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Topics of the ¥eck.

' International Conference on lndi_a.

* THE organisers of the International Conference
on India among whom must be prominently included
the well-known theosophist, Mrs. Cousine, which was
held in Geneva on the §th inst. deserve India’s heart-
folt gratitude for their efforts to secure irternational
sympathy in her fight for freedom, From all accounts
the Conference was a great sucoess, 26 organisations
from 15 different countries being represented at it,
Dr. Edmond Privet was selected to preside over the
Conference, at which an account was submitied by
the several delegates concerned of the pro-Indian acti-
vities that were being conducted in their respective
oountries. Theae included Belgium, France, America,
and Switgerland. In France Madame L. Morin,
has been car:ying on her untiring labour of love in
the cause of India and has dome much to arouse
eympathy for this country in European countries. The
prinoipal resolution passed by the Conference upheld
India's right to full self-dstermination and decided
to collect and disseminate correct information about
India through a permanent international committes,
It was also decided to entrust the work to a small
exsoutive committee with headquarters in Geneva.
The Indian politioal situation engaged the sttention
of the Conference which telegraphed to the Prima
Minister asking that * freedom should be given to
Mahatma Gandhi for pursuing negotiations in view
of peace,” and pressing for the relemse of all civil
disobedience prisoners and the withdrawal of the
ordinances, It may be mentioned here that the
Provisional Exeoutive Committes of the Conference
did its best to enlist the sympathy of the delegates to
the 13th Assembly of the League of Nations in the
Indian cause. The statement sent by this Committee
to the delegates drew their attention to the * gravity

. Of the situation in Indis,” and to the evils resulting

--goners and withdrawing the ordinances.
- suggested that a Conference be held consisting of the

-oal preference,

from the repressive policy of the Government.

. Emphasis was algo laid on the desirability of easing

the present tension by releasing.all satyagrahi pri-
It was also

accredited representatives of the two ocouniries as
equals to evolve a constitution by mutual agree-
ment which will be sacceptable fo India and the
opinion waa expressed that no such Conference could
be complete unless Congress weas represented at it,
There oan be no doubt that in making these demands
the Conference gave proof of a close grasp on its part
of the Indian gituation. '

* » L

The Burden of Dominionhood,

THE status of a Dominion “with which India is
supposed to have been endowed, asince she was invi-
ted to sign the Versailles Treaty and to join the
League of Nations as an original member in her own -
right, is no doubt of a purely ' decorative.character ;
but if the honour is empty it has' not proved at any
rate particulary onerous so far. Now however India’s
so-oailed Dominjonhood iz about to bring heavy
burdens in its wake. For the principal ground which
the Indian delegation to the Ottawa Conference have
adduoced in defence of the Tariff Agresment which on
their advice the Government of India has entered into
with Great Britain amounts to this, that India's
being classed with the Dominions makes thia Agree-
ment inevitable, Tha delegation seem to say: "“In
the balance-sheet of this sagreement, it may be admit-
ted the direot advantages on the side of India are nof
great, but the losses it helps her to avoid are very
groat indeed. Since March last Great Britain has
been levying a' general ad wvalorem duty of 10 per
cent. on foreign imports and has threatened to
levy the same: duty on imports from Dominions,
among  whom Indis is' inoluded, unless by the 15th
of November they arrive at arrangements of reoipro-
India would lose terribly if her
exports to Great Britain were to bs subjeoted tothis
duty. She can save this loss only by her joining the
soheme of preference. The non-self-governing colonies
suffer from no such handicap. Even if they refused
to give preference to British goods in their markets,
the goods which they might export to England would
still be free not only from the 10 per apnt. duty, but
also from the additional duties which Great Britain
has deoided to chargeupon certain foreign importa. But
India, though not self-governing, is being treated as
s Dominion for certain purposes, and in the matter
of Imperial Preference she has to pay a price for her
newly acquired status.”

L * *

WHY has Great Britain exempted Colonies and
Protectorates from Impork Duties to which Dominions
would be subject in the event of their standing out of
Imperial Preference ? Apparently fortwo reasons, One
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isthat colonies have notthe power of determining their
own fiscal system, and they certainly have nof the
means of discriminating in fiscal matters against
Qreat Britain, in order to prevent which the Import
Duties Act was devised in the main. The other
reason is that the goods they exchange are such as
ara not likely to enter into competition with British
goods, The Chanosllor of the Esgchequer himself
gave thise reason while moving the Import Duties
Bill. He said: “The Colonies, the Protectorates
and the Mandated Territories are in a somewhat
different position from that of the Dominions. They
lie, for the most part, in tropical or semi-tropical
latitudes ; they have scarcely any manufactures of
importance ; and their products, which are for the
most part fruits and vegetables, seeds and nuts used
for expressing oils and fibers, are not of a kind
which ocompete with the home products of this
country.” In both these respecis surely India
ocoupies a position which is far more like that of
Crown Colonies than of Dominions. Her fiscal
freedom is even outwardly limited to this, that the
Secretary of State cannof force his own views oa the
Government of India when the views of the latter
e¢oincide with those of the legislature; but, as past
exparience has provad, the Secretary of State can in
fact prevent the Government of India’s views from
baing known when they differ from his and thus
effectually reduca India’s fiscal avtonomy to a
nullity. Similarly India’s energies are still being
fargely devoted to the production of raw materials;
and in the ease of her two principal industries,
British manufactures receive preferential treatment
in her market. There js no conceivable reason
therefore why Indian produce should not enjoy fres
entry into England after November 15, as the
produce of the Crown Colonies will irrespective of her
giving preference to British goods. If it be true that
she is to be admitbted within a year or two tothe
rank of Dominions, not only for ceremonial purposes,
but for the exercise of real power why cannot Great
Britain refrain, just for this short space of time, from
bestowing upon her the burdensome honour of baing
treated s a Dominion in this matter ? India, for her
own parf, will not mind being degraded to the
position of a Dependency, so far as imperial pre-
ference is concerned, pending the result of the R.T.C,
& * *

ON omne point some elucidation is necessary,
Great Britain has taken to herself the power of apply-
ing the 10 per cent. ad valorem duty to the exports of
such Dominions as do not join the preterence scheme.
But will she use this power indiscriminately, subject-
ing all the goods coming, say, from the Irish Free
State into her markets or wiil she use the power with
discretion, applying the duty only to such goods as
are in serious competition with her own or are not
likely to undergo a drastic enhancement of price be-
oause of the duty ? In the c¢ass of some goods, at
aoy rate, it would appear that the levying of the im-
port duty would be just as harmful to her interests as
to ourse, Would she really chop off har own nase to
#pite our face? Would she not rather argue, as we
were or are igvited to argus on the question of the dif-
ferential rates levied by us on British manufactures
of iron and steel and ootéon textiles? The higher
rate will not promote indigenous industries but only
increase the burden on the consumers. Whatl is the
sense then of clapping ik on ? Wa do not set out to
injure the Britisher even at the cost of injury to our-
solves, This was the reasoning we were taught to
adopt in 1927 and 1930. In the spame way will not
the British Government aay to itself: Tea is a neoces-
@ity with ue. Our best souree of its suppliy is India.
Surely imperial interests will not be served by
favouring Ceylon above Iadin, particuiarly when

the favouritism iz likely to result in making the.
commodity dsarer to every Britisher. In our own
interests we must Iet in Indian-ten free. If England

will reason on these lines, then our non-participation

in the imperial preference scheme cannot be attended

with such great risks as the Indien delegation ima-
gined. And we need not have mada the agreement

under the inflaencas of fear as they evidently did,

* o *

Cut in Educational Grants.

THE session of the Bombay Legislative Couneil
whioh dragged on in Poona for nearly a month
since the middle of September camse fo a close last
week after passing an important resolution bearing
on the progress of education in this presidency., This
suggested that the cut of 20 per cent. in the grants
made to local bodies for primary education bs restor-
ed. The grant was reduced by 5 per cent. last year
whioh has thie year been added by anobther 13 per
cent,, the total out of 20 per cent. reducing the edq~
cationat budget by Rs. 20 lakhs, With the proverbi-
ally meagre resources of local bodies, it is feared,
and not without reason, that the proposed cutting
down of Government assistance would seriously '
interfere with their educational work, The result in
meany cases would be that, far from effecting any new
developments, the local bodies would be hard put
to it even to maintain the sfatus guo. It wasreally
this feeling which won support from all sections of
non-official opinion in the Council for the resolutions.
One can understand the expansion of education-
being held up temporarily on account of ﬁnanex_a}
stringency ; but when,as in the present case, ﬁnanc_lali
stringency is allowed to play havoc even with
such educational activity, as is going on a$
present under the auspices of local bodies, & strong
protest. is. doubtless nrgently called for. The
Bombay Councii did no more than its duty. in
recording such & protest when it carried agsins!
Government the resolution in gquestion. It ie tc
us a matter of surprise, as it was to some speak-
ers in the debate, that with a budget of Rs. 14
crores it shouid not be possible for the Governmen!
somehow to find Rs. 20 lakhs so that the csta.stroph_a ol
local bodies being required to eurtail their education
sl activity may be avoided. It is to be hoped.tha.t the
pasgage of the resolution by the Council will haw
brought home to Government the strength of public
feeling on the subjeck and that they will find means
whereby educational grante to local bodies need suffel

no diminution.
* * *

Returned Emigrants,

THE 1ot of Indian emigrants who return to India
after long absence abroad is indeed as pltlablp as it
i{s difficult of solution. Their sufferings excite no
public notice in India unless somathing untoward
happens, as in the case of the emigrants who returned
to India from the West Indies on the 9th inst. by 8.5
Ganges. Their fate was not more unkind than that
of their predecessors, but they did not suffer it with
equal resignation. For they invaded the office of the
Protector of Immigrauts sand demanded to be sent
back to the Colonies from which they came. Their
unruly demonstration necessitated police interfprenoe.
It is reported that before embarking for India they
were warned about the social and economic condi
tiond they would meet with in India and advised nof
to sail. But various motives, the moat natural and
commendable, prevailed and they landed iz Indis
only to find their ancestral homes shut against them
and the economic and climatio conditions :.vholly
against them, Inutter disappointment gnd intonse
misery they have congregated at Metisburug, in
Calcutts, in eight of the ships, in the hope that some.



OCTOBER 27, 193%. ]

THiE SERVANT OF INDIA, ;

£13

how or other they might sail back totheir more hospit-
able homes abroad. ‘ :

It has been almost impossible to persuade return-
od emigrants of this tvpe to accept work on planta-
fions, railways and on land secured by the Protector

of Immigrants ; the wages are too low and the cli- |
mate too bad, The only escape is to return fo the |

Colonies. Fortunately, there is no prohibition against
their doing so from the Governments of the Colonies
concerned. But the difficulty has been otte of finance.
It would be an unwise policy to ask the Goveramentof
India to finance the passage back of ali Indians who
returned to India and found themselves in diffi-
oult straits. It is eminently s matter for unon-offi-
eia] eccial service, assisted by graants from the
Government. Perhaps it will be wiser if the advice
tendered in the Colonies against returning fo India
was made more effective by the appointment of
Agents of the Government of India in the Colonies
concerned. It is surprising, however, that the re.
ports of the sufferings of thowe who returned to India
have not effectively deterred others from courting a

gimiliar fate.
* L ] L ]

Increasing Costliness of Education. .

PEOPLE of limited means have every reasoun to
feel grateful to Sir C. V. Kumaraswami Sastri for his
attempt in his convoeation address to the Mysore
University to focus public attention on a problem
of great urgency, viz. the increasing expensiveness
of the present-day education. There is no doubt that
education is a great civilising influence and con-
fers untold blessings ou the receiver. Aa such it ought
really to he brought within the easy reach of people
nok too well endowed with an abundance of the good
things of this world, But the fact is that its costliness
is making it practioally prohibitive to a very large
section of the community. The high feea payable by
students in all grades, the yearly changes of text-
books, the insistence on the part of the educational
authorities of the use by the pupils of a particular
type of note-books, all these are making demands

onthe slender resources of middle-slass parents having |

sons and daughters to educate, which burdens they are
finding themaselves incrensingly unable to bear, The
result is that education ingtead of being eusily
available to
privilege of the solect fow, Weoll may Sir Kumara-
- gwami Sastri therefore exclaim : “I is no use to extol
the benefits of education and at the same time o
-make it more costly, more unattainable by those who
most need it and more and more the privilege of the
rioh rather than the heritage of the poor.” His views
on the frequent changes of text-books seem to us to
-give faithful expression to the public feeling on the
subject, “Thers is no reason”, he pointed out, “why
text-books should bs changed. often except in cases
where the advanos in science has impaired their
utility or where there are much better books on the
subjects taught. But the books substituted often
comply with neither of thess requirements, Looking
back on my ackool days, ohanges in text-books were
few, selection of text-books was carefully made and
the text-books were judiciously changed. The books
-which an elder brother read were used by the younger
members of the family and a couple of slates adequa.
tely performed the functions of a pile of note-booka
now required even in the primary classes. It is
legitimate grievance which one hears often that the
frequent change of text-books serves no purpose but
to swell the income of the publisher or & lucky text-
book ocompiler.” It is not tco much to say that the
state of things here desoribed is prejudicially affect-
.ing the spread of education and as swch must be put a
atop to without delay. Interests of educational expan-

- two resolutions which deserve notics.

averybody is tending to become the

gion mo less than a oconsideration of the - economic
diffioulties of the parent of moderate means doubtless
demand such action.

L * *

Land Revenue Remission in Frontier Province,

THE legisiative council of the Frontier Province
which is at present in session has recently passed
The first one
of these asked for a romission of 50 per cent. in land
revenue and in the wster rate and was carried against
the Government and in spite of the opposition of the
Hinde: members, These latter wers by no means
opposed on principle to the demand made in the
resolution, but felt that it was pitched in an un-
necessarily high key. If the majority which atood
for the resolution had met their wishes in that
raspesct, the Government would have been compietely
isolated. PBut that is neithor hers nor there, What
is important to note is the fact that so far as the
principle of remission was concerned, non-official
opinion was solidly united in- asking that it should
be given effect to, in view of the abmormal fall in
the prices of agricultural produce—a faci too patent
to need any proof at this time of the day, and yet
all that the Government had to offer in satisfaction
of such pressing public need was nothing more than:
a committee ™ to help the House to get the necessary
data from the departments concerned, so as to ba able
to arrive at 8 correct and wholesoms decision.” Is it
not a wonder that with all $heir protestations of love
for the welfare of the peaszanéry of which no end was .
heard in the debate in question, the Government
should be unprepared with their own plans for its
relief in the present very difficult times? To ask for

' romission of 50 per cent. of land revenue which

yields no more than Rsa. 34 lakhs, as was done in the
resolutiou, may be 8 somewhat extravagant demend.
But what about the Government? They comnid not
pretend not to know the condition of the ryos. How
can they afford to look on merely as amused specta-
tors without any proposals of their own for the
agriculturist’s relief ? The extreme demand made in
the resolution. may be exoused on the ground of
ignoranoe; but mo such plea can be accepted in their
case, Their sattitude throughout this debate does
not seem o us to justify their claim to be the real
friends of the poor ryot. .

* L ] *

Subvention t6 N.W.F. P,

... - THE other resclution to which all parties in the:
House inclading the Gavernment lent. their supporé
asked that the new Government of India Act should.
give statutory recogunition to the subvention of Rs, 1-
grore made to the Frontier Provines from the Central
revenues 80 that it will be e permaunent sourse of
theirineome. We hops the Central Legislatura will.
be allowed an opportunity of having its say on this
subject before bthe Government commits iteelf one
way or the other, It is to be trusted that they will

rocourse £o & more satisfactory method of asking
for the Assembly’s verdicton it than ths one they
resorted o on the last oecasion when they mought
the Agsembly consent to tha principle of the
subvention: they quietly included it in the
budget and defied it to reduce or cut it ouk
altogether. As will be remembered, the item i
question came beforg the Assembly at the fag end of:
the budget debate and the implications involved in the
new practice of makinga grant to the Frontier did
not really receive from the Assembly the attention
which thefr importance merited. What was the prin-
ciple on which such grants were to be made ? Could
the Central Government's assistance be similarly in~
voked by a community to whose desire to. sef itself
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up as a separate enbity the only stumbling blook was
that of finance ? Thess and similar points required
to be threshed out on the floor of the Asgembly but
could not be in the peculiar circumstances in which
the subvention matter was brought before it. The
subject was, s0 to say, smuggled out of the
Agsembly’s consideration at the time. The better
plan would any day have been to have coms befors
the Assembly with a suitable resolution asking for
its sanction to the departure involved in making a
graot to the Province. Having secured the grans,
onse fails to understand the reason for all this hurry
on the part of the Frontier Province to secure this
belp from the Central revenues for all timse to comse,
The provines is only just ten months old and cannot
be said to have sufficient financial experience, There
‘'may be some gourcss of revenue which it has not
yeot bean able to tap or perhaps some others which
may manifest themselves in course of time. Sup-
posing that experionce shows its present revenue to
be capable of considerable expansion at no distant
date mo that it ocan eventually make both ends
meet without outside help, would it not be detrimen-
tal to its dignity theb it should continue to be a bur-
de1 to the Centre ? Anyway &he almost indecent
haste with which this matter is being attempted Lo
be rushed through deserves to be strongly depracated.
* » *

Free Trading in Bombay Cotton Market.

THE news that free trading was resumed in the
*Bombay cotton market last week has naturally
given wids-spread reliaf. Great disiceation of busi.
ness was caused during the last ten months in that
market by frequent hartals and similar interraptions
and the era of peacaful business in cotton impliocit in
the announcement will ba weloomed as much by
the public as by businessmen themsslves. In this
connection it-is interesting to remember that the
resumption of free trading was preceded by a stale-

ment of their atfitude made by ‘the principal
European firms on the Congress boycott list. This
expressed the Huropean merchants’ full sympsthy
with Indian national aspirations and their anxiety
for the early restoration of political peacs in the
country., They did not however content themselves
moerely with the expression of this pious sentiment
but proceeded to indicate how in their opinion the
desired end could ba attained. ““We believe,” said
they, 'that the withdrawal of the Ordinances and eivil
disobedience would help to achieve the daaired pescs
in all markets,” The merchants also endorsed the
view of the East India Cotton Association exprassed
in one of its recent resolutions that “the early re-
lease of Mahatma Gandhi would'accslerate the end
of the trouble.” The view here given expression {5
by the Earopean cotton merchants in Bomtbay has in
fact been the unofficial view unitedly held through-
out the land; and it is gratifying to find that even
the Europesan merchants are ‘now convinced of the
reasonableness and cogency underlying it, We hope
that this unequivooal exprassion of their opinion by
the Bombay Earopean merchants following closaly
upon s saccession of similar requests from numbar-
fess public bodies and individaals in the country
will show to the Government the unwisdom of ‘their
unbending attitude towards the Congress aud its
leader, Itis not even now too lats for the Government
to revise this and produce conditions which will make
the co-operation of the; Congress available to them in
the final and most important stage of Indian consti-
tution-building. The merchants ailso expressad tha
hope that the resumption of fres trading would lead.
to the release of all cottoa merchants detained in jail.
uander the Ordinances on account of their boyeott.
activities in the cotton market and promised to do all
they could to bring about their release. Rsaders of
newspapars hesd not be t21d that the cotton merchants
have since been restored to liberty.

THE THIRD R. T. C.

T long last the Government have been able to
A announce most of their nominees from India to
the third session of the Round Table Con-
ference, While there are several unsatisfactory
features about the Indian delegation, reference to
which will be made later, it must be acknowledged
that, on the whole, the team is satisfactory inas-
much as it includes Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, and
Mr. M. R. Jayakar, Bir Purshottamdas Thakurdas
and Mr. N. O. Kelkar. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr.
Jayskar, the political twins of India, have been go
closely and continuously associsted with the Con-
ference method and bave played such leading and
conspicuous part in shaping the Conference that
their inclusion in the third R.T.C. causes no sur-
prise ; their exclusion would be like playing Hamlet
with the Prince of .Denmark left out. They are both
knight-errants of federation and central responsibi-
lity. Sir Purshottamdas was a member of the second
Round Table Conferenocs, but on his return to India
he declined a seat on the Consultative Committee at
the instanoce of the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce, which had laid down certain terms to be
fulfiiled by Government as a condition precedent
for the resumption of co-operation by their represen-

tative. Though the conditions have not been met
and the Federation has not revised its view, Sir Pur
ghottamdas has happily persuaded himself in his pex
gonal capacity to accept a seat on the R.T. C. Im
whatever capacity he attends, either representative or
personal, there can be no doubt that he will be a good
champion of India, partioularly in the fields of finance,
commerce and industry, in which he has few equals,
The inclusion of -Mr. N. C, Kelkar is a most wels
come surprise. He had declined to go to the first
Conference, and recently at a public meeting. in
Poona he 1aid down certain conditions for cooperat-
ion whioh unfortunately the Government had n0§
seen their way to bring about. It was, therefors,
feared that M», Kolkar might again refuse an itivf;
tation. Happily, he has chosen otherwise and rightly;
He presided overthe recent session of the Hindn Ma

Sabha at Delhi and is, therefore, the acknowledgeg
leader of the Hindu view in politics. He is also
closely associated with several organisations of the
subjects'of Indian States and is in & position, there-
fore, to present and press their point of view af the
Ooziferenoe. Above all, he is & staunch nationalist,
a trained and consummate politician, whose presence
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in the Conference will be » tower of strength to the
cause of resl self-government for India. ,
Considering that the Communal Award has
settled, at any rate for the time being, the communal
question, and the questions that still remain to
be tackled are oconstitutional rather than communal,
the propricty of sending such a large delegation' of
exclueively communal Muslims is" inexplicsble,
axcept on the ground that these Muslims alone could
. be trusted to join the Tory Britishers in thwarting the

Indisn demand for immediate ocentral responsibility.

Far from giving due recognition to the Nationalist
Muslims by the inclusion of some of their’ represen-
tatives in the Conference, the Government have now
excluded even Mr, M, A. Jinnah, the one Muslim
member of the last two Conferences who was the
least communal of a wholLv communalist Muslim
delegation,

8ir Hubert Carr and Sir Henry Gidney represent

the Europoan and Anglo-Indian interests. But the

Indian Christians go unrepresented. The representa-

tives of the Non-Brahmins ail hail from Madras and

they are three :the Raja of Bobbili, Sir Parashuram

Patro and Dewan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar,

The first two are unmitigated Andhras, which fact is

rather significant in view of the recent Non-Brahmin

-Party squabbles.in Tanjore over Andbra vs. Tamil
domination of the Party. While Pandit Nanak Chand

i8 mounworthy representative of the Hindus in the

Punjab, Sirdar Tara Singh ia in no sense a repre-

sentative of the 8ikhs; Ha is a judge in the Indian

_State of Patiala and, presumably, had to accept the
invitation, 1Itis clear that Glovernment ocould not

seouro & Bingle independent representative of the

Bikhs in British India, they having declared a boy-

cott on account of their intense dissatisfaction with

the Communal Award, Dz, B. R. Ambedkar will

find his special vooation as the representative of the

' depressed classes gone. He won an overwhelming,
viotory in Poona; in London he will be belter em-
ployed in joining foroes with the Indian nat:onahlts
in striving for Indisn swarai.

The exclusions and omissions from the Confer-
enoe are indeed very striking. Indian Christians,
‘Women and Labour go wholly unrepresented. The
Conference would have given good opportunities for
the Christians and Women to secure the modifioation
of the Communal Award by agreement. In the cage
of Women, the agreement must be 'only between the
Government and the representative of women, for
there is nobody in India opposed to their claim with

. whom  the women oan negotiate an agreement.
Labour has vital constitutional issues to settle at
the Conference, as for instance, whether Labour legis-
lation should be a Federal or State and Provinoial
subjeot. It is satisfactory however, that, reylying to
a question in the Commons on Monday last, Sir
Bamuel Hoare said that Labour would be given full
opportunity for “participating™ in the Conference,

The Libaral Party in India has been given very
inadequate representation in the personnel of the
Conference, It may be admitted that in organised
numbers and following the Liberal Party

bears no comparison with either the naticnalist Con-
gress or the oommunal bodies of the Hindus, Muslims
and Sikhs. But it will not be denied that it is the
most nationalistbody, a characteristio whioh it shares
only with tha Indian National Congress, and it has
8 large number of the ablest students of comparative
constitutions and' of experienced administrators, the
very men who are most competent to take part inthe
remaining stages of the Conference. '

 Exoept for Barila, none of the Indian States are
to be represented in the Conferenca by the Princes
in person on this ooccasion, though on the previ-
us occasions many of them were. go represented,
There is no reason however to fear that this ohange
is indiostive of any radical change in the poliey of
the Princgs towards foderation. The exolusion of
Col. Sir K. N. Haksar and the inclusion of Mr,
Rushbrook Willims are both . as surprising as they
are intriguing. The choice of representatives was
left to the Princes and the Jam Saheb of Nawanagar
chose Mr. Rushbrook Williams, an amazing selection!

The absence of the representatives of the Indian
National Congrass, and in partioular, of Mahatma
Gandhi, is perhaps the most regrettable feature of
the Conference. We gincersly hope it will be
possible even yet to find a place for the Congress in
the Conference. It was certainly a mistake on the
part of the Government to have stopped the political

‘negotiations which Messrs. Malaviya, Jayakar and

EKunzru initiated with the Mabatma soon after the
termination of his fast, But the Government soon
made it clear that they would consider on merits any
applications for Interviews with the Mahatma for
the purpose of securing peace and cooperation. We
wish this opening had besn availed of at once, It is
never too late, 'We hope thab soon negotiations will
be initiated by those who- command the respect of the
Mahatma as well ag the QGovernment of India, and
that the latter will give all possible facililies for
such negotiations. Whether the Congress and the
Government are tired of the tug of war or not, the
country is decidedly tired of it and will be thankful
for the restoration of peace and co-operation. The in-
terests of the country as a whole must prevail over
oongiderations of prestige of either the Government
or the Congress, The Government should not miss
the significance of the fact that even their most
enthusiastio Indian co-operators do not wish them $o
humiliate the Congress; nor should the Congress
miss the signifioance of the co-operation of Mr. N. O,
Keikar and Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas.

‘While every effort should be made to bring the-
Congress to the Conference, it is not right and wise-
that presons like Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr.
Jayakarshould,as desiredby Messrs, Bortrand Ruasell;
H. J. Laski, and the Indian League, boysott the con-
ferenoce. It was not wholly the fault of the GGovern-
ment that the Congress is not o be represented in the
Conference. The Liberals did not approve of the
Congress embarking on civil disobedience in January
lask Ifanything, the Congress went againet their
pleadings. They cannot therefore now with any show

~of reason refuse co-operation on the ground that the
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ongress fs ‘not reprassnted in “ths ‘Confersnes, "THe

[A Punjsb are dissatisfied with the Premier’s’
Communal Awsrd, each for its own reasons. [f is’
difficult for an ordinary student of politics to under-
stand which community is in the right in its com-
plaint and whioh is the greatest sufferer by the distri-
bution of seats made by the award. ‘The Sikhs are’
raising a hite and cry over ‘their ‘loss, 'as oompared
with the percentage of their 'seats in the ‘present

.Counecil. The Hindus #ay that though they aré a
minority community they have not oaly ‘not ‘been
allowed the weightage that was their due, but got
less than even their due on a population basis ; while
the Musalims say that they have kot not the statutory
majority which they demanded but only a nominal
majority. The following note is written with a view
to give a correot perspéctive of the situation and to
clear misunderstandings that have arisen in the
Punjab with regard to the distribution of seats in
the Counoil under the new constitution.

2. The present composition of the Council is
made up of (1) elected members from the three
major communities and (2) representatives of
special interests, viz. Landholders, Commerce and
‘Industry and the Punjab University. Further the
‘Government nominates three members to represent
the Turopean, the Aoglo-Indian and the Indian
Christian communities, one for each. Tha mnomina-
tions for thess minor minorities will be replaced

by clections from these communities heréafter. Be- |-

gides at present one member iz nominafed to repre-
aent industrial labour and one more to represent
military service. In addition to this thers are two
more nominated non-officiale and & block of 16 Gov-

ity of the Liberals isto strive every norve fo bring |
about reconciliation atd pease Yather to sulk in
tiefonoe of causes which they disapprove. “Théy rea-
lins however thiat their task has been rendered “inkini- :
tely more difficult by the absence of ‘the Congress at :
the Conference. |
PUNJAB PROVINCIAL COUNCIL.

'PRESENT AND FUTURE COMPOSITION COMPARED,
‘A LL the three important communities of the .

The'landholdérs’ bofietituencies are communsl.

" Thus the tctal number of eleotiveé Beats, which
was 71, was divided as follows between the various
‘ommunities as a result of the élection of 1930 =

{ Mudlims 34 487 |
Hindus 24 (28 til11930) 337% (3243, kil 1930)

| Sikhs 13 18:37

| Total .71 100%

1f the five nominated non-officials referred to
in psra. 2 are also included in the caloulation, the

| distribution will be as given below,

The general communal seats at present are as

follows:— .

1. Muslims 32
2. Hindus and others 20
3. Sikhs 12
4, European 1
5. Anglo.Indian ,.. 1
6. Indian Christians 1

Total 67

Besides the above-mentioried 67 seats four ‘seats
asgighed to Liandholders, two to Commerce and
‘Industry andone to the University and the two nomi-
nated seats, one each for labour and military service,
—ga total of nine seats—are distributed among the
three major and dne minor communities as follows

- | ~
E23g| S, | »
2358 o 2 g | B
ces8) &8 ] 3 s |2
= =1 -
SE55| BE |2 2|2 (3
98c8| g8 | E (4 |8 |®
Hg &0 8 P
Muslims ! 2 0 0 0 10 2
Hindus 1 2 1 0 0 ‘4
Bikhs . 1 0 Q 0 1 i
Indian Christians 0 0 0 1 o,
\‘ ‘ e |1 | NERE

Exoluding the 18 seats reserved for Government
officers and others, there are 67+9="76 seats, which
are ab present disiributed between the various com-
munities as under : 7

Muslime 32+2:=34 or 447% of the total seais

o mpoa 2 b Hindus 20+4=24 or 81  , =
‘arnment officers, all of whom are ’mtepded_ I:or dis- Sikhs 194+2=14 or 1847 ” "
appear completely from the future Couneil. If tl:te Europeans 1 |
elective seats only ere takea into Vaooo!mt ) their Anglo-Indiang 115 5o " w
Histribution among the various communities is as Indisn Chri- .
followa ~— stians 1+1=2
TERRITORIAL CONSTITUENCIES, Totsl .76 100%,
1. Muslime d others ... gg The composition of the Punjib Couttsil dscording
e * . 1 -r e Y
% Igisk!;ius pace St 1 to ‘the Premier's Communal 'Award “will "be "as
- | follows: ‘
64 - ‘Muslims '86
‘ Special interests ( Liandlords 4, Commerce- 1, gri:ﬁi:s , ;‘;
try 1 and University 1 )— _ : Sikl e
Industry Lend- Com: Indu- Univer- I:.ézdmn Christians ... %
holders - merce atry sity Kuropeans ... 1
- 2 0 _A_nglo-‘Inq ians...
Muslima H g% 1 ‘Landholdera' .. 5
5 fndus 1 0 0 Univessity .. 1
18 X .
It should be noted that the Hindu, Mustim and g:‘;:‘l:' ce ‘L.“B 24 3
Sikli landlords elect their representatives separately. ,
711 1030 the seat for Commerce was ocoupied by a Europsan, ‘ 175 °
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“For the 1ast four {nterests, it may be - calonlated
Trom the experience of the present Council that ‘the
seats allotted to them will be divided between the
_major cornmunities as follows :—

hetecs | Labour | VF | Commeroe| 8
Muslimg| 3 l 2 0] 0 5
‘Hindus | 1 1 10 "1 4
Sikha : 1 0 0 : 0 '1
Total | 5 3 4 1] 1 10

1t should be borne i mind that the electorates

for all special constituencies will be joing. There will

be non-communal elections even for the representati-
ves of the landholders, who are at present chosen by
‘each community separately. P

Thus the total number bf members of ‘each’ of the

‘three major communities and the percemtage' they

“bear to the total number of seats in the, Couneil 'willi s HE Premier's commiinal award has Horie's great

.be as follows >— ‘ ‘
86 +5=91

Muslims -~ 52%
Hindus er 43+4=47 . 26-9%
Sikhe 32+1=33 - 18-8%
Indisn Christians it B :
" Europeans it l} o 2:8%
Anglo-Indians... .
175 - 100%

In'the following table are shown the 'populationl

fﬁgute,s as per the latest census of 1931, the percen-
tage of communal seats in the present Counecil and
‘#he percentage to the total strength in the future
Couneil, for each of the three major communities ~—

13
a T=ales | 823 8
- o iy 1]
22 (882 |&8°z | 823|588
58 | S.8 (2951288 | vai®
2= | 5825|588 (E8%| 3%
k= o .ol o850 | o Pjoemn
.§.E grg L) Ex RS
A K 5 gR |5 EE g"aé Ha g
[T By .g
[} -~ —
' Moslms 1338 | 565 A48 520 | -45
L - ¥ il 134 118 g
--Christian . 169, + 58
communities...| 4135 18 538 23! + 05
2358 | 1000 | 10017/ 100 6 5

Thus it will be seen that though Mualims form

565 per cent. of the total population, they 'are given |

52 per cent. of seats. Their majority is presetved and
. tyet they have surrendered 4-5 per cent. to theminerity
oommunities, viz, Sikhs and Christians bnly.. The
Hindus, though they are 287 per cent of the
‘popuiation, heve got only 269 pbr cent. ssats, or 1-1
per cent. less than what they should have had even
‘on & mere population basis. As'a minority ' commu-
‘nity they ought not to have been mads o suffer, by
not only being denied weightage, but by being given

. lesa than their bare population basis., !
‘The Sikha conted that though their population
ratio is'only [3 per cent. their voting ratio is as
muoh ss 24 per cent, and that the proportion of land

rveonue ‘and irrigation : revenue they pay s stiil
higher. But st ‘s time 'when adult suffiage fs ‘ifitha
air and a literacy 'qualification is proposed to be'add-
ed to the property qualification for the franchise the
population ratio should determine, to & great ex-
tent, the proportion of seats to be given to ¥he varfous
communities and not property, For 13 per cent. of
population, the Sikhs have got 18-4 per tent of the
seats. They cannot, with justice, olaim ‘more than
‘what has already fallen to their lot under the Award.
Moreover, while they hold at present 184 per cent.

| seats, they will get hereaftor 18:8 per cent. seats
1 under the mnew constitufion.
| grudge the Muslims the proportion of seats which

They shdéuld  not .

they will obtain under the new constitution and
should not bage ‘their agitation ‘agairst the Mus-
1ims merely on the ground of their having sacured a
majority in the new Council ('rot eatirely due to
separate electorates ). .
' A, V.THAKKAR,
INDIAN CHRISTIANS AND ‘JOINT
- ELECTORATES.

gervios to India in awaking the ‘national con-
soiousness of the people of different communi-
ties. Bome of those who were ardent.- champions of

| separate electorates have begun to feel that communa-~
1 lism in politics is bound to prove disastrousto the
i| best interests of the . nation and. that- it should be

eschewed at all costs, In the Premier's award every

‘esommunity gets a taste of the separate electorate,

even the sections like Indian Christians and women
who have not been much’ enamoured of it. Efforts

_are being made by the leaders of the Indian Christian

community to present a united front against the
‘provision of separate electorates contained in the
award.. This happy and timely move in the right
direction is sure to meet with the suocees it deserves.

| It is hoped that the conference of leaders which is to

meet on 28th and 29th instants will be quite repre-
sontative in oharacter and that it will clarify the
issue and decide the question of representation onee
for all in favour of joint electorates. =~ . =
Those who have bestowed some attention on the
oondition of * minor minorities’ in Indis will realise
that the Indian Christian gommunity -has been con-
sistently denounocing the gystem of saparate electora~
tes for the last several years at the annual sessions
of tha All-India Christian Conference; .The late Mr.
K. T. Paul, who was for a long time the unchallenged
Jeader of the community, deolared ut the Round Table
Conference as followa ;: " Sinoe we stand for peace
and concord and since wa are most anxious to-secure
the coalescing of all communities in national soli-
darity, we are in principle opposed to- ssparate elec-
toratea. ” Dr. Datta, a representative of , the Indian
Christians at the last Round Table Conference, spoke
very strongly against communal electorates.
Tn April last, long before tha communal award was

'yaloased, the leading Indian Christiana of the, United -

Provinoces issued a siatement in which they strongly
expressed their unawerving faithin joint electorates.
;Laading Christian organs of public opinion like the
4 Guardian ”, the * Catholic Leader " and the “Indian
Witness” have recorded their views decidedly against
separate elactoratas. 7 _ B

The Simon Commirsion, who at any rate cannot
be mooused of anti-Christian feeling, recorded ita

 viows about Christians and communal representation
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ga follows: “We would in any case much prefer re- |
servaiion of seats for Indian Christians and we hope
when details come to be worked out, this may be
found to be possible,” '

Do the Indian Cbristians constitute a weak, un-
eduoated and disorganised community so as to peed
unheslthy kind of protection through the separate
electoraté? * No, the late Mr. X. T. Paul said at the
Round Table Conference, “In the matter of education
and training, however, we have done our best to
prepare ourselves so that at the present time we
oocupy & position of advantage among the various
communities in the matter of public employment,
participstion in educational work and public utility
gervioes,”

The Madras Government in their memorandum
to the Statutory Commission sfated as follows; “It is
true that in their relation with other communities the
Indian Christian population do notrepresent & poli-
tical problem of importance anything like sach as
arises in connection with the Mshomedan commu-
nity. Indian Christians have attained a high average
evel of ! education, They sre not insdequately re-
presented in the publio services and with a few ex-
ceptions, their representatives in the Legislative .
Council have acquitted themselves well, They are
keen and vigorous and being largely autonomous in
their religious and social concerns have much ex-
perience in affairs. It might be that they eonld hold
their owneven if merged in the general electorate.”
It is true that in Madras the Christians have been
given separate elaectorates by the Montsgu-Chelms-
ford Reforms, but it should not be forgotten that the
Joint Authors of the Reforms in their report
condemned separate electorates which they said *“‘per-
petuated olass division, opposed the teaching of
history, stercotyped existing relations and constituted
8 very serious hindrance to the development of the
gelf-governing principle.” The representative of
the Christian community at the All-Parties Conven-
tion in 1928 confessed thalt the method of communal
representsation had besn {ried and it was not only
found wanting but was miso eating into the very
vitals of the nafion.

The evils of separate electorates, espacially for a
minority ‘community,are nowhere expressed in strong-
er and clearer terms than fn the Nehru Report.
“Everybody knows that separate electorates are bad
for the growth of the national spirit but everybody
does not realise equally well that they are still worse
for a minority community. They make the majority
wholly independent of the minority and' ite. votes
-are usually hostileto it. Under separate electorates,
therefore, the ohances are that the minority will
always have to face a hostile majority which oan
aslways by sheer force of numbers override .the
wishes ‘of the minority. Separate electorates then
benefit the' majority community. Extreme communa-
lists flourish thereunder. Separate electorates must
therefore be disoarded ocompletely as a condition
precedent to any national system of representation.”

Even in the matter of separate electorates the
communel award is neither consistent nor uniform.
The Premier realises that the formation of Indian
Christian constituenoies covering the whole ares of a
province wiil be impraotioable. So he provides in
the award for both kinds of electorates, separate as
well a8 general. _Only in one or two selected areas
in a provinoce Christian voters will vote in a com-
munal constituency. In others Christians will have
joint electorates. This provision for entirely two
different types of electorates will naturaliy divide
the Christian community into two seotions and
develop two different types of mentality driving

- the two divisions to -opposite poles, The only

remedy to prevent their disruption and consequent
demoralisation is to do away with communal electov
rates altogether, ' '
‘We have seen that from all points of view sepa--
rate electorates are injurious to the Christian
community as well as to the nation as a whole.
Nobody will be anxious to perpetuate such an evil
Since the publication of the communal award in-.
fluential meetings of Christiang have been held in
important places to condemn it. Thus there is great’
unanimity of opinion about the undesirability of
communasl rspresentation through separate eiectorates. .
There is an unholy attempt in some quartera to oreate-
a division between Catholic and Protestants in
this matter. The solidarity and strength of the
Christian ocommunity should not be lost on
aceount of a difference of opinion on the issue:
separate . electorates, whiok if harmful to tbe
Protestants is equally harmful to the Catholics,
Every patriotic and self-respecting Christian, whe-
ther he be a Catholic or Protestant, would naturally

| feel that the solidarity of his community is prefer-

able to a system of electorates which isolates him.
from the other communities and through which his:
community itself may show disruptive tendencies
and unhealthy rivalries. '

Now, it iz probable that some Christians will’.
demand an increase in the number of geats to com-~ °

| ‘pensate for the asbandonment of separate electorates.

This will complicate the problem and make its solu-
tion extremely difficult if not utterly impossible. Such..

| kind of higgling and bargaining is bound to demos.-

ralise the political life of the country and the
Christians should not be a party to it. No one ie.
justified in gaining at the expense of another. The-
Christian community should. prove that it can solve
the problem on its merits independently of
the viewe and fancies of the other communities..
It is very easy to solve the question provided"
the leaders of the community view it with a broad.
outlook and sincere interest in the larger welfare not:
only of their community but their counfry as _well-
We give below a table showing the representation of
Indian Christians under different circumstances. It
may be helpful in arriving at a settleament of the
question. The percentage under the Simon recom-.
mendation is has on the total strength being 250 in.
major and 200 in minor provinces. '

Representation of Indian Christians in Provin-
cial Councils.

ey

. |Fopula- | Seats aoaor- | According o Premier's
tion |ding to Mont- | Simon Com~ Communal
B Ratio | ford Reforms mission Award
Provinoe
. - Per- N , Per- - Pert-
P um- |esntage/Num -lcentage [ Num-| cens-
1931 ber to ber to ber |age to
total total total
Madras.| 38 | 5 ! v | 5| ¥ 9 | 42
Bombey...| 14 | 1 | 8 2 | 8 3 | 15
Bengal ...| '3 | ' 7 2 8 2 8
v.p. .| 4| 1t 8 2|1 s | 8
Punjab .| 1'7 1 10 g | 1 s | 11
Bihar and
Orissa...] 9 1., ro 9 1 2 | 11
C.P. 4 nil nil 5 pil | nil
Assam .| 23 nil nil 1 ] 1 9

V. R, NAYANAR
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"THE MENACE OF OTTAWA.

- determined lead in the wrong direction. The agroe-

HE tex} of the agreement reached at Ottaws bet-
ween the delegates of the Governmant of India
and those of the United Kingdom has' now

been published and the public has had some time to
.digest its contents. Be it said, in justics to the authors
of the agreement, that they place their achievement
4n the oaly proper light in which it can be put when
4hey say that it was to safeguard the inferests of
Irdia's export trade that they had to enter into nego-
tiations with Great Britain, In viewing their task
..in 80 narrow & wmeanner, however, the delegates
~can hardly receive the approbation ~of the
majority of thinking Indiang, Though the poli-
tical and theoretiosl aspeots of a soheme of preference
-oould not be present to the minds of the negotiators
at Ottawa to the same extent to which eimilar oonsi-
-Jerations would sway the mass of Indian public
qnd soientific opinion respectively, still there was no
excuse for the delegates’ complete neglect of such
" considerations, Let ua leave alone the patent oon-

stitutional impropriety, not to use a stronger term, of
the present Government of India, even acting with

the -Legislature whioch is a packed body where the
" support of 23 out of 95 elected Indian members of the
Asgembly suffices to seoure a victory for Government,
“yoluntarily granting’ preference fo the United King-
dom whose Parliament makes and unmakes the
' India Government. Letus only count, with all the

"moderation that we oan command, the inevitable .

advantages that British business seoures in India
beonsuse of the Government of the country being
* British ’,
ab least a8 much as the prospects of the'developmsnt
of Indian trade in British Colonies of which much
Jhas besn made in the delegates’ raport?

The delegates, perhaps taking their lead in this
respect from the head of the British delegation,
naively assert that the agreement should be judged as
a measure caloulated to retain the present extent or to

lead to further expansion of India's. forelgn trade.
‘Whoever suffered till now from such an innocenoce of
the prineiple of exohange as to believe that by inorea-
sing the obstacles in the way of- non-Empn-a coun-
tries the total trade of the Empire countries, includ-
ing India, would increase | India and the U. K. have
both the major portion of their trade with non-empire
.oountries, Whatever else might be doubtful about
the merita of the Ottawa agreements, certainly they
are not going to inorease the total volume of Empire
trade, they will nocessarily divert its course, and
very probably they will reduce its extent, as tha addi-
tional fields to be gained within the Empire will fall
far short of the loss of markets sustained elsswhere
by direct restrictions and intensified competition,

Those who are politically-minded will be well
Justified in emphasising the impropriety of consider-
Ing schemes of preference at this critical stage in the
oconstitutional progreas of the country. So also those
who have some idea of the consensus of world
opinion, against the extensive and intensive inorease

~of tariffs will see just reason to deplore the present

Does not this faot count in the reckoning |

- i3 engaged to grant preferences to India,

ment, however, claims no merits on either of these
considerations, Its authors say plainly that, in their
opinion if no price were offered for British preferen-

' 0es the latter would be withdrawn on-the 15th

of November, and that they feel that the prios in the
shaps of Indian preferences that they have agread to
pay is a reasonable price. It is just here, however,
that the details of the agresment are most damaging
to its authors. Details must be disoussed with the

. help of such figures as are available, But ths authors

of the agreement and its somi-officinl supporters ex-

' hibit & very curious outlook on this approach to the

| subjoct,
| disparity between a figura of abont.«£18 million, on

For instancs, they have made muoch of the

which India is committed by the sgresment to grant
preferences, and £ 38 million, on which Great Brifain
‘The
faots that slready India grants substantial prefes
rences on the ' two principal British imports,
viz,, toxtilesa and steel, amounting in all to
£25 million, and that this was taken - into
account while settling the terms of the agreement, are
Ieft to be scparately recorded. And all this is follow.
ed by & statement that the sgreement must be judged
not by the record of exact figures but by goneral ten-
dencies revealed by them. We quite agresa- with
such figures as are available and also with the gena-
ral fendencies revealed by them, what is the conclu~
sion to which we are inevitably driven ? That.wa are
offering much more to Great Britain than what Greaf
Britain is offering or can offer to us, Wa would
desire to retain our share in the British.marksts and
to expand it if possible, To achiave this an agreement
with Grent Britain is desirable as there is intensa
competition between India and other countries, with~
in and without the Empire, But must not thia very
prospect of compatition put us on our guard against
loss of our non-Empire markets, and must we not sae
that we pay no higher price than what the °goods’
deserve ?. The authors of the agreement and its sup-
porters ‘are quiok fo recognise that even jute, lao,
myrabolans, eto, are not invulnera.ble monopolies of
Indie; but they are slow to recognise that if our
export position is vulnerable in the U. K. with'a
comparatively low tariff it is still more vulnarabla m
other countries with their higher tariffs.

Wao are convinced that in the long run the
schemse of preférence will not be in the interest of
the Indian producers. The real producers of India's
present exports are dumb, unorganised and ignorant.
There is an army of Indian and foreign intermedia-«
ries between them and their customers abroad. Most
of the import and export business is in the hands of
foreign firms, chiefly British, and whether it is a pre-
mium on the one or the other, it is all the same bo
them : their commissions are assured. Such of the
gonuine industrial producers as exist are mostly taken
up with manufactures for the internal markets, In
so far as we have an export trade in manufactures ié
is principally with the colonies and it is not difficult
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for the inferests affected to mee their immediate
advantage in the present agreement. They should
know, however, that any trade that they might retain
or capture aboard will be lost to them here, ss the
enhancement of prices will curtail the effective pur-
chasing power of the Indian consumers. Many business
men are, hpwever, like many politicians : they care for
the day leaving fo-morrow and the day after to take
oare of themselves. Buf these are none the less real
and must be counted with in framing policies. The
comperative passivity with which the Indian business
‘community has received the agreemeent is, however,
to be accounted for potonly, nor yet principally, by
their shortsightedness or ignorance. They have shown
themgelves pretty Keen whentheir interssts are touch-
ed. Thememories of the Currency League agitation are
yet green and thecry over Japan's competition with
Bombay is yet inthe sir. But the facts that preferences
toBritish products areto be granted chiefly by a general
enhancement of import duties and that protection grant-
ed to Indian industries is not affected by the agreement
seem to have reconciled Indian business interests to
the schemse of preference,df whi¢h even a mention was
to them anathema before afow years, Both the majo-.
rity andthe minority of theIndian Fiscal Commission,
which was fully representative of Indian industrial
interests, had pronounced against any general scheme
of Imperial preference. In the Ottawa agreement it
is just this general scheme of preferemce to British
goods that has been approved of by the delegates of
the Government of India, Our Government has be-
oome & whole-hearted supporter of preference before
it has ever cared to grant angrudging and adequate
protection o Indian industries |

Herein lies the menace of Obtawa, If is one fur-
ther instance of the power of a non-responsible gov-
ernment being utilised to place burdens on its oitizens
for the advantage of a foreign interest. It is another
step in the direction of restrictive economic nolicy,
taken even without the expert counsel of the Tariff
Board, the constituted advisers of Government in all
such matters. It is calculated to displace Indian
products from non-Empire markets. And lastly, and
principally, it is designed to place unjustifisble bur-
dens on the Indian consumers, who will have to bear
ihe double load of protection to natioral and prefe-
rence to Empire industries. All those who have the
interests of national industry and the general consu-
mers at heart muat resist this attempt at hustling the
present legislature of the country intoa general
acceptance of the scheme of preference. The extra-
legsl advantages offered to Great Britain by a ‘Bri-
tish"*Government of this country and the preferences
already provided on steel and piecegoods ought fo in-
duce the U. K. not to place India on thé foreign list on
the 15th of Novembter. A fully representative Indian
government can alone consider such questions with
that degree of national sympathy which must guide
all preferential arrangements. Great Britain’s refussl
to accode to such asuggestion, if and when made,
will be corsidered unreasonable even as a business
deal. Granting that the Government of India is eager
to have t}is motter dieposed of witkout any reference

to coming politioal changes, the least that the public

B8nd the Jegislature is justified in claiming is that the-

matter be referred to a competent commission, or-
failing that to the Tariff Board itself. If the -agree-

ment as it stands is carried through the present legis---
lature it can hardly claim the willing and abiding

support of the large body of Indianr citizens,

When the scheme of preference ocomes up for -
detailed expert analysis some essential tests must be-
applied to it. Firstly, the total sacrifice demanded
from the Indian oconsumers must be at least ap-
proximately commensurate with the estimated gsin, .
pregent and prospective, offered by the U. XK. Not
only on present figures but even on considerations of
future movements of trade, the very wide preference
agreed to by the representatives of the (Government of
India stands condemned. Secondly, preference should
be granted in such a way as to minimise the chances
of foreign retaliation. This as also the last object will
be best secured by confining preference to a few prin-
cipal articles of British imports'into India, For-
instance, if preference is confined, to begin with, to-
piecegoods and steel, not only will tha burden on
the consumer be easily assessable, and we are per=
suaded enough consideration wiil be offered fo Great
Britain for all that that country has to offer to us, but.-
what is more, the retaliatory action of a country like
Japan can be counteracted by specific measures such
as the consumption of more cotton within the country
and development of exports to Lancashire of superior
Indian cotton. A comprehensive and indiscriminate
preference places the maximum of burden on the
consumer and produces the utmost irritation abroad.
So also such articles as machinery, mill stores, cer-
tain metals, eleciric goods, chemicals and drugs,.
scientific and other apparatus, psper, motors used for
industrial transport, and many other gimilar commo~
dities ought to be summarily removed from the pre—
ference schedules. Many of thesears producers’ goods
and on certain others like paper and electric goods
the intellectual and general progress of the country
very vitally depends. Muoh of the progress, for in«
stance, in mechanical transport by recad brought about-
in recent years is due to the importa of motor vehicles.
from the U.S. A, So also German and American
machinery and scientific sppliances bave been found
to be of sn inestimable advantage to the rising indus-
tries of Indis. It.will be simply suicidal, irdus-

trially and culturally, to accept the present agree-

ment at Ottawa in which not only is more quantita-

tive advantage offered than is economically justifi-

able, but an indirect yet effective obstacle is placed

in the way of the general progress of the country.
D. G. KARVE,

Our London Lether.

-(BY AIR MAIL.)

{ From Our Correspondent. )
LONDON, 14th October.

CONSERVATIVE REACTIONS

I 5AVE been st scroe pairs to discever the fects un-
derlyirgthe cetate at the Conservative Conference:
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at Blackpool on the Indian constitutional problem.
Tt will be recalled that Mrs, Chisholm on the part of
-the Epping Division Branch of the party, stimulated
no doubt by Mr. Winston Churchill (who has a
-.speoial article in today's Daily Mail entitled “India
may still be saved from Disaster” ), moved a resolu-
tion deploring the extension of demooratic govern-
ment to an unfit country, To this Mr, W, Kirkpatrick
moved an amendment designed to secure Tory
-support for the programme outlined in the Prime
Minister’s White Paper and subsequent official decla-
rations. The first fact to nofice is that the amend-
ment was adopted and the resolution rejected. The
Morning Post and the Daily Mail sol$ed their wounds.
by insisting that the amendment was carried by
a small majority and merely to save the face of
~the Government and that, in fact, Sir S8amuel Hoare-
ate humble pie rather than subject the Government
-to u formal defeat. This view has of course been
-sedulously cultivated by the dishard group in the
Conservative Party led by Mr. Churchill and Lord
Lloyd, and voiced in The Times this week by
Lord Salisbury, who is anxions that the country
-shonld not proveed beyond the narrow limits of
_provinoial sutonomy. ‘Even Sir John 8imon is no
"longer committed to that view, and is a party to the
‘White Paper poliey. " o |
The real fact, however, is, I am assured by those
"who were best able to assess Conservative psycho-
logy, that the party Conforence gave far more credit
-0 the Government position than anything that the
‘reactionaries and their Press associatos have led us,
-and you in India, to suppose. I am reliably informed,
and this iz emphasised in a letter in to-day’s Times
‘by Ledy Gwendoline Iveagh (who is olosely con-
nected by marriage with Lord Irwin), that the spirit
of the Conference was, on the whole, very friendly
‘to the Government proposals, especially after
hearing Sir Samuel Hoare, who is reported to have
managed his part with considerable dexterity., A
very high authority told me to-day that, in his view,
~Conservative opinion was steadily veering from the
*Churehill standpoint to that of the Government,
-especially when faced with the necessity of providihg
& practioable alternative to the official proposals and
-commitments, One other tendency is. worthy of
notice. I have hed it reported from more than one
‘reliable source, and it was emphasised again to-day
by the suthority that I consuited. It is that Mr.
-Churchill, in spite of his breegziness, his eloquence,
his invective and the subtle daring of his attack, has
-reslly lost most of his influence with the younger
Tories in the House of Commons, ~ If this, as I have
-gvery reason to believe to be the case, is the oorreat
-estimate of the FParliameutary situation it is =
_political development of the highest importance.
Youth understands the aspirations of yonth, snd
rthe young Conservative of to-day is far from
holding the hide-bound and unreasonable prejudioss
of the last generation. It is true that the Indian
~spokesmen for the Youth of India will not themsslves
be young men, but it is diffioult to believe that they
wﬂl_ not be able to expound the aspirations of youug
India in language that iz comprehensible to young
‘-Consgrva_tlve England. On the whole, my authority
was mel'u!ed_to take & much more cheerful view of
“the possibilities of Parliamentary action ata later

stage than one might be inclined to anticipate
from 8 distance,

. Moreover, it may not be altogether an unmired
-disadvantage to the cause of Indian constitutional
progress that the Liberal Ministers have left the
Government. They are equally committed to the
White Paper policy, and there is not the slightest
reason to doubt that they will continue to support it

“through ‘thick andthin, It may well be thatan !

administration now more preponderantly Conserva~
tive than ever will have less dificulty in convincing
the Party rank and file that what it proposes is good
Conservative doctrine, and it is astonishing bhow
often the Tory Party has swallowed the titbits of a
Liberal programme, thoroughly satisfied that they
were part of their own original progremme. In any
event the Liberals, with the exception of the SBimon
group, being now outside the Government, will be
freer to “ginger up” the latter, without being accused
of disloyalty by the Tory rank and file, .
In writing of the Liberal attitude, I am con-
strained to draw attention to a letter in, of all papers,
The Morning "Post by, of all peonle, Sir Kvan
Cotton, alleging that the trouble in England is that
politicians will not “allow the strong and stable
Executive in India to function, and are devising a .
scheme which is calculated to wipe it out of exis-
tence. 'Who would have thought that a son of Sir
Henry Cotton, and a former Editor of the newspaper
India, the Congress organ in London, would have
found a pillow in the columns of the Morning
Post, and made into his bed-follows the reactionary
Tory circle that that organ of ultra-Conservatism so
faithfully serves. _ N
Miss Mary Pickford, M. P., has doneher bit in
to-day's Times to remove & fear that if left un-
allayed may do the cause of Indian constitutional
progress much harm. It is being circulated that the
Lothisn Committee has recommended the extension
of the franchise to include some 36,000,000, voting
for one Legislature at one time. She is at pains to
point out that 814 millipn js the maximum electorate
proposed for any Legislature, and that the larger
figure quoted is the proposed electorate for all the
Legislatures put together. Miss Pickford is wiss in
realising the ease with which ignorant opinion can
be alarmed and stampeded, and the necessity for put-
ting vital facts in their proper perspective, }
THE SIMLA BLUNDER. -
The mors the facts relating to the sudden stop-

page of the political conversations with Gandhiji

ara investigated in the light of the events there, of
which speocific information has reached here by this
air mail, and the dorrelated facts on this pide are
examined, the more portentous' appearg te be the
blunder committed ; in olosing the jail doors once
more firmly upon the Mahatms, I have the .most
excellont suthority for stating that the action of
the Government of India took the British Govern-
ment by surprise, and it would not be indiscreet
to suggest that the surprise was not a pleasant
one, Rumours apparently emanating from Simla,
and circulated by the looal oorrespondent of
the T¥mes, that precise guarantees cught to be
exacted from Mahatmafi and his eclleagues against a
revival of civil disobedience if, as it must some day
Lo oalled off and the participants to be set at large
are strongly discredited in well-informed quarters
hera. Tt is not desired in British offieial eircles to
impose impossible oconditions upon Mahatmaji, or
to submit bim to humiliation and indignity that
would be resented by his compatricts in politi-

oal ciroles far distant from the Congress, Even now -
it wonid not be surprising to find that the India
Office haa little information as to the reasons and the
circumstsnoss for the sudden ban imposed upon the
unofficial, spontaneous and non-commital falks af
Yerawda., Such information as has reached here
this weok from responsible persons in Indis addres-
gad both to private individuals and to eminent pez-
sonages in this country, leads to the belief thatthe
Mahatma was partioularly friendly dieposed towards
discovering a basis for renewed c¢o-operation. That
the generous instinets of himself and his compatriots
rouged by the swift response of the British Govern—~
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ment {o the depressed classes pact should have been
affronted and killed in this irresponsible and un-
imaginative manner is for thepresent an inexplicable
enigma, of which the key lies elsewhere than in
‘Whitehall. I think thet I am ina position to say
positively that the Secretary of State is entitled to be
completely exoperated of all connection with the
matter, and that it is doing him an injustice to
suppose that had he known of it in time he would
bave given it any encouragement. At the eame time
formal negotiation between Mahatmaji and the
Government is not in the least contemplated in
official quarters. At any rate the Government them-
selves are very unlikely to take any positive steps in

that direction., That merely imposes the duty upon |

friendly persons to explore the possibilities of un-
official and non-committal conversations in order to
gee how far the advantage -gmined in the earlier
.conversations ean be turned to constructive wuses,
with & view fo the relief of the present impasse, and
the re-establishment of peace in Indis. In order to
gecure the poseibility of restoring commuanication
with the distinguished occupant of Yerawda Jail, a
good deal of delicate bridge-building will have to be
done, and I believe from the sources of information
at my disposal that friendly interveners here have
already begun their part of the task. In any event
it isfelt in many quarters that Gandhiji should be
given the fullest opportunity of seeing that the Poona
Pact is implemented by the osste Hindus, and
opportunities should be made, and probably will be
in the nesr future, to enable those direetly concerned
to give effect to the agreement and to have the
neoessary freedom of acoess to'the Mahatma, The
mere fact of the restoration of communications would
vreate fresh opportunities for public opinicn in India
to assert itself positively in favour of producing
those conditions of peace that will make the agree-
ment effective and enduring.

G eviews.

DARWIN.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES DARWIN.
By His son SIR FRARCIS DARWIN, ( Watts &
Co., London. } 20om. 154p. 1/~

CHARLES DARWIN belongs to the heroes of the past,

and we should be failing in the historical sense if

we do not extract as much interest from these pages
as most of us have, perhaps, managed to get from

Caesar's Commentaries. But unlike Caesar, Dar-

win’s "I" is above suspicion, and his epitaph, if he

had had the choice in the matter, would most pro-.

bably have been, “I came into this world, I saw a
great deal of it, but I have not conciuded anything
about it, much less conquered it.” His;mission was
not so much specified and didactic as might appear
rom his original writings, st least as much as the
popular interpretations of those writings made them
appear, but much more that of a humble, selective
quest after Eruth.
was 8 little empirical, a devotee of science as suoch,
but here he is undoubtedly his own self, a .disciple
balf of faith and half of reason, almost monkish in
his oatholicity.

If ouriosity is the mother of sinas, then Darwin
did more thah any other seientist to promote the culs
of Original 8in. Curiosity, alternating with vigor-
ous personal “sweat of the brain", formed the very

In the “Origin of Species™ he:

life-breath of this nineteenth-century prophet. Sir
Francis Darwin (the scientist’s son, himself & hero-
worshipper) in his apologetic way gives some reve.
lstions into the character of his father, as he was
in the inner circle of his life, which should set at
rest, once forall, any doubts that might still be
troubling the cautious good man whether this was
not another of those iconoclasts who came to des-
troy, and not to fulfil. Here is & paragraph:
* Another mource of convistion in the existenoa of
God, ooonected with the reason and not with the feslings,
impresses me” (Charles, and not Sir Franois) *as hav-
‘ing much more weight. This follows from the extreme
difficulty or rather impossibility of oconceiving this:
immenss and wonderful universe, including man with his
capacity of looking far backwards and far into futurity,.
as the result or blind chance of necessity. Whea thus
reflecting, I feel compelled to lock to First Cause having
an intelligent mind in some dogres: analogous to that of
man; and I deserve to be called & Theist, This conclu-
‘sion was strong in my mind about the time, as farasI
oan remember, when I wrote the Origin of Spectes, and
it is since that time, that it has very gradually, with
many fluctuations, become weaker. But then arises the
doubt: oan the mind of man, which haa, as I fully believe,
been developed from a mind as low as that possessed by
the lowest animals, be trusted when it draws suoh grand
oonclusions
The whole of Darwin was a big question-mark to
his, and to a greater extent to our, genecration. He
has left us, a8 his rioh legacy, the same big inter-
rogation : Whom say ye that Man id from ; whence ;
from what?

A. MADHAVA MENON.

SHORT NOTICE.

INDIAN DUST. By PHILIP ERNEST RICEARDA.
(Allen & Unwin.) 1932. 20cm. 272p. 6/—
IN “Indian Dust” one finds an interesting record
through the medium of letters written to friends and
relatives overseas, of one man’s reactions to the total.
1% strange environment of new work in India. Its.
literary charm, its humour, together with the author’s
sincere regard for the people and his keen apprecia-
tion of the beautful in India makes it a book well
worth reading.
I. A F
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IMPERIAL PREFERENCEFOR INDIA.

The Ottawa Agreement Examined.
By
D. R. Gadgil, m. a,, M, Litt.,
Director, Gokhale Institate of Politics-
and Economics, Poona 4.

Price Re. 1

APPLY TO
Secrelary,
‘Servants of India Society,

Poona 4.

L b . e

Printed and published by Mr. Anant Vinayak Patvardhan at the Aryabhushan Press, Houze No. 936/3 Bhamburda Peth,.
" Poona City, and edited at the “Servant of Indla” Office, Bervanta of Indla Eociety's Home Bhumburda,
Poona City, by Mr. P, Kodands Rao.



