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Qopics of the a¥eek.
Seek"s 'P;-.‘a.ce and En;ue lt; o '

L.ORD SANKEY'S appes]l to Mahattna Gandhi in
his “Letter to an Indian Friend” to abandon oivil dis-
obedience and ocg-operate in the common task of
bhemmering out a oconstitution may be taken as an
earnest that Government will not impose any humili.
ating conditions upon the Mghatma 3if the labter is
now prepared to revise his programme. But it would
appear that Government would insist npon one con-
dition, viz that the abandonment of civil disobedience
and adoption of co-operation must be the act notof
the Makbatma alone, but of his followers too. " If Mxr.
Gandhi made a great gesture and dropped the weapon
of vivil disobedience and with his followera oifered
to co—o%erate." gays Lord Sankey, “the whele situation
would be transformed™, 1t is possibie that he wished to
underline and emphasjze tha words *with his fellow-
ers.’ If he did, ss is likely, thereason for % must be the
feeling that thaugh the Mahatma is accommedating
and reasonable, nct so are all his Heutenants. But
we do not believe thatthe Mahatma would find toe
muoh difficulty in getting his lieutenants, whatever
their personal opinions may be, to give am under-
taking that they shall loyally support the Mahatme
if he should think that ecircumatances mow wmake it
expedient for tbe Congress to ohange its poliey.

Whatever Mahatmaji sccepts will be accepted by the |
Congress as & body. That being our belief, ‘we de '
not ¢ee why & mavs should not be made immedintely
to pet the Mahatma at iiberty and sscura his presence

at the session of the Round Tabla Conference whish
will open next Monday. It is hard to beliove that the

Mahatma is not at least as anxiows to ead the present |

stalemate as the Britiah Governmaent is, judging from
the Lord Chaneellor's article,

L] * -

| Laboar Represestalion,

QUR Lorndon correspondent wmentions in his dis-
patch publiched on a later page a rumour that was
then cwrrent in London to the effect that the rebre-
gentatives of women and labour, who ware appointed
to the third R. T. C, as an after-thought, apparently
on pressure being brought to bear on Sir Samuel
Hosre by persons and todies of weight in London,
were in the warrant of appointment placed ona
Jower footing than other members; that while others,
originally intended to represent one inferest or
ancther, were expected to 4ake parbin dircussions
relating #o all subjeats, Mrs. Shah Nawsz and Mr.
Joshi were xestricted to subjects aiffeoting women and
lavour respectively. In this country, too, thers was
not only a like rumour, but the press agencies known
to bs very clome ta Government, in announcing
Govarnment’s intention to add the representatives of
labour and women, used language which lent colour
to the rumour that thess would not be permitted to
express views on any subject which was not specially
entruated to their charge., Buf if Government had
contemplated placing any such limitation on their
range of scticn, it will not be in force. At any rate
wo.are in s position to make this statement far Mz,
Joshi, [pr he made ik clear to the authorities concern-
ad when an invitation to attend the Confsrence was
gent to him $hat he qould not accept it subject to
any condition limiking his rightio participate in the
york of the Conference, and it was only when an
assurance was given that he was abt liberty to
speak on every question which might interest him,
whether it concerned labour or not, that he consent-
ed io attend the Conference. Wa believe that Mrs.
Shah Nawaz also will similarly be free to take part
in the discussion of any subject she likes. Both Mr,
Joshi and she will be full membars of the Confarencs;
they will not he in the position of experts called in
fo advise only on particular questions.

%* *» *

Odtawe ins the Asaembly. .

DISCUSSIONS took place for three days im fhe
Asgembly on a resolution tabled by the Commerce
Member in support of the Ottawa trade agreement
between India and Great Britain, The A. P, 1. reporte
of the prooeedings have been, as usual, so had and
meagre that we must confess 0 our Inability e
assess ab $heir proper werth the spseches made by the
official and non-official protagonists of the agreement.
Fortunately, however, there is no urgent need for any
comment upon our part en their performance, for, at
the instance of non-official members, the sgreament
fhas been referved for a fortnight’s examination by »
sommittes of members assisted by evidence nroand
con from experts. A request for such a refarence had
{0 be agreed to by Geoverpment because 8ir Joseph
Bbore made a surprising statoment in his speach that
the agreement did net need affirmative satification at

dhe hands of the Hounse for & to come inbo eoffects
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that it would automatically come into force on 15th
November and thus secure for Indian goods exported
to Great Britain continuance of the immunity from
the 10 per cent. ad walorem import duty which the
country was now enjoying;and that all that the
House could do to the agreement was to repudiate it,
if it wo chose, in which case it would cease to be
operative six months after the repudiation. If legalliy
the question stood in that posture, there was no
reason why the whole agreement ghould not undergo
detailed expert examination by a Tariff Board such
as the Fiscsl Commission has recommended before
the adoption of a system of imperial preference. To
this Government would not agree, but they could not
decently refuse the exceedingly modest request of a

rapid general review of the agreement by a|

committee of the Assembiy to be finished within
two weeks. The committee have already entered
upon their labours, and it is very much to be hoped
that all those who have bestowed eareful study on
the subjeci—and from the number of contributions
that appear in the Press and in book form they would
appear o be a legion—would lend all the assistance
they ocan to the committee in coming to a right

decigion on this Important and rather intricate

subject.
* * +*

-

India Delegation’s Impressions.

THE Indian League delegation which spent a
busy three months in this eountry sailed for England
on Mondsy before last. As will be recalled, the de-
legation visited Indis in order to study the situation
here at first hand, considerable difficulty being ex-
perienced in England in getting authentic Indian
news, thanks mainly to the existence of the censorship
and the working of the Ordinances. From the state-
ment issued by the delegation prior to its embarkation,
the Indian situation would appear to have made the
same impression on its members as it would make on
any body of sympathetic and unbiassed observers.
Despite communal differences which had resally fo do
with the distribution of powers among the different
sections under swaraj, the delegation found the coun-
try united in its desire for self-government and in
its opposition to the rule by ordinances. The distrust
of the bona fides of the British (Government wag
general and extended even to the moderate sections of
Indian politicians,

With regard to the constitution-building now
in progress, the delegation believes with progres-

sive Indian opinion that with a view to ensur. I
! organisers of the protest to do so isa lame excuse for

ing the acceptability of the prospective Indian con-
stitution to the people and its harmonious working,
it was necessary to securs the effective co-operation
of the Congress, “the strongest political party,” in the
work of hemmering out the constitutional details.
The stories about the Indian villager being perfectly
unconecerned about the political future of his mother-
land or unaffected by the present ordinance regime,
the delegation found on personal inquiries to
have been & myth. Not only that. * He
is fully aware of his plight and its economic and
polition]l causes. Heis no admirer of the ‘ British
Raj' ... Helooks on the Congressman as his friend.”
The delgation's observation had led it to the coneiu-
gion that in the fight for freedom Indian womanhood
was playing a glorioua part. .
Amazing as it may strike many in India, th
delegation endorses the British die-hards’ demsand
for higher pay and better conditions for the police
in its rank and file. * Indeed”, eays the delega-
tion in justification, “it is one of the most dis-
turbing factors of the present situation that they
are an ill-paid, ill-disciplined and ill-educated
body of men holding in their hands (even in

the lower ranks) very wide powers which place
the liberty, property and self-respect of innooent
people at stheir mercy." The delegation made
it & point to investigate complaints of ill-treat-
ment in jails but were handioapped by want of
facilities. It was however able to visit eight jails and
interview s number of ex-prisoners in different parts
of the country. These inquiries have driven the
delegation to the conclusion that“ ill-treatment of
political priscners is widely prevalent”.

The delegation did not for reasons which can
be easily appreciated neglect the official world
altogether, The impression left on its mind by
its contaot with officials, both British and Indian,
was that they were out -of touch and out of
‘sympathy with the masses. The situation in
the North-West Frontier Province also claimed the
dolegation’s attention. Its genersl impression formed
after & visit to that province'is that ‘“‘repression has
been, and is, ad severe that bitter and passionate
regentment is felt throughout the villages of this
ares.” -
) o R *

Waik-out in the Punjab.

1:AST week the Hindu and Sikh mewmbers of the
Punjab Legislative Council walked out of the Coun-
oil in order to express their sense of keen dissatisfac-
tion with the communal award of the British Gov-
ernment. This hed slready found so repeated and
empbatic an expression that one may be permitied to
doubt whether in the sbsence of this fresh protest .
there was any danger of the British Government be- .
ing left in the dark as to the state of public feeling
inthe province on the subject. Thias is not to say -
that any more expressions of disapproval of the
award are superfluous. Repoated protests doubtless
have their own value in politics. Only they should
be organised in a manner which will not react on
ourselves, Walk-out unfortunately is a form of pro-
test which harms our own cause more than it hits the
Government, as the Indian public knows to its cost;
and if the partioipants in the Punjab walk-out had
not turned a blind eye to past experience, it is more
than doubtful whether they would have resorfed to
this most infructuous way of registering their protest. .

Thé demonstration would perhaps have gained in
speotacular effect if all the elected members belong-

'-ing to the two minority communities in the provinoce

inoluding even the Non-Muslim Ministers had jo_in_ed
in the walk-out, But they did not. That the Minis-
tors and the Deputy President were not asked by the -

their uninterrupted continuance in their seats in the
Council, if, as we are asked to believe,
their resentment against the award was not less deep-
seated than that of those who actuslly lefi the
Counoil. Apart from this, the fact was that only 28
out of a total of 37 Hindu and Sikh elected members
attended on the day marked out for the demonstra-
tion and of these not more than 18 saw fit to with-
draw from the ‘Council as s mark of protest. It
would of course be wrong to infer from these figures,
as the defenders of the award would be inclined to
do, that the public dis-satisfation with the award was
after all not very widespread. As Chaudhari Cbhptu—
Ram, himself an opponent of the walk-out, points
out in his latter to the press, “this low percentage is
no index of the universal sense of injustice and re-
sontment caused by .the Premier's award”. Thus
even from the spectacular point of view the demons-
tration can hardly be said to have served its purpose,

Raja Narendranath, leader of the protasters,
wanted to make a statement in justification of the
proposed step and in explanation of its nature, buk
was prevented from doing so by the ruling of the
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President. Had he been given an opportunity, the
statement would baveset out the reamsons why the
Hindu and Sikh communities in Punjab are so deeply
incensed by the award witk which everybody in In-
dia has by now been familiarised and would have
made it clesr that the seceders were mnot indulging
in a permanent withdrawal from the Councii but fully
Toserved to themselves the liberty of returming fo it

with s view to taking part in ite deliberations “on

special ocoagions,”

Wheonever they may deem fit to attend the
Counoil in the future, the immediate effect  of
their absence was felt in full force by the non-
Muslim ministers whose demands for grants amount-
ing to several lakbs of rupees were turned down by
very small majorities by a oombination of their
Muslim opponents and the Sikh and Hindu oppo-
nents of the walk-out, They showed no inclination
to consider the demands on their merits but seemed
determined to take an unfair advantage of the situa-
tion in which the ministers were left owing to the
woluntary absence Q.f their supporters, To impartial
observers, the rejection of the demands made poesibie

by the walk-out would appear as wanton.
' ~ % »* ™

-

Band and Body-guard,

THE Bengal Retrenchment Commitiee has
suggested economies which, if given effect to, would
effect n paving of nearly Rs. 2 crores, Buf it is diffi-
oult to believe that its resommendations exhaust all
acope for further reduction in publioc expenditure,
Teke the case of the Divisional Commissioners. These
" officers ara generally looked upon as a fifth wheel in
the coach, the disappearance of which will hardly afiect
administrative efficiency. One wonders why the
Comimittee could not persuade itself to recommend
their total abolifion instead of a mere reduoction in
their number, It is a matier for satisfaction that the
Qovernor's Householdreceived the Committea’s atten-
tion. There is & general tenddnoy to look upon this
head of expenditure as sacrosanct—fo suggest any
reduction in which would almost amount to a
sacrilege. The Bengsl Committee’s recommendations
in this behalf, though by no means thorough-going,
would go far to remove this illusion. Looking
into the Governor's expenses, the Committee has come
to the conolusion that some reduction in the Band
and Bodyguard establishments and His Exosllency’s
tour expenses wes quite possible. Wa oannot help
thinking that it might as well hava recommended the
total sbolition of the Band and Bodyguard establish.
ments. ’

The latter is a relic of less peaceful times when
the Governor travelled by road and was exposed
to the risk of personal -asssult. The times have
changed and the means of loocomotion have been
revolutionised, 80 muoh so that the time does not
seem to bo far distant when even the heads of pro-
vi_noes would copy the example of the present
Viceroy and would be doing their touring in mero-
planes. Even as things are, the bodyguard is
without work for a large part of the year and wouid
continue to have less and less of it, as the provinces
ocome to enjoy autonomy. To allow its continu-
ance in these dircumstances is to tolerate a wanton
waste of public. money, whioh would be inexcus-
able at all times, but is more 80 now, The same
msy be said about the Governor's Band.

Our views derive added strength from the expres-
sion of identical sentiments by no lesa a person than
a former Commander-in-Chief, Sir O'Moore Creagh.
In ome of his books, after explaining how the
military value of the Bodyguards was, owing to
their I}lmut’fiuitml: training, practioally nil, he
says: "It seems ourious that when such energetic

demands were perpetually made for the redue-

tion of military expenditure, these bodyguards

have been allowed to continue. ™ About the band

establishments also he is no less explieit. “ They

( the body-gueards ) are not the only pseudo-military:
bodies attached to the households of these satraps

(the Viceroy and Governors) who also keep up strong

bands composed of ex-British soldiers. This iz an,
exiravagance for which there i3 no excuse; if these offi-

cials require bands and body-guards for eeremonial

cooasiona they oould get them tewsporarily, when

raquired, from the nearest garrison,” (Italics ours.)
If even the present financial crisis cannot serve as a

justification for the abolition of these exponsive

superfluities wherever they exist, one wonders what.
will. . . .

Kolhapur in 1930-1931.

THE administration report of Kolhapur State for
1930-31 shows that its net revenue was a little in
excess of Rs. 49 lakhs, out of which tbe palace ex-
penses consumed nearly Rs. 1134 lakhs or more than
three times the net expenditure on education and
medioeal relief. Assuming that the usual subterfuge
of debiting a part of expenses whioh, being really
incurred for the comfort of the ruler and his
family, instead of being inocluded in palace expen-
ses, are debited to difforent heads of State expenditure
is not resorted to in the present case, the proportion
which the palace expenses basar tothe net ravenue
is, as will be easily sean, not very much below 25
per cent. And yet we are asked to beliave that “the
budget assigns most of the income of the yaar to the
well-being of the peopla”! The proportion will doubt-
tess strilke right-thinking people as unduly high.
Cannot His Highness the Msaharaja be prevailed
upon to see the desirability of redusing his personal
expenses on 8 considerable soals so thal-they should
bear some reasonable relation to the income of
his State ?

During the year under report education seems
to have made only a elight advance. The number
of educational institutions increased by 14 from 643
{0 657, while the number of students went up from:
36,400 to 38,000, With a total population of over 914
lakhs, tho State has a school-age population of
143,500. In other words, the number at present in
receipt of instruection is only about one-fourth of thak
to be brought to school if the State is to be
blessed with wuniversal 1literacy. Though' the
report does not specially mention it, compulsory
primary education has been for vears in operation
in some parts of the Statebut does not appear to hava
very much aococelerated the paca of its educational
progress, In this oconnection it may bes suggested
to the State suthorities that the administeation report
should every year give detailed information as to
the working of compulsory education, for it Is an
experiment in which even people outside are intorest-
od.. It will be a source of .considerable satisfaction
fo the educationists in Poona who devised what
is known as the shift system inthe primary education
controversy of 1920 that while the system is virtu-
ally condemned by the Education Department in
Bombay, it has been found useful by the Kolhapur
State as facilitating the expansion of education with
not much additional cost. We are pieased to note
that special attention is paid to the education of
the depressed classes. This is not surprising ina
State whose general outlook towards these classes
as exemplified in its recent manifesto opening the
doore of temples to them is liberal. The students
of this class are, we read, allowed to mix freely
with students of the touchable classes with the
result that no separate schools are maintained for
them. While al] this is to be welcomed, the State
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authorities would do wsell never to lose sight of
the fact that what has been accomplished so fsr in
regard to the spresd of literacy, is but a small
part of what remsins to be mchieve

Lastly, we would like to take this oppor-
tunity to impress on the ruler the extreme desirability
of taking early steps to associate the people with
the administration, The rights of local self-gowern~
ment were conferred upon them more than five years
ago with a view apparently to training them for gelf-
government in a higher sphere. This experiment has
been favourably commented upon and the paople
seem to bave acquifted themselves well of the res-
ponsibilities entrusted to them. Their fitness for
self-government has thus been proved beyond doubf.
Why should not further opportunities of service be
now opened out to them by the establishment of
a representative assembly on the lines of the provin-
oial councils in British India? It need hardly be
pointed out that such & step will be in accord with
the democratic spirit of the time and is urgently
needed to satisfy the sspirations of His Highness's
pubjects. It looks odd that while smaller States in
this part of the country should vie with one an-
other in establishing Legislative Councils and thus
associating the people with the administration, the
premier one, Kolhapur, should show no activity what-
ever in that direction,

articles.

AGREEMENT ON SIND?

REAT jubilation was said to prevail at the Unity
Conference in Allahabai on ti.z »voning of the
13th instant, when we are assured a satisfactory

solution of & well-nigl. insoluble problem, to wit
Sind, was reached. The text of this agreed solution
is now available, and one ean judge for oneself what
ground exists in it for the congratulations so enthu-
giastically and universally exchanged st the Confer-
ence. It may be that in matters in which sentiment
enters as 8 chief factor reason should not obtrude
itself too much, but we must own to an utter inabi-
lity on our part to comprehend what precisely is the
eont: " "~ that thia Conference purporte to make
to the solution of this question,

As we have always envisaged the problem of
Sind egince the firast Round Table Confersnee, there is
goneral agreement that Sind should be constituted a
separate province provided it can shift for itseif
without making a raid on the revenues of the Central
Government. The chief difficulty has been fo find
out what would be the size of its deficit and how
Sind would be able to meet it. On this financial aspect
of tho question, which every one thought was the
only one on which there were differences outstand-
ing, investigations have been made by R.T.C. Com-
mittees, and the pubject as reported upon by these
Committees will come up before the third Round
Table Conference., Has the Unity Confersnce secu-
red an sgreement onthis vexed question? Not yeb
Af the end of this month a confewence of leaders will
be held—for what ? For * eonsidering the question of
appointing & committes, ., . and of plasing the report
of the committee before the people. * It may bé that

this is the most satisfactory way of dealing with
the matter. But since the committea is yet to find &
solution which will be acoeptable to the peopls, ias
there not some risk of the joy end satisfaction express
ed at the Conference turning ont  little premature ?

The Unity Conference has no doubt tackled other
sspects of the question, bui they are aspects which
one would have thought might have batter been left
alone till the prineipal difficulty was got out of the
way. Of courss the financial is not the only difficulty;
ofhers will arise thereafter, But no one thought that
they would be insoluble. They would be of a piece
with the difficulties encountered in handling all
minority questions, They hardly required any
separate treatment, But it is precisely these which
the Unity Conference tried to surmount imme-
diately. They have deeided upon joint electorates
with reservation of seats, but we do not know:
whether with of without the Mahomed Ali quali-
fication. We cannot believe that much difficulty :
was experienced in arriving ac this decision. Oppo-
sition to joint eloctorates bas proceceded from
Muglims. Bub in Sind the minority community is
Hindue, who have never offered any serious opposi-
tion to joint electorates. At any rateif is unthink- |
able that when Muslims have agreed to joint oleo-
torates (and it is upon this i:sting that the Sind ques-
tion was apparently considered } Hindus will stick
out for communal electorates, Hindus arealso offered’
weightage : Muslims could not possibly with-
hold it in & province where there is no danger of
weightage given to .. =. iy coverting it into
s majority. The Conference hasalso agreed to &
certain proportion being reserved for Hindus in
the Cabinet. Muslims could not possibly oppose
such demands, seeing that they themselves put them
forward {n provinces in which they are in a
minority. But the question is whether Hindus by’
exacting this concession from Muslims should agree .
to similar proportions being reserved for Muslims in
other provincas, We for our parb cannot see any
reason to congratulate the Conference upon this part
of the decision. It is whoily retrograde and ouvght
to be resisted, in its appli:c*'~nto Hindus in Sind’
or to Muslims in other provinoes.

We have no desire to comment upon the
amount of weightage given to Hindus. They form
26 per cent, of the population in Sind, but are to be
guaranteed 37 per cent.of the total numbar of seats
in the Houee ( including special oconstituencies ).
Perhaps they would form something like 40 per eent-.
of the seats allotted to general territorial constituen-,
cies. Compromises on the amount of weightage are,
inevitable, and ever this large weighlage may be.
desirable and legitimate, though we are not in a poa-g
tion to expreus an opinion thercon. Another matter,
which has been exercising the minds of the Hmdus;
in Sind is the possibility of tacial or oommunali
legislation om the lines of $he Punjab Land Alie
tion Aot being intredweed intethe new Couneil. On
this however, ne definite agresment has beerr resahed,
but 1t i left to Sir Shah Nawaz Bhutto and Professor
Chablani between theni to arrive af a deffnition of
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“agriculturist” which will be free from the objec-
tion of being based upon communal distinctions, The
Hindus apparently set much store by an’ admission
secured from the Muslims who were present attheCon-
ference that the separationof Sind is made contingent
upon central responsibility being conferred upon

Indis, Frankly, we do nof attach much importance

to this, No compromise has the least chanee of accep-
tanoe In India which will not provide for central re-
spousibility, and even without an express stipulation
to the above effect the proposed arrangement with
regard £o S8ind and everything else will in effecé come

to be held up, if the new constitusion stops at pro-
vinoial autonomy,

Wa go back to our original point, wiz that
with the financial question still unsolved, the Sind
guestion cannot be said to have been solved. It
is possible that the Conference has brought the aolu-
tion of the former nearer and’ that the next Confer-
enceto ba convened for this epecial purpose will
effect 8 complete solution of if. We hope so ; but it
would be the part of prudence to reserve one’s conm-
gratulations for the day when the task will be
brought to a definitive conelusion,

A RING-FENCE EMPIRE.

HE inclusion of the non-self-governing colonies
within the ambit of preferential tariffs is claimed
by “ imperial statesmen ™ as the most outstand-

ing merit of the Ottawa agreements, That, however,
from the point of view of principle, forms the most
vioious part of this bargain. 1t was (3reat Britain's
bonst 8o long that her colonial empire was governed
in such a manner that in its administration she did
not seek any direct profit or exclusive privileges for
herself ; that her rule was serupulously disinterested ;
that she studied the well-being of the natives; and
that in fact her practices always conformed to the
practices which the League of Nations had now pre-
soribed to the mandatory powers in regard to the
mandated ocouniries. Whatever justification there
was for such a clsim previously will now wholly
disappear. :

For one of the most important provisions em-
bodied in the A and B olass mandates is that which
establishes an Open Door or complets equality of
opportunity in the economio sphere, The open door
policy enjoined by the League upon all mandstory
powers debars.them from receiving preferential treat-
ment in fthe matter of tariffs from the countries
committed to their oharge. This of conrse is un-
doubted. The Indian delegation admits it unreserved.
1y in Chapter V of its report, wherain it tries to justify
its recommendation that although mandated territories
which Great Britain administers for the League
are presiuded by the terms of the mandates from
giving a preference to India, nevertheless India
should give a preference to them along with other
colonies. It may be, aa the delegation says, thatin
this way India will give a trifle but receive much in
return, This may be good from India’s stand-point,
but i€ 8o, Is it not elearly to the disadvantage of the
colonies? Does it not mesan that Qreat Britain will
make her oclonies pay at least in part for the advan-
tages she will receive from this country ? One of the
most objeotionable features of imperialism which the
League atiempted to remedy in its mandate system
was that the Powers often olaimed the exclusive right
to exploit the subject country’s raw materials and
imposed upon it a preferential tariff system in order
to provide a sure market for their surplus manu-
faotured goods. The mandates therefore rigidly forbid
every kind of discrimination, whether in fact it is
caloulated to favour the mandatory powers or not

By her Ottawa agreements Great Britain has declared
in a flagrant manner that she will not respect such .
prohibitions.

" Indeed, even before the mandate system came into
operation it was generally recognised that the fiscal
systems of all countries possessing colonies must ba
fres from diserimination in favour of themselves,
Great Britain herself, when she transferred control of
Papus to Australia in 1887, incorporated in the
Papuan charfer not only provisions safeguarding the
interests of the natives, similar to those contained in
the mandates, but an explicit prohibition against
differential customs duties. The Convention of Saint-
Germain-en-Laye, referred to by the Indian delegation
itself, does the same. In articlo 2 it says: “No
differential treatment shall be imposed upon the said
merchandize on fmportation or exportation, the transit
remsining free from all duties, taxes or dues, other
than those coliected for services rendered.” Every
kind of customs discrimination was thus prohibited
in the treatment of goods, whether as regards origin or
destination, and commercial equality was preseribed
in every respect. No eouniry accepied this rule more
readily than Great Britain, and she did so to put her-
self beyond the reach of suspicion that she was using
her colonies in order to extract economic advantages
for herself from her political control. The point was
well put by Lord Milner in 1892 He said
with réference to the administration of Egypt:
“8o far from unduly favouring the commercial
interests of their own. countrymen, the British admi-
nistrators in Egypt err, if anything, on. the other
side ; 80 intense is the anxiety, that in the position of
trust which they ocoupy they should be above the
least suspicion of partinlity. Neither directly nor
indirectly has Graat Britain drawn from her predo-
minant position any profit at the expense of other
nations.” Thia principle of non-discrimination must
be rigidly observed so long as the colonies are rob
free to arrange their own tarifis; but now Great
Britain has decided to discard it, even at the risk of
incurring the grave suspicion of enriching herself
and now her Dominions, at their axpense.

In Parliament this aspect of the Ottawa agree-
ment was severely animadverted upon by Sir Herbert
Samuel and Lord Arnold ; and outside Parliament too
it is being fiercely criticised by men like Sir Arthur
Salter. The latter says that Ottawa agreements have
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taken the first step towards making thea Empize “ &
closed preserve ” as regards the outsjde world, or s
exploited possesasion™ as against the: natiwes. Lord
Arnold pointed out that British colonial policy would
become, after Ottawsa, the same as. French policy,
-whichy Great Britain prided itself so long upon
eschowing, Except where international agreements
compelled it to establish equality of trade for sl}
nations as in the Conventional Congo Basin, the
French Government pursuee two kinda of fiscal
policies towards its colonies: either it enforoes in
the colonies the same protective system: as obtains in
the home country ( the same system is followed by
the United States in respect of the Philippines and
Hawaii ) or it gives tariff freodom to the colonies,
subject however to the condition that they grant pre-
ferential treatment. to French goods by levying &
surtax on foreign goods. Under either system the
French Government sees o it that trade flows into
France. This polioy of colonial exploitation, however,
is found by actual experience tobe less paying than
the traditional policy of Britain, viz. of the open door.
Britain, however, is now abandoning the open door
in favour of making exolusive trade agreements bet-
ween the mother country and the colonies, which,
when oarried to its extreme, becomes the French
polioy. As Lord Arnold pointed out, the evil effects
of this exclusive policy are best seen by comparing
the state of commerce in the French island of Re-
union and Great Britain’s colony of Mauritius, "These
ielands asre close together, are similar in extent and
fortility and ye! the overseas trade of Mauritius is
about threo times a8 large as the overseas trade of
Reunion.” The Ottawe policy would thusbe, as Lord
Arnold observed, as unfair to the colonies a3 o
foreign countries.

It must also be noted that the mandate system,
which Gresat Britain has now publicly decided not to
follow in its own ocolonies, requires not only that
absolute equality of commeroial treatment be esta-
blished, but that the nationals of all member states of
the League should enjoy, under the protection of the
‘World Court, the same rights asthe nationals of the
mandatory power in respect to “entry, residencs,
protection, acquisition of property and the exercise
of their profession and trade.” What is insisted
upon in the larger League is mob yet possible in
the smaller League of the British Commonwasalth,
While Great Britain has no hesitation in imposing
upon her colonies & protective schedule in
her own interests, she reftises to throw open
to oitizens and subjects of the Empire the clementary
oivio rights which the League throws open virtuaily
to the whole world. There is thus
fication than would appear at first sight in the
demand of Mr. B, Das in the Legislative Assembly
that until at least equal treatment is ensured to
Indians in the British oolonies, India should refuse
to entertain the proposal of granting preferential
tariff treatment to Empire countries,

greater justi-

‘biscameral legislatyres, This was

e

 UNDESIRABILITY OF SEODND CHAMBERS-

'T will be remembhered that the desirsbility oF
. otherwise of sacond chgmbers. in the future con,
stitption of the provinees wasone of the ppint\‘
upon which the Indian Franchjse Gommlttae wag
expectad to pronounce s, decisive opinion. But being
pressed for time and slag holding, the view thaf, thq
issue being reslly a constitukiona) one was beyond, ity
competence, that Committes refrajned from putting
forwand any propossals on the subject, In view, how,
over, of the urgent necessjty of illing in the detaily
of the consgtitutional picture whichis to commence
in right earnest next week in London and to ba
proceeded with thereafter with 38 much expedition as
possible, the matter could obviously not be allowed
to rost there. Steps had te. be taken without delay
tr» ascertain local opinion in the provinces =as
t0 whether it ' favoured the -establishment of
in a way
made inevitable by the clear warning given by
the. Provincial Constitution Sub-committee of the firsl
R. T. C. It made it clear to all concerned that “ thg
decision to incorporate s second chambex in the new
constitution of any province other than Bengal, th«
U. P. and Bihar and Orissa, where opinion in favow
of asecond chamber has already been expressed
should not be taken wuntil opinion in the provins
definitely favours this course.”” Thus if its wishe:
are to be respected, & second chamber cannot b
thrust on any province unless it expressly asks for it
The debates on their desirability or otherwise tha
were 7taised during the last few days
presumably under instructions from the OCantra
Government, in the Legislative Councila of ki
Punjab, Madras, N. W. F. P. and the U, P. wan
arranged with a view ta eliciting non-official opiniq
on the subject, as the neutral attitude adopted by th
reserved half and the nominated officials im all o
them indicates, This was as it should be in view ¢
the inoreasing popularity of second chambera wifl
provineial governments. Originally only three. provi
noes—Bengal, the U. P. and Bihar and Ozissa—wer
in favonur of the establishment of upper houses. Bn
their number went on increasing with the resuli tha
by the time the report of the Franochise Commiktee W
written all provinces except two, viz. Punjab an
0, P, had become firm advocates of second chambare
The resulés of the debates referred to above prav
how widely non-official opinion differs from ¢
offioinl, at any rate in three provinces. Thia is ¢
the place to examine the arguments in favour of .0
against second ohambers. These will be found sdmis
ably summed up in the report of the Franchise Cat
mittee and were in fact more or leas repaated in thes
disoussions, The consideration cited by those wh
gtood for second chambers that & second ohsmbe
often amcted aa acheck on hasty or ill-copaidepe
legislation on the part of the lower house did i«
out much ice with unofficial opinion, seeing ﬂn
this control not infrequently degencrates inte
brake en all progressive legislation, In b
abaomoe of any definite information as to the nabw
of the provincial autonomy to be expeoted a8
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- z¢ault of the London .confabulptions, _thq?_asl_ggbl-i.sh-
ment of second chambers was feared to be Jikely to

havoe the effeot of taking away with one hand what -

wag . given with the other, assuming .the grant of
-sytenomy., was, conceived in &, liberal -spirit oF of
roduocing it to 8 farce in oasa_ it was not pf a subsfan-
tinl nature. There was also the financial aspect of

the question which in the present depleted state of the .

provinoial finances, wag, by .no, mesns  unimportant.
With such: weighty considerations pointing, to the
andesirability of -second chambers, the manner in
which the question was disposed of in three out of
“the four provinces need cauge no surprise,

THE PROBLEM . OF CRIMINAL TRIBES.
A A :
CRIMINAL, TRIBES SETTLEMENTS.

ITH the object of reolaiming the Criminal
Tribes and msaking their members useful and
peace-loving oitieena of soociety, the local Goverr.-
ments of some of the provinces and presidencies have
-egtablished Settlements for them in which their
members who show distinet. eriminal tendencies are

interned. In the Bombey Presidenoy registered’

members of eriminal tribes, who have committed. four
or more than four offences or who haye been con-
victed of one offence or more than one, for which they
have besn sent to jail for & period of four years, are
sent to the Settlements after their release from jail.
The term for internment in the Seitlement is goneral-
1y six yoars, after which period the settler is released
-on probation, provided he shows signs of reform and
a clean record during the period of his stay inthe
Settlement, -
The Settlenents are barbed wire enclosures
where the inmates are given iand upon which o
build their huts, and where they live with their

families, Suoh Bettlements are generally.starfed in-

big oities and industrial centres, so that it may not be
found difficul} to secure employment for the inmates,
For instance, in the Bombay Presidency the biggest
industrial settiement with a population of 2,107
inmates ig situated at Sholapur where there are n
pumber of textile mills that give employment to
mosb of the inmates of the Beftlement. In other
placea where there are no factories, railway work-
shops, or such other places where the inmates could
be employed, the same has to be found in other pro-
fessions such as weaving, tailoring, shoe-making, or
in works of manual labour, such as road repaits,
quarrying of stones, cutting of fuel wood, breaking
of road metal, oarpsniry, masonry, eto, )

In the Punjab there are Agrionitural Settlements
‘for Criminal Tribes, whera with & unit of ten acres
the settled man of the tribe has to maintain his
family, During the last year the average yisld per
bolding ranged from Re, 150 to Ra. 329 and these
tenants paid Rs, 95,406 towards the demand for
revenue and watber rates, and Rs, 32,195 towards their
own liabilities. In the Madras Presidency out of
seven settlements four are chiefly agrioultural with
subsidiary industries and about 1500 acros of dry and
wat land are under the oultivation of the settlers, In
the remelning thres settlements employment is pro-
videdby warkin a Tobagao Faotory, guarrying work,
cantracts of looal badias, manufacture of leather goo
and Railway Remodsiling works,

Al registered persons in the settlement have to

*Fuarious aricles in this mi.l appeaced i‘l ur isa P
October # 4ad 90 s0d Novewber 3a0d 10, 0

‘is found to be good, he 'is géngral

ntteng s daily rqll-t;n}ﬁ ?qlld, every night ; ;“?. altrtciut
9, and they are required tq, remsin withip fhe Settle-
ment }imits froin 8P/ M%Ltmﬁﬁl\@". q{n ths; da;
tiine thay go to attend to, their, work in‘#hg‘.’Mi‘llp_‘ o
fields or. ehﬁw};ere,‘ and w'vil;,fhg ‘wages they receive
they buy their,food’,and_supply. the mneeds of 'the
family. If the record.of ap fnmate 6f & Settlement
‘ exempted frqm
giving daily roll-call and’ i§ required tq do so only
onge & week, A further'step i8 faken when he is exe-
mpted from giving roll-call ér!#}.ral,{- I this once e
only restraint upon the person is that h¢ 'nilist "Bsk
for a permif or pass when and if he wishes to leave
the Settlement, The final step in ‘the emancipation
of 8 Criminal Tribe Settler is the cancellation of his
registration. He then no longer staya in the Settle-
ment but is sllowed to go wherever he likes. It is,
however, s common experience that whenever a'setfler
is thus get fres, he does not Iike to'go away o his
village, but prefers to confinue the"wotk' which
he was doing while in the Settlement. "' Many ‘persons
whose character thus seems to be reformed and whése
records are good are permitted “to liye' butside thé
Settlement limits but on adjacent ‘tand ' belonging to
Goveroment. - The temptation to run away' from the
Settlement and to resume a wandering and’ erirtinal
life is, however, irresistible to some inmates. There
were 163 such cases in the Bombay Presidency, 370
in the U. P, 48 in the Punjab during the last year and
213 in Madras, The number of persons convicted for
offences committed while in the settlement during the
same period was 162 in Bombay, 141 in the Punjab
and 300 in U. P. S e
The new colony of freed persous is called a
Free Colony. A registered Settler thus discharged
from the settlement is placed inthe Free Colony on
probation for a period not exceeding six years, and
during this period is under the' supervision of thé
Criminal Tribes Settlement Officer or & person appoint-
ed by him. A Free Colony exerts m very beneficent
influence on the inmates of the restriotive Settle-
ments inasmuch as every. inmate of the Settlement
looks forward to his being freed one dsy and’ joining
the inmates of the Free Colony. The total popula-
tion of free colonies in the Bombay Presidency
during the last four years (1928-1932) has steadily
rigen from 3,261 to 5752 ( consisting of 1,445 men,
1,602 women and 2,705 ohildren). ‘The inmates of
free colonies receive all the benefits and advantsges
which pergsons residing in the Settlements receive.
Their children are educated free and matters con-

-cerning their health, hygiene, sanitation and general

welfare ‘are looked after and supervised by the
Settlement Staff. They oan be members of the
Settlement Co-operative Societies and get loans

“from them. Much difference is noticed between the

housing conditiohs in the Settlements'-and those
in the Free Colonies. The people in the Settlements
build small huts to give them ' shelter at night; They
mostly belong to wandering tribes and are accus-
tomed to live in the open air day and night~ Thbé
hut ig to them maigly a place in whiok their articles
are stored. The" material with which 'the huts afb
built' is not ‘worth "more than fifteen ‘or ‘twenty
Rupees. But in the’ Free Golon&“oond;‘itiohs‘a'ge
different, Thera oneé ﬁndq “fairty atbstantial Houses
with brick and mud walls and thatched roofs. ' The
reasons for this difference ‘are not far to find. The
Settler in the Free Colony has ' sensé of ‘security -
which leads him to spend s decent amount of ‘mdney
on his house, This is not ‘the' case with the inmate
of the Seftlement; for he" 1s° anxious ' to uet awa

from the Settlement as quickly 'ms he dar. ' Eadl
settlement is 'managed by » staf’ consisting ofa
Manager, Assistant Manager, Seitlement' Inspector,
and & number 6f guardy, '~ ot i B sl
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Some Settlements are.handed over for manage-
ment to Missionary bodies like Christian Missions
and the Salvation Army, Dalitoddhar Sabha, Arya
Samaj, Social Service League, etc. In the United
Provinces out ofthe pix Settlements with a total
population of 3,752 persons the five settlements at
Fagalpur, Kantha, Rajabad, Sahebganj and Gorakh-
pur are under the management of the Salvation
Army, whilethe one at Kalianpur is under direct

vernment management. In the Bombay Presi-
dency out of the 16 Settlements with a total popula-
tion of 8,842 persons, the Settlement at Sholspur, is
under the menagement of the American Merathi
Mission, the one at Hubli is under the management
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, the
one at Baramati is undér the management of the
Australian Disciples of Christ Mission and the one at
Bolgaum is under the management of the Social
Service League of Bombay and the rest at Indi,
Bijapur, Bagalkot, Kerur, Gadag, Dandeli, Khana-
pur, Nira project, Ambernath, Gherdi and Dohad are
under direct Government management. In the
Madras Presidency out of the seven Settlements with
a total populstion of 6,246 the three Settlements at
Pallavaram, Sitanagaram and Stuartpuram are ma-
naged by the Balvation Army, the Reformatory
Settlement at Kavali with its branches is managed
by the American Baptist Mission and the rest at
Aziznagar, Sidhapuram and Sembiam are under
direct Government control. In the Punjab there are
28 Settlements with & total population of 11,731
persons but the Official Report does not give any
particulars about their management. )

Edueation is compulsory in all Settlements and
Free Colonies for boys and girls between the ages of
6 and 13. For the absence of the child from school
the parents are held respongible and punished. In
Settlements from where boys and girls go to work in
the mills as half-timers, separate classes of two and
a half to three hours' duration are condueted forthem,
In many settlements the children are bathed twice a
week and the girls are taught how to dress their hair.
Lessons in home nursing, hygiene and first sid are
also given. The girls learn sewing and repairing of
clothes. Vocationsal education is givento the elderly
boys, who are taught carpentry, weaving, tailoring,
eto. in the Settloment Workshops. There were 209
boys in Bombsy, 245 in the Punjab and5 in U, P.,
recoiving vocational education in the Settlement
Industrial Schools and Workshops during the last
year. The children are cared for not only during
school time, but also out of the school hours, In the
evening they are sometimes made to play open door
gomes and are frequently taken for half-day or day
outings. Night Schools are oonducted for adults,
who are engaged in work throughout the day. In the
Bombay Presidency 2,722 boys and girls attend the
day-schools and 455 boys the night schools, In the
Punjab 1,861 boys and girls attend the day schools
and 612 boys the night echools. Three Reformatory
Schools are also conducted in the province and they
are attended by 245 boys. In U, P. about 500 boys
and girls attend the Settlement Schools and in addi-
tion to this two residential Sohools, one for boys and
one for girls, are conducted and they are attended by
59 boys and 37 girls, In the Madras Presidency
1177 boys and girls attend the Settlement Schools.
- The result of this educational work done among the
Criminal Tribes has been that some of the boys have
taken Teachers’ Certificates and are now working as
Teachers in Settlement Schools, while some have gone
to the High Schools far secondary education. They
sre found In no way inferior in intelligemce to
students from other castee and communities, In
some Settlemenis Boy Scout and Girl Guide Troops
have been started,

At some places dispensaries and child-welfare -
contres are conducted for the benofit of the settlers,.
whose health is taken care of and looked after by the -
Settlement Medical Staff, Efforts are made to im-
part habits of oleanliness and thus the general jevel
and standard of living is tried to be improved. With
a view to brighten up life in the Settlements sports
and other amusements are often organised in which
the Seitlers freely take part. Magio lantern lectures
are aleo occasionally arranged. Disputes relating to
home-life or proposed changes in caste oustoms are-
decided by the caste Panchayets, The Panchas are
heads or leaders of the tribe and command grea$ in--
fluence over all ita members. The wvalue of thesa
Panchayets cannot be overestimated. Most of the
troubles that are referred to the Panchas for their
decision arise out of giving andtaking of girls in
marriage. Amongst several of the tribas there isa.
custom in which a girl is only given in marriage to
another family when the second family gives a girl
back in marriage in exchange. This works well af
timee, but trouble arises when there are nof equal
numbers of boys and girls in the family. Many of
these criminal tribe women lead a life of shame and
immorality when their husbands are in jsil. The
husband on release complains about the immorality
of the wife to the Caste Panchayef, who sit in judg-
ment over her. If they find her guilty, she is fined
or the husband is allowed to give her a divorce and
maerry again. The fine levied by the Panchyaet goes.
to the common fund of the caste and sometimes the
expenses of caste dinners are met out of it.

Many of the Criminal Tribes families are in debt
head sbove ears. The debts are generally ircurred
for marriage expenses, funers] rites, etc. The money-
lenders charge them interest at s heavy rate, so that
for ever they are paying the interest and never reach.
ing the principal. In all the Settlements in the
Bombay Presidency thers are co-operative societies
and they are finding favour with the inmates, In
the Bombay Presidency since 1919 the Settlement
Co-operative Societies have made much progress. The
reserve fund, the total capital and the loans advanced
have gone up from Rs. 2,918 to Ra. 21,065, from
Rs, 8491 to Rs. 34,308 and from Ra. 16,831 to 42,421
respectively. In the Punjab there are inthe Settle-
ments | 4 Co-operative Societies, 22 Supply Societies.
and 6 Better Farming Societies, the assets of which
total upto Rs. 1,81,296. .

Inmates of Settlements are not allowed to drink
and temperance s strictly enforced. An exception
is made on the occasion of caste holidays, marriage,.
desth, etc. when the seftlers are al_lowed to visit
liquor shops with the special permission qf_ the_ Ms-
nager. If any liquor vendor is found selling liquor-
to an inmate of & Settiement who does not hold a
permit be, can be punished by the Settlement Officer.
No inmate of a Settlement is allowed to beg. qu
if it were not so, many would prefer to earn their
livelihood by begging. .

In addition to members of crimina} tribea who
are interned in Settlements, thereare in the Bom-
bsy Presidenocy 21,902, in the Punjab 18,_445, and in
the U. P. 37,294 members of Criminal Tribes whose
names are entered by the police on registers. Under
the Criminal Tribes Act they sre required to give

‘s Hazari every day in the morning and in the even-

ing or at other regular intervals and are also under
obligation to report to the police their movements,
The names of persons, whose record is _found good,
are removed from the registers, During the last
year the names of 472 persons. in Bombay, 350 in
the U, P. and 769 in the Punjab were thus r_emoved
from - Police--Registers:- --The westrietions impoged:
‘'on members of eriminal tribes in this way effectively
reduce the opportunities of their indulging in crime.
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Humanitsrian work of the kind desoribed above
goes & great way towards the amelioration of the
-oonditions of tha Oriminal Tribes. Many of their
families have becw ocomplstely reclaimed and ore
now leading lives as ponceful oikizens. In the
Bombsy Presidenoy during the last. six years as
many 8s 4,644 pordons were relessed from settle-
menta for improvement of charaster, Ouf of theee
only 271 were required to be recalled to Setslements,
aither for reverting to a life of erime or breaking the
oonditions on which they wers teleaged. It is grati-
fying to note that suoch & lsrge number have
eompletely given up their oriminal habits and have
been reolaimed, This kiud of work has a high
social walue and demands an amount of love,
devotion and self-sacrifice on the park of those who
undertake i6, At the same time it gives promisa
dhat if it be continued on the same lines, & time
may soon oome when all the tribes and gangs will
be eompletely oured of their criminal tendencies
and they will be useful and peace-loving members
of society.

K, &, SHEARANGPANL
( Concluded, )

- Owe Tondon Letter, |

(BY AIR MAIL, )
{ Fromt Our Correspondent, )
LorDON, 4th November.

THETHIRD R. T. C.

FTER all the Government have had the wisdom
A to invite to London representatives of Indian
women and of Labour.

here will be greatly welcomed. Begum Shah Nawaz
made many friends for heraelf and for Indian * romen
in general on her previous visits to this sountry, This
timoe perhaps she will be freer to strike & mors indi-
vidual note than on previous ocoasions, first becanse
ghe will be the oaly woman representative at the
- QOonference, and ssoondly becauseshe will he no longer
preocoupied by the duties that she assumed as Seore-

tary to herfather, whose absenoce from thisConfoerence

will be felt. It is tobe hoped that the ramours that I
have heard thatboth Mr. Jeshi and she will be appoint-
‘¢d only to those committees in which their special in-
Yorests lie are grouniless, B ' Labour and women
ought to be, and indeed are, interested in every
«grestion generally affeciing Indian welfare, and it
would ba quite wrong for them to be excluded bocanse
of their special interests from other committees to
which they could usefully contribute by their special
knowledge and experfence. It isto be hoped that if
any attemnpt is made officially to limit their opportu.
‘nities for servise, their Indisn aolleagues will mske
an immediate and united protest which would be
bound ¢o prove effective.

) As I hinted in my Iast letter, the Parliamentary
Labour Party has deoided to withhold participation
"In this Conference. The invitation of the Government
" was exterided to theOpposition Parliamentary Parties
a8 it was held that on the British side only a Parlia-
mentary delegation sould aecopt vespemsibility for
sach proposals as ft was hoped would result from:
the Conferencs. This, of oourse, ruled out all the
Labour representatives at the provions Conferanens
except Lord Saell, and certeinly imposed & heavy
-obligation wpon the réstrioted Labour memwbership
of the House of Conmons, But this diffiouléy wag

- not overwhelming since it Is ardikely that Laboup
<grould heve boew abie to eppoink more dhem two

Mr. Joshi's pressnce

4

3

l

| stafoment issued by Sir Tej Bahadur

delegates, of whom Lord Snell was already available
Either Mr. Morgan Jonea or Sir Stafford Cripre-
might have represented the House of Commons ale-
mient, and if neither of thess ocould h,mga been mada
available there was always Mr, David Grenfell wha
is 8 doughty fighter snd well-informed. .

The Parlismentary Labour Party has, htf)vlra\vem“j

- decided to shstain on ether than technical grounds,

The primary reason is that in/the absence of Congress

' dolegates and the truncated character of the Britishe

Indisn delegationt they might be held, had they pars
ticipated, to have shared in the responsibility for the
dual .policy for which the Government stands so
firmly, and with which the Labour Party, both in
and out of Parlisment, wholly disagrees. I under-

' gtand that the decision of the Parliamentary Labous

Party on the question was & unanimous ons, buf I
bave the best reason to believethat it was taken with-
out refersnce $o the Labour Party Executive Com-
mittee, or, with the exception of Mr, Wedgwood Benn
to any of the previous Labour representatives at
the Conference. Indeed, to. some of =these the
decision came as a very great and unwelcome surprise,
and I have reason to know that it is for a number
of sound roasons strongly disseuted from by resnoun-
gible members of the Party, with considerable and
varied experience, who do not happen bto be in the
present House of Commons, I am, of course, not
able to revesl names, but I am aware that a strong
protest has been registered by some of these at the
Labour Party headquarters. In my opinion the
decision is most unfortunate, aud it isbeld by =
numbar of those with whom I have been able fo con-
sult to be ealoulated to .defeat the very °b£,9°t5 that
it is sought to serve by the Parliamentary Party. |

osn imagine with what intense disappointment the
decision will have been read by the small prograssiva
element now travelling to this couutry to attend the
Conferanoe less than a fortnight hence, and .cuo will
be deprived of the valuable assistance of British
Labour ocolieaguaes at a time when their advice and
help might have been of the greatest wse within the
Conferance,, I have met nobody of significance
outside the Labour Party that does not regard the
Parliamentary Party's decision as a disasérous
error. One might have understeod it had the Party

ocome with an entirely unspotted record in the matter

of repression. It is to be remembered, however, that
under a Labour Government there was both repress-
ive legislation and repressive trestment resalting

in lzrge numbers of imprisonmeat and other unpleas-
ant events, whilst the first Confarence was conven-

ed notwithstanding the absencs of Mr, Gandni sud
the Congress, It seems a pity that in the absenoce

of an immaculate record and notwithstanding the
eonstant adjuration to Indian politioians not to boy-

oott and non-co-operate but to participate in every

effort to put Indian affairg npon a oenstitutional

basis in order to vest the maximum of power in the

Indisn peopls themselves the Parliamentary Labour
Party should now have gone away from ifs ocwn

advies and adopted, at lemst in appeavasoe, Coh-
gross methods and even appear to back Congress as

' iiigtlnguished feom other elements in Endian politioal
" life.
F 1ty 19 bound to fnivolye for Labour a serious mowal
* gatback,

This seeming departoure from politioal nertra-

The Times AND S[E TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU,

Last Saturday The Times published, on the eve
of the departure of & number of the British-Indian
delegates to Enpgland, the substanoe of the joint
Sapra dand Mr,
Jayskar exprassing the grounds upon which they
were attending the third Round’ Table Confereree

and the gpirit in whioh they wera partidigating in jk
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One would have thought that that was enough. The
Times' Special Correspondent in Indis, however,
seams to have thought otherwise, for on Sunday he
sent a telegram from Bombay containing the fol-
lowing extraordinary paragraph: “ Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru made to me the astonishing statement that the
third Conference ghould never have been convened
and that ‘the Indin Office should have assumed the
responsibility of drafting the Bill instead of shelter-
ing behind the delegates.” The only comment to be
made on this is that if His Majesty's Government
had expressed such a view fhree months ago, thux
repudiating the Prime Minister’s pledge, there would
have been & wave of protest from one end of
Indiﬁ t’.? the other, with the Liberals hottest in
revolt. "’

With the recollection of the special part that
Sir Tej Bahadur himself had taken in the protests
earlier in the year against the Cabinet’'s attempt to
kill the Conference by the substitution of a method
to which no self-respecting Indian leader would
have been s party, the Correspondent’s sallegation
arouged blank amazement in the minds of responsi-
ble people here, who had Iooked to 8ir Tej Bahadur
for wise and statesmanlike guidance durfhg the next
fow weeks. Accordingly & very intimate friend
anxious for his reputation for consistency, and
realising that serious misunderstanding was likely
to be created by what wasin all likelihood a mis-
representation of his real views, telegraphed to him
on board the “ Rawalpindi ” asking for confirmation
or denial of the Correspondent's statement. In reply
Sir Tej Bahadur has sent the following repudiation
amd explanation : “ Times -Correspondent’s version
ia wholly misleading. He said that Conservatives
would not probably agree to anything more than
provineial sutonomy. I said that if that were so,
calling the Conference and taking shelter behind the
name of the delegates was useless, and if such were
the situation the Government must take undivided
responsibility for their measure. Altogether his
account of the English attitude was mosé dis-
appointing *'. i

I understand that steps have been taken to cor-
rect the matter and to prevent the further spread of a
miechievous and misleading report.

OTTAWA IN PARLIAMENT.

Last night the House of Commons passed the
third reading of the Ottawa Agreements Bill, by a
thumping majority, and now all that is necessary is
for the best or the worst to happen according to the
predilections or the Party affiliations of the British
citizen. One thing has emerged, namely, the admis-
gion that in principle Sir Herbert Samuel wesright
in insisting that this Parliament and Government
cannot bind their sucecessors. On the other hand,
there are moral obligations that arve as binding as
any legal ones, and five years is a long time in which
a situation oan become crystallised. Mr. MacDonald's
health has caused anxiety not only to his friends
but to wider political circles where it is folt that far
too great s strain and responsibility have been
placed upon him. Should he be compelled for this
reason to resign, The Spectator thinks that, not-
withstanding the adherence to the Governmentof a
fow Simonite Liberals and Mr. Thomas, there will
be no National Government.

UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF.

A substantial part of the time of Parliament
has been ocoupled this week by discussions on the
unemployed disturbances and to-day begins an
important debate initiated by Mr. Lansbury on the
general question of unemployment relief during the
winter, which is to be treated as a non-Party occasion
For all to pool their ideas on the subject. Whilst it is

true that the march of the unemployed to London in:
some numbers is the result of great economio and
mdpstrial distress in certain areas, it does not neces- .
sarily mean the demonstration of starving people.

Indeed, those who are worse off have perforoe to-
stay at home. _Tha unemployed marchers were-
deﬁnitely_ organised by bodies having pronounced:
Communist affiliations and its object was, by violenoce -
or the threat of violenoce, {0 compsl the Government.
to produce remedial measures forthwith. Even Mr,.
MecGovan, the very leff-wing Clydeside representa~.
tive, expressed disgust and disappointment af the

manner in whioh his orderly efforts at help had been.
rqdely rejected by the marchers’ leaders in favour of

vlolgnt methods of compulsion. Some very ugly

stories, well authenticated, have been published in.
the_ House of the weapona found on the persons of

or in some of the vehicles accompanying the marchers. -
The latter phenomenon was probably without the-
knowledge or congent of the majority of the misled

men and women who undertook this heavy ordesl,.
and the acts of violence, too, have been confined fo a.
very small proportior: of them whilst they huve been

participated in by the Communist element and the !
usual rowdy gangs to be found in and around Loi-’
don. The episodes have been greatly exaggerated in
the foreign press and generally abroad, ‘

Our Genevy Tetter,

{ BY AIR MAIL.)
(From Qur Own Correspondent.)
GENEVA, NOVEMBER 2.

MR. NORMAN DAVIS IN EUROPE.

ONE of the most important political developments
of the week has been the conversations that

Mr. Norman Davis has been baving with the
British and French Prime Ministers in London &nd
Paris. Mr. Norman Davis is the leader of the Ame-
rican delegation to the Disarmament Conference:
and the special emissary of President Hoover. He is¢
considered to be the probable occupant of the States
Department at Washington in the event of a De-t
mooratic success at the impending presidential:
eloction and izas such in the forfunate position of;
being an authoritative spokesman of the American;
nation irrespective of party affiliations. The!
acoounts of his conversations with Mr. MacDonach"
and M. Herriot which have reached the public sor
far indicate that if the primary object of his mission
in Europe is to deal with the disarmament queations,
he is also empowered to discuss with representatives
of European powers the other problems bearing om
the relstions between the two continents.

The most urgent of the tasks which the European
and American Governments have to undertake im
common is the preperations for the World Economia
and Monetary Conference. War debts may be for«
mally excluded from the sgenda of this Conferen
for political reasons, but that subject will undoubta
edly form the shadowy background of the currency
and tariff politios which will come up for . discusy
gion. The importance of Mr. Norman Davis’s ing
terviews seems to oonsist in clearly indicating tq
European statesmen that the United States have mnoe
intention of departing from their traditional policy
of linking up war debts and disarmament ; that any
redress Europe desires to obtain from Washington in
the matter of war debts can only be acquired by
following a radical disarmament policy, such as the
one envisaged in the Hoover proposals,

... The Lausanne settlement admittedly quked a
turning-point in post-war European politios in that it

—_—
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..enabled European Powers to come to an agreement
ron the reparations gquestions. But that agreement
has from the outset been of a hypothetionl nature
~and can be considered complete only when the cog-
nate problem of war debts has been solved. The
.. concession that the creditor Europsan governments
bave shown to their debtors will become operative
..only if they become entitled to a similar concession
“fn their turn from the United States.

Neovertholess, it is clear that for all practiosl -

purposes relief accorded to Germany and other Cen-
- ¢tral Powers must be regarded as irrevocable. In
-faot if not in law, it is generally recognised that the
“Reparations question is virtually settled. Consequent-
ly, the war debts problem must henceforth be
regarded as of direct concern to the Uniled States
-.on the one hand, and on the other prinoipally to Great
Britain and France. Neither of these two last men-
-4ioned Powers, judging from their budgetary situation,
is In 8 position to take up an irreconciiable attitude
vis-a-vis their croditor moross the seas. France, with
" her peculiar economy, has in the best of days viewed
with considerable reluctance the prospect of so much
gold being shifted to the other side of the water and
' between tangible wealth and prestige, with chara~

- cteristio realism, she has preferred the former: To-day |

“the economioc depression has touched her too and even
if she would, she couid hardly satisfy the require-
mants of her oreditor without jeopardising her finance.

3reat Britain adhered to the policy of prestige and
ocorrect fulfilment of her financial obligations to the

States as long as she oould and avoided seeking any

favours from Americs, leaving it to Washington to

. take & more sensible attitude towards war debts out of

,the compulsion of ciroumstances, if not out of genero-

.8ity. Thai urgency is now there and it is doubtful
whether Great Britain could wait much longer for

*the firat step to come from the other gide of the

‘Atlantic. The fluctuations in the value of the ster-
ling are a warning not to be lightly disposed of, and
the British Prime Minister and Chancellor of the
Ex-chequer and the Governor of the Bank of England

-have all dwelt. on the gravity of the present situa-
tion, notwithstanding the praisewor:thy efforts of the

‘B::llglsh Government and people to overcoms the
erisia. Both in France and England, therefore,
there is evident anxiety to make the utmost of the
vipit of Mr. Norman Davis.

In reiterating the standpoint of the American
people that if they should lose the money they had
lent to European Governments it could only be on the
assurance that such resouroes as Europe still possessed
would not be spent on armaments, Mr. Norman Davis
has done signal servios to the course of disarmament,
Aqa result of this relteration, it has beocome im-
possible to repudiate the Hoover proposal or drown it
in a sea of euphemism. The nesd to bridge the gulf

- between the Hoover and Simon proposals has been
rendered apparent. The fundamental difference
between the two is that waile the British plan
favours a reduction of naval armaments by tonnage,
leaving the category to be reduced to the disoretion
of each Power, the Awmerican plan insists on a
reduction by units. Naval disarmament hag
tl%ua onee more proved to be the key totha whole
disarmament difficuity. France has just come out
with a plan of her own and so has Japan. The details
of either are not yet fully published, but it is olear
they are both marked out with an eye to national
advantage. .Great Britain’s objection to the Hoover
proposal arises from the faok that, while she has
agroad to parity with Amerios, she still insists on a
two-power atandard, so far as the Continent is oon.
oer;gd. on aozount of the security of her trade routes
and aer oversea possessions. France, aithough will-
ing to be Great Britain's inferior, oan?ot scoomgmod:tla

herself to British exigencies or yield to Italy's
demands in this respect, also beomuse of her mari-
time ompire, (reat Britain’s colonial empire may
therefore be said to be at the root of the disarmament
difficulty. If the economic depression has rendered
disarmament desirable, it has also revealed to colo-
nial peoples the burden of colonial empires. If the
present crisis Imsts or recurs, (reat Britain, like
other Powers, will have to consider the disarma-
ment question from the point of view of econemy
and in that event it is not at all unlikely that
the Dominions, which are imupatient of all politioal
restrictions, will be oalled upon to look after their
own defence. Tha considerable volume of public
cpinion in England latterly in favour of the British
Government divesting itself - of the responsibility
for the defence of Irak and Palestine is mot with-
out significance.

But that process of devolution, in socordance
with the exigencies of the times, will involve injury
to the parties concerned and risk to the pemce of the
world, unlees the political unification of the country
which is ealled upon to undertake its own defence
is complete. :

Beview.

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS OF
- CORNWALLIS,

CORNWALLIS IN BENGAL. By A, ASPINALL,
( Manchester University Press,) 1931. 23cm.
210p, 15/— _ )

THIS book represents a piece of good earnest work,
As the sub-title indicates, the author desoribes in it
the administrative and judicial reforms of Lord
Cornwallis in Bengal, together with accounts of the
commercial expangion of the East India Company
from 1786 to 1793, and of the foundation of Penang.
The author has deliberately ignored the Permanent
Revenue Settlement, for he feels that it is oo
vaat to be treated in a short monograph. On
the other hand, the administrative and judicial
reforms, not being of a spectacular nature, have been
either neglected, misunderstood or treated insuffici-
ently. The book under review which contains an
exhaustive accountof the administrative and judieial
reforms of Cornwallis is based on numerous records
and publications. Of the number of the records and
publiocations, some idea-may be formed from the list
of authorities printed in the book, but even the long
list there givea does not exhaust all the authorities
which have besn placed under contribution. In short,
no Company's record or no work lately published
seems to have sscaped the author’s attention.

The author points out how Cornwallis completed
what Hastings had begun, Hastings had decided in
L7172 to take Iull responsibility for the government of
Bengal, abolishing Clive’s Dual Government, and
Cornwallis’s judicial and police reforms completed.
this constitutiona! change. Hastings had favoured
an increase in the salaries of the Company’s servants
and the abolition of private trade, and Cornwallis
stopped private trade in the oase of the members of
the Supreme Council, and inoreased the emoluments
of the Company's servants, Again, in the realm of
oriminal justios Cornwallis followed in the foot-steps
of Hastings. In 1772 Hastingsrealised the danger
of entrusting power to irresponsible Indian officials
who were frequently corrupt and in 1781 he replac-
ed Indian magistrates by English judges
the Civil Courts with magisterial powars.
Cornwallis also replaced Indians by KEnglish
officials, Again, Haatings took away revenune ad~
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ministration from the judges of the Civil Conxts.
Cornwallis completed Hastings's work by separat-
ing revenue administration from ecivil juris-
diction in 1793, In the matter of substituting English
eriminel law for Muhammadan, Cornwallis went
a liftle further than Hastings. Thus the foundstions
fcr his reforms were Iaid by Hasetings, tut while
Hartings was hempered by a divided council and
wexatious interferenee frcm home, Cornwaillis’s path
waa smooth,

The avthor rigttly draws ettention to the Angli-
cigetion poliey of Cornwallis but shows that not only
Cornwallis, bu$ Hastings, Cornwallis’s expert sdvi-
serg, Parliament, andthe Court of Directors were res-

. peneible for ik, In view of the fset thet Indian talent
is not recognieed even by rulers of Indian States for
the Dewanehip, is it any wonder that Cornwallis
displayed 8 certain rsuspicion of the cepmeity and
integrity of Indian cfficinls ?

Coarnwalliz had no conception of relf-government
a8 the gosl of British policy in Indis. He believed
that prosperity would reconcile the Indians to alien
Tule amd make them forget the loes of freedcm. To
quote his own words,

“ When the landholders find themsgelves jnthe posses-

sion of profitatle estates, the merchants and manufac-
turers in the enjoyment of a luorative commerce, and all
deseriptions of people protected in the free exercise of
their religion, both the numerous race of the long oppres-
sed Hindus, and their oppressors, the Muhamadans, will
equally deprecate the change of & government under
which they have acquired and under which alone they
ean hore to enjoy these inestimable advantages. "

The muthor c¢ondemns the Cornwallis system
-which debssed rather than improved the people who
<ame under the Company’s dominion :

#“Was not the system of excluding them from all im-
portant posts in government service oalculated to main-
tain the destrootion of the people's self-respect? Was
it suffivient to justify their degradation by asserting thst
Indinns weére necessarily corrupt and oould not be trusted
to aot honoursbly? Were petty underpaid excise or
oustoms officers in the 18th century England remarkeble
for their purity ¥ Was it not true that the Company's
servants were natoriously lax until Cornwallis thought it
Necessary to purchase their honesty by increasing their
lawful emoluments? Was it xnot reasonable to expeot
that if the same policy were ndopted for Indiams the
same bepeficial xresnlta would follow ? ’

At the end of the book in appendices, the author
deals with the Compsny's trade from 1786 fo 1793
and the foundation of Penang.

We strongly recommend the book to all who
wish to deepen their knowledge of the administrative
and judicial reforms of Cornwallis in Bengsl,

M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM,

@oreespondence.

>

' POSJTION OF SIKHS IN THE FUTURE
PUNJAB COUNCIL
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

8IR,—My attention has been drawn to an article
on the “Pusijsb Provincial Coumecil * by My A, V.,
Thakker and published in the issue of Qot. 27, 1932
of “ The Servemt of India ”. In the first threé columns
an honesh atbernnt bas beeq made to place the figures

- Punjab Couneil.

" of the thres major eommunities eide by side to give-

a fair view of their eomparstive strength in ¢he:
But it is net without a ating which
is apparently wisible in tho imst psragraph inswe
much as it wents t6 chow that the Sikhs have al.

' ready got too much and the Muslims are the real

pufferers under the Communal decision (Award), I
do not impute any motives to the writer of the above-
article, yet his pro-Muslim and anti-Sikh mentality
oould not be concenled, I wm surprised aftho way
in which Mr. Thakkesz bmg approachbed the problem:
This is & very unfeir oriticiem of the position of the

- 8ikhs in the Punjab. The taxes are the backbome of
. an administpetion ; mere numbers do not in any wey

improve the status thereof. Q(ne earming member
in o family of dependents commands the higheet
position and gratitude of the other members and all
honours ol the family fit himn the best. It is rightly
admitted by Mr, Thakkar that our contribution to

the land revenue ang irrigation taxes is very much

bigher than that of sny other community, Thegl.
why feel jenlous of the Sikhe’ clamouring for their
rights, which is no favour but their bare legitimate
right ? Persons who contributed more and more to-
wards the war funds and the supply of recruits werel
the recipients of higher honours and superior titles
then is it too much to expect that the Sikhs, who dur+
ing ihe last balf a century played such an important
part in shaping the desiinies of this country, shcmld_§
be allowed their due share in tbe distribution of the
loaves and fishes in their owsn bome at lesst? ;

1 wish Mr. Thakkar should have discussed ther
rights of the Muslims in other provinces am.i more:
especially in Madras, where notwithstanding .thd
fact that Muslims constitute & negligible minoritys.
they have been given 29 seats in the Council theres
of. ‘Fire’ should always be called ‘fire’ under all:
oircumstances; not given the name of ‘Basantar Devia®
when it burns the houses of others but ‘damned fird"
when it displays itself in one’s own house. Yours, e¢

NIHAL SINGH.

CHRISTA SEVA SANGHA REVIEW

Published by FATHER JACK WiNsLow, C. 8. 8.
Edited by Rev, Bro. DAVID CHELLAPFA, C. 8, S,
The November Number contsing =
A Special Article on the Communal Award.

The New Oxzford Movement—J. C. WINSLOW.
India’s Chsllenge to the Christian Church—
VERRIER ELWIR.
‘What India most nesds Today—W. APAMI
BROWR.
Sharing—F. W, ROWLANDS ete,, etc.
REVIEWS-—~Patriotism. Pranayama. Chal
Behind Bars, What are Baints ? ete.
ILLUSTRATIONS—A-special ocoloured front
ispiece of Indisn Ant by MANINDRANATH GUPTA.
Single Copy : EIGHT ANNAS (Stamps.)
Subsoription : RUOPEES FIVE Yearly.
Apply : The Manager, " C. 8. S. Review,'
'Poona, 5.

Jp—

Printed ard pudlished by M, Anant leay_ak Pmudh,;n ot the Lrgp,umlhan Preas, Houge No. #35/8 Bhamburda Paib,-
Poona City, aud edlted At the “Saxvapt of Iadis” Office, Borvants of India Booiety’s Home, Bhamburda,
Poona Qity, by Mr, P. Kodands Rao,



