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Topius of the Weeh,

.The League and India,

THE recommendation of the Indian Delegation
to the last session of the League of Nations that
a permanent Indian representative should be
stationed in Geneva is of the highest importance and
it isto be hoped that it will be given effect to speedily.
The value of such an appoiniment oannot be over-
estimated, The present pogition of India in the
League affairs is not certainly satisfactory and it
cannot ba wholly satisfactory until India achieves
Dominion Status and shakes off the tutelage of the
India Office. But it ean be greatly improved even
within the present limitations. The presence of a
first-rate Indian st Geneva will be of great, though
indireot, advantage to India inasmuch as he will be
in a position to establish contaots with the leading
representatives of the whole world, His services may
be more subtle, but will nonetheless be real and
waluable, Ha wiil also be nble to keep & close oye on
the appointment of Indians totae staffs of the League
and the L L. O. Considering the contribution that
India makes to the funds of the League, the number
of Indians on the staff of the League is deplorably
inadequate,

* ¥ *

Europeans' Objectionable Demands.

"IF at the present moment Indian opinion is
united on any one point, it is, as observers of con-
temporary events must not have failed fo notice,
about the untter inadequacy of the White Paper as an
antidote ageinst the existing political discontent.
Even were it placed on the British statute book in
"its present form without being whittled down in the

least, which from indiocations appeara very unlikely,
it will fail to satisfy even the most moderate elements
in the country. But the Europeans are dotermined to
insert into it modifications manifestly unpalatable to
Indian opinion and experience has -shown that
European demands in such matters have very often
proved to be the harbingers of subsequent -official
decisions, Particular importance therefore attaches
to the Assoociation’s White Paper polioy as enunociated
in the recent speech of its President,

In the first place, the Association would make
provineial sutonomy dependent upon the establish-
ment of second chambers in all provinces which, in its
opinion, should be very small bodies. Upper Chambers
in the provinces are as essential in its eyes, as is fe-
deration to central responsibility from the Gov-
ernment point of view, Lestthe idea should be
ruled out on the ground of additional ocost, the
Asgooiation has taken osre to suggest that the
added expenmse ba met by reducing the size of
lower chambers to dimensions even smaller than
those envisagedin the White Paper. The Associa-
tion’s ingistenca upon bicameral legislatures in the
provinces taken together with Sir Samual Hoare's
plainly expressed prepossession in the same direction
should prepare the country for a recommendation by
the Joint Select Committee for all provinces being
gaddled with them without discrimination,

The Association is apparently not satisfied with
the White Paper provision vesting very wide powers
of a special nature in the Governor designed to pre-
vent any deterioration in the administration of law
and order. 'What it wants is that the branches of
the police dealing with terrorist orime should be re-
served to “ the supervision, direction and control of
the Governor-General acting in his own disoretion.”
To any unprejudiced student of the White Psaper
this may appear to be absolutely unnecessary,
peoing that in the proposed comstitution the
Governor-General is made specially responsible
for the maintenance of peace and tramquillity in the
1and and that proper execution of his orders by Gover-
nors is explioitly provided for. But the Assooiation
is prepared to leave nothing to chance, especially
when it is in a position to dictate its terms.

Another of its equally obnoxious demands is for
the prolongation of the life of the Ordinance Acts,
which are due to expire next year so that they may
be available for uee until the new governments are
safely in the saddle. ' }

The Association however gives evidence of the
realization on its part of the praotioal necessities of
the situation when it says that a necessary condition
of the sucoessful working of the reforms is the united
support of the people to them. Doea the Association
honesily beliove that if the White Paper as it is or
with the modifioations suggested by it is passed into
law, it oan win to itself the willing allegiance of fhe.

rpafa[:rle? If so, the Associastion must be said to be
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hopelessly out of touch with pubho opinion, Any- k‘tharafora falling easy victims to the blandishments

way if it is really its object to rally popular support

to the new oonstitution, it can be done not by mak-

ing the White Paper more reactionary as it seeks ¢o

do, but by meking it really acceptable to publio

%pinion by introducing into it improvements desired
y it.

* * L]

European Merchants’ Demand for reduction in

taxation.

IN the long 1list of resolutions passed by
the annusal conference of Associated Chambers of
Conference two stand out pre-eminently as being of
wider public interest. One of these wanted the
Government to place a strict veto upon all new expen-
diture from general revenues until some relisf was
afforded to the tax-payer and the out in the ealaries of
the services was restored ; while the other emphasised
the Asgociation’s view, which is really the genheral
public view, that the out should not be restored until
and unless * some substantial and general relief ™ is
simultaneously afforded to the overburdened taxpayer.
It is suggested that the relisf should fake the form of
either the wholesale or partial removal of the 25 per
cent, surcharge on income-tax, whose benefit should

also extend to the services. While this particular

suggestion might be open to. some difference of
opinion, it cannot be doubted that the need of lighten-
ing the burden on the taxpayer is umiversally oon-
ceded. With his special solicitude for the well«
being of the services the Secretary of State is natur-

ally unwilling to make relief to the services depend

upcn relief to the tax-payer. But as was so
forcefully pointed out by Mr. Winterbotham in his
speech at the Conference, the two cannot be thus
completely dissociated, He was definitely of opinion
that the restoration of the out would be un;iustiﬁable
unlesg acoompamed by & reduction in taxation,
Indian opinion, even the most reasomable, would go
farther and ask that the restoration of the out may
safely stand over till the tsxpayar was given
really “ substantial " relief,

Ave there any chances of this happening ? |

The Finance Member's speech, which was non-
committal, is very unhelpful for the purpose. The
fivat resolution, he pointed out, represented the
existing policy of the Finanoe Department, which ex«
ercised a ruthless ban on any item of new expendi.
ture that was not “absolutely necessary” or “unless
it was of a reproductive nature.” Asregards the
second resolution, his reply was even mors blank.
Ho neither confirmed nor repudiated the reports
about the budget disclosing a deficit of six croves,
which are going the rounds of the press, nor did he
giveany the slightest inkling as to the meaunsthat would
be adopted to fill the gap, He was however explioit
enough to convey the reassuring news that the Indian
balance of trade was progressively favourable,
though the revenue from imports had nof coma up to
expsctations, It may be noted fhat, far from finding
any fault with thase !esolutions, he welcomed them
ag strengthening his hands. It istobe inferred that
a tug-of-war is, aa reported, going on between Whita-
hall and Dslhi about the services being given their
pound of flesh irrespective of the fact whether the
taxpayer i8 relieved or not.
. * -

Lord Willingdon on Unemployment Problem.

THE Viceroy’s reference in his spesch bafore the
annual oonference of the Associated Chambers of
Commercs last week in Caloutta to the problem of
unemployment i8 a weasure alike of its intensity and
political deanger, Cases of educated young men
having nofhing better to employ their energies in and

of the revolutionaries of both ths violent and none
violent varieties are by nomeans rara. The result isa
further addicion to the volume of discontent against
the Government, But for its politioal implloauonl
it is doubtful if the matter would have been oconsi-
dered worthy of being prominently- mentioned in &
viceregal utterance. If the activities of the terrorists
and the non-violent law-breakers, however condemn~
able otherwise, have done, as they olearly hsva.
something to impress the authorities with the serious-
ness of. the unemployment asituation, they caanot be
dismissed as being altogether valueless. Itis but
too true that there is no cloud but has a silver lining,

But what is of more immediate praotical interest
is the advice Lord Willingdon gave to his hearers,
particularly those of the British race. He asked them
to take into their servios as many young Indians as
they could. The exhortation deserves to be responded
to not only for political but also for economic
reasons, for it is on the ocards that an Indian
employee is never as costly as an Englishman.
Particularly at a time like the present when business-
men sre faced with the problem of reducing the
cost of running their establishments, the employment
of more Indians in British business housea offers an
avenue of very fruitful retrenchment. We trust those
for whom Lord Willingdon's words were meant will
not be 80 short-sighted as to refuse to profit by his
wise counsel based as it is on sound commonsonss,

Lsbour unemvloyment too came in for notice at
the Viceroy’s hands. 8aid Lord Williegdon on the
poink :

“ The condition of labour in our industrial centres, al-
thongh it has improved considerably In recent years, still
loaves a great deal to be desired., My Q(overament are
endeavouring to strengthen the foundations of the indna-
trial struotura by ocarrying ocut a oareful programme of
labour legislation, and I believe this has already had im-
portant effects on the relations of labour with society as a
whole."

But the scopa of legislation is very limited, and the
most pressing needs of the worker—better housing, groat—
er security, 'improvrd bealth, and the development of the

_oorporate and o¢ivie ssmse—oannot be provided without
laoal and often individual efforts. I am well aware that
employers have done much to ameliorate conditions in
many places; they have aften shouldered -alone a burden
which should have been discharged by local bodies, but if
I urge inoreased attention to what is geverally known as
welfare and the improvement of contact between employ-
er and employed, it ig bocause I believe that it will give
an ample return both in material prosperity and in the
more lasting satisfaction that oomes from every attempt
to serve our foliowmen.”

May it be hoped that the force of the Viceroy's advice

will mnot be altogether loat upon the employers?
* » *

The League and the Hindu Sabha.

THE zeal of Prof. Radhakumud Muker]ee in
goeking the intervention of the League of Nations in
the matter of the Communsal Award in India is some-
what misplaced. In the first place, the League has
no executive authority to enforce its decisions. which
are merely recommendations. It is true that the
Laague 8 recommendagions carry great morai autho~
rity. But in the case of India, the treatment of ita
minorities was not the subjeot of any treaty lodged
with the League, It is a domestic affair, outside the
purview of the League Thirdly, and this is the
most important point, the Communal Award does
not violate any of the principles laid down by the
Loague regarding the treatment of minorities. Asa
matter of faoct, the Communal Award is more genes
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rous to the minorities than the general prinoiples of
the League warrant. Certainly the League cannot
objeot if any member is more generous than it need

be towazd its minorities.
: [ ) » *

Let the Princes Help.

. THE joint Memorandum presented to the Joint
Select Committee was signed only by the British
Indian Delegates and not by the Princes or their re-
presentatives, The eignificance of it is not olear.
The Memorandum deals not only with provineial
affairs with which the Princes were not directly
concerned, but also with federal matters with which
they were intimately concerned and which, in faot,
sffordéd the justification for the federation, What
is the attitude of the Princes regarding the demsanda
of their British Indian colleagues with respeoct to the
federal part of the Memorandum ? Do they support it
or ¢ppose it or are they indifferent to it? The Joint
Memorandum would have carried much greater
weight if the Princes had lemt their support to
it.. Perhaps they did, though not openly. There is
however no reason why they should shrink from doing
so openly, As members of the Round Table Confer-
ence the Princes and ¢heir Ministers signed reports
and statements along with their British Indian
colleagues. It is mnot yet too late for them to make
knownr their attitade,
» » *

Wilful Distortion.

BRITISH opponents of India’s constitutional
progress are in the babit of alleging an all-round
deteriorstion in the Transferred Services, the impli-
cation being that a like fate would await any more
depariments that might be transferred to popular
control. Buch allegations were in fact made before
the Joint Select Committee by some of their represen-
tatives like Mr. Churchill and Sir Michael O’Dwyer
in the course of their evidence and were of too serious
2 nature to be allowed to pass unchallenged. The
Britieh Indian delegation must $herefore be praisad
for the attempt it has made in the appendix to its
memcerandum to rebut these charges. The principal
services transferred to ministerial control by the
Montford reforms were, as everybody knows, (a)
communicstions, (b) eduoation, (o) medical relief
and sanitation, (d) agriculture and industries and
(o) local self-government ; and in regard o none of
these, it is claimed, are the charges about deteriora-
tion found to be based on facts,

Take (b) for example. The number of educationsl
institutions shows a rise of more than 33 per cent.,
' while that of students has gone up by 70 per ocent.
since the transfer. If we consider university educa-
tion alone, the number of girl students has movre than
doubled itself, while that of boys has incremsed by
nearly 62 per oent, So far as secondary educa-
tion goes, tbe proportion of the increase is more
or ess equal in the case of boys and girls, being in
" the neighbourhood of 81 per cent. The progress is, of
- oourse, not equally remarkable in the field of primary
education ; but there too the number of girl studenta
hss risen by nearly 58 per cent, as againt 43 per oent.
in the case of .boys,

Even in regard to -apother nation-building
department, viz medical relief and sanita-
tion, the progress achieved since 1920-21 is by no
means less marked, The provincial ‘expenditure on
these services has gone up by over 60 per cent. while
that by local bodies for the same purpose has in-
creased by over 50 per cent. Hospitals in the land
have increased by more than one-third ; while the
number of pationts treated in them by nearly one
half, If better economic conditions had prevailed

during this decade there is little doubt that those .
in oharge of these pervices would have given even a
more creditable accounst of their stewardship. What-
ever that be, the last charge that these figures can be
pressed iInto service for supporting is that of any
retrogression in these meervices, Those that still
persist in making it must be either ignorant of these
eloguent facts or indulging in a wilful distortion of
them.

* * L 4

Taluka Boards in Madras,

THE taluka loeal boards in Madras which num-
ber 208 are soon to disappear. The step seems to
have been taken by the local Government for-more
then one reason. ‘With three agencies, vig. district
boards, taluka boards and village panchayats cover-
ing practically the same ground in their service to
the people, considerable overlapping of their duties
and functions was found to exist involving avoid-
able waste of public funds, The resources of each
of these three sets of organisations being severely
limited were totally inadequate for the satiafactory
discharge of the duties and responsibilities, both obli-
gatory and optional, thrown on them, while there
was ground to look for a greater degree of satisfac-
tion in this respect if their resources were pooled to~
gether, Though taluka bonrds were expected to en-
courage the development of panchayats, i actual
practice they hardly ever did so, their interests being
often mutually conflioting. It was therefore felt that
for the proper growth of panchayats the abolition of
the taluka boards was necessary. The finanoial diffi-
culties of these bodies themselves too dictated such a
step. Most of them were unable finaneially to stand
on their own legs and very mnearly half of them
had recurring deficits, while 40 of them wore on the
borderline. Far from their financial position im-
proving in the near future, there wus every chance
of its getting worse so that there was .nothing for it
but to decide upon their disbandment. The desision
must be welcomed as boing & recognition, belated:
though it be, on the part of the Madras Government
of the hard realities of the situation and as stopping
needless expenditure of tha taxpayer’s money.

If the taluka boards went, would not the admi-
nistrative charges of the present district boards num-
bering 25 be too unwieldy ? This objection has been
anticipated by the proposal to increase their number.
In U, P. with a population equal to that of Madras
the number is 45, But the Madras Government have
no intention of reproducing the same number, which
is no doubt & wise decigsion, In increasing the num-
ber their concern will be to bring into being, not so
many new pauper inatitutions in place of the vanish-
ing ones, but bodies which will be financially self~
supporting. Let us hope that this scheme of orga-
nisation will be found to be really conducive to the
promotion of rural welfare. '

Aticles,

THE ALL-PARTIES’ CONFERENCE.

HE Executive Committee of the proposed All
Parties’ Conference bas issued invitations to
tho leaders of all the important political

parties in India to meet and pronounce upon
the White Paper proposals, as elucidated by the
evidence of the Secretary of BState for India.
The Conference is timed to meet in February
next, before the publioation of the report of the
Joint Select Commitiee. The Conference is, therefore,
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obviously meaunt to influence the deliberations and
decisions of the Joint Committes itself. Though it
is theoretically open to the British Government and
the British Parliament fo make radical deparbures
from the recommendations of the Joint Committes,
it is very improbable that such departures will be
made in practice, considering the weight that natural-
ly attaches to the findings of such a body as the
Joint Select Committee. Indian agitation will, there-
fore, produce the maximum result, whatever that
may be, if it influences the decisions of that Com-
mittee. The organigers of the Conference wisely
ohoge the time for the Conference. This does not
obviate the necessity for & similar conference when
the report of the Committee is published.

There is reason to balieve that there is a wide-
spread belief in England that the White Paper pro-
posale moreor less satisfy large soctions of the
politically-minded people in India outside the ranks
of the irreconcilables, Public opinion in England
has apparently bsen lulled into this belief by the
absence in India of & vigorous, sustained aad wide-
spread agitation on the part of the constitutionalists,
Absance of such agitation has naturally been mis-
taken for scquiescence in the White Paper scheme
which, of course, everybody in India knows is not
correct. The absence of agifation is due fc causes
very remote from acquiescence in the White Paper
scheme. It is, therefore, very necessary thsat as
vigorous and wide-spread an agitation as possible
should be kept up in India in order to dispel the
wrong belief prevalent in England.

It ia & truism that the more united the voice of
India is on any partioular question the greater the
chances of its influenoing the authorities. What
then ie the greatest common measure of agresment
possible in India? The promoters of the Conference
have wisely excluded the oonsideration of the Com-
munal Award at the Conference. In the present
circumstances of the country it is hopeless to expect
the Muslims and other minorities who gained an
advantage, may be an unfair advantage, fo surrender
it in the intorest of nationalism., Over and over
again in the last deoade efforts were made by the
most influential in the land to evolve an agreed com-
munal gettlement. But every effort has ended in
failure and, what is worse, left the situation worse
every time. 'Whatever chanoces there were of agree-
ment have been destroyed by the Communal Award
of the Government. There is at present no common
ground between the nationalists and the communa-
lists and an All-Parties’ Conference must, however
regrotfully, exclude the Communal Award from its
agenda.

" The organisers have excluded the consideration
of “ sanctions™ a8 well. The question of * sanotions ™
is played out and has in practice no particular rele-
vance and there is no need for Indian opinion to be
divided on it, What are the sanotions, apart from
public opinion, that are open to India fo apply and
apply successfully ? Non-co-operation and ocivil
dirobedience have failed to bend the Government to
the will of the non-co-operators. So has the no-rent

campaign and the boycott of the councils. Boyocott
of British goods has algo failed. Even individual civil.
discbedience has failed, 'What then is left for the most
ardent advoocate of samotions to apply effectively?
The only sanction left is public opinion and it is
really the most powerful one, though it is not capable
ordinarily of producing dramatically quick results,
It works slowly but surely, However the exclusion
of sanctions from the agenda of the Conference ix
not & serious calamity, a8 nobody is likely to do
anything other than resorting to the caltivation and
the mobilisation of pulic opinion.

Even with regard to the positive purpose of the
Conference it seems well nigh impossible to evolve a
formula which shall be agreed to by all the import-
ant political parties in India, The Congress, as re-
presented by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, loftily dige
dains ko look at the White Paper if only for the rea-
son that it does not provide for independence. Thera
are others, as good Congressmen as the Pandit, who
would attend the Conference and denounce the White
Paper scheme as utterly worthiess, Even among
the organisers of the Conference there seems to be
some marked difference as to the purpose of the
Conference. There are those, like Me, M, C. Chagla,
whowould just simply consign the White Paper to the
waste paper basket, while the official letter of invita~
tion intends to make it “ clear that the country will
not be satisfied with the White Paper proposais unless
they were modified in the essential directions desired
by the progressive opinion in the country.”™ Appar-
ently the official intention is to critically examine
the White Paper and suggest modifications which
may be considered essential and state the minimum
which will satisfy progressive opinion in Indis.
Even with regard to the minimum improvements
necessary in the White Paper there are bound to be
differences. Thesignatories of the Joint Memorandum
presented o the Joint Select Committee and Sir Tef
Bahadur Sapru would naturally stand by their
memoranda, not because they would resent if greater
advances were made but because they think that
their memoranda go a3 far as it is possible to go in
the present circumstances and India would- be lncky
enough if she obtained what they recommended.
Others, like the Liberals who recently met in Madras,
would go much further and pitch their minimum
demands higher. Then there are those who object fo
the fundamentals of the White Paper scheme as
unsound and retrograde and would fain wish tha$ the
whole scheme was abandoned.

In this multitude of opinions the only point of
common agreement is the unsatisfactory character of
the White Paper. It isa negative statement. Any-
thing more positive than that is impossible unless
there is a good deal of give and take as between the
exponents of the different schools of thought.

The bagis for an agreed statement may wall be
the Joint Memorandum presented by the Indian Dele-
gates to the Joint Selact Committes, which does not
materially differ from the memorandum pressated by
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and others. It is true thab
the recommendations of the Indian Delegates falk
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short of the demands even of the Liberals, who can-
not be acoused of making extravagant and impractical
demanda, Nevertheless, it will be prudent to con-
contrate on supporting them. The Joint Memorandum
is an achievoment of which India may congratulate
herself inasmuch as it was signed by the representa-
tives of the Hindus, Muslims and cthers on the Indian
Deolegation. If an All-Parties’ Conferenceis at all
possible today it is because of the Joint Memoran-
dum. Itis obvions that it is the greatest common
mensure of agreoment posaible in India foday. And
a unity conference oannot go further without break-
ing up or minimising its importance and influence.
The Conference will have "done well if it helps to
maintain and
London, At this stage of constitutional disoussion
it is more necessary fo ooncentrate on what we can
get at & pinca than on what we deserve or desire,

RELIEF FOR RYOTS.

HE present economiec depressiomn has hit the
agriculfural classes equally badly in all the
provinees, but in BombayPresidenoy it is only

recently that we see small stirrings of the publio con-
science in this respect. A demand is now being made
from public platforms for a remission of a portion of
$he land tax on account of the heavy and rapid fall
that has taken place within the last three years in
the value of agricultural products, and the Govern-
ment of Bombay, who apparently think that nothing
need be done till a domand is definitely formulated
and vigorously pressed, have not, so’ far as out-
sidera can judge, yet bestowed any thought upon the
measures required to relieve the distress of the ryots.
Madras Presidency is wmore fortunately situated in
this respect. There political leaders have been pereis-
tently making such a demand upon their Government,
who has consequently felt it necessary to go some
way in meeting the demand, Mz, T. S. Ramaswami
Ayysr in Janusary of last year moved a resolution in
the Madras Legislative Counecil asking for a Iand
revenue out of 1234 per cont. in ryotwari tracts for one
year. This would have entailed a loss of Ra, 74
1akhs in the revenue of the year. The Government
of Madras did not agree to make this out, but an-
nounced two months Iater its decision to suspend the
collection of land revenue to the extent asked for
only in those areas the rates of whose assessment
were settled in or after 191819, when the prices had
risen very high. The total amount of revenue
affeoted by this decision was round about Rs, 31
lakhs, A gimilar concession was later extended to
some other tracts. At the end of last year the Madras
Government converted this suspension into an out-
right remission and thus sacrificed forgood a revenne
of Ra, 33 1akhs for one fasli year. But this did not
- still the demands of the representatives in the
Legislative Council, who went on repregenting that
further relief was urgently  mecessary to pull the
ryot through the present slump: In the last session
of the Madras Legislative Counecil Mr, V., T. Arasu
moved a resolution asking for a remission of 25 per
oent, in the existing rate of assessment on ryotwari

ptrengthen the unity achieved in

pattas for one year. This would have cost Govern«
ment Rs, 147 lakhs. The Government has rofused to
comply with the demand, but has instead agreed to
suspend for a year the collection of land revenue of
about Ra, 60 Iakhs. It must be remembered that the
payment of this amount isonly postponed, though
it is likely, as in the case of the former suspension,
that it will eventually be remitted altogether. It
would appear that when this matter was considered
by the Finance Committes, that body was agreeable
to make a much larger concession, viz, suspension of
3 annas instead of 2 (or 1834 per cent. instead of 1214)
in some oages, which we understand would have
brought relief of some Rs, 30 lakhs more than what
the Government has decided to give.

Considering the financial position of the Madras
Government, the extent of the relief that has now’
been decided upon does not appear to be at all ade-
quate, Inthe last budget the Government had a
comfortable closing balance of Rs, 271 lakhs. As
compared to its opening balance of last year of Ra.
171 lakhs, it has a clear revenue surplus of one crore
of rupees, and this fact was prominently brought to
the notice of the Madras Government by member
after member on the several occasions on which the
question was discussed, The Finance Member ad-
mitted that, if this relief were temporary, the Presi-
dency’s finances could afford it, without any eerious
ocurtailment of the beneficent services, which had to
be out almost to the bone two years sgo and whioh
are now being gradually restored to the normal
lovel, But he and other members of the Government
think that, although the demand for a remission is
mada every time for one year only, it is a demand

" which, if once conceded, will continue to be made
L for several years and will similarly have to be con-

ceded. Apparently they think that the depression
will last for quite » number of years. “We are
assgured,” said Sir Archibald Campbell, * that we are
no’ yet out of the wood; that the economie depres-
sion is as deep as ever ; that there is no indication
of any improvement.,” This is however, as it appears
to us, too pessimistic a view. There are distinct
signs of resovery, and we may well hopp to emerge
out of the depression in the near future, But any-
how it would be wrong for the Government to with-
hold relief for one year on the ground that it may not
be available tothe same extent in future years, Several
members of the Couneil suggested that the accumnlat~
ed balances be utilised by (Government for giving
the needed relief, and surely, considering the excep-
tional nature of the occasion which neoessitates
relief, the balances may be allowed to ba partially -
depleted for the purpose. But the Government is not
agreeable fo this course ; it adheres striotly to the
orthodox dootrine, good enough in ordinary circum-
stances, that, balance or no balance, revenue expen-
diture should be kept within revenue receipts. Aa a
matter of fact, however, it is & general complaint in
the Madras Presidency that every year quite an ap-
preciable part of what is, properly speeking, oapital
expenditure is met out of ourrent revenue—s com-
plaint to which no satisfactory answer has been
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vouchsafed eo far. The complaint was pointedly
made by Mr, T. A. Ramalinga Chettivar in moving
a cut in the land revenue demand on 13th March
1933, He enid:
. “We have budgeted to spend about Rs. 32 lakhs on
oapital works under Eleotricity Projects from revenue
acoount. This ought to have come from loan fands as the
projects are intended to benefit posterity also. We have
budgeted to spend about Rs, 25 lakhs on ether oapital
items, We have algo written off about Rs, 35 lakha in the
acoount and inocluded the sum under the revenue account,
This was the sum we spent in previons years—1926-27
and 1927-28—for capital purposes aund it ought to hava
bsen written off in the capital aoccount. DBeszides there
are other sums also used for capital works bnt financed
- from the revenue aooount, All these sums together
amount to nearly two crores of rupees. I claim that the |
paople have been overtazed by this amount.”

The Revenue Member who spoke in reply attempted
no snswer o this chargs of a departure from a sound
fiscal docirine ; on the other hand, he said, the Gov-
ernment must not allow these balances to be used to
any extent for giving relief to the ounltivating class-
e8 because it had “in view certain large schemes,
such ag the Bhavani Project which it is hopad can be
partly financed from the reserves we hold in our |
balances,” But, surely, it is quite wrong to utilise !
current revenues, or balances built up out of ourrent '
revenues, for such purposes. It can easily be proved™
‘therafore that the Madras Government, though it has |
done something, has not done all it can to relieve,
even by exceptional measures, the unususily hard
fot of the -poasants owing to the exceptionsl times
‘through which we are passing at present. ‘
The Government has quite a 1ot to say in ‘its
press communiqué, and in fact it never misses 'an
opportunity to repeat it, that the land revenue settle-
ment is in the nature of a contract ; that the Govern-
ment Liss no obligation to come to the succour of

the oultivators when the prices fall as it does not
¢laim any portion of the advantagos which they re-
ceive when prices rise ; that tha ryots must pay the

‘Full revenue demsand in lean years out of their sur-,

plus of fat years, and so forth. This “technical side .
of the guestion” is very well understood. The un-
officisl members of Council have not challenged it. .
Their object for the present is, taking the land re-
vonue system as they find it, to ask for concessions
as a special cese, and the only question is whether
the concessions made are adequate to the needs of the
situation or whether they are as large as finanocis] .
conditions would permit, To this question the answer |
that we must return is no. But we recognise thank.
fully that they have done something, which is more |
than what we oan say of the Bombay Government. -

Owr London Lefter.

(BY AIR MAIL.)
{ From Our Qorsaspondent. )
. . London, Jannary 5,
JOINT COMMITTEE RECORDS,
{URPRIBE has been expressed in some quarters in
India at the comparative lack of publicity given
in this country, both to the Joint Memorandum

of the British Indian delegation and to the Momow
randum of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, submitted with
the general approval of three of his colleagues. Therq
ia Iittle to be surprised at, however, in the faot that
relatively small notice was taken of these and other
doouments. Their issue oame very inopportunely
from a publicity point of view. The documents ape
peared some qonsiderable time after the winding up
of the Joint Committee proosedings, in whioh the
Indian delegation had participated, and when public
opinion had ceased to be fooussed, in so far as it ever
has been, upon the Committee's proceedings, Teohni-
cal memoranda are, indeed, not suited to the geune
ral reader who likes his problems simply pul and the
solutions predigested for him. After all, the real
importance of these memoranda is that they are
iatended primarily for the Committes. for which they

. were spacially prepared, and for Parliament, in due

ocourse. Thore is no reason to suppose that they will
be ignored or would remain unduly unappreeisted by
this more limited audience, If anything, Sir Tej
Bahsdur Sapru’s Memorandum waa less dwelt upon
than the Joint one, primarily for ¢two reasons, the
Joint Memorandum was printed first, and in the
burry and otlier exigencies of presgs-work, especially
at s time when public attention was being diverted
to matters of more immediate interest to newspaper-~
raaders, the note-writers naturally concentratad upon
the first deonment of the series to the disadvantage of
z]l thet came afterwards; secondly a8 memorandum
bearing a number of siguatures, and purporting to be
virtually the unanimous expression of opinion of the
British Indian delegation, would atiraot greater atten~
tion than & memorandum bearing the signature of
an individual, however eminent.

It was unfortunate, too, far another reason, that
publication ocourred in this manner, for it might lead
in ill-informed or unfriendly quarters to the view
that, in submitting a separats Memorandum, Sir Tef
Bahadur Sapra had preferred, for reagons of his own,
not to aspociate himseelf with the comhined wisdom
of the other members of the British Indian delegation.
Yot those who are acquainted with :the facts ara
aware that Sir Tej Bahadur’'s Memorandum was sub-
mitted to the Lord Chairman immediately bafore the
former's departure for India, last July, and at a time
when the Joint Memorandum was not only notin
existanoe, but not even conceived, Indeed, Iam in a
position to say that the possibility of submiiting &
Joint Memorandum at all bscame apparent only in
the very last weeks of the British Indian delegation’s
work here, and it was signed and submitted only at

| the moment when the procesdings were on the point

of being brought to s cloee. Knowing Sir Tej Baha~
dur as I do, 1 feel confident that nothing would have
given him greater happiness whilst he was still here
than the knowledge that & Joint Memorandum waa
both contemplated and feasible, and that it would be
ready for submission in time fo sliow him to append
his signature.

MosT HEARTY CONGRATULATIONSH,

The fact that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru has definitely
withdrawn himegelf, at least for the time baing, from

> publio .political life is olearly recognised by the

4 honour that has been econferred upon him in the New
‘| Year's Honours List published on Monday. The
| recognition of the quality and magnitude of the
| magnificent services that he has unstintingly given

to the Motherland during the last few years, ata
saerifice of whioh only his most intimate frieuds arve

| aware, and in eircumstances often resulting .in hos-

tile critioism from the more unthinking or less weil-
informsd among his own countrymen, has been tardy.
The independent line of criticism that he has consie—
toutly adopted, ‘the forcefulness with whiok he haa -
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exprassed views obviously unpalatable to the autho-
rities, and the far-reaching nature of his oo_nslzruotzv-e
-proposals, went & long way to deprive him of the
sympsthy and understanding that ought, in any lpss
artificial atmosphere than that which ordinarily
surroands Indian affairs, to have gome out spouta-

neously to a very brilliant, genial, and atéractive
personality. Of all the distinotions that might have

been conferred upon Sir Tej Bahadur, none js more

appropriate, and none would have heen morp.
appreoisted by him (in so far as he gitaches impari-

ance to these matbers) than that appointment to

membership of His Majesty’s Privy Council. The

Privy Coancil itself is honoured by the admission to

membership of this new recruit, to whom the

distinotion bas come unsought. His countrymen

generally, as his friends in parioular, will have

rejoiced with him, I hops, at the announcement in

the Honours' List.

Of quite a different quality and character had
been the services rendered by His Highness the Aga
XKhan, who, too, bacomes a Privy Councellor, Trawn-
melled as he undoubtedly was at one time by the par-
egonnel of the Mussulman section of the British In- -
dian delegation, with thelr strongly communal bias,
His Highness managed, with considerable dexterity,
to free himgelf from the suspieion that he shared the -
more extreme forms of communalism fo which somp |
-of his colleagues professed atlegiance, ard ulsimately
he won the unstinted praise of the British Indian
delegation for the admirably .impartial manuner in
which he presided over a team, selectad haphazard,
often incoate and incoherent, frequently with mutu-
ally divergent and conflicting interests, and yetthat
nevertheless, with the aid, especially of one or two
other members of a more far-seeing vision, he succeed-
ed in guiding towards commonsense and collabora-
tion, resulting in the ultimate production of the Joint |
Msamorandum raferred to above. It wasan exercise
in tact, diplomaey, and publio spirit that went far to
Justify the late Mr. Gokhale's estimate of His High-
Tness’s great quaiities, and that have brought to him a
more suitable reward than that of the usual orders of
;Knighthood, of which he already possesses most.

! India may well take pride, if she can traaé such |
~mafters objectively, in her trinity of Privy
“Counsellors and Elder Statesmen, Mr. Sastri, Sir Tej |
Bahadur Sapru, and His Highness the Aga Khan,

It ip recognised that these two honours are excep- |
tional and by way of preliminary. There are cther |
‘members of the Brifish Indian deleggtion, who shall
here be nameless, who in duse course wiil be selected
dor distinction of one kind or another for services ron- |
derad in the eause of Indian constitutional reform. In |

[
I

wome enses the merit will not be s0 e¢bvious to an
Indian Nationalist as in others; but every fisherman i
knows that in casting his net there may be found in i
it unexpected contents, some of them treasures like '
4he unique pair of mastodon fusks recently trawled
from the bed of the North Sea, down to the things
of little, if any, value. One need not, however, go

ito the extent of mean end wvulgar vituperation to:

whieh the reactionary Sir Alfred Knox lends him-:
self in & letter to The Morming Post, .in which be,
suggests that it is only by the judicious hestowal of |
-honours upon those who are anxious thatthe White

fheir interest in those proposals may ba expected to °
Jbe retained, :

: . A FLYING VISIT. : :
» Bir Philip Cunliffe Lister's flight to . East Africa
for purposes of personal study of the local situation
‘encouraged the Times to say: * Whether from $he .
standpoing of Whitehall or of -settler, administrator,
‘and the Afrioan, thero ig every thing to be said for a

Paper proposals should not be whittled down that |

journey that will enable East Afriea to state its onsa
to the British Government at firat hand.” Thera
would, indeed, be everything to be said for such a
journey if one had any confidence that the word
“gettler” was intended to include both the Indian
and the British community in Enst Africa. Every
one, howaver, knows {hat almost without exoception
the discussion of East African problems in this coun-
try proceeds upon the assumption that there is no
Indian community whose interests hava to be ponsi-
derad, or that if there is those interesks either coip-
cide with those of the British population, or are othar~
wise negligible. It is exactly that kind of impression
that the white community in East Africa, a small
and insignificant minority, has deliberately sought to
create upon public opinion here, both in the Pross and
Parliament. Aay well-informed person, too, is
aware that the word “ settler ™ is invariably limited

in its use to the whits population, regardless of the

fact that Indisns are long prior sebtlers in Esst
Africa, that numerous witnesses of standing, includ-
ing Mr, Winston Churchill himself, have borne testi-
mony to the valuable and unique contribution to thp

caltural progress of Kast Africa made by ths Indi-

an community, and that India is rightly prond of the

poart played in East African development by her

‘coloniats overseas, and that she will not willingly

see their rights withheld from them or their .aspicta.

{ tions frustrated. Ths Times heads 8. lstter from s

correspondent on this subject * Need of Taree-sided
Co-peration,” mesning thereby offioisl, white settiar,
and African. Another correspondent has, [ .am inw

| formed, addressed the Editor with the suggestion

that, bearing in mind the Indian element in East

Afrioa,the caption should be altered to “Need of

Four-sided Co-operation.” ‘
INDIAN PROPAGANDA ABROAD,

It is more than ten years since Mr. Gandhi
induoed the Congress to close down its agensy im
London, snd to frown upon all foreign propagandm,
upon the pretext that Indian activities should be con-
contrated upon the development of a fuller sense of
Indian nationhood at home. How misteken both he
and the Congress wers, and what tremendous injury
the country’s interests were wrought by that decision
many people have sinoe realised, and not s fow have
openly flouted the Mahatma’s prohibition. It is
believed that even he, after his visit here in 1931,
began to recaznise thet propagaoda abroad had irs
own place and value, if troperiy conducted. At any

| rate the late Mr. V. J. Patel appesrs to have had “hia

own definite and independent views upon the subject,
if it be a fact, as is reported here, that he has bequos-
thed a Iac of rupees to conduck propaganda on behslf

| of the Indian Nationalist movement in England,

Ireland, and the United States. It isto  be hoped,
however, that'in that event propaganda of a very
different kind and quality from that contemplated by
the ex-President of the Assembly will be uaderiaken,
for it was, in the main, useless, irriteting, snd mis-
conceived. Political propaganda needs sxpert, deli-
calp, and responsible bandling if it is to achieve the
meximum of effect. Mr. Patel's method was.both
blundering and ineffective becausa it lacked these
gualities and it lacked imegination alsg. .

é}}vimﬁ.

_ ‘LIFE OF KARL MARX.
KARL MARX--CHARITRA ANI SHIKAVAN.
* Life and Teachings of Karl Marx” in Marathi.
By VINAYAK MAHADEO BUSKUTE {196 (50)
Badashiv Peth, Poons. ) 326p, Re. 1-8=p = '
"ADMITTEDLY #he greatest thinker of the 19th cen
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tury, Karl Marz has always been an enigma down
- to our own days. His followers have claimed a sorf
of validity for his dootzines which would be impossi-
ble for all serious students io grant in full, On the
other hand there are scholers who deny any amount
of truth for his teachings and seem anxious to
obliterate his part in history, They will perhaps
~admit that be was a genius, but would immediately
complain that he misused his powers.
For my part, I would give him the place which I
would give to Darwin. Darwin banished the ethico-
deific out of biology and put the fact of evolution on

o gelentifio basis, He streesed the truly scientifie

gpirit of * investigation and matter-of-fact explana-
tion”. Marx made almost the same contribution to
the soience of history. But no biologist of today
insists that Darwin's is 8 completely adequate
explanation of the process of organic evolution, If
only thbe same spirit had been exhibited by the
followers of Marx, much breath and energy would
have been saved. However his theory of Historical
Materinlismn—the claim that the mental and spiritusl
processes of life depend upon the social productive
apparatus—was made by them a system of sociology,
and frantic efforts were made to mccommodate all
facts of history into this sbtructure, The more con-
giderate of Marx's admirers, however, are willing to
admit that his theory of history must be looked upon
more 88 ¢ method than as a sysfem of sociology. The
theory thus stated and qualified is = brilliant con-
tribution and is more or less explicitly adopted by
sociologists today.

" Marx's great fame rests on his Das Kapital, He
I8 neglected by philosophers as an economist; and
by economists as a philosopher., The fact is that he
was both. The Martian system of economics was
only a psrticular application of bis philosopby of
history, . The economijst’s difficulty in accepting his
theories lies in his theory of value, which is Jooked
upon &8 too ebstract and inapplicable in actual pra-
otice, Marx admits this objection and replies ( in
Vol ITI of his * Capital ”) that although in the capi-
talist society commodities do not exchange at their

Iabour-value, for the society ss a whole prices and |

values ( i. e. labour values) coincide. I think this
argument does not mean much, It is simply a
fruism to say that, for the sociely as a whole prices and
walues coinecide, for the simple reason that, for the
society as & whole, the goods produced can never be
mora or leps than what labour can produce. And
once you deny the posgibility of prices corresponding
to values for any part of the total commodities, you
are unable to determine the exact rate of wages and
surplus-value. I do not think that anyone has pointed
out fhis before; Marx himself does not seem to be
conscious of this fact, Not only that Marx's value
theory is not sble to disprove any other theory of
value, bu his theory of surplus-value does not prove
anything more than the fact that there is such a
thing as surplus and that its origin lies in the pro-
ceges of production.

And this is, for me, the most important eontribut-
ion of Marx in the realm of economics, The modern
utility theories which rest on' the subjeetive
ovaluations of the economic ocitizens can be more
deeply read if only they wereset in this light.
Economists like Maurioce Dobb, Bukhsarin, and G. D.
H. Cole have clearly perceived this. Mr. Dobb has
ghown whaé interesting conclusions you come to,
once you try to see the social basis of these
* pubjective evaluations,”

- Im matters of philosophy Marx has been truly
- baffling, Although he succeeded in making
materialism militant, he has absolutely failed to
_answer Kant's difficulties about the theory of know-

ledge. His dialectica—which he took over from Hegel
—is reslly bewildering end hasonly made his .
philosophy & sort of animistio religion. The modern ]
student who does not want to shut his eyes to the *
recent developments in science snd psychology i
would, I think, rather agree with Marx Estinan's '
“ affirmative scepticiem " than with Marx's * dial-
ectical materialism,” ¢
I mention all these facts just beoause the author
of this book does not mention them, Mr. Bhuskute:
writes like a believer. But that does not maeke his
treatment dogmatio. He is anxious to convince and
his style is suited to his purpose. His style has one
more—and an important—merit. He has the oapa-,
city of writing simple and lucid Marathi even when |
he is treating difficult subjects of theory. Of course,
no book on Marx can be simple enough, His theo-|
ries are so abstract, Bui one can avoid being un- 1
necessarily abstruse and roundabout. Mr, Bhuskute ;
has done that, '

The book is divided into two parte: the first
part is devoted to Marx's life and doings, The second
part tries to expound his theories. The life of the
great geniug is written with well-chosen and Inierest--
ing bite of events, That Las made it fascinating:
even to one who is not & student of the subject. The-
same cannot be said about its thoretical back-ground.
The story of the development of Marx's thought is.
not fully told, The part which Feuerbach played in
Marx’s escape from the idealistio mesalliance of Hegel
is nowhere stated., Marx’s historical writings are!
not shown as they locked in their context. '

The theoretical portion iz well written, The
chapters on * Dialectics ” and * Historical Material-
ism ” are very good indeed. But just because they
aro written by a baliever, they are likely to disappoint
& critical reader. The seme confusion about *dyna-i
mics’ (in the senge of mere change ) and dialectios is:
to be found here as in other Marxist books, Thes
chapters on Marx’as economics are disappointingly:
incomplets. Moreover we do not find here Marx's
theory judged by his own historical standard.

On the whole the books is well worth reading
and it carries a special significance, for it is tbe firs
of its kind in Marathi.

PRABHAKAR PADHYE,

[

n

CULTIVATION OF AIRSEN:{,I;'; !
AIRSENSE. By W.O. MANNING, (Pitmsi?/1933
220m. 83p. 3/ 3
AVIATION as & oivil pastime has definitely come to
stay. Public interest in the air is increasing daily
and there are signs that its rate of growth will be
notably stimulated within the next few years. The
establishment of light aeroplane cluba has enabled
the man in the street to experience the thrills of the
upper regions. In our own country there are no lags
than ten clubs with approximately two thousand
members. R
The present volume tersely yet lucidly expla}ns
why an seroplane flies and how an aerc-engine
works. The book is divided into two parts. Part ﬁrst
deals concisely with aeroplanes. There are eight
chapters dealing with eddies, wings, controls, stabi-
lity and propellors.
The author has endeavoured to explain the com-
plicated aerodynamic theory by popular analogies
which could be easily eomprehended by an intelli-
gent reader. Popular seronautical terms—1ift, drag,
di-hedral, angle of incidence, ete, have been admirably
explained. The eternal problem of stall hag been
oarefully treated. The writer truly remarks, “ Stall-
ing an acroplane near the ground has probably beeén
|
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yesponsible for more fatalities than any other

cause, " An agoount of the development of Haundley
. Page slots and flaps are also included in the fourth
-chapter,

A passing reference is made to H E 64 mono=~
plane on p. 26, A word about this wonderful air-
-oraft will not be ont of place here, Ernst Heinkel
Flugzengwerke of Warnemunde gave the most succes-
eful demonstration of combining slots with flap in
‘their H K 64 air craft to get the best speed ranga. H
K 64 put up a brilliant parformance in the last Euro-
pean Rundflvg.

On p. 45, the author assumes the mantle of a pro-
phet and says, *“ In five years’ time every engine made
4oday will be obsoleteand the same thing will happen
to our present aeroplanes,” Mr. Manning leaves his
.r;m:ersltio imagine the types that will replace them,
if at all,

- The second part of the book is devoted to the
-gtudy of aero-engines. There are six chapters deal-
dng with various aspects of the petrol engine.
The four strokes of the engine are explained by an
offort of imagination. Wo are requested by the
writer *to reduce our size so that we oan actually
.80 into the cylinder of an aero-engine when it is
Tunning and see what is taking place.’

In connection with engine-cooling, the author does
not even mention stesm-cooling, the method which
has been so successfully evolved by the famous firm
-of Messrs. Rolls Royocs of Derby. A small chapter
is devoted to carburation and supercharging. Both the
uses of boosting the engine—compenssation for power
lost at high altitudes on sccount of the reduced air
density and inthe oase of racing engines o obtain
more power from the same unit even at low altitudes
—areo carefully treated.

Adequate lubrication is absolutely essential for
the successful working of an aero-ongine. The writer
begins by describing the primitive method of Iubri-
cation, thatis, “to go round with an oil oan and
drop oil into holea provided in the bearing” It is
-obvious such a crude method ecould not be employed
in an sero-engine. In an aero-engine the oil is forced
by a pump so that & film of oil is formed between the
metal and the bearing.

Magnetos and valves are the subjectsof the

next chapfer. On p, 79, the author refers to the
‘sleeve valve and remsrks, “So far no satisfactory
sero-engine has been made with such valves ”. The
Bristol Aeroplane Co. have recently produced Pergous
engine which has already completed its 100 hourg’
type test.
'~ Thelast chapter of the book under review is
devoted to the reliability of aero-engines, The
modern asro-engine does not differ from its pre-west
predecessor in principle; but there eannot be any
-comparigon in their reliability. The fan type Anzani
almost ran out before M. Bieriot reached the Eaglish
coagt in 1909, To-day trans-Atlantic crossings are
-confidently undertaken and accomplished by light
aero-engines.

The author illustratesthe percentage of acoidents
from a table compiled by s department of the United
States Government. In this connection the author
suggests the various routines of maintenanee which
are standard and are striotly followed by sll the
~operators of aircraff, The members of the Aircraft
and Engine Inspection directorate occasionslly exa-
mine the log books to ensure whether propsr care
is taken to maintain ths air craft and engines,

The book can be confidently recommended to
the club member who, besides being able to pilot
‘an aeropl ane, wants to know what ishappening when
an aircraft flies and an aero-angine revolves.

8. MAXSOOD ALLY,

PROBLEM OF THE POLISH,CORRIDOR.
THE CAULDRON BOILS. POLAND AND ITS
MINORITIES. By EMIL LENGYEL (Grayson

and Grayson.) 1933, 20om, 286p, 8/6,

WITH the Treaty of Versailles the danger-zome in
Europe has shifted from the Balkans to Poland,.
Poland has many dangerous problems, whioh if un-
solved would produce an explosion of no small
magnitude. Thers is the Polish Corridor controversy,
which according to Marshal! Foch may result in ano-
ther great war, Then there is the trouble created by
the Jewish question, the Polish-Lithuanian relations,
the Upper-Silesian discontent, and the I'ree City of
Danzig. These problems of Poland are very ably
dealt with by Emil Lengyel in the book before ug.
The author has not presented the problems of Poland
after studying them in newspapers and periodicals,
On the contrary, he made an extensive tour through-
out Poland, interviewed the leading men in every
minority community and made a deep study of Poland
and her minorities on the spot, The book may there-
fore well claim to be an authoritative pronouncement
on Poland and her problems.

We need not apologise for giving the place of
honour to the Polish Corridor controversy which has
come to the limelight since the advent of the Nazis
$o power, “Lloyd Geqrge said once,” says the author,
“that Poland has five Alsace-Lorraines : the Corrider,
Upper Silesis, Vilna, the Ukraine and White Russia.”
Among these new Alsace-Lorraines the Corridor is
the most hotly contested isnd, One can understand
the feeling in Germany against the Polish Corridor,
a strip of territory which has out the Reich into two
parts and has separated East Prussia from the rest of

- (Germany. Among the many iniquitous provisions of

the Treaty of Versailles was the one which gave the
Corridor to Poland so that she might have access to
sea. But the author points out that even Poland’s hero,
Marshal Pilsudski did not take the agitation for his
country’'s ‘ses-sickness’ very seriously. The Corridor
is an insult to Germany and is rightly regarded by
her ag France's atterpt to weakern Germany in the
East, Peorhaps the most serious objection to the
Corridor is, as remarked above, that it destroys the
unity of the Reich, “ What would the French say if
they had to traverse Swisa territory on their way from .
Paris to Marseilles ? What would the English say
if Birmingham were separated from Liverpool by s
Corridor ? Wkat would Americans say if Mexioco had
a stretch of land around New Orlesns? ™ (p. 17). A
more effective presentation of the Corridor problem is
hard to imagine. But it may be said that the Corridor
has a Polish majority to-day. The author points out
how it had & German majority before the Tresty of
Versailles, but owing to the transfer of the Corridor to
Poland and owing fo the pursuance of a deliberate
anti-German Policy by the Polish authorities, the
Germans living in the Corridor emigrated in large
numbers to the Reich leaving the Poles as the
msjarity community. :
It is this Poligh Corridor which Hitler wanta to
recover for the Reich, The existence of the Corridor
makes oco-operation between Garmany and Poland
imposaible. To avert & confliet on the Corridor issue
the author suggests a solution of the Corridor prob-
lem on the lines suggested by Dr. Guido Bertrand.
According to the scheme of Dr. Bartrand the Polish
Corridor in the restricted sense would be returned ta
the Reich while the province of Posen would be re-
tained by Poland. Danzig would lose its status as a
Free City and would be restored to the Reich. The
Poles would acquire sovereign rights over the rail-
way lines of Bromberg—Gdynia, Bromberg-Danzig,
and Warsaw-Mlawas—-Danzig. A domilitarised zone

{ would be established along the Vistula from the
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Netze district to the Baltic Sea. The port and city of
Gdynin would be given to Poland. The whole scheme
would be executed by the League of Nations which
would have the right to appoint a High Commission-
er to assure ita observance. We have no hesitation
"in saying that this is the most satisfactory solution
‘of the Corridor problem.

. 'Woe have written at somewhat great length of the
‘Corridor controversy on account of iés bearing on the
'future peace of the world, but Poland has other prob-
Jems as well. Poland is having sweet revenge on the
non-Polish populations for all her sufferings in the
past, but as the author rightly points out, she is ap-
Plying the Russian method to the tréatment of her
nationalities, whick was worse than that of Ger-
‘many and Austria. Poland was set up by the states-
men at the Versailles Peace table as a bulwark
‘sgainst Balshevism, but instead of keeping back
Bolshevism, she has facilitated its spreading to the
‘West. The oppressed nationalities look scross the
frontier and feel that perhaps life in Bolsbevik
Russia would be preferable tolife in Poland. Ifis
true that the Poles have agreed to treat the minorities
well by a Minorities Treaty, but the frequent appesals
to the League of Nations by the minority communi-
ties show that the treaty has been ignored by Poland,
“The nuthor therefore feels that * the best solution of
the Polish problem would be tise formation of an East-
ern Switzerland, inthe sense that her nationalities

would have full autonomy in the_ir cantons or pro- |

‘vinces, ” _ ‘

The book is a eplendid contribution to the study
of Poland and her minorities,” The only defect of the
book is thet it has no map atsll. We hope that maps
would be included when the next edition of $he book
is calied for,

M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM.

BIRTH - CONTROL.

A TREATISE ON BIRTH CONTROL. By AN
EMINENT DOCTOR. {Mrs. A. Mathews, Contracep-
tion Office, Kuthiathode, Travancore.) 1933,

- 20em. 179p. Rs. 3-8-0.

MRS. MATHEWS saye in her preface that she sug-
gested to the author that such a book might be ugeful
and he wrote this after collecting facts, investiget-
ing and experimenting for a number of years. The
author, however, does not seem to have been very
successful in his efforts. To judge from his Introdu-
ctory Chapter, be apparently thinks that Mrs, Besant
re-published an American pamphlet.in Indis,
was prosecuted for it and was acquitted by an
Indian High Court. He might ocertainly have
obtained more accurate information sbout the famous
Bradlaugh-Besant trial { in England, not India) or
refrained from mentioning it. One is surprised to
find that the author thinks he is doing something
which has not been done before, at least in India,
My own pamphlet appeared twelve years back and
T know that work has been done in Bengal and
Punjab at any rate in giving practical information.
It is truae that his own ciass, I .mean doctors, have
been rather backward in this matter, but this has been
the case all over the world. ‘

The book is full of slipshod writing, contra-
dietory statements, indifferent snd even incorreot
English, badly printed. There are plenty of books
in English which are not only better written, but
cheaper at the ssme time. In fact Indian writers
can do more useful work by writing books in the
wernaculare rather than in Englisb, especially if
they cannot manage the language properly. There
is a plethora of books in English, there are hardly

any in the vernaculars, which will reach a different
olass of readers, : .
There are siatements in the book which make
_one seriously doubt whether there is any justifica-
tion for the author being called * An Eminent Doo-
tor" on the title page. He says on p. 29 that
“'When unused, a large portion of this stored semen
18 re-nbsorbed into the system and utilised for the
development of the secondary sexual characte-
ristics,”” This kind of nebulosity of ideas makes ona-
doubt if this is written by a doctor at all. . It is
very well known that the secondary characteristics
depend on the internal secretion of the testes and not
on the semen. The author has merely expressed the
traditional view without any science behind it, If
the struoture of the seminal vesicles is such as to-
permit reabsorption, it should be absorbed as soon ms
it comes there from the testes, which would lead to
the absurdity that a body-product which is of vital
importance for reproduction is being all the time
re-absorbed into the body. Thers is not the slightest
justification for attributing to the seminal vesicles
such contradictory functions as storage and re-absorp-
tion as the author ecolly does, :

Ho says further on : “If during coitus or other-
wise ejaculation ocours many times a day in the
same person, the semen turns to blpod”, Semen turn-
ing into blood being bardly possible, one can only
suppose that the suthor means that some blood is
ejaculated with or instead of semen.

“Nervousness and fesr often does not give rise
to erection in epite of the best stimuli”. A good
exampla of the author's Eaglish. He evidently means
“prevent erection” ( p. 37 ). * Precautious” instead
of “ precocious ” may possibly be & misprisé (p. 43).

The paragraph about menstruation and ovule--
tion onp. 45 shows that the author's knowledge
is not up-to-date, a grave defect in an “eminent doo-
tor”. He saye, “There are two groups of women, one
in whom ovulation precedes menses and the other in
whom it succeeds.” It is now known that ovulation
takes place about the middle of the intermensirual
period, about the 12th to 14th day from the beginning
of & period, except perhaps in rare cases. It is now
recognized that this is the time when there is the
greatest chance of conception, and not just befure -or
after the period, as was traditionally bslieved, “There
are still other few, who have become pregnant after
menapsuse ” (sic). 1f a woman becomes pregnant,
it simply means that the menopause is not complete-
1y established,

“ Then the semen from the penis oozes briskly.”
Oozing briskly is something new snd seems fo be
a favourite expression with the author (p. 47.)

Desoribing the effects of vasectomy, he says
(p. 57) :* It prevents the semen passing from the
testes to the geminal vesicles; at the eame time it is
produced in the testes and absorbed in the system."”
So now, it seems that the function of absorption is
transferred to the testes. Expert surgeons have re--
ported that the production of spermatozos ceases
after the operation, but that the internal secretion is
produced as usual or even increased and is absorbed
into the system ss usual. The suthor does not seem.
to distinguish clearly between semen and infernal
georetion, * An emiment doctor ” should.

As regards the actual means to be used, he should
have been more definite. He says at the end (p.
165): * About 60 metbods of control of conception
have been deseribed in this book, and the merits and
demerits of each are discussed, The readers
can very well select whichever they think best
for them.” This iaprecisely what readers eannot do.

But when the suthor has no clear ideas himsgelf, he.
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-pannot possibly make them olear to readers, For
instance, spasking of the * Vaginal lDiaphragm »
{ the Dutch Cap ) on p. 91, he says: * The size of
the pessary should not be too big to produce discom-
fort to the woman, nor should it be too small to slip,”
This is wonderful English, but taking him to mean
“** 50 big as to produce discomfort nor g0 small asto
slip," this is correct advice. Bub in describing ths
disadvantages of this kind of oap on the next page,
he saya: * It distends the vaginal walls whichisa
‘discomfort to the female,” which is a glaring
-gontradiction.

The book is in short & ra-hash of ideas taken
from - different authors without any attempt- at
ooherence. An author who sells this kind of book
for Rs. 3 (or perhapa this is the fault of the publisher)
has hardly the right to say that all booklets publishad
in India on the subject are printed on luorative
basgis” (p.9) _

R. D. KARVE,

PROBLEM OF WORLD PEACE.,
"THE SCIENCE OF PEACE. By LORD RAGLAN,
{ Methuen, ) 1933, 21om. 165p. 8/6.
BOOKS on the seience of peace are desirable in this
world of such inoipient Serajevos as Manchuria and
“Germany. This book is therefore welcome,.for, in the
words of its author, it is “an attempt, in a small way,
40 place the gearch for peacs on a soientifio, instead
of a sentimental, basia” TUnfortunately, however,

. oritios will have to admit that the author has taken

the subject too lightly.

Writers on world peace should be, above every-
thing else, wary what criticisms they raise against
the living labour of pacifists. Whilst we do not

. want the author to reach the top-notch in adulation
of pacifism we would like himto be careful in his
oriticism of peace propaganda, His denunciation of
the recent resolutjon on pacifism passed by the Oxford
Union is to be deplored. We believe that by passing
that regolution Oxford has kept up the frue traditions
-of the 19th century England whioh made her a fit

,-object of our reverence and admiration,

Perhaps the one great handicap from which the

- author suffers is that he is an unabashed Imperialist
‘and therefore js unable to bring to his great task an
unbiased mind. Some of hig solutions about world
. Peace appesr absurd to us, I am sure there will be
no one who will agres with the author when he says
on p. 150 that “a sure way to prevent war between
oursalvee snd Germany would be to hand over to the
latter, let us say, the Bengal Presidency. This would
Borve the cause of civilisation far betier than the
present proposal to hand over the whole sub-conti-
nent, with its infinite variety of races and religions,
tossmall clique of politiciana”, World peace be-
-comes more difficult when such suggestions are light-
heartedly put forward without woighing the full
consequences of such absurd statements, His sug-
geations to partition Australia, beoausethere is s
tendenpy to insularity and jingoism”, among the
Australiang, and to give to Russia and J apan a quar-
ter of South Awmerica are unacceptable to us, for a
world peace based on such force and injustice cannot
last. Wa would rather agree with the philosopher
Xant who pointed out that peace is the end of huma-
nity demar_aqed by resson, but the condition of it is
‘the recognition by States that their dealings muat be
-regulst_ted by the same principles of justice and
morality as govern the conduct of moral individuals,

Certain broad generalisations and sweeping
stafements whioh this book contains ocannot - be

accepted In-toto by any impartiai and fair-minded |
go unrebuked except by the truthful Mrs, Steel and.

xender, The author's views on disarmament, or on

. European hustlers would have her do.

the French Revolution whers he says that “every-
Frenoh soldier, from the Emperor downwards, wag a
ghief,” and that “France was filled with the plunder of
Europs” or on certain primitive customs that he des-
oribes suoh as the one he gives to us about Indip
when he says, “among the more primitive: tribes. of
India, there was a practice, which is hardly yet
extinel, of annually torturing to death a human
victim, who was bought, captured or stolen from
anothaer community” caunot but be challenged.

Apart from such rather aerious drawbacks the
book does contain some material that would we]l
repay perusal and which, though it may be chal-
longed, will yot make the oritic think long aand
seriously, There are some fine flashes of humour
and a number of interesting ohapters which contain
much that is original. The chapters on “Is War a
Biologioal Neoessity” and “The Demilitarization qf
Religion” are very iunstruotive, The suthor very
rightly refutes the argument that lack of fighting
oauses people to deteriorate by citling the example of
the Jews during the war, The book will be muoch
more useful if the author will tackle the gerious
problem of how to deal with the savage areas of the
world, for no search for world peace will avail usif
we are unable to settle this serious but neglaoted
problem,

. PESTONJI N, DRIVER.
. : :

\ THE INDIAN SCENE.
INDIAN SCENE. By. FLORA ANNIE STEEL, (Ed-
ward Arnold,) 1933. 20cm, 638p. 7/6.
A PATHETIC interest attaches to this posthumous
pablication—which as ever reveald the extraordinary
genius of Flora Annis Steel as an interpreter of the
heart of India that eludes the olumsy graap of the
wooden fingers of most Europesn visitors. What
meets their eyes is the uncouth surface which recei-
ver brutal censure.- Fow are those who see rich gold
beneath and they sesk to impart & modern quality to
it without laying wvandal hands on it. The most
traduced of aill countries, “ that mysterious India of
the past, glimpses of which are only to be seen by
those who have eyes tosee,” is slowly recovering
her lost youth in her own way and not as the unkind
India for all
her obstinate attachment to the past is only seemingly
80, for “she is tied and bound by the allegories of a
faith whose inner teaching has been forgotten.” Har
transitional convulsions are her own and if nothing
else it requires that her European masters shall bow

“their heads bsfore “ the ploughers and martyra who

give the coffer of the Empire all its gold and die in
thousands-—long before famine touches humanity-—=
without a pannypiece from that coffer being spent to
gave them from starvation.” The hardened conacience
of some literary Buropeans has no room for pity( in
it and they do not take cognigance of tne fact tiat

“amall tragedied of this sort are common enough in

India,” The Indian woman is not such & submissive
bearev of children as iz imagined and Mrs. Steel hears
her “ angry oomplaint as she sat suckling her fourth
child feeling sometimes as if she could strangle it.”

It is well for the average European to appreciate
what Mrs, Steel knew that the apparently orude
Indian “in his speech rose higher in that scale of
culture and civilisation than his dress which was no
more than waist-eloth,” -Failing this attitude, let
our European detractors realise ** that burden wnd
heat of the Eastern day in which millions are born,

- and toil,. and dis—which seems to swallow up the

real India and hide so much of it from Western ayes.™
The distastoful elements in India are those which
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“there are “ dozens of them...belonging to the
posge of followers which hangs to the skirts of
bureaucraey in India."” There is the Indisn reformer
of society whom Mra, Steel rightly holda up to ridi-
cule. He ie Insincerity incarnate by the side of the
_secular European lady who is wholeheartedly intent
npon refining the social outlook of Indians. There
is genuine humanity in the European voice which
calls the untouchable Peroo to his side saying * Pani
and bring a real jildi (quickness) along with it
‘W'ot, you ain’t the drinking water, ain’t yer, W'ot’a
-that to me ; I ain't one o’ yer bloomin Brahmins,”

In all realistic pathos, Mrs, Steel relates the
story of a child that is orushed under the wheels of
a coach ridden upon by & lofty Burrasaheb, As
described, the consequences of this incident are even
more catastrophic than are suggested by the bursting
of the storm of injured feelings.

“ The Sahiba say I was to blame. It is their way. But
thoy will learn better. It is our blame if we dothis and
that. It is onr blame for everytbing, except for cur rupees
and our women--~the 8ahib can stomach them.”

It needs 8 Mrs, Steel to realise that “the world
-wags in the same fashion East and West, " and that
! the lads and lasses grew up fogether and mothers
were in no hurry to bring sge and thoughtupon
‘them,”. The Westerners who imagined that India
lags behind the times.will wonder at the familiarity
of the people with such unconventional ideas as the
one contained in the proverb, * When two are heart
to heart, where's the priest's part ?”

Of sll the' Western writers o6n India otber than
Orientalists, - there is nome - fo surpass Flora Annie
Steel who, with a literary witchery all her own,
gives us a picture of this land that is truly “ fair
and square.”

>

K, VENUGOPAL RAO.

SHORT NOTICE.

SOME ASPECTS OF THE EDUCATION OF
WOMEN IN THE UNITED PROVINCES.
By BHARKESHWARI AGHA, (The Indian Press,
Allahabad.) 1933. 24cm. 28p. As, 8.

‘HOW to minimise the immenee waste in education,’

is the most important, and at the same time the most

difficult problem befere the educationists of India
to-day. Although Miss Aghas, the author of this
booklet, has tried to place clearly before the public
this problem, particularly in the cmse of girls’ edu-
oation, as it has to be faced in the United Provinces,
-more or less identical conditions are found in the
.other provinces.

In the first chapter the author has considered the
worthwhileness of the primsry education from the
villager's point of view and has pointed out some
defects of the present system of primary edueca-
tion, at the same time suggesting & fow remedies.
-Some very useful suggestions for improving the
gecondary school eurriculum to suit the needs of
“rural and urban girls are given in the following chap-
ter. Refresher courses are recommended for teacher-
training and the necessity for a centre of training in
special methods of teaching is pointed eut. In the
. 1ast chapter there are some general suggestions on
physical education, religious and moral instruction,
. sdult educaiion, ete. In his foreword Mz, C. Y. Chin-
. tamani commends this pamphiet to the serious con-
@ideration of the Government and the Department of

. will not wash."”

Public Instruction, of district and munioipal boards,.
of educationists and social reformers.

B. D. KARVE,

Govrespondence,

“LEST WORSE BEFALL".

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,
SIR—" Observer " is angry. It is agreed that the-
White Paper Constitution may well be withdrawn.
But what are the sanctions whioh * Observer " will
use and recommend the country touse, if the impro-.
vements suggested therein by all parties are not ac-
cepted ? At one place, he would seem to suggest that
we should not in that cmse work the Constitution.
But, in another place, he says that thet is a separate-
question and has to be decided on its own merits. He
is inconsistent, His conelusion is “ & threat of non~
cooperation at least it must be possible for us to hold
out ; and it is not uncommon to use suoh & threat in
order to have a good bargaining position.” “Thia
The Britisher is too hard-headed
and too shrewd not to know when we mean or do not
meanh what we say.

Nor can one understand what this phrase “work--
ing the Constitution"” means. No constitution, not even
a Swaraj one, will be worked by the people except
a6 & lever for getting the things they want, In that
gense, even the White Paper Constitution may have to-
be utilised and, in my opinion, will have tobe utilised,
as a lever in our struggle for Sawarj.—Y ours, ete,

S. SATYAMURTL

Madras, Jan. 12.

[ It is quite incompreheneible why Mr, Satyamurti:
and some others who would prefer the withdrawal
of the White Paper to such improvements as can
poseibly be introduced into an inherently defective

_scheme make no attempt to secure the withdrawal

but make frantic efforts to secure improvements.
‘Withdrawal is not in our hands, itis said; but are
improvements in our hands? Are sanctions needed
for the first and nob for the second? Tt will rot do
in arguing this question for men like Mr. S8atyamurti
who challenge the very bssis of the White Paper
Soheme to ignore the most important aspect
of it.—Observer, ]

This correspondence by “Observer” shall now
cease—Ed, 8. 0. I, .

BOOKS RECEIVED.

THE WOREKER'S POINT OF VIEW. By C. T. CraMP
( Hogarth Presa, ) 1933. 20om. 160p. 4/6. i

THE MAIN CURRENTS OF MARATHA HISTORY. By
G. S. Sarpusal, ( Keshav Bhikaji Dhbavle, Girgaum,
Bombay. )} 1933. 21cm. 232p. Ras. 2.

FOOTWEAR DOWN THE AGES, By ERREST BORDOL],.
( Northawpton Town Boot Manufacturers’* Association,
55-37 Abington BStrest, Northampton, England.) 22om.
67p. 1/-

INCREASE YOUR HEIGHT.

‘Why remain short-statured, meek and absurd ?
Become taller, add 8 to 5 more inches and
become smart, handsome and commanding.
Full Ilinstrated Course Rs. 3 only.

IMPERIAL STORES, (8. 1.)
Kasur, (Punjab).
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