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© ONPUE OV IRE AV erh,

Neither the one nor the other,

THE Acting President of the Indian National

Congrese, Mr. M. 8. Aney, had altered the dates for
the next geseion of the Congress %o the 31st March
and 1st April next, It has been given out thas the
reagon for the-chavge was the prospect that the Bri-
tish Government’s White Paper on Indian constitu-
tional reform would be issved about the 20th ingt. and
that would give the Congress adequats time to gauge
the reaction of the country to the White Paper. The
Congress, far from ignoring the White Papar, meant
to take notice of it. According to the New Delhi
Covrespondent of the Hindx, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru
expects good support from the Congress to his paint
of view, and itis even anticipated that political pri-
+soners will be released simultaneoucly with the
puhiiqa{:ion of the White Paper. Some time aga Mr.
C. Rajagopalacheri, an suthoritative spokesman. of
the Congress, was reported to have stated in s Dress
Interview ayropos Congressmen entering the legisla-
tures, that the Congress would nct hold to any
poiicy fanaticaliy but would econsider the question
when it arose. In the mesnwhile he has been doing
more than the average legisiator to promote the pag-
sage through the Assembiy of the temple-entry bill.
All these are unmistakable indications of & whole-
eome change in the attitude of Congressmen. And
the Qovernment bave time and again ingisted on
guarantess being offered that civil disobedience would
not be revived if political prisoners were released. A
demslo_n of the kind could be taken only by the Con-
grees in form_al session. TFrom every point of view
it was both right and desirable that the Congress
session should be pormitted, But the Government
ohose. o put a ban on, it,
and It was only natural that public diseppoinﬁment'

. tion to the motion.
 to secure the support of twenty-five membaers of the

indignation shouid bave found voice in the[

Legislative Assembly. A motion for the adiourn-
mont of the Houre to discuss an *urgent matter of
public importance " was promptly tabled on Monday
last,  The Government spokesman raised no opposi-
Nevertheless, the motion failed

Assembly. The aotion of the Assembly was at first

. sight most amazing, nay shocking,

But on second thoughts, it is not surprizing. Ik
wag part of a daeliberabs plan approved by Mr. C.
Rajagopsalachari himself, The Congress ban could
in the last resort bg discussed during the budget
debates which comes off next week. But it was nece-
saary to save time to permit of the temple-entry bill
being reached on that day. The bill was somewhat
low down on the Order Paper of the day. The plan
was to eliminate or hustle through the earlier items
on the agenda and reach the first temple-entry bill
and secure the rest of the day for its discussion.
There were lions in the path; the Sanatanists and the
Muslims had bills in which they were intarestéd and
they oould not be persuaded to drop them im order to
permit the temple-entry bill being reached. And fhe

- bill mey not be reached by 4 p. m. If the sadjourn-

menf motion on the Congress ban had been admitted,
it was due to be taken up at4p m. and it would
engage the Houas till the end of the day. In their
desperate anxiety to reach the femple-antry biil, Mr.
Rajagopalachari and his Assombly friends sacrificed
the adjournment motion on the Congress ban. But
in the evant, the sacrifice was in vain; the bill was
not reached at all and was crowded out.

Mr. Rajagopalachari must have felt very sad as
he rose to leave his seat in' the President's gallery in
the Legislative Arsembly on Monday 1ast. Hae hes
been, and presumably is, one of the staunchest among
the staunchest “no-changers" among the non-co-
operators ; he has religiously shunned contact with
the “satanic” Government which was untouchable,
Paradoxical as it may scem, afthe instance of
Mahatma Gandhi himself, the originator and high
priest of non-cooperation,and withtbe view of saving -
the life of the Mahatma from a porsible fast unto
death, Mr, Rajagopalachari spent the last few weeks
inassiduously cultivating the goodwill of the Govern-
ment, lobbying members of the Assembly, which no
“no-ghanger”” may yet enter as a member, and had ac-
tually suffered himaolf to darken the portals of the
Asgsembly Chamber to promote, by manoeuvres and
sacrifices of cherished objects, the passage of the
Untouchability biils, on which depended not only
the solution of the untouchability problem involv-
ing the status of forty millions but also the life
of the Mahatma himeelf, In the pursuit of non-oo-
operation, he squght the co-operation of the Govern-
ment ; he is now disappointed that his “enemy™ did

| not befriend him and afford special facilities for his

templae-entry bill. Hp stooped but did not conguer.
. » - &
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Welcome change.

APROPOS the sititude of the Congress towards
the new constitutional reforms, Mr. C, Rajagopala-
chari is reported inthe press to have said that the
question would be considered when it arose. “If it
is necessary for the political fight for Swarsj to refuse
to enter the legislatures, they will be boycotted. * * *
IF it is satisfactorily proved that the boycott of the legis-
lalures will do immense harm to the country, the Cong-
ress will not boycolt the Councils.”” The most signifi-
cant part of the pronouncement is the one which we
have put in italios. Mr, Rajagopalachari, if he is re-
ported correctly, will not make Council enéry condi-
tional on the reforms being satisfactory in the sense
of giving India the “substance of power”—a positive
condition,—but on his baing satisfied thet boycott of
them will do harm to the country—a negative one.
He had had sufficient opportunity to satisfy himself
whether boyecolt of the Montford constitution did or
did not do harm tothe country. Swaraj will not be
promoted by boycott of the legislatures. If the right
type of persons boycott them, the wrong type will
get in and monkey with the constitution, under
which both will have to live and suffer together. In
this connection the following remsarks of Mr, Jamna-
das Mehta at'the recent Trade Ugion Unity Confer-
ence at Delhi will be found apposite. “In spite of
these obvious limitations, Labour must elect £o make
the fullest pessible use of the new constitution. The
decisions of the legislatures control our livesin a
thousand ways. If the new constitution is good
wo can derive some benefit; if it is bad, we can
fight its mischievous tendencies, and there is the
additional advantage that we can turn the legisla-
tures into so many platforme for the ventilation of
the labour point of view,"

L » [

The Alwar Situation.

THE gituation in Alwar which was mystifying
for some time past has now clarified, The Meo

disturbances are now well under control thanks to -

the presence of British troops in the affected area and
peace promises to return to the distracted parts of the
State before very long. The work of pacifieation
is entrusted. to Cspt. Ibbotson, the officer whose
services have been lent tothe State for the purpose.
Soon after the disturbances he was sent on his mis-
sion of peace but had to give up his task owing to the
failure of the State to afford him the requisite facilities.
Tbe ec-operation of the State seema to have been since
ensured and will, it is hoped, enable him to go ahead
with his peaceful mis<ion unhampered by avoidable
obstacles. Another British officer will, besides being
the Prime Minister, be in charge also of the Revenue
partfolio. Both these ufficers are to be looked upon
as State servants, but in the circumstances in which
they enter upon their difficult task, may be expected
to enjoy wide Intitude in the discharge of their
functions. At the Durbar held a few days ago the
Maharaja announced further remisesion of revenue
and other concessions to his subjzots, which indicates
the existence of real grievances urgently orying for
relief. If these had been attended to in time, the
disturbance of peace that was recently witnessed in
the State would very probably have been avoided, and
what is more, the intervention too of the Paramount
Power in the State affairs, so distasteful to some na-
tionalists in British India, But, as has happsned on
many ocoasions in recent months, it is really the
Paramount Power which has been found by State
people to be their only uitimate safeguard against
being misgoverned and oppressed.
* . "

Constitutional Anomalies.
IN his recent speech at Vizagapatam on the

future Indian coastitution Babu Ramananda Chatter-

jee, the well-known editor of the Modern Review,
touched upon some anomalies which threaten to dis-
figure the constitution. An uncompromising oppo-

nent of weightage, he is unable to tolerate any

departure from the well-understood and very salutary

rule that representation in the legislatures granted to

differant communities or interests should be strictly

in proportion to their strength in the total population.

Needless to say that the proposal to allow to the

States one-third of the total number of seats in the
foderal legislature though their population is less

than one-fourth of the population of this country and

to the Muslims- an equal proportion though they
numbar no more than a fifth of the Indian population

was strongly objected to by him. Another anomaly

to which he referred was the faot that in the oon-

stitutional discussions ths destinies of the people of"
the Indian States numbering 81 millions were

altogether ignored. To them he prossed for the grant

of free citizenship rights.. In this connection he had

the following thoughtful remarks to make:

“If most of the Btates were governed as at present
according to the will of the ruler, and if, as was hoped
for, the provinces had & somewhat ,demooratie constitu-
tion with elooted legislatures, then federated India wonld
present the strange speotacle of an assemblage of parts
dissimilar and opposite in siruoture. That was not the
case with any other federation st the present day. A
notable featurs of some of the important existing federal
constitutions was a declaration laying down in ganeral
terms the form of government 5o be adopted by the States
forming part of the Federation., For example, the consti-
tution of ths United States of America contained a pro-
vision guaraunteeing to every State of the Uniop a re-
publican form of governmert, In a Federated India the
Provinces are to have a more or less advanced form =f
reprasentative government. Scch should also be the form
‘of zovernment in the States, Similarity of forms of gov-
ernment in the States and the provinces was not de-
manded for the sake of artistioc symmetry. The States’
people should have free representative institutions im
their own interests. It was necessaryin the interests ot
the provinces also that the B:iates® people should have
citizens’ rights.”

K * L
Bengal Budget.

' |

THE Bengal budget presented fo the legislative
council last week discloses a deficit bordering upon
two crores, This is due in the main to the abnormai
fall in the prices of jute and rice, the inelasticity of
land revenus and the heavy expenditure involved in
the suppression of the terrorist and the eivil dis-
obedience movemsents during recent yesrs., The
additional expenditure on this acocount which stood,
at Rs 2114 lakhs in 1931-32 will have risen to
Rs. 53%4 lakhs during next year and aggregates nearly
Rs, 1}4 orores during the years ending with the
close ot the next official year. To enable our readers
to appreciate the havoc caused by the drop in prices,
it is enough to mention that the value of the jute
and rice crops alone, not to mention any other crops,
has been reduced by as much as Rs. 122 orores.
Thanks to the permanent settlement, land revenue
receipts are incapable of any expansion, so that whila
everyhody else is contributing his mite to relieve the
prasent financial crisis in the province, the pockets
of the wealthy zamindars of Bangil who are ina
position to help to & considerabla extent in lifting
the present financiol gloom, remain practically un-
tapped. Bat this is bound to continue to be so until
the basis of their land revenue settlement with the
Government is altered, of which there appesars to
be no hope in the near future. The Rotreachment
Committee appointed last year had, it will be re-
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membered, suggested economies amounting_ to near«
ly Bs. 2 crores; and if all their suggestions had
been put into effect, the deficit would certainly
have been much smeller. Buf for one thing, every
one of its suggestions could not be expeoted to com-
mend {teelf to the Government, and for another,
some of the pruggestions made by such bodies take
time to be fully effective mnd are useless from
the immediately practical point of view. Recom-
mendations amounting to Rs. 126 lakhs in their
firancial effect are, we are told, of this nature : while
the balance of Rs. §9 lekbs is not fully remlisable,
seeing that only some of the recommendations made
by the Committes find favour with the Government.
Even g0 we are unable to persuade ourselves that
the Government have gone as far as they could on
the road to retrenchment, The only ray of hope in
the deep financial gloom with which Bengsl finds
herself surrounded is the impending revision of the
constitution leading to the grant of more favourable
finanoin] terms to her, -
* * *

iﬂadras Budget,

THE Madras budget is a wvoriteble oasis in the
desert of deficit budgets. It not only shows no defioit
but & small surplus amounting to s little over half
a crore. This circumstance does not however fill ua
with unmixed joy, because this improvement in the
provincisl Government's finances is achieved at the
cost of increased drink consumption. Nor is the dis-
posal of-the surplus such as to make us enthuse over
it. In anticipation of the improved financial condition
of the Government, public opinion without
distinotion of - race had pressed on Government the
desirability of running first to the relief of the
general tax-payer, Relief to the agricuiturist by a
reduction of 1214 per cent. in the land revenue demand
was also asked for by the local legisiature only a
fow weoks ago. The Madras Government fly in the
face of this unequivooal expression of publio
opinion by fully restoring the 10 per cent. cut in
the salaries of their servants. Their defence of this
action is based on the desirability of honouring
their pledges to their employees. While nobody
wants any pledges to be wantonly broken, it is
aleo possible, as in the case of the Madras
QGovernment, to make too muoh of them.
A restoration of the out in services’ salaries has
always been understood to be contingent upon the
Government's finanoial position showing a substan-
tlal improvement so that some relief to the tax-payer
as also to _the services would be simulianeously
possible. 'We cannot help feeling that the Madras
Government’s attempt to justify their favouritism of
their servants is anything but convincing.

- * " *

Demand for Freedom of Speech in Hyderabad.

A DEPUTATION recently waited upon the Police
Member of the Nizam's Government to plead with him
for the grant of the elementary civio right of freedom
of speech to the people of Hyderabad State. Lest it

* should be thought that the demand was enginesred by
the disgruntled Hindu subjects of the Nizam and did
. ot command general support, it may be mentioned
that the deputation included two of His Exalted
Highnesa: co-religionists, This shows that the
Inoonvenience resulting from the restrictions on
public meetings that are enforced in the State is felt
no less keenly by the Muslims than by the Hindus,
The principal complaint of the deputationists was that
whatever the intentions of the Nigzam's Government
may be, the practical effect of the enforcement of the
rules governing the holding of public meetings has
been to make 8ny kind of public mesting impossible
Jn the Nigam's territories. In the first piace, no

meeting, however innocuous, 6an bq beld in Hydera-
bad without the previous permission of the autha

 rities for which an application ten days in advancas
" is necessary,
- the organisation of publie meetings will have no
" diffioulty in realising how it is sometimes physically
| impossible to comply with this requirement,

Thosa 'who have anything to do with

Bug
aven in cases in which the submission of the pre.
soribed application is possible, there je no guarantes
of its being accepted. Indeed if past experience is
any guide, the tendency of the Hyderabad officialdom
bas been in the direction of discouraging such public
activity by withholding the requisite permission,
The ¢ase would have been differant if thase stringent
regulations had been imposed &s & result of any sedi-
tious or objectionable activity in the State. Aoscord-
ing to the deputationists, howaever, no judieisal pro-
oeedings for any seditious or inflammatory utterance
or writing have so far become necessary. And these
restrictions on the people’s right to assemble for the
discussion of publie affairs, which helps forward
their political education as well, are looked upon by
them as a slur on their lovalty to the Nizam and his
houge. The restrictions, it is officially claimed, are
designed to strike at the holders of political meetings.
Apparently the Nizam’s Government -is not subtle
enough to detect any distinetion between seditious
meetings and political mestings;to them both are
synonymous and therefore equally undesirable. But
why nesd anybody be so bharsh upon the Nizam for
denying this elomentary right to his people since the
restriotions on free speech prevailing in Hyderabad
have their counterparts in most Indian States ?
* * &*

Feetham Ct;mmlsslou.

IT is & pity that the South African Indian Con-
gress advocated the boycott of the Festham Commis-
nion, and in doing 8o, went against the advice of the
Indjan Agent in South Africs, Sir Maharaj Singh.
The Congress could have been in no doubt about the
sympathies of Sir Maharaj Singh, nor of ths
Government and peoples of Indis, who are
certainly not epamoured of the Asiatic Land
Tenure Act, Novertheless, it was wise that
avidence should bs led wunder protest and a
strong case made out to leave Indian occupation
of proclaimed areas undisturbed. If and when
the final action of the Union Government on the
report of the Commission was known it was time
enough to consider the Indian reaction to it. I
appears now that in spite of the ban laid by the Con-
gress, as many as 4,034 forms of information have
been received from Indians by the Commission. Con-
sidering that the total Indian population in the
Transvaal is about 17,000, it is clear that the great
majority of Indian ooccupants of residential and
business premises on proclaimed areas have filled in
their forma, Aoccording to s statement issued by the
Commission, they are satisfied that *the response
from the Asiatic community may be regarded as
fairly adequate, the great majority of the Asiatics
concerned having filled in the forms supplying the
necessary information. ™

The divergence between the policy of the Congrass
and the action of the Transvaal Indians will not add
to the prestige of the Congress aathe most repressn-
tative body, at any rate, in the Transvaal,  Already
criticisms have been levelled against Sir Maharaja
Singh, and the Government of India that they had
taken advantage of the divergenas, and were splitting
the Indian community. The attack is moat undaser-
ved and deplorable. The Indian community in South
Africa have no greater friend than Bir Maharaj
Singh who is doing his very best in various directions
to help the Indians, Publie opinion in India and
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$he Government of India and their sucoessive Agents
in South Africa have always stood by the Congress
and did not & little to add to il representative cha-
racter and prestige and influence with the Union
Government. 1t is the last thing that the Indian
Agent will do to part company with the
Ccengress.  Undeserved attacks on  him  will
not 7rally public opinjon in India to the
perfectly understandable but none the less unwise
policy of the Congress, which has been repidisted
by the sction of the great majority of the Indians
most concerned in the Transvaal. In the deliomte
and difficult task that Sir Maharaj Singh is bandling
with such devotion and inature judgment he has the
fall support of discerning public opinion in Indim,
And we may add that Indis is no less appreciative
of snd gratefui to Lady Maharaj Singh for the
splendid way she has been serving the cause of
?g}gians. particularly the Indian women, in South
ica,

Articles.

THE COMMONS DEBATE.

fMHE public in India have no reason to be sorry
for the debate that was raised by the die-hard
section of the Conservative party in the House
of Commons on Wednesday of last week. Thoy know
now that, slthough this section has such powerful
champions as Mr. Winston Churchill in Parliament,
India does not stand in any serions danger of the
reforms scheme that will be formulated by Govern-
ment being whitiled away or emasculated by it.
This will be poor consolstion for India, # istrue;
for theschemethat Government itself will sponsar,
and of whioh we ghall know the lineaments in full on
the publication of the White Paper, does not promise to
be very satisfying. Still it is an advantage for our
publicists to be abla to take the wapourings of Mr,
Churchill and his friends at their real worth. The
reversion which these die-hards urged to the Simon
Roport ( minus even the camouflage of transfer of law
and order that was recommended in the Report ) was
definitively turned down by the House which stands
committed to the grant of central responsibility
without the latter being separated by too long an
interval from full responsibility in the provintes,
Sir Samuel Hoare pleaded for being allowed to
continue to work on this basis, the exact proposals
that he may put forward in this behalf being sub-
jeoted to scrutiny in Parliament ab the proper time.
The fear that is eniertained in die-hard circles is
lest even baefore the proposals are laid bafors Parlia-
ment Government should be too heavily committed
for any subsequent alteration to be possible in any
but unimportant matters and they reeall the circums-
stances in which they were encounterad by a fait
accompli in the Anglo-Irish Treaty. Sir Samuel
Hoare had to skate on very thin ice in answering
this objection. There is no question, he said in eifoct,
of imposing the Cabinet's will on Parliament, The
Cubinet will first of all remit its proposals to a Joint
Select Committse which will adopt what procedure
it may like for securing a ‘full and impartial consi-
deration of them and adopt whatever modifioations

niay commend themsel ves to its judgment. Even this is
naot all : the proposals with the Committes’s modifi-
cations will then be in the hands of Parliament, and
it can acoept or rejeot them ab will. Thera will thus
be no coercion at any stage. Parliament shall be ths
final determining authority. We do not think thoy
the die-hards were quite convinced by this reasoning.
Juridically, of course, the position is as Sir Buthuel
Hoare described it. The de facto position is however
little different from that of the Anglo-Irish Treaty.
Parliamaent will be no more free now to reject
(Government's proposals on Indian reforms as it was
more than a decade ago to reject ita proposals on Irish
reforns, Government iz under an obligation to Indis
to stake its life onthe passage of these proposals.
There has been no going back from this solerhn un-
dertaking. That being 80, unless in the meanwhile
by some mischance Government loses the confidende
of the overwhelming majority which supports
it in Parliament, the translation of its proposals into
an ack is assured. And the proposals themselves are
to be based upon the agreements fesched at the Round
Table Conferences. The value of these Conferences
indeed consists in the fact that the conclusions
artived 'at by agreement between official and popular
representatives atbonding them wers no longer mat-
ters of mere academic opinion but were to form
fhe bmsis of Govermnments' Ilegisiative propessals.
That Goveimhent will mgree 0 no far-resching
reforms s 4nocther matber, but what tausés slarm
to ultra-Conservitive members is ths fact that the -
agreemants should have a binding force at all.
Nothing that Sir Samuel Hoare eaid in reply couid
hiave in the slighest dagree sllayed this fear,

It was expetted that in this debate the precise
gtatus of the Indians who would be ascociated with
the Joint Select Committae would be defined, but un-
fortunately this hope has not been realised.’ Official
voferences to this subjeot so far have been of the
vaguest kind.  All that has been ssid is that they
would be taken into consultation by the Committee.
How far will this consultation go? In this connee-
tion it should be remembered that the setting up of
an Indian auxilisry committee is no new plan; it
formed part of the machinery of investigation whioh
was contemplated by Lérd Birkenhead at the time
of the sppointment of the Statutory Commission.
This committee was then intended to be exclusively
composed of members of the Indian Parliament
as the main hody was to be composed exclusively of
members of the British Parliament. That intention
has evidently now been abandoned. But the ori-
ginal scope of the funotions of this committes will
probakly be maintained intact, Government's
statement regarding this subject made on November
8th, 1927, was as follows:—

‘When the ( Statutory ) Commiasion has reported and
its report has baon examined by the Government of In-
dia and His Majeaty's Government, it wiil be the duty of
the iatter to present proposaly to Parliameat. But it is
not the intention of His Majasty's Governmeat to ask
Parliament to adopt these propdsals without firgt giving
a full opportunity for Indian opinion of different sochobls

to ocontribute it view npon them, and to this end it is in-
tanded to invite Parliament to refer thess proposals &tm
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oonsideration by a Joinst Committee of both Houses and
to facilitate the presentation to that Commitiee of ihe
views of the Indisn Central Legislature, by the dele-
gations who will be invited to attend and oonfer
with the Joint Committee, and also of the views of any
other bodies whom the Joint Parliamentary Committes
may desire to consult.

Later Lord Birkenhead said :—

We invite the Central Goveroment $o appoint s Com-
mittes to come and sit with onr Joint Committes. They
oan examine the Report of the ( Statutory ) Comminssion.
They are sven given a function, if they could onmly under-
stand it, more important than that of the Commission
itgelf, - '

It mey be breadly stated that .the  Indian auxi-
liery committee was interded to bear the same relation
to the Juint Parlismentary Committee as the Centrsl
Committee did to the Btetutory Commission, 1f this

statement is even approzimately correet, it will not
" give us too exalted a notion of the status of the Indian
committee which is to #it and confer with the Bri-
tith Parliamentary Committee. For our experience
of the Central Committee has been exceedingly un-
fortunate. It ocoupied a distinetly inferior position,
not only de jure but defacfo. Nobt only was it made
clear that Parliament would have concern only with
the Report of the Statutory Commission, and not with
that of the Central Committee,buttbelatter wasinfact
afforded no opportunities of influencing the recom-
mendations of the only report which waas presented
to Parlisment. If the Indian auxiliary committee
is in no better case it will indeed be small advantage
to India. On this vital question no light has been
thrown on this cocasion, contrary to the hopes gene-
rally oherished in this respect. Iiisto be hoped,
first of all, that all the different sohools of thought
{including ultra-radical, both in British Indian and
States matters) will be represented on the committes
and, in the second place, that it will be afforded full
opportunities of co-operation in the final shaping
of oonolusions, '

-

T last the League has shown some firmnees in
dealing with the aggreseions of Japan against
China. In this issue the future of the League

ftself and of the whole system of collective security
is at stake, and yef, under the influence of the great
powers on whom the burden would chiefly fall of
imposing eanctions upon Japan, itself a great
power, which has, according to Professor Toynbes,
“ manifestly broken the public law of the world and
violated its own molemn pledges in respect of three
diplomatio instzuments of first-class importance, *
vie. the Covenant, the Anti-War Pact and the Nine-
Power Treaty, the League exhibited so far a
wooful lack of strength in handling this affair.
In its first phase the question was referred
to the League under Article 11 of the Covenant.
The League's function under this Artiole is now reco-
gnised to be one of bringing about a cessation of
ho:tilities 1f they have already broken out snd
stopping bloodshed, without going into the rights
and wrongs of the dispute or apportioning blame or

The question of the relesse of political prisoners
not convicted for violence was also ralsed in the de-
bate by Labour members. The composition of the
Indian committee can never ba satisfactory until this
question is boldly tackled. Bub Sir Samuel Hoave
did not show any disposition in the debata to tackle
it boldly. In fact he refused to take any risks in the
matter, and without taking risks release of eivil dis-
obediencs prisoners is not possible. It is no use point-
ing forever to the failure of the Gandhi-Irwin pact.
The pact was worth while even in spite of the failure.
Beocauss of it we have at any rate a rough idea now of
the view that the Congreas will take on the gnestion
of reforms. Wae know what it thinks of federation
and of the terms on which the Princes will join federa-
tion. But for its participation in the secund Roand
Table Conference we should hava been in the dark
about its views on the basio structure of the consti-
tution. The paadt therefore served a very important -
purpose while it lasted, thongh we all wished that

. the armistice were converted into a permanent treaty

of peace, The opinions then expressed were however
tentative and are likely to undergo ohange in impor-
tant direotions as in fact it is knowa that there was
no little discontent in Congress circles with oertain
views expressed by Mahatma Gandhi. It ies a matter
of paramount importance therefore that in the next
stage of constitution-making the Congress should
play its full part, and no risk that will be incurred in

- paving the way to it will be too great. Wae ourselves
- do not believe 'thet the risk is serious, but our

view will probably bs questioned in official quarters,
We had therefore better put it this way: Take
the risk, whatever it is, and set free the. politioal
prisoners ; allow them to have their proper share in
framing the constitution, so that when it gets into a
working order it will receive the necessary amount
of co-operation.

LEAGUE'S NEW FIRMNESS.

oven finding means of adjustment. Its first business is
to obtain s withdrawal of the invading forces and re-
establishment of the sialus quo agnte so that the points
in controveray may later be discussed in a peaceful
atmosphere. This essential preliminary has not yet
been carried out though more than a year and
querter has elapsed sinca Japan's coup de main, On
the contrary the Japanese army watt on Gontinually
extending and consolidating its illegal ccoupation on
aeveral fronts until now some 200,000 square miles
of Chinese territory has been stolen from China, and
the invading army is threateming Peiping itself.
Not only has she filohed the whole of Manchuria,
but she has set up a puppet state in that country and
seoured from it the legal () right to maintain the mili-
tary ocoupation permanently, thus regularising what
might appear to sticklers as somewhat irregular.
Never did Japan refuse to withdraw her troops when
oalled upon to do so by the League. On the oon-
trary she was ever anxious to recall her army to the
railway sone, but has been waiting all this time for
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the hour to strike when she could safely issue
order: to that effect. She would do so immediately
some kind of security was restorad for Japanege life
and property. That momeut bas nobt yet arrived.

8enring the delay that would take place im the
completion of the process which is & pre-requisite
to the final settlement of the dispute, China had
to invoke Article 15 of the Covenant, which
empo=ers the League first to try conciliation, and,
in the event of its failure, “to make and publish
a report containing a statement of the faots of the
dispute snd the recommendations which ars deemed
just eud proper in regurd thereto,” Conei'iation
having failed, the time came for the League to consi-
der the merits of the issue and to deliver its wverdiot.
Japan did not show the slightest reluctance in
bhaving the whole situatiom inquired inte by sn
fmpartial tribunal, and in fact sha took the Jead in
the setting up of the tribunai, The Lytton Commi-
ssion’s Report is almost wholly condemnatory of
Japan and yet this makes no difference whatever
to ber attitude. She is as recalcitrant as ever. Nor is
the League yet prepared to brand her as an aggressor,
for if it did so, -Article 16 would at once come into
operation, and would require the Member States to
inflict upon her sanctions which may take the form
either of the withdrawal of diplomsatic representa-
tives, or & trade boycott, or exclusion from loans or
expulsion from the League. These sanctinns have been
kept studiously in the background so much so that
" there is grave doubt whether they will ever be brought
into action. On account of the unwillingness of tha
great powers to adopt coercive processes, they hesi-
tate to say that Japan has “ committed an act of war
against " China, although the latter has lost three
provinces and will probably lose more in consequence
of the former's military operations.

This is the first time in the history of the League
when Article i5 has been applied to any of its mem-
bers, and the world in general, and the smaller States
~in pariiocular, whose security depends upom the
effectiveness of its peace machinery, are watching the
developments of the conflict with anxiocus attention,
The Lytton Commission has plainly srated that the
bombardment of Mukden, with which the esnflict
commenced, cannot be justified at sl on the ground
of self-defence, "“The military operations of the
Japanese troopas on this night { i.e. the night of Sep-
tember 18-19, 1931),” it says, * cannot be regarded as
messurtes of legitimate defence,” But whatever may
be said sbout the incidents of that day, can it be
contended with any show of reason that al] the later
extensions of the ocoupation were rendered necessary
by considerations of self-defence ? It is true that both
the Covenant and the Peace Paot leave it to each
individua]l State to determine for itself whabt the
requirements of its own defence are. But, whatever
Japan's epecial difficultios may be and whatever
may be the provocation on the side of Chins,
po reasonable person ocan assert, though the
Japanese Government is asserting it to-day, that the
oooupation of the whole of Manchuria was a matter of
* necessity, instant and overwhelming, allowing no
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choice of means and no instant for deliberation, " as
Dauniel Webster described the ciroumstances justi-
fying the exercise of the right of self-defence, The
Peruvian delegate put it very well at a meeting of
the League Council when he said that the following
principles must be recognised ag Jying st the base of
the League's nctivities for the preservation of peaoce,
vis. that “1l, No State has the right to effoot a mili-
tary occupation of the territory of another In order
to ensure the execution of certain treaties; 2. No
State is entitied to oblige another, having invaded
its territory, to eanter upondirect negotiations (as Japan
wanted to do} on the bearing and legal wvalue of
traaties previously existing betwaen the two States;
3. The exercise of the right possessed by each State
to snsurs the protection of the lives and property of
its natienals must be limited by reapect of the sover~
eignty of the other State ; no State being entitled, in
order to provide such protection, to authorize its
military forces to psnetrate into the territory of the
other for the purpose of carrying out police opera-
tions.”

Tf Japan has a complaint to make against China
she ¢annot Just take the law into her own hands and
put her ara.y into the field, She has pledged herself
not to do 80 under the League Covenant and the
Kellogg-Briand Pact. As Sir John Simon said at the
Special Bession of the Assembly in December last, the
crucial fad: for the League is this: “That when this
unbappy dispute reached its climax the methods of
the Leagues were not employed. That is the central
faot for us, and it is therafore, an I conceivs it, our
duiy as membors of the League to defend its Cove-
nawt and to sce as far as we can that the League
methods are employed in future cases> “For all of
us alike the Covenant of the T.eagne of Nations is
our vonstitutional law. It is the reason why we are
heres it is the fundameutal law, it cannot be set
aside by pome light or thoughtless gosturs, because
it isthe very bagisupon which international co-opera-
tion ia feunded. We are not at liberty to . disregard
it. We are bound to sustain it." Japan not only
disregarded the law, but plainly maintains that it
oannot be obeyed : bacause the Loeague is ineff:ctive
and powerless for the redress of grievances among
nstiops, M, Matsuoka, the Japaness delogate, observ<
od at the Spocial Session of the Assembly: “The
question is asked why the Japsness Goverament
did not seek protection from the League. The ans-
wer is that, in view of the present structure and scope
of the League, effoctive protection could not bs
oxpeoted from that body promptly. In the situation
th.t existed in Manchuria, Japan had to deal, first,
with the imminent danger; secondly, with a country
whose authority did not extend to Manchuria; and,
thirdly, with a Government which had adopted a

_polivy of unilatera] abrogation of tresties and com-

ventions. In ero exceptional a situstion, was it
possible to expect pentection from the Leagne?” Of
the shree reasons given here only the first would be

' a sufficient reason, if it were founded in fact, for

Japan to tukethe law into its own hands, and this
jussification the Lytton Report shows connlusively
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is not available to Japan, The hollowness of the
~other two reasons was well exposed by the Swiss

-dblegate, M, Motta: .

May 1 say with al! diffidence, that I fesr thie reasoning
_would, If spproved, rob the two essential principles of
the Covenant of all meaning? The first of these prin-
oiples Is explained in Artiole 10, and is oalled the under-
taking to respect and praserve the territorial intexrity
and existing politioa! independence of all M-mbers of
the League. The second principle is detined in Arcicle
19 and is called the vndertaking to submit sny dispute
of any kind to a procedure of pacific, judicial, arbiiral or
diplomatjo astilement, *

1 koow this undertaking always to submit disputes te
pacifio procedure may sometimes, espesially to great
powers, appesr to be a hindrance. Those who have foree
at their disposal are natarally tempted to use ir, espeoial-
)y in defence of what thuy conrider to be their righes,

The law, however, places a limitatios on rights, and
guok limitation is s guarantee of seourity for each ome of
us, If the Scates Members of the League ceased to
admis the maxim that none may take the law into his
own h 'nde, or that the very justification of our inssitution
is its oategorical condemnation of violence in interoation-
al relations, then it would bo better to say guite frankly
that our hopes of achieving e new internatipnal order
are vain ! Right-thinking meu will not readily give way
to such moral bankruptoy. ,

-Japan having rafused to accept the recompmendations
in the Lytton Report, as de-ired by the Asgambly, the
League must now give its verdict as to whether Japan
has broken the Covenant, and if it concludes that ahe
bag, it must decida what will be the pains and penul-

-tios which should be imposed upon her ia order to
make her respect the Covenant. '

III.—CENTRAL RESPONSIBILITY.*

EDERATION pnd responsible government at the
cantre were the two princlpal objecte aimed af
by those who helped Lo inltiate and develop the

Round Table Schewe. An sttempt was mads in the
laat two articles to examine the administrative and
finanoial provisions of that socheme from the' stand-
point of federal requirements. Unless the suggose
-tions for reform made in the two articles are incor-

porated in the constitutional etatute the so-called |

Fodoration in India will surn out in fact a hybrid
and weak organigation which will oreak and jar in
-overy joint,: Does the acheme, s it stands, provide
-any more of responsible goveru nent than of fede-
ration ? Ia faot mest British Indiasn ooliticinns,
with the prorminent exception of Sir Pej Sapru, have

-oome tolook upon the federation as & necessary and |
unavoidable prive to be paid for the atrainment of |

the muoh longed-for responsibil ity Tne price wa are
called upon to pay is heavv, even if all the reforms«

- suggested by oritics are incrporated i che; Act.
At ite be«t the new federal government wil be
a very unprozressive and oumbrous bady " and
will in sall probability ramind observars of the
-machine that it wase ail brakes and nostsam Bug do
We gven atsuch & cost resch anywhere near res-
ponsibility in the R.T.O. soheme ?

It must be frankly oconfessed that Indian mem-
bers of the R.T.C. achioved a definite adv.ntags hy
gotting tns principle of central respon-ibility wun-
-equivooally accepted by the representatives of all tha
British parties, The Conference assume1 as a basis of
its w.rork the formula that, except m so far as otharw:se
provided, tha representatives of the Grown will be

* The firas two arvicles appsuted in she isaves of 9sa and
16th February. :

. the vote of the legislature for their existenca.

1 are controiled by the offiodl

guided by the advioce of tneir Ministers, asd the Hixoe.
cutive will depead for it4 legislative enactmints and
for its supply upon the legislaturs. Thnis statenant
exolioitly mentiona both the essentials of rasponsible
government, namaly, that the Govarnor-Gouerab, of
in the provinees the Governoar, is to be 8s & rale a
constitutional ruler, without any responsibility: and
authority exoept such as he shares with a, Minister,
snd thatthe Ministers themselves are o depend ngon,
But
the words that we have taken the liberty to italicise
goutsin an important exception to the rule which
nust be duly assessed. Many mesmbers of the Cons
ference spens & large parb ot tharr time in Lendon
working out this constitutionsl arithmetic: What
remains of responsibility when the exceptional provi-
gions are deducted from it ¢ What are. thesa exosp-
tions that, in our epinion, reduce the strangty of
the legislature ws-a-wis the execurive and siiil keep
the Grest Moghul on the throne at Delhi?

RESERVED DEPARTMENTS.

In all there are four oategories of thess excep-
tions. [irstly there are the Reserved Departments.
These are tn ba three i numnber: (1) Dsfence3 ()
External Affairs : and (3) Eooclesiastical. Thesearete
be controlled by the «overnor-General on his sole res-
pongibility and the expenditure incurred on thess ia
not to be submitted to the voteof the, legixlatore
Without in any way reducing the responsibility. o
the discretion of the Governor-General, the lnstrm
ment of [nstructions, to berissued, on his appointment,
to emch ocoupant of the Viceregal post is to press upon
him the pradenca of freyuent consultations beaween
the reserved snd responsible parts of the admiristras
tion. British politiciuns have a knaock of condema
ing ® principle and then adopting it gtraightawsy
as & practioal solution. The Montagu-Chelm=ford
Report denounced the Congress. Loague Scheme, whict
then held the field, on the ground that it wae based
on the division of the exeoutive into two halves, one
elected, the other nominated, They, howeveven,
adopted dyarchy, as the only form in which the
polioy of partiai responsibility in the provinoes oouid
be made operative. The universal opinion on the
working of dyarchy hes sinue been erystaliised in the

| findings of the Simon Commission. That Commission

observes: *. .. the two halves of Government have
been thrown into each other's arms through their rele
tions with the legislature, no less than by the imposs

' gibility of conducting the admiaistration in com~

partments.” It is, howaver, this very attempt ak cone
duoting the admiaistration in ocompartments that is
being now made with regard to the ocentral governs
ment of the country and it is bound to prove se ‘im~
possible’ as the provinocial oae,

In the maiter of effective politioal powsr there
osn really be no half-way house between officiak
goverawent and responsibie government. Thas gow-
erament of & paople both in respect of its burd.ns
and benefits is & unit and cannot be divide! iatd
compartments without detrimeat buth to free-
dom and efficiency. So nlso in the Government
ns & whole tue penple either are, or they are not,
the ultimate masters. ‘To say that the transferved
departmeats are under the coatror of the roprovanba-
tive a-sembly mnd that the resarved departinente
government is mis-
leading. Under the preseut distrib tion of powers,
the os-ence of power aad initiative rests with
the official government all she same In
central governmeut the failure of a dyarchical
scheme, or, what is the same, of » schome
based on divided responsibility, san be safely pro-
dicted as a cercainty. Defence of the country, W:hiah
absorbs more than 55% of the oentral revean<s, is o
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be & reserved subject, without even the power of die-
cnesing the budget being sllowed to the legislsture,
fven a cursory knowledge of recent comstitutionsl
bistory of this couniry should suffice to strengthen
tbe conclusion that no federsl assembly will eare to
shoulder any financial segponsibility so long as it
can point its finger towsrds the huge military expen-
diture, for, which the Governor-Genersl alone is to be
responrible. The reserved departments in the pro-
vinces bave at present to depend in the first instance
on the legislature for the grant of their demands.
Only if eesential grants are thrown out the Glover-
nore bave a right to restore them, 1If at all, in spite
of the dircouraging experience in the provinces,
dyarchy, whether called by that neme or not, is to be
adopted in the cexntre, at least thebudget of thereserv-
<d departments rhould be presented to the legislature
along with that of the other departments, This will
be heneficial both to the executive and the legisla-
ture. The latter will have coustitutional opportu-
nity toraise discussion about general and detsiled
military policy, and the formér can hope at least in
gone maiters to carry & gubstantisl portion of the
- Jegislature with itself. As it is, the arrangements
are calculated to produce the utmost irresponsibility
and friction, '

The suggestion of Sir Tej Sapru and some others
that the minister in charge of the yeserved depart-
ments should be appointed from smong the elected
members of the legiclaturs, though he will continue to
be rerponeible exclusively to the Governor-General, is
most practical and is undoubtedly based on an inti-
mate_knowledge of the inherent defects of dyarchy.
Tothis suggestion the Secretary of State hasas yet
given no definite reply, At its best the system of divid-
ed respongibility is boundto turn out a failure; if this
suggestion which will secure some uriformity and
harmony in the composition of the central executive
18 not adopted the failure will be all the greater and
quicker. The Instrument of Instructions can be no
subetitute for statutcry provisions, and we have had
t_mough of exasperating experience as to how these
instruments are ignored by unsympsthetic re-
precentatives of the Crown. The practice of appoint-
ing elected members to reserved ministries and that
of joint consultation among the two pides must be
provided for by the constitutional statute itself.

Extqrnal relations are a counterpart of defence
and are in a peculiar sense the function of a sove-
geign authority. Itis but natural that when defence
i8 reserved to the unfetierad control of the Governor-
General foreign relations should also be classed with
!!;. ]_But it is of the utmost constitutional and poli-
tical importance that tke Minijster in charge of this
department should necessarily be chosen from
amongst the elected Indian members, Surely Indi-
ang of the requisite ability and responsibility will ba
found among the members of the federal legislature.
The Conference itself recognised that commercial
tresties will sffect the policy of many of the depart-
ments so vitally that in their conclusion the Governor
Geperal will have to consnlt the opinion of his
responsible Ministers,. 1In fact this spplies in some
measure to ail external relations of India. I is s
onuse fpr the utmost humiliation for this country
that it is represented in international relations and st
international gatberingg by non-nationals taking
their orders from a non-hational government, If the
policy underlying the preamble of the Government
of India Act and the Premier’s announcements at the
Round Tuble Conference has any genuinertess about
it, it is imperative that an Jndian minister ghould
be put in charge of the foreign relations of the country,
though for & few years to come be might continue
£o be responsible to the Governor-Genersl in those
aspects of his duty where unity of lmperianl policy

B it

is desired. In all other respects, including commer—
cial agreements, the Minister should act 88 the other
responsible Minirters wculd do. This distinctiom.
between the Imperial and Indian aspects of foreign
policy and the differing control to be exercised on
the Minister in that behalf gbould be provided for
by the statute urd should not be left to be regulated
by the Instrument of Instructione, much less by a
mere convention, The Ecolesiastical Department
ehould be entirely sboliched. It embodies the idea
of & governing class in India and must be re-
moved with the dawn of & popular government. In
any case it should not be with the consent of any of
the Indian delegates to the Conference or the Joint
Parliamentary Committes that it should be continued,

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S DISCRETIONARY POWERS.

The reserved departments and debt eervices being
removed frem the vote of the legislature, the admrini--
strative and financial powers of the latter are reduced
to about @ quarter of the total field of central govern-
ment. Even here the legislature is not to be free
from the leading-strings of the Governor-General.
Several Important discretionary powers are to be-
vested in the Governor-General. ' The firet is the
power to dissolve, prorogue and summon the legis--
lature. Grenting that as the representative of the
Crown such & power must vest in the Governor-
General, the most important question is as to whether
the responsible Ministers have the right to recom-
mend dissolution under identical procedure as that
followed in Great Britain. This is a matter emin-
ently suited to be regulated by the Instrument of:
Instructions. The Governor-General as the head of
the Government should for the present confinue to
have the unfettered right of dissolution, but it should”
be provided that if the federal Ministry recommends-
thia step he should be bound to dissolve the Parlia-
ment unless he finds it possible to get an alternative
government, The oollective respongibility of the
responsible part of the central government should be-
gpecifically provided for by the constitution and in.
respect of dissolution as in other matters the advice of
Ministers should be collectively sought, In fact,
though not for the present as a rule, the attendance of.
the Governor-General at Cabinet meetings should
be steadily dispensed with.

The second discretionary power is that of assent--
ing to or withholding assent from Acts, or
of reserving them for His Majesty’s plessure.
Herein also it should be specifically mentioned-
in the Instrument of Instructions that the
advice of the responsible Ministry should be:
binding in the matter of assent. The only.
slternative allowed should be reservation fox; the-
signification of the pleasure of His Majesty. * The
grant of previcus permission for intmduqing earl:a.m.—
classes of bills in the legisisture, which is the third:
disoretionary power proposed for the Governor-
General, should be limited within very narrow.
limite and as far as possible should not extend
beyond foreign relutions, other than commaeroial.
and oultural intercourse, with other states, and
religious practices, The next discretionary power,.
that of summoning & joint session of the fedgml-
legislature in an emergenoy, is formsl; but ‘the-
power to itake action notwithstgndmg a8 vote in
the legislature,’ is & direct negation of responsible-
government, This power ought to be no_n-axistent in
s fully responsible governmentand even in a partially
responsible administration it must on no account
ravel heyond the reserved departments, This musi
bo made explicit by statute Equally unsatisfactory,
vexatious and unconstitutional is the propossal that
the Governor-General should continue to have the
power to arrest the course of business in the federaF
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“Jegislature. The Parliament ought to be full master
in its own house'so long as it is engaged in business
allowed by the Constitution Act. No authority other
than that of thehouse andits Speaker ought to dictate
the ~ours¢ of its business, The British '‘Commons
risked & eivil war in wvindioation of this among
other rights, Ii is a pity that these who epeak on
behalf of the same noble House ghould now sgesk to
restrict so narrowly the essential rights of the Indian
logislature, The power to make lagislative rules, in
8o far as this is necessary for the due exercise of his
respongibilities, which it is sought to confer upon the
Governor-General, is also an unwarranted encroach-

ment on the freedom of the legislature and should be |
rosisted, 8o long as thero are any resérved depart- |
‘ments the Governor-General will continue to have, |

in respect of those departments, affirmative ‘powers
of legislation, administration and finance, which
Bhould be enough to enable him %o dischargd his
responsibilities even if the legisiature refuises to
co-operate with him. Besides this special power, thefa
should be no further whittling dowa of $kre’ freedom
of the legislature by the go-called dispretionary
powers, ‘ 3 _
HI8 “SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES.”

Besides the reserved .depariments and the dise
cretionary powersthere are other important dedue-
tions from the authority of the Government that
have to be allowed for before we arrive at an iden of
the menasure of central responsibility attained by the
Round Teble Scheme. The Conference sgreed that
“the following matters constituted ‘ special responsi-
bilities* of the Governor-Gemeral. Presumably
“whenever the Governor-General feels that bis res-
ponaibility ip any of these matbers justifies him in
doing 80 he ©an iesue orders comtinry to those of
tha Minigters and effect shall bo given to them. These
tubjectaare: (1) prevention of mefhace to the peacs
‘and tranquillity .of Indin or any partthereof;(2)
protection of minorities; (3) preservation of the
rights of the public services; (4) matters affecting
administration of reserved departmerits; (5) protec-
tion of the rights of the Staten ; and (6) the pravention
of commercial disorimination, Moat of these res-
ponsibilitied are inevitable in the present stage and
-atmospheré. But we do not agree that servioes are on
& par with minorities of citizens or with the
Btates, - The services ought to be protected, in so far
a8 it i consistent with the meeds of disoipline and
publio policy, by the setting up of a Publio Service
‘Commission, Servants who divide their allegiance
‘between the Secretary of State who appoints them,
the Miniaters who command them, and the Govarnoz-
-General who protsots them sre not likely to be in a
very happy mood or position, Commercisl disori-
~miuaation is too wide a term with whioh to restrict
thg f:_-aedom of & legislature and a government. As
this ia an important question by itself we leave it to
be discussed separately. ,
. The enthusissm shown for federation, the
indulgent attitude adopted towards many of the
defects_ of the proposed scheme and an appeal for an
-enthusinstio working of the coming constitution are
all based on the assumed attainmens of ragponsi-
bllity.. We bave shown in this arsicle that neither
quantitatively nor qualitatively is there much room
loft for. the free action of the legislature and of the
responsible Ministers in the scheme as at presant
chalked ovut. If to reserved departments, diseration-
ary powers and apacial rasponsibilities is added the
continuance qf the powar to issue ordinances as at
(prasent, the eize of the rosidue of rasponsibility is
‘raduoed to almost nuility, Several important changes
such a8 those indicated in this arsicls must be iutro-
duoed in the schema belore it ean bae correctly des-
- eribed even as & partially responsible administration.

The suthority to ivsne ordinances should be pubject
to the earliest possibie convening of the legisiature
to discuss the excoutive laws. - With the powers of
ordinance and certification; with the freedom .of the re-
Served departments from financial veview by the legis-
loture, with a wide discretionary power and with the
special responsibilities and the authority to back*them,
we fear that the Governof-General will, in the Puture
consiitution, be even slronger thanwhat he ss-at present.
D. G. KARVE.

O Bondou Lrtfer,

{BY Am MarL.)
( From Our Correspondent. )
LoxpoN, February 17.
THE BURMESE PROBLEM IN PARLIAMENT.

THERE.has_ been & lomg string of questions en
1 India inthe House of Cominons this week, but

very little satisfaction was obtained from the
replies. On Monday several interrogations had
reference to Burma, on which matter His Majesiy's
Goverementappears to be in something of a quandary.
1t sesms evident that the Ministers had not bargain-
ed for the sturdy sttitude which the Burmans have
taken up on this subject. Having nothing new to say,
Sir Samuel Hoare contented himsslf with & recital of
the events which have happened sincé the Burms
Round Table Conference held its sittings lask year,
but added that the Government wera unable t¢ find
in the resolution 6f the Liocal Legislature any 1in-
dioabion of a choioce botween the alternatives offerod
by the Prime Minister, and were considering whether *
any steps were poseible on their part towardsthe
removal of this barrier to constitutional advance

‘In Burma,

THE TNDIAN COURTS SCANDAL.

The decision of the Government ko drop what is
called the ** Delhi Conspiracy Case ' was the subject
of s long question from Mr, Hicks, who sits on ¢he
front Opposition bench. His question brought out
the seandalous delay which had slready taken place
in this matter, and suggested pointedly that some-
thing ought tobe done to expadite proosdurs in the
Indian Criminal Courts in the interesta both of
justice and of economy to the Iadian Excheduer.

The Governmoht are already anxious to avoid
the incubus and odinm of another Meerut ¢ase, and
3ir Samwel Hoare had to confess that he was gravely
concerned at the length of these trials. In extenua-
tion, kowover; he pleaded the vomplexity of Indian
Statute Law, but agreed with his questioner that the
present state of affairsa was almost intolerable. He
saf{d he was in correspondencs with the Government
of Indian on the subject,s0 we must wait and sea
what comes of that,

Anyhow the apcoused in the Dslhi cxse (although
some of them are to be tried individually) will es-
cape the long ordesl to which the unfortunate
Meerut prisoners had to submif, although this may
not bring muech eonsolation to the latter. Their
sentenoes were also the subjaot of questions from the
Labour side. Sir Samuel Hoare intimated that
there was no intention of sending any of them to
the Andamans.

In reply to Mr, Morgan Jones' plea for clemency
in this casaz, the Saecretary of State siid that as
on appeal was being lodged he had better not make
any statement.

A movement bns been set on foot in this country
by Mies Ellen Wilkiogson and others %o raiss & fand
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of £1000 to sesist the Meerut prisoners in prose-
cuting their spresl. Miss Wilkinson'’s article in
the Daily Herald 1ast Wednesday on Indian prison
conditions shculd be of some service in helping to
taise the necessary money for the object in view,

INDIAN COTTON AND JAPAN.

At & meeting et the Manchester Chamber of
Commerce on Mondey last, Mr. Nathan Laski made
s strong plea that s conference of British and Indian
gotton traders should be held fo discuss ways and
means of helping the Lancashire cctton manufe-
cturers to secure & larger measure of Indisn trade.
Mr. Laski eaid in his speech that such a conference
-could be of very great benefit not only to Britain but
alzo to India, and he thought that India could, and
would, discuss the matter with understandipg and
sympathy.

In an interview reported later in the Manchester
@Guardian Mr. Laeki explained in grester detail what
he meant by his suggestion at the Chember of Com-
merce’s meeting. For one thing, he made it quite
clear that he considers the menace to prosperity,
both of Britain and India, comes from Japan, Ninety
per cent. of the trade we are doing with India to-day,
said Mr. Laski, could not be done by India herzelf,
so that ske had not to fear us. Japan's position, how-
ever, wae different. Its competition in India was un-
fair and bard to meet, as it wag heavily subsidised
by the Japanese Government. Its cheap labour alone
could not prcduce the goods which they were
selling.

Mr. Lacki was right in pointing  out that Great
Britain with an old-established textile industry now
protected by & twenty per cent. tariff could scarcely
complain if India’s younger mill industry claims
tariff assistance,

The suggestion about holding this conference

that Mr. Laski has put forward may be worthy of.

sericus consideration. Thers can be no doubt
that in the minds of many people here cne of the
greatest difficulties in the way of India's political
freedom is the possible permanent loss of what they
consider to be Britain's legitimate market, and {o
lessen this fear would be to produce a better spirit
towards India, whioh could be used with advaniage
during the next critical months.

INDO-BRITISH STUDENT CORFERERCE.

A Conference . between Indian, Ceylopese and
British students was held im London on February
11 ard 12 under the suepices of the National Union
of Students of England and Wales, The purpose of
this Conference was to discues the difficulties en-
ocountered by Indian students in pursuing their
studies at the Unbiversities in this country, This
was the firet time that representative students from
India and Ceylon had met to discuss their difficulties
with the officers of the British Students’ Unions.
About twenty of the latter attended, together with
an equal number of students representing the Indian
and Ceylonese Associations. The President of the
National Union was in the chair,

The first question was the participation of In-
dian students in athletice and gemes. Sport hes
always played a very large part in Britieh Univer-
sity life and it was noted with eatisfaction that at most
Universities the percentage of Indian students tak-
irg part in athletica and games of one kind and an-
other 18 relatively high. A questionnaire had been
pent to the University Athletio Unions on this roint.
Of the 16 replies received 11 were frem Universities
where there are Indian students, and in seven of them
Indian students have held the office of Captain or
Beoretary in athletics or one of the games, Three

Anpdian students bave received the recognition of

playing for a tesm of the Universities’  Athletic
Union, representing all the Universities, which is the
highest honour that cen be given to a University
atbleta. All the Universities replyiog to the ques-
tionnaire have said that in athletics and games.
there is ne “Indian problem.” Indian students are
considered strictly on their merits as athletes and have
often obtained their university * coloura. ”

Despite these facts the Conference was eatisfied
from the evidence of Indian etudents that in some
Univergities there is a certain amount of uncfhicial
discouragement to the participstion of Indians in
games snd particularly against their inclusion in the
higber teems. A number of practical proposals were
mede for remedying: the difficulties experienced, and
it was pointed out that as an Indian student on first
ccming to this country naturally takes some time to
beceme acclimatised, he eshould be given the privilege
of more extended trials in gemes and athletics than ik
is customary to give to British students.

COLOUR PREJUDICE CONDEMNED.

In regard to the participation of Indian students -
in the social life of the Universities, it was found .
that in the msjority of cases they are freoly accepted
without discrimination of apny kind. Where gome-
thipg in the nature of a colour prejudice exists
in & Universty, it is of & transitory character
and fairly readily changed under the influe-
ence of the genior students. It is Incremsingly
recognised among British students that colour pre-
judice is a fruitless and negstive attitude of mind
and that boorishness fo coloured students should de-
finitely be placed in the category of ' things that are
pot done.” The fact was recognised that in some
Universities, though these are certainly & small
minority, Indian students are discouraged from full
perticipation in University lifs, The tone of a Uni.
vereity in this respect depends almost entirely on the-
example set by the senior students,

THE HOSPITAL PROBLEM.

Ancther subject discussed was the admission of
Indian students to hospitals for purposes of medical
giudy., This is & problem which is most acufe in
the London Medical Schoole, and the Conlference,..
while recognising the great difficulty of providing
sufficient places even for British students, felt that
go long &8 the regulations required British medical
qualifications for practice in the higher bra nches of
the Indian Service a real effort should be made to
give the necessary facilities for hospital practice to
Indian students.

An appesl will, therefore, be made tothe British
Medical Aescciation to exert its influence on their
behalf. Students frcm India and Ceylon paid a.
tribute to the way in which their professors often
belped them in overcemirg the difficulties that
exist. It was emphesised by represertatives from
provincial universities ihat a possible solution to
the overcrowding of the London Hospitals weuld be-
for more 1ndian students to take the medical course
of a provincial Universily, where they wculd have
greater cpportunities for clinjcal practice, and they
could, if they wished, still take London degrees.

How STUDENTS ARE BLOCKED.

A Ceylonese siudent of Engineering raiced the
question of facilities for practical training in British
workshops. He rpointed cut the benefit that would
"aecrue to British trade if Indian students were train-
ed in Great Britain rather than in other countries;.
and for that reacon he suggested that it would be
worth the manufacturers’ while to take students from
Indis and Ceylon into their works more readily than
they do st present,
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In the matter of Uuiversity Iodgings, the Con-
~ ference racognised that Indian students experienced
s gpeoial difficulty in finding suitable lodgingsin
“which to live, The work of the University of London
Lodgings Burean was noted with gratitude, but it
was deplored that owners of lodging-houses should
refuse acoommodation to any student solely on the
ground of his colour. The Universities were urged
o extend the hostel moccommodation available for
Indian students. It was regretted that the boquests
.of endowments for some university hostels should
preclude the admission of Indian students,

OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS,

+ It is perhaps not generally realised by British
students that Indians ara debarrad by the War Office
Regulations from admission into the senior beanohes

- of the Offioers’ Training Corps, Where thig is realised
it is resentsd by the British students themselves,

"'The attitnde of the War Office is that the Oficers’

" TPraining Corps are intended to train potential officers
for the Supplementary Reserve of Officers and the

" Tuerritorial Army, Sines Indiang ara not eligible for

- these ecommissions they ara also debarred from the

“training corps. In view, however, of the stated

.poliey of His Majesty’s Government to expedite the
Indianisation of the Army in India, the present posi-
tion ia feit to be illogical and.unsatisfactory.

The Conferenas found no avidenos that the dis-
tribution of Indian students among the Universities
banrs any relation tothe problems under discussion,
It rocommended, howaver, that steps should ba taken
by the proper authorities in India and Caylon to in-
form intending students of the fasilities available
in the provincial Universities and University Colleg-

-e8, where, at the moment, the numbasr of students
from those countries is small.

In conelusion the Conference recommendsd the
-establishment of an Indo-British Committee to foster
enltural relations bet wean Indian and British students.
It was felt.that such & permanent ocommittee might
- do much not only to strengthen goodwili, but to pro-
mote a mora intelligent interast in your country and
its problems. The delogates to the Conference wara
urged to oarry the resolutions passed back to their
rerpactiva Universities and to do their utmost to~
“wards making them effactive.

It will ba gathered from the foregoing paragraphs
which are based upon information offioially supplied
‘by the National Union of Students, that atl these
+questions wers disoussad in a very frisndly epirit on
both sides. Sucha Conference is bound to do good
in many ways, Itisunderstood that a fuller report
-of the proosedings will be issued as soon as
posaibls,

Treview,

INDIAN WOMEN WORKERS.

WOMAN LABOUR IN INDIA, By RAJANT KANTA
l'?zAs.(International Labour Office, Geneva.) 240om,
1 p-
IN this booklet D, Das outlines the devslopmant of
labour legislation and sugzests measures for the
elovation of the political and industrial status of
women. Thera are 46 million womsn workers in
India; out of these only 7 lakis of woman are employ-
ed in lndustrial establishmaats, The present study
refers to the latter only. About 5 lakhs of women are
employed in plantations for the produotion of tea,
ooffseand rabber; and 244 lakhs are employed in facto
xies. The small proportion of women workers in
fagtories is due to sooial oustom and lack of skill.

'The review of labour legislation given by the author

ocovers & wide ground and no important itern is omit-
ted. In 1891 tho houre of labour for women were
reduced to eleven and after the Great War to ten.
Under the head sanitation a noteworthy defect is the
Inok of bathing and washing faocilities, dining sheds,
and resting places for women in factories and even on
plantations. Another serious defect iz the absence
of any provigion for taking care of the children
while their mothers are at work.

The author saya that no information is available
as to how much compensation wasreceived by women
under the Act of 1923 ; this defect should bs removed
by the Provincial Governments. We learn that the
Second Mines Aot (1923) made no provision for pro-
hibiting underground work in mines; thisis a serions
lapse. This was done by Regulations ( in 1929 ), It is
creditable to the Government and the Legislature that
acts have been passed to abolish night work for women
in acoordance with the Convention passed by the I. L.
Conference of 1919; a weekly holiday is aleo made
compuigory by an act. After remarking on the in.
efficiency of workers the author attributes it to lack of
education and training. The average monthly earn-~
ings of women in Bombay Cotéton mills is Rs, 20-4-6;
the average monthly earnings of some families were
Rag, 58.8:0 in Burma and Rs. 52:4-0 in Bombay. The
average coutribution made by women to family
earnings in Burma was 13 per cent. The author's
judgment is that the dietary of tha working classes
is very poor and that the workers’ house lacks comfort
and is uninvifing. It is a pitiful spectacle to sea that
69 per cent. families in soms industrial centras ara in
debt, The overcrowding in the houses inhabited by
workers is a common feature; even a one-room
tenement is osocupied by four persons in mosk cagas.

Infant mortality in industrial centres is higher
than the average for the whole country and the author
attributes it to overcrowding. Welfare work is
making progress but it tonches only a small part of
the total labour foree, The social condition of the
workers is deplorable. In summing up, the author
rogards the organized industries as a grest boon to
women by giving them economic indspendence and
by inoreasing their power for concerted aotion. Hae
suggests raising of the minimum age of employment
for children to14 and the fixation of a minimum wage
for women. He recommends a mora stringent inspeo-
tion in order to enforoe labour legislation. Finally,
he recommoends the adoption of a policy tending to
equalise political and industrial opportunities for men
and women alika, '

V, N. GODBOLE,

SHORT NOTICES.

THE SPIRIT OF WORLD POLITICS. By
WILLIAM ERNEST HOCKING. (Macmillan, New
York,) 1932, 250m. 57ip. $5-00.

“THE Spirit of World Politics " is astudy of tharela.
tionships of the wastern powers to the so-called
“backward™ nations, written from an ethical point
of view. The author upholds the rights of depandent
naticns, giving as examples Egypt, Syria and
Palestine, where he has travelled extensively, Itis
a pity that ha has mot included in his thoughtful
study India, which he visited in the cold weather of
1931-32 as Chairman of the Missions Eaquiry Com-
mittes, The author admiss injustice, but writea:
#8olong as pringiples are confused, the egoisms of
pational aonduo%...take advantags of the obscurity,
If we oan sffact valid definitions of the nation and its
rights, of baokwardnaess and its implioations, of ths worldw~
qrder and ita univetasl ruquirements, the Woatara world
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will compel itself, however reluctantly, to take the con-
sequences. And we may be intime to #ave the new life
of the ancient East 1 To .contribute to that end, through
clarifying the principles of the world-order, is the object
of this beok.”
The author adds:
“Suppose that we urdertake to administer a depend-
ency, and that we succeed in bringing about order, an im-
proved economy, regularity of accounts and a modicom of
‘Western education. That wruld be sufficient to allow
any official annual report to bristle with proud points of
sprogress.’ But suppose that in achieving these things a
pational art 16 killed, & culture undermined snd the
customary morsl life of a people contaminated—sircum-
stances vnlikely to figure in official spnual reports,
shall we still count the total result a suocess
Thia is a point of view which is sure o commend
jtmelf to all those who look st world affairs, not from
the point of view of self-interest, but from the stand-
point of high moral principles and the requirements
of bumanity. It i8 8 hopeful sign of the present
that, among the thoughtful men and women to-day,
there is an incrensing disposition to judge political
questions by ethical standards. _
The author not only discussesthe rightsand duties
of nations, but in so doing has written a fascinating
bigtory of international relations in the Nesr East,

E., ASIRVATHAM,

DAYS WITH LENIN. By MaxXIM GOREY.
( Martin Lawrence, London, } 21cm. 64p. 1/6.
LENIN is a cclossal figure. He has always been
the devil or the deity. His death wes announced
geveral times ; vet he never geems to die out., To the
Marxicts, however, he is no more than an individusal
expression of the November Revolution. Of course
Lepin was a great man, But bhis greatness is of a
gort. It copsists in that “ absolute transparemecy of
action to the agent’s vnderstanding " which is just
t he central characteristic of a truly socialist civiliza-

tion.

Marxism, it should be noted, does not deny the
existence of grest men. What it does deny is only
the view—implying a belief in free will — of great

men as causally unconditioned, independent agentscf |

history. A memoir of this great Msrxist from another
Marxist is of special significance. But Maxim
Gorky, on his own admissior, does not understand
philosophy very well ( p. 24 ). Naturally his account
does mot poscess the significance which Mirgky’s
“Lenin * or Clara Zetkin’s * Reminiscences " does.
QGorky is, however, an artist and his lively little bits
about Lenin—his directness of speech (p.15); bis
simplicity (p. 48); his Socrstic forehead (p.48); his
magnetic quality (p. 27); hia love for children (p. 50};
his attitude towards comrades (p. 53); and sbove all
his passion for revolution (p. 30)— are artistic things
artistically told. The book is a good addition to the
long list of Marxian studies of which Martin Law-
renoce have made a speciality.

P. A, PADHYE.

MR. GANDHI'S ARREST AND THE EVENTS

LEADING UP TO IT. By HY. S. L. PoLAK.
(Friends Book Centre, Eastern Road, London.
N. W. 1) 1932, 22cm. 32p. 6d.
THIB booklet brings together sll the important facts
leading up to the arrest of Mr. Gandhi on January 4,
1932, Mr. Polak, as is usual with him, hag dgne his

‘work uncommonly well. It is however to be doubted®

how far the objective sequence of events given by him:
will help the general reader to fix up the responsibis
Iity of the rupture between the Congress snd the
Government. The writer clearly shows that Mr.
Gandhi did his best to seek interviews with and
guidance from the Viceroy. But owing to the limited
scope of the booklet he has not answered the argu-
ment freely advanced by the supporters of the
Government that Mr. Gandhi was manoeuvring for:
time and that the Viceroy very properly refused to-
play into his hands. The book is highly useful for
reference and eminently furthers the objects of the
Indian Conciliation group.
A,

SOCRATES PERSISTS IN INDIA, By ¥, l.
BRAYNE. (Oxford University Press.) 1932.

20cm, 140p. Re. 1/4.
THIS is & new volume by the well-known author of
“ Qoorates in an Indian Village " written to further:
emphasige the value of village reconstruction work.
The book is intended for * the Punjab villager so
patient, so hospitable, so lovable, yet 8o heart-break.
ing, in the way in which he forever postpones the:
doing of those few simple things which he knows
well enough will make all the difference to the health,
wealth and happiness of his home and village,” and
the like of him throughout the country. The usual
themes of Socrates — tbe pit latrine, vaecination,
the scout movement, the village school, schooling
of girls, co-operative hospitals, better poultry, -
stud-bulls, and the District Commitfees—are
developed in these dialogues, social customs-—igno—
rance, the costly trinkets, litigation, the general
apathy, and the slavish dependence on Siate for
everything—are the obstacles, in the author’s opinion,,
in the way of these simple improvements which
Socrates suggests for the well-being of the villages.
This Socratic method is the only effective. way for
infusing new ideas into the minds of the villagers.
Long lectures or discourses are of no avail to the
villagers. Socrates, if he persists, persists in the
company of such great men as Lord Linlithgow and
H.R. H, the Prince of Wales, and he zneeds no
excuses, Repetition is, so far as one can see, the only
fault of the book, but that is pardonable when we see-
that it is intended for villagers,
N. 8. 8,
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Re. 1.8,
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