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Unworthj.

GOVERNMENT had stooped to questioning the
sincerity of the Mabatma when he said that Harijan
gervioe was the breath of bis life and aceused him of
baving during his few days of liberty given more
time to politica then to Harijan work., They might
have resisted the temptation. It is difficulf to estimate
bhow meny hours of his waking timie the Mahatma
gave to Harijan work and to politics. It must how-
ever be noted that his political work received, and for
obvious ressons, greater publicity than his Harijan
work which apparently gave the jmpression that he
was devolirg most of his time to politics. Secondly,
it wes to rome extent inevitable that he sheuld, if he
did, give mcre time to politios than to Harljan work.
Civil discbedience was suspended only for six weeks
and before the expiry of tbe time, scme decision had
to be taken as to the future policy of the Congress,
Harijan work wes less exoiting, less controversial
and had no time-limnit; but not so s decision on the
political policy of the Congress.  Even if the
Mahatma was minded to devote himself wholly to
Harijan work, his Congress colleegues, who had
foregatkered in Poona, had her med him on all sides
and urgently pressed for s decizion on the future of
civil dlscb_e diwence, If in the circumstances he bad put
aside Herijen work and concentrated on politics, he
cculd vot Cecently be charged with insincerity for
Herijan werk. As to his sincerity in the Harijan
cauee, even tte Government of India should by now

t}” ail'l;ove doubt. It is a oruel injustice to ques-
on S

. P .

* . » »

Joint Report,

SIR PHEROZE SETNA did well to emphasise the
vitai necessity of as wany Indian Delegates ssfind
it at »]] poseible proceeding to London for the resum-

" ption of the work of the Joint Select Ccmmittee in

October next and in perticular, of Sir Tej Bahadur
Ffapiu being prevailed upon to be at his' post again.
‘Wearisome and taxirg as has been the work during

" these unending years cf colleberation, and unpromis-

ingand even dieappointing as arethe prospeots of such
collaboration, it would be s grievous mistake to give
way to despordency &i this, the lact, stage and keep
awsy from London. - It is clear thet robody enter-
teins any the leact hope of improviog on the White
Paper propcsale, The danger of whittling them
down is still very real and must be resisted to the
atmost and to the last. Even go, it is another matter
if the rroposals as they will fnally emerge wil) satis-

- fy any large seotions of Indian public opinion. Buf

the time iz not yet to decide whether the propesals
should be aecepted or rejected. That will be when
the constitution bill is passed. For the moment all
sttention should be concentrated on improving the
proporals, hoping against hope, ' /

.In this connection, it is <f the utmost importanca
that the Indian Delegates should bae invited by the
British Goverrment to participate in the discussions
tubgequent to the teking of evidence snd sign the
report of the Joint Select Commiltee. The laudable
object that the Government had in inviting the co-
operation of Indian Delegates will thereby be the
better achieved. It is not enough that they should
bave been present during the exsmination of witneg-
ses. The Indian Delegates could be of much
greater sesistance then ' that; and it should
be the chject of the Government to secure the
maximum benefit from their cooperation. After
ali, the final decision will rest with His Majesty’s

AGovem_ment .and Parlinment. Very few members
of Parliament, or even of the Government, will ba
sble to go through the whole of the evidence tendered
befcre the Committee snd it is as weoll that they
should bave the considered views of qll those who
sat through the evidence, followed it olosely from
day to dey and gave their earnest thought to it,

Such a procedure will certainly be '

frem  existing ‘constitutional pragtice.. (};5?'::;:
cannot be and need not be an insuperable bar to its
adoption. - Many departures from precedent . have
aliendy pe_en, and more will be, made in the history
of the British Constitution. The calling in of Indian
]Z_)elegates to _the Joint Seleet Committee with the
_nght to exemine witnecses is an instance in point.
E[he wkole conception of the new Indian constitu-
tl_en isa w1d_ departure frem precedente, and the.
highest constituted authoritiee bave justified such
gt?ga;r:;:n SIAnclt adherence to precedent will mean

Jatlon,  As lorg ag a departure is justi
merite, it is decirable to mak£ it. Jistified on it’-
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South African Ilndizns.

THE schism iIn the ranks of the South African
Indians over the Colonisation eriquiry is deeply to be
deplored, Those who from the highest motives ndvooca-
ted the boycoit of the enquiry have based it on
the ground, among others, that participation in it
amonntod to subseribing to the principle that Indians
were * nndesirables " in South Africa, who sghould
therefore be sont out of that couniry. No such
implication is tenable. Indiangboth in South Africa
and India have never subscribed to it and have
upequivocosily repudiated it. If they co-operate
with the Commissfon, it is only with a view to show
eonclusively and from » wvantage point that there
were o countries to which Indians could profitably
migrate from South Africa and that the better solution
for the Indian concentration in Natal was the
lifting of the provincial barriers in the Union itself.
Is it to be understood that of the members of the
Joint Parliamentary Commitiee on Indisn reform
pow gitting in London Lord Salisbury ‘thas
subseribed to Indian Swaraj as the Labour representa-
tives have or to the White Paper as Bir Samuel
Hoare has? The Colonization Enquiry Committee
is free to report that eolonisation is unworkable and
that no eongiderable number of Indians were pre-
paved to accept it. It sll depends on the evidence,
though personsl prepossessions are bound to influence
the decisions to some extent. This applies s much to
Mr. 8. R. Naidoo as to Mr. Heaton Nichols, The
Committee is » factk-inding one and not a select
committee slready committed to a certain prineciple.

Another ground for opposition o participation in
the Committee is that Indians were opposed on prin-
ciple {o the emigration of Union Indisns, Whatever
be the meriis of the cage, it is perhaps a little too late
to ground objection on prineciple. At any rate,
Mahatma Gandhi himself did not doso. The Indien
Reolief Act of 1914 made provision for repatriation

and the Mahatma sgked the Indians to accept the

Act and treat the settlement as the Magns Charia of
South African Indians. Just before leaving South
‘Africa the Mahatma issued through the press a latter
to the Indian and European public .of South Afriea.
In it he eaid:

“The presence of s large indentured and ex-
indentured Indian populstion in Natal is & grave
problem. Compulgory repatriation is a physical
and political impossibility ; voluntary repatria-
tion by way of granting free passages and other
inducements will not, as my experience teaches
me, be availed of to any appreciable extent.”

Here be did not zaise an objectionn on principle to
voluntary repatriation ; only he anticipated it would
not be large. Though he knew that the motive of
the Government and the whites was no other than
their feeling that Indians were “undesirables”, his
acceptanoe of voluntary repatriation did not commit
him ¢o the sams opinion. The whole trouble from the
beginning in South Africs was the feeling of the
whites that Indians were “undesirables.,” The
Mehatma himself was prevented from landing for
the same reason. The Mahatma knew of the “deeming
order” of the Union Government that Indians
were " undesirables ™, But it would be a grave
injustice to him to acouse him of having conecurred
in that opinion,

Repatriation, or assisted emigration or coloni-
sation, all have the same purpose, the reduction of the
Indian population in the Union, They are variants of
the same fundamentsal objective, The present dissen-
tients had themeelves, after much debate, agreed tothe
iuvestigation of the kind now set on foot by the Union
Government. If & principle was sacrificed, It was
sacrificed then and by the protesters themselves,

In participsting in the preliminary enquiry
nothing is being done which has not been
sanotioned by Mahatma Gandhi and no commitment
made by the Indians that they were “undesirables”™
in South Africa. There is averything to gain and
nothing to lose by participation. The unreasoning
attitude of certain leaders will alisnate much good-
will of the whites wkich successive Indian Agents
h=ve generated. It is noteworthy that not only tae
Natal Mercury but also the Nufal Advertizer has
advoeatad the lifting of the proviacial barriers. It
may be that the preliminary colonisation enguiry
committes will ba, if proparly handled, tha instru-
ment to secure this much-needed reform.

L ] * *

An Astounding Decision.

THE Caleutta Port Trust has by s majority
decided mgsinst any preferancebeing shown to goods
of Indian manufacture in its own purchases. The
decisfon will, wa#ara sure, be universally recsived
with diemay if not disgust. A% a time when the
Government themselves lose no opportunity of
enjoining upon its purchasing officers their duty to go
in for Indian-made goods in preference to foreign onss,
it is most surprising that & body subordinate fo them
should thus dare to go against their declared policy.
But evem more astounding are the Port Trustees'
reasons in support of their anti-national decision. They
argue thatas most of their revenne is derived from
foreign trads they must not do anything whioh will
discourage foreign imports. Even if $his involves
some unfairness ahd even injustice to Indian trade,
wo supposs that must be tolerated in the interest of
the Caloutta Port Trust. If their object is to encour-
age foraign trade, it is difficult to see why they have
restricted their attention only to their own require-
ments. Why do they not take courage in both their
hends and inaugurate a * Buy Foreign™ compaign
in opposition to the * Buy Indian ” campaign which
is now blessed even by the Government| That would
be & thoroughly practioal way of not only retaining
their revenue atk its present lovel but also of adding
toit. The Caleutta Port Trustees must indeed e
living in & world of their own if even at this time of
the day they are so utterly ignorant of the univer-
gally popular sentiment in favour of swadeshi. Itis
time they realised that revenue cannot be the only
congideration in deciding the stores purchase policy
of the Government or of semi-Government bodies
like themselves- It is now a generally accepted
maxim that this must be so shaped that by promoting
the enlarged use of genuine swadeshi goods it will
encouraga Indian trade. The Caleutts Trust’s decision
is & olear departure from this principle and must not
be allowed to operate.

* * *

Equal Status for Federal Chambers.

ANYBODY with any acquaintasnce with the
course of contemporary events knows what impor-
tance the Princes attach to the need of investing both
Houses of the Yaderal legislature with equal powera
in all matters, not axcluding even financial, They
seem to have reconciled themselves to the inferior
status impliedly assigned to the Upper Chamber
by the requirement that money bills must be
introduoced in none but the more popular house. But
their protagonists on the Joint Select Commitiee

seem to have made up their mind not to
allow any furiher detzaction from  its
status, Can it deal with Demands for granizs just

the same a8 the Assembly which, according to the
White Paper, “will be empowered to assent or refuse
assent to any Demand or to reduce the amount speoci-
fied therein, whether by way of a general reduction



Avacsr 81, 1938.)

THE SERVANT OF INDIA. 199

of the total amount of the Demand or of the reduc-

tion or omission of any specifio item or itema included

Init"? Proporal No. 48 which defines the powers
of the Upper House in this respeet ompowers it
“to require, if & motion to that effect is moved on
behalf of the Government and accepted, that any

Démand which has been reduced or rejected by the
Agsembly shall be brought before & joint session of
both Chambers for final determination™, This, it
was contended, was anything but msking its powers
coextensive with those of the Lower Houee. Lord
Salisbury pointed ont that while the Assembly will
have the power of rejecting a‘demsnd, the Senate will

onjoy no such power, its assistance being invoked only

in cases in which the demands have been rejected or
reduced by the Assembly. He went on to rema
that even if the Council of State wanted to check mani-
fest extravagance by rejocting or reducing s Demand
it would, under the propossal as worded, be powerless
to act. It however appeared from some of Sir Samuel
Hoare'’s replies that he was under the impression that
ademand which is reduced or rejeoted by the Assembly
could be taken tothe Upper Heuse, as under the present
Constitution. Butsfter some disoussion he too unhesi-
tatingly socepted Lord Salisbury’s interpretation of the
relevant proposal in the White Paper, that * although
the Council of Btate will have complete co-ordinste
suthority in respect of the Finance Bill, it will have
8 very much lower authority than the Assembly in
reepect of what ycu eall demands, cr what we should
call estimates,” 'When subsequent]y Sir Tej Bshadur
Bapru algo drew Sir Samuel Hosre's attention to the
deféctive werding of the White Paper from the point
of view of clearly bringing out the ides of co-equal
power for both Chambers, which be took care to make
olear that he did not favour, the Seorctary of Siste
premised to remedy the flaw when the Refcrm Rill
came to be drafted,

* * *
List of Central Subjects.

BTATES' ryepregentatives on the Jolnt Seleot
Ccmmittee made no secret of their strong dislike of
the proposed classifioation of Governmental functions
into only three categories : Federal, Provincial and
Concurrent. Their contention was that subjects
which were really Contral were included in the first
list and they therefore pressed that a fourth list of
thoee pubjects ehouvld figure in the Constitution Act.
In resisting the demand Sir Samuel Hoare said:

“... Itis not so much a quesiion of principle az a

question of eonstitutional convenlsnce, We have been
informed by our expert advisers that judging by the
experience of other Constitutions the fewer lists you have
the -better. The mare lists you have, the more opportu-
nity there is for litigation, and for a “No Man's Land™
between tha various lists, On that acoount, we have been
" wery anxions to keep the lists as few as poasible, and as
simple as possible, It was upon that ground, shiefly, that
we included all these Central Services, whether they are
Federal or whether they are British-Indian Centiral
Services, in one list; drawing, however, a gap bstwesn
the two, a3 Members of the Commiiies will Bee vpon page
115, and realising the whole time that the Princes are,
speaking generally, only contemplating coming in apon
the first 48 subjects. That is why we put these two
chapters into one list.”
Lord Balisbury, endorsing the Princes’ demand,
pointed to the impessibility of the gap being repro-
duced in the Act; but could hardly induce the Secre-
tary of State to make any substantisl modification in
his previous auswer.

Nominated Federal Ministers ?

SOME useful information was elicited In the
sourse of Sir Samuel Hoare’s examination before the

*

Joint Scleot Committee about the ten seats in the
Upper Federal Chamber left open to nominstion, by
the Governor-General. It is on the cards thaé to
four out of the ten, Siates’ representatives would be
nominated and the balance would, it was made clear
by the witness, be distributed among the different
communities in British India in such & manner that
the communal balance established by the Communal
Award would not be disturbed. However muoch one
may objeot to the principle of nomination itself, there
is very little in the manner in which the seats are to
be apportioned between the two parts of India with
which any fault can be found. But the real point
is whether the nominated members will be consider-
ed eligible for Ministerships. Sir Samuel Hoare's
affirmative reply to this question, joined to his com-
parigon of a nominated Minister to the inclusion of
a Peer in the British ministry, will be generally
regarded as very unsatisfactory and betokens a de-
plorable lack of appreciation on his part of the diffe-
rence between the political conditions in the two
countries. In replying to Mz Joshi's question,
* whether a man who is appointed Minister and fails
to secure eiection could be made a8 nominated mem-
ber,” the Secratary of State went so far as to prophe-
ey the occurrence of such instances, in the same
way ” as it has happened here that a man fails to be
elected a member of the House of Commons and he
is subsequently made a Peer.” It would have besr
well if the point bad been pursued further with a
view to finding out how many of such Peers, if
any, had so far foucd their way into the Ministry.
Ag can be eagily understood, it is one thing to msake
Peor of & man who is defeated at an election ; but it
is quite another to defy public opinion to the extent
of making him a Minister. Cf the latter wvarfety, it
is mora than doubtful if Sir Samuel Hoare could
have produced many instances, The nominated
Minister or Ministers, it was pointed out to him,
would help to blur the sense of responsibility of the
executive to the. legislature, But the Secrstary of
State merely contented himpelf with differing fromn
that view without assigning any reason. May we
hope that Indian delegates will leave no stone un-
turned to prevent nominated memberas being consi-
dered in connection with Ministerships ?
* * *

Arrangements for Transitory Period.

ARRANGEMENTS for the transitory period
between the introductiom of provireial antonomy
and the setting up of the Federal Centre contemplate
the continuance of the present Indian Legislature,
the removal of the 1imit on the wumber of Counseliora
to be appointed by the Governor-General, the vesting
of administrative control of Central Departments in
the Governor-Goneral and the suspension of the
operalion of provisions relating to the Council of
Ministers. This provision was interpreted in some
quarters as an attempt to endow the Governor-General
with virtually dictatorial powers in regard fo the
Centre. The apprehensions aroused in the public
mind by the relevant clause of the White Faper
ware represented to the Secretery of State by Mr. A,
Rangsswami Iyengar in a speclally prepared
memorandum. The contents of this memorandum
need not be referred to in detail, for before replying
to Mr, Iyengar’s .points, they were succinetly
summarised by 8ir Samuel Hoare withont any
challenge by the former. The Secretary of State
thus described the state of mind of Mr, Iyengar and
those whom he represented :

“He ia nervous of the autonomous Provinces being set

up, of the Fedaration not coming into being, and as a
result of the setiing up of the Autonomous Provinces the
exlating Central Government becoming something in the
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pature of Crown Colony Government.
the Viceroy's Coupell would coms to an end, and' that,
therefore, the Central Government would becoms & much
more personal kind of Government than it is at ‘the

present time.”
* * * *

Sir Samuel Hoare then assured the Committee
that that was not the Government’s intention. He
added :

“Our intention is to maie only such changes
in the Central Government during the transitory
period as will enable the autonomous provinces
to be set up, and as will ensure the autonomous
provinces having full opportunity for developing
their autonomy, Wae, therefore, propose tha
within those oconditions the Viceroy’s Couneil
would continue. Obviously, it would be sub-
jected to mlteration, both in its duties and also in
its personnel, but always remembering the change
that the sefting up of autonomous provinces has
made in the constitutional picture, we should go
on with the Cenfral Government as nearly what
it is now as it could he, assuming the conditions
that I have just defined. Again, as to the
legislature we should propose to meke no changes
in this transitory period in the methods under
which the legislature is constituted, We sghould
either continue the existence of the present
legislature, or if it looks as if the time of the
transitory period was longer than some might
expect, then we should have to make arrange-
ments for the re-election of a Central Legislature
but we should do it upon the present basis.”

He justified this course of action in the following
words : ‘
“We have definitely coma to the view, after a great deal
of thooght, that it is much wiser to deal with the transi-
tory period on those lines than it is to adopt any alterna-
tive method for making substantial transitory changes in
the Central Government. We think upon every ground
$hat that would be a mistake. In the first place, it would
make many people think that the pericd was not going to
be a transitory period at all, buat that it was a permanent
period that we were contemplating. BSecondly, I think
that, short of the larger changes that we are contempla t-
ing under out constitutional prooedure, the fewaer smaller
changes that are made, the better, from every point of
view, and partioularly from the point of view of stability,
+ « - the more you make arrangements that would make it
appear to be a permanent period, the more likely is that
Period to go on for an indefinite length.”

avtictes.

THE RELEASE AND AFTER.

T is & matter of intense relief and sstisfaction
that Mahatma Gandhi was, under seotion 401 (1}
of the Criminal Procedure Code, unconditionally

reloased on the 23rd inst. after a fast of just & week,
and a terrible tragedy which seemed imminent and
inevitable was averted, But the relief is not un-
mized with anxiety for the future. The release of
the Mahatma does not seem to indioate any ohange
of polioy on the part of the authorities, according
to inspired messages from Simla, If the Mahatma
oourted prison sgain, he would be allowed no
groater privileges than those which provoked the
last fast. Unoconditional releass, oivil disobedience,
jmil, restrioted freedom for Harijan work, fast,

He assumes that ]

Government or Harijan service ?

"hospital and , reloase—these seem to be the in-
evitable ares of the vicious circle. If this should
unfortunately be the case, will it enable the Mahatma
to undertake any work for the uplift of the Harijans
on which he is so much bent? It often happens fn
life that for the sake of the chief objective, others
have to be subordinated. If the Mahatma involves
himself in this circle, he can bave a personal duel
with the Gtovernment as to the adequacy of the faci.
lities for Harijan work but he will not be doing any
good to the Harijan cause which he has so much
at heart. Which is his chlef objective, when he
is not to have both—improving the morals of the
The parable
is not without present application whioh refers to
the oclaim of a mother and a stepmother to the posses-
sion of & child. When the shrewd judge proposed to
out up the baby and give each a half, the real mothex
immediately surrendered her claim in order that the
child’s life might be saved. '

But this is not to justify the ,action of the
Government in restricting the facilities., In the
interview which the Mahatma gave soon after his
relesse he published the letter of the Government of
India, dated the 3rd Nov. last whichk is absolutely
unequivocal in its acknowledgment of the special
stabus and responsibility of the Mahatma to do
Harijan service even from within the jail. The
orders run as follows +—

"“Qovernment of Indis resognise, in view of
considerations stated in Mz Gandhi’s letters of
Oectober '18th ‘and Qctober 24th, that if he is to
carry out the programme that he has set before
himself in regard to removal of untouchability,
which they had not before fully appreciated, it
is meoessary that he should have freedom in

regard to visitors and correspondence on matiers
strictly limited to removal of untoachability.

" They also racognise that if Mr. Gandhi's
activities in this matter are to bs fully effective, -
there ean be no restriotion on publieity.

“ As they do not wish to interpose obstacles to
Mr. Gandhi's efforts in connection with tha
problem of untouchability, they are removing
all restrictions on visitors, correspondence and
publioity, in regard to matters which, in Mr.
Gandhi's own words, * have no reference to Civil
Disobedionce and are strictly limited to removal
of untouchability.'

“ They note that Mr. Gandhi contemplates pre-
sence of officinls at interviews and iaspection
then and there of correspondence, should Govern-
ment at any time consider such procedure as
degirable.” _ '

It is wholly irrelevant to the point at issue
whether the Mahatma was a State prisoner or other,
Only a pettifogging Seoretariat underling will be
capable of the most stupid blunder that the Govern~
ment have made in going back on the understand-
ing of November last on the technical ground that the
Mahatma has not on this oocasion a State prisoner,
An instanoce of a more utter lack of imagination and
commonsense is diffioult to conceive, Whatever
be the legal and moral considerations, Governmen$
stand committed, and rightly, to giving unrestricted
facilities to the Mahatmsa in jail to carry on Harijaa

work and there was not the slightest justification for
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going baock on’ that commitment. It is also difficult

to forgive the Government for' not including in their

recent communique the orders of the Government of
- India of the 3rd Nov. Iast on which the Mahatma had
based his present claim, - It was not to be supposed
that the document would never see the light of day,
In withhnlding it from tbe publie, Government have
been guilty of an unworthy act of hitting below the
"belt and misrepresenting ' the Mahatma, -
It is to be hoped that, should -circumatances
_again unfortunately bring the Mahatms to the jail,
Government will not repeat their blunder. We
repeat the suggestion we made last week that If the
jeil discipline is disturbed by giving the Mahatma
theso facilities, Government should intern him in &
speocial bunglow and make him his own jailor, with
freedom to carry on any and every kind of con-
structive sooial work; shor@ of promoting civil
disobedience,

Far more Important than the .present duel bet-
ween the Mahatmsa and the Government is the future
of the country and the part to be played by the
Mahatms and the Congress:: Tho official policy of the
Congrees since the Poona Conferenoe is Individusl
civil disobedience. Not many have’ come forward to
offer it The Congress has ceased to function, There
is peace in the country—the peace of tho cemetry !

We . would -implore ; the . Mpehatma to read the
signs of the times, ar{ght ‘Whatever be bis estimate
of the chardoter of the present Government, it is not
shared by not Triconsiderable sections of ‘the people;
not all of whom are unpatriotio, “ Not many of those
who shared his opinion have Joined thé xanks of his
non-viclent ‘atmy axd gone to the front, ‘Of those
who did, the great me jorily have since retired from the
field for one reason or another,’ Now he is left almost
alone.‘—lhe general without the army. ~Not only
have they dropped cut but pleaded with him that they
were tired, they bad no desire to continue the civil
disobedience movement any longer, and begged him

LORD ROTHERMERE AND INDIA.

URING the past six months I bave been
watching very carefully the campaign which
is being ruthlessly conducted by the London
Daily Mail sgainst Indian aspirations. It has
consistently supporfed Mr, Winston Churchill, Lord
Lloyd and other Dichard Conservatives in the Hovses
of Parliament. It bas flooded the eountry with propa-
ganda of a very unscrupulous character against Mr.
Stanley Baldwin, It has opened its columns almoast
daily to the ‘India Empire Leagne’ which is the
most reactionary of all the organisations now enga-
ged in antl-Indian publicity work, This League
might almoet todey be called the organ of anti-Indien
ypropsganda.

The Daily Mail proprlotor, Lord Rothermere, has
become the passionate champion of this Die-hard
anti-Indian campaign. Money has: flowed inio the
League chest and it appears to be able to finance and
send out speakers wherever there is an opening and

toory ahalt and change the route. May not the
Mahatma listen to: the advice of his own followers,
who' have been .loyal to him and. who, at his com,

"mand, braved all repression and courted no

end of suffering and saorifies ? Let him not surrender
to the Government ; that would be a humillation, l.et
him not listen even to the advioce of those who may
compendionsly be ¢alled theConstitutionalists, whoall
along opposed his programme of civil disobedience-
But what of those who were his staunchest followers?
It it is a surrender, It is & surrender to friends, notto
foea; to love and not to forca. No body doubts the
courage of the Mahatma; he will face death itself
cheerfully in the interest of the country. If he changes
his policy, he will do it not because he is tirad of
sacrifice or lost faith in himself but because of his love
for his faithful disciples, who ask for a change. If he
would be s democrat, may he not listen to the voice of
his chosen people and mnot set his own personal
inoclination above their considered opinion? We would
beg the Mahatma, if we may, to call off civil disobe-
dience nltogel:her.—not a8 a surrender to the Govern-
ment but as a concession fo his own people. If there is
any disgrace in it, it will be due to his people and
not to himself. The greatest of reformers must work
‘with the paopIo ag he finds them, 'And if i:hay are
unable to rise to hia level, he must step down a bit
and accommodate himself fo their capacity if he

| would help them. Going to jail agsin by himseelf will

be herow, oortainly ; but it will. not help, the Hari-
jans or the nation as a whole.

' If once civil disobedience is callod off, the road
will be clear for constitutional actmn, whioh is badly
‘wanted. A combination, for instance, of the Mahatma
#nd '8ir Tej Bahadur Sapru would create such &
tremendous constitutional force in India as will tell
on the Bntish. Our dlvmona are our worst eneroy ;
and notwo peraons oan atl:ompt to minimise the

~ovil with greeter ohances of sucoess than the Mahat-

ma and 8ir Te] Bahodur Sapra.

t

T

also to obtain a very prominent plooe' in, the innue
merable provincial papers of Great Britain. The
Dasly Maid press itself is pyndicated, and a wholo
series of evening newspapera is allied to it. Buf in
addition to these allies, which are statellites of the
Daily Mail, there are. very many others of great
importance that have been oarried over by the inoreae
ging popularity of the ery of 'The Empire in Danger’
which the Dasly Mail has raised.

The Daily Express, for instance, with its 'two
million oiroulation, is not going to be outdone by the
Daily Mail, Lord Beaverbrock will never be
behindhand, when Lord Rothermere leads the way.
He will fry to‘go one better’ and he is doing this
with regard to India, The Evening Standard is now
by fer the most powerful and influential London
evening newspaper. Ita ocirculation has at- last
exceeded 2,000,000, while the Eveming News, which is
allied to the Daily Mail, ia still under 1,000,000.
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Both these evening papam ran «one another wery bmrd
in -their cry of the * Empire in Dangsr.” Betweeh
ther, they practically :bontrol the evening press of
the Metropolis, with its ten wmillion populstion; for
the Star, whioh isthe only Liberal paper, has a
comparatively small circulation compared with these
two big evening ‘ Dailfes. *

- Lord Rothermere himself has become a prota-
gonigh in this gigantio battle, He has obtained some-
one to * brief ™ for him and to Furbish up his argu-
ments, He poses always as an authority, though he
is nothing of the kind, Besides admitting, at catefully
chosen intervals, articles by Mr. Winston Churchill
and Lord Lloyd into hia leading columns he also ocou-
pies.thisspace himself and fills the middle with articles
of the crudest character, calling India “Grent Britain's
possession * which has been won by the sword of our
forefathers and must be maintained by the sword,
The Rudyard Kipling type of Englishman is get for-
ward as the ideal fo be aimed at—the man who will
shoulder the white man’s burden” ‘whila the * sflent
sullen people’ of the Eag} watch him at work, Nof:hing
can be more. repulsive than the pattern’ he ‘thus
sets up, before the youth of England of the snperior
white man, and as long as that- idea qbntinueg to be
held there is nothing to be done except ‘to resist it
with all one’s might, Quite recenily this strong tnan’s
policy has had & most unfortunate boom from ‘thé
Nazi propaganda in Germany. We are told by Herr
Hitler in his book “Mein Kampf” that” it is this
strong-willed Englishman whom he admir‘as;' “eBpo=
cially in India.

Lord Rothermere goes further st:l"[ ini his | argu-
ment, His second line of attack is on the side of
oupidity and greed. Great Britain, he says, has grown
rich onher Indian trade. This In&mn market pro-
vides one-fifth of the income of every British house-
hold. No family in Great Britain will be unaﬂ'eoted
if, by our own folly and stupidity, we loge that
market | Therefore thero must be no refaxing at all
of the British hold on Indial Lord Irwin did
this very thing and at once sll -went.to pieces,
(so Lord Rothermers explains what happened )J
but Lord Willingdon has applied just in
the nick of time the strong hand again and all
is quiet, The British Government has only to keep
that strong hand on India and all will go well, But
ovce relax and go back to Lord ¥rwin's
policy and all will go to pieces, Every day
this propagands of the * strong hand" goes on and
the younger generation in Enogiand, in so faras it
admires Herr Hitler and Mustafa Kemal and Musso-
lini, gives ear to this Rothermere ‘ doctrine. Even if
the “strong hand *’ would hot .succeed in England it
is absolutely essential {se they are taught at achool
for those “lesser breeds-without the law” nbout whom
Kipling writes to be governed in this magpner. The
mischief that is thue done is almoat incredible, and
i has become very hard indeed in this time of posk-
war disillusionment to qounteract Lhis definite Faar
eist spirit, as applied fo the Hast, It is etrongly cap-

turing Central and Southern Europe and its reperousr
alon is being felt in England, _

. The task atgumentof :Lord Rothermere is based
oh populaiion.’ He peinta to Japan with ita inoroass
of 1,000,000 ianm single year, and -declares that ithe

| vast exeess of population in- Great Britain wes due

to the same tause as that of Japan , namely * Empires
building.,’ The British found all the food for this
over-population out of her Indisn market Theres
fore, if wé -onoe lose this Indian trade,. our surplus
milljons will starve: our unemployed will be double
the number which we mee to-day.

‘How far thers is any trath in this argument it
is difficult to say: but L.ord Rothermers never
considers the Indian side of the same picture. What
about Indians starving to givefood to Great Britain ¢
Heo never faves -this directly, But indireotly e
turns the argument Tound by picturing the ‘chamber
of horrore’ that India 'would become if Grest Britaia
left India to its own devices. I luridly pictures,
in that case, another China and turns away from thg
grosdly selfish. argument to the nsent;,menta.l_ly roman-
tio. “Wae could never forgive ourselves,” he ories, “'if
we saw indian poor people massacred and looted by
bandifs &8 they are ianhma._ To . contemplate this
is to understand what a.* base 'betrayal it would ba, -

xﬂEnahndleﬁJndi&" TR
. c.F. ANDREWA,

INDIA.’S MDNETARY POLICY

EVERAL meorhrgi events have takon placo
S during the last faw weeks whch p.reqf great
mgmﬁca.noa to the monetary 8 aoonomw
fature of this couniry. “Whatever_else the World
Economo Conference ‘achieved ‘or failed to-achlev?,
it hag Jed at least to two dévelopments which, from
the Indian standpoint, it mast be admitted, bid fair
to dominate our fuhire eoonomw wellbeing to &
groater or less degree. In the first ‘plate, the Sllver
Agreement, slgned by I;he silver-producing ‘and
silver-using countries, has’ made it fessible for this
country to unload its unwanted silvef on the world
market without let or hindrance and without any
boart-burning. For .some. time past the currency

| authorities of - this eountry have-been disposing of

their silver stock and oonsolidsting their gold posi-
tion. Whether or not this is & wise move on theik
part we shall disouss in & moment. But one fact is
cortain, and it ia that this Silver Agreemént is &
definite step in the otherwise faltaring progressof
monetary affairs in this and other countrfes for some
loug time past. Secondly, as an offshoot of the World
Economic Conference deliberations, the warious
delegations of the Empire eountries have et and
have entered into a paoct of oo-operation for evolving

-a common monetary policy for the Empire as a whole:

No doubt this paot is just a reaffirmation of asimilas
agreement arrived at at Ottawsa, but the fack that up.
til now practical action in regard .to $hat agreement
was allowed to be postponed in the hope that some sor
of world consensus might be achieved at the World
Eoonomic Conference and that this hope has been
now dashed 40 the ground, makes the new pach all
the more significant and full of potentialities, Third-
ly, the Resarve Bank OCommities have conaludsd
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‘thelr deliberations .and signed their Raport, and it is
only & matter of time for ¢he pros and cons of the
Reaarve Bank to bb again debated and the old battles
fought all over again. .In view of these ontstanding
.events, & bscomes nsvessary to examine onve agafn
the question of India’s monsetary and exchangd
polioy with s view to chalking out a path for its
A£uture coutse, for we-are now on the threshold of
dovelopments in this direction whiok are tapable of
making or marring our destinies as & nation. <

It is very gratifying indeed that our financial
-satraps of Delhi bave after all come to the conolue
-pion that the continuous prooess of headlong deflation
through which thils country was put during ‘the last
deonde or so, both as a result of indigenous and of
world forces, nesds now to be reversed. It was the
one glaring fact on which all the disagreeing dele»
-gates of the World Economio Conferenee heartily
agreed—this need for vaversing the course of “falling
world prices, although the remedies prboposed by them
‘fowards that end showed marked ‘divergencies asto
character and content. Some proposed & purely
monetary reflation brought about by the pumping of
Ppurchasing’ power into the body soonomic ;- éthers

-proposed public works schernes to make the reflation
more tea] “and -of permanent wvalwe, This ¥ not
the place to reiterate ¥aots of arguments as to why
the World ‘Economis Oonference failed to achieve
even seeming unity on these highly essential mattera
Assome voonemio thinkers put it, perhaps the greatest
merlt of the World Eéonomie Oonferénce !a# in that
it helped fo olarify issues and the theotetical bases of

‘the methodolagy of controlling the depression. Never

theless, it must be admitted that one important cons
sequence bf the disillusion oreated by the failure of
‘the Conference has been that the nations of the world
are more and more adhering to the dootrines of ssif-
sufficiency, “of economic isolation and of advance
planning “Each one for himself and ‘the devil
take the hindmost " has now come to be the motto of
these jnded enthusinsts of international ecooperation
-and fellowship.

8o long aa this country wason the gold exchahge
:standard or gold exchange-sum-bullion. standard, it
was impossible for it to esoape - the ‘consequences of
falling gold prices. 'For several well-known reasons
the monetary authorities in India have for long pra-
forred the sterling-rupee mexus to any alternative
schema of maungement, irrespootive of its merits or
demerits, Their unwillingness to sever that conneo-
tion virtually meant the dragging of the economy of
this oountry down the slippery slope of deflation. The
precious metals have for generations past exeroised a
magioal Influence on the minds of atateamen of all
nations and it was no wonder that frantio offorts
were made till September 1931 to keep sterling onm
gold, although it was  becoming daily cleares and
olearer that adherence to gold meant simply aggrava-
tion of those financial dificulties of England and the
sterling block, such as adverse balances of ‘trade and
g¢ forth, which it wasthe vonoern of these statesmen
to surmount all the tims. It was one of the best
things that could bappen to the world in general, and

to the sterling group and this country in parl:ioulan._
ftrat storling made its deparbure from gold ;n Septhu-
bor 1931, -

In the altered oircumstances the sterlingiruped
nexus, instead of becoming a load round the nask of
Iodian trade, hes now becoine a source of groat sevr-
rity in & whirl of world-wide unobrtainty. There
are indeed those who rightly assert that the stetlinge
rupee’ hexus was not a sine qua non for thé ‘hew
fresflom that we now (share with Engiand in nohe-
tary matters. Even if indepondently wo hadl beett bk
the gold standard, our departuré from gold -bowld
have given tho same relief to trads whioh hss oW
resulted from ewsier price-levels :at horve ad sbioad
in torms of the rupse. Nevertheless wo must grant
that in the pressnt world situation, so long as sberling
has not bound itself éhrough & pogged sxohange W
either dollar ur franc but maintains an indépendeit

“oareer of its own, adherence to the sterling exohatipgs

standard has many advantages $o wémmeird itaelP
As English sconomisis like Cannan and Keynes havé
been. complaining, howeven, .Consorvative opinivh
has not orystailised in this connectioh amil it & stHY

' vacillating tbetwuett A& puccac gold standard and an
exchange standard of wome kind.

Therefore, the
agreement emtered into by the Empire delegations
to maintain parity with sterling and to form what
Sir ‘Basil Blackett: characteristioaly desoribetiis &
sterlingaric wmust bo admitted to be'only u halhmes~
sure, in so far as it loaves Great -Britain free to'make
its ewn' choioe 'as to" the standard, regardless of the
figods of the other parts of the Empira, It wonid be
utterly imprudant dor us o give oursblves up 1o the
teader meroies of London High Finanos, whioch will
apparently give prime consideration to its owi ‘eoh-
venience and profit in the managoment of steriing,
It must be understood that inter-impetial co-operation
and control are an -essential prerequisite éo the
formation of a sterling area—a faet whioh unfortna
nately has, it scams, esoaped the atteﬁhoﬂ of th -
Empire delegations.

. 'The present monetary policy of the vamm‘oﬂ
of India has this in common with that of the Britidh
Government, that both the governments seem to ba
singularly hazy as to the future course of adtion.
In this regard Simla perhaps is a little better, bevause
it has at least dome its religious duty: of pegging thé .

| rupee exchenge at 18d., and has agreed to follow the

lead of London. Both the Indian and the Britis®
authorities howover seem to be nursing a hope of
somé kind of return to the gold standard, sooner od
Iater, Luckily publio opinion in Qreat Britain has
enjoyed the fruits of monetary freedom too long to ba
anxious te effect a premature return #o gold.  Pablis
opinion in this country, however, has sinece the &ays
of the Fowler Commission insistently olamoured foir
an orthodot gold currency standard of the real old
kind and in its recent precccupation with the ratie -
sontroversy has not had the opportunity to taste the
bitter-sweet of the gold standard, Yis childish fored
tress - for - gold will Indeed dis hard. Buf on whak'
plausible ground except perhaps that of Anancial com
servetism oan the monetary mubhérities in this bousis -
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fry commit themselves and the future of economic
India to the old, Iong-exploded fetish of gold? Yet
apparently that is what they appear to have in mind,
what with their silver sales and gold accumulations
and bullion backings for the proposed Reserve Bank,
Gold is an international standard; adherence to it
might at the ‘most give us a stability of exchanges
and foreign trade ; it cannot by any stretch of imagi-
nation secure infernal sfability of frade for this
oountry. To sacrifice the needs of internal trada,
which is several fimes more voluminous than our
external trade, for the interesis of a minority of the
nation is to spoil the ship for a ha' pennyworth of tar,
It is to be hoped that the Indian Government will
take all these points into consideration before finally
wedding itself to a.gold standard. At-the moment
the sterling-rupes connection ie,right enough .and.its
Fudieious use will certainly benefit -India, but blind
adherence. either, to sterling or gold or to both must
deprive this country once more of that freedom .of
aotion as regsards internal management of prices
which is a matter :of paramount importance to its
economio life and structure:
B.P. ADARKAR.

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA.

BE attitude aﬂopted by France and England re-
garding the .Austro-Germsn incidents, their

___common official protest at the German Foreign
Ministry, and the negative reply from Germany,
are too significant for the present state of internatio-
nsl relations to remain unnoticed. Even before the
Frenoh and English “démarches,” -Italy had made
unofficisl and friendly representations to Germany
on the same ground.

The reply to France and England has come as a
painful surprise. The Germans pretend that throwing
hostile documents sgainst the Dollfuss Government
on Austrian territory, from German asroplanes, and
addressing anti-Governmental propaganda by wire-
less to the Austrian people, is not inconsistent with
existing treaty obligations, nor with the promise
made by Germany to respeot Austria’s independence,
This sounds a little bit 1ike when Mr. Goebbels says:
“Christ cannot have been a Jew. There is no need to
yrove it soientifically. It is so."”

But Germany’s interference in the home affaira
of the Viennese Government is conaidered by France
and England as contrary to the spirit of the Four
Power Pact. On the other hand, the Germans consi-
Zer the Interference of France and England in the
German-Austrian dispute as “inadmissible. *

And the Hitlerians continue to plesse them-
selves. While the ambassadors of France and Eng-
land were politely voicing their remonstrances, an
Austrian patrol was being shot on the Bavarian fron-
tier by German volunteers lying in ambush
by the roadside, and similar incidents have oconrred
agsin since then. :The propaganda against the
Austrian Government is still being carried on, after
several days have elapsed. The speeoch by Herr
Hebicl':nt. broadeasted from Munich, has oreated a
sensation In that way, From one end to the other it
is an attack diverted against the present Government
and an appeal to overthrow it at elections. Herr
Habioht is a German member of the Nazi Party, per
sonally appointed by Hitler last year with the task
of organising the Naz{ campaign in Austria, from
which country he has lately been expelled, Other

speeches must in the same tone have been broadoasted*
during the following days. '

Germany knows only too well that she has not
much to fear from -France, England and Italy,
beyond verbal indignations, and that she can safely.
go on applying to Austria the tactics which have
proved so successful in establishing Hiflerian cone
trol over Germany, '

An important centre for propaganda and espion-
age has been discovered in Vienna. The plans of
the Nazis are to organise: agitation for general
elections, which would be “managed” so as to
return & large Nazi majority; spying, effective-
ly conducted, espscially among oivil servants;
recruitment of an adequate legionary foree, compo-
sed of Austrians but kept in reserve in Germany to
be used inside Austria at the given moment ; an ener-
gotic sabotage of the economic plans of the present
Austrian Government, this sabotage being meant to
inereass unsmployment; and to. foment discontent
and despair among the population. '

The documents seized -also prove thatthe Ger-.
man minister to Austria has been. actively support-.

'ing the anti-Aurtrian movement by all kinds of

means, making liberal use of the special facilities
enjoyed by him owing to his -official and diplomatic

- poeition, The whole scheme was perfectly organiged
' on the German side as ‘well as. in various Austrian
“centres ready to receive orders.

Comments in the French .Press have a different.
character acocording K to their origin. The Radical.

 press supporta the view, which is also expressed by

many English papers, that the German - answer was-
raslly a bluff meant to save Hitlerian prestige inside-

_Germany, and that- the representations made by

France, England and Italy will bear their fruit, It is.
fair, they asy, to wait for pome time before forming.
a final opinion upon the Germsans' real intentions.
Germany must be judged by her acts, not by her
worde. ' )

But the Prasg of the Right is certainly mnot so
conciliatory. Several papers consider that the pre-.

gent attitude of Germany proves the inefftciency of
' the Four Power Pact and will deal one more fatal

blow fo the authority of the League of Nations,
Others deplore that the provisions of the Four Power-
Pact are lacking in precision and that no sanotions
have been foreseen against those who do not reapeot
their engegements. These omissions awe ~considered,
by some to be one of the chief causes of the present
incidents,

M. Piorre Bernus, in the Journal des Débals
accuses the French Press of trying to hide the failure
of the Franco-British “ demarche ", encourging there-
by ignorance in public opinion, with a view to legi~
timate offioial inaction in the matter. _

Ana matter of fact, the Germans have not ful-

filled the promises given privately to the Italian
Government of stopping the aggressive propaganda

whioh had given rise to internationsl anxiety.

The argument put forward that Hitler is obliged-
to reckon with German publio opinion and save-
appearances by an open negative answer, while.

 seoretly giving assurances of future good behaviour,

hardly holds good in the present case, “ Distinotion
between inner and outer polioy is rarely justified in
our time ", says M, Bernue, “ it certainly cannot be
applied to Hitlerian Germany, who professes a-.
perfectiy unified policy of absolute pan-Germanism.
inside &8 well as outside the country.”

The assurances givem to Italy have no lasting.
value since the Reich does not give up considering.
Austria as his domain and goos on preparing a Nasi
revolution there, '
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" Yet, Hitler has proved that he can act diplomati-

eally, It is not impossible that an ' order will be"

given fo carry on milder propaganda snd stop ascro-
plane inoursions on Austrian territory for s time.
International opinion, reassured, may then safely go
to zleep again. ' ‘ .

The Editor of the American Review Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Hamilton Fish Armstrong, givesa fair
idea of thal kind of tactics in a little book called
“‘ Hitler's Reich"”, which he has just published on
hig return from (Germany. He happened to be in
Danzig just after the Nazis had come into power,
and was surprised to see that they treated the Poles
more kindly than might have been expected. He
questioned one of the Nazi chief who replied: *We are
simply holding Danzig for Hitler, so that it can be
Incorporated into the Reich as soon as the order will
be given ”. . In the meanwhile, diplomacy must be
used. And Mr, Armstrong conecludes: “In other
words, here as well as in Austris, Hitler's plan is

anltimetely to be the master, to excite or to calm the.

population according to circumstances, to jrritate or
4o appease his foreign opponents mocording to
political necessities, until he manages to assimilate
the country to the German Reioh,”

Old traditional formulas, amicable representa-
‘tions, recourse to the mechanism of the League of
Nations—all these are of no avail when one has to
face & people trained to the daily use of the most
brutal means, and who reckons upon the ignorance,
the weakness, and even in ocertain oases upon the
cowardios of other nations, to establish its dgmina-
tion, ** But ", says the Journul des .Débats
German people would listen to energetic language.
If they are not made to understand that right will
by served by might, in the present European ciroum-
E:aimata oatastirophes will happen...and peace, will

ost.” "

Certain papers advooate oonfidential steps ;m the

excited or exslted, while on the gontrary a publio
warning might prove much more efficient, on the
condition that it should express s firm will and leave
no soope for doubt,

The open provooations of Germany against tha
Austrian Government do not concern Germany and
Austria only, These incidents raise a most serious
and vital question of prinoiple in international rela-
tions. Deliberate blindness to facts can lead to the
worst oconsequences. Thoss who are in power at
present can no longer cultivate irresponsibility
without gravely endangering world peace and
respect for any international agreements. ‘

L. MORIN.

One Londan Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL,)
( From Our Qorrespondent, )
. LoNDON, August 18.
MAHATMAJI'S LATEST, ‘

ITH the news that, faithful to his leader, Mr.
~Aney has sought and found imprisonment onoce

more, oomes the still more important news

that the Government of Bombay have capitulated to
Mahatma Ggmdhi. and have allowed him, subject to
certain restriotions and limitations, to carry on his
Harijan wor}c, despite the fact that he is now a
convictad prisoner, and no longer a * State " detenu.
Common seuse should hava diotated so reasonable an

“ the-:

it ",

e

sccommodation long before the position became
acute. It would appear, from the new facts that have
80 far reached here, that the prison authorities did,
last week, permit him the desired facilities, and then,
for some unknown reason, withheld them again this'
week, with the result that might have been easily
anticipated. 'Why this foolish step was taken or
upon whose instructions requires some explanation.’
Apart nltogether from the particular aet of folly on
the part of the authorities concerned, it is beyond
ordinary understanding, why they rode for a fall
like this. They must have known of the possibility
of some such thing occourring, if they had at all
thought out the implications of the Mahatma's
determination to return to prison. They had made-
all arrangements, this time, for his  prosecution and
his confinement as an "A" clags prisoner. 'What had
happened between his realease from detention until his-
new imprisonment to alter the character of the dis-
tinguished rebel, his interest in the untkouchability.
problem, and the manner in whieh, i might. be.
supposed, he would deal with it, is a matter upon:
which it is unnecesgary to speculate. Either the.
situation was, essentially, notwithstanding a change-
of status as a prisoner, exactly what it had beet on:
the point of the Mahatma’s continuing his socisl re-.
form propaganda in this respeot, or it had fundament--
ally altered, If the former, it should have been made.
olesr to all concerned that he was to be allowed
facilitiea for it. If the latter, not even a threatened
fast should have movad the authorities, unless they
have reslised that foolish prison rules ought to bes
permitted fo override the common sense of providing
non-labour prisoners with useful methods of occeupy-

ing leisure, and preferably suoh as they themsclves

would choogs, Even criminal oconviots should be
sllowed to work  with the grain ” and not “ against
However that may be, at this distance it locks
es though the Bombay Goverament had been ag little,

ground that German opinion should mot ba unduly - presocient as possible or else having taken .their

stand upon one line of action or inaction, they have,

' under the compulsion of a stronger will than their

own or fesr of consequences upon public opinion if,
as & result of persistence in their intended oourse, the.
Meshatma perished on their hands, withdrawn from
that attitude, Had Mr. Sen-Gupta died &s a free man
he would have been revered as a genuine patriot who
had made great saorifices for the country’s welfara,
Tha faot that he died as a State prisoner will be im-
puted to the Government for an offence against the
nation. How much worse, then, had the authorifies
proved inflexible and Mr. Gandhi had pursued his
intention to commit suicide in protest 2gainst a cal~
lous official refusal to exercise a general tolerance
fowards a distinguished, if eccentric and unique,
prisoner held in wide esteom asthe mdst eminent
Indisn of his day and one of the great religious and
social reformers of our {ime? They could nof have
put the position lower than thab, however strong-
ly they might differ from his political views or even
his social reform methods, Even the Bombay Gov-
ernment, amply as it reocognisea the good dons by the
Salvation Army in human uplift, does not necessa-
rily adopt its brass band and big drum methods of
propagandal As it is, the Mshatma has again won,
the fast ie called off almost ag soon as begun, and the
prestige of official authority has received another
check, From eix thousand miles away, it does not
look as if the dispute was worth it. Nobody, of
course, will be punished for this fresh oocasion of
fatuity. But why cannct it, even under a bureau-
cratic system, be penalised, so that the people can
know, not only that someone has blundered, but thak
he has suffered for it,ta0? '

Since the above lines were written we are infor-
med that Mr, Gandhi has changed his mind and thnt;'.
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being dissatisfied with the conditions laid down for
bim by the Government, and which it wes supposed
that he had accepted, for the continuation of his work
on behalf of the untouchables, he has resumed bis
fast. ' A further telegram from the Times' Simla cor-
respondent states that “ from past experience it was
obvious that Mr. Gandhi would insist on the whole of
his demand, whether part was conceded or not. At-
tention is drawn here to his omission to try to do
anything for the Harijans during his recent activi-
ties when he was out of prison.” The message adds
that * resentment against Mr. Gandhi's methods has
already found expreseion among the orthodox Hindus
of Bombay.”

To those, like ourselves in this country, it
seems equally obviousthat, if Mr. Gandhi was certain
to demand the whole and not be eatisfied with the
part, it would have been not merely wisdom, but
ordinary plain common sense, as & result of past
experience, once it bad been decided not to withhold
facilities from Mr. Gandhi on the score of his change
of statue, to have conceded the whole. The authori-
ties at Yeravda had managed very well on the previ-
ons oocasion, notwithstanding certain incomveni-
ences to those concerned, and there was no reason to
suppose that they could not cope with the situation
again. Moreover, Mr. Gandhi, though not a State
prisoner, in the technical sense of the term,is so ina
general sence, his sole offence having been the
technical refusalto obey an order issued to him
under a special law that now forms part of the ordi-
nary law of the country. Apd in the eves of his
oountrymen and of foreigners, he is the most eminent
onaptive in India today.

‘Whether or not he did anything for the untoucha-
bles after his release, Mr. Gandhiis entitled fo ssy
fthat he was not a free man and that his Congresa
colleagues looked to bim for leadership and advice
on the major issues of its own methods and policy.
Circumetances prevented him devoting himself to the
canse to which, whilst atill in jail, he had committed
himeself, without, however, renouncing the olaims of
other imperative matters. All this may have been
disconcerting to friends snd opponents alike;
but it would be unfair to make too wuch of it.

Ags to the objections of Bombay orthodox Hindus,
the message is vague, mnd it is strange that the
Bombay correspondent has not referred to them in
any of his messages, nor do they appear in any other
dispatoh from Bombay. Apart from that, surely
guch matters are irrelevant., The orthodox will
always protest againat Mr. Gandhi’s methods, mainly
becauee they object to his aims, There is nothing
new in that.

WHAT NEXT FROM THE CONGRESS?

If Mr. Aney rendered little service to the nation
in following the Mahatma's injunction to resort to
individual disobedience and in ordering the dis-
solution of sll Congress  organizations—including,
presumably, the very fabrio of the Congress itself—
ho rendered s very real and useful service to his
countrymen when he allowed Mr, Kanitkar’s bold
and devastating speeches at the Poona Conference to
be published for all the world to read. Not
Maharashtra alone, but all India may be pardonably
proud of Mr. Kanitkar’s independence of judgment,
courageous attitude, and comstructive suggestion.
He undoubtedly possesses many of these qualities of
leadership for which the country-—and many outside
India—~must be earneetly looking, if effective
guidance is to be found for the national forces in the
diffioult days ahead, The next ten years are goiog to
bo vital tq India's welfare, and unless the country

n throw up leaders, comparable with and even ex-
welling the great men of the past, her progress will be

slow, uncertain, and irresolute to a degree involving
calamity. Hard as is the way of the nation-builder
in normal times, it becomes arduous almost beyond
endurance in times of crigis, -And yet it is jusk such
times that often—though not invariably—throw up-
just the kind of leadership that a new age and new
circumstances most require. Henoce it is that many
friends of Indian politieal progress, looking at the
dark clouds abvut the work ahead, are anziously
hoping and eagerly expecting that India will once
sgain, from her great resources of mind, spirit and
action, produce the gallant and intelligent leadership
that wiil adapt itself with sufficient flexibility to the
nation’s and the world’s needs, so that India's ove-
fifth of all humanity may not drag the rest of the
race back from its gosl of noble achievement, but
may contribute a force and an impulse that will lead
it more rapidly and more securely to its great
objective.

Rreviews.

REALISTIC INTERPRETATION OF
WORLD FACTS.

THE GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND OF
MCODERN PROBLEMS. By H,J. FLEURE.
( Longmens.) 1932, 17om. 85p. 1/~

THE education of the wotker -in England isas well
planned as it is comprehensive, There is no branch

| of hume knowledge but is introdnced into thé mind

of the worker in a manner intelligible  and agreeab'e
tohim. In this book, Mr. Fleure like the oonsum-

mate wizard of geography that he is, scquaints the

worker with a view of world conditions as they are

inflisnced by geographical factors. With a fasci-
nating skill he traces the evolution of the world from

its crude beginnings to its present state of aggres-
give economic nationalisms inspired by coal and iron.

By reason of the mountainous nature of the country
whioh abounded with the vine and the olive, Greece
laid the cradle of 1ater European institutions which

assumed whimgical forms aoccording as geographical
conditions differed. Rome which was cut out for a.
wider economy was broadbased in political character
and it became undemoocratic as ite rule extended be-

yond the ity walls. As the Roman Empire became

far-flung, the Roman civilisation also spread apace
with its roads which helped to inspire commercial

activity boyond its narrow confines. The develop-
ment of this economic germ life in other countries
of Europe proceeded along dissimilar lines and with

the rise of Christianity, military and ecclesiasticsal

autocracies came into being as in Spain sapping in-

dividual ipitiative so as slmost to prevent
“the growthof a middle class or of the power of
trade, " with the pathetio result that * modern

Spain hasseen a good many of her resources ex-

ploited by foreigners.” In the non-romaniged ooun-

tries of Central Europe * initial difficulties were too

great to permit the richer forms of expression that

help to make a oity."”

On the whole the rigidity of settled rural econ-
omy. of early Europe remsined more or less intact
and * though local might give place to regional self-
gufficiency, and undoubtedly has done so, the funda~-
mental sooial idea of a European pessantry has been
that of produotion for;home uee rather than commer-
cial farming in which profit is &' main aim. At
least this was largely true until the vast increase of
the smenities of town life and the commeroial-
jndustrial fever began to penetrate the peasantries.
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“1ate in the nineteenth century.” Only gradually did
-thig. oonservatism give way before the needs of
goographieal expansion based on linguistie affinities
-and thus it was that there came into vogue larger
self-sufficiency systems.

A gelf-centred peasantry however persisted evan
in places where the torch of Roman civilisation
was kept alive by Bishops, * Thus a European con-
solousness, of a kind, came into existence -side by
gide with the local consciousness of the peasantry
-and it'exprassed itself in.ecities, especially in bighops'
cities,” . .

France alone obstinately sought advancement
along the line of least resistance by forging bonds
of a domestio "commercial union between the pea-
sant and the town, " Itis only through a realisa-
tion of this development that we cam hope to under-
.stand modern France with its anxiety to make in-
ternal production and exokange the main features of
its commercial life, its intense patriotism, its desire
for stability, its great road system, its legalism, its
ideal of a moderate population, its fear of the
-overgrown industrisl units, especially of the Ger-
man one.”

For lack of the French thoroughfares of inter-
nel commerce, the ojty in Germany grew in impor-
tance as it took advantage of the stream and the
foreat path. In the North, the seaport and its
aotivity facilitated the emergence of the Hangseatic
League. But as in Brilain, the far-fetched commer.
©¢isl aspirations weakened the union between the
. ;town and the country. In Russia, the land} of
7 Agiatio twilight'' as Lord Acton so aptly put it, the
extreme winter and summer discouraged the
growth of individualism. In modern  times the
~group oonaciousness of old, now rather aftenuated,
.servad ag the foundation on which ecommunism’
-raised its edifice, The Soandinavian region, which
.was faced by the surplus population of Northmen,
-entered into the wide waters of international trade
.in & manner unknown to the rest: of the then
Europe, :

Conelugively therefore, as Mr. Floure obsgerves,
“'the student of European life cannot but become
inoreasingly oonscious of diversities of social ideals
related to diversities of experience. To many an
Englishman, Adem Smith’s “Wenlth of Nations”
-gseems slmost nxiomatio in its opinions; to many a
Frenchman, (German and Pole, the publication of
-those dootrines appears in retrospect ms a portent of
the ensuing aggresaion of English industry upon the
markets of other paoples. The reaction to the accu-
mulation of capital in such unprecedented guantities
in British hands has been a growing nationalism,
‘which all admit is spreading 8 commerocial paralysis
throughout the continent and the rest of the world”.

_ The growth of population and a high standard
of its maintenance neoessitated the political, colonial
or economio expansion of the European peoples into
other lands which oame of use as the foeders of their
industry and the consumers of finished produots.

The sharp variation in the climafe of Australia and

its physical festures discouraged the growtk of the
venl .peasantry .spirit, whereas in Argentina the
national conditions fostered pessant farming, howso-
over unremunerative, Such fluctuation in the for-
tunes of the colonies and mearkets “react with special
intensity on England whers there has been such a
-dangerous development of depsndence on income from
investments abroad, under many ciroumstances a
preoarious form of revenus, Inthe three years the
total annually recieved by Great Britain is said to
hgve dimxm.shed from 275 to 160 millions and it is
highly unlikely that if » measure ol prosparity

‘yeturns to the debtor countries, they will bs able to

allow vast sums to be get aside to continue indefinj-
tely large interest payments.”

!
The monsoon lands of Asis, inspiteof their in-
dividual oharacteristios, have contribnted enormous-
1y to the wealth of the world and “promise to conti-
nue into the future probably as richly, as it has
maintained itself for well over 4000 years”, Indim
being the apple of the world’s eye, possessing com~
paratively easy passage into it, became a prey to
foreign incursions which bred in the people exclusive
group instincts of the most inhospitable type, in
sharp contrast with China, which “is conspiouous for
the lack of effective stratifieation in its population;

oaste is unknown.” i

The world of to-day teaches bitter lessons to
mankind by reason of the fact that the people of dig~
tant lands brush shoulders with one another like
neighbours who counteract distance by speed and
“at the same time the accaleration of scientific
invention has made machinery.gaout of daks so
quickly that industry is aun unstable conditiom.
Counntries, whether European or non-European, strive
to produce as much ag possible. of. what they need,
and at the same time to make surpluses for expork
to shrinking markets,” :

To the Britisher in partioular; Mr.  Fleure has a
special word of warning which needs to be taken tp
heart by him in a penitential spirit. ' o

4 It is probably the most important task of the soming
generation in Britain to seek modificationn: of one present
schemes which shall eass away the feax of other natianm
liks our French neighbour lest the overgrown industrial
populations overwhelm their social system, whioh works
towarda s0 different a goal and emphasises the value of
stability, which shall so adjust our relations with men of

" other colour as to ease away their fear that-the future will
keep them as hewersof wood and drawers of water awd
which shall find some way to keep alive amongst us that
freedom of thought ond instiative for which our fathers have
struggled se long. ...Reliance on export trade is likely
to be mora precarious in the future even than it has been
in the past... The problem is a far deaper one of providing
a measure of liberty, stability, seourity, differently inter-
preted by different peoples the world over bacauss of their
differant experiences and diverse meutal activities in the
very diverse environments they are irying to adapt to
their needs.” (Reviewer's italios.)

The book is a geographical reading of world-
faots in their most realistio perspective. IF geogra-
phical eduoation in Indis were  imparted in the
manner that Mr, Fleure has done here, economie
advancement of the people will take ocare of
itself.

K. VENUGOPAL Rao.

HISTORY OF BUDDHIST LITERATURE.

INDIAN LITERATURE IN CHINA AND THE
FAR EAST. By PROBHAT K. MUKERJL (Greater
India Sooiety, Caloutta) 1951. 25cm. 334p,

THIS is 8 very scholarly work, baing ™ the eutire
history of Buddhist Sanskrit Jiterature ag preserved
in Chinese translation, whether the original is
extant or extinet.” We are actually given to under-
gtand that most of these books are unknown in Indis,
becauss tha originals are lost. A# the end of the
volume, Prof, Mukerji has given a list of about 350
Saaskrit books - translated into Chinese.
Mugkerji, therefore, deserves our best thanks, foe
without his book it would not ba possible to estimate
adequately what a world force Irifliu was af the times
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" v‘_vhen Buddhism.:waa briumphant. It tells us. of the

spread of Buddhist faith in China and other paris of
Hastern Asis. Ineidentally, the writer discusses

-whether Hinduism could be regarded ms a religion,
-and’ whether Buddhist culture could not be regarded

-as Hindua culture.

It tells us of the eulture.contact

‘between India and the rest of the Buddhistic world so

-rioh in its results,

"spiritusl affinities.

Thia contact was not for econo-
mie gain but for expression and expansion of
It was witness of the power of
common tenets and ideals as affecting the pilgrimage
of the spirit.

. A ppecial feature of Prof. Mukerii's book is
that it abounds in copious extracts that picture to us,
in vivid colours, the life that people must have lived

"in those days. The many stories that are narrated,

some of whioh, though improbable in themselves,
indicate what peopls thought and felt. We are in a
position to estimate what they thought of Iife and
its sctivities, what value they set on things of the

‘'world, what hopes and aspirations in terms of the

Hereaftor inﬂue__nced them,

From time to time Hindu monks went to Chine

‘to spread the faith, and interesting facts of these

missionary enterprises are to: be had in this book.
Ample material from these Chinese -sources is evi-
denfly availeble and will enable us to know what
faith, constancy and courage, these early devotees
must have had. The wvarious books laid undsr con-

:tribution by Prof, Mukerji, moreover, throw a flood

of light on our biographical knowledge of great
thinkers like Asvagnoshs Nagarjuns, Aryadeva and
Paramartha.

This book is, above all, a history of literature
and because this literature is mainly religious, it is

‘the story of the rise and growth of the Buddhist

doctrine outside India. We have the fascinating
gtory traced from the very early times to the end of
the - fourteenth century, in each geographical and
political area. .

It is vary difficult to give an exact estimate of
& production of this kind. It has its value as litera-
ture and as history ; on the one hand, it adds a great
desl to our knowledge of the scope and extent of
Indian literature ; on the other hand, we are enabled
to trace the history of civilisation in the East from
the earliest times to the eve of the Moghal conquests
that border on modern times. Prof. Mukerji has,
indeed, tapped a regular mine of information, his-
torioal, biographical and sociological, and students
of oriental history will feel highly grateful to him.
He has, indeed, opened up a new line of research
and we believe that this book will be an invaluable
guide for all future undertskings, We have great
pleasure, therefore, in commending it to the scho-
lastio world.

PRATAPGIR! RAMAMURTIL,

Dr. CANNAN’S ECONOMICS.

ECONOMIC SCARES. BY EDWIN CANNAN,
(King). 1933. 20om. 135p. 4/6.

THI8 is an interesting oollection of papers from
the pen of Professor Oannan, the distinguished thinker
and writer on economio questious. His standing
in the economic world must make every reader of
his writings alert in appreciation and oriticism, for

Dr. Cannan himeelf is a terrible critic of many © con-
ventions’ in economio studies. .

The first essay on *An Adverse Balance of Trade™
is immeneely interesting and sometimes even provok-
ing. He knocks on the head many outworn shib-

.boleths' about quations of ‘balance in trade' and

concludes hia articie with a striking paragraph:

“In common with the civilized world we have the great
difficulty which arises from the stupid desire of central
banks backed by legislatures and nationalist publio opi-:
nion to hoard the standatrd of currenoy and thereby raise
ita value, We aro the special prey of too ingemious
bureaucrats who‘unnerved in Whitehall' davise schemes,.
whioch, at any rate are botohed by the politicians at
Woeatminster, sap the existing incentives to industry
and good conduot without putting any substitute in their
place. Whether wo are off or on a gold standard we-
oortainly shall not benefit by reviving the 300 year old
and long ago exploded superstition that the balance of
trade must be watched over andkept right by Parlia-
ment, "

Cannan's second article** Not Enough Work for
All” is again on a high level and is oharacteristic of
the author, Prof. Cannan gives an able analysis of
the causes of unemployment. “General unemploy-
ment appears,” says Cannan, " when asking too much
is a gemeral phenomenon.” Prof Cannan indicates.
the difficulties in getting the co-operation of the-
people when wvariations in the purehasing power of
money are taking place and hasafling at themoneta-
ry experis. ‘I am convinced,’ says he 'that the.
present trouble is due to the reigning school of mo-
netary experts having mixed up the rate of interest
and the purohasing power of money in such confu-

sion that they no longer know how to maintain or

raise the price level. " He maintsins that the demand

for labour is indefinitely extensible with the number-
of persong able and willing to work for a remune--
ration compatible with time and place. Prof. Cannan

says that if the world is too stupid t) prevent great

declines of price level, it should learn to submit to

declines of money income without squealing.

Dr. Cannan's paper on ¥ Qur Population” ie also
of grest interest. He explaips that there is not only
no fear of over-population, but that the fear may be-
just the other way. “ Birth control,” saye Prof.
Cannan, ** will doubtless in time affect the rest of”
the world, and there is no reason whatsocever for
expecting fhe population of the world to ‘tread on
the heels of subsistence’ in the future. ” Dr. Cannan’s.
answer to the question whether cessation of the
growth of population is to be regarded as a good
or an evil turn in human history is characteristio of
the author: “The limitations of eeconomiocs, and’
perhaps of human nature, prevent any straight ans-
wers from being given. Nationalists in each nation
want their own nstion to increase in comparizson
with the other. If we try to avoid this obstacle and
assume that somehow either the generally fittest
will survive at the expense of the others, or that each

‘a8 woll ns the whols will have stationary numbers,.

we still have to face the fact that our conception of
the distinction between economic welfare and wel.
fare of other kinds is nebulous in the extreme.”

We commend this collection to every candid
student of vital social problems and we have no
doubt that the author's exposition will at least make-
us ‘go on’ thinking.

8. V. AYYAR.
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