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Mere Proviacial Aatonomy No Remedy.

THE Bombay Legislative Counecil last week
passed a resolution placing on record its view that
the ocontemplated immediate grant of provincial
sutonomy without the simultanecus establishment
of responaibility at the centre, far from allaying
publio discontent, would only aggravate it. This
expresaion of opinion by the Bombay Legislature is
significant as showing that whatever other matters
may divide its members, they are united as one man
in thinking that mere provincial aotonomy is
no remedy for India's politioal iflla, This view
is o often and so repeatedly expressed in
the Indiam press and from the publio platform that
it in likely fo be thought that the Conncil was need-
lessly wadting its time and energy in labonring what
was only too obvious, But it is showing an imper-
fect knowledge of Indian politios to take that view
of the Counoil's action, It is true that as a resnlt of
all the agitation in the country in favour of the
simulianeous or aimost simultaneous establishment
of responsible government both in the provinoes
and at the centre, it has been decided to have one
comprehensive measure instead of two, as originaliy
oontempiated by Government—one dealing with pro-
vincial and the other with federal responsibility,
This fa not ko say that thoy have made up their mind
to grant autonomy to the provinoces and the centre at
the same time, Whatover the view of the British
Labour and Liberal parties on this point, the great
majority of Conservatives at any rate sesm to be as
oppoeed to the idea as ever. ' The latest Indication of
how their minda are working on this point is afforded

i
EE

by the Marquis of Salisbury’s letter to the British-
press—an

d the Marquis must be said to represent a
very large section of Conservative opinion, He does

not object to the provincial governmenis being made
sutonomous but looks upon the establishment of a:
conimal responsible government as unthinkable. His
viow is that whataver risks the British may afford to
tako in the provinoes, no such thing can be thought
of in oonnection with the oentral government,
Basides, he arguee, if things go wrong in the provinoes,
the British must be in a pogition to set matters right,
which they can do only if Delhi continnes to be res-
ponsible to London aa af present. We are not concern-
od here to examine his argnments but merely to point
out, on the strongth of his views, that those who
think that the batile of central responsibility is won
by the Government promising to bring forward one
comprebensive Reform Bill are labouring undera
delugion. The view that mere provincial sutonomy
will in no way ease the situation in India cannot be
too often repeated and the expreesion of this opinion
by such a statutory body as the Bombay Council
ought o bring home to the Conservative party the -
serious risks it would run if it was not pwepared to
reconcile itself to the introduction of responsibility
at the centre, 'Wo do not think the Couneil 1aid it on
too thick in eaying that want of responsibil ity atthe
ocentre would, instead of ralieving, worsen the diffi-
oulties of the Indian sitvation.

- - *

Madras Women in Conference,

. IN anticipation of the seesion of the All-Fndis -
Women’s Educational Conference to be held during
X'mas next, constituont women'’s oonferences are ak
present taking place in different parts of the ocantry.
‘The one held at Madras last week was presided over
by Lady Mirsa M. Ismail, wife of the Dewan of
Mysore. The women of Madras deserve hoarty oon-
gratulations on their choice for the preeidentship,.
becsuse Lady Mirsa hails from a State which is -
showing greater zeal than British India itself
in the direction of raising woman’s gocial status by
giving her rights over properly and removing her
digabilities in regard to inheritance. In her presi-
dential address Lady Mirea laid great emphasis on
the urgent need of the spread of fomale eduoa-
tion which is admittedly at the root of all pro-
gresa. In thia connection she mmade the some-
what novel suggestion that just as in municipal arcas
there are health visitors whose duty it is io sindy
health oonditions from house to house and help the -
people in their homes, 20 in regard to the education
of women there should also be organised a band of
trained workers who would concenirate attention on -
campact arcas and devote itself to improving them. .
Har view, which we doubt nok is very widely shared
is that the meed of the hour is universal education
for both sexee and she rightly believes that till edu-
cation is universalised, the problem is really not so .
much of quality as of quantity, That is not &o say
that quality should altogether be sacrificed o quan-~
tity. Al that in meant is that it should not be made
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too much of, but that attention should be concentrated
mainly upon expansion. On the subjict of women's
represeuntation in legislatures and public bodies,
Lady Mirza's remarks are noteworthy for shicre rea-
sons than one. She atrongly repudiated the idea that
wowen desire any special privileges guch as reservas
tion of seats and proolaimed to the world that Indian
womer. are preparad to enjoy all their rights under
a system of absolute equality and adult suffrage.
Noodless to add, she earnestly pleaded for the removal
of such social cankers as untouchablility thet are
eating into the vitals of the body politio.

Among the resolutions passed by the Conference,
great importance will naturally be attached to the
ong disapproving of comwmunal elactorates for women.
It should be noted that the resolution' was proposed
and supported by a Muslim and a Christian lady

8 Muslim lady presided. The speeches in support of
thls. resolution clearly brought out the fact that
Indian women stood unflinchingly for joint electora-
tes. The resolution on anti-untouchability made an
appeal to all temple-trustees to open all Hindu termples
to the untouchables. In oases of bodies 1ike the legis-

Iative councils, local bodies, eto.. entry into which

can be secured by election, the Conference very pro-
perly appesled to women to face open elections
rather then aseek to enter them by the back door of
nomination. ‘Where, however, as in the case of the
Publio Services Commission or the Indian delegation
to the League of Nations, the selection rests wirh the

Governwent, it did not hesifate fo press on the autho-

rities conoerned the desirability of giving due consi-_
deration to the claims of women. ' '

1 this connection, it is highly significant that
duting the last weekend, at the very timethe Muslims
were meeting in Luoknow {o discuss separate. vs,
dommon elecsorates, a meeting of women was held
in Lucknow, attended by Hindu and Muslim womoen,
presided over by Mrs. Zahir, a Muslim lady, which
unanimously adopted & resolution opposing separate
Sfgetoratés for women which bhad been given to
women in the Communal Award and demanding

joint electorates.
» i *

India's Stores Purcliase Policy.

THE Indisn Storés Retrenchment Committea
exprogs themselves as being uncompromisingly oppos-
ed.to the abolition of the Stores Department, As may.

be remembered, the Department was created in order

to zemove the public complaint that in purchasing
Government requirements adequate encouragement
way not baing given to Indian industries, Butin
gpite of ita over ten years' existence, it cannot be
said that the ground for the above complaint had heen
completely removed. The object of enoouraging In-
dian industries by giving preference, wherever possi-
ble, to Indian goods would have besn easily attained
jf all Government roquirements were purchased
through the Stores Deparbment ; but unfortunately
there is a tendency on the part of some purchasing
authorities to look upon the department as an inter-

loper which must as far a8 possibls be igriored. This *

hae led, a8 may be easily imagined, to the services of
the Department not being fully utilised with the
necessary corollary of Indian industries not coming
into their uwn in the mafter of the supply of goods

required for Government Departments. The feeling'
of dissatisfaction occasioned by this state of things

in gome non-officlal oircles was so deep-seated taab
when the retrenchment committes cams to be appoin-
ted it found expression in the seemingly uncsasona-
ble- demand that if full use of the Dapartmént was
not going to be made it had better be olosed down.
But we do not suppose its abolition was seriously

a

suggested in any quarter, However it is just as well
that the Committes placed on record its view as to its
indispensability from the peint of visw of ths promo~
tion of Indian industries. The Committes has also
done well in impressingon Government the neceasity
of ordering through this department “ all stores other
than stores of a specislly technical nature.” We do
not think that in asking that full use be made of the
Department, the Committee is asking for too mush,
The, fact that it should have found it necessary to
make such an obvious suggestion shows that during
the twelve years or so during which the Department
has been in existence the Government has merely
been doing lip service to its polioy of helping indi-
-genous industries by preferring Indisn-made goods.
The Committee's siggestion for the establishment of

] | & committee to sdvise Government “on all important
respectively and passed by a Conference over which |

matters affecting stores purchase and to review from
time to time how far the policy of . Government in
regard o stores aurchase and the recommendations of
the various committees appointed by them are givenm
effoct t™'is alsoastepin the right direction and ought,
if acted upon, go some way in ensuring theé policy of
préferring Swadeshi, goods. being worked in. the pro-
per gpirit, Only in'regard to the constitution of the
propossd commijttes, the Retrenchment Committea ap-
pearg to us to have bsen needlessly cautious. Its
recommendation places the non-official element ir &
hopeless minority in the committee which is regret-
table. Seeing that the committee’s status was to be
no more than advisory, no inconvenienee would have
been caused to anybody by providing for s non-offi-
cial majority on it. The Committee's emxphasis on the
need for Indianisation in the Stores Department is-
by no means uncalled for, In this conneclion .ié-
suggests that should it be found necessary to.recruit.
Europeans, their engagement ghould be for * & striet-
1y limited period”. The Committee has also suggested
the establishment of an exhibition of Indian manu-
factures.to be organised by.the Stores Dapartment.
Whatever the advantages of such an exhibition, one
wonders if it has any direct bearing on the maein
activities of the Stores Depariment.
' ¥* ' » *

Municipalities in Bombay & C. P. ,

THE resolutions of the Bombay and C.P. Govern-.
ments reviewing the reports on the werking of muni-
cipelities for 1930-31, published during the last few

. days, make ‘interesting reading. 1t will be remem-~

bered that the civil disobedience movement which,
began with Mahatma  Gandbi's historic march to
Dandi and culminated in the memorable Gandhi-

- Irwin agreemeitt was active almost throughout the..

year. ‘The result was that municipal Qdminmt_mt}ono
in both these provinces could not remain wholiy im-,
mune from its reperoussions, Municipsl bu_smess was.,
frequently interrupted owing to repeate_d ﬁuhmn-mmnzlt_‘i
of munioipal meetings in sympathy with some arres-
ted or imprisoned Congress leader and in soma casea
the hoisting of the Congress flag over the muaicipal ,
office and other municipal bauildings was the outward.,
manifestation of sympathy with the Congress, A
fow municipalities in Gujerat went even & little ‘h“-i
ther. They refused to co-operats with the Goveranment'’
in taking the census. The Bombay ‘report.tqanh!o_nu
the case of the Ahmedabad and Broach munisipalikiesq
which mismanaged thair primary education by mak—
ing both'the teachers and the taught to §aks park 151;,
political demonstrations - organissd under Congre
auspices. ‘This was too much for the Goverament
which replied by withdrawing financial assistanos
from the offsnding bodies. We do n_ot_a_upppgatl_u
friotion batween Governmént and municipalities in,
O. P, was attsnded by suoh serious conssqaences to

| the latter. It would have been nothing short ofa

miraole if such & nation-wide movement had lafé the
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municipalities aitogetrer: unaffeotad, *The - wonder
really is that it did not aifect them to a much greater
extent, . :
" The'record of municipalities in both the provinces

in the matter of recovery of dues during the yeat
" mppears’ to have Dbeen far from satisfactory. In
Bombey the smount of -'srrears’ went up by Rs. 514

- lakhs to Rs.2714 kakhs, while in C. P. only ‘one muni-
cipality - could be. classified “ good ” L. e.: was able to
oollect 35 per ceni. of its dues and tha numbe? of those
in which the collections exceeded 90 per cont, decrea-
sed from three during the previous year totwo during
the year under report, -The progressive deferioration
in this: respect is apparently due' to' the: unwilling-
mess of thesa bodies to usa all the powers given to
“them for effeeting recoveries, Both the reports record

"onges of some municipal councillors . thamselves |

being the: worst ‘defaulters. The remedy appears
to be the dimyualification of such persons as members,
which now seems to find general favour. The C. P,
report states that an amandment of the Municipalities
Act to this end is under consideration. It may be boped
that the amendment of the Bombay City Municipal
Aot with a viaw to disqualifying the defaulting mem-
bers which was ostried in the. ocurrent session of the
Bombay Legislative Cowneil will soon be followed:
by 8 suitable amendment of the municpsl

law applcabls outside Bombay: In the meantime:

-the practics of pnblishing the names of the offending
-members in the  (Goverfment' resolution, as is
dome .in Bombay, appears $0' ba wholesome and
" might be followed in other provinces as weil, The
‘average incidence of faxation per head of the populs-~

in respect of the depressed ¢lasses had prepared the
people o expect that if communal: electorates eama. to
be abolished in name, they would still be retained in
fact, althought perhaps in & somewhat less obnoxions
‘form: “Was it worth while, it ‘was asked, to pur-
chase what might after all’ prove to be & dubious
.advantage at the cost of very veal snorificea
exactad from communities already hard hib by the
award ? This question a very Isrg_ér number of pet:PPe
answered to themselves emphaticatly in the pegatwe,.
"sand although, in the majority of cases, thé answer
“was not formulated in words and conveyed i:o“th_e
promoters of the Lucknow Conference, some 8ssocl-
ations, greatly daring, did so, It waa also dlscoyergd
that the bulk of that section of the' Muslim™ comrhu-

| hity, in deferencs to whose wishs the British Govern-

ment had decided to retain communal electorates, did
-not look with favour upon this Conference and szl-d
stay away. They seemed to have made up their
minds to stand pat on communal electorates.

. ., The Lucknow Conference thus did tot meef 1d
%00 hapDy oircumstances, It was frowned upon by
communalists and looked at askance by natigna-
lists, Vet it went its own way. Its achievements
_may ba described as follows: Ithas brought about; -
complete unanimity emong all . sections . of
Moslems on all their demands save on the question

k

tion in Bombay deoreased from Rs.6-1-2 to Rs, 5~4-4

-wheresas in O, P, it stood at ‘Rg, 3-5-8, the number of |

smunijoipalities:in Bombay and C. P. being 155 and 71
Yespectinely, » o :

.
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THE LUCKNGW: CONFERENCE.

HE public at large in India cannot exactly be-

eaid to be over-optimistio about the final outooms

i of the efforis that are now being made under- }
influentisl auspises to reach anunderstanding betweon.
vdridus communities on the basis of joint electorates. .
‘When it was firet announced that Maulana Shaukat -

Ali, 'who l_atf:er’ly hsd made himself ong of the strong-
-eat'champions of the communalist olaims «of Mahome-

dang, liad now taken the lead in initiating negotiations |

and that Pandit Malaviya, who it was believed had
farmerly folt very uneasy at the Nationalist Maho-
meduns supporting sll these elaims except the single
one sf communal electorates, had now .encouraged
tbﬁf'@d’mﬂanu to go forward, theroe was 8 great wave
of enthasissm pverywhere. It was felt that unity
was almost within sight, and that any day the news
might bes flashed aoross the wires not only that
general eommunal agreement had been reached, but
that the British Government had undertaken to sub-
stituis it for ita own award.. This enthusiasm was,
however, ehort-lived and warnings begari to be issuned
that if the communa! award was unjust to the Hindus
and 8ikbs it need not bs made more 8o by these com-
munities being called upon to ‘make further eacrifices

as a price for the abandonment by :the Muslim

community of the communal eleotorates *granted to -
them by the British Government;  The Pooni Pact*

' of electorates, ‘atd’ provided that other communi.-
ties convede all these demands without reservation,
' Nationalist Muslims and a few leaders of the other
} section have declared themselve rgady to discuss the.-
possibility of replacing communal»electorates by a.

" modified form of joint electorafes, The questions upon

' '} determination of which the value of this d60i§i0ﬁ_wil!-

rest are: (1)} ‘what, if any, further sacrifces are
required of non-Muslim communities in full satisfa-
i -otion of the thirteen demands of the Moslems, which
| is made & condition precedent of the waving. of
the fourteenth ? and (2) to what extent will the -prin-
oiple of joint electorates be compromised by the
Mahomed Ali plan or any other. plan that may
be finally decided upon in place of frankly com-
munal electorates ? ' With regard to_the . first point
raiged hers, it must be mentioned that statutopw
Mos!em-majorjties inthe Councils of Bengal and Eh;'
.PI.'-I'I.'l]Bb 18 one of the most important demands made.
Jolt.ltl_y by Nationalist snd Communal st Mahomedans.
which is not fully’ aceeded to in the communal
award. Thie demand oan be variously interpreted
but the interpretation that is usually: put upon it i:;
that Msahomedans must have reserved to.them in
| general territorial constituencies & number of sents
- that will ensure to them a majority . in the whole-

House, inecluding seats allotted to special oconsti-

tuencies. Even if no seat falls to .their: share in

these" speoial constituencies, still the Mahomedans
must be in an absolute msajority in the ‘.Counoil.-‘
If special constituencies yield1an‘y‘: seats to them,:

it will be an }ddiﬁQns_l advantage over and above what
Is to bs ‘guaraniced to them On this interprotation
more seals bave to be assigned to the Mahoniedan
community than is provided. for in the communal

award in Bengal and the Punjab, and these seats will
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in all likelihood be taken from the Hindu quota, and
perhaps to a small extent from the Sikh quota in the

Punjab. To the Mahomedans must also be guaranteed

a fair proportion of representation in the Cabinets,
Universities and on all other statutory bedies, and this
olause is eapable of being given effect to in a way
which will prejudice the best interests of the country,
This is the price that has to be paid. And what is
the return for it # Joint electorates of a sort. It is
unnecessary to develop here all the objections that
may reasonably be urged against the scheme pro-
posed by the late -Maulana Msahomed Ali both on
the ground of principle and workability, Will joint
electorates of this character be so decidediy superior
to communal electorates as to justify not only the
gurrender of more sents on the part of Hindus and
Sikhs but a departure from right principle in the
matter of communal representation in' Cabinets, ete.?

Ho will be & bold man who will unhesitatingly
return an affirmative answer to this question. Weo at
any rate cannot pretend to be without misgivings, '

It is perfoctly true that these matters ara still
open to negotiation, and it may besaid that the Maho-
medans can yet be persuaded not to be too sticky
about the thirteen points and even to take a broader
view about the fourteenth than af presetn,that they
will give more and take less. Of oourse it is possible
that Sir Mahomed Igbal and others who are not now
prepared even to open negotiations on this subject,and
whose adhesion to any new pact that may be arrived
at is nocessary will revise their views radically.
But we are afraid it does look. a little improbable.
'Woe for our part cannot blame the average politician
for refusing to be too sanguine for a satisfactory
setflement on the issue, though there is none in the
country but desires it.

IS DEPRESSION LIFTING ?

INCE July last a decided improvement is discern-
jble in the world's commodity markets snd
stock markets, and the question is being asked

everywhere : Does this betoken the beginnings of a
fecovery from business depression? Or, if it is too
early yet to predict a steady, even if a slow, progress
towards recovery do the advances in security and
commodity pricos at any rate warrant the inference

that the depresaion haa reached bottoun, snd st even -

if buginess remains sluggish for some time to come
the downward tendency in world trade and industry
has been definitely brought to & halt ?

The present depression may be said to have
commenced with the stock market orash in the
United States three years ago, and very likely the
first signs of an upturn in business activity will be
visible there, It would be well therefore o note the
marks of revival that that country has to show.
There is no doubt that the U. 8, has for the most part
recovered from the state of panio which prevailed in
the business world more than a year ago, and that
peseimism is now giving place to optimism and even
confidence. Withdrawals of gold by foreign coun-
tries have ceased (they amounted to $1,167,000,000
between September 21, 1931, when Great Britain
loft the gold basis for her ourrenoy, and June
15,1932); domestio hoarding of ourrency also has
come to an end (the amount of money in eirculation
having decreased from July 18, 1932, by $51,000,000);
the inflow of gold has started (the net gain since
June being $157,000,000); the danger to the integrity
of the dollar hes disappeared ; the defioit inthe budget
has been filled; banking failures, which were 80
alarmingly numerous have stopped. .All these ciroum-
stances have led to a phenomenal improvement in the
speculative markek,

The . average prices of ocommon stooks ad-

vanoed by 100 per cent. between June 27 and Septem-
ber 7 and those of railroad issues by 200" per cent. ;
e. g International Nickel Co. 230 'per oeit.

‘September Letter
‘New York seys, it is “the best index of oaLyy

United States Steel Corporation 133 per cent., N- Y.
Central Railroad Co. 216 per cent., Aitchison Typeoa-
and Sante ¥é Ry, 210 per cent,, Poannsylvania Rail
road Co. 210 per cent. The benefit of this upswing on
the Stock Exchange now reaches a far larger number
of people than before ; for it is calculated that the
number of sharoholders in the larger corpomations
has risen by 40 per cent. in the past two years,
Siesilamly-hrigkar conditions were established in the
bond market tuu. The average of high grade corporate,
bonds moved up by “wr-—+ 30 por cent., while some
speculative bonds advanced ma.. i 00 over. Thi
enhancement of bond prices is one of te 4.4 gneour.
aging features in the present situation sh.ca as the
of the National City B,y of

seeking employment.” A rally in the stock markel
is evidence of & recovery from financial panie.
This 1atter is generally & forerunner of & recove
from business depression, but is not synonymous
with it. The Cleveland Trust Company haa assembl!
ed figures for thirteen major deprasslons gince 183.
and has caloulated that on an average stock prices
and bond prices rise two months before the low poinf
in business activity, It must of course be remem
bered that thie average of two months’ delay between
the upward trend of security prices and business
activity gives no olue as to when in the present in
stance revival of the normal business conditions
may be expeoted, parl:ionlarly 4becausa the depression
we are now faced with is “a far longer and more
serious one than the averaga of the past 13.”

The other factor associated with the approach,

however slow, of & general economié recovery isn
rise in commodity prices; snd this rise also ‘4&

' pronounoed at the present time. It is most marked

in the oase of fopdstuffs and raw materials ; how-
ever, it i not confined to them, but extends, though
ton smnller degree, to other -commodities as well.

. El‘hggrim of live stock, and partioularly hog
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the first o turp up; sinee then all farm .products
have appreciated. Cotton has asppreciated the most,
viz, by 4 cents, which has resulted in the addition of
about $500,000,000 to the market wvalue of the iew
orop and the old carry-over (which, it is estimated,

‘Wool, butter and eggs bave also bad an important
price recovery. It is exoeedmgly satisfactory that
the gains have occurred “precisely where they will do
the greatest good to the greatest number,” For the
most distressing factor in the present depression is
the downward sweep of prices of farm--products
which drastically reduced the purchasing power of
millions of farmers, Now, on account of higher
price levels, they will enjoy a larger purchasing
power which will through trade eirculate among the
wage-earners of manufseturing industry aleo. The
Fisher index of prices shows that 30 agricultural pro-
ducts skcod at 50 ( 1926 =100 ) at the-beginning of the
year, then fell to 42-5 by the second week in July and
advanced to 46-3 by the first week in September, i, e.,
inorensed by about 10 per cent .in & month and half,
The game price index shows a rise of 15 per cent. in
the seme period for 90 non-agriculbural products.” In
general the commodity prices advanced from July
to Beptember by 2 per cent,

It is not only in the United States that thé prices
of commodities have stiffened; they have done so
almost everywhere, The Westmmster Bank Review
for last month has given's. very useful table
showing the course of prices of nine representative
commodities in 1928, 1929, 1931, 1932 (June) and
1932 (end of August), and its conclusion is: ® In the
majority of oases,the slump in values attained its
greatest momentum hetween 1929 and 1931, but the
rate of decline remained considerable for the first six
months of this year, particularly as regards tes,
copper and rubber.
months, however, the downward tendenoy was not
only checked, but reversed. The improvement was
marked among non-ferrous metals, copper recovering,
fn a’ couple of months, nearly all ‘the ground lost
during the preceding -half year, whils tin reached a
price level well above the'average for 1931, Rubber
rose nearly to the 1931 level, while crude petroleum,
in America, held a rise achieved earlier in the year.
Raw ootton enjoyed a speotacular revival...The
rises in wheat and wool prices were less considerable,
while suger, alone among the commodﬂ;xes shown in
the table, suffered a slight recession.”

. Industria] activity has not, however, kept paoce

commodity marketa, Only in textiles, shoe manu.
facturing and coal production was there a marked
recovery. In other industries there was & decline,
though the rate of decline has lessened. “ Aectivity
in the basle iron and stesl industry declined by
about 5 per cent. { in July ). Production of electrie
power foll nearly 3 perosnt, Automobile output
dropped nearly 40 per cent. Railroad freight remain.
ed almost unchanged at mbout 50 per cent. of the
normal.” Industrial production fn general, which
vﬁa.s 29-2 per oent. below the normal in July last

During the two -succeeding ).

year, dropped to 50-3 per cent. $walve -months . later;
but the rate is’ decreasing.. In May the percentage
of the decline was, whew oqmpared.  with the.  figures

- of the previons month, 74 ; in June 1-8 sand in July
" 05.. The exqeuetwq in Englmﬁ too is similar. -
would be approximately 13,250,000 running .bales).

* It need not occasion sufprise if an improvement
in the speculative and commodity markets takes

- time to reflect itseif in an fmprovement in business
- aotivity. - Buf the question is whether in the present
| instance we may expect the former to lead in course

of time to the latter, as is usually but not neocessarily
the ense. This question the Economist of September 17
answers confidently: in the affirmative. “If economio
congidorations alons areto be taken into wmococunt,”
it says, * there would, in our. opinion, be sifficient
grounds for thinking that we had -definitely, entered
upon an upward phese of business ceonditions * It
continues, “The most substantial ovidence of thisis
that in s number of directions praduction has adjusted
itself to the present level of consumption; stocks are
not rising and are insomd oases tending toi fall, and
may be expected to drop further if the eonviction
persists that the “bottoin of the price eurve is pass

The Westminster Bank Review for September has
quoted figures for the visible world stooks of various
commodities in July of four yesrs; 1928, 1929, 1931
and 1932, which substantiate the asserkion -on which
the Economisi's -comforting conclusion is based. The
Review ~ thus interprets the figures . it .givea:
% Before the middle of 1929, production was .clearly
running ahead of consumption and stocks began to
increase ominously { in wheat, sagar, tes, petroleum,
tin and rubber). During the next two years, there
was no check to this- dangerous movement . exvept in
the cases of tes and petroleunt, It has been left to
the Iast twelve months to apply the brake %o & move-
ment thich had proceeded uninterruptedly for three
‘years, and appeared to have no necessary limit. In
July lagt vizible stooks of sugar, tea and petroleum

"were appreciably lower than they had been twalve

months earlier, while the figures for wheat and tin
were more or less at the July 1931 levels.... The
inferenoce ig that, for some litfle time, world produn-

tion and consumption ‘of ‘many important primary

commodities have been largely in balance.”' From
this we mey gather that the present price reg_ovary"’
will be maintained for' a oconsiderable “length

- of time, No recovery from world depression can be
f conceived unless equilibrium is established between
" supply and demand.
| achieved goea to show, as maintained by the Econo-

in the United States with improved security and mist, & hat business r“i“l will follaw.

‘That such & balance has been

THE OT'I'AWA AGREEMENT.

HETHER the trade agreement reached at Ottawa
will help India to inorease her trade and pros-
perity is the question we have to consider. Let

L us disouse it from a purely economiec stand-

point witbout being affected by any racial or paro-
chial considerations, We may ask ourselves what
additional benefit the Oltawa agresment will bring to
the Indian producer and consumer ; or wa may, as the
Indian Delegation in its report emphasises, consider
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what losses we havo averted thereby, The I1ndian De-
legation has confessed that India does not gain
much by the agreement ;
wo would lose a great deal by not ratifying if.

The average value of Indian exports to the United
Kingdom on which either preference has been given
or to whioh free entry has been guaranteed was in
normal times about Rs. 55 orores. Among these thers
are certain goods which can be omitted from any
caloulation—aréicles like jute and its manufac-
tures, teak, etc, These are more or less & monopoly
of India with practically no competitor either in
the Empire or outside, Further wheat, barley, pulses,
tobaoco, cotton seed, &c. are oonsumed in such
larger quantities in India that any oconcession' regard-
ing their export will not make much - difference o
the producer, Among other important products the
United Kingdom does not count as a market in rice,
cotton manufactures, ground nut, manures, ete. Sp
if we deduct all these articles we will find that very
fow are. laft which actually benefif by preference
or stand to lose by its withdrawal, The Indian Dele-
gation has made much of the 168 articles on which
we secure proference, but most of them are minor
ones the value of the exports of each of which does
not amount evér to a lakh of rupees annuslly, The
only items on which we may expect to suffer sub-
stantial loss in. the absence of preferenocs and be-
cause of competition from other Empire countries
are tea, tanned hides and skins, pig iron, pepper, raw
hemp, and pig lead, But the total value of the expports
.of these har only been Rs. 33 crores in recent. years,
out of which tea ilself acecounts for Rs, 24 crores.

Then let us take imports. The approximate
value of total imports into India of all the articles
subject to preferential treatment is on an average for
the normal years Rs. 132 crores, out of which Rs. 75
orores are the share of the United Kingdom. Accord-
ing to the agreement non-British imports will be of
the value of Rs. b7 crores, on which an import duty
will be levied. In other words to secure pre-
ference on nearly Rs. 33 crores worth of exports to
"U. K, we are giving prefersnce to British imports
"to the extent of Rs. 75 crores. The burden of the
additional duty on the enormous imports will affect
gericusly the poorest olasses of the consumer of
imported ocommodities. A poor counfry like India

will find such an enormous loss very hard to bear.
The staple exporis of -India on which the pros-

perity of the Iarge mass of our population depends
are cotton, rice, jute, groundnut, raw hides and skins
and raw wool, the value of which formed in recent
years more than two-thirds of the value of our total
exports. We shall not lose anything on these in the
ahsence of the Ottawa agreement.

‘While the burden of additional taxation is to be
widespread the gain, if any, is largely confined to the
highly localised industry of tea: This leads to the
inevitable conoclusion that the Ottawa Agreement is
unfavourable to the general interests of Indis. The
Indian Delegation obviously did not make the best
use of the bargaining position of India. There was
no need for hurry in the matier. . After due consdidera-
tion preferential treatment could have beeh granted

it merely pleads that

to only a few selected British commodities in retur
for a few Indian goods in  the United Kingdom,

THE PROBLEM OF CRIMINAL TRIBES.
IL*

EXT thera are those tribes and castes who have
sottled abodes and generally some ostensible
means of subsiatence and ocoupation, but who

periodically proceed on raids oftenat a great distance
from their homes and live solely on their ill-gotten
gains. In this connection we may instance the Doms
of the U. P.,, who are employed 83 scavengers in
big cities and do the work of sweoping the streets,
cleaning drains, destroying stray dogs, etec. They
have a popuiation of 424,950. In the villages the
Dom is & worker on bamboo and makes fane,
baskets and winnowing implements out of it. But
the Dom is = thief by training and tradition and
he commits thefts at the time of pilgrimages. The
Doms eaf the flesh of dead animals sind have a great
relish for horse flesh. Theecriminal Dom is an expert
poisoner and knows several drugs to poison horses,

The Pasis who have a population of 1,488,582 are
algo found in the U. P. They wers in the lawless
days preceding British rule employed by the
local chioftaing as bowmen. They are notorious for
their thievish propensities and are also prone to illicit
distillation of liquor. They keep a large number
of pigs and on this account are confined to the outer
limits of villages or made to live in huts,

The Bhars, another criminal tribe of the U. P,, .
are addicted to drink and large numbers of them
migrate to Bengal temporarily and are responsible
for much of the orime committed both in the U. P.
and on the waterways of Bengal. They have s total
population of 419, 796. ‘

The Berads who are to be found in some parts of
the Bombay Presidency were formerly a warlike and
dangerous class notorious as thieves and highway
robbers. Their total population is 177,082. Even
now gome of them are clever thievea skilful in hiding -
stolen property and are much feared by travellers.

They stea} cattle with such cleverness and send the -

stolen animals over such long distances that the.
greatest energy and oaution often fail to find any -
trace of them, The Ghantichors, who number 2,38¢
only,are chiefly found in Khandesh, Bel gaum, Bijapur
and some parts of the Kolhapur State. They adop
many disguises at the time of committing thefts anc

are expert pickpockets. .

The Donga Dasaris is a notorious criminal tribe
of the Madras Presidency with apopulation of82,412
They are notorions for committing petty thefts at the
time. .of festivals and other large gatherings. They
pass among the crowd and cut the necklaces from
the persons of women and children and pick pockets
or annex any small articles which may have beer
left unwatched for 8 moment. They pass their spoils
quickly to a confederate and thus frequently conti
nue to esocape detection, even if the property is missed
immediately., They are a somewhat curious commu-
nity. Dasan mesns a servant of God. Dasari means
a religious mendicant of the Vaishnavite sect who
has formaliy devoted himself to-an existence as such
and been formally included in the mendicant brother-
hood by being branded on the shoulders. The name
Donga Dasari was perhaps first given to these petty
thieves, because they went:- about their occupation in
the guise of such religious beggars. Their
commugeity is now recruited from many of the lower
Shudra castes and its miscellaneous origin and the
fact that it is not, striotly speaking, a true easte at all

* The first article appeared in our issue of October 6. . .
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4s  indicated by the absence amongst its members of
-any - ordinary signs of caste organization., For
instancs, they bave mno caste Panchayets or
-restrictions as to the limits within the community
within or without which its members may marry,
The Kallars are a prominent caste of the Madura
Distriot and number 535,518, They have a reputation
for independence and traculence. They are addicted
to dacoity and thefts, Kallar in Tamil weans a
thief., A very large number of thefts committed in
the District are aftributable to them. Dacoity of
travelilers at night used to be their favourite pastime.
The various high .roads were their favourite haunts.
The method adopted consisted in fhreafening the
.driver of the cart and then turning the vehicle into
_ the ditoh so that it upset. The unfortunate traveliers
wvere then forced by some of the gang to sit df the
side of the road with their backs to the cart and their
faces to the ground while their baggage was searched
for valuables. The gangs whioh frequented these
roads have now broken up and the caste has praoti-
oally quitted road dacoity. Cattle-theft is now the
most popular oslling amongst them. The stolen
animals are driven great distances on the night of
the. theff and hidden either in a friend's house or
among hills or jungles during day-time, They return
¢he stolen animal to the owner if he offers a reward
wwhich is generally half the price of the animal. The

Xallar is also an expert at the more ordinary form of -

house-breaking., In pursuit of this calling he travels
wreat. distances. He is usually acoompanied by a
goldsmith to melt down and sell the loot, Another
important source of income to the Kallar is the fee
which he levies on other omates, In almost every
wvillage the Kallars have appointed KXavalgars or
watohmen who are remunerated by the villagers in
8some way or other. In return for these smoluments
the Kallars undertake to protect the village
. from theft by his fellow-castemen and to get back
any property which may be stolen. The fees thus
demanded are undisguised blackmail. If any one
hesitates or rafuses to pay them he is warned by the
Kallar that he must take the consequences and in due
ccourse finds his standing crops out from hisfields, his
straw gtack or his house on fire and hie best pair of
Jbulloocks missing. Thie state of things has attracted
the attention of theauthorities, and many aud various
Jonethods of suppressing it have been suggested. It is
proposed that Government should provide the Kallars
with an honest ‘livelihood by presenting them with
.Jand, or should enlist them in Kallars’ regiments.

. The Mallahs are chiefly to be found along the
Jdow lands along the Jumnsa and Chambal in the U, P,
and gonerally 'live by themselves in small and
inaccessible hamlets, Their population is 704,853,
"They indulge to asmall extentin oattle thefts but
prefer burglary and larceny. They are experts at
Ppicking pockets and possessing thersslves of other
people's property at fairs and big gatheririgs by the
simple expediont of walking off with the article
‘when the owner is not looking around. Many of
them migrate annually to Calcutta and the Ganges
delta where they are said to reap a rich harvest.

. K. G. SHARANGPANL

Our: Geneva Breiter,

THE PENALTY FOR ISOLATION.

{ BY AIR MAIL.)
) . {(From Our Owa Correspondent,) .
) T : GENEVA, GOT. 8,
“A TR MACDONALD'S abortive attempt to hold a Four

. Power Conference in London. to find & way

out of the impasse with whioh the Disarma-
-ment Conference is faced at present has been the

. of the issue,

most notable development of the week in connection
with international politics. 'Great Britain’s place as
peace-maker in the affairs of Eurcpe is historic and
Mr. MacDonald’s confidence after his success ab
Lausanne is understandable. The - proposal wasa,
however, distasteful toboth France and Germany, and
Italy was the only power enthusiastic -aboutit. In
France, the view prevailed that it was dangerous to
rush into & conference in which the French thesis
had little chance of finding acceptance and in
Germany in view of the British note in reply to the
German claim for equality of armaments, s repeti-
tion of the Geneva meetings was oonsidered tc be
futile, unless both Great Britain and France had
ohanged their attitude. The United States’ represen-
tatives were frankly puzzled at the optimism eunter-
tained about the proposed conference, apparently for
no other reason than the change of place from Geneva
%o London and a change of president from Sir John
Simon to Mr. MacDonald.

The fact ia that, as it has too frequently happened
lately largely on account of the Foreign Office
possessing & jurist as its head, injLondon the view
was taken that all that was necessary fo raconcile
France and Germany was the discovery of a suitable
formula., The German claim goes farther and it
hasbeen apparent for some time thata ohange of
words cannot bring about a changa for the better.
Appropriate wording forms a considerable part of the
work of diplomaoy, but it is not . its essential part.
Politioal bargaining is the art of give and take and
in this art the principal equipment of the eonsum-
mate practitioner is the capacity to give, Great
Britain’s diplomatiec inflaenoce throughout the last
ceptury and right until the present time has consisted
in her ability to undertake obligations in return for
which the lesser powers wera prepared to deprive
themselves of political Initiative, thus augmenting
her initiative. Even a$ the time of the:framing of the
League Covenant, the exercise of the sanctions was
considered to be the particular prerogasive of the
British Navy. The refusal of the United States to
enter the L.eaguehad the effect of depriving it of these
sanotions on account of Great Britain's unwilling-
nees to put herself in a position which would create
differences with Amerioa. Since then British policy
hag been to refuse to be scommitted {0 any major inter-
national undertakings and the treatment aocorded
to the Geneva Protocol was a olesr indication of its
trend. Loocarno, it was said, was the limit of British
eoncession in fhis respeot and since then Great Bri-
tain has beenr moving towards restricting her infer-
national commitments, rather than otherwizse. Otiawa
fs an unmistakable sign to an expectant world that
the door had been closed for as long ag one. can
foresee in this respect..

An immediate resuls of such isolation i= in-
capacity to prevail over QGermany and
France with rogard to the disarmament issue and
bring the present orisia to an end, in spite of the
earnaost desire in England todpusk forward with the
work at Geneva and the improbability of making
Britain's influenve feolt over the Far East in ocase
the British Government should choose to stand by
the Lytton Commission’s recommendations. Another
Power, the United States, is also paying the penalty

" at the present time for practising a -polioy Jof iecla-

tion. It is now common knowledge in Geneva that
the first impulse. of the League Council with regard
to the Manchurian gquestion was to act on the prece-
dents already established by the League. It was to
ask Japan to withdraw her.troops and re-astablish
the status quo and to accept an imparkial enquiry
on the spof &8 a preliminary to discussing the merits
This was what the Chinese demanded,
and the Council found the Japanese fearing, under the
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§mpression that the demand will be endorsed. not
only by the League Council but by the United
Btates. To the :surprise “and disappointment. of
the Council, Mr. Stimson declared that ‘he preferred
to ‘trust Baron ‘S8hidechara, 'who, if mot pressed and
made to lose face, would control his own militarists,
but ‘who might fell: s wvictim tonationalist resent-
ment if the League tried to impose s eommittes of
enquiry on Japan., ‘TheCouncil immediately fell in
with this view; and this made what has since been
finally recognised both by the State Department and
in QGeneva to be s big mistake, depriving the
Japanese moderates of their lmst argument against
the militarists snd giving the latter a sense of
unbounded power and unique opportunity. No power
is more anxious to-day to see the Liytton Commission’s
verdict implemented and the status quo of Manchu-
ria restored as well ‘as to bring the Disarmament
Conference to a trivmphant conclusion than the
United States of America and yef, in the final

reckoning, no Power bas done as much to weaken the

League’s influence or to make parts of its machinery
unworkable,

The work of the Asgsembly has been for the most

part confined this week to diseussions in'the various
Committees, Next week they will present their
reports in plenary seesion and an interesting debate,
specially on the Lesgue’'s finances, is anticipated.
One notable act of the Assembly - early in the week
bas beem the admiesion of Iraq in the L.eague
Organisation. It was a solemn occasion and was
suitably eelebrated by appropriate speeches from the
President of the Assembly, Sir John Simon, the Iraqi
‘Prince Minister and several others. For the histori-
<¢ally-minded, the entry of one of the most ancient
countries into the modern comity of nsations gave
ample seope for reflection. The Iland of the Old
Testament has & peculisr fasoination forthe European
mind, It has hardly less fascination for the people
of the Near East and the representatives of Persia and
Turkey no doubt watched the performance of Noury

Pasha, acknowledging the welcome of the Assembly |

to his country, with peculiar pleasure not altogether
confined perhaps to the glories of the past. The common
-assooistion of Turkey, Persia and Irsq within the
sphere of the League's influence (with the prospective
wddition of Egypt to this group) marks en eventful
transition in the history of Kurope and the relations
between East and West, as it may well be considered
ore day to be an absorption of the Islamic -countries

of the Near East into the European polity, and

despite origes and despite pessimism, he would “indeed

‘be devoid of all imaginatian who conld nof see in the

entry of Iraq into the League and the publioation

of the Lytton Report in one week, the workings,

however dim, of & new order of hope, however far,

of reason extending its dominion over & sphere of :

human activity which has been disfigured by the
predominance of passion.

Ouwr Londan Letter.

(BY AIR MALL. )
( From Ocr Qorreapondent. )
LORDON, Tth Ootober.
INDIAN STUDENTS ABROAD.

bave just seen the useful and interesting publi-
oation by Mr, Pasul Runganadhan, Seorefary of

the International Student B8ervice for Indian
Students Abroad, entitled “Handbook of Study and
Travel for Indian Students Going Abroad.” The book
-is prefaced with an introductory mote by Professor
Harold J, Laskl, ¥From long personal experience I

can -associate myself very heartily with almost
everything that both of these experts say. It was my
privilege, a8 few daya ago, to be present st a private
gathering of selected Indian studsnts, several of them
at firat strongly inolined to be critical, addressed by
the High Commiasioner for India, under cross-
examination, in which he expounded in greaterdetafl
the well-known views expressed by him in his last
roport on Indian 'students in this country. The fact
is that in the oase :of most of the students there is no
real occasion for them to have left their country be-
yond their own personsal desires, or the misapplied
ambitions of their parents, Af the end of their period
of atudy abroad they carry back with them to India
little or nothing that is -of importance, valuable, or
new to the Motherland, whick has, on the contrary,
probably :lost. a great desl in them of indigenous -
worth, besides a hesvy expenditure wrung out of its
own impoverishment, with no commensurate results.
The exceptions, who are, of course, fairly numerous,
and who come hera at an age when they have already
had some experience of Indian conditions, can make
a useful comparison between the qualities of the Enst
and the West, and are sble to enrich their capaoity
by a new and varied- experience, the msaking of
worth-while .friendships and the acquirement of
special knowledge, for which ne adequate facilities
are provided at home, are indeed & valusble asset to
the country upon their return to India. There-ought,
in the view of many well-informed people hers, to be
one ormore clearing houses in Indis, whose duty it
would be primarily to advise parants against wasting
money and effort by sending their ill-qualified
-children abroad, and ajternatively showing how those
who are well-fitted to benefit by the experience can
take the utmost advantage of the privilegea and the
opporinnity whilst economising the national treasure.
I am glad to learn that Mr., Runganadhan is leaving .
this. week for Bombay, in order to organise one such
clearing house there, and many thoughtful people
hope that his efforts wiil achieve success and India .
be the better served thereby.

CrosiNG DOWN THE TALKS,

If the Government's action in abruptly terminat.
ing the conversations on the general question of the
constitutional reforms and the situation in India
between Mahatmaji, Mr. Jayakar, and Mr. Kunzru,
carried on at the request of Mahatmaji himseif, after
earlier conversations, during the negotiations, for the
depressed classes agreement is incomprekensible in
India, it is no more understandsble here. I quote for -
the benefit of your readers the substance of a para-.
graph in to-day’s “Spectator”, whose new Editor is
Mr. Wilson Harris :—

“The withdrawal of the permission for Mr,
Gandhi to continue his -vonversations with Hinda
leaders like Mr. Jayakar ( practically all of them, of
necessity, Liberals, since the chief Congress figures .
are like the Mahatma himself, in prison ) is incom- -
prohensible, Theacceptance by the British Govern-
ment of the Poona agreement on the representation of
the untouchables made an edmirable impression in
India, Mr. (Gandhi himself was appreciative and .’
spoke of his desire to -end civil disobedience if an °
honourable way out could be found. Mr. Jeyakar, ;
known ss well in this country as in India as & man ;
who has striven ceaselessly for sagreement and .
friendship between the British and Indian peoples, ;
had opened constructive oconversations with Mr. '
Gandbi during the period of his fast when restric--
tions were relaxed. Now, formo other reason ap-
parently than that regulations are regulations ( this
wag, in effect, the explanation given by the Heme:
Member of the Bombay Legislative Counocil on Moa-
day ), the Testriotions are to be reimposed and Mr.
Jayakar and Pandit Malaviya may see the Mahatma .
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.only by special arrangement, if at all. Once agein
in{steioe on seeing the little thing larger than the
big things bangs the door on 8 hopeful outlook. . But
we are entitled to know whether it is the Bombay

-Government or the Vicercy that is guilty of this
almost eriminal ineptitude.

I do not know whether Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru
has expressed his views on the situation, but he has:
nddressed the following telegram to0 & well-known
friend of Indiain London. It has already been dup-

“lioated to oertain members of the Cabinet and has
bean ciroulated tothe Press for immediate publica-
tion, as was doubtless Sir Tej Bahadur's purpose :—

“Please convey to the Indian Conciliation Group

-and other friends that, while endorsing their appre-
.ciation of the prompt response by the Prime Minister
and the Government to the Poona Pact, T share their
regret and sense of disappointment at the stoppage of

~the interviews with Mahatma Gandhi, Woe talked to
him briefly on the general situation and we believe
that further exchange of ideas would have led to the

.restoration of ocorditions conducive to joint work,
After my return Jayakar and Kungru saw him again
and I understand that they made a distinot advance,
It is therefore regrettable that further -opportunities

rshould have been abruptly denied to’ men of their
standing and record, when they were anxious to pro-
mote the cause of goneral co-operation and that they

;should have been s0 summarily treated. Consider- |
ing Ganhi’s condition of health, weakened by the |
rigour of his fast, the public would have weloomed
his release, which would have stimulated the move-
ment against untouchability and possibly faciliated

& pettlement among the various communities, and the

-oconsideration of the larger constitutional issues in a
ocalm atmosphers, Those of us who fesl that eivil

-disobedience has doneus no good but has done us
harm and must be abandoned also feel that the pre-

+gent polioy of the Government has produced only

~superficial resulta, and that thera is emergent need
for the removal of the deepening bitterness among
large seotions of people, which can only be done by
a change aiming at the harnessing of ail co-operative
forces for the achievement of & new constitution and
its successful working. I earnestly appeal to friends

* there not to miss the apportunity created by the new
sentiment against untonohability for inaugurating a
nsw general era of peace and goodwill.”™

No more important or significant message from
India has reached here for some time, and it is to be
hoped that it will have its full effect in the proper.

~quarters, :
- FATHER VERRIER ELWIN. .

Binoe his arrival in this country Father Verrier:
Elwin has been rendering very valuable service to
the oause of India. His is & most delightful and dis-
arming personality. He is frankness and. straight-
forwardness personified. He has made some very.
powaerful and useful friends here. The full story of
the oancellation and the refssue of his passport may
ot yet be told, One of these days doubtiess the
faots will be available for publication, and they will
prove very enlightening. In the meanwhile, Father

* Elwin is making preparations to leave England o-
morrow upon his return to the Ashram among the
Gonds in the jungle of Kanjaria in the Central

Provinces, where he expects to arrive about, the
middle of next month,

He waa entertained this afternoon by a number
«of friends, o whom he related. the ciroumstances in
whioh this Fransiscan endeavour originated; :and the
nature of the work among the ,GGonds, to whieh he
and his colleagues have set their hands.. . If, there.
fore, reason, is asked why, Father Varrier; Elwin-

should have disappeared from the haunts of men and

absorbed himself in his mission to the exclusion of
all other aotivities, a primary resson will be found
in the fact that he places before himself this duty
first, and this reasor must, for the time being, suffice.
It was but natural that the good wishes: of the
gathering should be expressed in characteristic
language by C. F. Andrews, who looks upon Verrier
Elwin with all the affeotion and solicitude of an
elder brother,’ ' '

ANDREWS,

*C.F. A” ashe is known to his intimates and
large numbers of others who love his, personality
from & distance, is the subject of a loving fribute by
Miss Agatha Harrison in the “Christian Century”,
published in New York, and dated the 28th September.
Misg Harrison herself is at the present moment a
pivotal figure in all activities relating to the welfare
of India, and for Indians she is bast known as one
of those mainly concerned in the proceedings of the
‘World Commission on Indian Labour and in- her
oapaoity as one of Mahatma Gandhi's seoretarics st
No. 88, Knightsbridge.” One of these days we may
hope to get from her the story of that historic epoch.
In the meanwhile it suffices that in this article she
has drawn a loving and sympathetio picture of C, Fs
A_, whose secretary she has constituted herself even
ginod she came under the auspices of Mrs, Alexander
Whyte, the mother of Sir Frederick Whyte..

C, F. A's latest activity, upon the invitation of

' the Chairman of the Congregational Union, .one of

the most important Nonconformist Christian bodies'

. in this country, has beent to attend the Annual ~Con-

ference, at "'Wolverhampton, and to address there: a
gathering representative of nearly one-thousand Chur
ches seatiered over the whole couniry. His subject:
was the neccssity of urgent endeavours -by the ' con-
oiliatory means to restore {riendly relations -betweon’
this country and India, and the most sincere and:
sympathetic exploration 'of the possibilities not only
of giving effect to the Poona Pact, but of developing
and capitalising the spirit of goodwill engendered by
the Government acosptanoce of the Pact,and Mahatma
Gandhi’s expressed desire to reconsider his position..
C. F. A, pointedly urged that it did not lie in the
mouths of British Christians to condemn oo empha~
tically the caste Hindu attitude towards their. own '
untouchables so long as in British lands racial un-
touchability remsined the slur upon the Christian
profession of faith that he had found it to be in many
of those lands, - Who shall say after this that C. F, A.
is lacking in & sense of mordant humour?

INTERNATIONAL VIEWS ON INDIA.

Whilst the India League i making preparations
for the return of its delegation from India and the

' holding of a Conferenca  and a public mesting in
' Lonéon on the 25tk November, at the Kingsway Hall,

under the ohairmanship of Lord (Mr, Bertrand) Rus-
sell, I am in reoeipt of an announcement of the publio -
meeting held on the 6th instant in the Salle Centrale,
Genova, under the chairmanship of Mrs. E. Pethick-
Lawrenoe: on “India and Peace”, where one of the
speakers announced is Munshi Iswar Saran, who is
also one of the members of the Executive Committea of
the International Committee for Indis. A very inte-
resting lettor addressed to the delegates of the Thir-
teonth Assembly of the League of Nations, and dated
Ootober 2, has baen addressed by a number of mem-
bere of the International Committes, in which atten~ "
tion is drawn to the - need o promole & better rsla-
tionship befwesn the  peoples of Indin and Great -
Britain in the interests of world peace and world,

-unity. The writers conclude : “We are convinced that -

peace can only be traly secured when India is in
oonirol of her own destiny™.
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AR eviews.

ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY.

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND THE
ECONOMIC WORLD TO-DAY. By L. W
WEITE & E. W. SHANAHAN. (Longmans
London. ) 1932. 2lcm. 378 p. 6/—

IT is not an exaggeration to affirm that even to many
of the finished products of our universitiss the
essential feafures and problems of post-war economic
life and the complex working of the modern econo-
miec system furnish perplexing phenomens which
they are unable to correlate satisfactorily with other
characterietic features of the structure of modern so-
ciety. The educational system in vogue, which en-
courages the study of history from one of two extreme
view-points, namely, either a too purely doctrinnaire

insistonce on theory or a too distinctly historical]:
bias is, no doubt, responsible for these glaring and

inexcusable gaps in knowledge. A deplorable result

of such pedantic and lop-sided teaching of history is .

that, while - fremendous trifles }like the chronological
sequence of unrelated svents or the genealogical trees
of royal lines are crammed down .the overloaded
memorijeg of our student population, the true econo-
mic significance of events that form veritable land-
marks of history is sadly neglected in the ordinary

higtory text-books and, as a result, is missed entire- |

1y by the student. The book under review is the
result of the determination on the part' of the joint
authors to correot this distorted mode of presentation
80 far ag English history is concerned ‘and to view
the facts of English history along a true perspective
and, in suoch & manner as to enable high school
sfudents, for whom the book is mainly written, to
obtain a clear grasp of theantecedents and the under-
lying economic principles of social and political
phenomena of the present day, ‘
In this attempt to lay correct stress on the econo-
mio aspect of history and to follow the industrial
evolution of England through the methoda of applied
economics the authors of the book have attained a
commeandable degree of success, The book is divided
into two parts: the first deals with the history of
economic and social ohanges effected in England
from Tudor times down to the present day, and the
second supplements the valuable conclusions arriv-
ed at in the first, by successfully correlating them to
the present-day economic system and the numerous
problems that it bas given birth to. Mr. Whife, who
is the author of the first part, unfolds the panorama
of England's economic development with great un-
derstanding and consummate mastery. The establish-
ment and decline of the meroantile system, the agra-
rian revolution and after, the significant develop-
ments which followed the industrial revelution, the
establishment of free frads, the ocolourful history of
the trade unfon movement from its hesitant and apo-
logetic beginnings to its triumphant emergence as

one of the dominating factors of British -politics—in .
fact, the whole series of transformationsin. the eco-.

nomic life of England from the fifteenth century to the

present day, are presented in the firat part in a series of
vivid tableau soenes which, because of their clear-out

outlines, ate sure to find & secure lodging place in
the memory of even the most casual student. Ins-
tructive though the first part is, the book finds fruition
in its mecond part, in which Dr, Shanahan takes.the
student through the' perplexing maze of the modern
economic gystem and explains its anatomiosl struc-
ture with admirable lucidity in language adapted to
the intellectual lovel of .the average high sohool

ptudent,

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

Though written as a text-book for high
“study, the book, however, furnishes sufﬁcie%t s;ixgg
lum for even advanced students of the collega class
g, Tl_le chaptars on the structure of modern capita
listic industry, the mysteries of high finance, th
.violent oscillations of trede figures, internations,
trade and unemployment are particularly valuabiy
in go far as they take the inquiring student behinc
the scenes and explain, with commendable attentior
to detail, the currents and cross-currents which ar¢
ceaselessly at work in shaping economic evolution
The book closes with s careful study of the more im.
portant current economic and social questions, and
here, an analysis of the present-day conflict berween
labour and capital, rightly monopolises the stage,
The subject is handled with serupulous impartiality
and the reactions of labour and capits! to the move-
ment for the ensurance of greater distributive justice
and social equality are analysed with a meticulous
restraint which frees the book from the charge of
showing bias on what is admittedly a difficult pro-
b‘lem.l:o handle. In this context, the book denls brief-
ly with the infernationsal labour movement sid gives
a clear analysis of the constitution, functions snd re-
cord of achievement of the International Labour
Organisation, Geneva. The book would Prove a

- useful addition to all school and college libraries and

modern economic and labour problems, :
K. E. MATTHEW..

deserves a place on the shelves of eail students of

THE INDIAN CRISIS.

TRUTH ABOUT INDIA: CAN WE GETIT?
By VERRIER ELWIN. ( Allen & Unwin. ) 1932.
105p. 1/ o

THIS is an attempt to enlighten the British public on.

the situation in India by one than whom Mahatma.

Gandhi can boast of fow more devoted admirers, To-

his devotion Father Elwia has also added a firsthand’

knowledge of Indian conditions acquired a&s & result:
of prolonged stay in the country and of personal
study. We do not know that hehas yet formally joined
the Congress; but it is doubtful if the presentation-of -
its case by an avowed Congressman himself would
have very much differed from Father Eiwin's. While -
this would for obvious reasons lessen the value of the -
pamphlet in the eyes of those for whom it is mainly -
intended it is far from saying that the view of the

Indian situation during the last nine months or.so -

whioh is ‘presented in the book by him is untruthhsl

or deliberately misleading. It may perbaps_sirike -
some a8 & bit one-sided ; but how could the author
help it with all his partislity for the Congress qnd

the Mahatma. ? o _ .
Who forced the present conflict? The author's.

answer is, of course, the Government. He seems to..

concede that the period of truce Iast year wae utilised.

. by both the Government and the Congress for con~

solidating their respective forces; but in common
with advanced political opinion he questions the need .
of the U, P., Bongal and N-W, ¥, P. Ordinances
promulgated towards the. end of last year and opines.

‘that the arrest of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and.the,

deportation of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan gave clear.
proofs of the warlike mentality of the Governmens.
towards' 'the' national 'organisation.” The point.
whether when the Mahatma left London last he did,
80 with official assurances that he’would have oppor-
tunities of disoussing the Ordinances with -the autho«
rities in India bas been shrouded in some mysfery.
But so far as the Bengal Ordinance at any rate is
concerned,Father Elwin categorioally states that it
was none other than the Premier himself who had’

| asked him (-the Mahatma ) to place his point of view,



rOOTHBER 20, 1932.1

THE BERVANT OFMINDIA.”

41t

before the ‘Viceroy and to use hig influence to turn .

' the Bangal terrorists from the path of violence. The

unfortunate refusal of Lord Willingdon to see him

and disoups the Ordinance with him was thus the-
immediate eause of the present Indian orisis. Mr,

Brailaford was quite right when he wrote, as he

did at the time, that “ it is fantastioto summon Mr.

Gandhi o London to disouss the rights which Indians

shall enjoy tomorrow and at the same time to refuse

to listen when hs would defend such: rights as they:
ought to enjoy today,” ‘ : Lo

But'we have gone into Father Elwin's narration

of past events at greater length than we had intended, |

The renl question is: what of the future? The way

out of the present impasse is, he suggests, “ to grant

‘Inrdia her claim,” which probably means the Congreas

demand. s solution is doubtless simple; but
the trouble is that Great Britain does not consist

only of Elwiuns. She hag her Churchills and Hoares"
as much as Elwins and unfortunately for this coun-

try it is the former that predominate. And t¢ them

Father Elwin's remedy fs sure to be. unaccep-

table. ~ However that be, there can be no doubt

that Father Elwin has rendered a valuable service as

much to India as to his own countrymen by telling

them something, by means of his pamphlet, about

the diffioulties of the Indian situation, ~ :

In conclusion, the author’s attention may be’
drawn to a slight inaccuraoy occurring in his second
footnote on p. 35. There he describes Sir Abdur
Rahim as a member of the Round Table Conference.
It is well known that Sir Abdur Rahim has not served
on ei'thsr of the two conferences go far held.

D. V. A.

UTION FOR UNEMPLOY- -
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLO | |
" PRE-WAR AND SOVIET Russrﬂ%l;gusm :
‘ M. KINGIBURY & MILORED FAIRCHILD,.. -
SOCIAL ECONOMIC PLANNING IN THE:
“UNION _OF SOVIET -SOCIALIST RE-,
PUBLICS. By V. V. 'OBOLENSKY-OSSINSKY |
& others. (International Industrial Relations :

.~ Assooiation, The Hague, Holland.) 193 .
132, 168p. s ) 1931 Z2om.,

THESE two reports eubmitted to the World éocial?
and Eoonomio Congress held at Amsterdam last year.
deal - with tha_ phenomenal changes that have taken .
place in Ruseia during the last several years ginoe :
thq ﬁ';'e-yaar-plon was put under way in 1028, . -

" . The firsk report is a document of reat interest
30 all those who ara faced in this oouitry with the
problem of unemployment, Statistical $ables and
graphs bring vividly before our mind's aye the
manner-and method by which the problem of un-
employment is being solved in Russia. Inocreased
production and the sbarting of new industries have
played no small part in bringing about the result.
The fact that the number of the unemployed was .
brought down from 1,772,500 in: April 1929, to 633,400
in July : 1930, shows how active and enthusiastic
-the Rugsian Government is in solving the problem of
_ ‘I‘me_mployment. This they have been able to achieve

- with a better development of the activities of the
Comtplssaria.t of Labour and of the Trade Unions in
vetraining and transferring workers to distriots
where iabour shortage ocours.” It ig gratifying to
note kﬁlat ell skilled workmen are now employed and
:hnﬁt : }:d.t_memployad are thoss who are new and

‘With the rednction in the number of the unem.
playad the growth of industrial outpit bas be‘;!rlle:;-
markable as will ba found from a study of the tables
-dn the raport for the pariod under report. T

"RUSSIAN S0L

-

| the 1913 ievel.

r
b

" The - Russian Government 'also "claimg to have

- increaged the productive capacity of the labourer.

‘ They say that the value of output.by a single worker
has'risen ini14¥28-29 by 1387, since 1913, - There has

beerr a rise also in the wages in 1928-29 by 407, above °

These are no mean achievements by

-any means. - In a coantry like Indis whers hundreds

- of thousands of young men swell the ranks of the -

" unemployed, efforts may be mada by the powers that

" be to organise big national enterprises to uitlize the

- country's resources and to develop the existing in~
dustriee that are now in a state of inertia, and thus
slove the problem of unemployment.

‘The second report is a supplement to the first,
How by social and economic painning like the
Soviet five-yent-plan unemployment has boen reduced ;
o an appreciable extent is the theme of this paper. It .
attempts to prove that by collectivization of national
industries values of individual initiative and self-
expression could be preserved. The report further
says that since the experiment hag proved to be

| & phenomenal - success in Russia, the principles

underlying thée Soviet five-year-plan are worthy
of adoption by the whole world. The firsé chapter
in the book deals with the plan ard the principles -
underlying it. The other chapters deal with the
“ plarned economy in operation.” e

" Thesa two reports are obviously propagandist
ones urging on the countries of the world the adoption
of the Russian methods, as the only remedy for the
preservation of peaco and the welfare of humanity.,.

SRV,

PROBLEM OF TRADE DEPRESSION.

| THE DEPRESSION AND THE WAY OUT. By .

- 2lom.83p.%06. ._
MR. HAWTREY is well-known to the students of Cur-

R, G. HAWTREY, (Longm;ms, _andon.-) '1_931. .

{ reiicy. In bir opinion, the monetary theory of trade

depres&ion, though too simple for a situation compli.
cated by many and various economic evils, still offers
an explanation of one important ¢lass of economio -
disorders and indicates the remedy for them. *“1It
does not pretend ™ to atate it in his own words, “that
a community perfectly free from monetary fluctua-.
tions would have no economis disorders at all.”™-
This is his apology for his treatmont of the pre-
sent subject from an isolated point of view. This.
reminds one of the fads that are characteristic . of

'| modern specialists. All maladies are traced by the..

dentist o something wrong with the teeth, by the
optician to something wrong with the eye and so
on. And economic disorders have not escaped
the fads of economic experts. That explains Mr.
Hawtrey’s position. - He is a very zealous advooate
of the monetary theory of trade depression and inva-
riably traces .all economie evils' to monetary digor-
dera. . He recognizes other causes but subordinates,
them to the monetary cause, No wonder then that
his diagnosis is not perfeot and his remedy not infal-
lible. Maldistribution of gold, anarchy in the con-
frol of world's oredit and all monetary froubles ara
pymptoms of a far deep-tooted cause-~viz. maldis-,
tribution of income among individuals, and classes
and nations, This fact isnot fully appreciated by
the author. _ ‘ .
However, the book, 80 far as it goes, makea deli-
ghtful reading and containg a searching enquiry into
how the trouble began and how anarchy in the world's
credit control sinoe the war led to the present depres-
sion. The principles are elucidated olearly. But we
arenaburally more interasted toknow how best we can
get outof the present muddle than how we have got

into it and so the chapter “On the Way Out " will

TR [
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be read with great interest, * It is quite clear,” says
the writer “ that the only satisfactory way of escape
from the , frade ‘depression is by fhe. restoring of the
normal process by which the banks lend and generate
incomes and demand.” This remedy.is far too simple
for the situation., - Mr. Hawtrey attempts to meet the
objections that are raised against the solution but
with little success. Ho treats the central banks as

dole distributing centres and sometimes ss the insti-

tutions which can endlessly create weaith,  The crea-
tion of mew money by purchase of securities, as
desired by Mr. Hawtrey, is not equal to the creation
of wealth and will not necessarily lead to the oreatiom

of wealth and stimulate demand, He recognizes this |

and prefaces his prescription with a big *if.* “If the
measures,” says he, “for expanding credit are effective
that by iteelf will create demand, raise prices and

improve the poeition of all debtors,” The position

of the debtors may improve but that of the creditors

will decline,” This will only make the remiedy worse

than the disease,

Then he examines the obstacles to measures of

credit expansion. ' “ Any one country which starts
expanding credit, if it succeeds in inducing a revival
in itsown business conditions; .finds itself losing
gold. If all countries are equally afraid of losing

gold all will be afraid to begin.” He blames. Ame- ;

rica for losing the first opportunity in 1928-29 and
England for not playing a decisive part in averting
the depression and for shirking the responsibility as
the centre of world's credit. One asks: is it the fear
of losing gold or the fear of losing employmentt. e.,
creating more unemployment that offers s serious
obstacle to oredit expansion by-individual States
in the absence of internationalunderstanding? Nations
of the world have been acting since the war as if they
are still inthe medisval mercantile stage of economic
evolation. They heve failed to reccgnize that gold
is not wealth, that creation of credit is not production,
that the economic order to-day pregemts a greater
solidarity of intersst and calls forth far higher co-
operation and interdependence of individuals, classes
and nations than ever before and that one cannot
continue to be prosperous while another is sinking
into misery and poverty. The economic war which
nationg of to-day are unconscicusly engaged in and
consciously preparing for in the name of safegaurd-
ing their own interests undermines the economic
order based on universal solidarity and brings about
economic and political deadiotks. What is wanted
is not merely ‘ooncerted action by ceniral
banks to expand eredit which the author prescribes
but much more. ‘What is needed is the concerted
action of all nations of the world snd of all classes
in the nation realizing that the security of one lies in
the equal prosperity of others.

K. 8. VENKATRAMAN,

HINDUS IN GUJARAT.

HINDU FAMILIES IN GUJARAT. BEING AN
ACCOUNT OF THEIR DOMESTIC, SOCIAL
AND ECONOMIC LIFE. BY GOVINDBHAI H.
DEBAL { The Bareda State Press, Baroda.) 1933,
20cm. 472p. Re. 1/13,

As mentioned in the preface, the book is on western
models, This socioclogical study hasits own signi-
fioance and uge. Ths author, though a native of the
province, has done his work in an impartial way and
iz outright in his oriticism of superstitious beliefs
and ignorant and uneconomio habits of his own
people. But this s no mere biting sarcasm but sympa-
thetic and 'oonatr}wtive survey. ‘Gujsrati society is’

- where superstitious tradifion

changing fast, and many old-worn traditions are
giving place to rational and acientific mnotions of
life. The education of women,the ralsing of the age
of marriage, the attempts at economies in expenditure
on social functions and others, are approvingly noted
by the author, The swadeshi, the anti-untouchability
and prohibition movements have brought on the
province & new outlook and enthusiasm., The
religious creeds and their philosophiea and observ-

- ances are detailed, but as elsewhere, it is the external

formalities of religion that count with the vast masses
~in Gujarat, Baroda, a progressive State, is in Gujarat-
and it is far ahead of British India in many respects.
In the last chapter on some economic probleme, the
suthor emphasises the need for vigorous and sincere
- rural reconmstruction work of the type undertaken
by Messrs. Amritlal Thakker and Motibhai Amin to-
better the lot, of the rural population, who are in
8 majority in that province. Ignoranoe, illitersocy,.
tineconomic’ social oustoms, inefficient cattle, lack
of subsidiary.industries, lack of sufficient short and
long term oredits and want of marketing faoilities,.
fragmentation of holdings and old methods of culti-
vation are some of the problems which need solution
for the betterment of rural Gujarat and its population.
Hindu life.in Gujarat is not very different from
that in ‘other provinces, The Jain element is no-
doubt preponderatingly large in Gujarat and has
served to meke the Hindu population more humanita-
rian and vegetarian than elsewhere. But as else-
is the source of
authority for the majority of people.

N. 8 8

Indian Finance. Year-Book, 1932.1
A éoﬁplﬁte, compreh?risive and compact %i
book of reference on India’s Trade, :
Finance, Industry and Economy. '

& . B ‘l'

The Year-Book is replete with suthoritative
articles and carefully-compiled statistioal tables on |'
{ all apects of economic activity—Budgets of the |,
iCentral, Government, the Reilways and the
| Provinoial Governments ; Currency and Monetary {-
Seotion; Banking Section; Insurance Section ; [
 Transport Seotion, including Railways, Shipping, .
{ Motor Transport and Inland Waterways; ;Public !
Utilities Section, including Light Railways, City 3
Electrio Supply and. Hydro-electic Development ; --
Agrioultural Statistice; Industries Seotion, com- !
prising & dozen principal industries. 1
i No college or public library could afford to be i
1 without the Year-Book. The Book is

invaluable to members of legislature
and to students of public affairs.

Half rate to l ;
bona fide students, I
25D, SWALLOW LANE, ;

—— y p— 3 ¢

| Price Rupees Five

Managing Editor :

|
i per copy.
|
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