovided for these passengers is vastly in excess of
the proportion that their fares bear to third class
fares. There are again a number of trains—all the
best and f{astest services—specially and exoclusi-
vely meant for higher clags passengers and these
enjoy & larger measure of concessions ete. than the
third cluss passengers. We fecl that in all this the
third olass traffio receipts are being used heavily to
subsidise higher class comforts, Thie is a matier of
first rate importancae, It is upto members of the
Assembly to see that enquiriesare made and statistics
compiled to enable us to judge to what extent thers
is a disproportion between fares and services. If any
subsidising is to be done, it is to the lower classes at
the cost of higher. This inverse relation in our oase
is typical of the topsyturvydom of all things admi-
nistrative in India. Instead of vague generalisations
regarding having the interests of the lower classes at
heart wo would be glad to get some conorete evidence
that third class service in India is commensurate
with the level of fares paid.

THE PRINCIPLE OF DAM DUPAT.

H E principle of dam dupal, as generally under-
stood, does not set any limit upon the total
aocorual of interest, but only upon the amount

that becomes payable at sny particular time, It
takes no account of the interest that may have been
paid in the past, but only sayse that if, at the time
when a claim is made, the amount of interest that is
due has accumulated to more than double the
principal, the debtor is liable to pay only as much
as the principal and no more. It is quite possible,’
therofore, under the operation of this rule, that a
borrower - may in fact pay his moneylender several
timea over in ‘the way of interest and yet remain
indebted to him for the whole amount of the
principal borrowed. While a man who goes on
paying intorest es it falla due will thus derive no
benefit from the privciple of dam dupat, another man
who makes a default will stand to gain by it aa he
will not be called upon to pay more than twice the
amount of the principal.

This inequality in its working is a serious defect

im dam dupal, which can be removed in two ways.
It can either be laid down that the debtor will in no
circumstances be required to pay interest exceeding
the principal or that he will be required to pay inte-
rest only at & nominal rate after the interest that has
accrued, whether paid or left unpaid, equals the -
principal. The United Provinces Agrioulturists’
Relief Bill, passed in December last, has adopted the
latter method after considering the merits of both. The
Act applies the principle of dam dupatin this way:
it limits the fotal amount of interest to be paid on
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the principal to 100 per cent. of the prinoipal in the
case of secured loans and to 150 per cent. in the case
of unsecured loans, and provides thaf, when
this limit is reached, irrespective of whether
any part of it has in fact been paid or noi, in-
terest at a much smaller rate will become payable
thereafter. The effact of puch a provision is bes$
explained by giving a concrete instance, the one
that was given by the Finance Member in the Legis-
lative Council, “Assume,” ho said, “that a lakh was
borrowed in 1900 at 10 per cent. simple. By 1910 that
would have come to two lakhs,- And if section 23-F

{which contsins the provision of the law referred to

above) ware not in existencs, thenby 1933, the am ount

of interest due in 81l would have been Rs. 3,30,000.
Now, Sir, under section 23-F, what would happen is |

thig, that as soon as the first ter years elapsed,
from that time onwards the rate of interest would

become 4} per cent., and the total amount due would |

' then be only Rs. 2,03,500 instead of Ra. 3,30,000, Now
supposing that the debtor has been paying all through

regularly, and has therefore disbursed Rs. 3,30,000, -

obviously he is worse of by the differsnce
between  that sum and Ra, 2,03,500,
Well, what we propose to the House is
difference between the two should be set off

against the principal. Now in that case the
difference is Rs, 1,26,500. The original ‘ principal
is one lakh. Therefore, in that particalar case the
whole debt will be wiped ouf straight away. Of
course, if he has not paid that is another matter, but

even then he will find himself due to pay only the |

smaller amount and not the largers” The rate of
interest was eventually reduced from 4} to 31 per
cent., and on that aceount the advantage to the debtor
will be proportionately increased.

The other method of removing inequslity inei-

dental to the operation of the law of dam dupat is, as

snid above, to provide that after interest equals the

principal, no debt shall esrn any more interest. The

merits of this method were discussed at great length
inthe Legislative Council of the United Provinces,
It found many able advocates. Theirchief argument
was that the moneylender will sue his debtor as soon

. ag the limit of interest is reached and obtain a8 deoree,
.'This wiil be to the advantage of the debtor, for his
principsl difficulty at present ie that the creditor sits
quiet and aliowe his loan to run and interest to aceu-

mulate till the debtor, finding it impossible to repay -

the loan out of profits, is driven to sell his land. If,
on the other hand, he is sued before his debt is
doubled, he will pull himself together and manage to
keep out of the morass of bankruptey. But -this
reasoning did not prevail in the end. It was thonght
that the best plan would be, instead of abolishing
all interest. on loans - after they had -doubled them-
seives, to allow neminal interest on the loans, so that
the creditor would not be forced te sue and sell up
the debtor but would be parsuaded fo give him some
grace and many honest debtors would require such

grace. The U. P. Act sllows only 31§ per vent. -
on past loans which are secured on jmmovable |

property. Thatis to ssy, as the Finance Member

pointed out, the oreditor will “get one per cent

less than the Government on secured loans,” which

of ocourse represents best possible terms. This

provision would be, the Government thought, entirely

to the advantage of the debtor and should be retained.
Consequently it is retained in the U. P, Act. The

rates of interest allowed on loaus after they have

reached 100 per cept. in the case of secured loans and

150 per cent. in the case of unsecured loans are:-—-
314 per cent. on secured loans and 514 per cent on

unsecured loans, if the loans were taken before the
Aot came into foroe; and if the loans were taken after
the Act came into foroe the rate of interest on secured
loans will be just the rate at which the local Govern-
ment borrows from the Government of India and
on unsecured loans 2 per cent, above this. It cannok
be denied that these rates sre low enough.

THE GERMAN UNIVERSITIES UNDER
THE NAZIS.

HE new regime in Germany hes brought about
‘vast ehanges in sge-old institutions and the
Universities, { which term is used here to inclu-

de also the Hochsohulen and Akademien i e, techno-
logical Oolleges andacademies of forestry, commeroe,
mining, ete. ) are no exception to this. In order to
understand the true signifioance of the changes, it is
however necesaary to know the working of the Uni-

- vergities before 1932,

Al Universities in Germany are maintained by
the state and every professor, leoburer and assistant
in the various institations of the University is there-
fore a state employes, There was mno restriction to
the admission of either German or foreign students to
the University except that they had o show that they
bad passed the school-final examination of & recog-
nised school in Germany or its equivalent ia other
countries; ' In the case of foreigners, a formal
permiesion of the education minister was necessary
in addition. ' '

Gorman University 1ife has always been cons~
picuous for what is called the “ Lehrfraiheit ” 1. e. the
freedom of the student to learn any subjects he liked
and attend any lestures he fancied. There was mo
examination at the end of each term and even for &
dootorate, the thesis, submitted aftera certain number
of terms and an oral examination in a certain num-
ber of subjects allied to the principal subject, were
the only requirements. There were thus no compul-
gory subjeots, no texts prescribed and mo written
papers. This system encouraged the pursuit of know-
ledge for its own sake and inculoated the habits of
inquiry and research in the mind of a majority of
the students. ' ‘

As regards the teachers in the University, any .
body eould beoome one after eatisfying certain con- .

. ditions. After hie dootorate: every aspirant for the |
% Veania legendi ™ i.e. the permission to teach, had to

oarry on original research work on his own andi
submit the results of the same to the Faculty of the |
University under which he wanted to beeome =
teacher. If this work was found to be of a suflicient~
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"1y high merit the prospective teacher would be asked
‘by the Faculty to deliver a ** Probevorlesung ™ or a
kind of trial lecture, in which his powers of delivery,
--explanation and his mastery over his subject would
be tested by his future colleagues, If this also was
found eatisfactory, he would obtain the permission
“to teach in the University and would be called a
Privatdozent. He would gtill get no remuneration
but would be entitled to receive the fees (each student
paid 250 marks per weekly lecture per term) from all
-students who aftended his lectures. His further
advance fo an extraordinary professorship and finally
-to an ordinary {ie. chief) professorship would
depend on the Importance of his work (research
"papers etc. ) and ordinarily no University tescher
could expect to become an ordinary professor before
-the aga of 45 or 50.

The internal management of the University was
vested in a Senate made up of ordinary professors and
‘representatives of the extra-ordinaries and privat-
- dozents, which divided itself into faculties ( philo-
sophy { L e arts ), medicine, theology, law etc, ). At
-the head of esch Faculty was a Dean elected by the
members. The Rector ( chancellor } of the Univer-

-8ity was olected each year by the members of the
Senate from among the ordinary professors by rota~
-tion between the different Faculties.

The students had not only perfect freedom in
the matker of choica of lectures and subjects, but also
-1argely in the matter of their unions—political, eco-
nomic, theological, ete,. Thus all the more impor-
-tant political parties from the nationalists to the

~oommunists had their student organisations which
-arranged lectures, demonstrations, etc,

Since the advent of the * Dritte Reich™” (i e.
the third empire ) some fundamental changes have
been introduced in the structure and functions of the
Universities. In the first instance, the politioal
neutrality of the teachers in the University has been
<completely destroyed end inoulcation of patriofic,
-especially Nazi, ideas in the minde of the siudents is
congidered to be an important funection of the
teachers. The varfous political unions have been
dissolved and there has been established wunder
i_:he -supervision of an official of the State a students’
tunion which will have the right to send repregenta-
‘tives to the Facultiesand Senate when questions about
the students are disoussed. The Universities in
Germany have therefore now ceased to. be institn.
tions for imparting knowledge only but are centres
of active training of s politieal nature.

Jews are naturally not allowed to become
teachers in the Unlversity and even as regards
-students, & very small percentage of that race are to

be admitted, - Moreover, even if they pass their @X8- -

.minations in law, medicine and other professions,

“they will not be allowed to practice except with the

:sz?acial permission of the Government ( one can ima-
-gine, that this will not ba given as a general rule, )

The so-called “Fuhrerprinzip” (i.e. the leadership
.principle), which is the very opposite of the principle
.‘o-f democracy, has been introduced into the Univer-
«sities, The Leader of the Nazis, or one of his repre-

| sentatives, is to nominate the Reotors of the Univem-..

sities and these, in their burn, are to nominate the

| deans, the members of the Senate, ete. There are to

be no decisions by majority, but the Faculties and
Sonate are to serve only as advisory bodies to the
deans and the rector respectively. These latter have
the fullest powers to carry out their decisions irres-
pective of the opinion of their colleagues.

The future professors besides being experts in
their subjects, must also be either members of the SA,
SS ,eto, {Nazi auxiliary polioe) or to have put in com-
pulsory service in one of the numerous works camps
( Arbeitsiager ) conducted by the Government. The
Venia Legendi will be grahted only for a limited -
period and may be withdrawn at any time ( if, pre.
sumably, the political opinions of the person are not
sgreeable to the higher authorities, ).

The total number of students who will ba ailow-
ed to study at the Universities has been drastically
out down and it is hoped that by this means the un-
employment in the ranks of the educated is to be re-
duced. .Students or teachers who held opinions, even
slightly different from those held by the men that
count, have been ill-treated in many instances by the
ultra-nationalist “Aryans.” According to the new
principles, the Lehrfreibheit would in no case include
the freedom of expressing approval of anti-Nasgi
dootrines from the chair or of forming students’
unions for purpases other than those approved by the

Nazis,
D. D. KARVE,

Gur London tgztfer.

!

{BY AIR MAIL.)
{ From Qur Correspondent. )
London, Fabroary.7.

THE LEAGUE AND DISARMAMENT.

N Tuesday night & large and important. demon-
O gtration was held at the Albert Halil, under the
auspioes of the League of Nations Union, with
Viscount Cecil in the chair. The objeot of the gather-
ing was to encourage support f9r the prinoiples of
the League and to express disapprobation of the

1 private manufacture of sarms., The principal resolus

tion was moved by Lord Halifax (itis dii.iicult to
think of Lord Yrwin under his new Qitle, since his
father’s death ), and recorded the meeting's “profound
conviction that only through the ecollective system
embodied inthe Lesgue of Nations could war‘ba,
averted and oivilisation saved,” and the meeting
“promieed to support His Majesty’s Government in-
all efforts to secure the greatest measure of all-round
disarmament for which agreement could be obtain-
ed”. It was recognised by all the speakers, who
included Sir Herbert Samuel, Lady Astor, ar!d Mr.
Philip Noai-Baker, that far less was possible of
achievement in the way of disarmament by agree-
ment than had &t one time been hoped ; but that even
a poor agreement was infinitely better at the present
stage of Huropean affairs than the disaster and
anatchy shat would result inevitably from no agree-
ment at sli. Sir Herbert Samuel summarised the
possibilities as four only—igolation ( nolonger pos-
gible ), alliances ( leading slmost surely to the array-
ing of opposed forces struggling for the balance of
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power ), anarchy ( an appalling prospect ), and the
League, and the whole mssembly  roared applause
when he declared that the best of these wasthe Lieague,
He algo drew laughter in desoribing the Govern-
ment’s policy in the words of an epitaph “piety
without enthusiasm,” That, too, was the mood of
the House of Commons debate on the subject that
afternoon,

Yesterday, however, a sterner nota was struck
in a debate dealing with the state of the defence
forces of the country. Many speakers spoke with
alarm at the state of unpreparedness in oase of war,
Mr. Churchill’s view was that, whilst, when he was
jn the Government, the defence foroces budget was
framed upon the assumption that war was unthink-
able within a minimum period of ten years, in recent
years that supposition had become urtenable, Mr.
Baldwin, who replied on behalf of the Government,
said that a reply to the British proposals was due
“ very soon ¥. Inthe event of an agreement being
reached, it would be necessary to armup to the
limits agreed upon, If the megotiations failed, a
vastly more damgerous position would have been
reached and “the Government will feel that their
duty is to look after the interest of this country first
and quickly.” And as every other country will cer-
tainly do the same on its own behalf, we shall again
be faced with a race in armaments, everybody head-
ing for the inevitable war sand the consequent
anarchy. It is a hideous alternative.

OF INTEREST TO INDIA.

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Roger Keyes who has
virtually no knowledge of modern conditions in
India, is the Nationalist Conservative candidate for
the Portsmouth Division by election. In his election
address, he states that, he is ready, on the subject
of India, “to wait until the Joint Committee has re-
ported, and he expresses & hope that the evidence
given to the Committes will convince the National
Government of the dangers of a policy which a great

‘number of their followers view with alarm”. He
thinks that “this is not the moment to give home
rule to India and impose on India’s many irrecon.
cilable races an imitation of s Western Parlia-
mentary system in which so many powerful European
countries have lost faith”., Nor does he * feel any
oonfidence in the so.called safeguards, seeing what
has happened in Ireland”. It will Le terrible for the
geilant Admiral if the Joint Committee is ro strongly
convinoed of the advantages of the Government's
proposals for Indian constitutional reform as to
support them at least with a majority report. He will
be delighted to. know that all political parties in
Imdia will join with him in reprobating the imposi-
tion upon the country of “an imitation of a Western
Parliamentary system”. What, of course, they want
is the real article, in whioh, presumably, he, at least,
believes, If mot, one wenders why he is standing as
a candidate for election.

Lord Wolmer, who is even more of a “ back-
woodsman” than his father, Lord Selborne, thinks
that the situation in India i so grave that he dces
pot see how we oan get out of it without bloodshed.
If his school of thought prevails, his fears are well-
grounded.

Mr. Subhas C. Bose, writing in the Manchester
Guardion from Geneva, denies that the Caloutta
Corporsation has been bankrupf, as alleged by Mr.
J. C. French before the Joint Select Committee, and
holds that it was entitled to keep in its service ex-
political offenders not guilty of moral turpitude,” Mr.
French continues to disagree on both points.

The Capitation Tribunsl’s recommendation that
a contribution of £1,500,000 s year should be made
from British funds towards the cost of Indien defence

is being given effect to in supplementary estimates:
shortly to be-submitted to Parliament which also:
inolude & loan to the Bacon Marketing Board, half
the purchase price of the Codex Sinaiticus and a con-
tribution in aid of the finances of Bechuanaland--a.
queer medley. Sir Alexander Cardew strongly abjecta
to the grant of £1,500,000 towards the cost of Indian
defence, and describes it as a “ christening gift" to-
save the White Paper, Probably "the grant will be
opposed by the Tory diehard group. '

In this correspondence I drew attention recently
to the Kidderminster Chamber of Commerce protest
against what ia desoribed as the excessive importa-
tions from British India of carpets s a serious.
menace to the home carpet trade, the town's staple:
industry. Mr. Runciman in a reply to Sir John
Wardlaw-Milne, Member of Parliament for the.
Kidderminster Division, says that this country was.
given certain trade agreements with India at Ottawa
and as a result many advantages were secured for the
industries of the United Kingdom. It was necessary
to regard the interests of trade as a whole, not of any
particular section. This answer does not appear to .
have satisfied the Kidderminster trade, which haa-
expressed the view that Indian carpets coming to this
country should be limited by means of a quota.
system. It is of interest to note that unemployment
amongst carpet-workers is at the relatively low-
figures of 5-8 per cent.

Referring to his duties on the Joint Select
Committee on India, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
at the Spring Session of the Church Assembly this
week said, * If I had known what those duties wouid
have involved, nothing wouid have induced me to
undertake them. But we have now reached the stage
of decisions in what I might call one of the most
momentous tagks ever committed to any body of men
in this country.”

The Indian Village Welfare Association, whose .
President is Lady Halifax, and whose Chairman is 8ir
Francis Younghusband, and whose objeots are (1) the:
collection and disgemination of information on rural:
activities in India: (2} the furtherance of echemes
and experiments to promote rural welfare, and _(3)n
the holding of schools and other educationsl activities
to arouse interest in the mneeds of rural gndln. has
announced the holding of a third successive Easter -
School! in the last week of March. It shonld prove-
to be of great value in eoncentrating attention upon
the urgent needs of rural India.

MER. BERNARD SHAW ON INDIA,

In & broadeast-talk in the series entitled
“ Whither Britain?” Mr. Shaw this week spent a..
good deal of time rehashing old prejudices and new
panaceas,

Discussing “this Empire business,” Mr. Shaw.
said that the instinct not only of the distant Indian,
but even of the nearby Welshman, the Irishman, and
the Scot, was to resent and repudiate Imperial domi-
nance, so that if we wereto preserve the connexion,
we must make it appear flattering and advantageous -
to all the parts of the Empire, giving them Home
Rule, calling them Dominions instead of Colonies, .
and putting them on the eame footing 88 what we -
called the Mother Country, or even on & better ome. .
But let them think what that might _Iend to. Thgre .
was only a bandful of English-speaking people with
pink gkins in the Dominions, The Indians ocutnum- -
bered the rest of the Empire, including England, five -
to one. Consequently, the effect of meking Indis a.
Dominion, in the Canadiap sense, would be_that
England would become, in effect, a Dominion of India..
and England might not like that. _England might-
break off from the Empire, as the United Btates did.



-

- FRBRUARY 22, 1934. }

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

93

He oould nok feel sure of the permanence of any
* intimate political combination not based on home-
geneity—no the people in the combination being
reasonably like  one another in their tastes and
religious faiths, their traditions and hopes. A combi.
nation of the northern States of Europe with the
" United States of America, and with Australia and
New Zealand, would be far more homogeneous than
any possible combinations of Europeans and Asiatics.
If he were a stranger from another planet he would
say that an attempt to combine England with India
before England was combined with the United States
on the one side and with all her Woatern European
neighbours on the other was a orazy reversal of the
natural order of things, and could not possibly Iast,
If we did not make the constituents of the Empire so
independent of England that Engiand would have
nothing to do but support an enormously expensive
Navy to protect them, they would break off as the
American Colonies did; yet if we granted them that
independence, the tail would wag the dog, as it did
~wary vigorously at the Ottawa Conference,

THE EARTHQUAKE.

News, offioial and unofficial, continues to come
in, revealing to us, in ever inoressingly graphio
- detail, the nature and extent of the disaster that has
befallen North Bihar. Calls have beer made by Dr.
Tagore and Mr. Gandhi for help from abroad, presu-
mably in view of the fact that, in the present econo-
mio state of India, home resources will not suffice
for the restoration and reconstruction that are called-
for now that the needs of the stricken area are
beginning to be discerned with some clearness. In
~the telegrams from the Poet andthe Mahatms, it is
recommended that contributions should be sent to
Babu Rajendra Prasad, who, his frionds are glad to
learn, has now been released from confinement on
grounds of health. The difficulty is that, except for
“the emsll Indian organieations who will probably
respond ms & result of the specisl appeals that they
are making to their members and friends, hardly any
-one in this country knows Babu Rajendra Prasad
~even by name, and the fact that he is a staunch
pongrass worker just released from jail will not make
it easy to organise s non-official fund of any substan-
‘tial value that can be placed at his disposal for relief
of distress. In the ciroumstances it is hoped that
advantage may be taken by those contributors who
may wish to send their contributions through non-
official agencies to do so through the Servantsof India
Soclst_y,to whose long record of useful social activity
the Times pays an editorial tribute, this week, in the
following terms : “There is also the Servants of India
Sooiety, which is alwaye early in the field on such
“8n ocoasion collecting and distributing relief funds,
-and performing invaluable work in making known
“the extent of distress. Such a Booiety helps to esta-
blish confidence that money given for relief wil] be
-woll distributed”. In the absence of any announce-
went as to the setting up of & non-official relief com-
mittee, it ia to be hoped that the Society may be
“willing temporarily to act in the capacity of a recei-
“ver and transmitter of funds for relief.

_ It is interesting to-note that the League Against
Impaﬂa.llsm. a recognised Communist body, has
written to Mr, Walter Citrine, Sacretary of the Trade
Union Congress, Buggesting & geparate fund “on a
olase basis”, as “there would be cases in the working
-cl8s$ movement which are not covered by a Govern-
ment fund”, and asking for a subscription to such a
fgm_i for the relief of Railway workera in Jamalpur,
vietims of tpe‘enrbhquake. Mcr. Citrine has promptly
raplied declining to bave anything whatever $o do
with thevLe_sgue.- Ina subsequent statement made
by Mr. Citrine he esid, “The British workers have

—r—

the utmost sympathy with the sufferings of the Indian
workers in this terrible carthquake disaster, but they
muat make absolutely sure that that suffering is not
improperly exploited by Communist organisations,
If an appeal should come from the properly aocredit-
ed representatives of the Indian T. U.C, it will be
considered with the ntmost sympathy. ‘

“We will not consider appeals from Communist
organisations primarily oconcerned with exploiting
the misery of their own workers for their own ends,”

Undoubtedly, however, this country’s major res-
ponge will be made to the Lord Mayor's Fund, and
that opened at India House as a branch of the
Viceroy's Fund, by the High Commissioner for Indis.
In addition to the written appeal issued by the Lord
Mayor of London last week, he made 8 most touching
and sympsathetic personal appeal which he broadcast
throughout the country., Almost immediately there
have flowed in large sums and small alike, from
palace and from kitoshen. One poor woman imme-
diately subscribed 2|6d. out of her weekly pension of
9s, and there have baen other great mots of saorifice
comparable with this. If, in the long run, the total
amount subscribed does not reach the sums to which
one is accustomed to look from Mansion House funds
in the past, it is to be attributed rather to the wide-
spread economic depression in this country than Iack
of sympathy and interest in connection with this
gront disaster, On the contrary, as the news of its
magnitude has become known so the response has
been mors immediate and generous, and the Provia-
cial Lord Mayors and Mayors have opened funds in
support of the Mansion House Fund.

With a view to the wider dissemination of in-
formation on the subject, and so ‘as to make a still
stronger appeal, a public meeting was held at the
Mansion House yesterday, attended by the Lord
Mayor, presiding, and Lady Mayoress and the
Sheriffs of the City of London, as well as the Masters
of several of the Livery Companies and a number of
the best known public men in the country. There
would have been & much larger gathering but for the
inconvenience of the hour that kept most of the City
magnats away, and that prevented a number of
other public men from attending. :

Ouwr Rueliamentary  Lotter,

( FroM OuB Owa COREREIFONDERT. } ‘
’ New Delhi, February 18.

TARIFF AMENDMENT BILL.
HE Tariff Amendment Bill giving specifie
proection to certain industries was passed

during the week, after it was debated upon
from all points of view. When 3ir Joseph Bhore
moved for its consideration, Dr. Zisuddin Ahmed
led the attsck on the BRBill, saying that the tariff
changes proposed in the Bili would not realiy
help the Indian manufacturer so much as the Empire
manufacturer. Mr. Ramsay Scott expressed dis-
satisfaction at the half-hearted polioy of Government
in the matter of giving protection to industries
against Japsnese competicion. He asked why
Government sat over the Tariff Board’s report for
over n year, during which period heavy Japanese
imports had nearly dealé a death blow to the
indigenous indusiries. He could not understsn_d
why Government should have been halting in this
matter when the Assembly had given them sufficient
powers to safeguard industries under the safe-
guarding of Industries Act. Mr. Gaznavi saw no merit
in the Bill, beyend that it gave additional revenue
to the Finance Member. He ocomplained that tho.
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Bill did not give sufficient protection to any indu-
gtry .and -yet it raised the prices of ocommodities
_moneceesarily high. He pmelt in it an -attempt st
_ giving imperial preference by the back door, for
. Government had imposed high duties against Japan,
where Lancashire interests would not suffer. The
Commerce Member, in replying to the charges, made
it once movre olear that * Government did not intend
to confer substantive protection on any particulsr
industry, but it only attempted to restore, as far
as possible, competitive conditions that existed in
1930-31, making full eliowance for the general fall
in prices.” He further assured the House that if
an industry did not look vpon this as sufficient prote-
‘etion, it should prepare a cage and Government would
submit it to the Tariff Board; if the industry made
out & case for substantive protectiom it would Le
given. ' ' '

When the Bill was read clause by clause, all
the mamendments, except two moved by Mz, Lahiri
Cbowdhary, failed. By one amendment domestic
enamel hollow-wares were included for the new tariffs
and & graded scale of duty was proposed on domes-
tic eartbenware, china and porcelain by the other
amendments. There was a good deal of heated
discussion on amendments moved by Mr. Ghuznavi
and Mr, Azarali, to refund or exempt gocds that have
been transhipped on or before 22nd December 1934
and are onm the way to this country. Both these
amendments were strongly opposed by Sardar Sant
Bingh, Me, 8. C.8enand Mr. K. . Neogy. Sir Cowasji
Jehangir pleaded that equity and justice demanded
such exemption, when Mz, Ramsay Scott twitted
him by asking how Sir Cowasji did not ecome for-
ward to ask for similar exemption, when the duty
on cotton goods went up by 75°/,. Mr. Hardy,
‘member of the Revenue Board, explained how unpra-
‘otical the suggestions would be and would merely
add to the legal problems without one anna of the
refund going to the pocket of the consumer. In
replying to the’ speeches madeé on the third reading
of the Bill, Sir Joseph Bhore assured the Houss that
they would not rest content with the passage of the
bill, but that they would consider the question of
protection of some industries that were making
representations.

BENGAL STATE PRISONERS REGULATION OF 1818.

_ Mr. Amar Nath Dutt moved, on Thursday last,
that his Bill to repeal the Bengal State Prisoners
Regulation of 1818 be circulated for opimion. Mr.
Dutt did not see any reason why Government should
still require this archaie piece of legislation, when
" they bad several other drastic enactinents they could
rely upon. Such a lIaw might have been necessary
in the troubled times & bundred yesrs before, but there
seemed to him no juetification to keep it any longer
on the Statute Book, Mr.. 8. C. 8en opposed the
motion, on the ground that this piece of legislation
was far more humane than the various other enact-
ments that have since been added to the Statute
Book. As was but expected the Home Member Sir
Harry Haig stoutly opposed the Bill, saying that the
time chosen for ite repeal was most inopportune, as
Indian constitutionel progress was threatened by
forces of open violence and hidden conspiracies. Un-
less they could defend themeelves by such wesapons,
he thought, it might be difficult for Government to
resist those subsersive tendencies; even more dras-
tic measures might be necessary to oumbat the
menace. The motion was negatived, :

AMENDMENT OF THE LAW OF SEDITION,

Mr. Ranga Iyer’s attempt fo amend sections 124
(A) and 153 (A)—law of pedition—of the lndian
Peonal Code slso fared no better, Mr. Ranga. Iyer
quoted profusely the views of eminent judges and

lawyers that ‘intention” should bs the oriterion fn

this matter, and that the Bill tried to make it explicit.

Heo could not understand how any comments, ex--
pressing disapproval of the measures of Government

and methods of administration, with a view to their

alteration by peaceful means should constitute an

offence. . Heo dwelt upon the history of the section

which was amended in 1898 by excluding the word

‘intention’. Yet in practico many high ocourts con--
victed persons only if it was proved that the

accused had the intention to commit the offencs | All

that his Bill attempted to do was, he said, to incor--
porate the spirit of the judgments and hence they

should not find it difficult of acceptance. Mr. Yamin

Khan found merit in the law as it stood, &8 it acted

8s s check on the disruptive forces in the country. He

thought the press alone was responsible for creating

trouble and these sections acted as & brake onthem.

Forces of communism and disruption, scoording to

him, required the retention of these clauses. Bir B..
L. Mitra did not want the Logislature to interfere

with tbe present law and warned the housa against

proceeding with its emendinent without looking to-
the consequences, Sardar Sant Singh bitterly ooms-

plained that the sections were being abused and used
for punishing those who held certain political views.

Mr. Ranga Iyver in reply referred to the arrest and

conviction of Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru and said he-
wanted by this bfll to make such easy sarrest diffi-
cult. The motion was lost by a big majority.

EQUALISATION OF DUTY ON KEROSENE,

Discussion on Mr, 8. C. Mitra's resolution to-
equalise import and excise duties on kerosene oil
wes resumed on Tuesday last, but the mover
ultimalely withdrew it. In putting forward bhis
resolution Mr. Mitra said that British oil com--
panies operating in Burma enjoyed a monopoly in
India and the difference between the ocustoms and
oxcisa duties gave them an indirect subsidy in the
form of further profits of Rs. 74 lacs and the Indian
Treasury unpecssarily suffered a loss to fhat extent.,
He also charged those cowpanies with depriving,
Government of the super tax by paying millions in
bonuses to their shareholders. He also quoted from.
the Tariff Board's report on Oil Industry to show
that these companies got higher price for their
kerosene. Mr. R. S. Sarma opposed it on the ground
that it was such a resolution that gave & bhandle to
the British commercial interesis to demand safe-
guards. D. B. Remaswamy Mudaliar also opposed
the resolution. He explained that there was no real.
competition between the Burma Oil_Oompany and
the Standard Oil Company owing v:rtually_ to an
agreement regarding prices and spheres of distribu-~
tion. The B.O.Company had a monopoly of the red pil
that is entirely consumed by the poor people and if
the excise duty was to be raised, as was suggested in.
the resolution, only the poor people would suﬂ'er,nsthe
Company was bound to raise the prices. The Finance
Member assured the House that Government would
seo that the oil companies operating in In_dla, would
not henceforth enter into agreements with foreign.
companies to keep up the higher level of prices. Mz,
Mitra then withdrew his resolution. ,

HeELP TO BIHAR.

- Mr. Gupteshwar Prasad Singh moved a resolution
recommencing to the Governor-Generslin Council
that s losnh to the Bihar Government be made by
the Central Government, without interest or ata low
rate of interest, to help the stricken provincs in its
reconstruction. The resolution bad notbiog but,
sympathy from all parts of the House. During the
speeches grateful acknowledgement was made of the
services rendered by the verious relief funds and.
the relieving parties at work; every one concurred
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~that such relief work would touch only the imme-
- diate problera of finding shelter and food but that for
reconstruction an all-comprehensive policy had to
be worked out by Government. Sir Cowasji Jehangir
assured the Government that the House would not
object if the Central Government decided to give loana
to the Bihar Government free of intarest. Mr. Joshi
hoped that principles of modern town-plauning and
-sanitation would be adopted in the workof recons-
truction. Rir George Sohuster, on behalf of Govern-
ment, accepted the resolution and explained that
Qovernment were evolving a comprehensive plan
of reconstruction in consultation with the Bihar
~Government ; and thet it would be found adequate
to the needs of the situstion. He hoped to make the
announcement about it during the Budget speech
-or even easlier if it was possible.

Reoview s,

FRUIT-MARKETING IN POONA.

ASURVEY OF THE MARKETING OF FRUIT
IN, POONA. By D. R. GaDGIL & V. R. GADGIL
( The Authors, Gokhale Institute of Politios
alé:lwgloonomios,- Poona.) 1933. 22cm. 184p.

'THE book under review is one of those rare produc- .

‘tions, a really illuminating survey of the mechanism
of the marketing of producs. The authors set them-
-se]ves an unusually difficult task and deserve to be
congratulated on the result of their labours. Under
the existing conditions, where there really is wo.such
thiag as organisation in the marketing of fruit or
other agrioultural produce, it is the grower who bears
+the brunt of the burden and the numercus middiemen
war fgt at his expense. As the authors have put it,
there is a feeling of utter helplegsness in the producer;
he could do nothing against the ealesman, there wag
no alternative to him.and there wes nouse in bother-
ing sbout details. It would do our legislators good
‘4o digest the chapters degeribing the nuwber of
middlemen through whom the produce has fo pass,
the number of commissions that have to be. paid and
the transport difficulties that exist. They might
4then find time to think of the lot of farmers,

The book is so full of useful information both to
-the economist and to the farmer that it is not possible
to indicate all that it eontains, in a small compass.
Every chapter is indicative of the immense amount
-of pains that the authors have taken in their attempts
to obtain first-band informstion. Most of the grow-
-eT8 _of _fl:llit -are_small holders and as such they
are individually helpless against the several clever
middlemen. These middlemen rarely stand to lose
-angthmg. Wbatever the prices may be, they rake in
‘their commisgions and it is the grower who has
finally to toot the bill and tske all the losses.

Discussing the conditions that exist at the Reay
Market in Poons, some valuable suggestions are
made, The establishment of mseparate “ Growers’
Market ™ is an excellent ides, as that would, to some
- -pxtent st Jeast, minimise the losses through middle-
men. The neces-ity of proper control by the Munici-
pality of the stall holders is obvious, a3 any tendency
towards the slackening of this control may mean ail
-gorts of undertand dealings, The most deplorable
thing sesms to be the lack of strict conteol over all
weights and measures used in the market. -

‘ A study of the tables showing the commission
-charged py galesmen, forwarding agents, and com-
m_isston sa!_esmen, and the transport charges, will
give some idea how the farmer is exploited in every
direction. We are continuzously being told that the

farmer'is the backbone of India and that. the
country’s prosperity iz messured by his prosperity.

The present process of his slaving the year.round. at
his crops, only to have theo major part of the produce

swallowed by all sorts of middiemen, cannot surely
conduce to the strengthening of his position. The

data given in thig book explain, to a large extent, .
the reason of the notorions indebtedness of the far-

mers and also indioates the lines on which aetion
should be taken to strengthen India's backbone,

Transportation studies reveal another wosful
tale, The damage that ocoura to fruit of various
kinds in railway transit is a matter of common
knowledge. One has only to watch baskets of fruit
being thrown into and out of railway wagons, to,
understand why so muech damage ooturs, Absence.
of complaints means nothing, as both the. consigner,
and oonsignee are in & helpless position, The whole
thing works in a vicious oircle. Unless the traffic is
large, the railways will not provide spacial facilities;,
unless special faocilities are provided, traffio will not
grow. 1t is the business of Government to end this
state of affairs. '

The farmers themsel ves ought to bestir themeselves .
and form cooperative crganisations for handling their,
produce. They must improve their technique of
growing, picking, grading, and packing, If thisis.
acoompanied by suitable legislation and control of,
the trade as suggested by the authors, only then will.
the fruit industry thrive.

GUNDAPPA S. KURPAD.

' 'ARCHAFOLOGY IN BOMBAY.

ROCK-CUT TEMPLES AROUND BOMBAY.
By K. H. VAKIL. { Taraporewalla. ) 1932. 20om.
160p. Rs. 3.

THE printing snd the get-up are excellent, the photo-

graphs beautiful and decent. But what is more

significant about the book is not so much its external.
attradtiona as the spirit in which it is written. Mr,

K. H. Vakil is perfectly justified in complaining

against the present mental approach and attitude

towards ancient temples whichremain, in his cpinion,

* blurred and inooherent ™., “ Archaeoclogical and

iconographic details are collected with diligence,”

he saye, “not interpreted with vision, Sculptures
are atsigned their dates, sometimes their * schoola
seldom their qualities, but never their place.” In the
opening pages of the boock Mr. Vakil does, indeed,
discuss and determine the dates -of the temples at

Elaphanta, Jogeswari, Mandpeshwar, and Kanheri.

It may be generaily admitted. that the caves are of

sufficient antiquity, most of them belonging to about

the 8th century A. D. Mr. Vakil discusses many
interesting details and from them we gather that it
would not be an impossibility to reconstruct history
wholly from material remains. The archaeological,
sculpinral, and iconographic achievements that are
cuncretised in stone are the expressions of the lives
lived by the people of those times, their ideas, beliefs
and mspirations. And these expressions themselves
cannot be appreciated by assuming “ uniformity of
qualities and standards at all time, in every place.
medium, material and phase of Indian Ar:” For
wa find infinite diversity in conception and oreation.

Mr, Vakil’'s passiopate plem is tharefore for a * dis-

criminate, eritical, dispassionate examination " of

Indian Art whiech ecould 'make it yield permanent

values, Objeotive writers like Vinoant Smith may

caro little for artistic problems; but subjestive:
writers like Havell would explain the * spiritual
suppositions underneath the peouliarity of form.™

But in_ this also there is & danger. Works of art

might be interpreted on the Pasis of expression irres—
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pective of the fact that the forms of expression them-
selves are subjeot to considerable fluctuations and
“that at various times, in spite of the identity of
inkantiona, the same motif was represenfed in diffe-
rent ways.” _ ' _ :

Mr Vakil warns us against the use of stock
terms of art criticism which obsoure art walues,’ For
these art values have to be appraised in terms of the
artists’ foeling and sense for volume and content.
“Art was not representative,” he says, “merely of the
body and beliefs of Man. It dared to interpret the
mind of man, the mind that speculates, explores,
aspires as well as understands and believea, the
mind that ohallenges facts and oreates mew condi-
tions and new values mot less than .it accepts old
facts and faithse.” We might discover conceptual
unity and social continuity but uniformity, never,
And time spent therefore in the study of the monu-
ments of the * Rock Cut Temples Around Bombay”
would be highly instructive and elovating.

Mr. Vakil has, in our opinion, eminently suc-
soeded in interpreting our " heritage of beauty.” He
has further the vision of the true seer to recognise
that it is also the' heritage of humanity, common
to the universe, and permanent ag well. He con-
oludes with this sincere wish, ‘India’s vest, im-
mensely, almost illimitably, rich art legacy will be
well employed if in the ‘'modern search for perma-
nent and universal values and' significance of art it
could assist to recover and re-establish the lost human

belief in the common snd permanent heritage of
beauty.

‘We feel great ple;;l_nhr;a; théréfore, in recommend-
ing this book both to the perious scholar and the
goneral reader. o

. R. PRATAPGIRI.

VILE SLANDER OF INDIANS.
NAKED ASCETIC. By VICTOR DANE.
& Co., London, ) 1933. 20em. 235p. 7/6.
VILE and biting slander of Indians is the theme of
this obnoxious book and its author has vomitfed all
the venom of his posion pouch so as toleave nothing
unsullied, To turn the splash of printed. ditchwater
on the person of the author, he is “a literary curse
...always willing to slandar a man without the least
avidence or reason,”™ who possesses so depraved a
mind as to corrupt the imagination of his readers, At
best he is a raving lunatic who suffers from a swelled
psychological bump and so few and far between are
the lucid intervals that they betray logical rancidity.
Arriving in India with intent to understand Qocul-
tism ¢ which he confuses with Yoga ), he loses his
reason and under some kind of mysterioud haliuei-
nation, he makes; or thinks he makesg, the acquaintance
of magic workers who are miscalled Yogis. With
his uncharitable ink he painta these jugglers in the
blackest colours of his conception as & means to
cealumniato the people of Indin so as to leave them
smarting under it. Miss Mayo is a less offensive
judge of things Indian than this malicious genius
who digs his claws into the harmleas flesh of the
Indian. He accusea Indiens of cowardice, littla real-
ising that there is no worse knavery than that which
beats an enslaved people, defenceless and unable to
silence a tongue that utters libel. By the false stand-
ard of charlatans, he misjudges a whole nation with-
out giving thought to the faot that spurious Yogis
and tantrics who can be counted on fingers' ends if
they exist at all, do not represent the real India and
‘her culture. One wonders how Viper Dane { which

( Rider

name suits the author better ) will consider it a trust- -
worthy estimate of the character of Britishers if an
Indian were to pick out all the undesirable people of
Great Britain of whor, I am sure, there are more than
we have in India, for prejudiced investigation, In--
stead of looking at Indians in the light of a right
international perspeoctive of “all very much the sama
under the clothes, ™ and helping to relax *‘ the heavy
paternalism ” of the Britisher ( to quote the words of’
H. G. Wells ), o as to raise the standard of life of -
the people, this foul individual whips out his tongue
in order to give vent to a string of blasphemies, one
more scathing than another.

“ Phe Indian is the groatest liar within the two hemlia-
pheres.”

“Indiana are 8 very mean peopls and ths Bengalis,
probably the meanest of the lot. "

“The Marwaris are the greatest rogues under the sun, .
They are & nasty lesherous crowd. "

% The Turk is a mean fellow, having retained the oupi--
dity of the East, as well as aoquiring the vices of the-
Went,"” (Mustapha Kemal Pasha, pleass take note.)

** A quite common orime in Indis-—child rape.”

 Ungelfishness is not known in India. ™

" Indians will only attack when they are fifty to one.™

»# Thare is more sincere spirituality in the little finger-
of a British Navy' than in the whole lot of them.”

“ A rare thing to be able to trust any map, rarer still
when that man ig an Indian. "

For a lady, " this offering of oneself to a Yogi is quite-

. gommon in India.”

s Indians are naturally sadistie,”

« Yery often the husband has so abused sex that wheu -
he marries ( though he msy only be twenty years old}:
he is impotent. "

# With all their purdah and their talk of chastity of ™
their women, they 'will nnblushingly aell their wives and
daughters for advancement, One must remember that the
East {3 one tremendous pisce of play-acting. Take off the
varnish and a very poor metal is discovered, The lending-
of wives is quite a frequent practice.” © :

Tt is futile to attempt to cleanse the lavatory of
the author’s mind. There is no doubt that the book
will pour oil on Indian feelings already p.olxtiqa.ll_y A
aflame. By way of answer to it, all that lies within-~
our power to do is tomeroilessly close the doors of our-
proverbial hospitality on ail Buropeans other than
good officials and approved friends 80 a8 to avoid be--
ing bitten in the hand that feeds. “That is the one
thing which always struck me about Indians, how
very hospitable they are. These pgop}e have trusted
me, fed me and opened some of the:r. _mnermoali. store
rooms of knowledge before my enquiring gase, BaYys-
our ingrate author,

The book is not worth beiqgjauohed with &
barge pole, and the author’s place isin a mad hoqse.

K. VENUGOPAL RAO.

|
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