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Sinedie, ;

IN winding upthe last meeting of the third ses.
sion of fhe Round Table Conference, Lord Sankey
said, "I believe Sir Samuel Hoare's neme will g0
down to history as the.great Secrotary of State dur-
ing whose tenura of the office India realiced, in the
lifo time of a single Parlisment, nearly all her
ambitions.” The Lord Chancellor's intimate and
pro}pnged study of the Indian question and asso-
ciation with Indian leaders must be in vain if he
thought that tha White Paper fulfilled “nearly ali"
of India’s ambitions. Or, in the alternative, Sir
Samuel Hoasre's tenure of the India Office and the
!1fe of the present.Parlinment must be prolonged
indefinitoly if India is to realise “nearly all her
" ambitions” through their good offices, :

Far from hastening federation, as Sir Samuel
Hoare solemnly uudertook to do, he has postponed
i, Tn the White Paper he pleaded that the Princes
oould not make up their mind to join the federation
till after the Constitution Act was passed. He
had however §tatad in his closing speech at the last
R.T.C. that “we have clearly delimited the fiald
upon:vhmh th_e future oconstitution is going to be
built.”  Certainly, the Princes know all that they
need. kr_low.regnrding federation, except perhaps
the distribution of the seats that fall to their share
ir; lutlk? fi:ie:agslegislatgrg. Thers is no need to wait
i e Ao passed for them to pignify i
will join or not. “enily it tey

* * - -

Some Conundrums,

THE White Paper distinguishes between federal
and provinoial subjects and subjeots in which both
the federal and provinoial governments will have
conourrent jurisidiction, but no mention is made of
purely British Indian aubjects as opposed to the fede-

ral. Inocome-tax is one such subject, which applies
to the whole of British India but not to the States.
It is not made clear whether the nominees of the
Princes in the federal legislatures will be free or not
to vote on inocome-tax proposals. It will be most
objectionable if they are free to vote on taxation
porpesals which will affect only British India
but nof the Indian States, ’

It bas been said that sach Indian Prince who
wishes to join the federation will be free to de-
limit the range of fedsral subjects over which he
will ancept the jurisdiction of the federal govern-
ment. But it has not been made clear whether the
right to vote of the nominee of a Prince will be
limited o the subjects he has federalised and extend
no further, For instanes, will the nominea of & Prince
who refused to accept federal jurisdiction over his
postal department be free to vote en proposals con-
cerning tne post office brought up before the federal
legislature 7

The position will be even more complicated if a
number of small Princes are, under the grouping
systam, representad by a single nominee and all the
States he represents have not submitted themselves
to federal authority over s uniform range of subjects,
Supposing half a dozen small States have between
them a single representative, and one of them refuses
to submit to federel jurisdiction in the matter of
customs, another railways and a third posts, what
will be the rights of the representative in voting on
federal proposals on these subjects ? . .

* » *

Joint Parliamentary Committee.

THE Joint Select Committee of Parliament fo
which will be remitted the White Paper just issued
will, it i3 explained, ba free to recommend what
modifications it likes therein. Thias statement of
the Committee’s status and functions bas created
misgivings in certain influential quarters lest His
Majesty's Governmett should use this body as a
means of retreat from its old pledge bo include in the
India Bill all the agreed conolusions of the Round
Table Conference and to stand by them even to the
point of guitting office in the event of their being
rejected by Parliament.

There is no doubt that a Joint Seleot Committee,
even though it is to be coupled with an Indian auxi- '
linty committee, does not fit in koo well with the
Round Table Conference, It was oonceived at first
as a sort of compensation for the exclusion of Indians
from the Simon Commission. But the situation
underwent a radical change when the Round Table
Conference was announced, A oempact was then
made as it were between England and India to discuss
in full all the possibilities of oonstitutional changes
and to effect such of themm as may be mutusally
sgreed to.  After this there would not appear to be
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much point in letting & Joint Seleot Committes
supervene upon & Round Table Conference, and
indeed there is some danger of the Committee being
employed to queer the pitch for the Conference,

But, whatever the theoretical merits of the gues.
tion may be, & Joint Select Committee is in fact to
be appointed, and, as Sir Samuel Hoare stated in the
House of Commons on 27th June last year, His Ma-
jesty's Goveroment Jooks upon the coming inquiry
by this Committee aa “probably the most important
stago in the shaping of the .eoustitutional reforms.”
1t is not & matter of practical politics therefore for
Indians to be discussing at present the propriety or
otherwise of interposing between R. T. (. and Parlia-
ment another inveatigation, even if it be by an Indo-
British agency. Their clear duty is to use to the full
this fresh opportunity of gtating their views assum-
ing that, in their opinion, the White Paper proposals
are capable of being so improved as to be acceptable
to the publio. .

From this point of view it is perhaps for the
best that the Joint Seleot Committee will have
the freedom, not only in theory but in faot, to sug-
gest variations in the proposals contained In the
White Paper. For it is only thus that Indians can
have any hope of having these proposals enlarg-
ed in the direction of demooratic self-govern-
ment,

His Majesty's Government must be held atrictly
to the promise given by it to give official support to
the R. T. O.'s agreed conolusions, and, in spite of
ocortain recent events, which have given oause for
apprehension to the contrary, we do not believe
Governmeont will depart from it. This being en-
sured, Indians will stand to lose nothing, but gain
something (though the possibility of this is remote)
by the Joint Seleot Committee being given the
liberty of modifying Government’s proposals. Only
the Indian auxiliary committee to be associated
with the Parliamentary Committes must be truely
representative of Indian opinion (including even the
ultra-radical) and must be given a status which in
substance, though not in form, will be fully equal
to that of the Joint Committee.

* » *

Non-co-operation with a view to C o~operation.

THE People has poured out phials of anger in
its last number on the devoted heads of the Liberals
for their refusing to take part in the remaining stages
of constitutional discussions. As a matter of fact,
their attitude has not yet been finally decided on
this question, though no one oan say that there is no
possibility of  their taking & decision which will be
unpalatable to our contemporary. Holding as it
does that the White Paper is fit only for being con-
signed tothe W, P. B, we oannot underatand how
the People can support Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar's
suggestion that the Liberals ghould abstain from oco-
operation provided (Gandhiji and political prisoners
are not released. Consistently with the views is
holds on the results of the R, T, U, it must say, on
$he ountrary, that Liberals and others must non-co-
operate even il the political prisoners are released
and that Gandhiji must himeelf non-co-operate when
he comesa out of gaol. There can therefore be no force
in Mr, Rajagopalachariar's plea, so far as the People
is ouncerned, that the Liberals ehould non-oco-operate
‘with & view to enabling Gandhiji to co-operate, Our
own feeling in $he matter is this : the Liberals shouid
©o0-operate or non-cooperate as one or the other course
may appesar proper to them on the merits of the re-
forms question., But they mneed nol non-éo-operate
for the purpose of securing release of Mahatma

Gandhi ; and our reason for taking this line is this:
if the Congress wishes still o pursue eivil disobedi~
ence the Liberals cannot ask for releage ; if it does
not wish to pursue that course, It oan iteslf secure
rolease without non-co-operation on the part of
the Liberals. .

* * »

Moonje on Congress Pelicy.

INCREASING pressure is being brought to bear
on the Congress authorities to oall off voluatarily -
the oivil disobedience movement and turn their atten~
tion to the constitutional problema. Dr. Moonja has
told the press the substance of the advice he tendersd
last week to the Acting President of the Congress,
Mr. M. 8, Aney. He advooated both direct notion from
outside the legislatures and comstitutional action

from within, in order to put pressure on the Govern-

ment for the purpose of securing the “substance of
independence.” But it is clear from what he said that
his reference to direct actiom was more a matter of
form; he would not rule out direct aotion “ as and
when neaded.” It was not needed now, and he would
wish the Congress, without admitting defeat, to
suspend oivil disobedienoce, st any rate, not puraue it
with “vigour and push.” He had no use for the goal,
The opserative part of his advice was that the Congress
should suspend eivil disobedience and oapturs the
legislatures for what they were worth -and exploit
them to gain more power, At the same time, he did
not advooate entry into the counctls in order to wreck
them, but merely to use them .for winning greater
power. It is difficult to improve on Dr. Moonje's
adviceand we trust the Congress authorities will
giva it due weight to it in their deliberationa.

* . * *

Let Burma Separate !

REPLYING to & guestion in the Commons last
Monday Sir Samuel Hoare made an important an-
nouncement concerning the British Government’s
policy with regard to the future of Burma. It was
for the Burma Legisiative Council to decide unequi-
vooally if Burma should separate or federate. A
separated Burma would not be given a constitution
any better than what was promised to Burma at the
Burma R. T. C. or what India would get ; nor would
a federated Burma be free to secede from the federa~
tion if and when she wished. If a final decision
between these two altornatives and these two only was
speedily taken, the Joint Select- Committes would be
asked to consider a new constilution for meparated
Burma or the modifications which the Indian federal
constitution would require if Burma joined the federa-
tion,

It is clear from this that, separated or federated,
Burma will not get a constitution in advance of what
is being vouchsafed to India in. so far as the
transfer of responsibiility’ from London is concerned,
whatever be the extent of the transfer. Under she
oircumatances, even the separationists in Burma may
choose to federats. Much as India would wish to
maintain intact the tie that mow binda India and
Burma, ‘wecannot help fesling that, considering
what is in storsa for Indis, perhaps Burma will be
better off saparated. Burma will then be a unitary
gtate and not a unit in a federation; and a unitary
constitution Is any day better than & federation, It
is one of the tragedies of India thet the unitary -state
of British India ig being broken up into a federation.
Further, the Indian fedaration has many unsatisfao-
tory featuras. The chief among-them i§s the inoubus
of the over-weighted authority of the Indian Princes
in the federal government, which will 4end to make
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#t-most undemceratic and unprogressive. A sepsrated
Burma will escaps this blight; whatever be the ex-
tent of the transfor of power from Londen to Ran-
goon, it will be controlled by s Burmese democracy
snd be responsive to progressive opinion. It will
aleo escape the communsl] curse of Indis, Bad as is
the ‘sutocracy of the British, it will not be sugment-
od by a combinstion with the Princes end ¢he com-
munalists, We bave 1o desire to drag Burma down
to the unfortunate position of India under federa-
tion.

L * »

His Highness of Baroda,

H18 Highnesa Sir Sayajirao Gaikwad, the ruler
of Baroda, has been recently the recipient of many ad-
dresses and other manifestatiora of bonour and esteem
at the hands of the publio on the oceasion of his en-
teringupon hia seventy-first year. Fora long time after
his accession to the gadi, the Guikwad's was & mame
to tonjure with in all parts of India.and particularly
in Maharastra. His reforming zeal made itself felt at
the time in many departments of public activity and
be was the pionceer In his State of reveral progressive
movements which the British Indians longed to see
introduced into British India but which for want of
power they could not get introduced. -Compulsory
primary sducation, separation of judicial and exeou-
tive functions, prevention of early marriages were
among such movemente which, because they seemed
possible only in an Indian State, made many Indians
prefer Princes’ rule to British ruzle. No denuneiation
of the British Government would mt that time be
oombplete until & contrast was drawn between Baroda
and British India in regard to these matters to the
dieadvantage of the former. But the premise of the
early years of the regime was unfortunately not sus-
tained to the end. Sir Sayujirao has never been o
believer in democracy, His State even now has but
radimentary orgens of popular government. The
Legislative Counoil of Baroda iy miles away from that
of Travancore or Mysore, It is in fact hardly better
In struoture and powers than that, for instance, of the
tiny State of Miraj constituted only the year before
last. But even the reforms in-which he showed keen
interest in the beginning seem now to .Jbave arrived
at a gtandstill stage, and his long ahsences from his.
State have bacome a veritable socandal. But, even
eo, there 18 no doubt that he is at bottom =& progress-
ive ruler, and the hope is universally expressed that
in the remaining period of his rulership, which we

* proy will be a long and happy one, his carly pro-

greesivism will be more in evidence.

» * *

Tne Bhil Seva Mandal,

TEE tenth annual report of Bhil Seva Mandal
issued recently is a record of the beneficent activities.
conduocted by the Mandal for the uplift of the
Bhils who number nearly 134 orore in India and
sbout 1714 lakhs in Bombay. Xor obvious reasons
the Mandal confines it attention ta about one lakh
Bhils residing in the Dohad and Jhalod talukas of
the Pnnoh-Ma_hnla district, though given more plenti-
ful Tescurces it has every intention of bringing the
whole Bhil population of Gujerat under its oivilis-
ing influence. The reforming activities of the
Mandal have;so far taken the form of sohcols and
ashrams for Bh ils, and the provision for medical relief
to them, Durmg the year under report the Mandal
oould boast of eighteen institutions for the uplift of
Bhils—8 residential primary schools, one dispensary,
1 ‘primary school, 6 grant-in-aid schools snd 2

grant-in-aid night schools, The year witnessed
the opening of a new Ashram at Sarda in Baroda
territory, whioh, like the other institutions of the
Mandal, is getting popular with those for whose
benefit it is intended. It is seen from a statement
appended to the report that very nearly 600 children
of both sexes were in receipt of instruction at the
inetitutions for which the Mardal is responsible;
and that ite expenditure was over Rs. 18,00)
for the purpote.  Thers oan be no £wo opinions
gs fo the highly useful nature of the Mandal’s work.
1t is & pity the Manda} is unable to extend its good

| work for want ofladequate funds, It rmay not be gene-

rally known Hhat the:Mandal bas nothing by way of
a permanent fund and carries on a more or less hand-
to-mouth existence. {This is not the most effective way
of ensnring its permanence, It is therefore, to be hope-

‘ad that thesa who value its nation-building work

will do their best to place the institution on a sound
financial footing and <in any oase prevent con-
traction in its work taking place owing to lack
of finsnoial support. As is well known, the Man-
del bag for its president Mr. A, V. Thakkar of the
Servants of India Society who is ably associated in
the Mandal's work by its 9 life-members,

. ] »

Madras Sanitary Welfare League,

IT appears from the second annual report of the
Sanitary Welfare League of Madras that it has a
oreditable record of work in the matter of rousing
the sanitary consoience of the people of Madras. The
principal activity to which the League set its hand
poon after its birth was an intensive study of the
Madras slume, especislly thaoss inhabited by the un-
touchables. This survey saw its end during the yesr
under report and its results are embodied in & mepa-
rato pamphlet, which is supplemental o the report.
The number of cheries thus studied was 181, which
compriged 40,600 families or roughly two lakhs of
bhuman beings, Even a cursory glance at the pam-

phlet is enough to give one-gome idea as to how badly

these people fare in the matter of the supply of such
a prime necessity of life as water, not to mention
such municipal amenities as street lighting, latrine
accommodation, drainage, street cleaning, etc.
There can be no doubt that a large part of the ere-
dit for the publio interest recently evinced in Madras
in the well-being of the population of these neglect-
ed localities must go to this carefully planned socio-
logicel study. But the League's activities do not
atop here. Since the completion of the survey it has
been devoting its attention to the preparation of a
model housing scheme for thess pepple—a scheme
“that shall be economiecally eound and meet the
needs of the poorest,” It would appear from this
soheme that the gross building cost for a dwelling
would not exceed Rsa. 359 and that the economic
rent for it would be as low as Rs. 2-8~0 per month,
which after18 years would drop down to Rs. 0-11-0
The scheme is 50 far advenced that such & model
hut is already under construction on land loaned for
the purpose by the Masdras Municipal Corporstion. .
Funds for the purpose have been found by the Local
Rotary Club, students’ social service organisatione,
the Interpational Fellowship and a few individuale.
The accounts stutement appended to the report bears
witnees Lo the idenlly economical manner in which
the League's activities are conducted, its expenses
for the year amounting to not even, Rs. 100. It msy
be mentioned that Mr. 8. R. Venkataraman of the
Servants of India Society who is working as the
League's Secretary is its heart and soul and devo-
tea his undivided attention to its work.

] * L]
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THE WHITE PAPER.

By The RT. HON. V, S SRINIVASA SASTRL

1

HAT might have been the one clear gain of the
Third Round Table Cooference is thrown into
jeopardy by the White Paper. In the spirit

cf hope which refuses to be killed, we lookad for the
glad news that the required balf of the Indian States
had promised to come into the new order of things and
that federation would be born soon after provincial
sutonomy. In vain does the cliataka strefoh his
supplioatory throat before & dry cloud! The delay
is thus explained :

“The final discussions with the States with
regard to their Instraments of Accession and the
exeoution of the latter cannot be wundertaken
until the Act which will be the basis of the
Princes’ accession has been passed, for until that
time arrives the States will not be in possession
of complete knowledge of the charascter and

powers of the Federatlon to which they are
asked to sccede.”

Have. we of Britigh India that complete know-

ledge  Have the Government of Great Britsin and
the leadera of the verious parties that comnplate know-
ledge? We all reserved our final judyment alike,
And yet the authors of the White Puper have made
up our minds for us. Only the Princes, in virtue of.
their sovereignty, have suspended tne whele enter-
prise and may in the end politely bid British Indis
go its own way. This without doubt is one of those
causes beyond the control of His Majes'y's Govern-
ment, which they fear might make their programme
impcssible. Being forewsarned, they are also fore-
armed, Here is the remedy :
“They will take steps to Teview the whole
position in consuitation with Indian opinion.”
Quick and sure! Reosll the agony of the 1932
session of the R. T. C. and that of th» t .0 .previous
sessions. Indian opinion is ut the be-t uusure and
divided. What will it yield in the exixperation of
failure and dark suspicions engandered by it ?
Danger lurks in another qiurrer also. The
Reserve Bank may not have been rturted; or finan-
cial, economic or political conditivns m.y render it
impracticable to start the new Wed:ral - nd Provin.
cial Governments on a stable busis. Mark the phr e
* political conditions’, Whuo d1:s nat k 13 v the acute
political distemper which ro'v taxes th: wisdom buth
of Britein and of Indin? Wi dies noc know that
Federation is the one reme!v which has been hit
apon a8 promising relief? Inis n curioas fear that
the application of the remedy may be made impossi-
ble by the disease itself or by so ne new +nd virulent
form that it may assume, If a sinis‘er curn should
happen, reasonable persons would anly say that
delay or denisl of the remely was responsible, The
soil and the circumstan-es of Indin are likely to
throw up fresh turmoil every now and then, Hi-tory
will not exonerate thosa wh- yive time for the mal-
ady to grow worsa with the modicine lock.d upin
$heir chest. No plea of lack of wuruiog is possible,

] still present a sharp contrast.

It has been sounded without end, for a long time,
and in every eccent and pitoh. Allow no interval
except the briefest between provineial autonomy and
central responsibility ; if the second step be not sure
to follow, do not take the first,

After three years of olose and frank consultation
round a table the British and Indian standpoints
The Secretary of
State and his politicel compatriots compare the
scheme of reconstruction with the present posture of

- things and profess to be astonished at the great ad-

vance, [The Indian politician has the vision of
Dominion 8tatus shining in full lustre before his
mind’s eye and cannot help being chagrined as he
sees tbhe tremendous distance between it and
what is shown to him as the next stage of his
journey., His chagrin is deepened when he realises
that the White Paper does not define the further
stage or stages, or even foreshadow them. The
Montagu-Chelmsford scheme  contained the means
of its own fulfilment. Even the Simon Report paid
homage to the principle of sutomatic progress,
tbough it failed Iamentably to ‘translate it into prac-
tical suggestions. In the document before us the
only hint that finality has .not been reached is con-/
tained in & phrage in the opening paragraph, “The
responsible government so established must, during a
period of tramsition, be qualified by limitations in
oertain direotions.” How long this period is to last
and when thetransition will be finished are questions
to whish mno answer is to be found in the many
pages that folloﬁ

At this point another omen of evil may be men-
tioned. When Liord Irwin comforted our despairing
hearts in 1929, he uged the words ‘Dominion Status’
to desoribe India’a political destination and sdded
that they were panctioned by His Majesty’s (zovern-
ment in Londen, During the protracted discussions
of the three years that have passed since then, one
yearned with a1l one's heart to hear those comforting
words in an official. pronouncement, Buf in vain. -
If the suthorities, in making immediate readjust-
ments, had this gosl in view, they showed no signs
of it. But the mantra has been chanted in our ears
and we shall not forget it unkil we have probed its
significance to the full

IX

In repeating the polioy of Great Britain towards
our politival aspirations, the White Paper which we
are examining is careful to observe this rule of
silence as regards the expression ‘Dominion Status’,
Its departure, however, from the terms of the 1929
pronouncement is not merely negative. There iz a
positive deviation, of which the einister import is
clear, but no explanation is forthcoming. Lord
Irwin promised that the safeguards inserted in the
new constitution would be in the interests of Tndia.
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It is admitted by the authors of the White Paper that
the safeguards proposed in it “bave been framed in the
common interests of India and the United Kingdom.”
These new words may mean one of two things, They

may mesn that the two countries have become 80 |

intertwined that what is good for one is good for
the other as well, This idea, however, is too
idesnlistic to be true and may be dismissed. The intended
meaning, then, is that, while such interests as aro safe-
guarded are common to both countries, none are safe-
guarded which are exclusively those of India or those
of the United Kingdom. In a constitution for India
there could be no harm in safeguarding her interests,
though they be hers ajone; in fact, if the constitution
be devised by her children or their well-wishers, that
should be the case sgain and again, Itis strange that
the intention, so nobly prominent in Lord Irwin's de-
claration, is to some extent expressly disavowed. But
are thers no safegusrdsexclusively in the interests of
the United Kingdom? Let us examine a few. Taka
provisions 122 and 123 on page 59. The first begins:
“The Federal Legislatura and the Provineial
Legislatures will have no powsr to make laws
subjecting in British India any British subjeot
( including companies, partnerships or associa-
tions constituted by or under any Federal or
Provinocial law ), in respeet of taxation, the
holding of property of any kind, the carrying on
of eny profession, trade, business or ocoupation,
or the employment of any servants or- agents, or
. In respect of residence. or travel within the
bounderies of the Federation, to any .disability
> or discrimination based upon his religion, des-
cent, caste, colour or placa of birth.”,
But the words “any British subject” include the
white people of the Dominions and of ¥'iji and Kenya,
in whioh the inhabitants of India are subjected to
disabilities and indignities. Is India to be deprived
for ever of the puwer of retaliation? She has
already takeu legislative power for the purpose,
though she has forborne so far to exercise it.
Then there is the famous resolution of the Imperial
Conferenoce of 1921, empowering India to restrict
Immigration into her territory as i may suit her and
discountenancing the disabilities toc whiochk her
nationals are subjected in parts of the British Com-
monwealth. No Indian can olaim to speak for the
people of the United Kingdom. Butno Indisn will
admit that it is in the interests of his country to
take away by an express provigion in her constitu-
tion the power to retaliate that she has, though it
be unimplemented, and the benefit of the dootrine of
inter-commonwealth propriety, though it be only a
plous hope,

Belore leaving this topio it is worth while
to take note of mnother distinotion made batween
Indie and the Dominions, though it be purely
academijc. It has been claimed by the Dominions
that they have the right in certain oiroumstances of
excluding even the people of Great Britain, and the
right seems to have been exercised once or twice.
The Imperial Parliement, of course, is proverbially
omnipotent, thera being only one facetious exception.
There is no concelvable circumstance in which the
people of India would wish to keep out those of the

United Kingdom, if the power was left to them by ~
implication. To deny the power in terms fo any
poople is to discriminate against them and to imply
that it might not be eafe to entrust them with it
Provision 123 wears the aspect of reciprocity between
India and the United Kingdom and goss back to an
ides agreed upon at the 1930 sension of the R T, C
But then the subject had to be settled by negotiation
between the two parties, and a sonvention, had to be
reached regulating the equelity between -the two
communities. It eertainly was not intended that the
present oonstitution should lay down the principle
in unqualified terms without giving our experts an
opportunity of examining how the principle would
work out in practice and how, if it led to actual
hardships, these could be mitigated. So long as India
is not fully self-governing, her power of negotiation
with Great Britain is limited. Provision 123
therefore is somewhat in the nature of an ex
parte arrangement, and the claim ocannot be
sustained except verbally that it is framed in the
common interests of India and the United Kingdom,

‘When the question of Publio Services was first
considered at the Round Table Conference, Indian
delegates sggfeed that a certain measure of reoruit~
ment in Great Britain should continue, but they
stipulated that the entire control should vest for the
future in the Government of India. The White'
Paper declines to make this transfer without a
word of explanation, The Seoretary of State's
Couneil is to be kept in being for the one purpose of;
protecting the Services, and tha Government of}
Indis, in command of the lives and fortunes of 350
millions of people and purporting to march forward IJ
to Dominion Status, must appear befora the world!
as not competent to appoint, punish and dismiss
their own servants. The personal concurrence of
the Governor-General and of the Governors ig requir-
ed before the India Government can cansure, trans-
fer or lower the .emoluments of & member of
oertain services, Can this bumiliating position of
the Government of India be desoribed as subserving.
the common interests of India and the United King-
dom? Paragaph 101 on page 53 embodies a safeguard
of an unvsaal natare on beha!f of European and
Anglo-Indian education. A reduetion of grant-in-aid
in this sphere, unless it is & reduction pro rata with
the general educational grant-in-aid, requires a three
fourths "majority in the Provineiel Legislature
conoerned, ‘Is this discrimination in the ecommon
interests of India and the United Kingdom ?

Parsgraph 119 enumerates the subjects in respect
of which legislation in the Federal Legislature would
require the previous sanction of the Governor-Gene-
ral. Among these subjects are the coinsge and
ourrency of the Federation and the powers and duties
of the Federal Reserve Bank in relation to the ma-
nagement of ourrency and exchange. It is well
known that these matters have givea rise to much
suspicion and recrimination in the past and that it is
peoulisrly diffioult for British sutborities toact in this
sphore without the imputation of being influenced
by British more thsn Indian interests, Is it wise
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that the QGovernor-General, who can withhold ‘assent
from any measure at the final stage, should also
have the power of prevention at the very beginning?
And ig it necessary that this requirement of previous
consent should bs permanent ? If the intention of His
Majesty’s Government to enact this provision be in-
flexible, why should they not adopt a suggestion that
has been frequently made and that has received in-
fluential support among British leaders to the effect
that the Instrument of Instructions should contain a
direction to the Governor-General to usé these spe-
oial powers oulvy in the inforests of India? It is
highly desirable to avoid all suspicion of subordi-
nating the financial interests of India to those of the
United Kingdom.

It is proposed to create by the Constitution Aect a
.gtatutory Railway Board and to preserve the rights
of Indian Railway Companies to have access to the
Seoretary of State in regard to disputed points and,
if they desire, to proceed to arbitration. Itis not
quite clear why, if the Reserve Bank can be consti-
tuted by Indian legislation, the Railway Board
ghould not be similarly constituted. It is equitable
that’ the existing rights of Companies should be
maintained. Freedom from political inflnences and
vexatious interference by politicians is as desirable
for the Reserve Bank as for the Railway Board.
These can be secured in both cases through Indian
legislation. In . both cases the ultimate control
should vest in the Government of India, who are
horeafter to be the real custodiang of the interests of

the ccuntry.

11

It is necessary at this point to cast a glance at
the other reservations and safeguards, so that we may
form a more or less aocurate idea of their aggregate,
To the bigger items the representatives of India
at the Round Table Conference have in the main
consented, Defence naturally takes first place under
this bead, not merely on account of the huge sums
that it involves, but on account of its vital impor-
tance to national self-respect and to the Dominjon-
hood which sums up the aspirations of India. The
Instrument of Instructions will direct the Governoe-
Geaneral to frame the military budget in consultation
with his Ministers as well as with the Counsellors
responsible to him, We pleaded more than once at
the Round Table Conference for such branches
of the Defence subject as Indianisation and
the development of a citizen army to be
actually transferred to the control of the legis-
latures, Before the Joint Seleot Committee these
pleadings will be repeated without s doubt, Without
prejudices the suggestion may be made that, in case a
division of responsibility for the subject of defence
be ruled out, the Instrument of Instructions should
oontaln & direction that the Governor-General ghould
take counsel with his Ministers on these branches
as woll as on expenditura, When it is remembered
that this Instrument is to be invested with unusual
importance inthe new regime by being made both

parliamentary and statutory, it will be realised that
such a direction to the (Governor-General will be a
valuable safeguard tn the interests of India. From our
standpoint perhaps the greatest danger is the failure
to provide for the termination of the reservation of
defence, that is, to indicate the time when the army
will be completely Indianised and turned over to our
control. The peopls of Indis, no less than their lead-
ers, have to watch this subjeot with the utmost
vigilance possible. Let them be warned that the
complete Indianisation of the army and its eventual
transfer have not yet become part of the acoapted
policy of the British Government, We cannot rest
till this consummation has beemreached. The only
statement in the White Paper upon the pointis to
the effect that *the Instrument of Instructions will
slso formally recognise the fact that the defence of
India must to an increasing extent ba the concern of
the Indian people, and not of the British Governmeant
alone,” In the face of this unsatisfactory pronoun-
cement, only a child can rest with ' confidence in the
phrase * during a period of transition ' ocourring in
the enunciation of policy with which the White Paper
opens-—an enunciation, by the way, which carsfully
omite the words “ Dominion Status”, which are our
inspiration and our hope.

The advent of the Princes into the, Federation
scheme} involves material deductions from Domi-
nionhood, which go far to neutralise the advantages
of Indian coneolidation. In the first place, they
demand the protection of the Crown in case of
trouble from ®their subjects, asthough there were
forces at the command of the Viceroy as distinguish-
ed from the Governor-General. The fantastio nature
of this supposition will be apparent the moment one
remembers that defence is a federal subjeot though
at present reserved to the Governor-General. Some
States seem to have asked even for the retention of
British troops for the purposs, Apart from the
military aspeot, the partial character of Indian Fe-
deration takes for granted the continuanca of their
dependence on the Crown for all noun-federal matters
go that their allegiance will ba divided between the
Viceroy and the Government of India. Consti-
tutionally therefore there' will ba hereafter two
parallel sources of authority in Indis, both deriv-
ing from the Crown, but in different capaoities.
This cannot conduce to smooth working, Though
wo hope for much from the political ingenuity of
the next generation, it is difficult to envisage the
oomplexion of the futurea Dominion of India unless
the scope of Federation is enormously extended and
the Princes look to it for protection, for the settle-
ment of succession disputes and other such purposes.
By itself this hindrance in the maroh of our country
to Dominion Status is a tremendous price to pay.
One could only wish the Federatlion we got in re-
turn will have substance enough to justify it. The
process of weakening the Government of India may
be said to begin with the seperation of the capaci-
ties of Viceroy and Governor-General, Hitherto -
by virtue of section 33 of the Government of India
Act, the Governor-General in Council has been
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= mester of all Indis, including the Indisn Btates.
“The States portfolic is in the hands of the Governor-
«(eneral as a member of his own Cabinet, and though
the rule has baen for his colleagues not to interfere
_-in hig administration, oases have cceurred in which
. they have taken a share in the decision.
Aport from erecting the Viceroy into a separafe
~ entity with powers and functions abstracted from the
head of the Government of India, the Governor-General
will in future be exalted at the expense of his Cabinet.

Ho will control the reserved subjectsof Dafence,

" External Affsirs and Eoclesiastioal.- He will have
power to gather up in his own handa all governmental
* functions apd  respongibilities when there is s
breakdown of the machinery. Besides, he has vari-
ous special responsibilities which impinge nn the
- transfarred sphere, thus giving rise to ocoasions when
‘he may direct bis Cabinet to do cerbain things and
- in ease of their non-compliance, do them himself.
“This setting aside of the Ministry is open to him in ali
- three departments—those of legislation,administration
- and inance. The items in respect of which he can
- ¢ake this threefold action in supersession of his ool-
Jjeagues make a formidable category. Here ara the
+heads In compendious form:

The prevention of grave menace to the,peace
or tranquillity of India or any park thereof ; the
safeguarding of the financial stability and oredit
of the Federstion; the safeguariding of minori-
ties ; the safeguarding of the Services; the pro-

. tection of the rights of States; the prevention
of commercial disorimination; any matter in the
transferred ephere which affects the reserved

departments.

“To allay the fears caused by this long list, it is stated
~tbat the Governor-General and the eleven Governors
who will have corresponding powers will all be men
-of commongense and goodwill and a coneciliatory
--disposition, We &re assured that in actual
faot they will not -be found constantly interfering
with the administration of the transferred depart-
~ments by the Ministern., This may or may not be
-go, Buk it is certain that the Ministers in oharge
.can never feel at ease so long as they koow that
- they are being mnarrowly watched by the heads of
Defence and External Affairs, by the Finanocial
Adviser, by the leaders of the minority groups, by
the wenior officials serving under them, by scores
-.of Prinoes, by the representatives of British commercs,
~and that some of these may at any moment invcke
‘the werxercise of the (Governor-General’s speoial
responsibilities. The fear of interferencs wiil oppress
the Miniaters and hinder the growth of a sense of
reaponsibility.

The White Paper procseds on the assumption

that the time is come for entrusting large powers to
~the elected representatives of the people and creates
- 1arge constituenoies for the purposs, One would ex-
pect that the existence of these trusted legislative
- bodies would obviate the neoessity of other maohi-
nery for the purpose of legislation. It is strange,
however, that the power of making laws is ta be ex-
ercised in future by more agencies than before. The
~Governor-General and the Governors are to enjoy

the power of certification as hitherto, only the result-
ing laws will be distinguished on the statute book
by being designated Governor-General’s Acts and
Governors' Acts. , The power of making Ordinances
for six months is continued, To obviate legal doubta
that bave arisen, it isto be expressly enacted that
an Ordinance is renewable for a second period of six
months. This power could bitherto be exercised only
by the Governor-General. Hereafter it is exercisa-
ble by Governors as well, A wholly new develop-
ment is the extension of the Ordinance-making power
to the Government of India and the Provincial Gav-
ernments in their eollective oapacity, but under
stringent restrictions, One of these restrictions is
that the Ordinances may be repealed at any time
by the (Governor-General or the Governors. The
vary brief and precarious life which such
Ordinances can enjoy makes i more than doubtful
whether they would be really required. The sum
of these safeguards and restrictions is so large that
the scope of responsible government is unduly
narrowed, the machinery of government becomes
cumbersome and the people feel that they are nof
Fully trusted. This is the more difficuls to understand:
because the Federal Legislatures are composed, as
the London 7imes has admitted, in large measure,
of representatives of minorities and representatives
of the Siates, all havicg & weightage and the' latter
being in addition nominated by the Princes,

v

A few minor - -points call for remarks, The
appointment of a Financial Advissr to the Governor-
General may not be open to sericus objsetion so
long as he is charged with the diffioult duty of main-
taining the financial stabilily and oredit of the Fade-
ration. When the Finance Minister and his depart-
ment have acquired! a fund of experience and the
Regerve Bank has functioned satisfactorily in its
own sphere, the Govenor-General may well bs reifev-
ed of hisspecial responsibility for finanoe andthe post
of Financial Adviser be sbolished, It should, therefore,
be made only for & definite period, say, five years,
The suggostion made in the White Paper that this
officer’s advice' must be available to the Finanoe
Minister is not withoutitsdrawbacks, If their mutual
consultation besomes frequent and intimate, an un-
duse ascendancy will come to the officer who has the
ear of the overriding authority. His wishes and’
suggestions will scquire excessive importance; and
if they be not heeded, it is only human nature that &
sense of grievance shonld be:produced, ' The view is
worth oconsideration that the Finance Minister
should not seek the previons advica of the expert.

The proposal of the White Paper on the subjeeb
of the Seoretary of State’s Council cannot commend
itself to Indian opinion, If it'is to become mostly
advisory and its only proper Funotion is to approve
of service rules and decide appeals from aggrieved
officialy, it seems superfluous. It is utterly indefen-
gible to oreate new ‘provinces lika Sind and Orissa®
unless they are willing to out their coat asoocordin®
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to their cloth. There is no seying where this pro-
cess will end. Demsnds for other provinces, more or
less plausible, have slready been heard, and it would
be difficult to resist them, once the prineiple of sub-
ventions from Federal revenues for deficit provinoces
bhasbeen accepted, Our representatives will, it is
hoped, resist the tendency to the utmost. In para-
graph 73 of the Introduction a proposal is mentioned
for building up gradunlly separate sterling funds in
conpection with the contributions now made by
officers for family pensions. One remembers a fan.
tastio proposition somewhat on these lines made
recently by a retired I, C, 8. officer. The resulting
scheme must receive the careful scrutiny of our
leaders when they sre confronted with it at the
sittings of the Joint Select Committee,

It is & smasll gain, but one may be thankful that
certaid provisions, such as respect dus to personal
liberty and rights of property and the eligibility of
all for public office, regardless of differences of caste,
religion, eto,,will fnd a place in the Constitution Act.
Some other matters unsuitable for statutory enact.
. ment may be embodied in the Royal Proociamation

inaugurating the new constitution. Our leaders will,

we are confident, endeavour to enlarge the list of
these rights as far as possible. One would wish to
add a further recommendation that such fundamental
rights 88 may be recognised in thesa two ways
should be extended to the subjects of Indian States,
who hava been left too much in the cold.

Onr Fondar Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL.)
( From Cur Correspondent. )
' LoxspoN, March 10,
THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.

O - DAY, " The Times " announces that the full
Cabinet is to meet to consider the White Paper

on the future constitution of India, which, it is hoped,
will go into the hands of the members of the House of
Commons next Friday, the 17th, and be avajlable for
the Press the following day, The motion approving
of the Joint Belect Committee to consider it will, it
is stated, be taken early in April. From the replies
given to Mr. 'Churehill’s questions in the House of
Commons on Tuesday, it is now understood that the
Indian associates will not be named and invited
until the Committee itself has been get up and has
decided upon its procedure.

The terms of the resolution to be moved by the
Government are not yet known, but apparently the
Committes wiil have full power to confer with Indian
representatives in whatever way it deems best. This
makes the composition of the Committee a1l the more
important and explains why so much pressure is
being put upon the Government in regard to its
personnel from the Ministerial side of the House.

According to Sir Samuel Hoare's statement,
nothing has so far been done to select the Indiang
who are te come to London for this fourth Conference
{which is what it amounts to) bsyond some informal
correspondence between the Viceroy and the Indisns
who, it is thought, “would be useful to the Commite

tee.” The Secretary of State said in so many words-.
that no commitments of any kind had bzen entered
into that would embarrass the Committee's liberty

of action, ‘

Exsactly how the consultations will proceed and
to what extent the funotions of our latest Indian
visitors will exceed those of mere witnesges or -
“ pleaders, "’ we are not to know until the Committee
itself isin being, The desire of the GQovernment is
understood to be that the delibarations between the
Committee and its associates shall be fuli and free;
but, of course, there will be no question of the -
Indiang voting on any issue that may arise, nor will
they bein any way responsible for the report which
the Committes will eventually submit to Parliament.

Suggestions have been made that some, at least, .
of the Indian delegates should ba nominated by the
Legislative Assembly, in which case that body would
presumably expect a report from its own represent-
atives, The Assembly, however, has not evinced
any particular desire tobe directly represented in .
these discussions, and the ohoice will probably rest
a8 before with His Majesty’s Government in o.nsul- -
tation with the Viceroy.

REACTIONARY WIRE-PULLING.

Signs are multiplying that intense pressure will
be put—is being put—upon the Government witha.
view torestricting the proposed Indian Constitution in .
overy possible way, It is very significant that so
many back-benchers in the Tory Party should be

‘publicly proclaiming that in their view the scheme -

which was adumbrated at the last Round Table Con-
ferance goes too far. It is still more ominous that-.
these domestic critics of the Government's Indian
policy are by no means limited to those who voted
for Sir Henry Page-Croft’s diehard resolution a fort-
night ago. It has to be recognised that the oppposi-
tion.to the moderate reforms such as are [avoured
by 8ir Samusl Hoare and some of his colle- -
agues iz much stronger within the Tory
ranks than the figures of the division on that
ocaasion would appear to indicate. And during the -
last few weeks there has been some very vigorous
string-pulling in the constituencies, the result of
which is to be seen in the numerous protests made
by individual membera against making eny substan-
tinl advance towards real eelf-government in India.
All that these Conservative commentators seem to -
be concerned about is to make sure that British in- -
terests are inno way saffected and, with this objeck
in view, to see that the safeguards are as stringent
ae thev can be made. Some perbaps genuinely be- -
lieve that India would be safer and happier if atill
loft in the hands of the strong British goverping -
classes.' They can only see themselves a3 divinely
appointed to control the, destiny of all those people
who come under their sway. They are not evil in
their intentions but eimply egotistical and without -
sny real foresight, :

The Government, however, may be trusted to do--
its utmost to secura a reliable working majority for
its own proposals on the Committee, but opinion in
the party about India is so restive that anything
may happen when the White Paper is putf upon the
disseoting table, In suoh a pituation as this the
Labour Members will have little choios, as Mr.
Lansbury remarked to a friend last week, but support
the main proposal of the Government lest & worse

thing should befall.

It is as well that India should be thoroughly
awake to what is happening here behind the scenes.
However unsatisfactory from the Indian point of
view the. polioy of the present Government is, it
is olear that the msin struggle during the next
stage of the discussions is going to be, not so much
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‘between Indian Nationalism and a reactionsry
Government, which is, af least from the British
standpoint, progressive on this issue, as between
Indian Nationalism and a solid mass of Conservatism
which .refuses to look ahead, or to take any but the
-smallest step forward. '

PLACATING THE TORY CRITICR

One disturbing feature of the- present situation
here is that Ministers are being driven into making
- statements of & compromising nature with a view
to placating malcontents in their own party. As
was remurked last week, Sir Samuel Hoare stood

up to his critics with a fair amount of courage and .

. determination at the meeting of the Conservstive
National Counecil, but the strength, of the opposition
on that oocasion has not been without its effect on
the party ag & whole,
by the officinl leaders to reassure the doubters in
the rank and file that the policy of the (tovern-
ment is a safe one for Bribain. ‘ '

The line which will be taken by Government

.spokesmen to steady opinion among their supporters
was indjcated in the speech of the Under-Becretary,
Mr. R. A. Butler, on Wednesdsy et & meeting of
the Junior Constitutional Club, He assured thosa
who bad been picking holes in the Government's

Indian programme that there would be opportunity

for the fullest disoussion, not only in the Joint Com-
mittes, but in Parliament iisslf and in the country.
He suggested to that section of Conservative opinion
which wanted to reject the Government’s proposals
before hearing them that they were foolishly magni-

fying the risks which tie poheme discussed at the |

Round Table would entail. Mr. Butier: reiterated
bis faith in a demooratic solution (as he conceives
#t ) of the Indian problem, but once more he assured
his hearers that the Government had not the Ieast
intention of throwing India away. ' ‘ :

. Andthen he went on to proclaim what great
things the National uovernment had already achi-
eved for the Empire in Indis, the inference being
that nothing would be surrendered whioh was.vital
£ o the maintenance of the British connection with
that country, -On his ‘ehowing Indin was already
on the way to becoming the happiest and most pros-
perous country in the world. He made as much as
he ocould of ths rise in the value of Indian Govern-
ment seourities. Ha held up the Ottawa Agreem :ut
as one of the most tangible fruits of what he called
tariff autonomy. Then there was the breaking of tne
bgyoott. and above all the cheok which had hasn
given to the oivil disobedience movement, over
which he said the Government had proved thewms:lves
deﬁni@ely viotorious,

Surely all these were reasons enough for loval
onservatives to have confidence in the determina i n
of their lenders to make no undesirable conce-siona
On the strength of such achievements he appenl:d to
them not to lose this opportunity of finding s national
-selution to the Indien problem, :

This kind of eppeal, in conjunction with the
Increasing emphasis which will be put on the sale-

. guards, will no doubt go a long way in satisfying the
main body of the Conservative party that the con-
stitution proposed for Indis, with its checks and
reservations, will do no great harm. Is it not better,
‘mauy of them will say, to set up & stable well but.
tressed Government in India with every possible
constitutional guarantee, than to leave the. problem

to be dealt with on revolutionary lines by tha nexs

Sooialist Government?

Anyhow, all signs point to the fact that we are
in for & dramatic struggle in the Select Committes:
and who oan tell what will oome out of it or where
anyone will stand at the end ? _

Every effort will be mada

THEZ PURSHOTTAMDAS PARK INCIDENT.

This week’s edition of “The New Statesman” has
made s slashing atiack upon the Indian administra-
tion in a paragraph dealing with the Magistrate's
refusal, at Allahabad, to permit the meoting that
was to have been held on the 6th February, to the
memory of the late Pundit Motilal Nekru. '

It speaks of the unnecessary patty tyranny to
which sll classes of Indians are subjeotad, and gives
the main outiines of the soandalous. treatment to .
which Sir Tej Babadur Sapru and the conveners of .
the meeting were subjscted by an arrogant, . high-
handed official's action, “Like all Governments”,
snys the paragraph, “the world over, committed to the
repression of a nationalist - movement for self-govern~ -
ment, the Indian Administration is pursuing the
impossible task with conscientious stupidity, and is
steadily turning moderates into extremists”,

Oneisglad tosee theingident has got into print
hore, for peactically: all moderate opinion will be
shooked by such exasperating treatment being meted .
toamanso well esteemed and liked as Sir Tej Bahadur -
Sapru, - Perhaps it is well that these things do oocur
to the meun most respected by us, It oompels thought
and strengthens the will fo. fight for the national
freedom of a country where such blunders ¢an ocour
with impunity, 1t is when such lamentable inoidents
occar to our friends that we are senmsible of the,
significance of the evils that areinherent in a foreign '
domiuation. ) i R

MR. ANDREWS'S ENGLISH: ASHRAM,

For some weeks past Mr. Andrews has made his -
headquérters at the Woodbrooke Settlement, near
Birmingham, In tslking abount it to & friend, he

statad thit he had done so bacause both Mahatma:
Gandbi and Rabirdranath Tagore have very inti-

- matn nzsocintions with this Sattlement of the Sociaty
' of Wriends, situated in the heart of England.
{ vlace has become, " said Mr. Androws, “a kind of °
E ixlish religious Ashram and it keeps in the clo-

*The

sest possible fouch by correspondence with both
Muhaunsji and the Poot.” Mr. Andrews by his resi--
dence at Woodbrooke thus forms a link for keeping

' up bhis spirit of fellowship bstween the Indisn Ash--
| rams at Santiniketan and Sabarmati and this kindred .

inatitution in the centre of Bnpgland. Hpe has often |
raid that he feels happier at Woodbrooke than any-
where else in England, because he finda thera a very. .
sirnitur atnosphere to that which surrounds him
when ‘he ie at the Indian Ashrams. '

While staying with his hospitable: friends at
this 8ettlement Mr. Androws has had opportunities
of mddressing the University: of Birmingham and
various other bodies' and public meetings on the -
I dian situation, Hs was unfortunately unable to
be present at tha Annuel Dinner of the Indian Asso-
clation owiny to hig heing called away to London on
tha day of that event.  Mr. Andrews rarely misses a
meating ot the Indian Qonciliation Group in town
and he is frequently interviewing members of the
Gouvernment and other leading statssmen in the into- -
restsof his adupted country,

SNoweD UP.

‘Mr. Andrews thought your readers would like to-
he*r of & strangs adventurs whion he had recently
while at Wooihrooke, He went out to a farm-house-
in the coun 1y on the night before last month’s great
hliggard, hoping to stay for a day or two, in order to
get on with the writing of his book “ Christ in the
stlence” But immediately after hig arrival at the
farm the snow cama down and the drifts in the lanea
were £0 rlaep thut he was entirely snowed up for five
day-, and there was no possibility of his getting baok
to Woodbraoke, However, this proved a blessing in
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dieguice ¥o'durihl Yhere days'of ahinterraptedquient-
ness hé waaable to db more consecutive Wwriting that
had been possible for several previous weeks,

..Mr. Andrews hopes to have his Jatest book ready
for ’t‘he‘ publishers by the beginning of May, and its
issue may be expected some time in July. Notices
have already appeared in the Press of many countries
relating to ‘its advent as one of the most important
religious books of the year, and many are looking
forward fo its publication as @& sequel to his widely-

read “What I Owe to Christ.” In common with that |

volame the new book will, of course, contain many
referernices to the avthor's Indian experience.

Dreview,

CIVILIZATION OF ASIA.

THE HERITAGE OF ASIA. By KENNETH SAUN-
DERS. {Association Press, Calcutts. ) 1932. 20cm. :

_ 224p. Re. 2/~ ,
“WHAT is it ‘'which makes Indis Indian and ‘Chi-
na Chinere? What does the genius of Japan choose
from ea¢h? How ‘does she _blend their ‘gifts?

These are the questions which this book seeks to

answer,”

The erudite scholar, Mr. Saunders, applies his vast ’

Jearning to ‘the noble task of ‘s Sympathetio under-
-standing and able interpretation of the genius of the
" Indians, the Chinese, the Japanese and the Koreans,
in one word, the East. The :author balisves that
in this generation Western studenta will study Asis
as eagerly as Eastern students are atudying Europe.
There are no barriers botweon Xast and West that
oannot be overcome by sympathy and goodwill, if
informed nnd intelligent.

The characteristic notes of the oivilisations of
each of the great Asiatio nations is rather a matter
of emphasis than of difference: “Aais is one; the
Himsalayas divide only to unite.” We may say
schomatically that India has been more con-
corned with the mystioal than the ethical, with the
beauty of the wunseen 1nind at play in the
universe, that China hag Iooked more {o the beauty
of human relations and the embodiment of cosmic
harmony in socioty, and that Japan has blent these
empbesis in her romantic cult of the Emperor and
her religious nationalism, which seces her ms the
land of the Kamrior Gods. In the golden ages of
Korea, too, something of Indian mysticism and of
Chinese bumanism was blent in a fine synthesis,
which inspired the Japanese and sent themn modds
of -secular as well as of religious achievemaent,”

After giving the general charactoristics of the
three -great civilieations, the author devotes a
obapter each to develop his theme. In order that
the reader may appreciate and estimate it more
worthily he studies in some detail three great figur-
en, each typioal of the best qualities of his nation,
- all of them men who bave wiclded and are wislding
an immense influence today, viz., the Buddha,
Cénfuoius, and Shotrku~—mystic, moralist and ruler.

‘Having written about the heritage of Korea
and the Nara Age, and the three great Scriptures, he
gives a chapter to esch of the great modern leaders,
Meahatma (Qandhi, Hu Shih, and Toyokiko Kagawa.

The author says, “That' is wby s Gandhi in
Jadia, & Hu 8hih in China, a Kagawa in Japan, all
aoclaim the Sermon on the Mount ms a foundation
for the new order in Asia, akin to and not alien
from 1ts own great heritage. -1f her mystics and

thdologians addre the Christ of the Fohannina Seer,.
her men of affairs and reformers ses fn the Sermon.

on'the Mount the ideal of their unified life,” “Ft

dompetes an almoat equal footing with the Gita for -
iy allegiance,” says Mahatma Gandhi. *“Iam

attraoted by it because it reinforces our own Chi- .
nese idealism,” ‘says Hu 8Shih, “Here is the founda-
tion for a New Socisty,” pays Kagawa.,

In the seoond part of the bodk the muthor gives
filustrative readings from the religious literature -
of India, China, and Japan, which are well worth
a oareful ‘perusal. “Having looked at classic books
and figures and eras 'in Asia, and then jumped for-
ward a thousand years to its three great modern
reformers, the student i challenged ‘to go and find

1 out for himself All that is involved in ‘the ‘coming

of the West—of Mongol and-Mogul, of Portugese.

Datoh and English,—into the encient East. Is it
for good or for evil? What is it which oan oconvert
the evil into good? In what spirit can true parl-
neeship between Kadt und "‘West ba achievad?
Indeed, this is a great book, written by a sym-

pathetic scholdr with a noble purpose. And not
inappropriately is.this book dedicated to the mem-
ory of K. T. Paul who haa done his valiant
part in the intérpretation of East and West tocach

other. L
: 8. 8, WILLIAM,

SHORT NOTICES.

THE CROSS MOVES EAST. By JOHN S..
"HOYLAND, (‘Allen & Unwin.) 1931, 20cm.
160 p5 /-~

THIS book gives a short survey through the ages of -

the ideal of creative suffering voluntarily offered to -

right a wrong. it does more than this, It interprets
with great sympathy the essentisl spirit of Indian
religious devotion in the light of this principle of the -

Cross, which in the Modern Indian term may be-

oalled ‘Satyagraha.’

The anthor shows how the Buddhs offering his: -
life to feed a starving tigress with her cubs, the -
Indian philosopher Culamus burning his body ratker
than oboy an unjust Imperial command, and Mabatma
Gandhi suffering like S. Paul many stripes for right-
eousnees sake, are all inheritors of that same spiri--
tual kingdom which Christ died to establish by
his self-offering on the Cross.

It is & challenging book not only to Christians -
but to all who claim to be seekers after truth,

MARY GILLETT,

SCIENTIFIC INVESTMENT: A MANUAL FOR
COMPANY SHARE AND DEBENTURE .
HOLDERS. By HARGREAVES PARKINSON. .
(Pitman.) 1932. 23cm. 228p. 10/6.

THIS is & book dealing with a technical subject
and immense!y nasful to investors in company shares, |
debentures and so on. But it is a book which has
an interest even for the goneralreader. Mr. Parkinson
has analysed the subject of investment in sll its
aspects’ so lucidly and clearly that everyone, from
the smallest investor to the biggest capitalist, will
be able to get instructiou from it. The author has
many useful suggestions to make to investors to-
enable them to safeguard their interests. The book
is to be read and digested by all those who arein any
way connected with modern business, and as perhaps
eyeryone Bt present comes into contmot with one-
‘business or other in some manner or other involving
financial investment, it will have corsequently to be-
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-wead by one and sll, S8ir Walter Layton in his intro-
-duction says that Mr. Parkinson’s book gives
short shrift to many old traditions and as the
reforms suggested by him are all very beneficial,
4hey deserve adoption.
’ C. V. HANUMANTHA RAO.

- Aliscellaneons,

- LIBERAL VIEW OF THE WHITE PAPER.

Following is the statement issued by Sir P. 8.

. Sivaswamy Aiyer, the Right Homourable V. S. Srinivasa

. Sastri and Dewan Bahadur M. Ramachandra Rao on
~behalf of the Madras Lsberal Leagus,

N bekalf of the Madras Liberal League, we have

been authorised to make the following brief

statement with regard to the scheme of constitu-
¢tional reforms embodied in the White Paper.

Ag the subject is to be considered by the Couneil
- of the National Liberal Federation when it meets in
~Caloutts next month and as the fime we have had
- for the study of the Whits Paper has bewn short, we
- desire it ta be understood that the opinfons here
expressed are of a tentative charaoter and subjeot to
the decision of the Liberal Federation at its next
.weanion. The gloomy forecast of the contents of the
‘White Paper sesms to be abundantly justified by the
~acheme now published. & is inspired throughout by
: & deep-seated distrust of the oapaoity- and bona fdes
-of the legislatures and treats them either as political
babes or as potential enemies of Britain, The acti-
vities of the legislatures are hedged in and surround-
~ad by #0 many restriotions that it is impossible for
.any sanse of responsibility to grow up.
In effect the schems appears to be a perpstuation
-of the present regime. All the restriotions imposed
by the Montsgu-Chelmsford scheme re-appear in the
-mew oonstitution, perhapsin & tighter form. The
vast powers conferred upon the GQovernor-Genoral
: and the Governors undaer the heads of reservad depart-~
-ments, the apecial responsibilities, speoial powars
~delegated by the Crown mot inconsistent with the
Act, disoretionary powers, emerganoy powers, powers
of interference in the transferrad {(now oalled ‘non-
reserved’) departments under the elastio formula of

“nacessary for the fulfilment of any of the special

| responsibilities” and the powers of issuing ordinanoss,

dictating legislation by message, providing for ap-
propriations without the consent of the legisiaturea
and against their votes, amount virtually to an pu-
tocracy not mitigated, but strengthened, by the up~
cheoked control of White Hall, o

The provisions enviaage the possibility of =
divergenoce or conflict of interests between Britain
and Indis, and the autocratio powers conferred upon
the Viceroy and the Seoretary of State furnish =
femptation fo exercise the powers in a manner
favourable to the interests of Britain rather than of
India. Need it cause any surprise if legislalion
prompted by such distrust creates deep distrust in the
good faith of the British (Government ? '

Of the many features of the scheme whick
serigusly detract from its acoeptability, we can only
refer tothe multitudinons and multifarious safegnards
designed to kesp the ministry and the logislatures.
under leading strings. The absence of any provi~

-gion for giving any useful voice to the legiclature

in the matter of defenos, the imposition of conditions
for the establishment of federation, the absenceof
any limit to the period of waiting for the removal of -
the obstacles to federation, the requirement of an
address from both Houses of jParliamant to the in-
auguration of the federal Government, the absence of
any indication of the termination of the period of
trapsition and eafeguards either mutomatically or
oonditionally and as to the time of attainment of
Dominion Status gr full rasponsible government,
the absence of any powerin the federal legislatura to
make any amendments even in the detaila of the
conatitution, the perpetuation of the India Council om
& slightly altered basis, the refusal to transfer the

. control of the Services to the Government of India
and the prospect of parmanent subventions of deficit

provinoes are not caloulatad to ralieve the gloom ,in
the political atmosphere. Unless the scheme now
published undergoes radieal alteration in the dirse-
tion of the removal of the numerous shackles on the
freedom of the legislatures and the conferment of
& generous measure of genuine responsibility on the

federal legislature, there is no likelihood of allaying

the political discontent in India. The choice bafore
the British Qovernment is to placate the Tories. ak
lIm?e or win the oconfidence of the people of
ndia. .

THE MAHARAJA OF ALWAR,
- By H. J. LASKL

.. Tha latest Indian Prince to seek British military
-aid in quelling unrest in his Slate is the Maharajah Sir
Jey Singhji Bahadur, who rules 750,000 parsons,
Born in 1838, he has been a ruler since he was £1.
The ycg;iayo revenue "?5 tis Rajputana State, .which
- COvars Square miles, &8 £ 300,000, j
salule of 17 guns, He o o

‘TO mogt Englishmen the India of the Native States
is A closed bock, Thelivas of the nearly eighty
million pubjeets whom the princes control is a

- matter upon which our ignorance is complste.
Vaguely: we know an ogossienal .nams like that

~of Ranjiwinhji; or the 1¢no:fampus ‘M aharajah of

Kashmir. Vagualy, , : -
Tons weclth. aguely, also, we hear legends eof fabu

We sea an goocasional .0olourful Sgurs in Lou-
~don, as at the Round Table Confarenﬁug. " 'Wa have

heard, recently, a hymun of praise to them for their
supposed generosity over the federal idea. But what
goes on within their territories is & matter abouk
which few of us think it necessary to concern pur-
selves. .

" Yat we are the Paramount Power in India, res-
ponsible for the prassrvation of law and order in the
princes’ dominions, It is as the Paramount Power
that we have just dispatohed a thousand British troops
o save the Maharajab of Alwar from a rebellion of
his own subjects, = ' '

- . .

It is only a few montha since British troops
presorved his throne for tha Maharajah of -Kashmir.
g!t:ve we reason £0 be proud of our relation with the

tes ? o

Alwar himself is oze of the better known princes.
A man of middle ags, striking in appearance, a
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mighty hunter, a devout Hindu, a host who kmows
no limit to hospitality, something of an orator, he
might emsily be taken for a picturesque figure,

_In fact, he is an autocrat such as Western Europe
has bhardly kpown since the feudal barons of the
‘'middle ages. His subjects have no rights save his
good pleasure. The power of legislation, the control
.over taxation. These are absolutely in his hands.

He is a man of dominating will to whom the
notion of oconsultstion is unknown. Passionate,
autocratio, unstable, by no means devoid of ability,
but unsble to distinguish butween his own good
pleasure and the welfare of his subjects, hia habits
must have occasioned many a difficult hour in the
Viceregal Lodge at Delhi.

Among all the Native States of India, there are
four-in the government of which it is possible to re-
cognise sgome approximation to Western standards.
Two of them, Mysore and Travancore, have been
‘renlly well governed, until recently, by women;
Cochin, also in the South, is also a model ; the fourth,
Baroda, is ruled on a lower place of competence but
it stands out far above the rest. Of the others, I wiil
only say that it is impossible to deseribe them except
in terms of something akin to despair.

There is & good deal of savage cruslty. Thers
is little recognition of the decencies of civilised life.

All that we exact from their rulers is that the
scandale shall uot bs excessive,

Very ocessionally, as in Indore, under Lord
Reading, we interfere to the degree of deposing an
impossible ruler. A little more frequently we send
a Resident to act as adviser. But For the most part
we tolerate 8 medismvalism that oan only be described
in the terminology of barbarism, There are few
Btates with even a pretence of an educational system.
I know of one State wkhere ten times the cost of edu-
cation was spent on the wedding of the Maharajah’s
gon. There are few Btates with even the beginnings
of a public health service. Thers is rarely a legisla-
tive asgembly with any powers,

* * L ]

It is seldom indeed that & Civil Service exists in
the modern sense of the term. The prince’s will is
law ; things like a Habeas Corpus aAct, a eriminal

code, an effectively independent judiciary have still
to be n;nde. :

Freedom of speech, freedom of assemby, freadom
of the Press—these are hardly in their faint begin-
nings, Those who want to criticise the incredible
practices of prircely administration usually do so
from the safe vantage ground of British India.

One Maharajsh advanced the revision of his re-
venue settlement—which meant the rack.renting of
bis tenanta—by fifteen yenrs because he wanted to
‘build a new palace, Another, in his motor-car, drove
over a dog in a small town in his State; he collected
all the dogs in the town and had them burned alive
for failure to realise their obligation to his ear,

There are contemporary records of torture and
murder which read like the horrors of the mediseval
Inquisition. Largely, we close our eyes to these
things. Delegations make their protests ; they unfold
8 ghastly tale of brutality and sordid pursuit of plea-
sure. But the princes are semi-sovereign; we have
treaties with them,

Bhort of scandal too hideous to overlock, we
observe the nhlcnticnn of our treatjes, It fa evemn

—
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possible that the new federation—if it ever comes into-
being—will give the princes a new lease of muthority.

* » - '

For they are fervent supporters of the British
Raj. None of them—outside the three I have men-
tioned—has any use for democratic government,
Few of them would remain long on their thrones
were it not for our guarantee of order in their
dominijons, Ihave met few Indians who doubt that
our retirement from India would be followed by
wholesale rebellion among their subjects.

Aund by rebellion that would be the simple
expression of intolerable grievance,  The Maho-
medans who have revolted in Alwar, for example,

are simple peasants crushed beneath a heavy burden
of taxation,

For years past their complaints have been loud ;.
for years past no attention has been paid to their
complaints. They have revolted because they
literally know no other way, under a despotic Prince
of insisting that they have veached the limit .of
human andurance,

They are not wicked men, misled by agitatora..
They are dissatisfied with conditions of life that,
did they exist in an Eoglish county, would send a
government headlong from power,

Are British froops going to Alwar to make
possible the reftention of those conditions? Or shall
wa insist, as we ought to insist, that the condition of
our protection for the Maharajash is thoroughgoing
reform of his State ?

Grant that he is a picturesque figure—handsoms,.
capable, no doubt, of acta of individusl generosity.
He governs his State because we permit him to do so;-
wa cannot escape our responsibility to his subjects
behind the pretence of his gsovereignty, for the

" Viceroy could depose him st any moment,

| * »

If the Maharanee of Travancore can build a
State of which every Indian is rightly proud, why
cannot we use our paramountoy to enforce similar
conditions upon all other princes ?

At lemst we could insist upon certazin funda-
mental rights. We could demand a eivil list to which
there was rigorous adherence. Wa could demand &
legisiative council, freely chosen by the people. We
oould demand an appesal inall eases of imprisonmant
to the Viceroy-in-Counecil.

'We could insist upon proof of competence before
administrative appointment. If the princes want our
support, they should be made to pay for it by com-
pulsory recognition of the elementary decencies of
oivil government.

A rebellion inh Alwar does not, I think, _surpriso
any observer of Indian affairs. The wonder is rather
that rebellion has not broken out long ago in other
Indian States. : :

Profoundly as I sympathise with the aspirat{qns
of British India to self-government, I sympathise

- gtill more with the tragic position of those who will

not benefit by its opportunities.

I hopé Mr. Gandhi will not forget thoaq dumb
millions when his hour of responsibility arrives.—
Daly Herald.
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