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WHILE our foremost leaders are quietly begin-
ning to get ready to accept self-government even if

it bo of & somewhat undemocratio kind, Mr, Joshi,

poor man, etill keeps on harping ‘on the distinction
between self-government and popular government.
As will be seen from an R.T.C. spesch given else-
where in this issue, he pérsists. even ai this late
stage in pressing the claims of the masses, angd,
what is more, he does not oconfine his enthusiasm
for demooracy to the British Indian unit of federa-
tlon, but, greatly dering, oarries 1t forward into
the other unit.. In bis slapdash manner he continuss

to ask for the States' representatives too to be elected

by popular vote | One may however fesl rolief that
this demand is not going to do any harm, for it
is in no danger of being ascocepted.

Nor has the other demand that he made much
pting left in it, vig. that the elementary righta of oitizen-
ship be inserted in the foderal constitution for the
* Indian States’ people as well as for British Indians.
- The British Indian claimants for self-government are
not foo olamorous for it, Mr. Jogshi however need not
suppose that the States are. wholly Indifferent to
fundamental rights, They- are mot.. Sir Manubbai
Mehta himeelf claimed one for. the States : that the
States’ treaty rights be declared inviolabla in the

counstitution.. Mr, Joshi may yet hope for a Charter.

of People’'s Rights. to follow on. this.
Prinoces’ Rights,

Howevar, we wonder«if

Chaxter of

ho ise quite fair in

central responsibility .dependent upon federation,
The R.T.C. proceedings were oonducted from*
the outset, both on the side of the Britishn Govern-
ment's representatives and on the side of British-
Indian representatives, o the fooling that & federa-
tion would take place, and all that the Government:
did was to remind British Indians of that fact when -
time oame to make & note of the agreed . conclusions.
Nothing that has happened at the .Conference will:
enable (Government to say that oentral responsis
bility will not be possible without federation, but they’
will be. entitlad to say that they have not agreed to
it so far on sany. other basis than - foderation,-
If it is now to: be on a different basis, it is =«
separate - iseue for fresh: oconsideration. Ewen thisv
last position; however; seems now to ba ohallen~-
ged by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr, Jayakar, for
in their joint statement issued on.arrival in Indis:
they say that, in all likelihood, “a' vast majority oft
the States will be ready to join the - federation,” butb
that even in the unlikely event of the States making.
trouble;.the. functioning of responsible government
~at-the centre must not be: postponed beyond 1935.
They thus now ask for ocentral responsibility irre-
spective of federation.

» R

Harijans’ Entry Into Temples.

WILL the Viceroy give his assent o Dr.. Sub.~
baroyan's Temple: Entry Bill ? This question is ab!
present.exercising the public mind, If is said- that*
the Government would make up its mind on the-
point before the Yiceroy leaves Calcuita; that is-to:
say; within the next few days. What the depision -
would be iz more than oan be: foretold. Buf accord--
ing to Mr. T. R, Venkatarama Sastry who contributes
to- the Janusry: number of the Indian Review a'-
thoughtful article on the subject of the Hariinas!
entry into.temples, the. Viceroy would be takinga
very nnasual step if he were to withhold his assent
to the Bill." In reply to the:question pat' te him' by’
the: Editor - whether assentican~ be' withheld for the
introduction of & Bill, Mr. Sastry saya:

“The right to withhold assent is with the -
Governor-General. Buf under well-establiched_
. rales of procedure it is nnusual to withhold
assent to the - introduction of the Bili; This
assent does mot commit the Governor-General
to give his assent whan the Bill is :passed. Heu
may still refuse assent to the Aci as finally
. passed, The Act may not be passed:- at all. It
_seems to me hardly likely.that the Gowvernor- .
(eneral should withhold his sanction ab the
early stage of introduotion of the Bill with.
a view to eliciting: the, opinion of the Legis~"
}Iﬂtul'e."‘ , 4 '
The. conferemece of shasiris belonging beth to::
the reformist and sanatani schools which was iow

progress in' Yerawada jail for some days and whioh

ssserting that the British Government has made ! ended a fow days ago hes left Mahatma Gandhi per-
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fectly uneconvinced as to the position of those who
aire opposed to the ‘untouchables being admitted to
temples. By way of compromise he has suggested
the reservation of the Guruwayoor temple for worship
by the Harijans for stated hours every day and has
no objection to the daily purification of the temple
after its uso by the Harijans, Whether this compro-
mise is accepted by the untouchables or not, the Sans-
tani Hindus find it difficult to reconcile themselves
to it. If they cun tolerate the pressnce within the
temple precincts of Harijans who, according to them,
surreptitiously smuggle themselves in on the Karti-
ki Ekadashi day, it is difficult to understand why
they should be unwilling openly to conceds them the
right of worship in the temple for a limited period
every day. But prejudices die hard,

* » *

The Future of Berar.

SIR SAMUEL HOARE'S Hyderabad Dinner gpeach
& few weeks ago in London biessing the idea of the
rendition of Berar to the Nizam end expressing the
hopa that the negotiations that would shortly be
started in India to that end would be crowned with
success has naturally oaused much perturbation
smong the people of Berar, This found strong
expression at the recently held meeting of the Berar
All-Parties Comn:ittee at which all important sections
of opinion in that province were fully represented,
and over which Mr. Tambe, the ex-Governor of C. P,
presided, The resolutions passed by the meeting
voioe Berar's misgivings about the Secretary of
State’s speech in question and emphatically affirm the
right of the people of Berar {o be consuited in all
discussionus pertaining to their constitutional fuature.
It hes also been urged that the contemplated negotia-
tions should not be earried on or concluded unless
the people of the sub-province were given an effective
opportunity to press their views and esgree to any

conclusions that might be finally arrived at. All that-

this demand meanpe i8 that the constitutional status
of Berar should in no way be modified behind the
backs of the people concerned, In other words, the
Beraris ask for nothing more than that the principle
of self-determination should be allowed fair play in
the proposed discussions regarding Berar. This is
an ominently reasonable regquest which wo hope
will be granted. For the last 80 years or so the

inhabitants of Berar have been taught to look

upon themselves as & part of British India and
now when there is the prospect of an improvement in
their constitutional status in view of the impending
reforms it is sought to make Berar a part of the
Nizam's territory which does not enjoy even a sem-
blance of popular government. To say the least, this
would be extremely unfair to the people of Berar. If
the resolutiona pagsed at this meeting may be taken
as an index to their mentslity, the people of Berar do
net seem to have any intention of transferring their
allegiance from the British Government to the
Nizam. In fact the meeting expressed their determi-
niation to join the proposed Indian federation and to
continue a part of British India in the same way
and on the eame terms aa other provinoes.
! : » * »

Indian Christians on the Situation,

v WrrH Dr. 8. K. Datta as President the Indian
Christians met in their annual Conference at Nagpur
on December 31 and the following day., The work
done by the Third R. T. C. did of course engage their
aitention: but in the absence of fuller information the
Conference found itself uwnable to express a decisive
opinion about it. It however made it clear to all
concerned that no scheme of constitutional reform

would be acceptable to publio opinion unless it -

provided for the transfer of real and effective power

to the people. In common with all sections of Indian
opinion, the Indian Christians too recognise the need
of safeguards for the period of transition, but insist
that they must be proved ‘to be in India’s interest,
Ih any case they had no hesitation in characterising
the safeguardas outlined in Sir Samue]l Hoare's speeches
a; the Conference as being * excessive and unneces-
sary. ¥ It is slso of interest o note that the Indian
Christians are averse to the idea of investing the

Vicerog and Governors with special powers for

the protection of minorities, as coutemplated by
the British Goverpment. With a view to securing
the co-operation and good will of the Indian publie
in the matter of working the coming reforms, the

Conference pressed for the release of Mahatma Gandhi

and other coivil disobedience prisoners. Will their
request be heeded by those in authority ¢ '

While condemning separate electorates as being
inimieal to national interests, the Conference onoce
again proclaimed ifsfaith in joint electorates with
reservation of seats limited to a period of ten years.
To ‘judge from the presidential address, most of those
assembled at Nagpur wduld have been pleased if
they had not been required to ask for this special
protection. Indeed they would hardly have done so,

‘bpd the other minorities refrained from making

gsimilar demands, But it is necessary to remember
that their demand for speoial treatment does not stop
here, Thay bave gone Further and asked that their
olfims-to representation in the federal and some
provincial Cabinets be mlso conceded—a demand
which the Unity Conference at Ailahabad was con-
strained to accept. The attitude of the minorities
may have served the Indian Christians as an excuse
for demanding special protection; but the question ig: .

"ig their present atbitude helpful to the promotion of

pational unity ? Woe fear, not.
* * o

Agrarian Trouble in Alwar.

THE egrarian trouble in Alwar State appears to
be far more serions than was at one time thought to
be the case; and the account of the Meo disorders
and of the steps taken to quell them, which is offici-
slly published, reads like that of & pitohed battie.
between two warring forces. Great insecurity of
life and property is stated to prevail in the disturbad
area which now oomprisas nearly one helf of the
state. Communications are reported to hava been
out off by the Insurgents and post offices in the
affeoted ares are experiencing considerable difficulty
inthe discharge of their routine functions. So muchis
this the case that their temporary closing down is be-
ing seriously contemplated by the British postal
authorities. Even in sepite of its best efforts the
Durbar has found iteelf powerless to stop the dis-
turbances of the peace oocasioned by the IMeo rebels’
activities, The situation was considered by the Dur-

| bar grave enough to necessitate ils handling by tha
- military before it could bebroughtundar control. The

requisite military reinforcements have,on the Durbar's
requisition, been already despatched and are in charge
of the situation. The engagements between the mov-
ing oolumn and the Meos seem to have resulted in
soms loss of and injury to life the extent of which it
has been found impossible to ascertain owing to the
unsettled state of affairs in the area. It is to be
hoped that it will not ‘be very long before the
presenoe of the troops sent frorp British India has had
a salutary effect on the disturbers of the publiopeace,
In the meanwhile Dr. Moonje has appealed for tha
colebration of Alwar day on Sunday next, whioh, it
is feared, will make the situation in Alwar stiil more
complioated by needlessly emphasising the communal

element in the disturbances.
’ * * *
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A NEW VIEW OF PARAMOUNTCY.

0 RR.ESPONDING to the three caiegories of
pravincial, federal and central subjects intu
which powers and funotions of the legislative

and executive organs of government will be distri-
buted in British India, there will be three separate
groups of subjects with which Indian India will deal:
local, in which the States” authority will be supreme;
foderal, which they will agree to ocede to the feder-
ation; and the remaining, which will be under the
oontral of the Paramount Power. The federal field,
which will be common to both halves of Indis, will
be limited in extont, for practically it rests with the
States to determine its boundaries, and they seem
determined to make it as sma]l s possible. In
British India two views compete with each other for,
mastary as to the division of the non-federal field
Mahomedans generally irying tomake the provincial
sphere as large as may be, even to the oxtent of
obliterating the centrnl sphere ( eventually if rot
immediately), and Nationalists trying to keep the
central sphere reasonably widaa We had thought
that the Princes were not afflicted by any such
divergence of view in the matter of dividing their
non-federal field. It was our belief that they were
mnsnimous in preesing for as narrow a definition of
the Paramount Power's rights as might be humanly
possible go that the extent of their own sovereign
rights might be correspondingly widened. The
Harcourt Bulier Report hed filled them with alarm,
for, according to the conception embodied in it, para.
mountcy was all-pervasive—uplimited in fact and
incapable of any limitation in theory. So long as
this conception prevailed, their own internal auto-
nomy would be liable to be challenged af any point
The general impression therefore was that the rulers
were ingisfent as much on warding off an encroach~
ment from the side of the Paramount Power as from
that of British India, and indeed for some years past
a demand was being made in the Chamber of Princes
for a precise delimitation of paramountcy, confining
the Paramount Power's intervention to personal and
dynastio matters of the Princes.

But we now understand that there is a cleavage
of opinion among the rulers of States as there is
among the politicians of British India onthe question
of the distribution of the non-federal powers, Some
rulers are still inclined o ask for a resiriction of the
application of paramountey rights within well-defin-
ed limits But others have now begun to smell
danger in it ; for, they say, paramountoy rights oan
be exercised just as much to prevent an inroad on the
States’ autonomy by British Indians aa to extend un-
duly the scope of interference by the Paramount
Power, and if the content of paramountey is narrow-
ly dofined tha Crown will ba powerless to resist
possible infringement of their sovereign powers by
British India. So these rulers would rather Jet well

alone, It would appear from Sir Robert Holland’s
eseay in “Political India™ (Oxford University Press,
3/6) that at the oonference of the Princes’ representa-~
tives with the Viceroy in Simla last September, the
representatives of the larger States expressed this
view : they felt that psramountey was not an unmixed
avil ; that, in fuet, it might well be their shield; tha
it might be nsed to preserve rather than diminish their
sovereignty. What is the kind of infrusion thai they
foar from British India whioch psramountcy may be
invoked to guard sgainst? Says Sir Robert: “ It
must be expected that federation will stimulate
agitation in the States, impelling the rulers in the
direction of changes which they may think prema-
ture or undesirable, such as the democcratization of
their systems of government,the grant of federal
citizenship and fundamental rights to their subjects,
the election by vote of States’ representatives in
the federal legislature, the linking up of the BStates’
Courts with the federal judiciary, and the abolition
of existing regulations as regards the press, freedom
of speech, and the exclusion of political agitators. ...
They ( the Princes) hold f{o assurancez which they
have received from Viceroys in the past, that the time
and place and manner of change, if change is to
come saboat in their States, is in their hands, ™

These rulers have now come to entertain the fear
that the effect of a defipition of paramountoy which
they ware seeking so far would only be to deprive the
Viceroy of the power of carrying out these assurances
and to pull down the barrier which exists at present
against the onrush of a democratio wave from British
India. They have therefore come to the con-
olusion that it would bs decidedly “against the in-
terests of the States ™ o have marked out clearly the
boundaries of the province within which the Para-
mount Power’s discretion in the matter of intervention
should be confined. We are also told that these Tulers
have now realised that it is equally “impracticable™
to set bounds to paramountoy, insuch a way that
their sovereignty would never suffer impairment,
For, however rostricted an interpretation may be pug
upon paramountcy, it must needs inciude the right
of intervention in cases of gross misrule, and Sir
Robert Holland asks, how can a ruler “ever hope
to place himself beyoud the scope of intervention
by any other means than through the establiah«
ment of & gystem of government responsible to
the people”.? It would thus be well, on the whols,
in the opinion of these rulers, not to insist upon
subjecting the exercise of paramountey to any pre-
oise limitations of the kind they had in mind before,
This view of paramountoy being used az a safeguard
against agitation for democracy is one which, we
must confess, did not Iay within our perspective,

If the view of these rulers prevails paramountey;
besides being a subject beyond the juriediction of the
Government of India, not only in the transitional.
period, but even ihereaftar, will be maintained in
such a condition as to choke off any possible agita-
tion conduoted from British Indis, the rulars of course
being well able to deal with agitation within thbir

borders. o a
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ADMINISTRATIVE REORGANISATION IN BOMBAY.

URING the last twelve years the expenditure
' of the Bombay Government came nnder soma
sort of serutiny on four different occasions, twice by

mixed committees of officials and non-officiala and -

twice by Government officers told off for that purpose.
Yot it oould hardly be said that the .administrative
machine was thoroughly overhauled. It was there-
fore decided last year

*“to secure expert advice on

the reorganisation of the whole administrative

machine.” This expert advice is oontained in the

Teport, published on Saturday last, of the Committee

of which the Hon’ble Mr, 3. A. Thomas was chair-
man. This Committee was called upon “ to make
recommendations for the more efficient organisation
of the whole machinery of government and for effect-
ing all possible reductions in the expenditure control)-
ed by the Government of Bombay."” It should be un-

derstood that the reorganisation which the Committee

was expeoted to propose was not intended fo be such
as either to make the adminisirafion more responsive

to public opinion or o remove the administrative .
inconveniences from which the public kad been :
suffering. The object merely was to promote the .

efficlency of the administration and at the same time !
| the Indian standard of living. This is not to eny

to effect as muoh reduction in expenditure as possible,
The proposals of the Committee designed solely to
veorganise the administrative system will naturally
have little ‘interest for the general publio; for the
man in the street it is & matter of ‘little consequence
swhether his grievances are attended to by a single
individual or by a collection of them styling them-
selves this or that Board, as proposed by this Com.
mittee. What is of more. immediate concern fo
him is to what extent the Committee has suocceeded
in relieving him of his burden of taxation,

Two handioaps seem to have impeded the Com-
mittee’'s work to a considerable extent. One was the
prohibition imposed upon it to consider the organi-
sation and oonditions of work of the all-India
services; and the other, the mnecessity to submit its
report early enough for fts recommendations to be
given effect to, wherever possible, in the preparation
of the next budget. While the second handicap was
unavoidable, the same cannot be said about the first,
When the terma of reference to the Committee were
published in July last, 1t was widely feared that
¢his restriction on its scope would greatly detract
from the value of the Committee’s labours. A Com-
mittee which had to deal with the reorganisation
of the whole administrative machinery ocould not,
i was felt, adequately perform its task If it was
not to enjoy ocompletely unfettered discretion o

_deal with the organisation of all the gervices under
the control of the Bombsy Government without
vegard to the fact whether they were all-India or
Provineial. That this appreheneion was mot quite
imaginary can be seen from the fact that the Com-
mittee too, in the pursuit of its inquiry, found this
Hmitation on its work a formidable stumbling-blook
in its way; for the aonditione of servioce of the two
sorvices are so inextricably intermixed .that it

was getting really an impossible -task to the Com-
mitte to expect it to desl with the one without
touching npon the other, This was in fact what the
Committee found by experience. As itsaye:* Any
reorganisation of these departments without to some
extent affecting the senior appointments is dlearly
impossible, and we'found, at a very early stage in
our deliberations, that too strict an interpretation of
this restriotion on'the scope of our inquiry woull
have the effect of rendering the remainder of our terms
.of referonce almost meaningless.,” The Committee
therefore did well in mvoiding this contingency Wy
not hesitating “ to suggest reorganisation merely
because such reorganisation wou'ld affoct mdlvxdual
‘members of the #ll-Tndia services.”

‘The deliberate withdrawal of these services from
the Committee’s -consideration made its task, never
vory easy, more difficult, Even so, the Committes

‘must be said to have done its best to place the pro-
vincial finances on a mors satisfactory basis,

It has
tried to reduce the heavy ealary bill by proposing
scales of pay for members both of the all-India and
‘Provincial services, which clearly bear a closer
relation to the state of the provincial treasury and to

that its proposals in this respect will meet with uni-
versal and unqualified approval, a seotion of thd
publie not regarding them as going far enough in the
direction of reduction, However, it is a matier for
satisfaction that the ecomomies recommended by the
Commiktee amount to Rs. 2 crores or to neerly 14 pet
cent. of the local Government's revenue.

"This is likely to lead the unwary to the belief that
its suggestions exhaust all possibilities of reduction in
public expenditure. Nothing can however be farfher
from the truth, While it is undeniable that tha
Committes has reviewed the expenditure of all
Government departments, it did not look into the
Governor's expenses which are generally belioved to
be susceptible of considerabie diminution. Whether
the Committee’s terms of reference prevented it from
undertaking the task or whether it imposed a sell-
denying ordinance upon itself out of a sense of falss
delioacy is more than oan be said. But there can ba
no doubt that if the Committes had found it possible
to go into the matter' with some oare, its time would
not have been altogether wasted. In that case it
would in all likelihood have found the publio som-
plaint about the superfiuons nature of the bodyguard
and band establishmenis attached to the head of the
province fully justificd and mesn its way to ro-
commend their disbandment,

Gleneral disappointment is sure to result from
the oavalier way in which the Committee hapdled
the very important question of the permanent location
of thea Government’s head-quarters. Its bearing on
the presidency’s finances is obvious enough ; and if
there was mny ‘question more than another which
merited unbiased consideration at the hands of a Coms
mittee out to organise the administration, it was
this. But wo regret to observe that it was not cona
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gidered by it in a spirit free from preconceptions. In
oonsidering the relative merits of Bombay and Poona
for the permanent capital of this presidency, the
Committee strikes one as dismissing, somewhat
airily, the claims of the latter as being none other
than olimetio, The Committee should have kncwn
that oliratic considerations are among the lenst
important that are uzged in favour of the adoption of
Poona.as the permanent seat of Government, reduced
administrative costs being always put forward as the
most convinoing argument in its favour, There would
have been no reason to complain against the com-
mittee if it had rejested Poona's claims on finan-
cisl grounds; but admittedly it failed to look into
the financinl aspect, "as it is to us incornceivable
that if Government are going to remain in one
place throughout the year, that place ean be other
than Bombay.” Does this show that the compara-
tive merits of the two places for selection as an all-
the-year-round oapital received from the Committee *
that unprejudiced oconsideration which the vital
importance of the question to the provincial revenues
unquestionsbly -demanded ?

Tt should be noted that the Committes has found
the publie oritieism about the top-heavy charaoter of
the administration well-founded. The retrenchments
it has seen fit to suggest in the higher secretariat
staff olearly substantiate the complaint, voiced in
the Legislative Council on innumersble ooccasions,
about the secretariat being overstaffed. That it did
not recommend the total abolition of Divisional
Commissionerships as demanded by public opinion,
but contented itself by suggesting their reduction
only by one is not surprising, having regard to its
completely official personnel. Its unreadiness to
examine the question of the size of the district
charges with the oonsequent possibility of a
considerable reduction in the number of distriet
officers is nlso intelligible for a like conzideration.

On the other hand it must be admitted that the
Committee’s recommendations in regard to the
closure of Qovernment Arta Colleges and High
Schools in places where well-conducted private insti-
tutions of the corresponding olass exist will be
heartily welcomed by the public, At the same time
it should be remembered that the suggestion has not
emanated from this Committee for the first time ; the
oredit for originally putting it forward must go to

the Retrenchment Committee of ten years ago. The
oase for the olosure of these Government institutions
is self-evident.- The comparatively smail number of
students that are attracted to them and the prohibi-
tive cost of imparting education to them in these
institutions make their continuance at public ex-
penze for any length of time out of the question.
The total cost per student in the Deccan and Eiphin-
stone Colleges is as high as Ra, 574 and Rs. 365 res-
pectively in compsrison to that in private coileges in
Poona and Bombay, which is only about Ra. 170 and
Rs. 225 respeotively, But we are concerned not so
much with the total cost as with the financiel burden
each student in these institutions means to the fax-
payer. As is well known, the cost o publio revenues
of educating a student in the Decoan College is
the highest in the presidency, being Rs. 439, while
that in the Elphinstone College Rs. 185. On the
contrary, a student in any one of the private colleges
at Poona does not cost the Government more than
Rs, 30 or so, while that in similar institutions in
Bombay Rs, 8 more, To persist in maintaining insti-
tutions which constitute such & heavy drain on the
public purse when the work done by them oould be
accomplished with much less cost but with equal, if
not greater, efficienoy, is nothing short of indulging
in wanton waste of public funds which must be put

- a gtop to without delay. It is to be hoped that Govern.

ment will find it possible to carry into effect the
polioy recommended by the Thomas Commitfee in
rogard to these institukions,

Some of the other suggestions of the Commiitee
wao should very much have liked to- deal with here:
but considerations of space forbid auch a course of
action. From what has been said above, however, .it
will be seen that many of the points now singled out
for retrenchment by the Committea were yoars ago
pressad on the Government by non-officials for similar
treatment, If the Government had been in the habib
of listening to non-official advice, much useless ex~
penditurs of public money which hes gince taken
place would have been avoided. In such matters it
ig a oase of the Glovernment thinking not even to-
morrow but the dey after tomorrow what non-officinla
think today. However, lot us hope that the expert
advice whioh they have purchased from their ocwn
officexs at the cost of Rs. 85,600 will not, now at least,
be lost upon the Government.

THE INDIAN EOONOMICO OONFERENOE.,

HE pixteenth session of the Indian Economio
Conference was held at Delhi during the first
week of this month. Representatives from most

of the Indian Universities and many of the colleges
attended the mesting. Among the topios disoussed
wera such important subjeocts as trade depression,
federal finance, economio history of rural India
during the 19th century, recent monetaty theories and
the Ottawa agresment. A mnotable feature of the
proceedings of this session of the Conference was the
presence and active partioipation of. members of the

Government of India. As the country at large is
vitally interested in at least some of the subjeots dis-

. oussed nt Delhi, an attempt Is made to review in

brief the proceedings of the Conferance.

From a practioal standpoint the most important
decision that emerged from the discussions of the
Conference was a plan for organising an economio
survey and intelligence service by onoperation bet-
ween the Governments, commeroial bodies, univer-
sities and the Economio Association, In the past few
yoars this subject had atiracted eeverally the
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attention of the Conference apd the Govermmedt, but
the session at Delhi by bringing the twe together
.proved fruitful in sowing the seeds of a constructive
plan. In his inaugural address, the Hon'ble Mian
Sir Fazl-i-Husain stressed the great need of an
economio general staff to study and ¢éo plan, and out-
lined his idesl a8 “ private effort, individual and
oollective, marching and converging towards a
common objeetive, guided hy a general staff to whieh
both Governments ahd they might¢ contribote™. The
presidential address of Dr. Radhakammal Nukerjew df
the University of Lucknow also wonteined ‘a strong

plea for planned economy. But what gave renlity to |
the discussion was & friendly spee¢h from the |

Finance Member. He confessed that on almost all
subjects of wmational importamee in Indis sccurate
data were lacking and offered to further any scheme
of cooperation in survey and investigation which the
Conference would put before him, Leading members
of the Conference welcomed Sir George Schuster’s
suggestion but insisted that the initiative muwt 1ie
with the Governments, This was not contested on the
8ide of Sir George and the Conference ended by
appointing a strong eommittes to plan a soheme
which will in due course be presented to Governments
and universities. Judging from the tone of Sir George
Bchuster’s remarks, something $angible may be expe-
oted to emerge from this effort.

The economic tonsequences for India of the
present depression was a subject calculated to Fouse
much interest both within and without the Coiifer-
ence. No less than eight papers were ocontributed
en this topio, and wach writer placed bofore the
Confererioe his own spedial version of the trade
@eprension, Rationalisation of agriculture and an
sxpanding credit and publis ‘works policy; devdlop-
tent of non-agricultural pursuity; imervase of popu-
1ation and of educated uremployment ; the Increased
real burden of India's public debt; sdministrative
dependence, Gamdhi-ism and loose orgunisation; and
the swadeshi-oum-boycott movemertt were all
oanvassed asimportant features of the situation by
several writers, Curioudly, however, sll thesy ‘wefe
thoroaghly ignored by the ‘Corference which settled
dow to discnss the paper of Prof, ‘Chablani Sir
QGeorge Sohuster had ddlivered & speech in the early
part of the debats on ‘this ‘subject. He professed
ignorance of expert kmowledie, 'but frodi what he

called the ordinary man's viewpoint he enumrerated 1
some bright apots which in his opinion favoured the.
conclusion thet Indin had hdt on fhe whole heen hiif.

as muoch by the depresasion as some other countries
in the Wast had been. Rise of jindustries; inecremssd
savings bank deposits and reduced ecst of liwing

weore some of the bright spots indicated iy Sir-George, .

- who incidentally commented very {favourably en
Prof. Chablani's paper. In ocharacteristio fashion
Prof. Ohablani bad refused to draw any -definite
conclusions in his paper. He had.put forward fhree
ocontentions which in his opiniom ought .to have
mitigated the Indian situation. These Zhree relie-
ving factors were: 1. virtual non-existence-of some
world eauges nmh .58 repavations end war debis,

beavy expenditure on sooial services, and high taréffa;
2. sasior adjmtment of retail to wholesale prices &l
vompared with other coumries; and 3, greater elase
tioity of wages in Indis, which, he alleged, follow
prices much more rapidly than in the West, Sbsfis
stics based on the years 1918 and 1921, wnd drawx
principally ffom the Bombay ILabour Guzelte werd
adduced in support of thess argumenis, The
econclusion, arguments and statistics nll werh
subjected %0 doverd oriticiemt, Apart from ‘the
arbittery and mislodditig thoice of the basis yeaf
reliability of Bombay Labour Office figures Hd
indications of actual eonditions all the country over
waa geriously questioned. Even the figures that
wers ohosen failed oonclusively to prove Prof. Cha-
blani’s thesis that the ‘adjustments between whole-
sale priced ad Potdil priced, wnd 'between the cos
of living and the ¥até of wages are brought about
with greater rapidity In India than elsewhere. As

" one speaker put it, that argument was bad indnotion,

and the conclugion baged on it, that India has rick
suffered as muoh as other countries, was worme

" deduction.

The finanées of & federated India atéracted some
good papers, including & wvery able contribution by
Prof. ‘C'habla.ni.. Inadequacy and inequality are the
two objectionablie features of the present finaneial
distribution as between the provinces and the
Central ‘Govérnment. The most important issue
that srose out of the discussion was: Are the
recommendationd of the Percy Committee and the
Third Round Table Conference any solution of this
twofdld problem ¥ The tunanimous and energetic
answer to this gueiy wss an emphatic négative, Prof,
Chablant i lits fiaper tnarshaTled & mass of relevant
statistios $o prové thaf Hors oF the bases of distribu-
fion suggested, viz. popilation, income-tax, tofal
revenues, inoomé per capits, could be trusted to work
evenly as botwebn provinee and provinoe. The inade-
quacy of revenues from whivh almost all the provin-
dial Governments ha¥é besn suffering was partly
respongible for heated controversies between seversl
provineisl econoniists, 'The consensus of opinion oit
thiis subject was; however, in support of a very just
and progreseive poliey. That a minimum standard
of effiviorit mnd progressive government should be
assured in-all ptovimces and thét the richer provindes
fivudt e oatled tporito make & progressive, and not
only a proportionate, sacrifice for this purpose was
widely accepted. So also the insistence on a clear
Gomgvcdtion betvkeord previncist &nd federal heads,
which characterised digcussions on this subject in
two former Confarences, was .no longer in.evidénoe.
The need and urgeney of a thorough retrenchment in
the oivil and.military expenditure of the Geovernment
of India was -strongly advoecated, amd the imposition
of Tresh faxation as ar accompaniment .of financiml
reform was condemned. The position of Indisn
Statos in .a.soheme of foderal finance caused muok
oonoerny, .and it was fearsd that new .instAnces of
inequality -would lbemow :oreated which would-vitiatd
$he nsnoial stracture df the fubure: To' this, &s'in
almoit i othe¥ auhdcty -of Brivricial wiljustmént, the
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politicians, in particular the British politicians, are :
go consistenitly ignoring the oanons of finance in
framing theiradministrative seforms that the future .
governméntsl structure muy well be expected to :
oreak rather audibly. -

The Conference, which Was held in thé old .
.Assembly Hall, attracted » recard house when it set .
itself to-4 Fuli-dress debate onthé Ottawa Agrasment. |
8Some had feared that as the dssue was practiomily i
¢losed for the moment and as the economists were In |

@ body opposed to the ratificabion of thé padk, the |
provesdings would contain more of denunciation that ,
-of debate. Happily these appreliensions proved nn- .
founded, The proveedings opened with a very halt-
ing and unconvincing speech from Profl. P..
J. Thomas of Madras, His srgument wss to
‘this éffect : Free Trade is ideally good, but
‘the only practicable policy is trade agreements, Eng-
3dnd is the biggest single customer of India and
Yherefore a trade agreement with that country is most
£o be desired, The Ottaws agresmeit wai not fanls-
dess, indeed in the matter of preférence to raw cotton
4t was highly defeotive. But we have to make the
best of s bad job, and we had better set about
improving our agricultural production so that we
imight reap the highest possible advantage -out of thé .
‘openings within tis Empire created’ by the agree- .
ment, The only other eboncthist who sesmiéd to be |
ott theé side of & quist acceptance of the agresment
_we Prof, Thomson of Allahsbad. His plea was frank- ;
dy based on political grounds. He wes by no means
«certain about the advantages of the bargain. Bift he
argued that in s disordered world ths derhenting of
the British empire wis an advantage,.and even at
the dost of some immediate economic sacrifice the %
“Ottawa agreement should be walcomed. Both theso |
epoeches failed to produce any impressioh on the
Conference, which alda refused #otake seriously ths
defence of Government .policy put for#ard by Mr.
Burt. The oriticiem of the agreémértt was bhsed on very
‘WoT1d &60d unquestionable ground, Imperial preforence
as # measure of economic iconsolidation of the
Frrpire and tariff preferences in the world was dis-
-oredited. The failure of Govérnmerit to taks informad
Indian epinion into confidenuve beforeths sgresmyent
was entered into and to give timely information 4o
- critios aftor it was ratified was severely dealt with.
~da ¥iew of the invitation 6f Sif Fegl-iHusain and
Bir George Schuster for expert dooperation Fromi the
- Conferénos these oritictsms ware spsolally apt. The
failard o' allow in the agresment for prefarence |
-already granted by India, the very limited scopa for -
Tarther expansioh of Indian business ia Great Britain,
_thelresl danger of gradual restriotion of non-empire
‘markats, the danger to India's rising industries ®5d
-the saorifice demanded of the consumer were all
trumpa which were played with effeot. If only this
nitial abtmok ig foliowedl by rogular snalysid and
+ oritiolsm of the trade and tariff positioh in the yeara

to o, It may be hopdd' that a fevision' of the |
Sgreement will b feasible. Péraughtoiie knowa events |

du England itself might move against rather than for :
Ottawa, For though Eiiglhind Yas guined in its |

agreement with India, there is no doubt that it has
Yost in respect of the dominions. Stiffening .of fore-
dgn attitude and dwindling of export trade might
conceivably lead England to revise 'its ‘position in
rdldtion to Empiré eoonomic consolidatiéh.
. To &l careful dtudents of publie, questions tha
proceedings of the Iast session .of the Indian Econo-
mic Coufarence hold out a promise of much usefud
rending. .

D. G. KiRrvi,

RTINS

FRANCO-AMERICAN TRADE,

T a time when serious difficulties nre dividing the
two -countries, & short sirvey of their cohmer.
ocial reéldtions may ‘throw valuable light upon somé
aspects of the question. P s
, The United States market is thy largest and
richest market in the world at the present day. .Com-
sequently many countries compete for a privilegad
place in it. (Other countries which are .almost as
large or even larger in area, and much more densely

populatedl have less commmérdial impbrtancs. This i
due on the -one hand tp the fact that their natiiral res-
ourceg ars only exploited on a very small gecale and
with imperfect means, and on the other hand to the
vory low standard of living of their pupulstion; the
-consequentce of this standard of living being & very
feeble buying mapacity of the masses in general

India and China are very good instances of this.):
. UXITED STATES RADE‘ IN GENERAL,

United States comireroe had gone sindé the war
thrdugh & period qf continual and increasing pros-
perity, but this has changed of late mnd figures show
very clesrly that the United States have suffered asu-
tely from thé world economic depression. If we comn-
parethe year 1931 with 1930 we see & more imgortant
fsll in the éxports thar in the imports* This trade
depression is certainly due in & great measure to the
tariff barriers and also to the stability of the do}lar at
a time when & great many currencies have lost 4 good
deal of their buying capaocity. ' The. pammeroial
balance is still favourable to the United States but

o B muth lesser &ftent. T 1931 ¢ha Favoirable

balance was $ 334,000,000 mgainst § 732,000,000 ik
19306, It was therefore even below the figure of thé
year 1923 ($ 375,000,000), which isthe lowest #inoe
the war: . '
Another fmportant fabtot in the ¢rads deprdesiil
is the general fall in prices. This explains to
great extent the £all both in exports and imports when
evaluated in prices. To form an accurate idea of
sommeroisl fransactions, one must therefore study
iraports andexports not only from the point of view of

| money valué but consider the actusl volume of frade.
| Fot instarme, if wi-considét thb export tradd of raw

sotton and unrefined petrol we notiod'a fall of moré
than 407, in money value compared with tho year 19308
yot in velume, cotton exports have increased by 507
and petrol exports by 8/ A similak phenomsnon:can
be observed in the tobacts trade (9%, decreasd id
value) We quots thase pradusts besause raw cotton
unrefinkd potrol snd tobacto constituts fourfifthd 3
Ambrican exports. -Tn exportd of faw muterial ig
generad there is a fall of 327, and this i evidently

dav essentially to the fall #n prices,

_*Comparative fall in exporis ¢

11 % -L¥ia_(Indis, China, Jupan),
% 7 -Europe. ’
3 X ~Afeion,

40 % -Notth Amerion.

60 ¥ ~Oceania.
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. On the contrary, if we consider manufactured or
semi-manufactured goods there is a decrease not only
1n the value but also in the volume of exports. There
- is however an exception in favour of special products
g8uch as radio-telegraphic and cinematographic mate-
risl (the exports of which are growing in volume),
But the exports in motor ears, for instance, have de-
‘creased by 130 million dollars. In the case of many
of these finighed products the cause of trade stagna-
tion is over-production, but another cause can be
found in the fact that young countries have beenseve-
rely hif by the economic depression and also some-
times are endeavouring to manufacture these goods of
their own accord.

It must be pointed out that the United States
suffer from the present depression all the more because
their home market hes also lost part of its buying capa-
city, The ealaries have gone down, snd when we

ear there are 11,000,000 unemployed, that means, on
a basis of 3 people per worker's family, 33 million
people whose buying and consuming capaocity is auto-
matically lowered, This is & large figure for & popu-
lation of 123 millions. The following figures are
eloguent enough : -

ANNUAL CONSUMPTION PER HEAD IN
UNITED STATES (IN ENGLISH POUNDS.)

1923-25 1926-28 1931,
Wood ver 1,350 1,190 530
Cement - . 49 550 390
Stonen 1,500 2,220 1,670
Stesl 810 880 450
Cast-Iron 720 720 300
Brass 12 i4 9
Alvminiom - 14 ¥ 19 0,8
Coal 1,360 1,270 940
Beef 64 5% 48
Pork 73 69 70
Sugar - 106 111 iol
Tea . 086 0,76 0,68
Coffee 11 12 14
Leather o 11 10 8
Qotton 30 32 24
Wool 5 5 4
8ilk 0,5 0,7 0,7
Artiflois] Silk 0.4 - 0,7 1.2

Although complete figures for 1932 are not available’

ag yet, it iz well known that depression has only
increased further. It is interesting- to note an excep-
tion in favour of artificial silk, a recent industry,
and in general, the privileged positions of food-
products,

TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH FRANCE.

If we oconsider now the trade of United States
with France we also sce the effect of the world
economic depression, The principal articles import-
ed by Franoe from the United Siates are: cofton,
petrol, oils, copper, tin, zinc, manufactured and
leaf-tobacoo, cereals (irregular) dependent upon the
importance of the French harvest, raw materials
of different kinds, textiles, rubber, timber, wocd
pulp, phosphates, tropical fruit, eto. The prinoi-
pal artioles exported by France to the Unrited
States are ; textiles, eilk goods, articles of clothing,
leathex goods, all art and luxury articles, objeots
for collections, underclothing, metal, chemicals,
perfumery, paper, laces, jewsellery, kniok-knacks and
fancy goods, toys, eto.

If we examine the statistics of the imports and
exports betweén Fance and Amerioa during the years
1929-30-31 and for the first nine months of the years
1930-31-32, it will show that trade has gons down by
half. on the average. ‘

MONTHLY STATISTICS OF FRENCH FOREIGN TRADE.
FIGURES IN THOUSAND FRANCS. ‘

V. 8. Imports into T. 8. Bxports
Year. Franoe. from Franoce.
1929 1,159,550 3,334,636
1930 6,148,131 2,434,915
1931 8,808,408 1,543,937
1930: 4,398,581 1,858,885
1931 3,074,047 1,158,339
1833 2,166,587 684,356

_The trade balance between France and the
United States is and always has been in favour of
the latter (except during three years around 1926-27
at the time of the rapid fall in the franc),

One word must be said also about invisible trade.
This of course can hardly be estimated exactly. It
consists essentially in : (g} tourist trade, (b) interests
on foreign investments, and (c) freight { commercial
transport of goods, ete.) Tourist trade is the mosk
important item ss far as Franco-American relations
are concerned ; it has been roughly estimated a5
milliards per year, and even to 6 or 7 milliazds by
some people, Neediess to say the world depression
hns been felt in that domain perhaps more than in
any other. The importance of the decrease in Fran-
co-American trade will be seen from the following
passasge which we quote from Foreign Trade, the

| journal of the American Chamber of Commerce in.

Paris (1932, Vol. 7, No. 10).
“In the past year and a half, trade between the United
Btates and Franoe bas dropped to less than half the
volume of the years immediately preceding. American
exports to Franoe averaged over 244 million dollars
annoally during the five-year period 1926-30, compared
with an average of 119 millions since that time. XFrenoh
exports to the United States have fallen from a five-year
annual average of 153 million dollars to a prasent level
of 71 millions. Though each ocountry still represents a
leading matket for the other’s gooda we hava to turn baock
more than twenty years ago to find Franoo-American
trade at a level sc low as the prament.”
Let us also quote some figures from a report
consulted in the Ministry of Commerce :
FRANCO-AMERICAN TRADE.
( Figures are in million dollars, )

1331 193¢ Difference.
Imports from France ...] 79,3 113,8 30%
Exporis to France ...| 121,8 224,0 46%

If we study the details of the exports and ime
ports on the double basis of the money value and the
volume of trade we notice:

(a) Concerning Exports of United States:
For iron and steel an increase of 20,000 metrio-
quintals and 2 million francs.

For cereals, an inocrease of 1,700,000 quintals
and more than 92 million franos. :

For fruit an increase of 400,000 quintals and
97 million francs.

For preserved and salted vegetables an increase
of 8,300 quintals and & million franes.

For ootton a decrease of 900,000 quintals and 1
milliard franecs.

For mineral oils, refined and unrefined, and
essenoes a decrease by 1,500,000 quintals, and over
660 million francs.

(* Firat nine moushs only. )
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(5) Concerning Imports of Uniled States from

- France : o

- 'For minerd] and gnseous ‘watérs an {nerease of

' 9,000 quintals and 2 million francs, o '

" For fine underolothing (lingerie) @ decrease of .

- 1,500 quintals and 94 million francs. C

.. For manufactured leather goods & decrease of

§‘ 3,300 quintals and 97 million franecs,

For go'dsmithery & decreasa of 700 quintals
and 3,200,000 franca.

: “Ramie"”, bemp, flax, jute, cofton, woollen tex-
tiles, deserve & spacial mention for showing simultan-
eously an incregse of 1400 quintals and a decrease of
140 million franocs, :

' It is easy to meo the effects of trade depression,

. sbut more diffioult to establish its canaes and advocate

.wofficient remedies,

‘ The general world economic depression is evident-

-dy responsible for the present state of things toa
rgreat extent, but Aigh fariff walls have also hadtheir

:-part to play on every side.

The Hawley-Smoot Tariff, 17th June, 1930, and
the systems of quotas* established by France lateron,
dn the way of retalintion, bave -cerktainly created
wmany difficulties and unnecessary bitterness between
Yhe two oountries, Other ocountries of the world
have aleo raiged tariff walls against ‘Amerioan
goods, and thers, we believe that our Ameri-
can friends have suffered from the consequences
of the proud isolation which their Qovernment hus
always imposed upon them as regards foraign politios
and economio relations. No commen agreement was
sliowed to restriot Amerioan liberty. In that way
tariffs oould be established by each country indivi-
«dually irrespective of common negotiations which
might have moderated their excess, In Eunrope agroe-
anents have at least endeavoured a progressive adapta~
$ion of traditional principles to immediate necessities, .
There is muoh talk about & prospective ocommerosial
agreement between France and United States, but it
ds not oonoluded yet, It is certain that the acute
sorisis of Franco-Amerioan trade ie due in great part
40 the partioular eharacter of the exports of United
Blates and to that eountry’s partioular policy,

Great hopes are encouraged by the eomin
‘World Economic and Monetary Confarence, It is onlg
‘through agreement, good will, sonfidence and vollabo-
ration that thess questions -can be solved. But &t
‘annot be denied that the recertt hotes exohangedl
sbout the debt-payment due on December 15th have

somewhat thwarted theso hopes. Trade depreasiof,:

“deficit budgets, unemployment, politioal, wooial wnd
‘conomio inssourity, have engendered, in all soun-
Mries, discontent, suffering, dilemmas, -suspicions and
apprehensions, whioh 'not unoften border upon fear.
At auch diffieult moments, mutusl understanding and
generopity aro rarely forthooming. Yet they mover
‘have beon B0 indispensable as at the present dny.
‘C)n}jr people who sre in close contmot with pablic
‘opinion in both oountries appear .to realise it mnd
ftheir advice is rarely carried out by the peopls tn
Yower, since the latber have to reokon with ‘the
wexctions and the fluotuations of & prejudiced publie.

Looking through some docurnents at the Minis-
‘deve du Commerce, we came aoross two instances,
-onhe mare #trictly akin to the commeroial, mnd the
other to the diplomatio field. The first was a very infor-
6s¥ing and well planned study for the .oreation of »

wholesale office for French preducts, There is .no
doubt that French trade in the United States would
-have galned through its veslisation. The competitors

. 'l‘he!?a Sanaiat in reguluting she quantity of certain lm-
porta which compete with Freaoh producta in the mational
+ market. : :

-debtor.

of Franoe in the American market have strong com-

i| mercial and financial orgarisations and 4 -powerful
propagandaiisat ‘work on 'their behslf. The stabi-

lisdation of the frano has deprived Frands ' of an auto-
matic stivantage and proved a hindranos to ‘trade by
incraaving the prics ‘of French products. -Noverthe-
less, other tountries, like Bngland for'ingtance, #atill

1| eell their goods at & higher price thet Franoce, simply

becduse thelr -eommercial eonnections with the
United States ate more-efficiently brganised. French

-products sre at present often introduced by foraign

agents who also sell their own goods and have no
interest-in -enhancing the wvalue -of the French. A
great improvement eould be reached through the
creation of a Commercial Officefor wholesale dealing
with French goods only. This would avoid eonfusion
with similsr foreign producta or imitations, eliminate
the woost of dinefficient ‘intormedisries and snsure
greater stability in eales prices, as well asa per-
manent coritect between Fronoch manufacturera - end
the Amerioan market, It would maintain also th
reputation of France and Franoh taste. K

The seoond document was a note sent on Novenr=
ber 17 by the Fronoh Commeroial Attache in the Umni=
tod States to the Minister for Commbros and Industry.
It points to the faot that American opinion, B
absolutely bLostile to any moratorium., - The
gituation, says this note, -might not have been
so serious if a Franco-American commeroial agrea-
mant bad been conotuded earliar, or if we had onilj
taken Sanator Reed's advice when he lasf wisite
France. Ho then assured us that a few tariff conces-
sions grantad before the élections would prova a
valuable asset in our favour later on. ‘In futu¥s,
America will ‘try to desl separately with eudh
bor, England will fiad an argumert through
the fall in the pound, while dar gold raserves Wil
hide our real weakness, Whether she ‘pays of no}
on the 15th December, Franoce will be in a dangdroth
sad difficalt sitnation vis-a.vis the United Siates,
the developments of which are hard to foreses. ‘Somé -
paople think that it 15 just as wall that a definité
Franco-American agreament has not hesh ‘conclude
ed as yat, and tha opinion may be justified. Thé
argument is that the tariff question had batter'bs
left in suspsnse until the phasa of reciprocal 'oof(}:
cussions, when it ban be wused as & kind .o
trump card. Nevertheless partial concessions might
have baen granted, such as, for instance, the asture
anoe that ¥rance would import from Amerioa .1argd
quantities of cotton whioh our industries cannot do
without, These imports oould have beea financed
by several French banks, with or without the ‘gua¥s
anbes of the State, o

All that precedes may appear ‘to have no othétr
than a retrospective interest, but it helps one to ander
stand the genesis of the present difficulties "in %
certain measure, Considering tha question of théd
dabt by itself, it cannot be too much emphasised that
in french opinion the question is one df-‘prindip{'é :
far more than one of payment. Franos would never:
consent to earn 480 million franos by refusing to
homount her signature; ‘this wouid. bs agninst her
political traditions, The refusal (which in faor Al
French people do aot approve of) was really muknd
as a protest. The Franch have always unferstood thisk
they had pledged themselves to payonly-to the extent
they were themselves paifl by ‘their debtois, Prasideint
Hoover imposed » moratorium for fhe purposs of
exomrpling Grermany from her pledgs and' thyre
indireotly ® thawing " the American oredits inves
and “ frozen * dn Geraan-voncerns. Now Franceis
asked fo pay the expenses and she does not considet -
it fair play.

~ Commerocially speaking, the faot that our own
Yelit was contracted to a great extent through pui-
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chacing American goods cught to entitleus to repay in
the same way, that is, by goods. And thehigh tariffs
yaised by the United States sppear evidently to be
intended to prevent, or at lesst to considerably ham-
-per, this normal mode of payment., The situation
between the two countries is certainly confused at
present ; passions have been aroused on either side-
They will cocl down as time goes on and issues will
.be seen more clearly ; facts will, sooner or later,
compel France and America to understand each
other's needs better,

L. MORIN,

Rreriews.

‘GANDHIJI'S SPIRITUAL MILITARISM.

THE EPIC FAST. By PYARELAL. ( Navsajivan
Karyalaya, Bombay.) 1932..20cm, 325p, Re. 1-4-0.

WE ghould all be grateful to Mr. Pyarelal for
‘having given us a very graphie, vivid and loving
diseription of Mahatmaji's fast, appropriately called
“The Epic Fast” The book forms fascinating read-
ing.

Regarding the subject-matter of the book jtself,
the hest wey to look et it would be to analyze the
whole situation under the following heads: (1) The
predisposing causes of the fast; (2) The fast itself;
and (3) Are such fasta coercive in their effect or not ?

(1) Nobody disputes that during the last 25 to
30 years Mahatma Gandhi has been preaching the
removal of untouchability which he has vehemently
desoribed as the curse of Hinduism. He was doing
by precept and exemple a good deal of propaganda
whenever he had any chance of appearing in the
publie and it iz no exeggeration o say that he had
profoundly changed the angle of public vision
towards Harijans all over India. Msahatma Gandhi
categorically states the reasons which led him to
give an ultimatum to the British Government, He
gincerely felt that a crisishad come and he had to have
his voice heard, But he chose the pseudo—spiritual
weapon of fasting unto death. There is a good deal
of reasoned and enlightened opinion in the country,
whioh, alas, our nationalist press will not give publi-
oity to, which believes that this method was a wrong
one. hminent people in the country have aliuded to
" jt as ** shock tactics,”

(2) The ‘shoock tactics’ suCceeded- In other
words, in our anxiety to save Mahatmaji's life we did
not care what price we paid and we talked, we agru-
ed, and we quibbled and we even quarrelled while
lifo was fast ebbing away from Mabatmaji’s frail
body. We were in a hurry to come to some ¢compro-
mise, some agreed solution, something which at least
for the time being seemed to matisfy us and the
expected miracle happened. Mahatmaji's life was
saved and the Britich Government accepted, withsome
reservations, the Yeravda Paot.

(3) Coming now to the important question
whether such fasts are coercive or not, a battle is still
raging in the columna of the daily press on the sub-
ject. People were simply dumb-founded when they
first heard of Mshatmaji's resolve; and reason, logic,
and olear thinking gave way to sentiment and one
and all amongst the leaders of India, whether he was
a follower of Mahatma Gandhi or his political
opponent, was simply overwhelmed by the one idea
of saving the great man. When people hegan to
think calmly over what had been done a certain
amount of strength was gatheringround the ides that
the method adopted was certainly coercive. When
this process was going along, Mahatmaji chose to

stampede the public into another situation by threatens
ing another fast. With the approval of the Govera«
ment he has issued a series of public statements, a
careful reading of which shows that he was
clarifying the issue in his own mind and
trying to justify his action, which he of course-
sinoerely believes js right, but which the public
had no time to ponder over and judge ealmly while-
the fast itself was in progress, '

Inferentiaily, he assumes that he is the one and
the only man who is competent to give the infallible
lead as to what shounld ar should not be done in the.
cage of Harijans and that if his opinion is not acted:
upon then and there, he is going to dragoon the pub-
lic into accepting his views by threatening to fast
himself unto death once again. Hoe is such a past-
master in the use of the English language that he-
always wriggles out of any situation with the speed
of “ greased lightning ” and he will be & bold man
who can say that Mahatmaji hes taken a definite-
position regarding some of his explanations, because
it looks as though he has always some mental reser«
vation or other, which in his characteristic and al_:le.:
manner he exhibits before the public in his own in=
imitable and forcible style. Nonetheless, the ques-
tion to be answered is : is he or is he not taking u
on himself the exclugive responsibility of being th
one wise man of India in a given situation?

While these lines are being penned, there isa
certain amount of gloom overhanging the publie lifa
of India because Mahatmaji hss tried to make of
Guruvayur temple entry ‘& test oase as to the
change of heart he expects mmongst caste E_Iindus;
Even here he does not want to give enough time foe
people to think and take stook of their_ position, bu¥
he must put his own limit of time and his_spiritusk
militarism is very disconcerting indeed. Many of
his admirers, who oan be credited with as much
gincerity in their own views as Mshatmaji claim#
for himself, are petting a little impatient sbout the-
attitude taken up by Mahatmaji. A sort of hglplass&.
ness i3 oreeping into this aspect of public life in that
many people have begun to exclaim in px_-wstejg
“ What oan we do if the Mahatmaji is determined to
make & martyr of himself? We are helpless and:
may probably be powerless to prevent it. * !

1t were a calamity indeed if he should start ow
another fast, but here again sll his follov.va_rs fpllo_vr
him with such unquestionable and implioit faith in
his opinions that they will not pause and think. Per-f
haps they feel that the cause is so big, and the leader,
of the cause is also so big, that it ir of no consequen~
oo whatsoever if the hearts of a handful of orthodox:
Hindus are broken and if the opinion of others, who~
hold different views to Mshatmaji's are unheeded..
Great things are never done without sacrifices, Here
the balance of advantage will have to be struck by’
weighing Mahatmaji's opinions and Mahatmajis lifes
against the cherished faith and belief of perhaps Iskhs
of caste Hindus. . It is after all a matter of opiulon

‘when such moral issues are to be decided as to whioch

is a bigger sacrifice. All these arguments c_lea.r!y
indicate that the fast is unequivocally coercive 1o
gonception and execution.

Whether Mahatmaiji dies s natural desth or a
self-inflicted violent death, his great work enduresy
his name will be uttered in grateful reverence in :ml-i_;
lions of homes in India; historians are sure to des-!
oribe him es one of the outstanding figures of the
world; religiously-minded people may even consider
him an * Avatar.* But God, baving ohosen a human:
form, seems to have also left some human traits in:‘
Mahatmaji, It is this touch of ordinary humani
nature in Mahatmaji that makes him take up the-
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\ttitude he has unfortunately taken in this great
work of uplift of Harijans., - :

While on thissubject, it may be doubted whether
t* is permissible to make use of the resources of a
vell-organized political institution like the Indian
Yational Congress for goading the public into a
ourse of aotion not by reasoned pereuasion, but with
he ultimatum of the greatest soul of India threaten-
ng otherwise to pass away from our midst,

. ) . G.

RELIEF OF UNEMPLOYMENT.

MERGENCY WORK RELIEF., By JOANNA C
< CoLoorD, WILLIAM O. KOPLOVITZ AND RU3-

* 8ELL H. KURTZ, ( Russell Sage Foundation) |

! 1932. 240m. 286p— s 1'50:

JWRING the winter of 1930-31 an extrnordinsry.

mount of unemployment prevailed in the United
tates of Amerion, and relief in the shape of work to
he unemployed was organised in over 200 eities which
ad a populationexceeding 25,000 persons, and insome
nral eommunes. Information by means of & que-
tionnaire was collected from most of then and some
hirty selected commmunities were visited by the
uthors, The present volume, which oontains the
ssulte of the enquiry, is in three parts. Part 1, deal-
ng with the development of work relief, may be said
o be an introductory ohapter; Part II contains the
sport of 26 ocommunities inciuding New York,
lhioago and Philadelphia; sud Part LII contains the
seommendations of the authors regarding the setting
p of 8 programme of work relief.

The U.S. A, did not adopt the English dole

yatem of ralief but adopted that of providing work,
t was organised, supsrvised and financed by looal
uthorities, assisted ic many oases by committees of
oluntary helpers. Relisf was confined in some cases
» citizens, but in all oases to residents in the respect-
ve looal areas. The work given wag generally
eavy out-door work such asroad-making, the improve-
1ent of parks and the repairs of public buildings,

Vages were oalculated orn an hourly or daily basis |

nd were generally not much below the usual wage
ot the kind of work that was given. But as the looal
ufhorities surely did not have unlimited funds at
10ir disposal, they elected to give intermittent
mployment—such as for only two or three days in
18 week or two or three hours a day—on the normal
rage iIn preference to continuous work on a greatly
sduced wage, The wages were mostly paid in cash
in ooin or by cheques) but in some oases they were
afd in kind by means of orders on_grocers. The
uthors of the enquiry upbold the normal wage, with,
! necessary, intermittent employment, as’ it avoids
oniliot winl:.n labour unions which are more touchy
beut the daily rate of pay than the weskly earnings.
'hough paymeunt of wages in kind is intended to help
e wage-earnar in spending his wage on the more
sspntial things of life, the suthors of the present
olume are not in favour of ita adoption, beoause it
nposes an unhealthy control over the wage-earner
nd also leads to favouritism in the meleotion of
rooers and to otherabuses,

* To the kind of relief dealt with here, a parailel
n our country is famine relief, But we have had so
nuok famine experiemce in the past that we have
frawn up a Famine Qode whioh meets almost every
ofnt that is likely to arise in administering relief,
Jur Code was drawn up some thirty years ago, when
eal oldtime famines uwsed to ooour. But now
ommunications in tha whole world have so muoh
mproved that no actual shortage of foodstuffs -is
ikely to ooour in any country or even part of a

country, When the monscon fails in any part of

India now-a-dnys, what weara faced with is unemploy-~ -

ment of agricultirists on a large scale and not actual
shortage of foodstuffa in the markets, Our Famins
Code therefore needs to berevised to suit the changed
conditions, but the experience of the U. 5. A, as
recorded in the present volume and of othercountries,
is not likely to be of much help to.us as our con-
ditions are =0 different from theirs, But in industrial
cities like Bombay, Ahmedabad and Caloutta the
conditions are nearer to those of the Amerioan cities

and the present volume will be found suggestive by

them, _
V. VENEATASUBBAIYA,

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN RUSSIA.
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. By NICHOLAS

BERDYAEV. (Sheed & Ward, London.) 1931,

200m. 95p. 2/6. -

THE suthor of this book is a Russian philosopher,
who has seen the vicissitudes of modern Russian

' life. A man of ‘profound Christian faith, a frank
. aritic of institutions, Nicholas Berdyaev suffered like
- many of his compeers for his views during the reign _

-~

of the Tsar as well as during  Bolshevik rule. -

' Before he was expslled by the Bolshevika from Russia

along with the other intelleotuals, he had filled with

- distinction the chair of philosophy in the University
. of Mosocow. : S

The book under review -gontains translations in’
English of his two illuminating essays: one on

' Russian Religious Psychology and the other on, the
the Religion of Communism. In his chapter on the

Russian Religious Psychology the author traces the
evolution of religious thought, and the motives and

 the deeper ourrents that ran through the religious life

of Russia during the last two or three centuries. For

‘long past Catholicism was the professed faith of the
" Russians, Later with the growth of enlightenment

and reason among a small section of Russians, differ-
ences arose oreating smong the people religious
gchisms, They can be classified under two heads.
One of the schismatio belonged to the orthodox section

. whioh believed Russia to be the depository of true

orthodox Christianity ; the other was a reforming sect
which wanted to do away with priests and the Catho-
lic heirarchy and the Church as well. The latber
sohool was nthilistio in its oharacter not oanly in
religious matters but'in social, political and economio
matters too. This had its repercussions on the thought

-and life of & large section of Russians in the last
cantury. The Russian intelligentia in parti-

ocular, by its persistent propaganda, gathered a follow-

_ing which was nihilistio and militant in its attitude
" towards the then existing order of things in Russia,

which enslaved the large mass of the proletariat.

In the long 1ist of such eminent Russian nihilists the

author mentions the name of one Beelinsky. “If I

were Tsar,” he is said to have declared, “I would be

a tyrant.” He had for his motto “socialism or death.™

| His oonviction was “Every one must be happy

and suffering has no right to exist.”

This teaching combined with those of Karl Marx
paved the way for Communism which has for its
motto “God must be denied in order that the Kingdom
of God may come on earth., Karl Marx deolared
thas religion was the “opium of the psople’ and that
religious faith was the greatest obstacle to the eman-
cipasion of the proletariat. The learned author, who
isa strong believer inthe saving graoe of Christianity,
admits that Communism is the logioal outocome of the

narrow outlook, bigotry, superstitions- and irreligious

life of the Russian Church and its priests.
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. The.second essay: deals- with Communism- as a
religion. and: pleads. that “the proletariat: should be
adored as tha.chosen. peaple of God.” The: author’s
description of Communism. ag a social force and his
own:criticisms of it as an anti-religious movement
is. very stimulating reading. The - author, who is.a
pipus.Christian, evidently entertains no. sympathy
for:Communism. He finds. cause for such new anti-
religious movements like. Communigm in the- fact
that “Christianity hag not put its truth in-full living
practice.’ He:.gives 8 warning.to his coreligionista
that unlase there is a. “Christian revival in the world,
» rebirth not only among the elite, but also among
the great massss.of people; the, atheistic Communism
will canquer the whole world.”

Though the booksuffers from repetitions of thought
and idess.one. i8, baundito sayi thal it affords.interest-
ing reading and a perusal of the book wiil enable the
render b0 understand the deeper- currents-in - Russian
life thatifinally oulpinated;in .Communism;

S, R, VENRATARAMAN..

Misrellaneons,
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MR. N. M. JOSHI'S SPEECH.

On the last .day' of the Round Table Conference,
Mr. N. M. Joshi made the following speech summing up
the resulls of the Conference :— ‘

R. Seoretary of State, the greatest achievemen; -

‘ of the thres sessions of the Round Table

" Conference has undoubtedly been the bringing -
of an All-India Fedaration into the sphere of practical
politics. For this result eredit is due to the . Indign,
States for their readiness to make a common cause .
with British India ; to British India for its readinese

to make sacrifices for the sake of the whole ocountry ;
and to t.he Britieh Government for their acceptance
of the inevitability of respensible central govern-
ment a8 the immediate next step. Although wa
rejoice at this result, we cannot shut our eyes .to the
difficulties and deficiencies that still remain to be
overcowne in order to avoid disappointment, By mak-
ing the entry of the Indian States into the Federation

an essential. condition of central responsibility, the.

British Government has placed British India at the
mercy of the Indian States, with the result that the
Indian States refuse even to say by what method
they would select their representatives to, the Cham-
bers of the Legislature, as if it is not a.matter of
comrmon concern. The mutual distrust . between the
British Government and the Indian people, has.led
to a meticulous definition of safeguards and reser-
wvatione by the British‘Govemmant. keeping dissatis.
faction and apprekension alive in the minds of the
British Indian representatives. As a representative
of Labour, I am' keenly disappointed that the need
for the constitutional protection of the Indian masses
and the workers has almost altogether receded .into
the background by the absorption of interest and at-
tention in the protection of the racial and religious
minorities. While ropresentation was readily given to
the sroall communitios like the Sikhs, the Kuropeans
and the Anglo-Indians, the right of representation of
more than fifty millions of 1ndian workers was tardi-
1y recognised and the aboriginal and hill tribes, whq
number in British Indla more thanten millions, were
entirely forgotten,

Self-government: has no meaning te the Indiant
masses, the workers and the. aborigines, unless thes
constitution is fully demooratised, and the classes
who are the backbone, of the nation receive their.
due shars of influence and power. Franchise has,
been. extended, but property. still remains its;
basis,, The. Indian industrial workers have been
given same representation, but it is inadequate; the
representation given to the aboriginal and hill tribes
is insignifioant. In the Central Provines, whare
their population is more than one-sixth of the wholae,
they are given one seatout of 112: In the Central
Legislature ne-representation. is given to thess classes.
I am glad that at Ieast some members of the Confer-
ente expressed: themgeives.: in; favour of. inoreasing
thg Liabour representation in the popular Chamber..
Fundamental rights have been olaimed for the pro-
tection of property, race, religion, caste, oreed and

| language, so that India may becoms an open field
for the exploitation of the masses, a. battle-field. for

religious feuds;. and a Tower of Babel. L hope they
will atleast give to the masses the right to work and
live. In.the delimitation of.the federal field for
legislation the. Indian workers' claim for common
protective legislation for the whole of the Federation.
-is mot yet conceded, Without this right the Indian:
workers would even lose the small protection which
the.International Liabour Organisation of the League
of- Nations affords to them. The.worizers of Indim
want.no barriets against their movement from one
unit- of Federation into another, Buf if emigra-

. tion from and immigration inte British India only

in.made a federal subject, leaving emigration from
and immigration into Indian States solely under: the
control of the States, the workers of British India are
placed in & disadvantageous. positiorx 1 make an
appesl that, in the future stages of the consitutional
discussions, the interests of the Indian- workers and
of the helpless aboriginal tribes will not be negleoted,
but will receive their due recognition. Let me give
8 warning regarding: the danger of not leaving
adequate constitutional scope. for the protection of
the. interssts of those who are poor and illiterate.

In conclusion, I wish to support wholeheartely
the powerful appeal made by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapm
for the unconditional release of Congressmen from
jail. Let there be no huckstering spirit displayed 3
.generosity alone-will lead o peaceand reconoiliation,
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