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Topics of fhe Weeh, . |

I1nterviews with the Mahatma.'

. FEROM the replies given by Sir Samuel Hoars to
questions in the House of Commmons it would eppear
that Mahama Gandhi is under a restriction at present
to disouss the question of untouchability alone with
those who are interested in it. But Sir Samuel added

that letters advising the Mahatma to give up civil dis- |

obedience would slso be freely admitted.  The gues-
tion then arises : if letters in this sense are admissi-
ble, why not talks and interviews? Surely there
are enough leaders in the country whom Government
oan rely upon to use their influence only in the diree-
. tion of dissuading him from the movement. If any
such expresses a desire to be allowed,to, have private
talke with the Mabstma on the political situation,
Government ought in reason {0 extend permission to
hln; to do so, without the gmol authoritiea .thr'usting
their presence on the interviewar. . The Mahatma will
,naturally have many thinge to consider before he can
consent to an abandonment of the movement,
and a oonversation in regard to .them must
necessarily be of a striotly confidential nsture.
‘Will Government then be agreeable to let conversa-
tions proceed away from the gaoler? Perhapa Sir
‘Samgel Hoare's reply implies this. In any case a
public statement on this subject would be very
‘desirable. If Government will give this facility,
they will have removed at least part of the diffi-
oulties which now make a gearch for a way out of
the present impasse altogether fmpossible, * ©

“Independent of Princes and Provinces.”

_ Dr, AMBEDKAR is heartily to be congratulated
upon, giving the lie to the: widely held notion. that
the minority communities favour. provincial auto-
nomy: unaccompanied by central. responsibility. If
the interests of the backward communities are likely
ta bq -injured by, ,oentral responsibility, then the
depressed olasses would be the first $o protest against
. it. , But tbe leader of these clagses, in. the interview
_he gave to the Times of -India on the eve of his de-
. parture from London, was -even more insistent than
. Sir Tpj Bahsdur Sapru or Mr, Jayakar canbe in
' demanding, central responsibility. Imthe first place
real provincial autonomy, he observed, was impossible
" without; central responsibility, But even if it were

possible, it would at least in one respect make the posi-
tion worse. It would increase the difficulties in the way
of federation, Every autonomous province would then
be, as it is not at present, free to join the federation
‘or stay out,’ This serious difficulty is fully realized
‘by Sir Tej Bahadur and others, though they never
made such an explicit statement about it, But Dr,

' Ambedkar is go keen on central respounsibility that

he would not make it dependent upon federation at
" all, as sorhe British Indian leaders—of the advanced
“olasses—are apparently willing' to do. Central
responaibility, he says, must come, if possible through
foderation for the whole of India, or otherwise for
‘British ‘India alone. He would thusput it beyond
the hazard of any possible sabotage either by the.
‘Provinces or by the Princes, aud he thinks that the
danger from the latter quarter is no less serious
than from the former.

b , * »
Madras Ministry.

" THE reconstitution of the Madras Ministr
dramatioally brought about last week concluiyvef;
proves that the differences among the Justice Party
_1gadar_s were due to no other ocauses than personal
rivalries, jealousies and squabbles, which afew weeka
8go led to the deplorable exhibition in Tanjore. The
Chief Minister, Mr, B. Munuswami Naidu, had lost
the allegiance of his two colleagues in the Minisiry
and they had made up their mind #o dismisa him.,
Ultimately, the twp junior Ministers resigned their
" places andthe Chief Minister followed suit. The
Governor of Madras sent for the Raja of Bobbili
another leadl_ng]ightof the same Justice Party, to
form the Mm_lstry, which he promptly did, with
hlmsg]f a8 Chief Minister and the two others who
had just resigned aa the junicr Ministers

.. The resignation of Mr. Munuswami Naidu is
e\ndent?_iy_t!la consequence of the convention of joint
responsibility of the Ministers which, only in Madras
of allthe provinces in Indis under dyarchy, haes
tenaciously been upheld, Nevartheless, Madras
seems to have set a unique precedent in constitu.
tional history, Instances have often occurred of a

Chief Minister demanding the resignations of his
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«colleagues whom he wished to exclude and filling in-

the vacancies by others of his choice. There have
algo been instances, as in South Africa a few years
8go, in which the Prime Minister 'got rid of an
unwanted minister, who refused gracefully to re-
#ign, by bringing about the formal resignation of the
whole Cabinet and its reconstitution with the recalei-
frant minister replaced. But the recent experiment
in Madras is perhaps the first instance in which the
Junior ministers, by means of collective resignations,

could bring about the dismissal of the Chief Minjs-.

ter and instal in his place one who was not at the

time in the Ministry. The ease of Mr. Lloyd Gedirge_

dismissing Mr. Asquith from the Prime Ministership

of England during the War is & near enou t not |,
g ‘ ‘ : gh bu Rok. the presenf moment the party is .hopelessly weak in

.an exact parallel.

It was given out that the Tawilians in the
Justice Party had-got tired ‘of tHe mionopoly of |

leadership'and the Chiéf Ministership 'by' Telugus,
But it is significant that the new Chief Minister is as
much & Telugu ag his predecessor, The real cause
‘of the opposition to Mr. Munuswami Naidu 'was the
grievance of the landlords, who form a very wealthy
wnd influential class in Madras, particularly in he
Telugu districts, that they were not' represented in
tbe Oabinet. The Raja of Bobbiliis one of the great

ldnded magnates. And" Mr. Munuswamf Naidu's

consideration for the poor ‘tenarits, as’ évidencad, for
instance, by his championship of their cause during
‘the Malabar tenanoy = agitation, ' was anathems to
‘the landiords. He has now been driven out of office.
8o much the worge for the unfortunate tenankry of
‘Madras, | -
. * ) *
Unity Conference.

THE Unity Conference at Allahabad has not yet
closed ; it is'still grappling with its tough job, and
at this writing the prospects of a successful jssue are
hot too bright. In fack the Iatest press report says
that it would be & miracle if unity resulted ot of
the Unity Conference. A 'couple of days ago the
very encouraging news was circulated that the Ben-
&3l question had been got out of the way; and that
Hindus and Muslims had agreed to the distribution
of seats in the Bengsl Council. But, unfortunately,
the practical value of this agreement is “very munoh
reduced inasmuch as the agreement does not meraly
seek to redistribute in differnt proportions the number
of peats sllotted in the communal award to Hindus
and Muelims, but impinges very serionsly oa the
proportion of other communities, who ars not repre-
sented at the Conferencs. The inorease of the Hindu
seata from 80 to 112 and the Mahomedan from 119 to
127 is proposed to be secured by abolizshing all
special constituencies and taking n few seats from
the quota of European and Anglé-Indian commu-
nities. There is no doubt that these communities
have been given, in the communal award, seats out of
all proporion to what is their due; but an agreement
for this reduction srrived at between Hindus and
Muslims without reference 'to the communities eon-
cerned oan obviously have no effect 'in seouring an
smendment of the award, If the compromise that
has been reached ‘at the Conferente van'bring no
tangible advantage, the' matters on which no compro-
mise has yet bepn reached are not few or unimportant.
Amongst such outstanding points are separation of
Sind and composition of the Punjab Council. The
Moslems ask for Sind being separated from the
Bombay presidency even if suoh separation shouid
throw & permanent annual'burden upon the central
revenues, Buch a demand cannot possibly be enter-
tained. For the question of the distribution 'of seats
in the Punjab Council, too, no agreed solution has
been found. -‘And several other questions of no little
importance hiave apparently not even been discussed

as yet. No wonder therefore that there is no one
who is at all sanguine about the possibility of a
communal accord being reached at the Conference,
1 L 4 * *

'British Labour's Non=co=operation.

MUCH regret and not a little surprise will be felt
at the decision of the British Labour party to
withhold co-operation from the third Round Table
Conference. The party as a whole has never
favoured non-co-operation in India in any shape or
form. In British politics itselt it has always believed
in taking $he fullest advantage of the opportunities
that will offer, however slender be such opportunities,
“snd however -desperate -be the party’s position. Af

Parlisment;-butstill-it -is  valiantly sticking to .its
guns. True to its tradition, fhe leader of the party, the
.yengrabie Mr. Lansbury, publicly disapproved only
recently of the advice given.to Indians by Mr, Laski
and Mr. Bertrand Russell in favour of a policy "of
aloofness from the Round Table Conference. ‘It is
difficult to believe that the party can so soon have
changed its opinion and now come to the conglusion
that the absence of Mahatma Gandhi from the Con-
ference necessitates the gbsence of its own delegates
from it. Nor is the other ground adduced more “con-
vinoing. 1If the limitation of the discussion to a
“fixed agenda ” results in any important subjsets ba-
ing exciuded from discussion in spite’ of the assu-
ranca given to the contrary, there will be justifica-
tion for non-co-operation at that stage, but not earlier. -
If the.British Government is foolish enough to keep
out e.g. the subject of the army, & threat to with- -
draw from the Conference unless the gubjsat is ad-
mitted will,. we think, be gnough fo make aven $ir S.
Hoare yield.  The Labour Pariy's decision therefore
to abstain from the Conference from the heginning js -
wholly deplorable. Lo e

* * ‘l'
Mr. James on the situation. -

IT is now an open secret that it was Sir Samual
Hoare who was. responsible for the omission of some
distinguish&d Indian“politicians from the personnel
of the miniature Round "I'sble Conference which
iz shortly to begin in Lodon. It is also well-
known that their names figured in fhe nominations
submitted by the Government of India’ who “wére
apparently ‘ovefriiled ' by the S¢oretary of State. His
aotion’ has "naturally cauised universal resentment;
but if My, F. E; James is t0 be believed, Sir Samuel
Hosre'sppears to have taken ‘similar liberties even
withr thenautes proposed by the *Governdient of India
to 'represant the non-official” European’ cci:ni:t_!unipy.
The name most in favour' withthis community snd
one “whicki had ‘commendéd ‘itself to thé "UOentral
Goveritment was that of 'Mr.  Benthslli Instead,
however, Sir Samusl Hoate sblected Sir Hubert Catr
‘who led the European delegation to the first R B e.
Sir Hubert Carr, having -retired. from India gomie
years' g0, oould nof "in‘the nature of the cssé be
in'tonckk with Europear’ non-official opinion “te: the
some, extent to whick ‘Mr. Benthsll was, 'and his
selacfion by the Seoretary of State in supsrsession’f
that of Mr. Benthall has givenw rise to widdspreaid

‘dissatisfactiott among Europeans in this country, who

are now thinking of sending an adviser to London to
help Sit Hubert Carr.” Whatevér the Europeats may
feel on the subjeot, this' much can &f any rate bb
claimed~for Sir Samuel Hoare that he has 'beat_'l
impartial in displeasing both Indians and Europsans,

Ancther ‘point touched by Mr. James related to
the formation of & new Cabinet for Madras. As pe
was' speaking before the resignation of the whole

" Ministry 'had‘l?e‘an announced, ha was pleading fof

the ekit, not bf'one ot two ministers, but qf alf the
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thrge?, In’ doing 8d_hepdemied to imply that ‘'while

the Government was anxious to see the Minigtry

bound by a sense of colladtive responsibility, it was
the ministera who wers oPposing them, - We do not

for the moment’ refer to ‘the state~ of “affairs in the
gouthern ‘presidency, where, :for sught ! we know,
collective ministerial responsibility has been insisted
upon from the very start, Buf if Mr. James’ romarks
are intended to have & wider application, as they are

apiarently fntended to have, it may]be pointed out
to him that in some other provinces af any rate it
was not the unwillingness of the ministers td agcept .
office on the basis of joini resvonsibility that was

responsible for keeping 'ministers holding diverse
views on public’ affairs in office. Those who have
followed' with any care the working of diarchy in
provinces other than Madras heed not be told that the
public demand for the establishment of & convention .
of joint ‘regponsibility 'of the ministers 'was resisted
not by the ministers but by the heads of the pro-
vinoes concerned, In this connéetion we have o
doubt My, James 'will find the evidence tendered:
before the Muddiman Committes by some ex-mini-
sters very revealing, - .

‘ % »* "

. (BN ot . P P |
Temple Entry for Untouchables In Madras ?
.. 1T is a matter for satisfaction that “attempts are ]
beihg made in different parts of thae country to direot
into constructive channels the wave of good feeling
towards the depressed classes generated by Mahatma
Gandbi's bistoric fast, , At the instance of Dr.
qubal_'oyan, an ex-minister, the Madras . Legislative
Coun_cll recently passed a resolution favouring the
openirg of places of publie worship to the. untouch-
ables. ' Even to some who cannot be described . as
radioal sooial reformers the resolution might appear |

ag'not going far enough; but to Sir A. P. Patro who

in ‘Madras to safeguard their interests at the Round
- Table Conference it sppeared to be revolutionary.
Can anybody blame the depressed classes, if they
wish to be saved from their friends like Sir A. P,
Patro ? But Sir A, P. Patro belongs to that oategory
of_pubho men whose utterances give rise fo a crop of
misnnderstandings, and before the debats had con-
cluded the mover announced that he had ‘been’
privately assured by Sir A, P, Patr of his friendli-
ness * fowards his resolution. Cynics wight look

but whoever else might regard it as ‘such the mover.
oertainly does ot wish it to remain as an expression
of & pious 'wish, He means businesg and would

follow up 'the passage of the resblution by the |

Counoil  with legislation to implement it, should
Government fail to do go. ' This is far from saying |
that he would wish to rush the legisiation through
the Couneil or would like to ‘coerce the public into
acocepting ‘the contemplated reform, For, as his"
pramise to oirculate his bill for the exprossion of -
publis opinion shows, he is too firm a bsliever in the
value of publio education with regardto the merits
of any reform to do any such thing, | '
As’ wad pojnted” out’ in_the ‘ocourse of the
debAtb, _orthodox Hindus ‘who are opposed’, to
thé admission of the depressed’ olasses to.Hindu
temiples oannot have it both' ways. If they want'
the depressed olasses’ to remain within ' the fold
of Hmduism, a8 they no Pdoubt anxiously do, they’
must be prepared to extend to them snch rights as’
areenjoyed by the other sections of Hindu society.
To ‘olaim them as Hindus for purposes of the census
and yet to refuse 'to ‘treat them am suoh is.to be
guilty ' of a ‘glaring ’inconsistency of ..conduot, |
Maoreover it does no credit to the sense -of humanity

has been asked by a section of the depressed classes |

of the opponents of this yeform' that "while they

would prevent the .depressed plasses from gettings.
into temples, they would have no compunction in;
taolerating the entry of dogs, .buffaloes, cows,. pte,..
into them, ‘This is nothing short of assigning - to,,
the depressed classes a sfatus even lower than these:’
animals. Do orthodox Hindus want to deny to their:
fellow-beings what they would not mind . dogs and::
cattle enjoying ?.  There can be only one answer to,.
this question and we hope it, will be unanimously .
given by orthodox Hindu opinion as much .on
grounds of national interests as on considerations of-'
bumanity : it must uneguivooally expresa -itself as:
being in favour of the eminently reasonable; conces-

sion to the untouchables for which Dr. Subbaroyan

pleaded in his motion. _

T

PRI RS I

Atices.

ANOTHER FAST |
T wag well that Mabatma Ganidhi ‘asked and’ the
[ Government gave permission’ zfor ]‘_ﬁm‘&to (cm:-'g-y .
~ on propagatida, even from” within the walls of

| the prison, for the removal of untouchability, on

which he hag set his heart and to which “Bone oan

contribite 'so largely and effectively as he eah. With™
oharécteﬁsf{io?'“eai‘neétne'ss" and " promptitude he has'"
already lssued several statements "to ‘the press in ~
which he has elaborated and emphasised his views '
on the problem of untouchability and reviewed the eri~

ticisma of the'policy underlying his fecent fast. And '

he has announced that another fast is impending on
the st of January next if the” Guruvayyur temple
is not by that time opened %o the depressed classes
on preoisely the same terms as the higher ‘castes and .
if Mr. Kelappan should, in consequence, resume his
fast. .
“The Mahatma’s decision will bs widely regratted.
notwithstanding that there is greatet justifioation for
the impending fast than for the previous one, if fast.
ing for such purposes is justified at all, Mr, Kelap-
pan had entered on & fast to get the Guruvay'yur",

upont the resolution as & mere connsel of perfection ; | terople opened to the untouchables and he only 'sus-

ponded it at the earnest request of the Mahatma who '

- suggested to him that he should give due notice of his.

fast before he embarked on it - And if now' the'’
Mahatma feels that he should stand by ‘his colleague
and comrade in fasting, his sentiments must receive-

respectful consideration, though the whole procedure

and the poli¢y underlying it are unfortunate, r
The most important question for consideration
now is not whether the Mahatma was right or wrong

' in'threatening another fast unto death but to find

ways and mdans, as he himself suggests, to obviate '
the ealamity, ~'The utmost poasible ' pressure ' gshould
be broiight to bear on thé Zamorin of Calicut to per~
enade him to throw open the Guruvayyur temple to-
the untouchables, ' The Madras Legislative Council
has, t6 some extent, facilitated the reform by oarrying
Dr. Subbaroyan’s zesolution, snd we hope the Gova
ernmeént of Madras will not atand i the way -of fhe'
Religious Endowments Aot being amended in the
sense of that resolution. We alao hopethe Governments
of Travancoreand Cochin will without further loss
of time follow the enlightened examplea of Baroda
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and other States and £hrow open their State temples -
to the untouochables and thersby facilitate a similar ’
. Apart from all

reform in the dase of Guruvayyur.
this, the Zamorin himself must realise the responsr.-
bility he has in this matter, and do the right thing and
that in good time, On the other hand, Mr, Kelappan
himself must see that he does not precipitate matters
for him and the Mahatma. The Anti-Uutouchabi-

lity League will naturally concentrate its. attention

for the moment on Guruvayyur. :

But in & ocontingency of the kind it is not
enough o be confent with the second best. There
can be no doubt that the personal

more effective than any other agency. It is essential,
therefore, that the Mahatma himself should visit the
Guruvayyur temple and meet the authorities con-
cerned and the psople of Malabar, not so much in
his own interestas in that of the untouchables. The
problem is not for him to die but to get the untouch-
ables;in. And that is best promoted by his. own pre-
sence st Guruvayyur,

So intense is the desire of the Maha.tma to geb on
with the uplif of the untouchables when it is on the
crest of the momentum it has received on. acoount of
his last fast that he did not hesitate to ask for special
permission of the Government to carry on prapaganda
even from within the prison walls., He will be able
to carry on his amsliorative work for the dapressed
classes far more effectively if he is free to move
about and, in partioular, to visit Malabar. The de-
pressed class leaders have themselves prayed that
he should, for some time to come, devote himself exclu-
sively to their uplift and for that purpose seoure the

necessary fresdom of action, The Mahatma has quoted

with approval Dr. Ambedkar’s view that in their up-
1ift work the higher classes ghould be guided by the
advioe of the depressed olasses. Will he not himself

get an example by acoeding to their request? .And
if his personal endeavours . will accomplish his object.

more effactively, ha may no} hositate to ask for the
necessary freedom of acktion from the Governmaent.
The Government too must recognise their respons-
ibility in the metter. However much the Mahatma’s
acion may be open to criticism—and we have in
earlier issues frankly and severely orticised his
policy —thera esnnot be the slightest doubt that he re-
presents a greal foree in Indian politics, which may
be ignorad only at great peril. It may be that by his
own sa2tion he pats his life in danger, but if it ba felt
that Givarnment did not do a1l that was possible for
them to da £2 save it and that his death was dune to
tho fotish of prastige and punctilio of the Govern-
ment, the popular reaction may easily lead to a revo-
lution in India and a permanent alienation between
England and India which all wall-wishars of peace
in Indis and abroad, and of good relations belwaen
England and India will bitterly 1ament for all time.
We hope Government themsslves!will make it essy

for the Mahatma to solve the Guruvsyyur problem-

and offer him all the facilities that he may require,

intervention
and persuasion of the Mahatma himself will be far

register.

ﬁTHE_‘PROBLEM OF CRIMINAL TRIBES.
' ' . IV.*
THE CRIMINAL TRIBES AOT.

]':IE problem of reolzﬁming the criminal tribes,
settling them on honest and peaceful oocu-

“pations, and curing them of their eriminal
tendencies gsems to have atitracted the attention of
Govarnment as early ag1871, when the first Criminal
Tribes Act was passed, The Aet has basn subsequent-
ly amended in 1876, 1897, 1911, and 1923 and
congolidated in 1924; In ‘the Punja.b Oudh and
N.-W. F. Provinos aystams of ragistration of criminal
tribes and members of sush tribas being requued to
give roll-call had baen adopted bafore tha passing of
this Act, but as the execative offizcers had no powar
to punish thoss who broke the rules imposed on them,
and as the courbs expressly declarad suoh rules to be
illegal, thess systems broke down entirely and tha
persons restrained by them wera left at full liberty to
pursue their habits of systematic criminality, rasult-
ing in a'most sarions and alarming increase in crima.

In the preamble fo the Act of 1871 the object of
tha Act has baen stated to bs to provide for the
registration, sueveillance and. control of certain
criminal tribes snd eunuchs, The first step to ba
taken under the Act by the local Government, having
reasons to belisve that any tribs, gang or class of
persons is addicted to the systematic commission of
pnon-bailable offencss, is to report tha case tothe
Governor-Ganeral-in-Coruncil ani raguest his par-
mission to declare such tribe, gang or class of
persons a eriminal tribe. The report must state the
reasons why such tribe, gang or class of parsons is
considerad to be addioted to the systematie comml-
ssion of non.bailable offences, as also the manner in
which it shall earn its living whoen it is interped in &
sottlsmant and wher ibs movemants ars restricted.
Tha raport must also spacify the placa of residence
in' which such tribs, ging or class of parsons is tobe

. settled and the arrangamants to be made for enabling

it to earn its liviag therein. When such raport is
submitted’ to the Goavernor-Gausral-in-Council he
may, after considering the sama, authorise the local
Government to deslara ths triba, gang or glass of
persons criminal in the Iocal official Gazatle,

In 1911 the Aot was so smended as to give
ths loal Governmants tha power to daclara a tribe
“ oriminal ”. without reference to .the Gravernor-
Goaneral-in-Council and without taking his ssnotion
for doing the sams. After sach a t.nba, gang or class
of persons has basn declarzi to bs " criminal” by
the local Government the provisions of tha Act are
made applicable to it. Then the Jozal Govarnment
can direot the District Magisirate to make or cause
to b> made & register of the friba, gsag or class of
parsons. For this purpose the District Magistrate
has 6o issue a notification calling. upoin all the mem-
bers of such criminal tribes to appaar bafora such
parson as he may appoint at & notified placs and
time, and to supply him with all such information
as he may require ‘for the purpise of msking the
Under the amendment made in 1911 in
the Aot the members of such criminal tribas ean
alsc ha raquu-ad to give their finger prints to the
person who is authorizsed to _prepare. the register.
Aftor the register is made, ibtis kept in the ousbody . ;
of the Distriot Suparintendent of Polics aund any
alterations either by way of addition or erasure can ba’
made by the District Magistrate. Any parson who
focls agprieved by any entry mads in the rogister
may ocomplain about the same to the District Magis-

. " Pravious artioles ia this series appearsd in ourissnes
of Octobar 6 and 20 and November 3
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trate and he may retain the name of such person In
the register or erase it therefrom as he may see fil.
Again, under the Aot the local Government with
the concurrence of the (overnor-General-in-Council
may settie in a place of residence any tribe, gang or
olass of persons which bas been declared to be
oriminal snd which bas no fixed place of resi-
dence or remove it from one place of residence to
. snother. But before settling such a tribe, gang or
olass of persons in a place of residence or remov-
ing it from one place of residence to another,
the local Government has to make suitable arrange-
ments for enabling such tribe, gang or clasa of
persons to earn a living in which it is settled.
Lately it was found that the process of making
s report to the QGovernor-General-in-Council and
taking his permission to settle s criminal tribe
in a piace of residence or removing it from one place
of residenoce to another ocaused much delay and
therefore in 1923 the Aot was so amended as to give
the local Government the power to settle a tribe in
a place of residence or to move it from one place to
another or to restrict its movemeonta to one particular
ares. Under the Aot of 1871 tribes, gangs or classes
of persons could not be declared and registered as
oriminal unless they were first settled and provided
with means of living by Government. The appli-
oation of the Act was thus greatly restricted and the
majority of thess tribes were left free to wander a.n_d
. gommit crimes without any adequate check on their
movements or depredations;

With a view, therefore, to exereige useful] control
over the movements of criminal tribes without un-
duiy restricting them, as also,to provide for the
registration of their members irrespective of the Go-
wvernment's ability to settle them or provide them with
means of living, the Aot was amended in 1911, and
a new seotion added. This provides that the local
Government can by notification in the looe] Official
Qagette direct in respect of any oriminal tribe that
every registered member thereof shall Inthe presoribed
manner {(a) report himself at fixed intervals or (b)
notify his place of residenca and any change or
intended change of residence and any absence or
intended abssnce from bis residence. Under the Ack
the local Governments have been given the power
to place any tribe, gang or class of persons declared
“oriminal” in a reformatory, industrial, or agri-
oultural settlement, In 1897 the amended Aot made
- anew provision with regard to the establishing and
maintaining of a reformatory, industrial and agri-
ocultural settlements for childrem of eriminal tribes,
and separating and removing suoh childrern from
their parents or guardians, The term “children” wes
to include s8ll persona under the age of 18 and
sbove the age of 4. But in 1911 by sn amendment
the mge limit was taised from 4 to 6. The local
Governments have been empowered to sppoint a
Superintendent for such settlements for children.
The Superintendent is to ba the guardian. of
every ohild detained in the eettlement, and is also
given the power to apprentice him to any trade or
profession. This provision has been specially made
for the youths of oriminal tribes who are trained
from their earliest years in habite of thefts and
violence, Members of coriminal tribes or their
ohildren can be discharged or transferred from a re-
formatory, agricultural, or industrial settlements or
gohools by the orders of the local Government or
any officer authorised by it in this behalf.

The looal Government can make rules to carrv
out generally the purposes and objects of the Aet and
particularly with regard to (1) the form of the regis-
ter to be made by the District Magistrate, (2) limits
within which persons whose names have been regis-
tered shall reside, (3) oconditions of holding passes

under which such persons may be permitted to leavo_
the eaid limits, (4) conditions to be inserted in th"
pass with regard to the place where the holder of the
pass may go and reside, the officers before whom he
shall present himself and the time during which he
may absent himself, (5) conditions as to the vnswering
of roll-calls, (6} the terms upon which registered per-

8ons may be discharged from the operation of the

Act, (7) the mode in which criminsl tribes shall ba
sattled or removed, (8} the control and supervision of
agricultural, industrial and reformatory settlements,
(9) the hours of work, rates of pay eto. of persons kept
in settloments, (10) the discipline to which persons
violating the rules ghall be subjeci and the punish-

- ment to be inflicted on persona trying to escape from

gettlements and such other matters. Under the Act
if any  member of a criminal tiibé who, without
lawful excuse, fails to appear before the Distriot
Magistrate or such person authorised by him to make
a rogister of puch tribe, or omita to furnish the re-
quired information, or refuses to sllow his finger
prints to be taken, he ¢an be arrested without warrant
snd punished with imprisonment for a term which
may be extended to six montbs or with fine to the ex-
tont of Rs. 200 or both, If any registered member of
a criminal triba violates the rules made by the
local Government under the Act, he can be punish-
ed on a first convietion with imprisonment for a texrm
extending to six monthaor with fine to the extent of
Es. 200 or with both. On any subsequent conviction
he can be punished with imprigonment to a term
which may extend to one year and m fine up to
Rs. 500, In the cases of the breach of certain

' jmportant rules the punishment mentioned above

oan be euhanced and doubled.

Two sections of the Act which were added in
1897, ss also the schedule which epecifies .certain
offences under the Indian Penal Code lay down that,

‘if any member of a oriminal tribe, having been con-

victed of any of the cffences specified in the achedule,
shall thereafter be convicted of the same offence or
any other offence mentioned in the schedule, he shall
be punished on such second conviotion with rigorous
imprisonment for a term of not less than seven
years, and on athird convietion to transportation for
life. Andif & member of a eriminal tribe is found
in any place under such circumstances as to satisfy
the Court that he was about to commit or aidin the
commission of theft or robbery or that he was wait-
ing for an opportunity to commit theft or robbery he
shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a
torm whioh may extend to three years and shall also
be lisble to fine, Moreover, under the Ack, if a per-
son who is registered as a member of a oriminal tribe
is found beyond the 1imits prescribed for his residenca
without such permission as is required under the
rules, or aba place or time not permitted by the poss
issued to him, or who escapes from a settiement, ha
oan be arrested without warrant by any police officer
or vilieage watchman or headman, or removed to the
Distriot in which he ought to have resided, or to
the reformatory settlement from which he escaped. The
Act imposes a duty on every village headman and
watochman in a village in which any person belong-
ing to a criminal tribe resides and on every owner,
occupier of land or the agents of such land-owners or
occupiers on which such a person resides, to give the
earliest information to the nesrest police station of
the failure of any such person to appear and give in-
formation with regard to the registration of such'
persons a8 members of oriminal tribes, or the
arrival or departure of any member of a oriminal
tribe, or \any person suspected to be a member of
criminal tribe to or from the village or land.

In 1923 by an amendment a new seciion with
regard to the transfer of members of criminal tribes
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toIndian States was added to the Act. It iays down

that the local Government, if it is satisfied that ade-:

quate provisions have been made by the law of any
State in India for the restriction of the movements or

the settlement in a place of residence of persons be.-

longing to the crimingl tribes, and for securing the
welfaro of persons so0 restricted or settled, it may
direct the rermmoval to that State of any eriminsl tribe
or part thereof, provided that no person who is w
British subject shall be transferred to any Indian
State even though he may belong to & criminal
tribe. In the same year the provisions of the Act

were extended to the Presidency Townsand the City

of Rangoon.
. K. G. SHARARGPANI.

{ To be continued. )

INDIANS IN MALAYA.

EW people in this eountry are eager to atudy the
conditions of their countrymen abroad. The

Government reports, issued every year, give de-
tailed information about the Indian settlers in dif.
ferent colonies, but such reports do not generally
exoite much public interest. That is because the in-
formation given therein is presented in an unattrac-
tive form. The booklet * Our Countrymen in Mala«
ya" by Mr. A, Varkey Moothedan who Iived in
Malaya for some time and studied firsthand the con-
ditions of life of Indian labourers there, islargely free
from this defect and, moreover, containg suggestions
condueive to the welfare of the Indian population.

{ndia's connection with Malaya dates back to
very old times. As early as 300 B, C,, a prince of
Pataliputra had established a kingdom there and
brisk trade was earried on betwsen India and
Malaya for many ecenturies. During the 18th and
19th centuries down to 1873 Singapors, Penang and
Malacca were used as convict gettlements; and
buildings and roads were construoted with convict
iabour. Gradually these places became beautiful
towns and the convicts merged into the looal popula-

tion through the ticket of leave system, Several

estates for the cultivation of rubber were taken up by
European capitalists and coolies were recruited from
India in very large numbers by their agents osalled
Kanganies, who till quite recently were in the habit
of using atl sorts of methods in order to persuade the
unsophistioated coolies to leave their homes and sail
off to Malaya. The number of Indian labourers in
Malaya consequently inereased year by year. In
1930, the total Indian population there was nesrly 6
1akhs, i.e. 147 of the total population there and one-fifth
of the total number of Indianse abroad. They were
distributed on the wvarious estates, which numbsred
nearly 2500. Owing to the present economio depres-
sion Indian 1abour ia not in demand with the result
that not only has its recruitment been stopped but
1arge numbers of 1abourers are being repatriated.

All the immigrants into Malaya are labourers
except & small number who are engaged in indepen-
dent professions like Jaw, medicine, trade, &c. The
economioc condition of the labourers during normel
times was satisfaotory. However, recently condifions
changed, Butthanks mainly to the Indiar Govern-
ment Agont's efforts, wages have been standardised,
and the labourers ars now able to make some
savings out of their income, Thus we find from the
report of the Controller of Labour of Malaya
for 1931 that in the Straits Settlements alone
Rs. 6,12,550 were deposited in the Savings Bank by
Indian labourers and an amount of Rs, 44,554,698
was sent by money-orders for payment in India,
making an average of Rs, 37 per head. In the
Foderated Malay States the amount remitted

to Madras in 1931 by labourers averaged Rs. 80-8-7

par head as compared with Rs. 79-1-10 during.
the provious year 1t is necesgary to add that:
these savings had been effeoted in spite of the fact,
that most of the labourers were very muoh addicted

t> drink. The death rate was high in estates whare ar-
rangements for medical relief were meagre. In spite.
of legisiation in 1926 for establishing Health Boards

very few estates have well-equipped hospitals or

dispensaries~—a point to whioch the Agent to the
Qovernment of India had drawn pointed attention in-
his report for the year 1930. While in the Governmens,
Settlement of 8ingapore the death-rate was only 1-6
per mille in 1931, in the estates it was 8-73! Infant
mortslity was also high, being 257, in some estates,

Educational facilities for the children of Indiam
labourers tieed to be improved to a grest extent. Irm
the Strails Settlements there are only 53 schools for
292 estates and in ¥. M. 8. only 367 schools
for 1800 estates. The position in the Unfederated
Malay Btates isstill worse. But apart from the
small number of schools, the schools do nof seem tos
be conduoted properly. In many schoodls thers is-
very poor attendance and strength, the average enrole-
ment being less than 10 pupils | Needless to say that:
such schools cannot be very helpful in the spread of/
education, Nor is the guality of instruction very+
high. ' Most of the teachers are unqualified and unless-
trained men are put in charge of them it is futile tot
expeot any considerabls improvement in quality. g

Out of the Immigration Fund collected from the
employers by the Government, two homes are main-
tained for decrepit and anemployed Indians, one in’
Penang and the other in Kusala Lumpur. These'
homes are serving a very useful purpose by giving’
relief to a large number of afflicted and unemployed
labourers.

Although there are some Indians in Malaya who
are rich and influential, it is to be regrefted that no
eiforts are being made on an organised scale to make
the lives of the labourers happy by helping them to'
settle down permanently and improve their economio
and moral condition. These ]abourers are completely:
at the mercy of their employers with nothing to fall
back upon, during times of economie depression and
slump in trade. The legislative bodies ocontain no
representatives elected. by them. If some cone
structive scheme of eolonization had been undertaken:
the problem of repatriation would not have been as
acutbe as it is at present. This view is expressed by the
Controlier of Lisbour in his circular of August 14th
to the managers of estates. In this circular he stres-
sos the need of encouragement of cultivation of food-
stuffs by labourers and their dependants and draws
the attention of the employers to their duty of
paroelling out lards to them whick, he points out, is
imposed upon them by law. On this poini he says:

In the presens stage of affairs where a reduction im’
earnings has brought with it a limitation of the amount of
work provided for dependants, the provision of aliot~
ments and grasing grounds has become vitally important.
The posssssion of orops and stook tends to stabilisec
labour on estates, Where snch allotments had been pro--
vided and worked, the exodus has not baea as great as in’
oases whers no wuch aliotments had been made for;
labourees. If sugh allotments bad been bigger in a.rat’
and Jerger in mumber the heavy eoxpense incorred itli

sapatriation in 1930 and 1931 would have been oonsiderabip
reduced. .Allotments and live-stock provide a healthy
ococupation for labourers and their dependantsand thus
aid in seouring a settled and oountented labour foros
while Peconciling immigrants to the diference betweem
aonditions in their native villages and those prevailing
in outates whers life tende to besome one monotonous

rounds
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WAR ON UNTOUCHABILITY.

MAHATMA GANDHI'S STATEMENTS.

L

OR reasons over whioch I had no control I bave
not been able to deal with the question of un-
touohability, as I had fully intended to, after the

breaking of the fast. 'The Government having now
granted mo permission to carry on public propaganda
in connection with the work, I am able to deal with
the numerous correspondents who havebeenwriting to
me either in criticism of the Yeravda Pact, or to seek
guidance, or to know my views about the different
questions that erise in the course’ of the campaign
‘against untouchability. In this preliminary state-
‘ment I propose to confine myself to the saliont
questions only, deferring for the time being other
questions which do not call for immediate disposal.
.1 take up first the question of the poseibility of
my resuming the fast. Some oorrespondents contend
that the fast savours of coeroion and should not have
been undertaken at all and that therefore it should
never be resumed. Some others have argued that
there im no warrant in Hindu religion, or any reli-
gion for that matter, for a fast like mine. I do not
propose to deal with the religious aspect. Buffice it
to say that it was at God’s oall that I embarked upon
the last fast and it would be at His call that it
would be resumed, if it ever is. But when it was
first undertaken, it was undoubtediy for removal of
untouchability, root and branch. That it took the
form it did was no choice of mine.
cision preeipitated the orisis of my life, but I knew
that the revocation of the British Cabinet's decision

was to be but the beginning of the end. A tremenr. |

dous foroe ocould mot be =seb in motion merely
in order to alier a political decision unless it had
behind it a much deeper meaning, even unknown to
"its authors., The people affected instinotively
reoognised that meaning and responded.

Porhaps no man within living memory haa
travelled eo often from one end of India to the other
.or has penetrated so many villages and coma in
contaoct with so many millions as I have. They have
all known my life. They have known that I hava
recognised no barriers between *' uniouchables™ and
“touchables” or oaste and ceste. They have hoard
, me speak often in their own tongues denouncing un-
touchability in unmeasured terms describing it as s
ourse and & blot upon Hindvism, With rare excep-
tions, at hundreds of these mass meetings or at private
mestings in all parts of India, there has been no
protest against my presentation of the case against
_untouchabiiity, Crowds have passed resolutions
denouncing untouchability and pledging themselves
to remove it from their midst and they have on
innumerablae occasions - called God as witness to
their pledge and asked for His blessing that He
may give them strength to oarry out their pledge.
Jt was against these millions thet my fast was

The Cabinet de-

undertaken and it was their spontaneous love that

brought sbout a transformation inside of five days

and brought into being the Yeravds Pact. And it

will be against them that the fast will be resumed

if that Pact is not carried out by them in its

fullness. The Government are now practically

out of it. Their part of the obligation they ful-

filled promptly. The major partof the resolutions

of the Yeravda Pact has to be fulfilled by these

raillions, the so-called ocaste-Hindus who have

flocked to tha mesotings I have described. It is

they who have to embrace the suppressed brethren

and sisters as their very own, whom they have to

invite to their temples, to their homes, to their schools.

The untouchables in the villages' should be made to

feel that their sha ckles have been broken, that they
are in no way inferior to their fellow-villagers, tha$

they are worshippers of the same (God as other villa-

gers and are entitled to the same rights and privi-

leges that the latter enjoy. But if these vital

conditions of the Pact are not carried out by caste-
Hindus, could I possibly live to face God and man?
I ventured even to tell Dr. Ambedkar, Rao Bahadur
Raja and other friends belonging to the suppressed

gronp that they should regard me as a hostage for the
due fulfilment by oaste-Hindus of the conditions of
the Pact. The fast, if it has to come, will not be for
the coercion of those who are opponents of the reform,
but it will be intended to sting into action those who
have been my comrades or who have taken pledges

for the removal of untounchability. If they belie their

pledges or if they never mesant to a’oide‘by them and
their Hinduism was a mere camouflage, I should
have no interest left in life. My fast therefora cught:
not to affect the opponents of }eform, nor even fellow=
workears and the millions who have led me to believe
that they were with me and the Congress in the cam-
paign against untouchability, if the latter have on
second thoughts come to the conclusion that untouch~
ability is not after all a crime against God and
humanity. In my opinion, fasting for purification of
nelf and others is an age-long institution and it will
subsist so long a8 man believes in God. It is the
prayer to the Almighty from an anguished heart. But
whother my argument is wise or foolish, I cannot be
dislodged from my position so long as I do not see
the folly or the error of it. It will be resumed only
in obedience to the inner voice, and only if there is a

manifest breskdown of the Yeravda Pact, owing to

the oriminal neglect of caste-Hindus to implement

its conditions. Such neglect would mean a betrayal

of Hinduism. I should not oare to remsin its living

witness. | '

There is another fast which is & near possibi-
lity and that is in connection with the opening of
the Guruvayyur Temple in Kerala. It wasat my
urgent request that Sjb. Kelappan suspended his fast
for three months, a fast that nad well-neigh brought
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him to death's door. I would ba in bonour bound to

fast with him if on or before the first of January

next that temple is not opened to the untouchables
precisely on the same terms as the touchables and if
it becomes necessary for Sji. Kelappan to resume
his fast, I have besn obliged to dwell at some length

upon these possible fasts because of the receipt of

hot correspondence from two or thres quarters. Co-
workers, however, should not be agitated over the

possibility. To bscome unnerved over s prospect
one would not like to face, very often results in its:
_materialising. The best way of averting it is for all:
affected by it to put forth their whole strength into

the work that would'render the occurrence impossible.

Correspondents have asked whether interdining
and inter-marriage are part of the movement sgainst
untouchability, In my opinion they are not. They
touch the castemen equally with the oufcastes. It is
therefore not obligatory on an anti-untouchability
worker to devote. himself or herself to interdining
and intermarriage reform. Personally, I am of opi-
nion that this reform is coming sooner than we ex-

pect. Restriction on intercaste dining and intercaste
marriage is no part of Hindu religion, Itis a social
custom which orept into Hinduism when perhaps it

was in its decline, and was then meant perhapsto bea
temporary protection against disintegration of Hindu
society. To-day these two prohibitions are weskening
Hindu society and emphasis on them has turned the
attention of mass mind from the fundamentals which
are vital to life's growth. Wherever thersfore people
voluntarily take part in functions where touchables
and untouchables, Hindus and non-Hindus are in.
vited to join dinner parties, I welcome them as a
healthy sign. But I should never dream of making
this reform, however desirable in itself it may be,
part of an nll-India reform which has been long over-
due. Untouchability in the form we all know it is a
canker eating into the very vitals of Hinduism.
Dining and marriage restrictions stunt Hindu so-
ciety. I think the distinction. ie fundamental. It
would be unwise in a hurricane campaign to over-
weight and thus endanger the main issue. It may
even amount to 8 breach of faith with the masses to
eall upon them suddenly to view the ramoval of un-
touchability in a light different from what they have
been taught to believe it to be. On the one hand,
therefors, whilst interdining may go onwhere the
public is'itself ready for it, it should not bs part of
the India-wide eampaign.

I have letters, some of them angrily worded,
from those who style themselves Sanafanists, For
themn untouchability is the essence of Hinduism.
Bome of them regard me as a renegade. Some others
oonsider that I have imbibed notions agsinst un-
touchability and the like from Christianity and Islam.
Some again quote soriptures in defence of untouch-
ability. Tothese I have promised a reply through
this statement. I would wventure, theraefore, o tell
these correspondents that I olaim myself to be a
Sanatanist. Their definition of 8 Sanatanist is obvious-
ly different from mine. For me Sanatana-Dharma is
the vital faith handed down from generations belong-
‘fng oven to pre-historio ' period and based upon the

Vedas and the writings that followed them. "Fdr me
the Vedas arg aa dndefinable as God and Hinduism,
It would be only peartially true to say that
the Vedas are the four books which one finds in print.
These books are themselves remnants of the discourses
left by the unknown seers, Those of later genera-
tions added to these original tresmsures according to
their lights. Thers then arose a great and lofty-
minded man, the composer of the Gita. He gave to
the Hindu world a synthesis of Hindu Religion at
once deeply philosophical and yet easily to 'be up-
derstood by any unsophisticated seeker. It is the one
open book to every Hindu who will care to study 1t
and if all the other scriptures were reduced "to asshes,
the saven hundred verses of this imperishable book lét
ara quite enough to tell one what Hinduism is and
how one can live up toit, And I claim tobe a Sana-
tanist because for forl:y .years I have been saeking
literally to live mp fo the teacbmgs of that book.

Whatever is contrary .to its main theme I rejact as

un-Hindu. It excludes no faith and no teacher. )
gives me great joy to be able t6 say that 1 have
studied the Bible, the Koran, Zond Avesta and the
other seriptures of the world with the same reverence
that I have given to the Qita. This reverent
resding hus strengthened my faith in the Gita.
They have broadened my outlook and therefore my
Hinduism, Lives of Zoroaster, Jesus and
Mohamad, as I have understood them, have illumined
many & passage inthe Gita. What thorefore these
Sanatani friends have hurled agsinst me as a taunt
hes besn to me & source of consclation. I'take pride

in calling myself a Hindu baosuse I find the term
broad enough not merely to tolerate but to assimilate
the teachings of prophets from all the four corners
of the earth, I find no warrant for untouchability

in this Book of Life, On the contrary it ‘compels
me, by an appesl to my reason and a more
penetrating appeal to my heart in language that
has & magnetic touch about it, to balieve that all
life is one and that it is through God and must reburn
to him. Acocording to Sanralanz Dharmz “tanght
by that venerable Mother, life does mot consist in
outward rites and ceremonial, but it corisists in the
nttermost inward purification and merging ‘onaself,
body, soul and mind, in the divine essence. Ihave
gone to masses in their millions with this message
of the Gita burnt into my life. And they have
listened to me, I am quite sure, not forany pohtwgl
wisdom or for elogusnés, but bacause they lave
instinctively recognised me as one of them, 83 one
belonging to their faith. And as days have’gone
by, my bslief has grown stronger and strongar that
I could not ‘be wrong in olaiming to belong 'to

Sanatana Dharma and if God wills it, He will let me

geal that claim with my death,

November 4, 1932.

Yeravda Central Prison. M. K. GANDHI.

IL

A CORRESPONDENT, ia spite of having recsived &
liberal education, suggests that before Harijans ‘dre
put on a level with caste-Hindus, they shosld béoome
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fit for such reception, shed their dirty habits, -give up
-=ating oarrion; and another goes the length of saying
that Bhangis and Chamars who are engaged in
what he considers are “ dirty oocoupations ” -should
give them up. These critics forget that castemen are
-responsible for whatever bad habits are to be observ-
ed amongst the Harjans. The so-called higher
-oastes have deprived them of faoilitles for -keeping
-themseives clean and also the incentive for doing
g0. As for the ooocupations of seavenging and tan-
ning, they are no more dirty than many other occupa-
§ions I oan name. What may be admiited is that
these occupations like several othera ara carried om
‘Ina dirty manner, That again is due to the high-
handed indifference and 'oriminal neglect of the
~ high oastes.” Ioan say from personal expericnce
¢that both soavenging and tanning .can be done in-
e perfoctly healthy ‘and - elean manner. Every
‘mother is a scavenger in regard to her own ohildren
and every student of modern medicine is a tanner in-
asmuch as he has to dissect and skin human
oarcases. Buf we oconsider theirs fo be sacred
-ocoupations. I submit that the ordinary ‘soavenger's
and the tanner's ocoupations are no less sacred and
‘0o less useful than those of mothers and medical
men. Woe shall go wrong if oastemen regard them-
~Belves as patrons distributing favours tothe Harijans.
Whatever is done now by the caste Hindus for the
Harjjans will be but a tardy reparation for the
wrongs donete them for gemerations, and .if now
they have to berecsived in their existing atate, as they
must be received, it isa well deserved -punishment
{for the past guilt. But there is this oerinin satis- -
faction that the very act of receiving them with
-opan hearts would be m sufficient incentive to
-cleanliness and the castemen will for their own com-
fort and oonvenience provide Harjans with facili- |
tieb for keeping themselves clean. !
It is well to remind ourselves of what ‘Wrongs we
have heaped upon the devoted heads of tha Harijans.
-Socially they are -lepers. Economically they are
worge than slaves. Religiously they are denied
entrance to places we miscall “houges of God," They
-are denied the use, on the same terms as the castemen,
:of public roads, publie sehools, public hospitals,publie
wells, publio taps, public parks and the) Iike, and in-
some oasea their approach within a measured distance'
is & Bocial erime and in some other rare enough cases
thelr very sight is an offence. Thoy are ‘rolegated :
for their residence to the worst quarters of cities’
or villages where they practically get no social'
servives. Caste Hindu lawyers, and doetors will!
not sorve them as they do other members of soviety.
Brahmins will not offisiate attheir religious functjons,
‘The wonder is that they ars at all able to eke out
an existence or that they still remain *within the
Hindu fold. They are too downirodden to rise in
revolt against their suppressors. i
I have racalled these tragic and shameful fasts
in order o make the workers. vividly realise the.
‘implioations of the Yeravda Pact. It is only ceageless:
effort that oan raise these downtrodden fellow beings.

from degradation, purify Hinduism #nd , raise the
whale Hindu society and with it the whole of India.’

Let us not be stunned by this simple recital of the
wrongs. -If the demonsiration during the Fast week
was a genuine exprassion of repentance on the pait

-of caste-Hindus all will be well, and every Harijan

will soon feel the glow of freedom. But beforethis
much-desired end can be achieved the messaga of
freedom will have to be oarried to the remoctest
village. Indeed the work in the village is far ‘more
difficult than in the big oities where it is possible
quiokly fo mobilise public opinion. Now ‘that
there is the All.India Anti-Untouchability
League workers should work in coordindtion
with that League. And here I would "like to récall
what Dr. Ambedkar told me. He said, “Let there be
no rapetition of the old method when the reformer
olaimed to know more of the requirements of  hia
victimg than the victims thernselves,” arnd therefors,
be added, ** tell your workers to asosrtain 'from the
representatives of the Harijans what their first need
is and how they would like itto be patisfled.
Joint refreshments are good enough by way of
demonstratior, but they may be overdons. There is &
flavour of patronage about them. I wonld not attend
them myself. The more dignified procedure would
ba to invite us to ordinary social functions without
any fuss. Even temple entry, good and necessary as
it is, may wait, The crying need is the raising of
the economioc status and decent behaviourin the daily
contact.” I must not repeat here some of the harrow-
ing details given by him from his own bitter
experiences. I felt the force of his temarks, I hope

every one of my readers will do likewise.
Many suggestions have been gent to-me for adop-

| tion by the reformers. 'Oneis a repetition of what

Swami Shraddhanandji used to Tepeat so often,
namely, that every Hindu should have in his hoine &
Harijan who would be for all practical purposes:a
membeér of the family. The second comes from'a
non-Hindu friend deeply interested in India's wel-
fare. He says that svery well-to-do Hindu should
bear the expense of giving, if possible under his own
observation, higher education to s Harijan young
man or girl so that thesd after finishing their eduoa-
tion might ;work for the uplift of fellow.Harijans.
Both the suggestions are worthy of oonsidera-
tion and adoption. I would ask all who have
fruitful suggestions to make to pass them on to the
newly established Lsague. Correspondents should
recognise my limitations. From behind the prisdn
gates, I can only tender advice to the League and

the people. I can take no part in the real éxeoution

of plans. They should also recognise that my qpi-
nions, based as they must be on insifficient dats, -and
often on secondhand information, are liable to revis.
ion in the light of new facts and should therefore be
received with caution,

Though itis now past history I would devotena
paragraph to the objection raised by & correspondent
and even voiced in siippressed tones in the presa
Roferring to the political park of the Paot they ask,
‘What have you gained by it? The Harijans have
surely got much more than the Prime Minister
gave'. Well, that is exactly the gain. My oppo-
sition to the decision wasthat it gave stone instesd
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of bread. This Pact has given bits of bread. I perso.
nslly would have rejoiced with Dr. Moonje if the
Harijans had got all the seats allotted to the Hindus,
That  would have been the greaiest gain to oaste-
Hindus and Hindiism. What I wanted and what
Istill want is their complete merger in the oaste-
Hindus and the latier’s . in the former. It is my
deliberate opinion, not likely to be altered by any
fresh Pact that may come to light, that the more
the suppressors give to the suppressed the more they
gain, They gain pro tanto discharge from overdue debts.
" Unless the caste Hindus approach the question in
that humble, penitent, religious and right epirit, the
remaining part of the Pact will never ba observed in
the spirit that seemed to pervads Hindu society dur-
ing the Fast week. ,

I would like to tender my congratulations to those
Princes who have opened their State temples to the
Harijans and have otherwise proslaimed banishment
of untouchsability from their States. If I may
gsay it, they have thereby done some penance on
their own behalf and their people. I hope that the
Hindus residing in these States will carry out the
terms of these proclamations and so fraternize with
them as to make the Harijans fesl that they never
were the despised outeastes of Hindu humanity, We
are too near the scene of tragedy to realise that this
oanker of untouchability has travelled far beyond its
prescribed 1imits and has sapped the foundations of
the whole nation. The touch-me-not spirit pervades
the atmosphere, If therefore this white ant iz touch-
ed ab iis source, I feel sure that we shall soon for-
got the differences with regard to caste and caste and
religion and religion and begin to believe that even
as 8ll Hindus are one and indivisible, so are all
Hindus, Mussalmans, Sikhs, Parsees, Jews and
Christinns, branches of the game parent tree. Though

- religions are many, Religion is one,
lesson I would have us learn from the campaign
against untouchability. And we will learn it, if we
prosecute it in the religicus spirit with a determina-
tion that will not be resisted.

Yeravda Central Prison,

‘November 5, 1932. M. K. GANDHL -

L

A CORBRESPONDENT whom I know well and who is
in sympathy with the movement against untoucha-
bility, though he does not accept the whole of the
_programme, writes a long letter in Hindi frem which
T condense the following :

“ 1 fear that the campaign is not being kept within
bounds in all parts of the country. I understand that
in some oases those who olaim to be workers in the
cause are making use of guestionable methods such
a8 resorting to abuse of the adherents of the old order
and pouring ridicule on sacred names. Anyone who
dares to analyse your sayings or writings or who
demurs to the extreme forme that the campaign is
taking immediately becomes the butt of ridicule, is
~ labelled a traitor to his religion and even threatened
" with dire consequences, They do not seem to ocare
for the material or moral welfare of the outcastes,

That is the .

They think that their effort bagina and ends withe
promiscuous dinners and marching crowds of Hari-
jans to berrples, even in defiance of the wishes to the
contrary of the truetees. I am sure you do not wand:
the movement to degenerate into mere spactacular
demonstrations calculated merely to wound the-
foolings of the orthodox without doinz the leasb
gervice to the Harijans.” ‘
Out of nearly a hundred letiers on untouchability
received by me during the past month this is the first
letter eomplaining of the workers’ conduct bordering
on violence. I, however, felt the neceassity of giving'
publicity to the complaint, if only out of regard for-
my correspondent, as a warning to the workers. ¥
know that he will not indulgs in wilful exaggsration.
There oan be no compulsion in matters of religion,.
I ghould say in any matter. The public know my
veory strong views against violence in any shape or-
form against anyone, no matter what his caste or
creed or nationality may be. Let  those
in charge of the movement therefore understand-
that even in their impatience to save me fromr
the prospective fast they may nof forca the pace by
adopting questionable methods. If they do, they
will merely hasten my end. It would bea living
death for me to wiktness the degeneration of & move-
ment in whose behalf, as I believe, God had prempted-
that Iittle fast, The cause of Harijans and Hinduism.
will not be ser ved by the methode of the rabble. This:
is perhaps the biggest religious reform movement in
India, if not in the world, i nveolving as it does the welk
being of nearly sixty million human beings living
in serfdom, The orthodox section that disapproves.
of it is entitled to every courtesy and consideration
We have to win them by love, by self-sacrifice™

by perfect self-restraint, by letting the purity of our
lives produce itz own silent sffect upon their hearts.
‘We must bave faith in our truth and love couverting
the opponents to our way. There iz no doubt what-~
soever that deliveranoce of sixty million human beings
from age-long suppreseion will not bs brousis about
by mere showy demonstrations. There hasto be a
golid constructive programme contemplabing sitack
on all fronts, This enterprise requires the concentra-
ted energy of thousands of men, women, boys and
girls, who are sactuated by the loftiest religious
motives, I would therefore respectfully urge those
who do not appreciate the purely religious character
of the movement to retire from it. Let those who have
that faith and fervour, be they few or many, work
the movement, Removal of untouchability may
produce, indeed it will produce, grest political con-
sequences ; but it is not a political movement. It isa
movement purely and simply of purification of
Hindusim, and that purification can only comethrough

.the purest instruments. Thanks be to God that there-

are hundreds, if not thousands, of such instrumenis
working in all parts of Indis. Left fhe impatient-
sceptics wabch, wait and eee. But let them not mar the
movement by hasty, itl-conceived interference, even
though itmay be prompted by laudable motives.

Yeoravda Central Prison,
November 7, 1932, M. K. GANDHL

Printed and published by Mr. Apant Vinayak Patvardban-
- at the Aryabhushan Press, House No.936/2 Bhamburda
Poth, Poona City, and edited at the *Servant of
Ingia” Office, Servants of India Bociety’s Flome,
Bhamburda Poona City, by Mr. P, Kcdanda Rao.: -



. NOVEMEER 10; 183%.)

THE SERVANE OF INDIA. |

&3

- ¥ -fg/ aldo - mentiomed in e : oircular- that toe-

- -officers of the Labourdepartment have gsen examples
«of guocessful oultivation, especially by Telugu
Iabourezs, : ; S

With the restoratton of normal condittons of
trade and with the advert of a miore representative
Aaystem of goverament fn. Malayatils expected fhat
the lot of labourers will improve, This hops finds pup-
-pork in the uiterance of Dr. T. Drummond Shials, the
. then Patrliamentary Under-Secretary for the Colonies,

-at the Colonial Office Conferenoce heid in 1930. “One -

important principle held sirongly by this Government
was that the subject psople should be given every

apporttnity to develop to their fullest sapaecity inall .

~direotions and particularly in that of uliimate self-
government,” It is the dubty of the leaders of the
Indian community in Malaya to enable their un-

2educated and disorganised fellow-gcountrymen - te

beklet their eandition in life and to realise the advan~

4ages of self-government so that at no distant dase
Malaya is raised to the status of a free and seli-

goverping colony, - :

: : V.R. NAYANAR.

| Owr London Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL )
( From Qur Correspondent, )
LonDoN, 88th Ootobar,

‘ THE R. T. C. LIST.
4 ONTRARY to the expectation of my informant

| last week, it was found nacessary, but too late

for reference in my last letter, to make an imme-
djate sunonncement of the date, placs, and personnsl
of the third Round Table Conference. My anticipa~
tion that the place of mesting would be found o be
not far away from Big Ben and that the earlier rather
than the later date would bs preferred, has heen
* speedily verifiad. As to the parsonnel it is inmany
reespects disappointing, and in others significant, both
for its exclusions and its inclusions. The most
notable absentes is, of courss, Mr. Sast¥f. IL would
i inferesting to discover upon what authority the
Govertiment of India decided that the stats of his
‘hénlth was such that it would not be fair to him to
ask him to undertake the arduous responsibilities of
nmembership of this Confersnce. The most authentis
naws available here was that Mr. Sastei had been
rdligionsly conserving Kis hea¥th, in order to ensble
him to participate in the Confetenvs, and his friends
-here have beent alarmed at the serious deterioration
‘in his health that must have ocecurred to justify his
-oiifsston, It may perhaps be that the Government
of India have assumed more than the.circumstances
warrant and that upon further eonmquiry it will ba
found thset the state of Mr. Sastri’s health had fm-
proved sufficisntly to warrant an urgent request to
‘him to undertake, 0 fhe extent of his powers, the
-duties of membership of the Conferencs. Anothor very
significant omission is that of any representation of
the poor. Mahatma CGandhi on the last occasion
-claimed preeminently to be their champion, Un.

- fortunately circumstarces have combined to prevent
‘the Government fo honour kim with an invitation to

- join the Conference, and also to prevent his aceepting
such gt invitation. That, however, does not exon-
erafol tho Gowornment for the omission of some
qutitifed - representative of Labour, If landlordism
is fully and -eompetently representud, if Capital has

‘that L.abour was not interested inthe new constitution-
tor India, and if not, the omission of Mr. Joshi's
name is inexplisable. : R
~Another asignificant .omiassion froth #he list ax-
publithed, which admittedly is incomplete, iv W’
representative of the women of Indis. Obviously:
half the population of India -is entitted fo at leash'
ona representative, Forinnately thede two importntl
nmissions may be rectified st an edriy date: thamks
to the interpellation of the Beoretary of State o’
Monday by Major Miiner and Mr, Morgan Jones,
{ This has sinee happened.] Thres okher notable
omissions aroe Mr, M. A. Jinnah, Mr. C. Y. Ohinta-
mani and Sir Chimanlal - Setalvad. The twe
former ars associated with a particular atritnde on
the Federal question, and it would be natursl for the .
public to assume that the Government regard them
solves ag being precluded by the course of events af
the-two last Conferences from the neecessity of having
that particular point of view specially represented. .
It is nevertheless strange thai Mr. Jinnah's name at
laast is nob to be found in the present list, an omis-
sion that Mr. Jinnah himself takes with his acouge
tomed fortitude and philosophy.

The Justice party seems to be over represented in
s0 small & Conference, and one is aimost impellad ¢o-
nsk why “ injustice” in Madras bas ne spokesmamn, -
The Bengal Musalmans, who are recently understeod
to have voted againet separafe elactorates, are appa
rently to be represented by a communalist stalwark,
whilet the Bengal Hindus are ot to be represenfed
ai a]l, though there.shonld be at least one publicepis
rited man among them. [ Here too a ohange hes
been effected. ] The communal sitwabion in the-
Punjab speaks for itself in the composition of the
Punjab delegation. Pundit Narak Chaud, howeves,
would probably ba regarded with greater favour by
moderate people than Raja Narendra Nath. Of ¢he
ras the most important addition is that of, N. C, Ksl~
kar in the place of Dr. Moonje, in his ocapacity pre-
sumably of President of the Hindu Mahsa Ssbhs. The
change is for the good, and Mr. Kelkar who made
riany ‘friends upon his pravious visits to this country
is surse of & warm welcome from them. The inclusion
of 8ir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar woas
almost a foregone matfer if the Conference wera to
achieve anything like success. On the ofher hand, the
omission from the Siates’ repesentation of Sir K, K.
Hakear is o distinet Ioss, and his ahsence will be
regrotted by many olose friends who had acquired a
high regard for his characher, sbility and charm. Sir
Mirza Ismail is a distinet asset in s group that is
otherwige somewhat padestrian. 1t is evident, how-
ever, that bhe Ministers representing the States have
nons of the powers of plenipotentiaries and any deci-
sion to whioh they may tentatively agree must of
necessity be liable to -frustration upon referanee to
their respactive Princes. Presumably the majority of
the dolegates will be leaving for England by tomor-
row’s steamor snd in about a fortnight we shall be
welcoming them here, It is of course probable that,
as much of the work of the Conference will be
done in samera, communications to the Press wiil
be fower and of a more general and less explieit
character than on the fwo previous occasions. Press-
men, however, have a peculiar faculty for sensing
a sibuation, and securing effective publicity for
the eccurrences of the day, and on the whole I do
not anticipate any great difficulty in providing
authentic news of the events that may happen

~during the sitting of the Conferonce,

T understand that invitations have been =ent to
the Non-Government parties to seleet their represen-
tatives upon the British delegation to the Conference.

tis quulified agents and spokesmen, if the possesging | I understand that at any rate for the present the
olazses are duly represented, is it seriously contended ' Labour Party does nob intend. to avail iteeif of ths
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privilege, If that is true it will be a matter of great
dissppointment, and I am inclined to think that the
Labour Party will be committing a serious error, both
of principle and of tactics, The Party cannot get
away from its responsibility in trying to securs the
best poseible constitution for India with a maximum
transfer of power to the people. Their absence from
the scene will deprive the relatively small progres.
aive elemeonts on the Indian side of valuable ellies, 1
suppose that to some extent the Party attitude bas
been decided by the nature of the invitation, If the
British delegation is to include only Members of
Parliament, then obviously the Labour Party would
find itself deprived of some of its best experts on In-
dian affairs, neither Mr. Wedgwood Benn nor Profes-
gor Lees-Smith nor Mr. Pethick Lawrence being avai-

iable. Moreover the Party membership in the House

is not so large but that it would be embarrassed by
the absorption, at a oritical pericd in domestie his-
.tory, of Parliamentarians who oan ill be spared. -

IN PARLIAMENT,

So far India has not loomed large in Parliament,
but one has to remember that this special extension
of the Parliamentary session has been convened pri-
marily to deal with the Ottawa agreements, the
second reading of the Bill in connection with which
went through with a large majority yesterday. In
many respects the discussion on the agreements has
been unreal, We have sesn far more of the clash .of
personslities than of ideas, but at the same time there
must have been among the opponents of the measures
a oortain feoling of self-stultification in view of, to
oorrupt & phrase of Mr. Sidney Webb's, ;the immen-
se of: inevitability. The Government Party are
wholly committed to the agreements and the policy
of tariffs, and there is an overwhelming majority for
these in both Houses, Sir Walter Layton’s resigna-
tion from the Economic Conference following upon
the Samuelite deflection must bave come as a sad
disappointment to the Prime Minister,

Nevertheless India did intrude into the discu-
ssion on the Ottawa agreements at least twice, and
in two different ways. In the course of the debate
last Monday, Mr. Wallace had charged Mr. Lansbury,
when speaking earlier in the debate, with almost
hoping that the Indian Government would not confirm
the agreements made by its delegation at Ottawa, and
he expressed regret that Mr. Lansbury should have
offered encouragement to the Indian people to reject if.
Mr. Lansbury promptly denied that he had directly or
indirectly advised the Indian people on this subject.
His protest, be said, had been made againgt an agree-
ment being made in their name by people who were
totally unrepresentative of the people of India, That
wae an entirely different matter, he declared, from
his having the impudence to adivee Indian business
men how they should carry on their business.

In the course of the second reading debate on
the Ottawa Agreements Bill, Sir Robert Hamilton
referred to the case of India in another connection
altogether, The Opposition have made a very strong
point that these agreements bind this country not to
lower tariffs,i. e. indirect taxation, for 8 period of
five years, the effect of which would be to deprive
successive Governments and Parliaments during that
period from exercising their oconstitutional right to
reduce taxation. By contrast Sir Robert Hamilton
pointed out that the Government of India, under the
Indian agreement, could denouncs it atsix months'

notice, and the Opposition demanded that the gamse |

privilege should be extended to this country.

There is an excellent satirical power in the our
rent “New Statesman”, the theme of which is that we
lost the Amerloan Colonies by insisting upon taxing
them against their will, Recently the Dominions have

"eion and hostility.

threstened to leave the Empira unless we in Great:
Britain adopted & tariff policy in conformity with -
their desires, and that the time would not be far dis.-.
tant when we should threaten to leave the Empire-
ourselves unless our right to our own fiscal polioy
was conceded by the Dominions.

THE VICEROY AND MR, GANDHI.

To-day's cables convey the substance of the cor-
respondence between the Viceroy and Maulana Shou--
kat Ali, in which the former declined onos again to-
‘contemplate the -relesse of Mr. Gandhi until the-
latter disavowes the olvil disobedience movement. It
is & point of view that would cause great dissppoint-
mertt in sensitive quarters in this country. But aparé -
altogether from the merits of the question of whether- -
this is the proper attitude to adopt towards the Maha--:
tma, one would bave supposed that if there had besn
any real desire on the part of the Government of™
India to secure the effeotive abandonment of ocivil
disobedience by Gandhiji, they wouid at least have:
left the door ajar to enable promoters of peace to
convince him of the desirability, in- the interest of
the country and of his own great purpose of removing
untouchability and the elevation of the depressed .
clasges, of abandoning the movement and then of~
affording him the means of persuading his collegues
inthe Congress to collaborate with him in giving
effect to that conviction. These ideas, howaver, still-
peem to be far from the minds of the bureaucracy
at New Delhi, withthe result that, instead
of civil disobedience being brought to a speedy end,
it will continue to drag on miserably for an in-
definite period, embitterment and disillusionment
will continue to spread, and the work of the Confer-
ence will be undertaken in an atmosphere of suspi-
It all seems to be very poor:
statesmenship. My enquiries at this end show
very clearly that the authorities have been consi-
derably embarrassed by the way in which the Indian
bureaucraoy have olosed down all conversations with.:
Gandhiji making for peace on the larger scale,

KENYA LAND COMMISSION,

My attention has been epeciaslly called to the
Commisgion which is now sitting in Kenya under the
chairmanship of Sir William Morris Carter, which, .
I am reminded, is not concerned only with African
land claims. Among the terms of reference appears.
the following : “To define the area gonerally known
as the Highlands, within which persons of European.
descent are to have a privileged position in ac-
cordance with the White Paper of 1923.” I wonder
how many people have kept in mind a very important-
declaration of neutrality made by Mr. J ackson,..
Deputy Commissioner in British East Africs, as it
was then oalled, on the 28th February, 1902, an'd
quoted as follows in Mr. W, McGregor Rosa's -
“Kenya from within": “You are in error in suppos-
ing that the Government has any intention of . draw-
ing & distinction between Europeans and _It_ldums a8
far as rights of mining, settling, and aocquiring la_.nd
are concerned.” Are the Government of India taking
note of what the Morris Carter Commission is doing,.
and are they taking nny steps to see that the Indian.
oase is effectively put hefore it ?

| gwizm

A POLITICAL PORTRAIT GALLERY.
VACANT THRONES. A VOLUME OF POLITI-

CAL PORTRAITS. By SIR IAN MALCOLM..

( Macmillan, London, ) 1931, 22om, £04p. 10/6.
THAT there is no theatre comparable to the House of
Commons nor any comedies more instinob with .
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“human interest than those performed within ita walls
has been the expsrience of several Members of Parli-
ment, But very few Members of Parliament take
pains to record their impressions of the achieve-
mants of the greatantors in the theabre of the House
of Commona. Historioal biography will certainly’
be very interesting and valuable if biographers give
publicity tothe intimate details of their heross, for

it is from such details that the reader draws his in- |

dividual oconception of the historical personages,

The book before us is vsluable and interesting, for |

“it contains pen-sketches of the great historical per-

sonages by one who was associated with them dur- j

ing his long Parliamentary career. These political
poriraits from the psn of Sir Ian Malcolm appear
to be not 8o much chips from the learned workshop
-of a historian engaged in any epecial study, as

biographical sketches based upon association with |

‘the great statesmen in work or play. They certainly
msake no claim to depth of research or to originality
of view, but fhey are bound to ba of great interest
aeven to the scholar or the student, for the scholar
‘oan diseover in bhese personal memories of vanished

friends and acquaintanoes qualities that bhave not

hitherto bsen brought out and details not known
before. The book is sure to be of enduring value, for
. these portraits are & contribution to the understand-
ing of some historical personages by throwing more
ligkt on' them, and - the author has seen a good deal
further into them than other people,

Sir Jan Malcolm has had a brilliant Parlia-
mentary career, Though a Tory himself, his
:ketohes of Conservative and Liberal statesmen
are free from bias, We shall give a few
-examples, The author draws our attention to the
- #xceptionally brilliant way in which Lord Salis.
bury handled the foreign policy of (ireat Britain,
and how his leadership of the Conservative Party
both within and without Parliament was incompar-
able. Af the same fime the author admiis that he
was not “ popular " in the sense- which we give to
that word to-day. He was too reserved to be popular
in that sense. Speaking about Lord Rosebery, the
author saye that in spite of his splendid gifts Lord
Rosebery’s pramiership was unsuccessful because
of insompatibility of tempsr between him and his
-golleagues and his inability to disguise his feelings.
The portrait of Lord Balfour, the philosopher-states-
man, is very interesting. Balfour was a politician
but he had other interests, Heo was a great philoso-
-pher and wrote several philosophioc works. His
interest in scientifio subjscts was no less unflagging,
and he wuas a good shot and a persistent tennis
‘player. Though not gifted with good health he
overcame tha weakness of the flesh by the absorption
of self in the exeoution of public duty. About Sir
Henry Campball-Bannerman who rose from “the
.humdr.um administrator, a politician malgre lin, to
the triumphant Generalissimo of a oonsolidated
Liberal army, ™ he says thus:

“It is not for me to Jndge whether history will unltima-

"tely grade . B, asa Prime Minister of the first or of
"lesssr rank. But of this I am sure, that he oame from
the same rook ous of whioch grsat Prime Ministers, per-
baps with happier opportunities, are hewn, He had con-
Yiotion and oourages; he had patiencs and psraeverance;
he kad kindliness, dignity, sand honour.”

Dealing with Lord Oxford and Asquith, the auth-
-or 8ays that his record as a barrister was nota very
brilliant one in spite of the fact that he was endowed
with a brain which (, B, onoe desoribed as & “ fault~
Jess pleve of machinery.” *Perhaps it may bs,”
says the author, “that he just lacked something of
¢he firs of imagination, the self-revealing powar,
whioch brings eoaviction to the mind of a jury ; that,
a8 someons - wrote of him, “he requires more blood ;

:iron he hag in plenty and of execellent quality and
that this deficieney together ‘with 'an - economy of
miesionary fervour . explains the matter.” “About
Asquith’'s leadership, "the' author has something
effective: mot :
“That he failed to satisfy his opponents goes bf' scurse
without saying In an assembly where private judgment”
is often obscored by party loyalty, but it may perhaps ba’
said that he did not always completely satisfy his sup-
porters, to whom ha brought little of the joy of battle; 8o
dear to the rank and file of every political party, nor
any of the fire of a consuming faith, -bat only the oslm
contribution of & great intellect as hard as ﬂriiu and as
cold ag ataeel.” o - )
We may give many more illustrations of the impartial
judgment of the learned suthor onthe great historical
figures, but space forbids us from so doing!. ' -
These political portraits not merely . enable us
to pioture before ourselves whal these great men mi-
ght have been, but also refresh our memory in regard
to the great movements of the time. The Home
Rule issue, the Liberal split, the Tariff Reform con-
troversy, and the House of Lords’ Vefo—t{hese first-
rate politioal questions are treated in relafion to the.
great persons who were in the thick of the fight.
Wio have no hesitation in saying that these
delightful sketches are a valuable contribution to
historical biography. . N
M. V. SUBRAEMANYAM,

' STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL
UNEMPLOYMENT.

INTERNATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT. A
STUDY OF FLUCTUATIONS IN EMPLOY~
MENT AN SEVERAL COUNTRIES, 1910~
1930. Ed. by M. L. FLEDDERUS. (I. L, Rela~
tions Institute, The Hague, Holland) . 1932,
250m. 498p.

THE paradox of recurrent economic distress snd

increasing unemployment in a period of growing use

of the world's natural resonrces hasg become a chronio -
- feature of the post-war world industrial sitnation,
But though the bitter facta of experience have driven
home the basic truth that violent fluctuations in
employment oonstitute essentinlly 8 menace to stane
dards‘of living, there has been as yet only an imper-
fect appreoiation of the causes that. contribute to
periodic and violent osoillations in the figures of the
employed. The result is that despite oclamorous
protests and vociferous demonstrations by the un.
fortunate unemployed, sc far as their active thought
processes are -concerned the people affected have
almost resigned themseives to passive acseptance of -
unemployment as an inexplicable and inevitable
concomitant of the existing industrial system. Yet
if trade and industry are to be rehabilitated, economia.
ohaos to be avoided and confidence restored, and our
heritage of a common ecivilisation is to be salvaged,

inetead of passive acceptance of unemployment, a

polioy. of vigorous pracfical preventive action om

aoncerted international lines has to be inaungurated.

One of the few international bodiss working in this -

field is the International Industrial Relations Assca

oistion and the volume under review is a collection
of eight papers giving a picture of the resurrence of :
unemployment in different parts of the world—

Australia, Canada, China, Germany, France, Great

Britaln and Soviet Russia, being the eight countriea

seleoted for treatment—during the two decades 1910~ -

1930, submitted to that body aas a starting point for

disoussion of the international aspects of unemploya

ment at the Soocial Economio Congress held under the
Assooiation's auspices in August 1931,
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These analysis of fluctuations.-in employment -
during the:crucial years of the war and the post-war
period almost right up to the present furnish what
might be called an admirable index of the* weather
conditions * prevailing in this particular sphere, The
seleetion of the eight eountries the reports for which
are-inoluded; in the volume, was determined, in part,
as atated in the Introduction, by the availability of
trained investigators; but as due consideration was
given in'the selection {o the illustrative character of
thegse countries ‘and the ‘industrial importance of
their present status in. world economy, waluable
_results of universal applicability have been obtained
‘a8 the result of these studies, From the viewpoint
of industrial development, one may divide the coun.
fries ‘of the world into three broad categories:—
regions of surplus resources and production, regions
of inccmplete resources and restricted- markete, and
regions neéwly entering upon industrialisation. In all
these three categories slike today there is crying
need for social economic planning—that is for a
planned adjustment of productive . capacity and
standards of living. A careful study of the reports
show ‘that even in 'the period before thé war un-
employmeni was growing; that the first rude impact’
of unomployment on world conecicusness synchro-
nised .with the yesar of thé start of the Great War—
1914 ; that a temporary increase followed the War,
and that 1921-22 was marked by depression; and
that the current period beginning in 1930, registers
the lowest point in earnings and employment in the
years for which comparative statistics are available.
It would not be too venturesome to hazard the guess,
though accurate figures are not available, that
today the number of the unemployed in the world,
together with their dependents, would be in ths
néighbourhood of 80 millions, The immensity of the
figure may stagger the imagination and give a rude
jolt to complacent optimists who would like-to Iull
thémselves into a sense of false security by un-
questioning acceptance of the poetic concept: “ God
is in his high Heaven and all is well with the
world ;-" but faots, asthose given in the report under
review, would show that unemployment today isa
univetsal malaise, and that social economic planning
on an internationsl scsle is the only effective remedy
for it. .

Itis uniortunate that'tbe volume underreview does
not contain a section on unemployment conditions in
Indie,. While the adage that a " Nation without his-
tory is & happy nation ™ is generally true, the almost
ccmplete abrence of statistics with regard to unem-
ployment conditions in this country does not unfor-
tunately indicate the immunity of India from the
unemwployment virus. The conspiracy of silence
maintained hitherto by the autharities in this respeot
hae been frustrated to a certain extent by the revela-
tions made in the Whitley Report to the effect that
unemployment among factory workers and in speci-
fio categories of workers like railway employees, sea-
men and dock-workers has become a matter of sericus
concern. Some recent figures emanating from autho- |
ritative quarters go to show thatin Indian railways
slone over 40,000 mien have been discharged due to
retrenchment, thet roughiy 50 per cent. of Indian
geamen are on the unemployed list, that in the textile
industiy of Bombay alone over 30,000 operatives
are cut of work, that the jute industry of Bengsl is at
ite Jowest ebb and that even possibilities of agrioul-:
turel employment bave shrunk owing to reduction in
the cultivated srea because of the progressive colla-
pee-in prices registered by the principal sgricultural :
produets of the.ocountry. These faots indubitably
show that the problems of unemployment -and
thedevieing of efficlent remedial measures 'for it are
of vital interest:to:.India and in ‘thie “respeet the-

volume under review should engage the earnest’ at--
tention of all those interested in the economic wells
being of India.

In the stdgespreparatory topresenting thaseries of
reports included in the present voluine in book<form,
the International Industrial Relations Association
has worked in close colleboration with the [ L. O.,
one of the main pracccupations of whieh body, as is-
well known, is exhaustive research into all the 'var-
ous aspects of unemployment, Research students
and others who feel that the range of countries deslt
within the present volume is ratber limited and who
desire to study the problems of unemployment in
thoir widest aspects, would, therefore, do well to act
on the suggestion given in the book under review and
supplement their investigations by a careful study
of the severdl valuable monographs non " Unemploy-
ment” that have been issued by the I.L, O, inits
Studies and Reports Beries.

K. E. MATTHEW.

ADMINISTRATIVE SYSIEM OF
VIJAYANAGAR.

STUDIES IN VIJAYANAGAR POLITY. By K.
ISWAR DUTT. {The Author, Local Fund Audit
Dept,, Coconada, } 1931, 25cm. 59p. Re, 1.

A SCHOLARLY description of the ad::pinig.tmtiyef
system of the Empire of Vijayanagar Is given In
this publication wunder suitable tOplcal_ hegds.
References to epigraphs, inseriptions and hlsto.rlcal'
records upon which the picture isbased are 9xbenswely
quoted in the footnotes. The genersl outline may be

- given in some such way.

The Empire owed its motive power to the presente--
of alively fearin the minds of the people of the South
of India that if they did not unite against the common
danger of a Mahomedan occupation, there would be
an end of all their ecivilization snd culture. The
emergence of a strong central political power was
therefore & necessity. This explains the almost un-
limited despotism of the Kings of 7\1’l:m.ya.na.gam-, the
large powers delegated to their ht_li_msters. who were -
capable organisers as well as military commandel:a
and the supreme efforts made to concentrate sll their-
resources for purposes of defence.. Although most of
the revenue was derived from irrigation and com-
merce, the amount had to be supplemented b_y heavy
taxation, which included taxes on professionslike those
of the weavers, washermen and barbers and did not -
even oxclude a tsx on msrrisges (pp. 10-11). The
viilagers were further made to psy for the.cele‘l:[ra-
tion of the festivals of Gods and for ‘making
provision of dancing girls to the God * and one need
not wonder if at times they declured a pol.my of non- .
payment of taxes and even ‘ put to death ’ those who
paid taxes against their will. Generally, however, a
large amount of village:autonomy was allowed and
Provincial Governors hada free hand in the manage-
ment of their provinces, provided, of course, thal
they supplied the necessary quots of men and momney
for defence. The picture is therefore one of a centra«
lised mediseval monarchy, limited pgrhaps by a
number of ministers. The duties- of kings and.of
ministers are described® -from -sources of the period
and this reminds one of & similar r.despnptlon given
in the work on Maharashtra Polity by Amatya
Ramchandrapant in Maratha history. The kings
and ministers bowever ruled successfully snd saved
the Empire from destruction for more than two
hundred years. _ _

Among other rubjects the adm_inistrat:gn‘ of .
templesis likely to givemuch valuable information om-
social and econcmic aspects of the life of thoge days..
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But this is not completed in this volume. - We should
- woertainly learn much from a stmdy of the.-.worqug
-of the corporations of mansgement of these public
 trusts, the records thai they kept of all happenings jn
. the temple and the method of keeping their registers
, and their treasury accounts.

" The book is worthy of being olosely studied by

students of Indian history, especially by research }

students, who will find in.it a lot of useful informa~

-stion regarding -the charactor and mrethods; of ~the

y Vijayanagar sdmjnistratipn. : |
-V. N. KUMBHARE.

.GANDHI IN BRUSH AND (PENCIL.

~MAHATMA GANDHI. “SKETCH IN-PENCIL
"AND BRUSH. By KANU DEsaL ( Tarapores
walla, Bombay. )} 25om, 29p, Rs. 3.
MAHATMA GANDHI is revered In India as an avatar
-"or God-sent architect of the nation. 'But fo many in
England his performances, -whether in politica or
.religion, are highly confourding, hordering con those
of a crank. To take but the latest .instance, his
reoent fast in Yerawada, which stirred the nation
_tothe very depths of jts being, was not understood
st all by & largs section of thinking Kugland, some
- of the leading crgans of English public” opinion not
‘hesitating even to pour ridicule on the soul-stirring
‘phenomenon. This obtuseness of the English mind,
‘its arrogant scorn of what it has groasly failed to
~understand, must be removed *hefore -Indo-British
- relations could be built' up on a sound - basis. * This
--task is best achioved by Englishmen themselves who
~gombine proper understanding of Indian life and
“ideals with genuine sympathy for the nation’s strug-
gle to realise those aspirations. ST
‘But such gqualified evangela of Indo-British peace
.and amity ars not xuany. Of the fow rare -souls
who bave dedicatad their lives with true -mjissionpry

H
i

. gzeal tothe self-imposed task of interpreting India o |

England snd bridging the gulf between the two
"nations Father Verrier Elwin docupies & highly res-
pected place, In the book before us he has succeaded
in expounding in very brief compass—the whole
- sketoh covering less than 30 pages—the many diffe-
ront sides of Mahatmaji’s personslity and hia teach-
ings, In the prelude to the essay the muthor tells us
that he has tried to portray Gandhiji onty in the
forms in which he has touched the author’s henrt and
helped him. " The explorer,” “ths ascetic,” “the
labourer, ** the poet and avtist, ™ “the rabal,” *the
- dewotes,™ “the lover of men, ™ and © the -uvivarsal
soul " are the headlines of some of the chapters in
- the book and serve to indicate the sides of Mahat-
maji's personality which have won for him sucha
worthy exponent and disciple as the author, Father
Elwin wields & facile pen and is able to impartto
the roader not only a clear intellectual grasp of the
main tenets of the Gandhian gospsl but also some-
thing of the emotional glow, the infections enthu-
siasm of the snirit $hat an srdent follower fesla for
his Master. We strongly commend the boak £o all
those Interested in modera Indian nationslism and
the fragie figure whioh, though confined within
- prison-walls, is able to move into sudden aation,as
a mighty dynamo of powaer, the hearts of eountless
millions steepad in lathargio indifferance outside.

Of Kanu Dasai's sketohes in poncil and
brush only artists or expert art-oritios can speak with
suthority. We nre eompstent only 4o express the
oxpeorience of thslay observar that the pictures hava
something striking in them which attracts the gyes
and repeatedly rivets them on thes intenmsely expres-

- sive features partrayed. The sketches number 13 in
.all ard in the words of Fathar Elwin give “a bril.

Lliantly imaginative interpretation of the Makatma's
character.” The get-up of the volume is excellent,
M. R-RAMASWAMI,

RURAL ECONOMY IN: THE PUNJAB.

AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF TEHONG, ‘A ‘VIL-
LAGE IN THEJULLUNDUR DIST. OF THE
PUNJAB. Inquiry oconducted by ANCHAL

.DASS & H. ‘CALVERT. - (The Board of - Eeono-
mia Inquiry, Punjab. ) 1931.. 25em. 345p- Rs. 4.

. A COMMENDABLE enterpriee on the part of 'tht_é‘Board

_and the two gentlemen connected with this work."The

| | study is exhaustive, and its accuracy may - be accept-

ed. Thescheme of the Board to have one such sur-
vey for each distriot is by itself praiseworthy. "But a
village, however typical, cannot be expeciedto be.a
miniature district, The conolusions whiok the facts
. in this volume may lead to, may .most surprisingly
be quite unsuitable to-its neighbouring villags, say
- Shahpur. Tehong has a population of 2303, witha
| total aren of 2,475 scres of which 137 acres are not
under cultivation. ' The -village has a fixed -assess~
roent of Rs. 7,000 together ‘with ‘many other ocesses.
There are no irrigation cansls, and - the irrigation is
from wells and by ocountry 'lifts. The average
holding is sbout 3} socres. The holdings are
divided and - scattered. Fragmentation has
assumed enormous dimensions ‘and the efforts of
the co-operative - consolidation movement have f1ivt
go far achieved striking results. The smallest plot
is -005 aores and the largest is 3-611 acres, A small
‘holding of 36 Kanals 16 Mavias (abont 314 acres )
consists of 23 scattered plots. With every sucoeed-
ing. jgeneration, fragmentation tends to increase in
geometric progression. -H-isthis fragmentation that
s At the raot of slackmess and -backwardness in agri-
wakurg, Landholders uare better off thantenants who
got'a bare living, The co-operative sociely "bas not
so far given facilities for tenants %o foin it and
this expiains the flourishing trade of usurers, -agni=
oultural and non-agricultural. Indebtedness saused
by the wusual csuses is another crying evil,
T.and revenue has been increased for .every
settlement as a matter of routine. . The .taccavi
1osns obtainable from Government are not popular
in the village. The markesing of producs and
the purchase of .commodities are done in a most
-uneconomical way, and the co-opsrative society has
not eome forward bo take up tiis work., The yield
.of the 1ands and the expanses of oultivation ars.given
in detail. An elaborate ocattle survey, the cost of
oonstruction of wells and the average food consump-
‘tion for difforent clagses and other imstructive faota
sbout the village are given. The tabular statements
and the three maps add to the usefulness of the book.
The questionnaire at the end is a model ona for rural
economists to work on.

" N.8. 8§,
SHORT NOTICES.
RUSSIA.
WHAT WE SAW IN RUSSIA. By ANEBURIN

BEVAN, E. J. STRACHEY and GEORGE STRAUSS,
(The Hogarth Press, London.) 1931, 20cm. 30p.1/~

THESE thrae members of Parlismen§ visited Russia
in September 1931 and spent & few weeks thera in
order to se? things for themselves. This pamphlek
embodies the results of their observationa mnd may

be expected to do a good deal to educate public
opinion about the real state of affairs in Russia.
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Theé. five-year plan, they state, is “an attempt to
turn . Russia into an up-to-date industrisl country

in five years.”. They explain the conflicting reporks |

about food being plentiful in some parts and food
shortage in others thus: “The production of food-
stuffs has been interfered with by the scheme for
radieslly revolutionising agricultural production
which has been ruthlessly applied. And its effect is
aggravated by an inefficient system of distribution.”
1t is to be hoped that conditions of life there have
improved since these visilors left ‘Russia. Partly
as & remedy for food shortage new forms of com-
munal eating places are, we sare told, being esta-
blished in Leningrad. Almost every factory has a
workers' oainfeen and the visitors found several
“factory kitchens” or mass restaurants in Leningrad,

‘in pome of which 83 many as 40,000 meals are pre- |

pared daily— meals which are wholesome
moderate in price. ,

The visitors found conditions of labour “fairly
good,” ““There is” say they, “a seven-hour day which
has not yet come everywhere into force; frequently
an extra hour ig worked at $ime and half rates,
Every worker geté a minimum of fourteen days’
snnual holiday with pay, which he often spends at
T, U. rest houses free of charge. Women workers
get two monthe’ holiday with pay before and after
child-birth,” - _

The general impression left on one's mind asa
result of the perusalof this firsthand study of Russian
conditions is that life in that country is certainly not
as unbearable as it is sometimes- made out to be: in
gome interested quarters. Any way the authors des-

erve praise for their unselfish labours in the ocause
of truth.
D.V. A,

THE OTTAWA TRADE AGREEMENT BET-
WEEN INDIA AND GREAT BHRITAIN.
-By C. N. VAKIL and M. C. MUNSHI, 1932.
40p. As. 10,

CONSIDERABLE interest has beer arcused throughout

and

this country in the Ottawa Trade Agreement and its |

implioations are being examined very ecritically in

press and on platform, The man in the strest who is |.

not acquainted with the intricacies of Imperial Pre-
ference and ‘international trade relations asks a very
simple question : “What will India gain by aocept-
ing the agreement™? Messrs. C. N. Vakil and M, C.
Munshi have succeeded to a great extent in answer-
ing this question in a direct and convinecing
manner in their thought-provoking pamphlet.
The conclusion they have arrived at after the
-analysis of the problem and with the help of relevant
statistical sources, are briefly as follows:—If the
agreement is ratified the United Kingdom will be abla
to capture an additional market in India to the value
of neaily Rs. 33 erores, and consequently production
in the U. K. will receive impetus, while India will get
sn additional market of Rs. 13 crores in the U. K. with

the disheartening prospects of further inersase of the "
burden on the Indian taxpayer and at the same time
earning the ill-will of other countries due tothe displa-

oement ‘of the Indian import trade with them and the
consequent unwillingness on their pars to take the
exports of India. Infheevent of non-acoeptance of the
agreoment India will lose only & market of Rs. 8 crores
in the U.K.,i.e., 2-86 per cent, of the total exports and
that loss can be easily compensated by trade with
other countries. Moreover India will be quite fres to

develop her own industries if she is not bound hand .

and foot by the agreement which presupposes that she

" Second Edition.

will be a regular supplier of raw materials to
the U. K.

The conclusions ably reasoned out are encugh to

‘warn Indians sgainst the blind acceptance of the

agreement and to give an impetus for further enquiry

"into the effects of the -agreement on each article of

trade.
V.R. N.
BUDDHISM AND ITS PLAECE IN THE
MENTAL LIFE OF MANKIND. BY Paul

DAHLKE. ( Macmillan, London.) 24om, 254p,
10/6. . . .
THE PILGRIMAGE OF BUDDHISM. BY JAMEE
PRATT, ( Macmillan, London. ) 25¢m, 758p, 18/-
DR. PAUL DAHLEE offers thoughts to the ordinary
thinker, Unfortunately, they are quite meaningles:
to the ordinary thinker, For instance, he sayt
“Truth is to serve life or in a hitherto unheard-of new
order of things, life is to do service to truth.” It i
& beautiful statement if only we have definite view
on Truth and Service. The Buddhistic Truth is no
dynamic enough for life nor is there much o
radiance of joy in gervice. But in spite of it, one o
the greatest lives lived on this esrth was that o
Gautama Buddha. : )
James Pratt, in his psychological survey,i
struck by the impact of Buddhism on the 1:611310[18 0
China and Japan and their reaction to it. To th
western mind it is incomprehensible—that jmpas
sivity,  that other-wordliness, that utter tranquiliity

It impresses him abundantly., For he has only th

background of the western form of Christianity. T
him comes Buddhism as & sense of repose to !
‘turbulent heart.

Fr. YESUDAS, C. 8, 8.

Revised & Enlarged_,:

“ Yogic Physical Culture. ”
BY
SJT. 8. SUNDARAM, Bangalore.
A Self-Instructor and Guide-Book of Yoga Asanas,

Pranayam and Yogic Cure. All the .20 Poses are
illustrated with photo-plates printed on Art paper.

Paper Cover Re, 1¢8. Card Bound Rs. 2
Pastage As, § Extra.

Eull Calico Bound Art Paper Foreign Edi;ion.
Rs. 4 or 6 Sh. or 2 Dollars.

« Yogic Physical Culture. ”

Kanarese Edition. Paper Cover Re 1
Poslage As. 5§ Exira.

« Yogic Physical Cultare Chart. ”

14 Yoga’ Asana poses printed on Double Crown
Art Paper with detailed desoription, and
" instructions for daily praciice.

In Three Separate Editions:—
ENGLISH, TELUGU, KANARESE
Per Chart As 4. Postage Anna 1 exly
Brahmacharya Publishing House,
Malleswaram—Bangalore.
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