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Topics of the dVeck,

‘The Joint Select Committee,

TEE slow progress of the Joint Select Committee
on the White Paper was apparently the eause of much
diecatisfaction among the Indian delegates. Though

-

the Indian delegates have beem more than eight |

weeks in England attending to the work of the Com-
mittee, it cannot yet be said to have come to olose
gripe with the problems before ;it. This is contrary
to the plans which gome of the more important dele-
gates had prepared for themselves, presumably on the
strength of information officially supplied to them
prior to their departure for England. Indeed it is
‘well known that Sir Tej Babadur Sapru had told the
Viceroy thet bis arrangements would not enable him
4o stay in Fngland later than the early part of July.
‘To him and to many others their unexpeotedly long
sojourn in England was a source of much incon-
wvenience. 1t is obviously to meet their wishes thak
the new sukcommittes procedure wae devised, to
which Parlisment has since signified its approval.
Unrder this the recording of evidence will be done not
by the whele Committee but by w small sub-com-
mittee told off for the purrose, The new arrange-
-ment is to be welcemed as doing something to acoe-
lerate the despatch of businessby the Committes so
that Indian delegetes may be free to leave a forinight
or so later than the time fixed by them for their
return journey. The examination of the Secretary of
State for India whioch has already begun will he
followed by that of witnessea from India so as to
obviate the necesaity of their idle stay in England
during the Parliamentary sutumn adjournment, The
oonsultations between the British and Indian wings
of the Committes which are to take place within the
noxt fow days will reelly constitute an important for-
mative stage and should give the delegates from this
country some goneral ides as to how far the British

. In thege oircumstances, the question ias:

Government is prepared to go to meet either the
Indien view or the opposition. led by Mr. Churchill.
Nobody need be surprised if these confabulations be-
tray & desire on the part of the British Govern.
ment to placate the latter in preference to the former,
» L 3 B 3

Provincial Autonomy at Greek Kalends | .

THE ‘special opportunities- enjoyed by the
European Association for influencing "Govern-
ment decisions invest the ovidence tendered hefors
the Joint Seleot Committee on its behalf with much
pignificance. A ocabled summesry of _ its evidence
shows that the Association would insisk upon the ful-
filment of three conditione before even provincial

. governments are made responsible fo their legista-

ture. Thesesara: (1) satisfactory -financial settle-
ment, (2) full protection for the services and (3) the
promise of a measure of co-cperation which would
ensure a etable government. :The conditions are- so
vaguely worded that it is difficult to make eut -what
is really intended to be vonveyed by them. Is the
firet one to be understood to imply that tunless the

| finances of a province are in a satisfactory condition

it should not be made autonomous ? Ifgo,. in-
sistence upon satisfactory finance as a pre-requisito of
provineial sutonomy instead of leaving the autono-
mous provinces to devise the best means of pver-
coming their financial difficulties virtually amounts

to delaying the advent of full responsibility in
" tnany Indian provinces for some years to come, . For,
' ag oan be eacily understood, financicl. satisfaction is

largely dependent upen world economio - oenditions
which, so far as can be seen, hold cut no immediate
promise of improvement. While the Association’s
solicitude for the welfare of the services is patural,
it would have done wall if it. had definitely ‘told us
what it tbought of the provisions made in the White
Paper for their protection, ' The Aescciation cannot
be unaware of the fact that these bave received such
unmessured and universal condemnation that Mr.
Sastri was constrained to remark at the last session

' of the Conference of the Indian Liberal Party that

even if the White Paper were otherwise gatis-
factory he would reject it simply because of the in-
clugjon in it of such reactionary Service safeguards.
Does the
Assooiation want them tobe stiffened still further?
In that onse the White Paper constitution will com-
mand the aliegiance of only an infinitesimally
small seotion of politically-minded India, so that the
non-fulfilment of the Association's third condition
follows as & matter of course. It is of ocourse very
far from our intentions to suggest that the Associs-
tion is bent upon prejudicing the successful working
of the new constitution. But if it bad set its heatt on
doing 80, wo are sure it could not hava chosen more
effective means of achieving its object than by lay-
ing down theconditions the satisfaction of which
alone will lead to provinecisl autonomy.
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The Princes’ Sacrifice.

“THE Princes contribute nothing to the federation,
neither revenue, nor suthority,” observed Col.
Wedgwood to the Joint Select Committee. Confirma-
tion of this was indirectly obtained by Lord Rankeil-
iour from Mr. Panikkar. The former asked: “If you
give over certain powers and responsibilities to the
Federal Government, that would to some extsnt re-
Jieve your own expenses, would it not, obviousiy "
thue suggesting that the States ought to be prepsred
to bear their share of the burden of direct taxes. Mr.
Panikkar however was compelled to answer that the
Statee would not be relieved of the expenses of
-administering any subjects that would be made over
to the Federation. For * most of the subjects which
you have now federated are under the administra-
tion of the Government of Indis.... Therefore,
we are not saving any money by handing over
these subjects to the Federal Government.” Taking
ap this thread, Mr. Morgan Jones asked: “So
that practioally you are making no contribufion
in coming into the federation ? ” And Mr, Panikkar’s
answer was: ° We are transferring the right,
because the right does rot belong at the present
time to the Government.” That is fo say, the Princes
will now be divested de jure of the powers of which
they have long been divested de facfo. This is all
that the federation purports to do.

L 3 »* *

Leading Questions.

S8CHOOLBOYS are often asked if they know what
is meant by * leading quastions,” and they are often
.puzeled for an answer. The following will perhaps
serve as very good illustrations of such questions,
-and the Government may well oirculate them to all
the schools for the benefit of the children. The
«questions were put by Mr. A, Rangaswami Iyengar,
the editor of the Hindu, and the answers were given
by the States’ delegation.

Q.—You have stated that the advent of Tndian States'
representatives nominated by the Princes would introduce
an element of stability avd responsibility. This dces not
grise from the faot that thers are no demoeratic or repre-
aentative institutions in any of the States ?

A —No,

Q.—And, therefors, the argument that you will act as
a brake on the democracy of Endia by ocoming in, owing
to the absence of democracy in Indian Btates, is an
unsound statement, is it ?

A—Yes,

* . .

Indian Women’s University.

THIS University, founded by Professor D. K.
Karve, is etill under the cloud that has been over-
hanging it since last year, when the executors of the
late Sir Vithaldas D. Thaokersey's will stopped the
payment of an annual grant of Ra. 52,500, The
olpud has not yet lifted, and the serious diffioulties
which the University encounters on account of the
source being closed which supplied so far more than
two-thirds of the expenditure oan easily be imagined.
The dispute between the University and the late
donor’s trustees will happily no longer be a dispute
‘between the parties, since the administration of the
endowment is being looked into by Government
jtself. It is to be earnestly hoped that the inquiry
-will goon be completed and that it will resuli in an
amicable settiement enabling the University to carry
on its work on an undiminished scale. Anyhow, the
promoters  of the University are determined to
‘keep it up, As Professor Karve said at the
prize distribution ceremony of the University’s
Poona College 1ast week, they had not expected the

windfall of Sir Vithaldas's donation when they
started work, and would not allow it to suffor if the
donation was no longer available. It is heartening
to rece:ve such an assurance, for women's education
would receive » eerious blow if the unique work be-

-ing done there oould not be continued and extended.

The University is making good progrese in point of
numbers of those who receive education at its hands,
and every well-wisher of tha University must do his
or her level best to give it financial support. The
Chief of Jamkhandi, who presided at the annual
celebration of the Poona College, made a very

| encouraging speech on the occasion, and promised

to extend monetary help to it,and it is to be hoped
that he will endow this women's college in memory
of his mother even =s he endowed the S, P, College
( mainly & men's college ) in memory of his father.

L » *
Municipalities in C. P.

IT would appear from the latest resolution of the
C. P. Government on fhe working of municipalities
that a proposal to set up municipalities in some rural
places with a population of 10,000 and more had to
be abandomed owing to the opposition of the people
concerned based on their unwillingness to bear addi-
tional taxation. This, though regrettable, cannot be
gaid to be a peculiar characteristic of the people of
those provinces. Unreadiness to bear taxation isa
human weskness; but it is also true that better
amenities of life eannot be provided in the absence
of requisite funds. 1f the residents of the areas
concerned are anxious for added convenienoes, it is
up to them to eombine in order to find the additional
funds. It is time thers was a general recognition
of the fact that amenities cannot be provided
oul of nothing,

Deficient civie conscience seems to have been
largely responsible for the considerable number of
municipal meetings which had to be adjourned for
want of quorum, The scandal of the members of
municipalities themselves being defaulters in regard
to municipal dues was algo found to exist in some
municipalities. It is hoped that the passage of the Bill
which see%s to disqualify defaulting office-bearers
and members from office will lead to its stoppage
before very long. Collection of municipal taxes ap-
pears to have been unsatisfactory throughout the
province with the result that not a single municipa-
lity was able to collect 95 per cent. of its demand
with & viaw to its being placed in A class, The
collection seems to have varied between 23 and 90
per cent. and was much handicapped by the unwill-
ingness of the municipal sauthorities to face the
unpleasantness of putting the coercive processes
of law into operation.

It is a matter for satisfaction that though finan-
oial stringenoy necessitated a further raduc_tlpn gf
the Government’s educational grants to municipali-

.tiea from 10Q to 20 per cent, with the consequent de-

crease in the number of teachers' posts and their
salaries, there was a rise of over 5,500 in the number
of boys reading in primary schoois. It is & puszle
to us why the resolution fails to give similar in-
formation ams regards giris. Is it to be supposed tha¢
the number of girl students showed a decline ? Com-
pulsory education made hardly any headway, having
been introduced in two more municipalities and
abandoned in ona. According to the resolution, the
nuraber of munioipalities which have enforced com-
pulsion in regard to primary education was 23. But,
it is added, not all of them achieved efficiency and
in one the scheme proved a failure, This discloses
a state of things which calls for urgent attention on
the part of the authorities concerned.
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Factories in the Punjab.

REVIEWING ¢he provincial report on factories
for 1932, the Punjab Government strougly animed-
verts upon the glackness on the pari of factory in-
spectors and district magistrates in the matter of in-
gpection of industrial concerns. Though the total
number of inspections rose from 532 in the preceding
year to 580 during the year under report, that of in-
spections by night dropped from 62 to 42. Inspeotions
by district magistrates also declined from 40 to 24,
That occasionsl nightly visits by factory inspeotors are
waluable is shown by the faot that the offence of work-
ing labour over-time was detected in 12 factories as a
result of such visits, It does not speak well for the
gense of duty of district magistrates that the dietriet
magistrates of only eight distriots, and those too of
litfle industrial importance, wers found to have
takeon their duties in regard to factories geriously, no
fnaspections whatever being carried ount in the mors
important towns of the province. This laxity on
the part of the inspecting authorities is held by the
Government to be absolutely unjustifiable; and it is
to be hoped that the etrong strictures passed by the
Government on their conduct will serve sas an eye-
opener and spur them on to greater activity.

Before going on to examine the atatistics about
industrial accidents it is well to understand the
technical meaning of the words All casea in which
the injured persons are unabie to return o work
within 48 hours of the occurrence are accidents for
the purposes of the Factories Act: while an accident
must have disabled a person for work for at least ten
daya in order to enable him to qualify for the benefits
of the Workmen's Compensation Act. The number of
aocidents of the former kind in the Punjab was 1,091
na againet 1,142 in 1931, while that of the latter
variety 504 as against 571 in the previous year,
The information furnished in the report points
to a marked improvement in the promptness with
which olaims for compensation for injuries were
sottled. In 1931 cut of 12 fatal aceidents compensa-
tion was paid only on two claims before the close of
the year ; while the oorresponding figurss for the
year under report were 6 and 3, in two more cases
the amount of compensation having been deposited
with the Commissioner. Similarly, out of 26 claims
for compensation owing to permanent disablements,
22 were paid off during the year as against 18 out of
39 during the previous year. The promptness in the
settlement of such claims is greatly to be welcomed,
for, as observed by the Punjab Government, it greatly
adds to the vaiue of the compensation,

Attirles,

SAVING THE LONDON CONFERENCE.

OMMENTING on the prospects of the World
Economie Conference wa had stated a fow
weeks ago that it would be unreasonable to

suppose that the American President and the British
Prime Minister would consent to the convening of
the Conference unless they were agreed upon the
essentials of a working programme. Reocent publi-
oation of the vorrespondence that has passed batween
the two Governmonts on the subject of British debt
fnatalment to Amerioa, whioh fell in on the 15th of
June last, shows that the very unreasonable ‘supposi-
tion’ answers the ‘facts’ quite adequately. Disorganis-
od exchanges, unsound ocurrenoies, restrioctive tariff
walls, and disastrously low prices are the salient

economio ills from which the world is at present suf
fering. And it is clear that a beginning towards.
their removal cannot be made uniess the octopus of:
non-commerocial inter-atate obligations is finally re—
moved. Indeed this preliminary step had during the-
last few months, particularly since the Lausanne-
Conference, assumed such an axiomatio position that.
no statesman oould justify his olaims to & sense of
responsibility who would promote a world conferonce.
for economiec recovery without s pravious understand-
ing on this all-important question. Many people-
expected that within a fow hours after tha official
opening of the. Conferenoe on the 12th June an un-’
mistakable indication of its favourable attitude
towards cancellation, if not a formal declaration,
would be forthcoming from America. Nothing of
this sort, however, except the statement of President
Roosevelt that the part psymaent from Britaiz is not
in his personal opinion tantamount to a default, has
beer vouchsafed by the American Government. The
failure of the American exeoutive to rise to the needs
of the occasion has helpad to strengthen all the re-
actionary forces in Europe and to-day the World
Economic Conference is as near an ignominious end
as it osn be.

It avails nothing for a weary and sxasperated
world to be told that any deolaration of what in
practice amounts to a cancellation of foreign statea™
debls to America can be made only with the consent
of the Congress, and that the Congress is not in a
mood fo hear anything of such a propossl. The
difficultiea of the President wore obvious aven when
the British Prime Minister visited the United States
and unjess reasonable hopes were then entertained of
overcoming them in the near future thers was no
justifioation for oconvening the fateful Conference.
This is, moreover, no new experience for the American
President. President Wilson's failure to oarry the
legislature with him ia the momentous issue of the
League of Nations was an adequate warning to the
prasent ocoupant of the White House, If the World
Eoonomic Confarence fails on account of the internal
difficulties of the Amerioan Government it will be
well-nigh Impossible in the future to persuade other
nations to take the words of American Presidents at
their face value. Wa feol that the occasion is suffi~
ciently important for President Roosevelt to take a.
bold step. As the confirmation by the Congress ia

' necessary to any legislative canceliation of debts,

the consent of the President is essential to any
positive reialiation proposed by thet body. Tha
presidential veto oan be countered only by a two-
thirds majority in both the houses of the . legistature,
As in both the houses of the Congress the supporters
of Mr, Roosevelt muster in larger numbers than the
minimum one-third thus required %o make good his
veto a way out of the oconstitutional difficulty can
be easily indicated. Mr. Roosevelt should declare
that he and his party are in favour of cancellation
undergiven oonditions, If these oconditions are
agrecable to the other nations they might be per-
mitted to stop payments with the explicit approval

L of the President. It the legislature in America
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attempta to sabotage this agreement by opposing the
will of the President he should use his supporters for
a. counter resistance, If Mr, Rooseveltis really
convinced of the desirability of giving up the claims
for. war debts the diffioulties of the constitution must
not ba allowed to stand in the way of world re-
covery. If hé does not approve of the cancellation
there is no prospect of an apreed solution of the
problem. International defaults and a shattered
world oredit ‘would then be the only end.

Action taken by the United States with regard to
a direct attack on the price level by a process of
‘ reflation’ has been resented in the gold standard
countries, partioularly in France. The deliberats,
and what many consider an avoidable, abandon-
ment of the Gold Standard and the depreciation of the
dollar have further atiffened the backs of the French
and Italian representatives. Tariffs have never been
a field of agreement smong the politicians. Unlike
the last Economic QOonference, which unanimously
condemned tariffs, the present omne is inclined to go
no further than place on record its disapproval of
oxcessive tariffs. This would not mean anything in
practice. It would bs most regretéable if the London
Conference were to digperse without achieving sub-
stantisl and real agreement on the fundamental pro-
blems with which the world is today confronted. In
almost all countries forces of desperation and dis-
order are gefting more and more restive. Uniess the

gtatesmen of the various nations assembled in London
rise above petty national and factious prejudices not
only the prosperity but even the pesocs of the world
would be endangered. It would be an exaggeration
to say that the cancellation of war debts would by
itself solve the world economioe problem. But without
such a clearing of the decks the oapitalistic ship

will be destined to meet extremely foul weather,
The key of the situation rests with Prosident Roose-
velt. If he iz a man of that muoh courage, with

which his supporters credited him at the time of the
last presidential campaign, he will see to it that the
great gesture of goodwill ie forthooming, even though
it might mean a straining of his constitutional posi-
tion. With its own bons fides proved bayond a doubt,
America can play a successful role of an arbitrator
in resolving the other differences which threaten to
block the progress of negotiations. Mr. MacDonald
seems to have reserved himself to the last for the

great effort of which he is known to be oapable.
It is also reported that President Roosevelt has tele-
graphed to the effect that. the Conference must nof

fail on account of anything that the American dele-

gation does, 1Is it too much to hope, in the interests-
of world peace, that the heads of the two Anglo-Saxon-
Governments, who were mainly responsible for con-
vening an admittedly difficult conference, will take
the only course which can save it from a depiorable
end,

THE MAHATMA AND FEDERATION.

O part of Col. Wedgwood's evidence before the
Joint Select Committee will excite keener and
wider interest in this country than his statement

that he found, from his conversation in London in
1930, that Mahatma Gandhi's view of federation
was “exactly similar to his own.” Now, we know
what Col. Wedgwood thinks of federation. “ I would
prefer the centre unchanged, " he says, * rather than
the finality and abdication of the White Paper, with
an Assembly chosen as there laid down.”  To allow
the States’ representatives to be nominated is, in
his opinion, nothing short of * putting India
(permanently) under the control of non-representative
Princes.” “ Onoe they are in, they will be the power
and the Governmens of the whole of British India, ”
And Col. Wedgwood feels sura that * there will
be nobody more pleased than Mr. Gandhi when you
drop that White Paper and take up pomething more
democratic * such as his own alternative scheme.

One dare not question the truth of Col, Wedg-
wood's statement about Mahatma Gandhi, of course ;
but the people of this country will find it a little
difficult to acoept it without some amount of reserve.
The proposal fn the White Paper that the Prinoces
ghould themselves determine how the States' repre-
sentatives would be seleoted (a proposal which is
mainly responsible for making the ocomnstitution
undemooratio ) is not now made for the first time.
It was made at the first Round Table Conferenoce and

was repeated at the second, when Mahatma ' Gandhi:

raised no objeotion to it. He was agresable to .lst

the Princes nominate the whole blook if they so
chose. He did not even dare to mention election and.
waa certainly nobt prepared to press for a statutory
provision laying it down as the only method open to
them for selecting their representatives, The element
of autoeracy and oligarchy that there is in the White
Paper was therefora to be found in the Round Tabie
Conferonoe. scheme too, that was placed before
Mahatms Gandhi for consideration, and, what is
more, this part of the scheme met with his approval.
On the question of placing seclf-government before
democracy, there was no difference whatever befween
radical and moderate politicians from British India.
All alike were prepared to socept an undemocratie
Central Government, provided they obtained thereby
some kind of self-government, Mahatma QGandhi
too showed himself at the timeto be a nationalist
first and s demoorat by & long interval thereafter.
It is & trifle foo much therefors to believe that he
would at that time have preferred to go without self-
government at all st the centre if the self-government
to be conoeded eontained anti-democratic features
like that of princely nomination.

But it is very likely, and indeed certain, that
Mahatma Gandhi (assuming that, as a result of the
Congress Conference held this week, he will at all
consider the White Paper on its merits) will reject the
White Paper, and federation along with it, in favour
of a socheme like that of Col. Waedgwood; that is to
eay, he will muoh rather have & good deal loss self-

- government combined with a little more democracy
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than aocept & kind of seif-government wholly devoid
of, and in fact opposed to, demooracy. The reasons
for it are two. First, the quantum of self-government
that appeared to bs within reach in 1930 has since
very much shrunken. It is now so attenuated that
even confirmed moderates have begun to ask them-
gelves whether the reforms sare worth bothering
ashout at all, Second, the defacts fn the constitution,
if once allowed, will be of s permanent character,
Mahatma Gandhi, when he msgreed to nomination
by the Princes at the second Round Table Confer-
ence, must have entertained & hope of being able at
a reagonsble date in the future to got the constitu-
tion amended so that all the States will be required
to rend all their reptesentatives to the fedaral legia.
lature by popular election.

Thie hope is now dashed %o the ground, Because
it bas now beocome perfectly plain that in all such
matters the constitution will be nnalterable except
with the Princes’ consent. Col. Wedgwood put the
finger ont the right spot when he eaid, “ My chief
objection to the Whita Paper is its finality.” Buthe
too, we are afraid, does not fully remiise howabsolute
the finality is. He said to the Select Committee on
19th June: * Any further reform depends not upon
the Housas of Parliament, not upon England, but
upon the new Assembly which you are setting
up.”" Col, Wedgwood seems to think that since the
Agsembly in India will be dominated by a reactionary
element, it will inevitably turn down all proposals
for a further liberalization of the constitution. But
the oonstitution is not unamendabfe in this eense
alone. All our nationalist politicians are asking for
is that the Assembly (and the Senate together) should
be placed in a position of amending the constitution
without reference to the British Parlisment. They
will be completely satisfied if they are able to got
what Col, Wedgwood
reactionary provision. BUT THE FACT 1S THAT
NEITHER THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE, NOR THE
BRITISH PARLIAMENT, NOR THE TWO TOGETHER
WILL OF THEMBSELVES HAVE THE POWER EVEN
BY A 8SPECIAL MAJORITY TO AMEND THE WHITE
PAPER CONSTITUTION, WHERE THE STATES ARE
CONCERNED, TH& PRINCES MUST AGREE TO THE
AMENDMENT PROPOSED. IN NO STATE WILL THE
AMENDMENT TAXE EFFECT WHOSE RULER DOES
NOT AGREE, Mahatma Gandhi therefore cannot
console himself any longer with the thought that
if he has to put up with nomination now he can
bhave electior later, He will have election only
when the Princes themselves want it. That time
may well be the Greek Kalends. At any rate at
no time in future will it be possible for the Indian
Legislature to say that there shall be no nominated
element in it, We therefore cannot help feeling that,
however deplorabls Mabatma Gandhi's attitude may
have been in 1930, it will be very different in 1933,
For we cannot imagine that the Mahatma can bring
himself to aoccept nomination when the hope of
substituting election for it is completely shut out.

This unamendability of the constitution does
not affect merely those whoare keen on democracy;

regards as an extremely |{

it also affects those who are keen on mere self-govern—~
ment, even if such seif-government bs of an oligar-
chic kind. It waa fondly believed by many persons.
that the Princes would be able to interpose their veto.
only when questions like momination of the States™
representatives were raised ; but that they would not
have to be consulted where it was & question of
transfarring to the legislature control over subjects
now to be reserved to the Governor-General. That is.
to say, while the Princes would be & psrmanent
obstacle in the way of democratising the Govern-
ment of India, they would be powerless to obstruct
any possible enlargement of the sphere of self-govern-
ment in the Government of India. But it has now
become ciear from the evidence given by the States*
delegation before the Seleot Committee that the
Princes claim the right of saying “ no™ to Hia Majes~
ty's Government if the latter should perchance be
inclined fo transfer,say tha Army, to the federation,
The theory upon which this claim is based is perfeot-
ly simple; it is no other than that which was.
advanced by Sir Leslie Scobt, viz that the relations.
of the States are with the Crown direct, and that the
Crown must not, without their consent, entrust to an,
agency nok under its eontrol the discharge of any
obligations undertaken by it on their behalf,. Many
British Indian politicians had persuaded themselves.
that the States waived the application of this doctrine
when they declared themselves to be in favour of fede~
ration, And the only advauntage to whichthey could
point as distinotly traceable to federation was thak,
the States, by the mere fact of agreeing fto coma into-
the federation, had impliedly given for once and all
their consent to the transfer of oontrol over the army,
and that the British Government would no longer be..
able to use the treaties with the States asa cover fop
their own unwillingness to make the transfer.

These politicians now realise how badly they
were focled. Mr, Panikkar placed the following as
the Princes’ view before the Joint Committee on 27th
June ==

The question whother the States ara prepared to trans-
fer those obligations (like she obligation for defencs)
to the Federation must be determined by them. It =
not a thing whioh British India can decide for ‘them,
whether they are prepared to aoccept the obligations
whioh the Federal Government no doubs will be prepared
to undertake, but which the States will not be prepared.
to entrust. I have no doubt when the tlme comes they
will‘dsoide in a snitable manner, but the question whether

* their safety oan bo best given by the Crown or by the
Federal Government is a metter that they alone ocan’
aettle.
The word “alone”™ in the above quotation is very
significant. It was an answer to Sir Tej Bahadur
Sepru’s question: * That would mean that you would
be the determining factor ?” Sir Tej at any rate can-
not complain that the Princes’ answer is not olear.

It is nouse blaming the States’ delegation for
taking up such an aititede on this ocoasion. For
the Princes have never taken up any other. And it
is implicit in the theory accepted by the first Round
Tabla Conference that “in regard to all matters not
ceded by them (the States) to the Federation their
relations will be with the Crown acting through the
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agency of the Viceroy.,” There is a passage in
the Report of the Defence Sub-Committes of the
first Round Table Conference foo which ought to
have saved our politicians from self-delusion on this
question, After declaring that the defence of India
will eventnally be transferred to the Indian

legislature, the Sub-Committee says :~—

A view was expressed that an addition should be made
to therse resolutions to the effect that the Sub-Committee
recognived that no action should be taken so as to preju-
dice in any way the power of the Orown to fulfil military
obligations arising out of treaties with partioular Indian
8tates, It was ruled, however, and accepted by the Sub.
Committes that such a specific declaration was unneces-
sary, the Chairman giving an undertaking that neither
this Sub-Committee nor any other Committee could in any
way abrogate treaty obligations and engagements that
ware in operation.

There was thus no reason whatsoever for our
politicians to persuade themselves, as they did, that
if there was no federation the tranafer of military
control would be impossible without the Princes’ con-
sent, but that after federation it would become possi-
ble. The one gain which they were hoping to derive
from federation has thus proved illusory. If the
Princes’ consent is required, irrespzetively of whe-
ther federation is formed or not, then it is obvious that
foderation does not facilitate in any way control over
the army.

Thus the White Paper constitution will be unal-
terable without the consent of the Princes not only in
so far ns it affects nomination and such other things,
but also in so fsr as it affects reserved subjects, The
Princes have the power of blocking not only intro-
‘duction of democracy but development of seif-govern-
ment, And in fact their power is larger in respect
40 the latter than in respect to the former. For if

some States decide to introduce election within their
borders it will at once come into effect in thess Sta-
tes, whatever other States may do; but if even one
State insistsupon the British Crown fuifilling its
obligation for defence the consent of all the other
States to entrusting the obligation to the federal Go-
vernment will have no effect. It is possible to have
nomination in one State and election in another; but
the army cannot be in the charge of the Crown and
the federal Government at the same time. IT WILL
BE NECESSARY FOR ALL THE BTATES WITHOUT A
SINGLE EXCEPTION TO GIVE THEIR CONSENT
BEFORE CONTROL OVER 'THE ARMY CAN BE
TRANSFEBRED. While therefore in respect of nomi-
nation the oonstitution can be altered in any
State by its own individual consent, in respect of
military control, for instance, it can be altered only
by the consent of all the States, whether they be in
the federation or outside. The unamendability of
the constitution ought therefore to concern the swa-~
rajists even more profoundly than the democrats.

Mahatma Gandhi may be, as Col. Wedgwood be-
lieves, a8 good a democrat as a nationalist; but even
if he be, a8 we were led to believe at the second
Round Table Conference, far more a nationalist than
a democrat, even then we feel certain that he will be
unable to accept & constitution, which, when it is
once accepted in its present form, it will be almost
impossible to modify later, either in the direction
of extending self-goveroment or in that of establish-
ing popular government. 'We are therefore disposed
o agree with Col. Wedgwood that now at any rate
Mshatma Gandhi will be quite willing and in fact
eager “to drop the White Paper."” '

OBSERVER,

MAHARASHTRA UNIVERSITY.

HERE was held during the last week-end at
Poona a Conference composed msainly of
Prinocipals of various Colleges in the Presidency

and other aducationists to discuss the question of the
reorganisation of the University of Bombay. The
Conference arose out of a representation made to H. E.
the Governcr of Bombay last April by a deputation
led by Mr. Jayakar for the establishment of a
Maharashtra University at Poona and for the utilise-
tion of the buildings, equipment and other resources of
the Deocan College for that purpose. His Excellency
pointed out to the deputetion that the establishment of
& Maharashtra University invol ved the consideration
of a problem whioh was eseentially an all-Presi-
dency one and that the first stop to ba taken in this
matter was necessarily the determination of the
future policy regarding the reorganisation of the
University of Bombay, The Conference held in
Poonas 8 few daye sgo was intended originally to
help Government in coming to a decision on this
question. With this end in view the agenda as
framed for the Conference contemplated the consider-
ation of the following questions in order :—(i)
Whether regional universities should be established

in the Presidency. ( ii ) If so, what should be the final
position snd scope of the University of Bombay.
(iii) Which should be the first new university to be
established and ( iv)} What steps should be taken to
maintain =2 uniformity of standerds as between the
various universities in the Presidency.

All these guestions, among others, had been
referred to the Boembay University Reform Comwmittee
of 1924-25. That Committee, after taking evidence
from educationists and others all over the Presidenoy
had unanimously arrived at the conclusion thab it
was Tnecessary to establish additional universities
in the Presidency and that these universities should
be on the regional basis. The Senate of the Univer-
sity of Bombay had also endorsed this decision of the
Reform Committee. The Government of the day
however, took action only on one set of recommen-
dations of this Committee—those dealing with the
constitution of the wvarious University authorities—
and took no aotion on others. The establishment of
additional universities, the Reform Committes locked
upon ag an extremely important part of ita scheme of
organio reform. This question, however, was not
considered at all by Government; at least no pronovn-
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oement regarding It was made on its behalf af the

+ime of the pazeing of the new University Aot or at
sny other time.

The problems of the University of Bomby are not
g0 much problems of unwieldiness as of heterogeneity-
The numbers appearing at the different examinations
do not exceed the numbers at the examinations of the
universities of Calcutta or the Punjab, But the
differences among the various parts of the Presidenoy
and, therefore, of the university are enormous, Thia
could be illustrated by what happens when the
mother-tongue is allowed to be made use of when
answering question papers at the Matriculation exa-
mination, When this is done at the other big

universities only one language is reslly exten-

#ively used, Urdu in the Punjab and Bengali in

Bengal. In the Bombay Presidency, however, we have
five Indian vernaculars so used, Marathi, Gujarati,

8indhi, Kanarese and Urdu, quite apart from those
largely resident in the City of Bombay who either
profess to have no Indian vernacular as their mother-
tongue or professing one do not oare to cultivate it.
Ifthe vernacularis widely used in answering papers
af the Matrioulation examination that examination
<cesses to be & single examination with a uniform stan-
derd ; it beoomes under conditions like those obtain.

ing in the Bombay University a series of separate ex.

aminations, The educational progress in the varions
ports of the Presidency is not uniform and thers is
oonsiderable difference in the attitude of the people
in the different regions towards important problems
of university education. The result of this has been
that important questiona such ss that of the modifi-
cation of the curriculum at all university examina-
tions have been under contemplation for the last ten
¥ears and no progress has been achieved yet with
regard to them. There have also been complaints that
because of. the purely affiliating character of the
Bombay University large educational opportunities
in centrea like Poona have been allowed to run to
waata, ‘

Last week’s Conference was oalled, presumably,
to conosider these large problems and to opine
whether or not the solution of regional universities
offered by the Bombay University Reform Committee

was proper. Various oiroumstanoces, however, con-

tributed to defent this end and make the Conference
abortive. The first circumstance was the peculiar
composition of the Conference. It was intended to
be a purely educationists’ conferemce in the first
instanoe; it turned out, however, that & number of
MLC's and M.LA's had also been invited to
it. This imported inte, what should have
been & disoussion purely of eduoational policy, a
political element whioh did a great deal to confound
the Issues. The invitations to members of legislative
bodies would not have mattered if the invitations
had been izsued impartially to selected members of
all political parties hailing from all parts of the Pre-
ildency. As it was, the logislators invited were only
ihose from Maharashtra and only those belonging to
he same political party as the Minister for Education,

t is difficultto sea on what grounds the Inolusion

in a university conference of . g single . political
element of this character . could , be :juatified.,
Secondly, , the ..Senate of _the.;University .of
Bombay. which really does, . represent . fully.
the various educational elements in the Presidenocy:
was pever called upon to reconsider the. decision #
bad arrived st in 1926. So long ms this decision has'
not been reconsidered the presumption .is that the-
Senate still holds tq its old opinion, - :The Syndicate:
representatives af .the Conference, however, showed:
thempelves Bs violently opposed to the .establishment;
of new unjversities in fhe Presidency. . The lack of a,
clearly expressed university. opinion acted as a great,
handicap to the Conference.  Finally,. though the.
agenda was olearly drawn: up, the: Chairman of the
Conference by & ruling at the very. outset made it im=,
possible for the Conference fo arrive: atany useful,
regsults. This ruling was that as the varions items on
the agenda were glosely interrelated they would not-
be taken up seriatim, but that; debate should proceed.
on all of them simulitaneously., Thus we had a.
rovipg discussion all over the subject and sometimes,
even  beyond i, and nobody was the wiser for it . at,
the end. A ‘good many debating points were mada,
but as no clear-out issues were framed and diseunssion.
definitely held -down to themn it cannot be said that,
the Conference gave any clear indication, of opinion;
on anything, In fact it seemed as if the. Education
Minister who presided was specially anxious to see,
that thisdid not happen. For, when on the first day
it eeemed that a Iarge volume of opinion in favour
of additional teaching universities may emerge out,
of the discussion, the Minister who. had at the outset.
said that he would allow disoussion to stray. even.
beyond the agenda speoifically ruled the teaching wni-.
vorsities out of the disoussion at the beginning of
the second day. '
It must be adwitted that among the speeches de-
livered at the Conference s large number were defi-
nitely againat the idea of the establishment of new,
regional universities, 'The opposition was based on
s number of different grounds. For some it was
chiefly the fear of breeding narrowness and parochi.
alism that prompted the opposition. This, however,
is a matter on which theory does nof necessarily
square with the facts, It has beem maintained, for
example, that when two or three differing elements
have been foroed into combination the result has
often been bitter feelings instead of a widening of
outlock and the creation of good-will. The Bombay
University syndics who attended the Conferance
grounded thelr violent opposition to the idea on the
very narrow ground of its effects on the finances of
the Bombay University, Theirs was hardly a helpful
attituda and in face of the general outory against the
present administration of the University it is diffioult
to maintain, as they tried to do, that all iz well
with that body. Then, the numerous representatives
of the non-Brahmin party in the Conference raised the
ory of the danger of Brahmins dominating the propos-
ed Maharashtra University. This, even if tme: e
purely local danger and would not affect the regional
Universities ot 3ind, Gujarat or K arnatak. It wna‘thus
no argument against the acoeptance of the regional,
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phificiple as such? Even inthe osse’'of Maharashtra| -
however, the deputatiod, it ‘dhould ba' remembeted, -
was Iéd by Mr, Jayakar and' "fncludéd’ among its
mémbers Reo Bahadir P. C, Patil, ex-Prin¢ipal of the
Pobiia Agticulfiral College and ‘Dr. R, K. Naidoo.
But it is some index of the spifif that doitinated the
Oonferents that R. B.Patil who has held fof thany
yeats the foremoat placé amohg' Maratha “educa-
tonists was fiot invited to the Conferente, prosumably
beciuse of his' aksobidtion’ with sorme who are not"
looked on with favour by the Ministei. The fate
of the Conference ‘was ‘really seifed whin those who
called it ‘made’ tip their niind td make it serve
the ends of ar‘political party.

Ancther notable point aboiit’ the Conference

was that the demdnd for' regional tniversities:

was not vofced s atrongly “from other -regions
this time, &s it was before: the University Re-
form Committee. The" reason for this, however, is
obvious, In Gujaraf the-colleges are with a single
exception ’either' Government or States’
tutions, and with no representatives of the public
present in the Conference the demand for a regional

university could not be properly voiced from. that-
though ‘public meetings at' Ahmedabad

gtarter,
and Bardda‘ just befors the Conference was
held gave some indication:of the -direction in
which- the wind blew., What: was true of
Gujarat held good also in some respects in the ocase
of Sind and Karnatak. Finally, we may comment
oh one extraordinary feature of the Conference—
the way it was conduoted by the Chairman, From
the first he acted as an extreme partisan and not as
an impartial chairman wanting to listen patiently
to sll views. He tried from one speaker by frequent
interruptions to establish the fact that the Maha-
rashtra element in the Bombay Senate was opposed
to allowing the study of vernaculars as optioral to
the olassical language, For the Miniatsr evidently
thought that if this were established it followed that
that element did not care for the vernaculars! It
is as if one should say that all the dons at Oxford
who voted for compuisory Greek despised the English
tongue!! The interruptions and the partisan
spirit were most noticeable on the second day when,
a8 & newspaper correspondent—reported, one speaker
could hardly complete two sentenoces without an
interruption from the Minister of Education !!
D. R. GADGIL.

Owe Zondon Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL)
{ From Our Correspondent, )
LoNDoN, Juns 30.
THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,

A T the Joint Select Committee this week Colonel
Wedgwood has completed the somewhat eccent-

tric evidence that he began some days ago. I
much doubt whether it has carried any weight with
the Committee. It certalnly has carried none with
the Indian delegatlon who contrast his present re-

inati- -

actionary wviews with the generous sentiments
expressed in 1921 and slso during the time when he
was ar honoured member of the first Labour Govern~
ment. His change of opinion is attributed among
friends to increasing years and ill-health, which have
prevented him from maintaining his former olose
touch with the Indian situation. Ewvidence on behalf
of the Chamber of Princes waa completed by Mir Mag—
bul Mahmeood, Dr. P. K, Sen, and Mr. K. N. Panikkar.
They oreated a state of oconfusion in the minds of
the Committes, and it is believed that the views
'that they expressed did not meet with the apprecis-
tion of the Ministers belonging to the States’ section
of the Indian delegation, who bad intimated to the
members of the Committee that these are matters.
which they can better elucidate fogether. Too
serious notice need not be taken ‘of the exaggerated
messages that have apparently gone out to India.

The evidence of tha reactionary slements ere is
virtually finished, though it is possible that Bir
George Jacob may be heard This reactionary
evidence has been so grossly exaggerated and over-
emphasised, snd it has bedn so severely riddled from
various parts of the Committes room that the sting-
has been largely taken out of it already, Last week
Sir Patrio Fagan was compelled to eat humble pie
to Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and the three .ex-Viceroys
for & general allegation of nepotism and favouri-
tism. This week something similar happened
to a wild =sllegation of corruption awmong-
Indian District Officers in the Punjab since the
reforms. Mr. Zafrullah Khan hotly ocontested Sir-
Michael's allegation and Sir Samuel Hoare declared
that the India Office knew nothing whatever about it.
Among the most effective cross-examiners of Sir
Michael was the Arshbishop of Canterbury, who, by
his quiet but remorseless questions, forced Sir
Michael's arguments into a perspeotive that enabled.
the Committee to appreciate how eontirely dispro-
portionate to the facts they were. One very interest-
ing episode yesterday was the confrontation that Sir-
Tej Bahadur forced upon S8ir Michael with the well-
known views of Sir Michael's successors at the head.
of the Punjab Government, and of the many recently
retired officials of high standing, who hold views
diametrically opposed to thoseof Sir Michael, and.
the Committee beheld the spectacle of the Iatter
floundering with the group of ex-eivilians of an older-
growth who cannot imagine that anything has hap-
peued or could have happened to awaken the Indian
masses to & perception of their sociel, economio and
political needs since the days when they left India.
Sir Louis Stuart fared no better than Sir Michael
O'Dwyer, and as the mors modern ex-officials led by -
Sir Charles Innes will be giving their counter-
evidenoce in favour of the White Paper schems early
next week, it is not expeoted that the views of the
reactionaries will prevail in the Committee, though
they may still maintain s dilapidated existence-
among Tory old ladiesin the constituenocies.

On the 11th July, or theresbouts, it is expected
that the Secretary of State assisted by his expert
advisers will tender evidence on behalf of the India
Office. Thereafter it is ‘aniicipated that the Com-
mittee will, for the time being, take no further-
evidence, but will open discussiona with the Indlgm
delegation on certain main features of the White
Paper policy, with a view, if possible, to the elicit-
ing of opinion on the British side. I learn that, upon.
the outcome of these discussions, may turn the
attitude of certain members of the Indian delegation,.
who are dissatiefied with the results likely .to be
achieved by the methods adopted, and who may re-
consider, within the next few weeks, the question of
their further usefulness. The present proceedings
of the Select Committee will be brought to an end:



Jury 13,1933. ] THEISERVANT OF INDIA. o - s

on the 28th July, and if any further evidence isto | prinoipal malady. Every country has sont ita repre-
‘be taken, s a resulbt of the report of the Evidence | sentatives to this Conference to szek its own
Sub-Committee that has bsan set up to consider the | advantages, and the nations have notemsansipated
memorands sent in by various individusls and | themsslves from the concept that one nation’s gain
organisations, it will be taken when the Committee | must be another’s loss. We have not yet attained to
resumes in October, with the mssistance of such | the height of believing that wa are members ons of
Indian delegates as may then be available, another, and that nothing can happsn toinjure the hand
" In the mesnwhile, to-day, itis stated that an | Or the eye without all the moembers of the world
important official memorandum desling with the | body being affected by the injury. And yet the
questions of finanoe involved in the proposad changes | compulsion of world events is obliging thoughtful
came up for consideration in the Committee. It is | Psople, of whom fortunabely there ave still some to
rumoured that this memorandum is of & very dis- | be found, toa reslisation that unless some world
quieting character and fof far-reaching importanos, :ollumﬁl of thl:_p:lob}ams t:]gr ;Efeogmg i;:) int};mu-»
owing to the question of how and in what circum. | tely all mankind 1s speedily Iound, with perkaps
stances the schems oan be set going, if atall, and | speciallooal applicationsand adaptations, a collapseof
even whether Provinoial Autonomy can be brought | civilisation can hardly bs avoided and the things of
int existence in the present state of Indian finances, | valus that men have, during the centuries, built up,
The memorandum will presumably bs subjooted to | Preserved and cherished will run the most serfous
minute examination and careful anslysis in an en- | risk of destruction. It does not need a very wise
deavour to discover the extent to which the premises | man to know that the problem itself is of vast and
upon which its main argaments are basad are valid. comp}:;x ohara.cifer. b‘;”-gs ,‘?th most "’:?mllﬂ“mes
even thess can ba resolved into comparatively easy
THE TORIES AND INDIA, simplioity. Men have not yet learat to trust each
Mr. Churoh:}l shot his bolt on Wednesday at | oiher in national groups. The' war mentslity was
'the special meeting of Tory organisations held 8t | psrhaps never mors pronounced than it is ovar large
Friends House, and as he himself had anticipated, he | parts of the world to-day. The Disarmament Con-
and his friends were hopelessly outvobed, inthe | forence has all but failed. It hasat any rate besn
P}'OEO{'GIOH of 70 to 30, The Manchester Guardian i8 | postponed until October because of the precocupas
;13 tin entering a oaveat against too 10sy & view | tiong of statesmen in matters affecting the financial
being taken of the Party meachine’s success, though | golvenocy of myriads of paople, and Mr. Hendersor
it does not endorse the Churohlll' faction's view that | ig undertaking a summer's tour of the Europsan'
a Pyrrhic victory alone was gained by the Govern- | capitals in the hope of achioving minimum agred:
ment. Infact, Mr, Churchill was at his very worst, ment. Mr, Spender - thinks this postponement
%‘ddha personally has come rather badly out of | gqvantageous, as it may give time for the tension at
] t::esday 5 affair, whilst Mr. Baldwin’s personal | pregent existing betwesn Nuzi Grermany and France'
prestige, enhancsd as it was last night by his | ¢ relax, and for agraments based upon reason rather
-eourageous speech ‘at Manchester, was considerably | than upon an appeal to the lower passions and to
increased. Bub the Qovernment have not been deep rooted prejudice to prevail. Anyhow until the
willing to take their courage in both handeand stand | war mentality gives way to reason mutual ' confi-
?leﬁ btyh th;?r:hxta Faper, and challenge a straight | dence will not be restored, and it will not be possible
bo e (; te S yh on the 1oﬂioml polioy. There hag | 45 goncentrate uponthe improvement of those process
f:er; ar too mucf of apology and there have bl_aen es of distribution, upon which human production,
A: tg" ﬁxany soft words on the Government side. | whether of raw materials or of manufactured produots,
As the anchester Guardian prediots, the rebels will | 513 humen well-being, depends. Meanwhile the
v:h:ttlloz‘];m%‘bed 0 ?rgahnlse their opposition which, | origis ig saidtohave besn reached between America,on
Committe , erm of the report of the Joint Select | ¢ho one hand, with her deflationist and price-raising
Sommi ee are h nown, and the time comes for Mr. | policy, and, on the other, the viewpoint of the Gold
a nmtpgam. O meet the party organisations in | Standard conntries. Britain stands betweon the twa
:ggsuh aitmn. will have become _perceptﬂgly strong_er, policies, and their respective advocates are seeking
b (g mayt.not suocceed ultimately in defeating | ¢ win over this country to one side or the other.’ It
dee en%vsmmetrﬁ 8 programme, Mugh,_ however, will | i3 well within the realm of probability that having’
d % o h‘pon toe ;uoumstances existing at thg time rogard to the situation at present prevailing in the
8.0 ag ; e prepared for presentation §o | [ypjted States and the incompatibility of two strong-
| G?)l;r e:!?mht pro :EIY ebrly next year, Many of the | 1y divergent policies this Conference may end’
" ainst!%;n égpp"h_ffﬂ °':i Wednesday voted maerely | jnfructuously. That, however, would not necessazily=
og e ll.'.as u:g ill an _hm favour of Mr. Baldwin imply its total failure, nor would it render the lesa
Ohparei o F:c (;vla mferl 8 _das politioal s_tdvls_ers. necessary the existence of some international meana
Bowaror b :risae BYh" °°in1 esat:on. A situation, | of desling with the great outstanding problems which,
lit both yéth Tw afn. ln order to avoid a Parby | 1o Clonference is now facing and, to quote Mr. Spen-’
mpmmmo g Tory ?]:hogs may fool obliged to | gey again, it may be necessary to bring into exis-
Pt fenorbene o other dand= world eveqts of | tonos an international economic body, to which,
Saprome it le?ous oe u;la:i'l ren erh it in the highest | goyid have to be relegated, under the auspices of tha'
National Gigovemmen: "T‘“‘;E_a the authority of the | National Government, the consideration of particue
thelr best th - -aking things, however, at | 14y goonomio problems as they arcse and the applix-
(ere goams 00 sign in any quarter that | oation of such methods for their solution as thew
;’:rylgg:nltl:)l:::ltﬁﬁsmu?ch 0?“ be obtained from | cireumatanoces of the time might requira,
lmplicit in the Whits Pnpar INDIA AND THE CONFERENCE.

proposala,

A number of Committees and Comimissions have

I THE ECONOMIO COITFERENCE. been set up by the Conferance to deal with various’

t is diffioult to find anything useful or fruitful [ matters under its consideration. Among these are

- to say about the Economis and Monetary Conference | the Economic Commission and the Sub-Commiltes -
now being held in Lond_on in the presence of the | on the Commarcial Policy, to whom the Indian delega-
delegates and representatives of some sixty-six cour- | tion have submitted a Memorandum, stating the’
tn_ea. In & World Conference such as this is dese Indian attitude on the question of tariff reductions’
oribed to be 1t would be diffioult to find even two | and tariff policy. Tha evils which arise from excea-

-men with & world outlook, and that I think is its | sive tariffe are universally admitted, but opinion is
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divided on the question of what measures should now
be taken to deal with them. It is underatood that the
Memorandum points out‘that the Indian tariff hes
been set up and raised from time to time primarily
on financial grounds, for the purpose of securing
revenue in a country where the heads of revenue are
fow, owing to economie conditions in India:
secondly, under the policy of discriminating protec-
tion for the purpose of assisting and building up,
under stated conditions, suitable indigenous indust-
ries; and thirdly, in order to gafeguard the efficient
indigenous producer against an abnormal flow of
imports at prices which tohim are unremunerative,
whatever the cause of these low prices may be, It is
understood that the views of the Indian delegation
may be summarised as follows., India would be
prepared to join in any declaration which might be
adopted by the Conference emphasising the desira-
bility of reducing customs tariffs, and expressing the
intentions - of the aignatory (Governments to take
action in that direction at the earliest date when
circumstances makethis possible, But in their view
for practical reassons of a financial kind, the date and
the extent of the reduction must be left €o the deci-
gion of each of the Governments concerned, and it
must be open to each Government to indicate the
limits within which it holds itself free to act, having
regard to the tariff policy it has adopted. So far as
India is concerned, this would involve reservations
as regards the Indian protective duties. Turning
from the reduction of existing duties to the question
of future policy, the delegation do not think that
pledges can be given which would have the effect of
debarring & country from pursuing a tariff policy
deliberately adopted, or would prevent them from
taking appropriate tariff action to meet grave emer-
genoies, But they would weloome a declaration
from the Conferonce laying stress- on the importance
of shaping tariff policy in such a way that protection
is not acoorded to industrizs the continued existence
of which muet always be dependent on the grant of
special assistance, and of providing safeguards
against the danger of raising protective duties to a
level which shelters the inefficient producer. Finally,
asrogards the exercise of powers to meet special emer-
goenoies by tariff enhancements, the Indian del2ga-
tion would be prepared to agree that, when possible,
such action might be preceded by negotiation bet-
ween the countries concerned, in the hope of devising
means by which the difficulties might be overcome
without having recourse to the tariff weapon. Such
preliminary negotiations may not always be possible
but would undoubtedly be useful if they can be
undertaken,

Reviews.

RUSSIAN NATIONALISM.

NATIONALISM iN THE SOVIET UNION. By
HANs KOHN, {(Routledge). 1933. 20om. 164p. 7/6.

SEVERAL books have been written on Russia but the
way in which ;the Soviet Union grappled with the
problem of nationalism has mnot been given much
attention in any of them. The author tells us in the
Preface that “what the book aims at is the presenta-
tion of the mentality of the Soviet oitizen, of the
communist theology and the way in which it has
tried to make its peace with the theology of na-
tionalism that dominates the world of today ™. Qom-

munism and western civilisation appear as if they

are divergent conceptions of the meaning of life and
of human value. But the author points out that in
reality they are mot divergent, that both of them are

stages on the road to the future world-wide ordering
of society—based on the dignity and liberty of the
individual.

In the first ohapter entitled *“East and West,'"
he points out that, before the war, Russia was oul-
turaily and economically an “ Eastern” country, It
was apathetic to progress on * Western” lines. The
polioy of the Soviet Union is to bring the country
forward economically, technically and culturally.

The second chapter on “The Pillars of the New
Order,” points out how the South and the Proletariat
form the “vangusrd”’ of the Soviet society. They
had no contact with and no part in the old culture.
They point a new way for the world, “ Labour shall
become Lord of the world,” They are only conoer-
ned with the world they live in. Rsligion has no.
hold on them. But yet the Communist has a faith
gimilar to that of the men of the middle age, that
through Communism, an age of universalism and
peace will come,

The third chapter explains this " New Faith.”
“ It claims absoluteness as mediaeval faith. It does
not permit liberty of thought and opinicn.” * The
communist party is in spirit a kingdom of priests,”
“The opponent is a]lways wrong; the.Communist is
always right, for he is contending for God's word.”
“He who is not with me is againet me.” The
gosl is the liberation of humanity from the sufferings
of years and only the goal matters, and the individual
rights of each human life, of each generation are.
ruthlessly eaorificed to it. 'While nationalism stands.
for a society embracing all classes, communism
stande for a classless society. The nation and the
national state do not form the life-giving foroe
agcording to communists.

The next chapter entitled “ Bolshevism and
Nationalism : the situation and the plan of action'™
is the central ohapter of the book. The Russian
Empire, at the time of its eollapse, was inbabited by
many bpationalities but orly the Russian nstion,
which was the dominating one, was officially
acknowledged. The Russians formed only 437 of
the population and yet, Russian was the language-
of the administration, the courts and the schools.
This procesg of Russification met with a rebuff, in
the beginning of the 20th century and the world-
war acoentuated the situation by its elogans of
self-determination.

What was the attitude of Lenin to this question
of Nationality ? “ For bim the question of nationa-
lity bad no independent existence; it was a subai-
diary problem of the social revolution.” His goal.
was not the division of the world into warring
nationalities but the union of all oppressed peoples.
This could only be effected by the recognition of
nationality. Lenin wes a realist. Nationalism to-
him was not an end by itself but a means to a
higher end, viz. Socialism.

Lenin and his follower Stalin had this policy in.
mind and it was embodied in the Declaration of the.
Rights of the Peoples of Russia in November 1917.
Equality and sovereignty of thepeoples of Russis,.
their right to self-determination and free develop-
ment of national minorities were proclaimed by that
declaration. The result of this policy has been the
recognition of the constitutional, sooial, economie:
and oultural equality of all the peoples in the
Boviet Union.

The next chapter is entitled “Nationaliam and
the Proletariat”, Here is an ethnological servey of”
the 185 peoples of the Soviet Union, speaking 147
languages. Among many of these, there was neither
a Proletariat nor Communism. While recoguising.
the prinoiple of melf-determination, & unified work~
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ng olass and s unified Communist Party were
}ngisl:ed upon, Such a unity ean be attained only by
o standardised education and & uniform social and
cultural revolution. By this means, a .Proletarlat is
being ereated in all those paris of Russia that never
had a Proletariat.

The last ohapter is entitled * Language and
Culture.” The author explains how the Soviet State,
being a supra-national state, is free from every
attempt at cultural or lingual oppression or subort_h-
nativn of the smaller peoples or minorities in ils
territory. It aims at the creation of supra-national,
Proletarian, Communist oulture through the langua~
ges of the various peoples. Langusge will be only
& means of expression and not an instrumant of poli-
oy. The alm of the Soviet Union is to make Nationa-
lism the servant of & supra-national idea. How
far has communism in Russia succeeded in this aim ?
Not far enough. Stalin in July 1930 admitted that
nationalist forces were growing in strength. * Pan-
Russian Chanvinism’ isfor & uniform centralism and
s equally opposed to national autonomies. So the
struggle continues between the forees of Communism
and Nationalism. Whether the forces of National-
ism fall into the background and give place o the
forces of Communism and Socialism, depends upon a
new transformation of human values. Such a trans-
formation bas not taken place outside Russis,
Evenin Russia it falls far short of the ideal.

X Y Z

‘CONCEPTIONS OF PHYSICAL UNIVERSE.

THROUGH WONDERLANDS OF THE UNI-
*  VERSE. By R, K. GOLIKERE. (Taraporewalla.)
1933. 2Zom. 400p. Ra, 6-4,

NOWADAYS there is a tendency on the part of sciens
tists to write books for the use of non-soientific
roaders. Sir James Jeans and Sir Arthur Eddington
have brought out a number of books on modern con-
oeptions of the physical universe. But such books deal
more or less with the theoretioal aspeotin a popular
manner. There has besn no book so far giving de-
tailed information about various things and pheno-
mona in the physieal universe. This long-felt want
kag been removed by the book written by Me Goli-
kore, which is like asmell enoyclopeedia of know-
ledge. The author starts with the earth, gives
interesting information regarding its surface and
interior explaining by the way some geological
terms for the use of the ordinary reader, e then
traversen the hydrosphere—the water cover of the
-earth—setting forth before us the marine life,
the troposphere—the region of the ¢louds—
giving records of the various balloon fights
-and experiments oarried out at a high altitude.
Later he goes on to the strato-sphere—the
upper region of jonised particles—where surora
is produced and meteots flash, the Hoaviside
layer whioh reflects the radio-waves, the Appleton-
layer whioh turns baok the shortest waves and
lastly, the extrome regions of the atmosphere. The
information regarding the atmosphera and its upper
regionu is not usually possessed by the AVATage
-soience student although that about the stellar region
is known to many. The notes given are very copious.
Here to the reader is explained the very interesting
phenomenon that while the temperature falls
m8 we go higher up in the atmosphere there isa
“reglon above where the reverse is the case. This
wyarm layer prevents the sound waves from penctrat-
ingit. Having placed before us full information

sbout the earth and ite atmosphere the suthor pro-
oeeds to unfold the world of planets, satellites,
comets, stars, nebulae, ete, One is wonderstruck to
know the enormous distances and sizes of stellar
bodies and the author tells us that our universe,
though very big and unbounded, is still finite and
has a definite radius of curvature,

In the end, he deals with the ancient Hindu con-
oepts about the universe and the Hindu ideas of cosmo~
gony which ocompletes the whole picture. The
treatment everywhere is lucid, The besuty and the
usefulness of the book ecannct be overestimated,
The book isthus a valuable addition to ourrent
scientific literature, :

R. N. JosHL

BRITISH RULE IN INDIA.

A HISTORY OF INDIA—PART lII-BRITISH
INDIA. By C. 8. SRINIVASACHARI and M. S,
RAMASWAMI AIVANGAR. (Srinivesa Varda.
chari & Co., Madras.) 1932, 22om. 472p. Ra. 3-8~0,

THIS is not a higtory of India but a history of the
rige of the British Power in India. - The authors have
treated the subject in dynastic compartments rather
than take a period of years and ireat the incidents
therein as & whole. They have divided the history of
India into the Mogul, the Mehratta and the British
periods. Such & system, however convenient for
the sake of simplicity in elementary text-books,
lacks the soientifio efficiency which is expected of &
book that is ‘midway between a text-book and a
reference book.” The treatment of the subject is often
not decisive enough, The authors are not certain
about the details of the Black Hola incident and do
not olearly state both the sides of the question. .The

| Rohilla War 1is, in their opinion, only an error of

judgment which was further vitiated on its finaneial
side, The Nundakumar episode also suffers from a
similar half-hearted treatment, which lacks both the
olosescrutiny and courage of conviction on the part of
the authors, In treating the later portion of the history
i. e. * India Under the Crown ™ portions are passed
over that require vigorous exposition.. The removalt
of import duties on foreign oloth to which Lord North-
brook refused to submit and which was acoomplished'
by a Parliamentary Statute under Lord Lytton is
quietly passed over and the authors quote without
gomment the remarks of & “recent Mohamedan au-
thority " thet *' Lord Liytton’s Viceroyalty has as yet
received but soant justice!” The various currency
commissions of 1893, 1898, 1913, 1920 and 1926 do
not find mention in the book and consequently that
subject is perfunctorily dealt with,

The book bas, however, one merit, It is a conti-
nuocug narrative and the reader will be able to have
an idea not oniy of the main incidents of the histary of
the British Power in India but alsoof the points where
greater investigation and cioser study are required.
For judgment over such debatable points it is safer
for the readers to depend uwpon their personal siudy
rather than on the remarks made by the authors.
The book has no index and no bibliography, although.
the authors sometimes do well to quote the authorie
ties in the body of the book, .

R. V. OTURKAR.
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SHORT NOTICES.

JINJIVAS OR CHATRAPATI RAJARAM MAHN-
"~ ARAJ. (2nd Edition.) By VISHNU LAXMAN
KALE. (Author, Shahapur, Belgaum.) 1933.
20cm: 144p, Ae 12/~
RAJARAM, the gentle ‘Nestor® whose adventures, at
the most oritical times in Maratha history, are des-
cribed in this liftle book, will ever be remembered by
Maharaghtrians 8s & martyr. e was as much a
martyr to the political idealism of the Marathas as
his elder brot]:er. Sambhaji, was to the religious loy-
alty of the Hindus, Upon young Raejaram, who was
yet in his teens, devolved the heavy responsibi-
-lity of keeping alive and protecting the most
cherished fraditions of Maratha independence
and Maratha ‘Swarsj’ after Shivaii’s sudden death
and Ssmbhaji's ‘inhuman murder. The hardships
Rajaram willingly underwent along with his trusted
followers, on hie way from Rayagad to Jinji and
during his stay thers, till he returned under precari-
ous circumstances to his country, afford a glorious
example of the limitless sacrifices of the Maratha pat-
ricts. And we remember that Mr. Kale's narrative, in
Marathi, on this subject, was widely appreciated.
‘We wonder if the same interest would be roused
especially in Englich readers, “Jinjiwas" was first
composged in the early nineties. It eannot be regom-
mended for its faultlesg history, as it requires to be
much revised in the light of researches made during
the thirty-seven years that have elapsed between the
first and this second edition of its English version.
The present edition isalmost a copy of the first, only
a vory few changes in the last chapters and the ad-
dition of a few foot-notes being made.

D. V. K

THE INDIAN AND THE ENGLISH VILLAGE.
By F. L. BRAYNE, (Ozford University Press.)
1933, 17em. 43p. 1/6.

THIS booklet by the well-known rural worker
gtresses the need ou the part of Indian rural workers
of a proper etudy of the rural work done in England.
Rural conditions in these two countries differ very
much, so much so that even rural England is far
more urbanised than urban India. Even .so a study
of both offieial and non-official work carried on in
England will be of some use tothe Indian rural
worker. The poor, illiterate, corservative Indian
peasant no doubt presents & heart-bresking problem,
but simple remedies, patiently snd persistently ad-
ministered, will certainly go a long way to solve his
difficulties. The Community Councils and Rural
Development Associations in England are looking
efter the rural sanitstion and agriculbural develop-
ment in England. Apgsin, Sunday schoolas, Religious
studygroups, folk dancing, Community Singing, the
Dramatic Society, the Library, Ambulance and Red
Cross classes, the Village Band, Woman's Institute,
Sports clubs, churitablae clubs and the wireless study
sre some of the rural orgenisations which work for
improving the life of the rural dwellere. A olose
study of their methods of work will certainly be
helpful.

The study of English village work and training
in the Indian Village Worker's Association, though
gcod in itself, will, in my opinior, be of no grest
help to the Indien worker, He has to study condi-

tions in India and has to plan his work to suik
local conditions. Thus the proper place to train ones
self for Indian village work is India itself and mnot
England, as Mr. Brayne would have it, :

N. 8,8

THOUGHTS FROM RABINDRAN ATJR_‘

TAGORE. ( Macmillan, Bombay. ) 1933. 20om.
207p. 1/— "
THE fragrance of Tagore's works has been wafted
over the whole of the ecivilised world through the
exertions of enterprising publishers. And it was a
good idea of Messrs, Macmillan that resulted in
this collection of a part of it which otherwise would
have wagted itgelf it the desert air. A, label show-
ing the basis of selection and division would have
been a welcome addition to their work.

Woe are living in an age of transition and, for
that reason, of confusion. A familiar light and
simple formulas which the common folks oan com-
prehend will, in these days of gloom, do more good
then nostrums for world reconstruction. Tagore
haa the genius for putting even ordinary thoughts in
a grand manner. His message is clear and his light
never falters, In his presence, the warring creeds
withdraw and the voices of worry fall into silence.

T. X. KRISHNA MENON,

ISLAM VERSUS CHRISTIANITY. By M.
HUsSAIN, { Modern Book Agency, Caloutta. )
20cm. 232 p. Rs.2(8.

THIS is another of the “ Drain Inspector’s ;Report »

type of book like Miss Mayo’s " Mother India.” By

the way those who were prudishly shocked at ‘Mother

India' and did not care to read * Uncle 8ham ” ought

to read this book which canbe named ** The Blustering

Briton ” or the ** Envious European.” For the sum

total of the book is the exposurs of the vices of the
West.

‘We will not deal with the part about Isiam both
because one can make a better case for it than the
authorhas made, and also because space forbids such a
course, To follow Mahatmaji's advice we would
urge all Europesn Christians snd Christian Mis-
sionaries to read this book and to take note of it.
Muslims in particular and Indians in general we
would like to read and forget it,

SwaMI YESUDAS, C.S.8,

JUST ©UT.

SUGAR INDUSTRY AND LABCUR IN U. P,
By R, D. AGARWALA, M, A, B, Com.

With & Foreword by Mr. R. C. SRIVASTAVA,
Sugsar Technologist, Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research,

Useful alike to students of Economics and
industrialists.
Price Rs. 3-12-0 per copy, cloth bound.
To be had of : The Manager, “ Leader,”
ALLAHABAD.
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