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Topics of the Week,

The Pity of It,

MAHATMA GANDEI and Mr, Mahadoev Desai
were Teleased on the morning of the 4th inet. end,
immediately after, served with an order restricting
thei? movements. Which, of course, they promptly
disoteyed. They were re-arrested and put up for
trial, under the Ordinance Act. The Magisirate held
his court in the Prison iteelf and before the day was
out sentenced them to one year's imprisonment. On
the last ocoasion - the Government arrested the
Mahstma under the century.old regulation which
had no popular sanction, and treated him asa State
prisoner. On this oconsion, they naturally preferred
to act under an Act which they could pretend had
public support as it was passed by the Bombay Legis-
lative Counocil as recently as last year. .

Mrs. Gandhi in Ahmedabad, Mrs, Perin Captain
in Bombay and Mr. C. Rajagopalachari in Madras,
eaoch with a batoh of comrades lesser in eminenca
but not lesser in loyslty to the Mahatma, have
ohosen to walk the deserted and painful path of suf-
lering traversed by the Mahatma,

In all these caszes Government followed the same
polioy of arrest, release om restrictive oconditions, re-
arrest, trial and sentence, under the Public Bafety
Acts passed by the legislatures. Government have
been saved the moral odium of having to aoct on the
arbitrary powers they inherited from. the autoocratia
days of old. They were able to claim the support
of public opinion in India for their arrests. This
would have been impossible if Congressmen had
nct boyootted the Councils and, instead, had filled
them with nationalists, The Congross boyscott of the
Counoils has only made it easy for the Government
to perpetrate reprozsion; it has not embarrassed them,

That this is eriminal folly has been realised by
a growing seotion of Congressmen who are at the
moment taking soundings in various centres in
India: Caloutte, Madras, Allahabad, Bombay and
Poona, It is earnestly to be hoped that these efforts

o return to constitutionalism and to the Councils

will sucoeed, There is & great need for the explora-
tion of & common focus to which all constitutiona-
lists oan rally,

! % * »

Sir Frederick Sykes on the Situation.

THE current session of the Bombay Legiclative
Council which commenced on Monday last was opens
ed by 8ir Frederick Sykes, the Governor, in a
speech in which thers is hardly anything which
ia partioularly striking. As expeocted, it contsins a
justification of the recent action taken by Govern-
ment against Mahatma Gandhi and in fact a justifi-
oation of what is commonly known as the dual policy
of reform and repression. How little this policy is
in accord with public opinion cannot be unknown to
the head of this presidency and he couid not have
expected his earnest defenoce of it on the present ocoa-
pion to secure for it any new adherents. He express«
ed the hope that the anti-Gandhi measures would be
generally welcomed as they “helped to clear the field
for construotive work,” We are afraid the hope will
remain largely unfulfilled. For whatover one may
think of Mahatma Gandhi's campaign of eivil dis-
obedience, at no time to our knowledge did he dis-
courage or obstruct construective work, so that the
deprivation of his freedom was not required for its
promaotion, But any criticism of the actions of Govern.
ment in the political field has besen found, by recent.
experience, to be more or less in the nature of flog-
ging a dead horse and we had better leave it ak that,

Turning to matters of more practical interest,
the news that the provincial budget promises to be
balanced in the current year will give wide:spread
relief. New soales of salaries for provincisi and
subordinate mervices.- have been framed and are
expected to reduce the administrative cost by Re 34
1akhs with a resultant saving of Rs, 7 lakhs on pen-
sions. It was also announced that out of the out of
20 per cent. in the eduoational grants to local bodies:
6 per cent, had been restored at the instance of the
Minister of Kduoation, to whom they have every
reason {0 be grateful. The Governor promised to
furnish the legislative council with a statement of
the action taken on the recommendsations of the Re-
organisation Committes, That would no donbt be
welcomed whenever it comes. Inthe meantime he
would have relieved public suspense by ing .
known the Government's final decision with regard to
the Deccan College, Is it decided once and for all
to close it down or is some non-official agenocy
coming forward to keep it going?
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The Governor's interest in the problem of rural
uplift is well known and there is enough in his
present utterance which affords ground for the hope
that before he leaves these shores alb the end of the
vear he will have done something which will go to
improve the conditions of village life. A scheme to
this end is apparently under preparation and will,
we hope, be published for expression of public opin-
ion thereon before it is finally acoepted by Govarn-
ment, Sir Frederick Sykes wishes to enlist public
support for it by holding divisional durbars and by
cther means. Everybody will wish him God-spsed
in this arduous task,

* % *

End of the Meerut Case.

THE Allahabad High Court has with commend-
able promptitude disposed of the Meermt case which
had been dragging on its weary length for four years
and a half. At the time of writing, the full text of
the High Court judgment is not before us, it being
under final revigion and apparently taking some littie
time for publication. But the seniences are fully
known. Nine of the accused have been sequitted
and the outrageously heavy sentences inflicted by
the Distriet Judge, in the case of the others, have
been considerably reduced, the maximum being threa
years' transportation. The Judges who heard the
case 1o doubt take a serious view of the offence com-

mitted by the accused; but in inflicting such eompa- -

ratively light sentences they have not omitted to
give due weight to the fact that the accused have
suffered confinement for four years and a half. This
is as it should be. Af the same time nobody can
charge the High Court with treating the accused too
leniently, seeing that no violent c¢rime seems to have
been brought home to any of them. That some of them
were professed worshippers at the shrine of commu-
nism is undeniable; but the whole question is what
they did in practice to put their doctrines into effect,
Law's delaya are proverbisl in Indie; but tha
has reference not so much to the criminal admini-
stration of justice as to the civil. In fact the delay in

the conduot of this oriminal case might strike.

sny unprejudioed observer as being scandalous,
even after making allowance for the cbstructive atti-
tude of some of the accused in the aourse of trial in
tha lower court. The High Courf geema to have passed
strong strictures on the dilatory oharacter of the pro-
ceedings in the Court both of the committing magis-
trate and the Distriot Judge and the fact that the
latter needed a5 much as five months to write his
judgment has come in for strong criticism at its hands,
All this speaks well for the sense of duty on the part
of the High Court ; but what amends do the Govern-
ment propose to make to those who have been found
to be innceent? It was the nol very well considered
action of the Government that has been the oeause of

all the inconvenience and worry whioh they had to

undergo during all thess four years and a half, not to
speak of the monetary loss they had to suffor with
consequent hardship to their dependents, If the evi-
denoe against them was doubtful, which the Govern-
ment should have no difficulty in knowing from all
their inside knowledge, it is & question why they
failed to withdraw their prosecution against them.
Their action will strike many as savouring of vindio-
tiveness and argues a very imperfeot appreciation on
their part of the well recognised judieisl principle
about the benefit of all reasonable doubt going to the
accused. Among people in Bngland the protracted
naturs of the case seems to have oreated somathing

of a gensation, In view of the faot that there have.

been two changes of the Government thera since the

case was ingtituted, Cannot something be done to

expedite the administration of justipe In India ?

Burma

THE Secretary of Stats for India has submitted
to the Joint Seleot Committes a scheme of oonstitu-
tional reform for Burma, in o0ase the Committes re-
commended the separation of Burms from India. He
wished that the gquestion of ssparation should bs conai~
dored when the Committee resumed its deliberation
after the recess and that delegates from Burma
should be invited to the discussion along with the
Indian delegates. Sir Samuel Hoare stresses the fast
that the Burma Legislative Council rejected fedara-
tion on the oonditions since embodied in the White
Paper and separation on the conditions outlined by
the Prime Minister, which, he pointed out, offored to
Burma the same amount of self-government as the
White Paper offered to India, There was, therefore, no
clear expression of opinion from the Burma Couneil
on the question of separation or federation.

The resl significance of the action of the Burma
Council is that it is not satisfied with the quantum
of self-government which -Burma has .-been offored
either within or without the federation. Saeparation
or federation is of secondary importancs to Burma
compared to her wish o get a much largsr amount of
gelf-government than is contained either in the White
Paper or in the Prime Miniater’s speech, which
amount to the same thing in the end. In this respeet
Burms is at one with India inasmuch as both are
dissetisfied intensely with the quantum of power
proposed to be transferred to them and wish it
much, enlarged. '

Dyarchy will continue in Burma. All the
powers proposed fo "be reserved to the Governor
General and hig executive eoungiilors. in India will
be vested in the Governor and his three executive
councillora in Burma. Finance will not be a wholly
transferred subject. Burms witl besaddled with a
gsecond chamber, consisting of half the members
elected by the lower chamber and the other half
nominated by the Governor, A more reactionary
measure is hard to imagine, If further evidence
was needed to prove that the. Princes in the Indian
federation are to be allowed fo nominate their repre-
sentatives in the fedaral chambers of India in order
merely to substitute the official block with an equal-
ly or perhaps more conservative and subservient block
it ig povided in the eonatitution of Burma. A Federa-
tion with Princes being unavailable in Burma, the
more frank step has been taken of nominating half the
upper chamher by the Gavernmor. 1t is ussless to
pretend hereafter that it was because of their sove-
reignty that the Princes couid not ba told how %o
secura the representation of their States in the Indian
federal chambers. The essential consideration i
that the grip of the British Government over India
and Burmsa should not be relaxed in the least; i any-
thing strengthened. This desideratum ocould ba
closked under the pratextof federation and sove-
reignty of the Princes in the oass of India; it was
unavailable in Burma. ) ’

In the name of “no racial discrimination,” the
proposed oonstitution prohibits Burma from disorin
minating againat any British sabjset domiciled in
the United Kingdom but not India! Burma is frea
to discriminate against Indians, but not againsg
Britishers. It is impossible to conceive of a more
blatant ingtance of Peckeniffian hypocrisy. It is an,
open Invitation and incitement to Burma to diseri-
minate against Indians, If the immigration of
Indians is objectionable to Burmaese, so is the explof~
tation of Burma by British capitalists. If Burma ig
to ba free to shut out the one, she ought to ba fres tq
shut out the other too. The Hoare constitution is meant
to make Burma safe for the British and unsafe for
the Indians ; and unsatisfactory to Burma.,
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Commerclal Discrimination.
“Ag is well known, the White Paper oontaine safe-

guards for the prevention of commercial disorimina- |

tion. The Union of Britain and India, composed

outlook with regard to India than the type revresent- '

ed by 8ir Reginald Craddock, Bir Michael O'Dwyer,
Lord .Lloyd and others is- oredited with, in their
memorandum submitted to the Joint Select Com-
mittee, were able o * look for & further development
in the close working together of British and Indian
commercial interests, which will reduee the likeli-
hood of the safeguards being challenged.': The
ptatement was amplified in the following wmanner
by its spokesman, Sir Alfred Watson, ex-editor of
the Sfafesman, Sald he:- .
“I ashould say thers has bean an encrmous deve-
lopment of oommon ocommeroial interests in Bengal,
_ Bombay, and elsewhere. Iam glad tosay that we find
that Britiah firms are taking an lncreasing proportion
of Indian Directors upon their direotorates. We find
aleo in Caleutts that large firms — I am speakivg of the
outstanding flrms— ars taking into thelr mervice young
Indians whom they intend to train not for subordinate

positions but for high positions inthe firms. As a further

indioation, I should say that 70 per cent. at the least of
the share-holding in the jute mills of Oaloutta, which are
under European management, is Indian, That is true
in @ somewhat less degres, of the great tea interests, I
do not conceive it possible in the future that Indian
Legislators are going to disoriminate againat British trade
when that trade 1s largely owned by Indians.”

In these circumetances, why have the safsguards
atall? On this point the Union’s attitude is some-
wiat self-contradictory. Even though it foresees that
the safeguards will very likely fall into desuetude,
it regards them as * desizable,” because the outery
against them “ will be very mmall indeed.” The
Coastal Traffio Bill introduced inthe Assembly by

Mr, 8, N, Haji a fow yonrs ago was ptigmatised by

European commereinl interests ms an attempt at
commeroial discrimination ; and in recent eonstitu-
tional disouesions too it hes been freely used as an
excuse for insisting on oommerolal safeguards. Sir
Alfred Watson went out of his way to explain his
attitude towards this Bill. His remarks are note-
worthy.

“1 am bound {0 say, speaking as an European, that
the Indiana have a oase for a Iarge share in their coastal
shipping ; and although I opposed the Bill very strongly
becauss It savoured of expropristion, I racognise that
Indian Company after Indian Company whioh endeavon-
red to develop a coastal service has besn financially
shattered by the heavy combination of the British inter-
ests, I think those Britlah Interests have to realiss In
the futurs that they must be prapared for areal partner-
ship and must admit Indians to a share - at least a

ahare in thefr coantal trade.”
- »

Brondcaitlng' in Madras.

THE non-official resclution #ecommending the
early establishment of & broadoasting service in the
Madras presidency was, at the instance of the
Finanocs Member, amendad to the effect that Govern-
ment should investigate the possibility of establishing
such service. This is most disappointing. One
would think that it waes no longer a oase for investi-
gation of possibilities &s of taking steps to establish

*the service. Provincial Governments, controlled by
Finance Members of the reserved side of dyarchy,
have always shrunk from every step which tended to
spread education among the massea and invented no
wnd of diffioulties and excuses, which, if they had the

»*

-

will, they would have made short w?rl_c of. The
Madras Government had full six months’ time to Yook
into the matter, for s similiar resolution was brought
forward in January last ; but they were then not ready

| with a scheme, With & commendable public spirit,
largely of retired Anglo-Indian administratora of |
more recent Indian experience; and with a fresher |

the Madras Corporation organised a servica, Among
voluntary bodies, the Y. M. C. A,, if we mistake not,
have been pioneers in this respect. The Madras
Government, however, did not want, and rightly, the
haphazard growth of small systems, But they take
no steps to organise a unified system for the whole
province. They are playing the dog in the manger.
But the most objectionable part of the Finance Mem-
ber's speech was his proposal to obtain the services
of an expert from England to make & preliminary
survey, There are in India, and particularly in
Bombay, enoungh experts, and Indians at that, com-
petent to advise the Madras Government ‘on the
gubject and it is quite unnecessary to import on high
and impossible salaries experts from England. From
the tenor of the Finance Member's speech, it looks as
if Madras will not have the service but will have an
expert instead | ' '

*

Karachi Municipal Bill.

THE Communal Award of the British Govern-
ment has set the fashion which is being faithfully
followed in lesser quartors. The Karachi Munieipal
Bill s5s smended by the Seleot Committesa intensifies
communal divisfons foy civie purpozes, Mz, Jamshed
N. R. Mehta, who has set a record of eleven yeara
of continuous occupsncy of the Mayoralfy of the
Karachi Municipality and who has won the univar-
sal respect of the people of every community and of
the Government alike, was s0 dirappointed with the
extension of the communal eleavage in the new Bill
thet ho resigned his Meyoralty in disgust and pro-
test. His resignation admirably served ita purpose,
And it was well that Mr. Meohta was persuaded to be
re-elected. For if his services in the past have heen
unequalled, the need for him at the helm in the future
is even greater. His personal influence will assuage
the acerbities of extended communalism that, un-
happily, will, we fear, be the fate of the Karachi
Municipality. - o

The Muniocipal Council passed two resolutions
on the 3rd inst. The first opposed separate represen-
tation for Harijane and Mahratias, and it was carried
by an overwhelming majority, a few Muslims
opposing it. The other re-affirmed faith in joint
electorates as against separate ones, and it was passed
by a majority of 21 to 12 votes. The majority in-
cluded 4 Muslims, while the minority consisted of
Muslims and Christians,. However sensible these
resolutions be, the prospect of their being heeded to
by the Bombay Legislative Council and the Bombay
Government, constituted as they are, is very remote,
‘Nevertheless, we hope all nationally-minded mem-
bers of the Council will take due note of the wishes
of the Karachi Municipality and strive their best to
seoure recognition for them in the Karach{ Munieipal -
Bill. ' o

. o

* i

Linguistic Provinces.

THE Madras Legisiative Counocil debated last
wook a non-official resclution urging the formation
of an Andhra Provinee, Amendments were moved
urging the formation of Karnataka and Kerala
provinces, as well, There is much that can be said
in favour of such proposals, provided each new pro-
vince is financially self-sufficiont and large enough
to admit of efficient and economio administration.
They may oome in time. But the agitation for the
constitution of such provinces at the very moment
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when larger constitutional questions are under dis-
cussion is unfortunate. The difficulties and compli-
cations of the present constitutional problem are
trying enough in sll conscienos, . It is no service to
add to them. It would be more prudent to concen-
trate our . efforls for the present on securing the
transfer to Delhi- of the maximum of power from

‘Whitehall and on making the new constitution .

amenable without undue difficulty to amendments.
When the new constitution is in working order and
the new Qoveranment firmly in the saddle, it will be
time enough to raise the question of ecarving out
linguistio provinces, .As this reform is not likely to

adversely affect the inferests of Great Britain or of |

the Princes, there is no reason to suppose that they
will put obstacles in the way. .As a matter of fact,
the larger the number of provinces, the larger the
number of governorships and other higher admini-
strative posts, & good proportion of which will for a
long time to come go to the lot of Englishmen.
England stands to gain by the creation of new pro-
vinces. The Princes are not likely to stand in the
way of such provinces being constituted as long as
they are self-supporting.

But the anxiety for the immediate creation of
Jinguistio provinees as part and parcel of the consti-
tution now under the anvil means either that their
promoters have greater faith in the British than in
their own Government to be or that they fear that the
new constitution will be so static and inelastic
that it will be praotically impossible to amend it
even in the innocent direction of a constitution of new
provinces and that, therefore, now is the only chanca
of introducing all desirable changes.

-* * -+

No Dropping the Pilot,

SIR TEF BAHADUR SAPRU lands in Bombay to-
day, fresh from his labours as a delegate fo the Joint
Select Committes, To him naturally falls the high
task of rallying the constifutionalists to a common
purpose, If Mahatma Gandhi has been the mosat
outstanding personality in the field of direct action,
8ir Tej Bahadur Sapru has been the most outstanding
personality in the field of construetive costitutiona-
lisms Ever since the inauguration of the Nehru
Committes he played an nnequalled role in the study
and discussion of the Indian constitution and in the
various stages of its evolution. No one is better fitted
to rally the constitutionalists than Sir Tej Bahadur,
who commandg more than any other the confidence
of all sections of the Indian community as well as
of the Government and the Britishers.

He expressed himself disappointed with the
reeults of the deliberationa of the Joint Select Com-
mittee, It is a feeling which is universally sharad,
though it must be specially poignant to him because
of the more intimate part he played in them. He is
reported to have atated in disgust that he had done
with constitution-making and that he would revert
to his status of a provinoial lawyer. That would be a
calamity—even like the non-co-operation of the Con-
gress. This fs not the time when the ocouniry can

afford to * drop the pilot.”
* * »

Indlan Education in Fiji.

THE educational report of Fijli for 1932 affords
an excellent illustration of how the much-vaunted
principle of British trusteeship for the welfare of the
natives works in practice. The Europeans in the
oolony number about 8,500, Fijlans slightly over
100,000 and Indians 79,000, But, proportionately
speaking, the educational expenditure is the highest,
not on the natives, as may be naturally expeoted, but
on the Eurcpeans, who are supposed to have made

[ AUGUST 10, 1983,

themselves responsible for the walfare of their down-
trodden fellow-beings. The net Government expen-
diture on education works out atalittle over 11a.
per head in the oase of the European population,
314 s. in the oase of the Pjjians and 214 s. in that of

‘our countrymen, These figures constitute an eloquent

commentary ‘on ' the serupulous diacharge of the Bri-
tish responasibility for the uplift of the natives,

So far as Indian education is conoerned, last
year witnessed an inorease of one fn the number of
(Government schools whioch standsat 7 and that of
asgisted ones by 4—from 37 to 41, 16 additional
unagsisted schools also oatered for the educational
requirements of the community. But the number of
Indian children reading in all these 64 schools of
the three varieties, not all of which however could,
according to the Inspeotor, be regarded ms efficient or
satisfactory, did not exceed 4,700; 3,600 being boys and
very nearly 1,100 being girls, which represents about
one-third of the total number of school-age Indian
children. These figures relate only to primary edu-
cation ; but the number of Indimn students in the
higher grades of educstion ie too small to make any

| considerable difference in them or to affect to an ap-

preciable degree the extent of literacy indicated by
them. Approved Indian pupils, we are told, may
enrol in the secondary department of the Natabusa
Indian School where the average roll was 21 last
year. 1t is a puzgle to us why the admission to the
secondary grade should bs dependent upon the
students securing previous approval. We should
also have liked to know which is the approving
authority. As for higher education, the question, so
far as Fiji is concerned, does not arise, there being
nouniversities and no colleges, The idea is that
those who are keem upon university education
should proceed to New Zealand or Australia for the
purpose,

The Education Rating Ordinanoce, whose life was
extended during the year to the end of 1933, autho-
rises the levy of an education rate in two munici-
palities, the proceeds of which are not expacted to
smount to more than half the estimated cost of tha
Goverament schools less the amount raceived by
way of fees and sale of books. A similar Ordinance
passed three years sgo applicable, we supposs, to
other areas has not yet baen made operative, beonuse
it is feared that the revenue expected as a result of
its being enforced would be altogether inadequate
for the additional liabilities that would consequently
devolve on the Government.

Aricles,

THE COST OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION.

HE Secretary of State for India has presented to
the Joint Committes on Indian Constitutional
Reform a memorandum by Sir Malcolm Hailey

on the finanoial implications of (1) provincial
autonomy and (2) Federation. This memorandum
together with the Seoretary of State's statement there~
on forms an extremely important document. The
detailed implioations of this dooument will be com-
pletoly brought out during the Secretary of Siate’s
examination on the subject by the Joint Committee
which is still to take place. In the meanwhile
however, the salient features of the situation as
presented by Sir Malcolm Hailey may well be
oxamined here. The memorandum is divided into
three parts. The first two parts deal with the
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_financial implications of provincial autonomy and
Federation zespectively. The third part puts into the
form of figures the results of the White Paper propo-
enls, This is specially welcome as it had been
difficult to estimate the intent and possible effect of
these proposals without authoritative data of this
type being furnished, The figurea throughout the
memorandum are official figures and the India Office
and the Goverzment of India take full. responsibi-
lity for them,

Sir Malcoim Hailey in approaching the problem
has done well to basa himeelf not on the financial
results of some supposed normal times, but on the
actual conditions as reflected in the central and the
provinoial budgets for the ourrent year. No doubt
this has the effact of, perhaps, painting an unduly
black picture, but bas the compensating advantage of
being nenrest to the realities of the eitustion. And
from the point of view of immediately bringing the
new Constitution into being this latter aspect has
neoessarily to be emphbasised. In discussing the
implications of provineial autonomy Sir M. Halley
puts forward three olear objectives : (1) to provide
the Centre with secure means of meeting normal
dewmands together with a small reserve; (2) to secure
to the Provinces at least the amounts that are now
avallable to them, t0 meet deficits in ocertain
provinces and to provide for the creation of new
provinces; and (3) to provide that the main benefits
of future improvements in Ceniral Finanos will
accrue tn the Pravinces. With regard to Contral
finances Sir M, Hailey poinis out that ‘with conel-

_derable retrenchment in the Defence Services and

emergoncy out in salaries accompanied by heavy sur-
oharges on Income-Tax and Customs Duties the budget
just balancegitaelf at present. That though with econo-
mio recovery it may be expected that certain receipts,
©. . under Railways, may increase conaiderably, this
hag to be offset by the necessity for the restoration
of the emergency cut and the abolition of the sur-
oharges. The conclusion is, therefore, reached that
the Centre could not at present afford to part
with any of the eources available to it and the
process of economio recovery must proceed far before
the Centre could find any surplus sums for the use of
Provincial Governments. It is also pointed out that.
barring the exoise duty on matches, which will yield
an annual revenue of Rs, 214 crores, no immediately
reliable sources of revenue can be detected in any
other direction, In connection with the present
allooation of revenues to the Provinces the coneclusion
is renched that it Is difficult to adjudge between the
oonflicting claims of various Provincial Governments
and that in any case the narrow range of finance
available leaves no alternative to proceeding on
oonditions as they exizbat present. This leaves as
the only basis of looking at future arrangements the
proposition that the position of no Province shonld
be worsened under the new arrangements. The only
problems, therefore, that can be and have to be imme-
diately tackled in the domain of Provincial Finance
are those of meeting the huge defioits of eertain Pro-
vinoes, notably Bengal, and of providing for the

ereation of naw Provinces, The difficulties of framing
principles on which- to base the help given to the
present deficit provinees are discuseed, but it is pointed
out that the main difficulty is solved by treating as.a
special oase theexport duty onjute,and it is recognised
that in the cass of the new provinces the method -of
direct pubventions 1s the best. Lastly are considered
inthispartthe provision of the means, especially in'the’
way of allocation from Central revenues, for the future
development of Provinces, The conclusion reached in
thisconnection is that, “on the whole, perhaps the most
hopeful line will be found in the  disiribution in the
first instance of the income-tax, proceading on an
agreed besis whioh will recognise the incidence and
the derivation of the tax, while contemplating that
at s later stage we may procesd to the distribution
of some indirect head of revenue, such as
salt.” The conclusion of this section, therefore,
is that for a proper balancing at the Centre. itself
it should be possible to restore pay-ocuts snd to be
able to collect by taxes at the unsurcharged rates the
pregent fotal yiclds of those texes. And that to
provide for the creation of the new provinces and the
separation of Burma a further improvement in the
Central position to the extent of Rs. 6 to 8 croresds
necessary. '

In Seotion IT it is pointed out at the outset thas
the creation of the Federation as such will nolt iteelf
involve any change in the expenditure budgeis of the
Centre or the Provinces, and that in the present .cire
ocumstance, the most important considerations in this
regard are the principles pre-conditioning Federation,
The various problems of “ tributes, ” of * privileges
and immunitiea®™ and of the indirect contribu-
tions by the subjects of the States "to the. customs
revenue ere briefly discussed and the general oconelu-
gions arrived at by previcus commitiees and the dis-
cussions at the Round Table Conferences sumimnarig-
ed. The ammourts, however, involved in these jtems
are not very considerable and the main financial
problem of the Federation is the attainment of eondi-
tions on which the States will be willing to enter
and which will not at the same time militate
against the fulure development of the Provinces.
The States, it is said, desire an assuranee
of the solvency of the Federation before they enter
it. The special costs of the new Federal machinery
as such would not be considerable, the total addi-
tional oost of the Federal Legislature and the Federal

-Court being onloulated at between Rs, 14 crore to

Rs. 34 orore. The extinction of tribute, eto, will
not add largely to this figure. But if, as outlined in
Part I, considerable improvement is necessary in
Central finances before permitting the funotioning of
autonomous Provinces, it is contended that the States
will probably press that this improvement togetber
with the small additional improvement to cover
speoial Federal charges should take place before con-
sidering that the Centre has arrived at a state of
“solvency.” It is further pointed out that the future
Central income being all Federal, the States mnay also
scrutinise with some oare the - programme of the
future alienation of Central revenues in favour of
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_the Provinces and the authority that is fo determine
when such alienation shsll take piace. The States
in this way may be hesitant about entering into a
Federation before considerable financial recovery
has takem place. The Provinees on the
other hand point out that while the new Federal
asuthority will take credit for a considerable
ravenue such as from Income-tax derived purely
from the Provinoes, the States will not ordi-
narily be contributing anything towards it. This
contention has been partially met by most of the
States agreeing to assume the burden of a “corpo-
ration” tax. It is agreed, however, that the finanocial
benefits of this “corporation” tax are not likely to be

considerable and its chief imporlance lies in the
concession of a principle,

Part IIT, as pointed out sbove, discusses fhe
statistioal implications of the White Paper proposals.
The costof & new and enlarged constitutional machi-
nery is put at roughly one crore of rupees. The
slienation of & 50 p, c. of the Income-tax will mean
& cost of Rs. 514 crores and the settlement of the
States’ excess contributions Rs, 1 crore. Loss of
profit in currency management, ete. as a result of
their diversion for the purpose of the establishment
of the reserves of the Reserve Bank is estimated at
Rs, 1 crore and the cost of the ssparation of Burma
to the Indian Central revenue at Rs, 3 crores.

Sir S8amue] Hoare’s statement on this memoran-
dum contsins & useful summary ansalysis of the
formidable figures presented by Sir Malecolm Hailey.
He points out that these deficits are due mainly to
the separation of Burma, to the craation of new
provinces and to putting a stop to the permanent
deficits in Bengal and Assam. The creation of the
Reserve Bank will also entail a temporary addition to
the deficit but the only actual fresh expenditure will
be about the size of Re. 114 crores for the setting up of
a new oonstitutional machinery, ete. in the Provin-
ces and at the Centre. Sir Samuel, therefore, empha-

gises the point that the greater part of these Ra, 608 -

crores i3 needed anyhow, whether constitutional
changes are made or not. In this oconnection we
would merely remark that though thecovering of the
present deficits and the cost of the Reserve Bank can-
not be debited to constitutional reform this is not o
in the case of the creation of Sind and Orissa and the
separation of Burma. The cost of these latter is
togother nearly Rs. 4 orores and this must be
reckoned as a part of the cost of the new constitu-
tion. Sir 8. Hoare's second conelusion is that if the
stato of the world does not get batfexr not only will
it make any change almost impossible but would
make also the existing system of Indian finances
almost equally impossible. We bave no intention of

commenting at any length at this siage
on Sir M. Hailey's memorandum but would
lay special emphasis on  this latter

conclusion of Sir 8. Hoare, Quite apart from cons-
titutional changes the Indian financial seituation is
had and has been bad enough in the majority of the
Provinoces for the last decade. That position is not
likely to improve until fundamental adjustments

with regard to salary scales and to administrative
maohinery are undertaken. But it is exaotly these
adjustments that the safeguards in connection with
gervices and the special reservations regarding their
recruitment provided for in the White Paper make
difficult. Whether the Federation is indefinitely post-
poned because of this financial bug-baar or whether it
comes to be established in spita of it, its real progress
will depend on how far it is able to meet these fun-
damental difficulties of the Indian financial situa-
tion.

GDYNIA—NEW CENTRE OF WORLD
COMMERCE.

MONG the changes in the struetureand organiss-
tion which bas taken place on Europsan soil
during post-war days, the inauguration of an

entirely new seaport of world-wide importanca, loce~
ted on the coast of the Baltic Ses, now the City and
Port of Gdynis, commands attention,

In the year 1913, on the very, place where to-
day Gdynia stands, a poor little fisherman's village
of 300 souls existed. Even in 1922, when the erec~
tion of the Port was decided upon, tha settlement of
Gdynia counted no more than 2,500 inhabitants,
while the environments of the town consisted of sand-
dunes and barren 1and. Today the picture has com-
pletely changed. Instead of the old and insignifi-
cant sottlements of fishermen that used to stand
upon the same ground, new blocks of housas, the
last word in modern architecture, make Gdynis an
uptodate port. The population of Gdynia has
multiplied exactly a hundredfold since 1913, and
boasts of 30,000 inhabitants. Where not long ago
sand-dunes and bare coast me$ the eye, hangarz and
rows of steamers, into which merchandise is loaded
for export, can now be seen,

According to the Statug of January 1933, the
davelopment of the Port of Gdynia and the technical
enlargements are very great. The Port of Gdynia at
present permits the simultanecous loading of 50
steamers, The harbour boasts of a nef of regular
steamship connsctions, being served by 24 regular
ocean-lines, connecting Gdynia with all important
ports of Wesatern and Northern Europe, North and
South America, the Mediterranean, as well as the ports
of North Africa and India. Excellent rail road con-
neotiona link Gdynia with all important centres of
the hinterland,

For the purpose of simplifying traffia directed
through the Port of Gdynia, & special systam of
port tariffs, as well as maritima preference dutiea has
been inaugurated.

From the first moment of Poland’s indepandence
keen atiention was paid to oversea routes. O varsea
trade is one of the most important factors of Polish
economigc life. With the growth of goods traffic by
sga route, Polish economio life was faged with quite
new problems. It became evident to all that the
Port of Danzig, the only ses-port existing within
tha customs aroa of Poland, did not meet the meeds
of the Polish oversea trade, both from the point of
view of its technical inefoiency, and from the paint
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- of view of the possibility of a suocessful solution of
al} Poland’s economical problems. It was necessary,
‘$hen, to possess its own port and to have its own

~oommerciel organization for oversea trade, as well
a8 & merchant flest.

Danzig feels Gdynia as a rival, fearing that in
time to come Gdynia will deprive Danzig of all the
Polish trade.  Poland now needs Danzig much less
than eight years ago when she had no Gdynia.

With the development of the port itself, the vari-
ous lines of commaerce, banking conocerns have erected
their branch establishments there, It possesses
at present six consulates, and many post office sta-
tiona The telephonio and radio telegraphiec conmec-
tion comprises the whole of the European Continent
a8 well as the Trans-Ooeanie countries. The develop-
ment of the harbour in such a short time is indeed
marvellous. Gdyria now commands & leading
Position as a transit and commeroial centre for the
oountries of the Bultio Sea. It has many natural
advantages due to the soft, sandy eoil. The harbour
itself is excellently protected from the waves of the
open sea, by the peninsula of Hell. Even the largest
ships find the harbour easily mccessible aven in the
severest winters. The harbour Gdynis deserves to
be considered as one of the least expensive of the
Baltio Sea and the North Ssa. The import and the
export figures show the steady incremse and the
development of the port of Dangig, teohnioally suit-
able for modern requiremenis,

_ On 29th June 1933 was celebrated the Sea Holl-
day in the whole of Poland, especially in Gdynia.
The object of the Holiday is to show that Poland
needs the sea and would not give away the Corridor
to Germany at any cost. The whole Polish nation
stands united and would not lose the Corridor and
the Sea. Germany wants to take the Corridor,
Apny attack on the Corridor would mean a war
between the European countries, Poland is now
-8lrong enough to face the war, bat in no mood to give
away Polish territory.

RAJ BRHARI LAL MATHUR.
Warsaw,

Owr London Letter,

(BY AIR MaIL.)
( From Our Correspondant. )
Loxpon, July 29,
THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTER.

WITHIN the last fow days thres distinguished
members of the Indian delegation have re.
‘ turned to India with no intsntion of returning.

‘Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar, who i oritjoised i
ommittes oiroles for the interview that h;segda;:
before his departure, has been followed by Sir Q. P.
Ramaswami Aiyar, who went on Wednesday via
Geneva and Rome, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, who was
seen off by a large party of private frienda as he
left by the P, & O. speoial on Thursday, and Sir
:;m;g:f'haynol:xrﬁattafni. whohwith Lady Pattani, flew
ay for a short he
ooding b pay alth oure prior to

Bir Tej Bahadur Sapru has from the very com-
mencement, and sven before leaving India, made it
clear in both official and non-official quarters, that
he could not remain in London beyond July, and
when he left then that he wouid not be refurning
here for any Confersnces or Committess conneoted
with the reforma, as he intended to devote himsslf to
private and professional activities for some time to
come. It will be a little difficult to contemplate the
reform proceedings with Sir Tej Bahadur out of the
picturs, for whether his colleagues agreed or dis-
agreed with him on one point or another, whether of
principle or procedure, they have looked up to him
with undisguised admiration for his enormous sbility
and his fine mastery of constitutional theory and
praotice. He has been one of the few signifioant per-
sonalities during the last few years that have deli-
vored the message of India to British statesmen and
to the British people, and just as his rooms at Dor-
chester Hotel had on previous ooccasions become the
resort of the most distinguished, the not-sc-disbin-
guished and tha still-less-distinguished of all parties,
both British and Indian, so too on this occasion,
having transferred his allegiance to Grosvenor
House, he met and entertained there ali the world of
any importance in this business of constitution-
making. Before leaving for India this week he pre-
sented to the Secretary of State and to the Chairman
of the Committee a closely reasonsd memorandum of
upwards of twa-hundred and fifty typewritten pages
in which he analyses critioally the White Paper
proposals and pute forward his considered sugges-
tions for such improvements, alterations and amen:d- '
ments 83 may make the proposals reasenably satis-
faotory to Indian opinion. I am informed that Mr,
Jayakar, Mr, Joshi and Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar
have written to Sir Tej Bahadur generally supporting
the views expressed by him in his memorandum,
subjeot to short supplementary memoranda by them-
selves upon a few subsidiary matters. I am aware
that when he attended the Committee for the last
time on Tuesday afternoon, he raceived the thanks
and expressions of appreciation of members of the
Committes and of the Indian delegation on all aides,
He has jocularly declared that he has left Mr. Jayakar
his hitherto inseparable potitical twin, s his resi-
duary legatee in the Committee snd it is to be hoped
that Mr. Jayakar will not find his duties oo onerous,
He may be confidently trusted, should he decide to
stay over for the autumn stages of the Joint
Seleck Committee, to put in full time on behalf
of India.

FURTHER PROCEEDINGS,

At the opening of yesterday’s sitting, when Sir
Samuel Hoare gave evidence for the last time before
the vacation, Lord Linlithgow, presiding, dealt with
the question of the proceedings at the resumption of
the Committee's work in the sutumn. He extended
a cordial invitationtothe remaining Indian delegates
to participate therein and continue to give their as-
sietance to the Committee in elucidating the problem
submitted to it for report, It ie believed that the
Committee will resume its sittings after rising on
the 3rd August, in the first week of Ooctober, and with
a view to ensuring that the Indian delegation with-
out any striot time-table to work with, would not fold
its tents likke the Arabs and silently steal away oneby
one, Lord Linlithgow intimated that after hearing the -
views of the Indian members he would endeavour to
formulate a programme that would enable them to
know the latest date at which they might be free to
make their arrangements to return to Indis.

The Secretary of State's evidence, which is only
partially concluded, and which must be continued in
the sutumn under the remaining fourteem out of
seventeen heads ta be dealt with by him, has had the
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“effect of outting out almost ail other evidence, so far
as the main Committee is concerned, though a good
deal of evidence hag been recorded by some of the
sub-committecs. Inocidentally I may state here that
.the dispute between the Indian Women's delegation
and the Committees as to whether their evidence
should be taken before the main Committee and a
Sub-Committee has now been resolved by = sort of
compromise, under which the Indian women deleg-
ates will give their detailed evidence before Sub-
Committee C, prior to the adjournment, and their
evidence on principles before the Committea itseif
early in October, if between now and the adjournment
it is found impossible by the Committee, with its
present obligations next week, to hear them.

SIR SAMUEL HOARE. "

Every one of the high encomiums, passed upon
the Secrefary of State from all gquarters of the Com-
mittee and the Indian delegation at the beginning of
yesterday's proceedings, was warmly received, well-
deserved and greatly appreciated by the distinguish-
ed recipient of them, For days in succession the

Secretary of State, with hig -distinguished official as-

gitance, has submitted himself in circumstances some-
- times of the greatesat difficulty and embarrassment, to
-the most searching cross-examination from friends
and opponents alike upon the official proposals now
before the Committes, eounter-propossls that have
- from time fo time been put forward from various dire-
- otions, and the general policy of his Department, ina
manner unique in the history of sny office, and at
. once frank, open, sincers, sympathetic, and helpful.
There is no doubt that Sir Samuel Hoare's stock has
risen very high in the esteem of all his colleagues,
and it was particularly graceful on the part of Lord
Salisbury, whose questions and general attitude must
at times bave tried the temper and the patience of
the distinguished witness very greatly, to lead the
chorus of appreciation of the service rendered to the
Committes and the delegation by Sir Samuel Hoare's
.ability and general attitude. Upwards of two thou-
-sand questions, many of them vague and indetermi-
nate, and otten of a highly complicated character, or
very controversisl in their tendency, have been
answered by him with an admirable freedom and
imperturbability that has been the envy of meny
members of the joint gathering whose tempers have
been sorely tried by views and implications of a very
unwelcome character. No one has expressed warmer
‘appreciation of Sir Samuel's honesty and courage in
standing by the White Paper proposals than Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru himeelf, and it is interesting to note
that at the last sitting that ho aftended on Tuesday,
he put the following important question and secured
the following important admission from Sir Samuel :
7886. “Sir Samuel, I am reading to you a state-
ment of Lord Irwin when he went back from Eng-
land to India, and I wish to know from you whether
His Majesty's Government even now acoept that ?
This is what Lord Irwin said: ‘I am suthorised on
behalf of His Majesty's Government to state clearly
that in thelr judgment itis implicit in the declara-
tion of 1917 that the natural issue of India’s oconsti-
tutional progress as there conternplated, is the attain«
mwent of Dominion Status’? ” ““I should say certainly
80, subject to the declarations that accompanied it at
the time. ” Tt ia of the utmost importance that such
an admission should have been placed so unsquivo-
oally upon record in the Committes's proceadings.

HOUSE oF LORDS AND LORD LLOYD.

Only. three Poors participated in Wednesday's
proceedings in the House of Lords when Lord Read-
ing Interpellated the Government upon Lord Lloyd's
sesertion at Shrewsbury on the very day that the
Seoretary of State had made his statement in the

Hounse of Commons of improved administration of
law and order in India, not excepting the terrorists,
that the Government were deliberately concealing
from the publio the widespread developments through-
out India of terrorism and communism, with the
object of diverting attention from the dangers impli-
cit in their ‘White Paper policy. Lord Reading's
characterisation of Lord Lloyd's activities was terse
and vigorous, and Lord Irwin had no diffieulty
whatever after giving Lord Lloyd an opportunity . of
expiaining himself to the House in blowing sky-high
the whole fabric of Lord Lloyd's damaging allega-
tions. Lord Lioyd himself, who has since for a
second time declined membership of the Seleot Com-
mittee in the vacant place of Lord Burnham, which
has been now occupied by another reactionary the
Earl of Midleton, was quite impenitent and repeated
his accusstions with venom, but go far as the House
wag concerned unconvincingly, and in his reply
Lord Reading bad little difficulty in exposing the
hollowness of Lord Lloyd's sftack and putting it in
its proper perspective.
IN THE PRIVY COUNOIL.

Three matters of considerable interest have been.-
dealt with this week by the Judieial Committee of
the Privy Council, But I propose to refer here only
to one of them . This arises out of eriminal juris--
diction of the Patna High Court, For the second
time in quick sucocession there has been = successful
appeal to the Privy Council by accused persons whoss
appeals from their conviction and sentences by the
Trial Court have besn confirmed by the High Court..
In the appeal in which judgment was delivered by
Their Lordships, one Rasbeharilal and others bad.
been tried by the Sessions Judge at Patns, gitting:
with & Jury of seven, and been found guilty of
murder and rioting by a majority of six to one. All
but one of these appellant were sentenced to death
and he was sentenced to transportation for life.
Four of the death sentences were subsequently coma-
muted by the Governor of Bihar and Orissa to trans-
portation for life. A year ago the Patna High Court
had confirmed the deoision of the Sessions Judge,.
notwithgtanding thet affidavits had been filed at a
late stage of the appeal proceedings to the effeot fhat
one at least of the Jurors did not understand English
in which Ianguage the address of Counsel, the Judge's
Charge and much of the evidence had been given.
The Patna High Court had rejected these affidavits
upon verious grounds, one of which was that the
objection to the Juror was made too late in the pro-
ceedings. Had the matter rested there these unf ortu-
nate men, whose death sentences had not been com-
muted, would have long since been executed.

The matter, however, did not remain there. The
relatives of one of the accused were able to raise a
smeall sum sufficient to enable an application to be
made by Solicitors and Counsel in England. to the
Privy Counecil for special leave to appesl against the
judgment of the Patna High Court. A petition was
accordingly lodged, in which among other things it
was alleged that the Juryman in question was igno-~
rant of English, The Judicial Committee thereupon
adopted the very upususl procedure, before hearing
the petition, of ordering an enquiry by the High
Court as to the truth of the allegation, and the mafter
thereupon went back to Patna for report. The High
Court, having taken evidence, reported to the Privy
Council that not only was this Juryman ignorant of
English, but that the knowledge of two other Jury-
men in the same trial was very limited. Notwith-
atanding this, the High Court stated that independent-
1y of these faots it had itself gone into the evidence
against the acoused and was of the opinion that no-
injustioe had been done to them and they wera pre-
perly convioted and sentenced. When the report.
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+came back tothe Privy Council their Lordships had
no hesitation in granting special leave to appeal, and
the appeal waa argued with oonsiderable skill by Mr.
D. N. Pri#t, K.0C,, and Mr. 0, Sidney Smith, former-
1y Crown Prosecutor of Madras, against the Crown.
It was olear from these proceedings that the Board,
-gonsisting of Lord Atkin, Lord Thankertone and
Bir George Lowndes, would have no hesitation in
allowing the appeal, and judgment was reserved
until yesterday in order to econsider the manner in
whioh their Lordships would deal with the appeal
-and the appropriate order to be made therson, They
have now delivered judgment upholding the cbjeo-

tion that there had been a mis-irial. They thought :

it desirable that any discretion as to any consequen-
tial Order should be exercised by the High Court
-and they advised that the appeal should be allowed,
that the dismissal of the appeals by the High Court
-should be reversed, and that the conviotions and
sentences should be set aside, leaving the represen-
‘tatives of the Crown in India to take such steps in the
matter of a re-trial as might be open to them thera.

feviews,
-COLLABORATION BETWEEN EMPLOYERS
& EMPLOYED.
ANDUSTRIAL RELATIONS IN GREAT

BRITAIN. By J. H. RICHARDSON. (L L.O,)
¢ 1933. 25em. 272p. 36,

THIS publication is the outoome of s resolution

adopted in 1928 by the International Labour Con- ]

ference asking the General Body to follow with due
-attention the progress of the spirit of collaboration

between employers and employed and to report on

the subject from time to tims. The practice of

industrial relations in Great Pritain has been

-suocinetly described, The first chapter gives a goneral
survey of the economio and social background of
“Great Britain and shows how the small area of that
country hes facilitated the formation of national
organisationis of workers and employers. In the next
ohapter, considerable apace is devoted to a description
of the development, the structure and the polioy of
the British Trade Union Movement since its very
inception, Similarly, the author in chapter ITI gives
& survey of the existing employers' organisations,
The more important part of the book is eontained in
<chapters IV and V whioh describe the various
methods of negotiation between Trade Unions and
employers’ organisations. Chapter V on Works
-Councils describes the history of the organisation of
‘Works Counoils and shows how in Great Britain the
atruoture of these Councils differs from the ons to be
usually met with in’ continental Europs, The
following remarks of the author are extremely
important to the Indian Trade Unionists, who ara
‘faced with the problem of settling their attitude
rogarding Works Councils — )
“ There haa bsen ‘little support for Works Oaunsils
either by the Trade Unions orthe employer’s organisa-
tions. In the engineering industry, vailway transpore
tation and in one or two industries in which Joiot
Industrial Councils have been sst up, the Trade Unions
have been partiss to agresments by which Works Counoils

have baen established. Their usual attituds, however, -

bas been ome of watohful and even of suspicious
peutrality, while sometimes they hava shown definite

hostilisy. The apathy shown bas been dues %o the belisf

shat under the presant aystem of industrial control, Worka
. Couneils can sxercise little power and that they often
. Wdeal only with insignificant matters, Few Works

- Councils have baen formed as a result of Trade: Union
' initiative. Where, however, the management of a firm
-has proposed the setting up of & Works. Counsi), the
. Trade Unions have frequently, though not always; ne-
frained from opposition, and they have sometimes given
their support when they hava been gatisfied that no
attempt would be made toundermine the Trade Union
position. ** o S SR
It may be stated that in Great Britain no legis-
lation regulating Warks Counoils- exists and what-
ever machinery exists is based ord -‘voluntary
agreements, because the British Trade Union Move-

-ment is opposed to compulsory arbitration,  Hera-

in lies the trouble. The present machinery of the
Wages Board brought into existenoe as a result’ of
voluntary- agreement between the Railway
Companies and the Trade Unions and recognised in
the Britisk Railway Aot is proposed to be scrapped
by the employers because the Boards cams info
existence as a result of voluntary agreement only
and not statutory enactment. The book containsa
summary of different types of Works Counoils that

| have been set up in several large undertakings in
Great Britain, The chapisr on - induostrial welfare

and labour management oontains & comprehensive
gtudy of different types of voluntary welfars and
labour research work in Great Britain. _

 On the whole, Professor Riohardson’s Report is

.| & valuable document for all etudents interested in &

study of the industrial relations ‘in Great Britain.
This volume is & precursor to similar monographs
about other countries and the International Labour
Office deserves to be congratulated on having under-

-| taken » systematio study of indusirial relations ’i¥n

various couniries. ‘ St

MONETARY PLANNING.

PLANNED MONEY. By Basm P. mcmr_
(Oxford University Press.) 1932. 200m. 174p. 5=

THE complacent attitude adopted by most laymen
towards the monetary system ia being shaken. Tha
repeated fluctuations in prices witnassed during the
1ast fow years have brought to many a realisation of
the essentially irrational chuaraoter of the so-called
automatio gold standard. To base our monetary
policy on the available supply of gold and to main-
tain the stability of exchange rates by ensuring con-
vortibility of internal ourrency into that maetal
summed up, till recently, all the wisdom of monetary -
authorities, That the adoption of this course entailad’
an artificial and unwarranted Qisturbance of the
internal price level was not ‘sufficiently recognisad
and important national interests wera sacrificed to the
fetish of exohange stability. It is a welcome sign of
the times that experionced treasury officials like Sir
Bacil Blackett are coming to ses the merits .of- th
otber side, namely, of a constant price level. .

In Sir Basil’s opinion the nineteanth century con~
ception of an automatic and self-adjusting economic
system is out of accord with the twentieth century
oonditions, Conscious, deliberate and forward plane
ning must now be adopted as the economie polioy
of modern states. In the field of monetary planning
the key position is to be held by a stable internst
prioce level. The currency authority by operating on
the volume of its notes, which of course ara to be
inconvertible, will be expected to hald the general
index number of prices batween a five per cent limit
on either side of the hasic price level. Any repercu~
peions that suoch a policy might have on forsigm
exchange and external trade have to be put up witn
as a necessary and lesser evil, o ,
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_ Sir Basil recognises that a planned money policy
“worid be impossible without the adoption of planning
-§n -other economie and political fields. The whole
-nourge of production,; exchange and distribution will
-have to be regulated if not- controlled so as to avoid
sthe violent' fluctuations in costs and in purchasing
‘power-which inevitably produce s disturbance of the

price level. The present governmental bodies are

held to be unsuited for the exercise of suoh vital and .

detailed control. It is suggested, therefore, that
.the several industries and other departments of
_economio. life should be .formed into funetional
.bedies which will enjoy considerable powers of self-
government under the general supervision of the
atate. Freedom as st present understood will indeed
suffer, but the essentisl benefit of freedom, namely, to
.ansure opportunities for the fullest development of
individual qualities, will be secured by promoting
more stable conditions, Like freedom, competition
.will bave to plsy a more enlightened role in the new
order, Unless a higher motive than immediate self-
interest guides the policies of the suggested functionsl
organisations they will fail to secure beneficont eon-
ditions of progress.

JApart from his genaral thesis that the desirable
monetary policy for the future is an inconvertible
currency and.a stable price level , Sir Basil Blackett
has spacial recommendations to make for adoption by

.the countries of the British Empire and by such other
couniries like Denmark and Argentina which are
‘dependent on. U. K, for a large portion of their foreign
trade, These countries, it is suggested, should form
a monetary alliance under the leadership of the Bri-
tish sterling. Slerlingaria is the name Sir Basil gives
to these associated natioms, Members of this group
‘will be expected to maintain a fixed ratio between
their internal currencies and the sterling. The stabi-
lisation of sterling prices will, in Sir Basil’s opinion,
induce a.stability in their prices as well. Andin
any case the difficulty of maintaining stability in
texms of sterling will be less than that at present
experienced in the effort to maintain a stable
exchange rafe on a gold basis. Such a consclidation
‘of the natlons of the Empire will, Sir Basil hopes,
merve as a good corrective to narrow nationslism and
will even facilitate later understanding with other
eountries,

Sir Bagil’s book is addressed to non-economists,
and jt gerves a very admirable purpose in explaining
to them the irrationality of the so-called automatic
system. Popular prejudice is always an insuperable
obstacle in the way of sound currency policy and
if the book under review succeeds in overcoming the
ignorance of Iaymen and politicians it will justify
itself in full measure. As the author is neither a
historian nor an economist it will be unfair to take
him at his word on every detail. There are, however,
& few Important points of wrong perspective or mis-
taken emphasis which must be noticed even by a
superficial reviewer. In saying that the nineteenth
century believed in a self-regulating system and that

- §he twentieth is realising thab belief to be a myth Sir
Basil can at best be referring to British thought on
thege subjects. Many writers and politicians on the
European oontinent and in India never believed in
‘the existence either of s self-regulating system or of
the beneficent results of complete economio freedom
and unchecked competition, It provokes very sad
thoughts mbout the futility of wisdom divorced from
power when we realise that more than two genera-
"tlons sgo Ranade and Dadabhoy carried on a forlorn
struggle against the laisser faire polioy of the then
membera of the Government of India.
~ That British thought is at present more ohvious-

-1y nationalistie than at any time during the last
oentury is to be seen in the author's insistence that

planning at the pregent stsge can neither be indivi-.
dusl nor international, but it must be natfonal, But-
when Sir Basil like many others of his countrymen
tries to make out that an Imperial outlook ism cor-
rective of nartow nationalism it is difficult to foliow
him. The feeling of nationalism is very strong in
many parts of the Empire and they have formed
most helpful contacts among countries that are out--
side the Empire. Moreover an economio consolida«-
tion of the British Ewmpire, granting that such an:
achievement were possible; would produce most
unfavourable reactions on ita relations with the yeet
of the world. Internationsl rivalry and discord,.
instead of cooperation and harmony, will be promoted
by any such step. The gooner the British officiels
snd statesmen realise the hollowness of the conoceps
tion that the Empire is well suited to be an economiec
unit, the better will it be for such nations as Indis,
which have seen no cause to concur fn that belief.
The members of the proposed Sterlingaria will tend to
be under the economio domination of Great Britain, .
‘Whether this is & price which they will be prepared
to pay even for the uncertain advantage of price
gtability is 8 question whioch will be differently an-
swered in different parts of the Empire. As Sir Basil
Blackett himself admits, the conduct of British finan-
cial authorities in the past has not been sufficiently
indicative of their realisation of the full responsibi-
lities of leadership. In particular as the ocountries in
the Sterlingaria are to maintain a fixed rate of
exchange with sterling it ir open to doubt How far
their own price levels will be amenable to their
unbhampered control,

~ Sir Baxsil’s book can well be described as an able
exposition of the case for monetary planning on
imperisl lines. In view of the fact that immediately
after the collapse of the World Economie Conference-
tha delegates of Empire countries have subscribed tos
memorandum expressing their readiness tc carry the
Ottawa spirit into the field of monetary policies s
special signifioance attaches to the book. Every
careful student of monetary problems in genersl, and
of the eurrency policy of the Government of India
in particular, should make it a point to go through
Sir Basil Blackett's book.

D, G, KARVE.

-
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Mr. Parulekar continued to be the Assistant-
Secretary of the Bombay Textile Labour Union and
the General Secretary of the Dharavi 'I_'annery and
Leather Worker’s Union,fthe latter of which, however,
was not much in evidence as many of the tanneries
were closed down and the workers thrown out of
employment and their earnings reduced to as fow as
Rs. 9 per mensem. He tried to get the Factory Act
extended to the tanneries and thereby to afford some-
protection to the workers. He was elected Assistant
Seoretary of the Indian Trades Union _Federat.'lqn and
wag in sole charge of the work during the illness-
of Mr. Bakhale. He was in editorial charge of the-
“Trade Union Record ” and was besides the General
Searctary of the mewly started Indian Institute of
Sociology. He was elected Treasurer of the Bombay
Seamen's Union. He organised astudy circle for the
working classes In Kamatipura snd arranged for-
classes in labour, evonomics and published an Urdu

iseellaneons,
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pamphlet, “Why is there Poverty in the World?” A
groat part of his time was taken up in defending the
rights of workers during strikes and lock-outs. The
Kuria Mills had locked out some 800 workers and
instituted cases against Mr. Parulekar and some oth-
-ers, who were, however, acquitted. He conduot.ed_ A
strike of the workers of the Sassoon Allianoce Silk
Mill, who were threatened with a cut in their wages
-0f 10 per cent. Thanks to the rapid and effective.
organisation of the workers, the threatened cut was
-dropped, Later on in September last the management
decided to work the Mill for only fifteen days per
month, And this led to a strike, whioh is still on:
Mr. Parulekar was engaged in negatiations, and
in raising funds for the upkeep of the strikers, and
in successfully instituting legal proceedings for the
recovery of arrears due to the workers, R
Mvr, Suryanarayans Rao gave part of his time
“to promote labour unions in Malabar, . To two Unions
existing st the commencement of the year he added
‘two more, one of tile workers in Feroke and the other
of handloom weavers in Cannanore. He started 8
~cooperative store for the employees of a tile factory
-at Feroke. C

Mr, Venkataraman was the Tressurer of the
Madras Labour Union and took part in the negotia-

‘tions with the management of Messra, Binny and |

-Co., which resulted in the racognition of the Union
by the Company. Mr. Dube was the Pregident of
the Lucknow Postal Union, and Joint Secretary
of the U, P. Postal Union and a member of the
Isdustrial Committee of the U. P. Christian Couneil,
Mr. Ambekar was connected with the Poona Postmen
-and the Lower Grade Staff Unions, '

EDUCATION.

Mr. Devadhar was the chairman of the Aryan’

* Education Soociety in Bombay, besides directing
the various educational activities of the Poona Savs,
Sadan Soofety. Mr, Kunzru wag a- member of the
'Executlve_ Council of the Allahabad University, and
the Counci} of the Banares University. The Dapres.
sad Classes Mission in M angalore and the Davadhar
Malbar Reconstrustion Trust, which are under the
oharge of Mr. Suryanarayan

eduoationgl- in their work., The Trust maintain-

«d four Higher Elsmentary Bohools, of which one

was mainly for Harijan children, and a Night School.

The Higher Elementary School at Tanur provided

vooa.tmna_l training in weaving and in agriculture.

Recognition and aid from Government for five years
a8 seoured during the year for this sohool. = The

t ocompleted the experiment of a schema of
adult education sanctioned by Government for three
yeara, The ,results were not up to expeoiations, but

, the. Education Department were desirous that the ex-
perm;;nt shouid be continued and even extended.

Mr. Dubo was & member of the Board of the
‘Christian Higher Education in U, P., which controls
8secondary and higher grade institutions inU. B, He
avaoated the Indianisation of the control of these
Inetitutions and the acceptance of the Consoisnce
Clause., Besides he addressed the students assembled
at the Sat Tal Ashram and of several schools and
«olleges in the U. P.

'LIBRARIES,

The Transfer to the Siolety of the Gokhale
Memorial Library, Nagpur, was completed during
the year. The building has been improved at a oost
of Rs. 3515° and books worth Rs, 325 have besn
added during the year,

The Soqiet,v maintains at its headquarters at
Poona and its Branches ai Madrag, Bombay and
Allahabad and in Cuttuck libraries, which though
primarily meant for the use of the members of the

-of local Colleges.

Rao, are largely |

édciety. have -baeﬁ ;ls‘do available to- the publio:
under esrtain eonditions, The Central Library ak.

‘Poona contained ‘over 13,816 book.s, and reports,
‘exslisive of periodicals, some of "whioh are véry old

and rare. The Library formed the' mainstay of the
(Gokhale Institute of Politics and Euonomxcs,_whmh‘
also contributed books worth Rs. 418 to the Library.
The Sooiety spent Rs, 2,100 'on the maintenance of
the Library)during the year, Books are ‘added ‘to’
parfly by purchase and partly by the, transfér to’
the Library of the books received by the " Servant’
of India™ for review, which, thanks to the generous:
oconsentt of the reviewers, are returned after bep:g
reviewed. The Library.is both a reading and lending

‘one snd the number of readers and’ borrowers : regis<’

tored is 65 many of whom are pr{st-grgdpgta s‘i:.!;de_mqtg"

R | A A4

. The Central Library continues ta be 'a. deposi-,
tory library of the Leagua of Nations and the Infer;.
national Labour Office publications and contains a,
fairly full set of them.. The Society's thanks ara,

due to the League and the L L..Q, .for this much,

 appreciated giff. = CieEiiu. 4w
Mr. Kaul was in charga of the Giangs Prasad
Varma Memorial Library in Lucknow., . " ..

THE POONA. SEVA :SADAN. SOCIETY. . ...
Mr. Dovadhar, notwithstanding his multifarions:
‘other setivition, continued to devote the gremter part’
of his time to the furtherance. of the work of the’
Seva Sadan, the wide range of aotivities of which:
have been maintained unimpaired': vooational -and!
general education of women, adult education, trainingg
in medicine, public healtk, nursing, teasching, ete.!
A new and commodious building is unden construos?
tion ag & rest house for the Sova Sadan murses em-
ployed in the Sassoon Hospital.  The past. commit. )
ments and the growing financial and other obligations!
of the Scoisty made heavy oalls on the energiea .of -
Mr, Devadhar, with the resuit that his health was!
very indifferent during the year.. - T
THE BHIL SEVA MANDAL;

Until the inauguration of the September fast,
of the Mahatmea over the untouchability question and’
tha subsequent inauguration of the Servants of t:l.uaE
Unfouchables Society, Mr. Thakkar devoted the;j
greater part of his time fo the Bhil Seva Mandal
which completed tent years of existence in Sepbamber
last, A new phase of the work was the opening -of'
private elementary schools in Bhil villages by Bhi}:
boys who had ocompleted their education in the
schools of the Mandsl. These schools were given:
grants in aid by the Mandal. :

DEVADHAR MALABAR RECONSTRUCTION TRUST.

Mr. Suryanarayana Rso, assisted by Mr: V R..
Nayanar, who has gince been admitted as a probation<
er of the Socicty, was in charge of the work in Caliout,
Tanur, Tirur, and Gopalapuram in Malabar. :I‘ho i
sducational work has aiready bagn referved to in &
previous paragraph. It is the polioy of the Trust to
bring together the upper caste Hindu, the Harijan
and the Moplah in common- work. - The '_Tmst con~
doets two Weavers' Cooperative Sooieties, *which,
however, have not'been quite sucoessful. Their chief
difficulty is the marketing of their products. The
Co-operative Dapartment of the Madras Governmenk
has been approached for assistance in thig raspect

At QGopalapuram the Trust maintaing a colony
of Harijana. A dozen families have been -settled -
on a piece of land, which is self-contained for ite -
oivic needs. It maintains a Higher Elementary School .
as woll ag a hostel, the Gray Hoatel with iz hoarde ;':.s

The teachers who belong to the "highar ™ cas
live among the Harijana, A grant of Ra. 2,500 has
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Been secured: from the Labour Department for the |

construction of & well for the sppply of water here,

'DEPRESSED, CLASSES MISSION, MANGALORE,
Apart from the propaganda work - referred to in
an earlier paragraph, and which received its chief
initiative and spur from Mahatma Gandhi, the Society
has been carrying .on, for many yeara now, institu-
tional work for the uplift of the Harijans. The Depre-
mied Clegses Misgion in Mangalore snd Udipi was
under the charge -of Mr. Suryaparayan Rao. On
account of the economio depression and the policy of
retrenchment adopted by the Government, the income
of the Mission showed & deficit of over Rs, 1,500,
which rendered it necessary to effect savings in the

expenses of the Mission. The activities of the Mission |

were, on the whole, maintained intact, The Mission
maintained three boarding houses with 79 pupils,
one higher elementary schooi, and two elementary
schocls. The carpentry section was maintained and
orders canvassed for it, Arrangements were being
made to start a weaving department. Adult educa-
tion classes, magio lantern lectures, and scouting
fgrmed some of the foatures of the work,

JALGAON CRIMINAL TRIBES SETTLEMENT.

The Bociety acoepted the invitation of the Go-
vernment to take over the Criminal Tribes Settloment
at Jalgaon on the ususl grant-in-aid system. Mr. K,
G, Sharangpani has been selected for the purpose.
He spent a coneiderable amount of time during the
year in making a comparative .study of criminal
tribes iand wrote a series of arficles on the subject
in the “Servant of India” which were subsequently
brought together in pamphlet form, They were also
teanslated into Marathi and brought out as a pamphlet,

Besides study, Mr. Sharangpani underwent prac-
tical training under the Backward Classes Officar,
He vigited most of the settlements under Government
and private control in the presidency, and acquainted
himgpelf with their work. He attended the conference
on “Delinquency’’ at Dharwar, and later undertook
a study of the subject,

The resolution of the Government approving of
the transfer to the Booiety of the Jalgaon Settlement

was issued on the 15th May, 1933, and Mr. Sharang-

pani will take over charge in the beginning of July
next.

My, Thakkar was a co-opted member of the Back-
ward Classes Board appointed by the Bombay Govern-
ment and took part in the discussions regarding the
aborigiral tribes. Mr.Bakhale was elected to the
Board by the Bombay Legislative Council and
assisted the Board in its work of awarding scholar-
ghips to the boys and girls, providing boarding houses
for them and securing representation for the backward
opmmunities on loosl boards, and in the services and
in extending to them the common ocivic amenities.
He submitted to the Boarda bill to provide equal
rights tp them - nlong with the other communities in
respect of common wells and dharmashaias,

Mr. Suryanarayana Rao conducted a residenital
achool for Koragas, s backward community in South
Kanara. Failing a Hindu, a Christian wae appointed
ag teacher in that schools

BHAGINI SEVA MANDIR,

- Mr. K, J, Chitalia devoted himself to.the work
of’ the Bhagini Seva Sangh and particularly to its
Harijan SBeva branch, along with Srimati Suraj Ben.
The building belonging to the Sangh, whiock, as
stated in last year's report, was in Government
;g;;ody. will be handed back to the Sangh in June

‘tion work in Chowdwar.

The work of looking after the sweepars in Viller

‘Parle and supvlying as far as possible their
‘matorial and: moral needs formed the prinoipal-

work of the Bangh. Aun intensive study of the-
conditions under whioh the sweepers lived was

‘made and published in the “Servant of India,” and*
‘was supplied to Mahatma (Gandhi who comment.

ed on it in' his wighth statement issued from:

‘the Yeravds Jail ih November last, - A day school

for boys amd a night school for men wers started in.
October last with aix Bhangi boys in the hostel
maintained for them, and & créché with six babies,
The Munioipality. was successfully persuaded to
provide water, lighting and housing for them.

Mr, Chitalia was appointed Secretary of the
Bombay Suburban Distriet Board of the Servants of
the Untouchables Society. He formed local ' commit~
tees at several places which undertook educational
and sanitary work among the Harijans,

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION.

Mr, Devadhar was the Chairman of the Decean
Agricultural Asgociation and & member of the Advi--
sory Board of the Imperial Council of Agrioultural
Research, both of which are deeply concerned with
rural uplift. He visited the ¥, M, C. A, Rural Uplifs
Centres at Marthandam and Ramanadhapuram to-
study practical uplift work ; participated in the third
Rural Uplift Conference at Kirloskarwadi: lactured
8t the Pandharpur Agricultural and Cattle Show;.
wvisited the sugarcane experimental stations at Man-
jariand Hadapsar; and supervised the rural work.
undertaken by the Poona Seva Sadan at Khed-
Shivapur.

Mr., L. N. Sahu continued his rural reconstruc-
Among the items of work:
may be mentioned free distribution of medicine,
teaching of the three R’s, agrioultural experiments
and propagands, specially sugarcane cultivation and-
a leprosy olinic.

Mr. Sivaswamy, assisted by Mr. Sivasubrams.-
nyam for the most part:of the year, was engaged’
in rural work in the Trichinopoly district with head--
quarters at Mayanoor. . The activities covered fifty-
villages and were carried on by members of twelve
Youth Lesgues under the direction of Mr, Siva-
swamy. Literaoy oclagses, reading of newspapers,
bhajans, temperance and other propaganda by magic
lantern lectures as well as conferences of villages,.
both for definite and general purposes, were some of
the meana adopted. Seventy-five village gatherings
were held during the year, at thirty of which magic-
lantern lectures were given. Three speocial' confe-
rences were held of workers and sympathisers, which
wore largely and influentially sattended. Weekly
meetings were held at Nerur for the benefit of the
Harijans near that place, Twelve tracts, a handbook
of lessons for adult schools, and two leaflets of songs.
were issued during the year. Two others on * super—
stitions” and on “food” were under preparation.

{ To be continued. )
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