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A% ek,
The All~India Politlcai Conference; .

- 'PHE exploration of the possibilities of joint
action by differenf political parties with a view ta
bringing pressure £o bear on Government for the im-
provement of the proffered political advance which
waa sot afoot in Bombay last month has resulted, as
our readera are aware, in a decision to hold sn All.
India Conference. The organisers have not yet been

able to gecure a snitable person o preside over it ;. but |

thers is reason fa believa that Mr. Jinnsh may ba
persuaded to guide the deliberatiens of the Conference.
In this case the lead which tha Conference will re-
ceive from its president may be trusted to be moma
radical than if any other Indian politician had been
occupying the presidential chair. Far it is well
known that Mr. Jinneh is strongly opposed fo the con-
stitutional scheme which ig a$ present being hammer-
ed out in London, In fact he looks upon it as noth«
ing short of an attempt to bamboozle the Indian pub-
lic. It may very well be that holding the views he
does about the White Paper he may frankiy advisa
the Confarence to reject the censtitutional proposals.
. This would no doubt gladden the hearts of a certain
section of our publicists who stand for an abandon-
ment of the White Paper scheme; but will this course
of action be feasible and, what ia of far grenter conaes
quence, cenducive to India's interest ? In his recent
Calicut speech Mr. Kunzm seems to hawe dealt with
this point at some length. He pointed ent that while
public opinion {s united in branding the White Paper
ag unsatigfactory, disappeinting, and inadequate in-
samuch eas it fails to transfer real power to the
people, there ia no power in their hands “ to compel the
Britieh Government to drop the messure.” Even
supposing it was dropped, it would not, he remarked,
achieve our object which is to obtain swaraj at the
e orliest possible date. Proceeding, he said:

% Qur peograns wanld depend entively en the unity that
exists among ués. Lot us adao consider whether we ase
not also responsible for tha situation due to-the diference
that exists among diffayens taces, the difference betwen
the Hindux and Musselmans, between. one olage:
of Hindus and anothes, and the differsnce between
the subjects of British India and Indian Btates, If we
wonld like. to achisve freedom, if we wish 1o raive one
heads among the other nationa of the world then we must
create a sense of national consolousness smongst the
people. We must also forget our own little differences
and should work for the achievement of full Dominion
Status.” o ‘

. & »

But to go back ta the Conferenae, If owing to the

limited objective of the Comferenss of suggesting

essential madifientions to the proffored constitution
Mr, Jinnah should refrain from exherting it o reject
the Whita Paper scheme look, steck and barrel, but
oontent himself with making suggestions for its fm-
fmprovement, will his suggestions reeeive greater
consideration frora. the Government than have, e g,
those which have proceeded fremy quarters avowedly
frisndly to the scheme? Wili not the amendments
he or the Conference: under his guidancs masy put
forward stand every chance of being' unceremoni-
ously brushed aside as proseeding from a hostile

quarfer and not meriting eonsideration ? Buf whether
the Grovernment are disposed o' profit by the doings
of the Conference or not, there is no gainsaying the
fact thet its edueative valueis & priceless assel.
When should it ba held ?

i WHEEN should the Corforetice bs held=~hefora or

' after the publioation: of the Joiny Select Committea's
' report ? Commonsense seems fo dictate the adoption

t
r

| of the latter eourse. During the ten months that the

‘White Paper has. been before the country, it is ho
exaggeration to say that it has been discussed
threadbares The Conforanee will thereforp have
havdly anything to say shout it which has not
alrendy beem said and said a hundred and one times,
In these oircumstances, it would be a gheer
waste of mopey and human energy for the Confer-
ence to tread on ground alseady traversed, On the
othex hand, if it met to consider the recommendations
of the Linlitbgow Ceminiites; it weuld be ealled
upon to deal with living realities instead of being
engaged in the futile task ¢f flogging what is at this
distance of time & dead horse, viz, the White Paper.
Evon if the Conference mek earlier, next month as
seems to be propoaed, it will not dispense with the
necessity of ita being assembled together for the
purpose of passing its oconsidered verdict on the
Linlithgow report. If it should not do eo, it would
1ay iteelf apen to the eharge of baving failed in the
performance of & manifest duty.

That the other parties in the country are uo
longer thinking in terms of the White Paper but of

the Joint Seleck Committee’'s report- is obvious from
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the resolution passsd by the Nationa! Liberal Fede-

rafion of India on the subject of common action,
This resolution authorises the Federation’s Couneil to
Join hands with other parties in fighting the new
. eonstitution only after the Joint Committe hag re-
ported,
It Is said in justification of an earlier session of
‘the Conferencs that its proceedings: may bs able
to influence the decisions of the Committee itself.
Everybody knows that the
folly and' suthoritatively placed in possession of

India's reaction to the White Paper by the Indian -

delogates who collaborated with 1t. If its recom-

mendations now fail to comeup to our expactations, |
i eannot ba for want of knowledge on its part of the |

Indian view of the White Paper. Would it not be
more prudent therefora for the organisers to conserve
their energies for a determined .onslaught on the
report of the Beleot Committee? This would basa
more practical and perbaps more fruitful proceading.
Incidentally & later Conference gives the organisers
groeter time to-ensure its puccess. We do not know
what the plans of the ' president-slast may ba: but
sarely in national interest it should be easy enough
3o induce him to extend his stay in this country by
sfew waeks, ' ' :

* » *

Condition for Congressmen’s Co-operation.

THE attitude of the Congrese towards this plan
of common action has so far remained a mystery.
But in a recont press interview Dr, Mahmud, ex.
General Secretary of the Congress, lifis the veil
mfficiently for us to have an idea as to how Congreas-
men view the idea, For one thing they are afraid
that their participation in such e plan may lead to a
farther division in national ranks; and for another
i ia their experience that any condemnation of the
White Papar by, non-Congressmen is invariably
sccampanied, if indeed it is not preceded, by an
equally strong condemnationt of the oivil disobedi-
snce movement, in other words indirectly of the
Congress itself, go that Congressmen bave to prepsare
themselves for such rebuke as & preliminary to
msking common cause with other parties, So far as
the proposed Conference goes, however, Dr, Mabmud’s
approhensions appesr fo be perfectly groundless, for
i will deal only with the constitutional question and
not with the political situation in genera].- Any fear
of the Congress coming in for censure st the hands
of the Conference is thus effactively ruled ong, If the
Ponferance were fo concern itself with the apportion-
mwﬁﬁ‘f blame for the present political stalemats,
Dr. Mahmud's fear may have had some excuse,
-But that.is no part of the Conference’s task. Why
.should then Congressmen have any soruples in lend~
-ing & belping hand in making the Conference &
suocess ?  Dr, Mahmud's reply does not mines words
@8 the point, Ko said: :

#The; Qongress will be glad to take part in any common
aotion, provided there is general and sweeping condemna-

#ionm of the White Paper soheme, But if it is intended to

eriticise it olause by e¢iaude, with & view to effeoting

‘nome slight alterations and fimprovements here and

there, the Congress cannot naturally be party to such a

eondemnation.” .
Though it 1s common knowledge that hardly eny
of the Conference promoters would be in the least
gorry if the White Paper scheme was dropped, it is
renlly ssking too much of them to expect them to
gommit themselves as also the Conference, in advance,
to a definite course of action. 1t is for the Confersnce
jtself to decide what view to express about the White
Paper. No body of individuals, however eminent,
gan usurp that right which is legitimately that of
the Conference itself. "Itz object has been clearly

Committes has been.

defined. It is two-fold: (1) to make it clear to the
Government that the White Paper does not satisfy
the people of this country and (2) to suggest essential
modifications in it. This aim is sufficiently com-
prehensive for the needs of any Congressman,

* ] “

Mr. Jayakars® Misgivings,

WHILE details regarding the All-India Con-
ference. are being disoussed in the country, liks the
time when it should be held and the presideat under
whose guidance it should meet, Mr. Jayakar in the
interview given by him on his return after the
oompletion of arduous labours in London, has raised
doubts mbout the advisability of the Conference
iteelf. His main points are two: first, that the Con-
ference must be representative not only of nationalists
but of communalists and that it must arrive at
agreed conclusions. If it does not fulfil thess con-
ditions, he would rather not summon thes Coaferenca.
Any diversity of views that may be disolosed
at such a Conference would, he fears, only mar the
exceedingly favourable impression that bas been for-
med in England by the presentation of a Joint Memo-
randum subscribed to by communalists as well as
nationalisés. The conditione that Mr, Jayakar lays
down imply thatthe Conference must not attempt to go

" beyond the Joint Memorandum, for if it dosa either

the communalists at the Conference or the nafiona-
list members of the British Indian delegation wrill
object and a difference of opinion will arise. If un-
animity at the Conference is a sine qua non, all de-
mands not included in the Joint Memorandum will

have {0 be left out. Butthis will militate against
the intention of the promoters of the Conferance to
inolude Congressmen and States’ people among the
invitess; for it i3 very likely these will press for de-
mands which were not included in the Joint Memo-

randam. We ars thusin a dilomma. If we want to

ensure unity, we oannot make the Conference fully -
repregentative ; we must out out either the Congrass

or the communalists, If we want to make s de-
monsfration of progressive thought, we must ba

prepared to go bayond the Joint Memorandum,
But . we do not believe that we can
resolve this dilemma only by dropping the Confer-
ence. That would ba a great pity and would be a

proof that unity did not prevail in India, Will ii;.not _
be possible tolet the Conference pass re_solutmqs

going farther than the Joint Memorandum, if sash i3

the decision of s Conference representative of all

gactions of opinion, leaving it o the authors of tha-
Memorandum to explain to the British Goveromeng

that absolute unanimity obteins in Indis so far as

the demands in the Memorandum are concerned and
that large sections of opinion ask for even larger
reforms? If Indian delegates at the Round Table

Conference will not look upon the demand for larger
reforms as a reflection upon themsoeives but will
use them $o reinforce the demands that they have
made, then there should be no harm in having a
really representative Conference and allowing it to
adopt a far-reaching programme.

' » * »

Elective Representation in States.

IN the leading article of 1ust week it was said
that the Sapru Memorandum made no demands npon
the Princes and that all its domands were addressed
to the British Government. Tbis is true enough as
s genoral statement, but to the memorandum are ap-
pended certain reservations, one of which, by Mr.
N. M. Joghi, is aa follows on the subject of elective
repregentation in the States:— ’

As a matter cognate to the main subjeot of these notes,

I suggest that, without doing any violsnoe to the soverei-

guty ofshe Rulers of Indian 8States, recogaition of the
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- principle that their representation in the Federal Legisla-
ture should be popular or representative of the people
should be secured. If this is done through the Treaties of
Aoccession no violation of sovereignty is involved, as
these treaties will provide for voluutary surrender of
moms sovereignty on the part of the Rulers of Indian Sta-

tes for the purposes of the Fedaration,
* *» »

Need for help to Indian Women’s University.

IN a recent issue we drew attention to the
attempt originated by the Bharat Sneha Samvardhak
Mandsal of Bombay to organise a collection in aid of
the Indian Women's University with which Prof,
Karve's nsme will for ever remain indissolubly
agsooiated. The institution is now in great finanocial
distrese owing to causes which are too well known to
need any mention and stands badly in need of
financial assistance if its work is not to suffer any
contraction. A ocommittee of influential Bombay
citizens representing sll communities and olasses
with Dr. Mzs, Malinibai Sukbtankar as President is
at present busily engaged in enlisting the practical
sympathy of the generous public of Bombay City
and is being very assiduously helped in its none too
ensy a task by the workers of the Mandal. The idea
is to push on the collection with wvigour and to hand
over to Prof. Karve whatever funds are collected bet-
ween now and April 18th next, which is his 76th
birthday, and of course no effort is being spared to
garner asrich s harvest as possible. The present
difficult times no doubt do not encourage the hope
that the proposed collection will be on as higha
soale a8 the importance of the cause or the great
name with which it is ussociated merits; and the
Committee, too, to judge from its appeal, is under no
delusion on the point. Whatever that be, it is un-
thinkable that the well-known philanthropic spirit.
of Bombay which has stood many a public cause in
such good stead will refuse to come to the rescue of
an institution which, instead of treading the beaten
irack, hes ohalked out a line of its own in the field of

female education.
*> » *

Rural Health in Madras.

-IT appears from the Public Health report of

Madras for 1932 that the registration of vital stati-
stics, especially in rural parts, is still as unsatisfac-
tory as ever. Considerable improvement is no doubt
noticeable im- the bigger towns; but so far as the
rural towns are concerned, the problem is very far
from golution. In a large number of these the rates
of birth and deaths recorded during the year were so
- abnormally low that the matter conld not well escape
attention. The phenomenon was, with perfect uncon-
- oern, ascribed by district officials to natural causes,
though why these natural causes should work unna-
torally only in some parfs and - not in others was s
matter which eould not be as easily disposed of. - The
real cause wag, it need hardly be stated, defective
registration. This ie conclusively shown by the fact
- mentioned in the Government resolution itself of as
. many a8 63,000 unregistered births and 19,000 un-
registered deaths being brought to light by the staff
of the Public Health Department. Even so the
registration of vital statistics is said to be more
" efficiently done in Madras than in any other Indian
province! If even with such admittedly unsatis-
factory registration Madras oan carry the palm, the
state of affairs in other provinces can be easily
imagined. The real remedy is the willing co-opera-
tion of public opinion with the registering suthori-

ties, which will be forthcoming onily in proportion

as educa.tiot} advances. In the meantime an im-
provement in the situstion may be expected as
aresult. of the employment by rural local bodies

of panitary inspectors who, besides their usual
sanitary dutice, may be held responsible for the
proper regisiration of any additions to or subtrao-
tions from the local population. The experimesnt
-geems to have been tried in one panchayat area appa-
rently with excellent results and there is no reasom
to suppose that il will not be attended with equally
satisfactory consequences elsewhere.

How isthe problem of rural saniiation being
tackled? On this point the report furnishes much
,useful information which is waluable to all those
who take any interest in the problem of village uplift.
As elsewhere, the supply of pure drinking water-
and latrines is a crying need. Latrines have been
found to be an important means of controlling the
spresd of the hook-worm infection and ik is in the
fitness of thingsthat Panchayats are being encouraged
to spend more and more on the provision of latrines
with & view to the prevention of the Indisoriminate
pollution of thesoil. The Village Improvement Fund
constituted under the District Local Boards Act has
been found to be greatly helpful in the promotion
of such activities, Itis seen from thereport that im
1932, 1884 bore-hole latrines were constructed and
66 were either reconstructed or repaired. It may be
added that these figures do not. inolude the con-
giderable number for which municipalities and
local boards made themselves responsible. Sguatting
slabs are also supplied to house-owners gratis in
order to encourage them to build latrines for thems-
selves in their houses. Improvements in the bore-
hole latrine with & view {o its adaptation for publip
use are being considered,

: * S s

Problem of Ilicit Distillation in Punjab.

THE general tendency of provincial excise admi-
nistration reports is in the direction of exaggerating
the extenf of the evil of illicit distillation. The Punjab
report published during the last few days is no
exoeption to the rule. While no normal per
son can at all object to measures designed to put »
stop to such irregular praoctices, these cannot at tha
same time be allowed to be used as an excuse for
action on the part of the authorities whioh is calon-
lated to encourage the spread of the drinking habit
It iz not intended to imply thet this is wbat is
immediately contemplated; but if all these offcial
attempts to magnify the evil are designed with that
‘end in view, the object is bound to arouse strong pub-
lic resentment, ’

The Government resolution on the report piteous.
1y describes the handicaps under which tll)le ([})ove;'lﬁ:
ment labour in fighting this evil. The producer of
illicit liquor sells the article at such a low price °
that Government finds it difficult to compete with
bim, .And even if they could do go, their policy of
doing mnothing to popularise the 'consumption of
sleohol forbids such action. If on the other hand
they decideto cut the ground from under the feet of
the illicit distiller by the starting of new shops in
sress in which the evil is specially rampant, vendors
are not readily available on account of their un-
willingness to riek their capital in competition with
8 long established illicit trade. But apparently this
diffionlty is not as serious as the Punjab Govern-
men{ would have us believe. For the same resolu-
tion slso informs us that the Government were going
ahead with their policy of opening new shops. Only

- care was taken to restrict it fo villages belioved to

serve as dumping ground for the illicit produce and
to work the shops in a manner which, while reducing
the gains of the illicit trade, would not ercourage
drinking. 1tis fo be hoped that this Jast require-

“ment will be ineffaceably impressed on the minds of

the excise staff. i
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THE INDO-JAPANESE AGREEMENT.

FTER extremely protracted negotlations the
Indian and Japanese trade delegations finally
veached an agreement, which was formally an-
nounced last wesk, The agresement, it may be said
at oncs, is from the point of view of India & satisfae-
tory one. In the main a cottom trade mpresment, it
contains ipitislly certain gemneral provisions. The
most-favoured-nation treatment is aceorded weoipro-.
cally to ench other’s goods by the two countries and
both the countries agree to enter into hegotiations
if it ds represented that the trade interests of any one
courntry are adversely affected by the customs dnties ;
imposed by the other, India zeserves to ifself the

right o impose special duties on Japanese goods in -

order to correct the effect of exchange fluctustions
and Japan is conceded a similar right In cage the
rupee-yon exchange moves beyond s cerfain point
Subject to these general clauses the rates of duty
on Japanese piecegoods are fixed at 50 p. o. 8d-
valorem with an sliernative specific duty 5 annas
per1b, on greys. The agreement ja fo run far a

period of three years and it is satisfatory to have

arrived at a general friendly understanding with a

country with which we have such impartant trade ]

rolations,

The main part of the sgrement, snd the one that
obviously took the Longest kime ko seftle, soncerns the .
imporf gnd export guotas, Unlike ether bilatersl
trenties which bave been negotiated by wvarious

imports and exports of {hese two eommodities have,
therefore, baen directly sonnscted with emch other.
From the Indian ocultivasor's point of wiew if was

abselutely vital that now that the questiop had |

been opened up, » mipinum normsl purchese of
Indian raw cotton by Japan should be provided for,
The agreement fixes the norms at Japanese imports
of one million bales 6f Indian raw eotton and Indian
imports of 325 million yards of Japanese piscegoods,
For purposes of ealculating the raw gotton quota, the
year taken is the calendar year; while the piece-
goods quots is o be calenlated aseording to the

fiscal vear. This will make it possible to adjust
have no separate statistios of the production of blea~

the plecegonds quots to the Japanese takings of
raw ootton in each year. IXf the Japanese pur-
cheses of raw ootton fall below one million bales
thé piecegoods importa guots will ba decreaged in
a pariain proportios ; if they rise abowe this level
the basic guota of pieeegoods imperts will be

inereaaed, o that at one and a half mitlion bales It J
will stand at 400 million yards. The 400 million }

yards Jevel i, bowaver, in no aase to be exeeaded
and any puznbases by Japan of Indian zaw cotton 1u -
excoss of oneand helf & million bales will ha eredited |
fot purposes of quotd caloulation to the pext year, ,1
The plecegoods quota iz further subdivided into four
classes~—plain greys, bordered greys, blaanched, go-

Joured and -¢thers-~which are sallotted definlte per-
centages of the total ; and these percentages can be
altered as between the various classes only within
very narrow lmits. o
Clearly the negotiations have achieved all that
could have been reasonsbly expeoted of them. The
terms of the sgreement are such as to enoourage
Japan to purchass a maximum amount of Indian
raw cotton, The average annual purchases by Japan
of Indian cotion for the three years ending 1930-3%
ware a litils Kbove 1-8 million bales and the figure of
the upper limit, 15, in the agreement, does not, there-~
fore, seom to be low, as for the next thres years.
There is little doubt thet this makes the position of
the oobtton-grower much more secura than before.
There is aso nothing to complain of from the point
of view of the Indian cotton Industry in respsct of
the quota of Japanese pilecegoods imports aud ite
classifieation, Indeed we are ata loss to comprehend
why the upper limit has besn so rigidly fixed at 400
million yards, The imports of foreign cloth irto
Ludia for the three years ending 1930-31 were on an
average annually 1600 million yards, of which the
Japanese share was 500 million yards. It is true thab
lately there has besn & considerabld inorease in home
produetion ; but this wes brought sbout by a sarien
of extraordinary ciroumstances and it is not known
what part of it is to be reckoned ss & permanent
economio addition to the home output. Cloth con-
sumption bas again of late years been particularlty
low and mey be expeeted to revive immediately after
trade begins to look up. Thus after o duty to the
extent of 50 p. ©. had been imposed on Japanese
goods, it is diffioult to understand why a rigid upper

_ { limit ok a fairly low level was imposed on Japanese
countries Iately, the Indo-Japanese sgreement had to | fmports of piecegoods.

desl with only one commodity on each gide. The,

Another feature of the agreement that is not
pasily explained is the detailed classifiestlon of ¢he
quota and the percentages ellotted to the various
olasses, 'Why was 1t thonght nesessary thet the quota
be eplit up in smaller classis? Was this done to
minimise fupther $the competition of J spanese jm-
ports with Indisn mill produotion? But this ex-.
planation does not hold good baeanse the specially re-
dueed percentages are for classes of goods which are
not produced on any large scale in India. Take the
instanca of bleached gonds, in particular. The per-
centoge alofted to this class is only 8, Thus at lhe
maximum only 32 million yards of Japanese bleached
goods could be fmported in a year into India. We

ched goods in Indis, but 1618 kuown that this pro-
duction jg very small. 'This is ona of those branches
of trade which bave been fhe least affecled in the post-
war deoade, and this wae until abeut five years ago
an axclusive preservo of Lancashire, Lately Japanese
imports of thesé goods have been Inoressing by leaps
and bounds, They stood in 1931-32 and 1932-33 at
60 aud 120 million yseds respectively. 1t is not
known why in the esse af bleached goods theve hime
been such a drastioc restriction of imports, espeeisily
as in the important class of groys in which Japanese
competition is chisfly felt by the Indisn industry ; the
allotment of the perecnimge quote does wat work omk
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a.t much below the average of the last few years'

imports. Apparently at least it would seem as if the
class percentages were fired more with a view to
minimise competition with Lancashire imports than
to afford protection to the Indian industry.

Now that the Indo-Japanhese negotiations have
been satisfactorily torminated we hope that Govern-
ment will at the earliest opportunity proseed to deal
offectively with the guestion of the reorganisation
of the Indian cotton industry, The first step in this

direction would be the publication of the report of the
Tariff Board which was submitted to Government
nearly a year ago. It is absolutely necessary that the
publio is put in possession of all the relevant facts:
and that Government does not make up its mind on
the question without econsulting public opinion. At
firat thought at least, the measure of protection indioa~
tod in the Indo-Japanese agreement — 50 p.ec.
exolusive of exchange fluctuation additiong— seems
to us to be very excessive.

BINDING THE FUTURE.

L

T would be a disastrous mistake on the part of
the promoters of the All-Party Conference if
they were to limit the “ essential modifications *

which it is their object to suggest in the White Paper
proposals to those embodied in the Joint Memorandum
of the British Indian delegation or in the Memo~
randum of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. Public opinion
goes far beyond these, but the excuse for puiting a
limitation on them would be that our demands must
be such as are acceptable even ta the most backward
among the progressive groups. Such an excuse
seems plausible enough in a conference intended o
bring about unity of views and action, but it would
be quite unpardonable for any responsible body of
politicians to put forward. demands intended to
secure a larger measure of power from the British
Government, while side-stepping or evading issues
of no less importance connected with the States as
these memoranda do. Even assuming that the de-
mands eontained in these memoranda are conceded
~and no one in his senses entertains such an
illusion--even then, if the rulers of Indian States
are allowed to hold sll the power which the White
Paper proposes to confer upon them, an oligarchy
would be established in India, a result which is cor-
tainly not desired by our people. The Liberal Pariy
has seen this danger and has very wisely pointed ont
at its recent segsion the serious defects that disfigure
the White Paper, as well on the side of the
States as on that of the British Government. And
is itto be contended that the Libersl Party is not
supported by public opinion in thus tackling the
problem . in its twofold aspect ? Leave aside a fow
notabilities who have acquired a certain amount of
prominence in the recent constitutional discussions,
' and the whole country stands as one man in insist-
" ing upon a full measure both of self-government and
popular government, A demand for- elective re-
presentation and similar other ohanges in the States is
therefore & demand which is well worth being
included in its * essential modifications " by an All-
Party Conference, if, that is to say, its . purpose is to
mend the White Paper instead of ending it. Indeed
such & demand is required if the object of the Con-
ference is to be attained, viz, a mobilisation of na-
tional opinion and an integration of the oollective
will and consecience of the paople,

It is surely superfluous at this time of day to

enlarge upon the desirability of democratic as
opposed to oligarchic self-government, but there is
one consideration which wili appear to all reasonable
persons as conclusive against the possibility of
yielding to the Princes. It consists in the faot that
by far the largest body of opinion in India, viz. the
Congresg, is against such yielding, as is clear from
the message sent by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehm to the
Rajputana States’ People’s Convention.

Reoent events in India and England have mide it oloar
that all the reactionary forces—British and Indian—ars
combining together to prevent or delay the fresdom of
the Indian people. The#se forces have tried to suppress
our freedom movement and the ‘White Paper is an
attempt to- consolidate the hold of all these vested

. interests, Nothing is more significant than the ntierly
reaotionary attitude of the Indian Princes and the baok-
ing it received from the Government.

1% is probable that free India will be a federation but
it is quite certain that nothing even remotely resembling
freedom ocan oome out of the federation that has been
saggested in the White Paper, ‘Thls proposed federation
is merely meant to prevent India’s growth and enchain
hee still further to feudal and ount-of-date systems. It is
quite impossible to progress from this federation te
freedom without breaking the federation to pieces.

It seems to mo, therefore, that all of us, whether in the
Indian States or the:rest of Indis,” must appreciate this
position clearly and realise that our only course is to
rejeot utterly any such bogus federation. We must stick
to the completest form of independence, which means
eomplete absence of foreign control aa well as a fully
‘democratic form of government. The Indian Btltel
system, ab it exists today, must goroot and branch,

At one fime the Congress attitude on the subjsct
of Indian States was doubtfu] on account of Mahatma
(3andhi being overtender to the Princes. Xven then
indicntions were fortheoming that the view pro-
pounded by him at the second Round Table
Conference in the name of the Congress was
repudiated by the average Congressman; but now
that Pandit Nehru has spoken, and gpoken in such
decisive tarms, there cannot be a shadow of doubt
that the Congress will hold fast, not only while the
Mahatma is out of politics, but even after his re-entry
into it, to this more radical view. The Congress will
be - wholly uncompromising o the Princes as it will
be tothe British Government, and it will reject the
White Paper tncontinenti on the score of the States
terms alone, even if otherwise it were entirely satis-
factory. This decision, I know, will be considered
very unwise by a large mumber of politicians, but
whether they like it or not, it is one with which they
will have foreckon. And what, in face of such 8 deci-
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sion, final and definitive as it is, should be their own
attitude towards bringing the federation immediately
into being? They ought to insist that the federal
plan be dropped. It may be the best plan imaginable,
but even go, they must refuse to lend any help in
putting it into force, Our federation, if it comes
about, will be a compact, and a permanent compact,
between British India and the Indian States, and if
the people of both rejeot it, or even have misgivings
about it, it must go—for the time being st
any rtate. The treaty of federation, being of
an irrevooable nature, must be a free-will covenant
between the paoples concerned, and since the present
foderal scheme is a8 nearly as possible the reverse of
this, there is no help for it but to abandon it, most
regratfully if you plemse. I will of course be quite
possible, in the present state of Indian politios, to
jmpose e federal constitution by force upon the eoun-
try, in spite of the united opposition of the States’
people and of large sections of British Indisns. But
the only result of it will be that for many a long day
the Congress and similar other bodies will be angaged
in - smashing this forced federation, aud ms @
eonseqiience chaos and anarchy will prevail in the
Jand, For this result those Indian politicians who
want to press on with federation, even though it
dose not meot with general acoeptance, will have to
share respomsibility with the British Government,

11 -

The most etriking instance in recent history of the
ppirit of revolt generated in a people by dragooning
them into & oonstitution of a oast-iron oharacter is
afforded by Ireland. Great Britain first compelied
the Irish people in 1922 fo enter into s treaty in
whioh she secured for herself all that she oared for,
and then gave such freedom to Ireland ms was ¢on-
sistent with the provisions of the treaty. The whole of
Ireland’s future political development was limited by
the terms of the treaty, for Artiole 2 of the Irish Free
Btate’s Constitution Act says: " If any provision of
39 said Constitution or of any amendment thereof or
of any law made therounder is in any respect re-
pugnant to any of the provisions of the Sche-

.duled Treaty, it shall, to the exfent only of such repu-
.gnancy, be absolutely void and inoperative, and the
.Parliament and the Executive Couneil of the Irish Free
:State shall respectively pass such further legislation,
and do all such other things as may be necessary to
implement the Scheduled Treaty.” The constitution
was thus made subordinate to the treaty for all fime,
and since the treaty could be modified only by
mutual agreement, it was, in the opinion of the Irish,
a perpetual barrier to the full growth of the consti-
tution. And what were the “limitations and fetters”
( to use tho late Mr. Asquith’s words ) whioh were put
upon Ireland's political power in the treaty ? ¥irst, by
imposing an oath upon members of her Parliament—
an oath, as Mr, Churchill admitted, “far more precise
and searching than the ordinary oath which is taken
elsewhere "— her sllegiance fo the Crown and
membership of the Empire were secured. Secondly,
the army which ghe could use for keeping internal
ordor was limited to something like 40,000, care

being taken, again to quote Mr. Churchill, that ® any
force which is raised by Ireland will nof bo & force"

beyond the  military power of the British
Empire to control.” Thirdly, it was provid-
ed that in osse of war Qreat Britain sghould

have free access to all the Irish harbours and oreeks.
So far a3 the security of the British was oconocerned,
therofore, every possible precaution was taken, and,
inthe famous phrase of Mr. Lloyd George who
was then Prime Minister, “nothing was left to
ohance, *

‘What more oould British statesmen do? They
inserted into the treaty, while giving Ireland domi-
nion status, all the safeguards they could think of,
such s were not imposed upon any other dominion,
snd furthor they took steps to bind the future fo the
extent to which it is humanly possible to do e, 86
that even if other dominjons grew in sfatus and
power, Ireland could not do so beyond the limits

' sot by the treaty—unless Great Britain sllowed her

to grow. The Statute of Westminster, for instance,
which enlarged the bounds of freedom for other do-.
minfons, was of no avail to Ireland, iri 8o far as rela-
xation of any of the reservations contained fn the
treaty was soncerned, For instance, other dominions
could withdraw from the Empire, but Ireland wae
chained to it permanently. One would think, therefore,
that England had done all that any couatry could do
to gecure herself against any possible danger from
her mutinous neighbour, Events have proved on the
contrary thatthe danger from that quarter has now
grown enormously;, just because England foroed a-
trenty upon Ireland and sought to confine her future:
development within its limits. England thought she-
had bound Irishmen by shackles of forged eteel, but
Irishmen are breaking them now as if they were a-

| frayed cotton thread. If the treaty were a voluntary

sgreement, Irishmen would have given it s willing
obedience ; but as It was against the general wishes,.
they have been using all their wits to find cut s
hundred different ways in which to burst its bonds.
1t is true that many eminent politicians like Arthur
Griffith, Michael Collins, Kevin O'Higgine and ofhers.

aocepted the treaty, butthey too, be it rememboered,

accepted it under duress. Inm view of the widely pre-
valent opinfon to the contrary on this subject, it
would be well to quote the following words from the
gpeech of the late Mr. O'Higgins. Heo said: .
wTha fact that war stood as an slteraative is undenia
bla—the faos that war was explicitly presenied as
an alternative to one of the signatories...]t was a guestion
of comparison and undoubtedly, in the face of the alter-
native, war, that treaty was signed. " (2ith Beptember
1922. ) 4 _
When therefore President de Valera eaid in his state~
ment of 20tk November, 1933, to the British Govern-
ment, “They { the Irishmen ) submitted to the treaty
beosuse they were presented with the slternative of
immediate war,” he was spaaking the literal truth.
It is not suggested here that the treaty such as it
was should not have been accepted by Irishmen or
that the Republican party was right in holding out
against it. All that we are concerned to ehow is
that, a large party being opposed to 1t, the
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%reaty ought not to have been entered into. As it is,

4t has only served to stiffen the resistance of Irish-
" wmen, notwithatanding all the efforts of the moderate

party, of which Cosgrave is the leader, to gel them

to abide'loyally by the treaty and to work the consti-
“tution founded on it.

“What did the Republican party do ? They made
up their minds immediately to sot mside the treaty;
$irst they tried to dodge it and then if necessary
openly to break it. They have done many thinge
which are contrary to the spirit and, as it appears to
the Iayman, to the letter of the treaty. But they still
tlaim to be within its 1imits, and they have got emi-
pent counsel] to support their view, as anyone can
get any number of eminent counsel to support any
~ view, provided he has a sufficiently long purse. But
" there is no doubt that the treaty is being deliberately
violated, and the most important point for us to note
about the viclation is that the Republican party are
164 in theleast ashamed of it. In fact they congider it a
point of honour to dishonour a treaty which kas been
imposed upon the eountry. They could use the poli-
tical machinery existing in tha State only by taking
anoath tobe faithful to the Crown. Well, they took the
oath. 8o responsible a politician -as the Minister
for Poats and Telegraphs, Mr, Connoly, did not mind
openly confessing in Parliament : "We turned the oath
into an empty formula and made a complete sham of
it™ 'Now they have removed the oath itself from the
constitution, Similarly they have done many other
$hings which involve & broach of the treaty at every
step. They do 80, not so much to achieve any posi-
tive results, as ‘to bring into ridicule ‘the so-called
sanetity ‘of treaties, They haveabolished the right
of appeal'to the Privy Council. They confiscated
the 1and snnuitics payments at an early stage and
brought on themselves an economic blockade by
%England, in which market Fréland usged to sell ninety
per sont. of her exports, ( It may be sald in passing
that this blockade, though it has weakened Ireland
vonsiderably, has helped to increase the ranks of the
Republican party whose chief strength ‘consists in
small farmers, labourers mnd tenants, and lessen
those ‘of their opponents whose strength consists in
tradors, bankers, ecattloralsers and Jarger far-
mers, ) Thoy have introduced s measure to sbo-
lish theright of the Governor-General to 'withhold
assent ¢o Bills or to reserve Bills for the .significa~
tion of His Majesty’s pleasure. They have changed
the status of Governor-General and replaced one
ocoupant by -ancther, “because the -Executive
Council wanted to meke it quite clear
the QGovernor-General would just do
the Executive Council told him to do.”” And they are
going later to aboligh the office of Governor-General
altogether. In fact, Mr, de Valera declared in the Dail

?hut were inserted in London, and which wers in-
consistent with the rights of the Trish people to have
just that constitution they wanted themselves and

that |

what | denunciatory and one-terith explanatory. They are

not a constitution wlnch other people might wa.nt :
them to have, would go.”

The point that I wish to bring home can best be
made by quoting from President de Valera's speech
in the Senate on 25th May 1932 :—

“ It is o s#illy thing for the framers of gonstitutions te
think that, by inserting in a fundamental law some parti-
oular prinolple which has not gemeral acceptance, wuch
insertion will enable that principle to be perpetusted.. It
is found to be s failure in Franve. You camnot'bind the
fature in that particular way. The majority for the time
being may liks to preserve a sort of contimuity of the
prinoiples that they atand by into the future. The expa-
Tienoe of mankind in its deep commonsense 'showa that
it is avery valn attempt. Bat oast-iron ralss 'intended
to bind the future have always led “to explosions df omy,
kind or snother of the whole principla whioh it was inten-
ded to maintain,”

IIL

In India too the foreible imposition of w'federa-
tion upon the people—a federation which edin: ‘Roither
be altered nor ended—would ‘lead ultimately 'to the
explosion of federation. The British Government
might compel the people by force majeur to submit to
it for & time, but the feeling of impotency ‘would
jteelf Iny the foundation for the spirit of rébellion
which, as Mr, Jawaharlal Nehru says, woiild even-
tually break the federatiom to pieces. Desperation
is often the greatest spur to revolt. In Ireland there
was at  least a large and well-organised ‘party,
the party of Cosgrave, which could hold its ‘own for
ten years against the party of de Valera. The
moderates and extremists ‘there were evenly
matched, and the satruggle befween therh was
a purely internal struggle into which the British
Government did not enter. The Irish moderates
wore also willing to risk their lives'in 'keeping
faith with the British and implementing the treaty 3
and in fact their most prominent leaders had to
give their lives in carrying out the treaty 'obliga-
tions. Now, what is the strength of the parties in
Tndia apon which Governnient ‘can rely for'the wWork-
ing of the federation, and what is the 'mmount6f
golf-snerifice of which they are eapable ? Government
of course have powerful allies in vested interests—
rulers -.of Indian States, landlords, - industrialists,
communslists ; but do they realise what a small
fraction of the progressive politicians they have with
them, and how feeble and helpless this fractioh feols?
Its leaders were expected to inake a propaganda in
India in favour of the White Paper ; but how few are
their appeararices in public? And ‘even if, greatly
daring, théy do appear in public to speak about the
White Paper, they make theéir speeches hine-tenths

afraid to be known as defenders of the White Pa.par
On the other side are ranged fthe States’ paople, the

] h
&hat “ they had fn mind to remove every mark or Congroess, and large sections of other parties, who

badgs of inferiority, everything in the eonstitution |
which was not consistent with the sovereign rights of .
the Yrish people. ... Generally, ail those provisious |

will éver be sgitating sgainst the reforms and who
will ‘at least #ucceed to this -extent that they will
Tnske & emooth working of the reforms impossible.
‘Nor can the Government rely upon vested interests ;
op thé contrary these interests will continue to be
looking to the Gavernment for support for their very
existenow, the preservation of pesca depanding,
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unlike in Ireland, upon the Government in the last
resort, Thus the struggle between the Government
and the people is not going to. come to an end with
the establishment of federation. In fact, it will,
suter upon 8 more oritical phase hereafter, and in
this struggle the few stray progressive politioians,
upon whom the ‘Government perhaps leans . for
pulling them through when public opinion will lay
siege to administration, will be like broken reeds.

* But it is not the Government whom I have in
- mind in writing this artiole. I wish to reason with
those progreseives who, knowing full well that the
federation has not the support of public opinion, will
still join with the Government in forecing if upon the
country. Do they not inour 8 moral responsibility
by this attitude of theirs for repelling any subsequent
attacka upon the constitution which may come from
the Congress and ofher parties ? And do they feel
that they have the strength of repelling such attacks ?
I am sure they never tell themselvesthat they have
the strength ; much Jess will they tell the Govern-
ment to that effect. But, in that case, is it not their
plain duty to go to the (Yovernment and beg them up-
on their knees to withdraw the federal scheme 2 For
they must say : “We consider the federal scheme to be

the best and wish the country had accepted our view.

But it hasn’t done so, and we don’t think it right to
foree a constitution upon the country against its
wishes, partioularly a federal constitution whish is of

& permanent character, .inhibiting for all future time .

the country’s advance towards self-determination,
Nor. are we capable of giving you the suppoert
which you have a right to expect of us in fighting
the numercus enemies of the comstitution. Pray,
therefore, take back the scheme for the present,
and let us hope that the country will soon
change its mind. But at the moment ¢here is noth-
ing for it but to withdraw the scheme.,” If they do
not follow this 1ine, they cannot avoid their share of
responsibility for the chronio disorder and unrest that
will settle upon the country as a result of foisting the
constitution upon it.
OBSERVER.

MADRAS EXCISE ADMINISTRATION,

T is a matter for surprise that, despite acute eco-
nomio depression and non-interference with the
rates of taxation for a number of years, the

excise revenue, which is a fairly aoccurate barometer
of the economie conditiom of the industrial and
Inbouring olasses, remained unaffected in the Madras
Presidenoy in 193-321. There was a slight fall in
the consumption of country spirits, which was how-
ever counterbalanced by an increased consumption
of toddy and hemp drugs. The Excise Administra-
tion report is silent ms to the oauses of the 10 7, rise
in the consumption of ganja. If this deleterious
drug is taking the place of country spirits, the
matter merits an investigation. If, on the other
hand, a8 it appears to be the case, the renters are
‘pushing seles by reducing the retail price, there
appears to be a strong case for an enhancement in
the duty on ganjs. The revenue from- the consump-

L me
-

tion of toddy exhibited a perceptible rise. Curicusly
enough, the number of detected cases of illicit manus
facture of toddy also went up from 8,598 to 9,222, &
fact which tends to prove that the number of cases.
detected in any partioular year iz mol an acocurate
measure of the prevailing malpractices and that it is
unsafe to draw “conclusions from & mere increase in
the number of detected cages.

The chief interest in the report lies in the faot
that it sketohes the results of certain experiments on
rationing and prohibition ocarried on in selected
areas. A system of rationing country spirits in
the municipal areas of Vizagapatam, Vizianagram,.
and Bimlipatam was introduced on April 1,1929 and
was extended to the rural areas in five taluks a year-
later. The details of the scheme are not available in
the report under review, We are told that the system
has aothing to commend itself, that it has already
been abandoned in certain areas and that the ques-
tion of its final abandonment in the remainder of the
area under experiment Is under consideration. . Ik
appears that, in view of the falling prices, the ra-
tioned figures have never been worked up o and that.
several lessees who took long term’ leases have been
involved in & serious loss, Further, the system:
of giving out long term contracts ia itself of doubtful
soundness inasmuch as it is likely to give rise to
vested interests. Thus the whole polioy of rationing de-
gorves careful consideration. But before it is definite~
1y sbandoned the public would like to have further
particulars regarding the working of the scheme.

The experiment of closing arrack ghops in toddy*
drinking areas has been tried for five years .in suoce~
gsion with varying success. It is gratifying that
in four taluks the scheme has proved fo be an
unqualified success, In $wo other taluks, in which
local eonditions proved unfavourable, Government,
after giving it a fair trial, was, so it is stated,
compelled to discontinue the experiment. It is
hoped that, in vlew of the success stfending the
experiment in the four taluks, the sphere of its ope>
rations will be extended to other suitable localities.

By far the most important experiment under-
taken was in respect of the closure of all liquor and
toddy shops in two small compact areas .in three
taluks, From the outset it was recognised that.the
prospects of success were nof very promising. As
however a certain amount of successful temperance
and rural economic work was being oarried on im
these areas and as the weavers who constitute one
of the chief drinking classes inbabiting the disbriet
supported the proposal, all the 11 arrack and 22 toddy
ghops in these areas were closed with effect from
April 1,1930. It has now been reported that with the
waning of the enthusiasm of the tempsrance: workers
the movement collapsed within a short period. The
report says that petitions were received for the re-
opening of ehaps, several women coming forward with
the complaint that if their menfolk must drink they

'preferred them to get their drink atconvenient centres

after doing a full day’s work and earning up to their

{ maximum capacity, An enormous increase in excise

offences, partioularly illicit distillation, was aleo
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reported with the result thet the shops were re-'
-opened with effect from Aprill, 1933. The reporb
for 1931+32 furnishes certsin -sbatistics showing
the degree of the increase .in illicit prectipes. In :
the dry 'mres of ‘the Namakkal mub-circle the
number of detected ocases of ‘illicit distillation
vose from 9 in 1980-31 to 91 ‘in 1931-32. It
should 'be pointed out, howaver, that in .the wet .
ares of the same ‘sub-gircle the increase inthe num-
ber of detected.onses: of illisit distillationr, though not
%0 striking as in.the dry area, was nlso very largs,
it rose from 34 to 104: while in the remsindar .
-of the Salem District, the number of esses .of .illicit
-distillation mnd kindred offences rose from 176 to
238 and in the whole presideney from 2,579 ¢o 3,301, .
It is therefore reasonable to sonclude that, maturally
enough, Namakkal sub-circle ‘received the spacial
attention of the steff, and that the rise in the pumber
«of jflicit distillation cases, sharp though it has been.
is not by itself an adequake reason for wbandon-
ing the .experiment. Novertheless, it must be
<conoeded that the very fact that such a large num-
ber of cases was detected insuch a small areais .a
-gullicient proof that the awvea is not suitable for
-oarrying an an -experiment of this type. I is pro-
bable thet the wery smallness of the ‘ares selected '
for the purpose militated against the success of
“the scheme, but wo hope that evidence of s .gennine

~de?'i1'e .on the pari of the inhabitants of other areas, |
Buitable for the purpose, will be fortheoming =0 }

.88 tn fadilitate the ranewal of $he experimertt in fhe
light of the experience gained.

AN EX-REVENUE QFFICHR.

One London Letter,

]
{BY AIR MAIL, }

{ From Opr Corresponient. )

) London, December 29,
MR. S8UBHASH BOSE & SGR, MUSSOLINI,

B rhetario of the sugust and of the wall-known
-may be just as silly and fatuons s that of /
smaller men. Within'a week both Mr. Musso-
.- 1ini and Mr, SBubhash Bose have begn guilty inthe City T
-of Rome, and upon the ocossion of 'the qpening of the
Asiatio Instibute and the holdingof a Congressof Asia- 1
tic Btuderts, of ridiculous -ertravagance that we '
might well have beonspared. One eanwell-understand '
- that the lstter, & younger man, comparstively inex |
. perfened, in fll-health, bat with an unimpaired |
Adeslism should talk gt large +o atil ‘younger .and |
etill more inexperienced countrymen und fallow-
-Asiatios wpon the inadequacy -of Mdhatma Gandhf's '
leadership, at_ld should hold up befove their ©yes and
those af ithinformed but mnaturally eympathetic
foreigners the idesl .of & -completely independent In- )
dia. How be hopes to .achieve that desirsble end |
within any messurabls period 'of time and in fhe
~ciroumstances that prevail in the wountry $o-day he |
wag, fortonatel v for him, not oulled wpon $0-expluin,
. His natural embitterment against the British ispartly
-at least to be explained by the dact that he hms baen
twiecp rofused permission to emter this courttry. ¥’

the circumstances in which the second refusal ‘todk
place. But why, oh why, muat Mr, Bose, who is
reslly old enough to know better think 1t his duty to
place before his ocountrymen she ideology and tthe
method of Fascism except perhaps out of sompliment
torkthe Duce who took the trouble to openthe Congreen,
It may well be that India needs & Dictator, I meam,
of conrse, an Indian Dictator. But:in what conceiv-
able circumstances in any future that we can now
contamplate .can euch & Dictator appesrs, what
ohanoea will he have of pursuing histaek, and ‘whe
vsiogld .?recognis and follow him:if he did .assert hia
claim

Mr, Mussolini, however, is o]d enongh to »e-
frain from talking nonsense, He is reported to have
said, among other things, that it was the uniion of the
Wesl withthe East onthe shores of the Mediterra~
nean twenty centuries ago which had .been .of sup.
reme importance in the history of the woild.. This
union is the‘fundamental ' cause of 81l eur history.
From it sprang European civilization, and this civili-
zation must once again bocome universdal {f it was
not to perish., ‘But after many centuries the unity of
Mediterranean civilization which was both Eastern
and Western had given place to-a new civilization
built upon a narrow and materialistic basia
Agia oame to be regarded as the.enemy of Europe,

'l and certain European countries saw in .Asia otly a

market for their goods and a-souree of raw materials.
This civilization, based on capitalism and Hbersliam,
had spread ower the ‘whole world, .and now that 36
had failed the wepercussion of :this failure wes folé
algso in Asia, To-day there was a .crisisof an ertive
system of inetitutions and idess which no lenger had
any breath of life in §t, .and itherefore
“we who are Itelians and Facists hopo ‘to reswme
the .common thousandyear wld tradition of ouwr

1 constructive callaboration*. We may .emirely share

the Duce's hops for a restoration of sympuathetiorela-

| tions between the two Continents, and ithat civilisa-
| tion-must gain the atéributes of muiversatity { and 1§
may .be added spicituslity rdather thsn wTegimenta-

tion) if it is not to:perish, But his histary and this

| sense of present-day realities are as faise and feulky
I a8 anything that the :present writer haswmesn form

long time, .Alexander and his gonernls-didnot invade

1 Western Asis and destend upon Indis from a'semss

of universal bsotherhood, and in ordar,-as.the Oxford

;| Gromp Mowement dees, io * share experiencas”. They
did these things .eut-of .sheer lust of conguest, So fmr

from there beingtwenty canfuries:age s Enion of dhe
Waest-with the East upon the focting :of s pommon
eivilization, .at exactly that fime there ‘was & Roman
pro-consul maintained by a Roman snldiery insa-
prame «ontrol of & conquerad .Assia Minor. The
pratotype of Impearial Britain jn:» subdved:and sab-
ordinate Indin wasan Imperial Bome in.a conquersd
Syria. Was il not nearly twonby centuries agofhab
a8 Roman (Gowernor in-Jerusslem detivared ower ho
his enemies and authorised the exeoution of the greak -
religious iascher whose -areh-priest wesides in the
Vatican City upon the borders of that very Rome in
which Mr, Mussclini bas talked this arrant nonsense,
He spenks as glibly of the wicked Impserialism and
exploitation, on thepurt of other European countries
as though he bimmslf had :never eomplained that
Italy did not have a place in the sun nntil the advent
of Fascism, end asthough tho flag of Fmperisl Italy
did net wave ower the provineces of Liylfiia ‘and Irstria
and Tripeli with all the blatancy, the iritelerance and
the cruel lack of imagination displayed by -other
‘European powers farther East, where Italy bhad not
‘been ableto penetrate and exercise slmilar domina-
ition, mot for Jack of will but for lack of powar.
.A little lesa unotuons rectitude and e liitle greater

‘uy be posgible for me dn the near future to vevenl

-gense of realitios would not comé amiss even from the
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great Fascist Jeader. It is quite useful sometimes, as
Burns once said, to see ourselves as others see us.

. BURMA AND INDIA.

- Two issues of records relating to the relations of
Burma to India and presented to the Joint Select
Committee have been issued this week, They are of
very considerable importance and will doubtless
be studied with great care and attention in Indis. I
am informed on good authority that during the pro-
ceedings the Secretary of State for India with that
Iack of sensitiveness to his opponents’ point of view, of
which he appesars to be temperamentally inocurable,
spoke as though the only question to be considered
by the Committee was that of separation from India
and the circumstances and conditions upon which it
gshould be effected, Iam told that the anti-separa-
tionists in the Burmese delegation were so offended by
this attitnde that until they received an assurance
from the Committee itself that the question of separa-
tion was still an open one and that their views would
receive squal congideration, they were prepared to
walk out of the Committee-room and refuse to take
any further part in the Committee’s proceedings., I
oannot of course be positive that my informant was
accurate in his description of the episode, but I have
no resson to disbelieve his statemert of what took
place, which of course will ind no record in the pro-
ceedings, even if it did in fact ocour.

THE EMPIRE BROADCAST,

.In ecmpany with millions sll over the British
Commonweslth of Nations I listened in to the Empire
Broadeast on Christmas Day. What was tried as an
experiment last year would appear to be becoming a
permanent annual event, and there is no doubt of its
general popularity. To travel right round the world
by. wireless gives one & quecr feeling and brings
foreibly home the steady annihilation that has been
taking place in space and time. To listen today to
what is taking place tomorrow, as happened with the
Aunstralian and New Zealand broadcasts, make one
appreciate the statement that time was made for man.

In this country the broadcasts came throvgh with

true of other countries. It is plemsing %o sce how
quickly advantage has been taken of the opening of
the new wireless telephone service with India, enabl-
ing us to hear the voice of that country twice within
the last three weeks, The programme was carefully
derigned to work up to itz climax, the Address of His
Majesty from his country home at Sandringham. It is
sincerely to behoped that not only the Commonwealth
but the whole world will take to heart the qualities
which the King psuggestsa are the foundations of
national, as of pergonal, life---unshakeable sanity,
invincible patience and tireless good-will, Never
wore these three qualities more necesssry and never
was it more certain that these three, and especially
the last, will take us from our international fears and
eoo.r{l;omic‘ depression to permanent peace and pros-
perity. :

Beviews, -

ISNDIAN RESERVE BANK.

TRE RESERVE BANK OF INDIA AND ITS
"FUNCTIONS. By SHE0 KISSEN BHATTER and

L. NEMENYI. ( The Book Co., Caleuttsa. ) 1933.

- 24em. 174+ xxxv p, Re, 2/8. .
THE book under review is, as stated in the foreword,
the result of “various drafts of & memorandum pre-
pared ( by the authors ) for the Joint Select Com-
mittee,”” It consists of three parts, Part I is intro-

ductory and is a treatment of the commonpisce:
prineiples of money and banking, The authors ad.-.
dress it to “such readers as are not versed in" matters.
of monetary theory, although of course others are not.
debarred from reading it. Part II examines clauee by
clause the Reserve Bank of India Bill recently passed
by the Assembly, and Part III is desigred to consider
“the possible working and the problems of the pro-
posed Reserve Bank of India.” The concluding
chaptor gives a summary of the recommendationa
made in Part IT regarding the modifications in the
Bill which the authors think essential in the interests.
of the successful working of the Bank, In an appen-
dix are given the Reserve Bank of India Bill (1933),.
with all the adjoining schedules, statement of objects.
and reasons, and notes on clauses,

The book is well planned, its publication is
timely, but its execution is not entirely muccessful or
satisfactory. It could have been made more:effective
with precision and avoidance of rapefition. The ex-
pression is very often clumsy. But, asthey themselves
say, the authors had only three weeks at their disposal
to-complete their task. The defects in the book, how-
ever, do not deprive it of its utility, Members of the
Central Legislature and the lay public might find it
useful reading, The recommendstions made by the
authors are on the whole commendable although one
msy not see the wisdom of the reserves against note--
issue being lowered to 25 p. ¢, whatever the force
of logie in its favour. Circumstanced as we are
financially, it is not for India to lead the world in
innovations of this character.

The treatment of Part I is not very satisfactory. 1..
The distinction which the autbors make between what
they call the Primitive Gold Standard, the Fuil Gold
Standard and other variangs of the Gold Standard are
clumsy, not to say unscientific. The distinetion
ususlly roade between the Gold Currenoy Standard,
the Gold Bullion Standard -and the Exchange Stan-
dard should gerve sll conceivable requirements. On
the contrary they fail to distinguish clearly between.
the Sterling Exchange Standard and a Gold Ex-

o . . change Standard. 2, The withdrawal of short-term
surprising clearness and one hopes that the same was |

funds should not in itself drive a country off the gold
gtandard if its eituation is fundementally sound.
They fail to see that post-war London, although still
a long-term oreditor, was a debtor on balance on
short-term account. Unlike in pre-war period, there-
fore, as she did for instance in 1907, London could not:
shift & demand on her reserves to foreign countries in
1931. Sheé had to take recourse to borrowing. It is
only because the situastion was fundamentally un-
gound, and not merely because of the withdrawal of
funds that the pound was pushed off gold. The latter-
was 8 symptom of the former, which was the real
disease. 3. The Exchange Equalisation Fund is used -
not to prevent depreciation or fluctuation in the ex-
change value of the pound, but to prevent ita sppre--
ciation. The Fund is utilised to bold the pound
under pressure below its purchasing power parity
level. There are also other errors of information e.
g. the process for inoreasing the fiduciary limit fixed
by law in England( p. 40 ) and the rate for the sale.
of sterling by the currenoy authority in India under
the 1927 Act ( pp. 5 and 89 ), which could have been
avoided with little pains,

" Part II is perhaps the most useful part of the
book. The fears of the authors and the reme- .
dies they suggest, regarding the probability of the-
Bank’s shares getting into alien hands, deserve care-
ful attention. And they rightly emphasise that the
provigion that the Governor of the Bank alone shsil
convene a meeting of the Board of Directors and the
firing of such meetings to & minimum of six_ in a
year snd one in & quarter, “will give practically
diotatorial powers to the Governor.”” The Court of
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Directors of the Bank of England meet once a week
.and they should meet as often in India also. But the
suthors ask for only one meeting & month. This
would not be any great improvement upon the provi.
sion in the Bill, The Board of Direotors would then
still be merely a body to endorse the actions of the
Governor after the event.
From this and many such provisions in the Bill
-ona can eagily sea that although a Share holders’
Bank in form, it would ba a State Bank in fact, under
the thumb of the Viceroy and wmwa the Secoretary of
-State and Whitehall under the thumb of the City of
London and the Bank of England, The Gowvernor
who forms the most important part of the. manage-
ment would be a nominee of the Governor-General
and would hold office during his- pleasure; he is eli-
gible forre-nomination. The mettla of his make-up,
therefore, should be super-human, if he is not to ba a
mere instrument of his master.

For the first four years all the members of the
Board of Directors would ba nominees of the Gover-
nor withoul any reference whatever to the share-
holders. And only at the end of four years more
would the Board contain the full strength of the
elected Directors. They would then be in a majority,
but would they be in a pogition to influence the
polioy of the Governor ? '

I am inolined to be sceptical. By the end of eight
years, if not from the start, a good part, if not tha
larger part of the shares, will have gone into British
hands, It would suffice if they got enough to seand
four( or even three) Directors to the Board. That
would give the British a majority, Also, with their
belp, the more naughty among the remaining four of
4he elected Directors could be threatened with dis-
missal by the Governor. This would practically
insure against their making noise ountside. The
nationalistically-inclined Directors, therefore, thus
‘haudyoapped in geveral ways, at best can only beat
the air within closed doors. And yet the.authors of
dhe book attach too much importance to the elacted
part of the Directorate being in a majority.,

The authors have, like many others, slipped into
the common error of belisving that the currency
standard of the 1927 Act was a gold bullion standard
in theory and a sterling exchange standard in prac-
tice. The option given to the currency asuthority to
redeem rupees in gold, which is respongible for this
error, exists only for the convenience of the Bank of
England and not becauss of the anxiety on the part
of the Government to place the rupee in theory on the
.gold bullion standard. To redeem rupees in gold re-
lieves the Bank of England when sterling hag depre~
-ciated to the gold export point from England, Aiso
both in point of law and practice the rupes to-day is
on a sterling exchange standard. :

Part III contains some useful suggestions, The
emphasis 1aid by the authors on the gimporbsv.m:e of
the praotice of rediscount,. although' somewhat over-
dga.wn, gese‘rvgs oaroful atfentions Alsoitis of the
highest importance, as pointed out by them, that the
community of the indigenous bankers ghould be
drawn within the fold of membership of the Reserve
Bank. TheBill, as it originally stood, fgnored them
:;gnely, a}though e;;ven to-day as a body thay form
£he more important sourca of ecredi '
e p edit sqpp;y to the

: o - B. R. SHENOY.

'INDIAN PHILOSOPHY.

THE MYSTERY OF THE MAHABHARATA,
VOL. Il. By N. V. THADANL ( Bharat Publi-

shing Houee, Karachi. ) 1933, 22cm. 371p. Rs. 8.
X this second volume, after giving a resume of the

conolusions arrived at in the first volume, which
occupies itself to a great extent with the Mahabharatsa
with the Vedie Gods and the origiw of Ianguage, the
author turns his attention to an examination of the
Hindu systems of philosophy and religion.: The main
argument, which is continued in this volume too, is
that “all ideas of the Hindus, inocluding those of
the Vedic Gods, are based on the form, structure,
development and division of the organic cell.”
The five great creative energies of life—the super-
electrio energy of the heart, the energy called heat of
buddhi, the lower energy of the brain—which is
simple electric energy of the mind—and the twofold -
magnetic energy of ether, have a ocorrespondence fo
the creative energles of the cell—the centrosome and
the ohromosome. These same five oreative energies
of life constitute, acoording to our author, the basis
of the five great systems of Hindu philosoyhy—
Vedants, Yogs, Vaideshike, Nyiya and Sankhya.
Thus it is in the cell that we find an explanation of
all the ancient Hindu theories of life. It is on the
cell that the ancients have reared the whole fabric of
their language, their science, their philosopby, and
their religion; and the Mahabharata is a pioture of
all these systems and veligion and so comprehendg
all that the ancient knew and understood.

In the chapters which follow. the author endea-
vonrs to show & close connection between the five
great oreative energies of life, the five pairs of prin-
cipal Vediec Gods who, according to the author, perso-
nify the great creative energies of the universe, and tha
five chief systems of Hindu philosophy. They are
all most closely allied and refe? tothe same idea of the
evolution of life in Brahmands or the universal
cell ; they are but an attempt to examine the whole
problem of the creation, evolution and end of life
from different points of view.

‘Then follows an examination of the Upanisha-
das and Satapatha Brahinana which, according to the
writer, contain all the principal ideas of the various
systems of Hindn philosophy; and further the five
great religions including Buddhism and Jainism with
their schisms are shown to be closely associated withr
the five systems of philosophy. R

Thus all conflict between the various systemsa
and religions is merely on the surface, as each of
them represents merely one way of all possible ways
of looking at the oreation of the universe. . As these
aro all the possible ways of looking at the universe
it is not surprising, as onr author finds, that all exotic
religions—the-religion of the Old Testament and of
the New—have affinities both in ideas and practice
with the five principal religions and systems of the
Hindus. Having thus cleared the ground for an expla-
nation of the Mahabhdrata as a picture of all systems
of Hindu philosophy and religions in atory form, the
author ends by promising to give the detailed expla-
nation in the next volume, )

Hero is a wonderful attempt at synthetising the
thought of centuries; the author is most degmatic in
his assertions and is probably unaware of historical
developments in the elaboration of Ianguages and
systems of thought and religion. Everything ia there
in the Vedas ; that is why all systems olaim the
authority of the Vedas, Wa regret to find ourselves
in almost complete disagreement with the author, for
it is very difficult for us to believe, as the author does,
that the ancients knew the various stages of cell-
development—much'less construct: all their philoso-
phical and roligions structures om the ‘idea of the
ceil. ' ‘ :

C. R, DEVATDHA.R-
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LIFE IN RUSSIA.

SUMMARY OF THE FULFILMENT OF THE
FIRST FIVE YEAR PLAN FOR THEDEVE-~
LOPMENTOFTHE NATIONAL ECONOMY

OF THE U.S:S«R. (. Allen & Unwin. )
23om. 296p. 7/6.
THE story of the Russian Five Year Plan estold in

-¢his book is u story of a series of successes, s story .

of achisvements and triumphs in various directions,
The Pive Year Plan is intended to transform the
Soviet system {nto & thorough-going communistic
system and' what has actuslly besn accomplished
surpaseed sll’ expeotations. '

The Report deals-exhaustively with the way in
which the five year plan has been worked out in re-
gard. to agriculture, transport and communications,
jndustrial development and so on. And the impres-
gion left on the mind of the reader is that, compared
with the condition of affairs in capitalist: countries,
the oonditions in Russia are in every respect much
better, the reason being that while in the latter
everything is done according to a plan, inthe former
everything is done in a haphszard way sccording to
the whims of individuals. The ideal placed before
themsgelves by the U. 8. 8. R. is the transformation
of the capitalist system not oply in its outer aspect
but also:in -its inner implications into a definitely
socialist gystem'; and from what the Report under
review' containg it cannot be said to have failed.. The
objecte and achievements of the flve year plan are
ot down there in the following words =

“The task set by thefive yesr plan was suc.
cessfully carried out in four .years and the
Soviet Union has definitely and irzevocebly
entered into the period of sooialism. The sucesss
has enabled the second five year plan.to be set.in
motion and its business is finally to eliminate
the oapitalist classes completely and fo build
‘up & classless sovialist society.” ‘

In another place the
economy and capitalist evonomy is expressed in the
following words :—"The elimination of unemploy-
ment, the elimination of the possibility of differen
tiation among the toiling rural population as between
poor and prosperous, the elimination of poverty and
pauperiem, the elimination in. the first five year
plan period of the bases and sources of exploitation
of man by man, theresulting unprecedented growth
of the material well-being of the working class and
yorul masses of toilers—this is what the Soviet
Union puts forth in contrast to the capitalist world
with its ever greanter exploitation of the workers,
dooming half of the working olass to long. periods of
anemployment 28 & result of the -erisis, with its
abeolute impoverishment of the working.class and the
ruin of the present maseew, with its increasod expres-
sion of the colonial populations representing two-
thirds of humanity still in'the position of colonial
slaves,"

* ‘The olaims put forwsrd here on' Belalf of the
Russisn experiment may have been overdrawn ; but
oven 80, nothing can disguise the fact that much, if not
everything, has been done in Russias to justify the
authors of the Report taking it with legitimate pride.

 The experience of the U, 8, 8. R. bas two lessons
for other conntries : first, that unless there is a will-~
ingness on the part of capilalist countries to intro-
duoe a definitely socialist bias into the framework
of their economic organisations, they cannct be
assured of stable and healtbhy economic conditions,

oontrast betwesn Sovieb .

and secondly, that, Instead of an unregulated eco-
ndmy, there must be a regulated planned eoonomy,
if the present disorganised world oonditiona are to be
sat.right, . o
The Report containe: statietics in regard to
every: nspect of Soviet life, which will be very ussful
to- students of present-day Russian economio con-
ditions. )
C. V. HANUMANTEHA RAO.

SHORT NOTICE.

ORIENTAL CONFERENCE PAPERS. By
JIVAWIT JAMSHEDJI MopL {(The Author; 211,
Pilot Bunder Road, Colabs, Bombay.) 1932.
2%cm, 368+ xxx V¥,

THE late Sir Jivanji Modi published, a few months
before his death, a volume of about 400 pages under
the caption * Oriental Conference Papers” aa most.
of them were read at the Indian Oriental Con-
ferences. Sir Jivanji Modi's scholastic activities
wera prolific and his vision was wide as even a
oasusal reeding of the present volume will show. The
Papers cover & very wids field indeed of history,
philosophy, philology, sociology snd religiom, not
only of Semitic people but also:of Aryane. The
present. wolume is dedicated, rightly, fo the
Bhandarkar Institute asa mark of appreciation of the
Tnstitute’s valuable work in starting e movement of
Oriental Conferences in India, The dedication was.
perhaps:the last wish of 8ir Jivanji and also a bless-
ing us the Institute has now become:the permanent
headquarters of Indian Orlental Conferences.

This' volame econtains, besides Sir Jivanil's
presidentisl address: to the Fourth Oriental Con.-
ference, papers-of paramount Importance such as
Akber Bnd Sanskrit books, Alexander and:
Zoroastrian literature, the dootrine of Karma from the
Zoroastrian point' of view, and Huns and thefr
religion. All' thess Papers feem with mature-
scholarship of Sir Jivanji, and deserve to be studied
with eare by every young orientalist.

P, L. VAIDYA
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PRICES AND PRODUCTION. By PRIEDRIOE A, HAYBRL
(2nd Impresvion ) { Romtledge.) 1982, 2Wom 112p, &, .
THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY ACT. By
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20cm, 156p. $2°50.
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A TREATISE ON BIRTH CONTROL. By AF EMINENT
DOCTOR. (Mrs. A. Mathews, Contraception Office, Kathisr
thode, Travancore.) 1933, 20om. 179p, Ra. 3-8-0.
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