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‘The Punjab Situation.

THE gravity of the communal situation in the
Punjab has been causing great concern. The immi-
nence of the communal award and rumours of its
ocharaoter bave roused public suspicions and appre-
hensions, The thrse communities in the Punjab, the
Muslims, the Hindus and the Sikha, are being excited
to fever pitoh and publio peace is in danger. The
gravity of the situation can be realised by the peru-
sal of the appesl issued by the Unity League, Lahors,
of which Mr, Hardatta Sharma, of the Servants of
India Soociety, Lahore, is the Seoretary. The appeal
has been signed by some of the most influential
leaders in the Punjab, both Hindu and Muslim. The
appenl ominously states that * religious feelings are
being exploited for earthly gains. Ard we belisve
weo are not slone in thinking that the situation is
developing into a serious menace to peaceful living
in the province.” The signatories have gone so far
as to msk the Government to prohibit public meetinga
ocalled to consider the communal questlon and all
communal demonstrationa, The Government should
not allow, they urge, their avowed policy of religious
neutrality to deter them from ensuring that places of
religious worship and religious ceremonies were no
longer used for political purposes, Wa hope the con-
fabulations that are now proceeding in Simla
between the Government of India and the Governor
of the Punjab inciude the devising of sieps to be
taken to ensure a dispassionate consideration of the
communsal award, when it is announced, '

.. One of the most painful features of the political
situation in Indis today is the habit of hurling
challenges and threatening uncompromising resis-
tange to the bitter end by communrities who“ eannot

 have it all their own way. Every section which

thinks it has a grievance straigbtaway proceeda to
give an ultimatum. The threat of “Civil War” is
freoly indulged in. There is not much evidence of
the will to persuade others of a different thought and
to reconcile the divergent demands. There is no reali-
sation that a section can obtain its wish only with
the consent of the cther sections; that it is nof enough
to formulate domands and believe in their justice,
but it is necessary to oonvince others of that justice.
and to see that the claims are mulually oompatible. .

.Thig unhealtby habit is due to the- fact that
decisions in India do not todsy depend om publie
opinion. The peaple of India do not - decide political
issues and are not obliged to find solutions to the
proeblems that they raise. The decisions rest with a-
foreign Government not responsible to the people of
India. If they rested with the people, it is quite.
on the carpet that gectionalists would not have been
so obstinate and petulant, nor so irreconcilable as.
they are today. :
* &* *

Deportations and Emigration.

THE return to India, on account of unemploy-
ment and poverty, of thousands of Indians from
Malays and some from South Aftica will add to the
magnitude and difficulty of the unemployment pro-
blem in India itself. It is & melancholy conso-,
1ation that the assisted emigrants from -South Afriecs
get & bonus of £20 per adult and £10 per minor
ohild from the South African Government. Those
roturning from Malaya get no such bonus which
might enabls them, however inadequately, to establish
themselves in India. Of course, the assisted emigra-
tion from South Africa and ‘the repatriation from
Malaya, are not on all fours. But the main underly-
ing cause is very much the same In both cases:
poverty and unemployment.

The unemployment of Indiansin Malsya is not
tainted wiih or sggravated by racial prejudice. In
South Afriea it is. But, according to the Canadian
Forum of July last, this type of diserimination
against foreigners is prevalent in Canada alzo and
Britishers are not exempt from it! I appears that
in the decades before the War Canada enocouraged.
inmigration from all countries of Europe, The native-
born Canadian preferred to belong tothe* white collar™
olass and rough and unskilled work he relegated to
the foreigner. Those were expansive days when there
was plenty of work : skilled work for the Canadian
and unskilled for the foreigner. But hard times
have set in'since, and the Canadian had to come down
to unskilled work and thersupon began to resent
the presence of the foreigner as an unfair competitor.
The latter was thrown out of work and finally,
deported! Tt appears that betweon 1903 and 1928 as
many a8 27,660 were deported from Canada, of whom
9,078 or more than a third, wera deported because, on
account of poverty and unemployment, they became .
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a public charge. Amodg the deportees, as many as
14,700 were British. The Canadian Forum eays that
“ i§ is clear that more stress is placed wapon economic
considerations than upon ethnic origins, as the majo-
rity of our discards have been of Brithish stock. It
is equally plain that the most serious crime that an
immigrant can commit is the negative one of failing
to “make good’, as nearly two-fifths of the cases
were those of people who had become & public
charge, " '

To deport immigrants because of unempoloyment
and poverty is indeed very unfair, particularly so in
Canada which admits immigrants only from ecer-
tain favoured classes and after careful examination,
The Canadian Forum is perfectly right in maintain-
ing that “ after examining, questioning, and finally

admitting a foreigner, on the sssumption that he

meetg all our requirements, there is certainly an obli-
gation on our part to accept him es a potentisl oitizem,
and he should not be subject to diserimination on
acoount of foreign birth.” If this ghould be so with
the immigrants in Canads, the right of Indians in
South Afriea to be treated as South African nationals
and to share the economioc opportunities and services
equally with the other communities, inciuding the
whites, is infinitely stronger. The deportation or
aggisted emigration of the poor and unemployed,

particularly after exploiting their services to the

full, is, to say the lesst, inhuman.
* »* *

Foreign Contacts,

FROM a brief summary of the recommendstions
of the General Purposes Sub-Committee which has
appeared in the prese—we must await the full text of
the Report for fuller consideration—it appears that
the Commitiee was of opinion thatf, as the foreign
policy of the Government of India was conirolled by
the British Foreign Office and that in the Near East
the Imperial interests of Great Braitan were far larger
and more valuable than either the political or trade
interests of India, and inasmuch as the Dominions
did not contribute towards the maintenance of the
Britain's diplomatioc and conpular services, there was
a clear case for relieving India of the charges that she
to-day bore in that respect. There can be no doubt
that in the past there was hardly any justification
for . debiting to India the diplomatic and consular
charges with respect to Persia, Arabia and the Persian
Gulf, The Government of India themselves had seri-
ous doubta in the matter. These doubts were shared by
the Incheape Committee on Retrenchment in 1923,
The Retrenchment Committee appointed in 1931
by the Secretary of State and presided over by Sir
Henry Wheeler, saw no justifioation for the arnual
contribution of £12,000 from Indian reventes to-
wards the cost of British diplomatic and consular
establishements in China.

All this refers to the past. But what of the
future? In a sense, the present financial position
leaves no room for choice, except to retrench these
liabilities. Nevertheless, it is worth while to pause
and consider whether India should continue to bear
these charges and only insist that the control over
these diplomatic and consular services should be
rransforred to India, and the personnel of the services
should at once bs Indinnised. We do not overloock
the prospect that even under the oontemplated re-
forms it is very likely that for some years fo come
the Foreign Department will be under the control of
the Viceroy, as distinet from the Goverpment of
India, and that to that extent the control will con-
tinue to vest in the British Foreign Office. But that
is admittedly a transitional measure. Ultimastely,
perhaps sooner than later, the control is bound to be
transferred to the Government of India. In the mean-

[ AvgusT-11, 1932, -
while, if the personnel is Indian.sed at once, Indis
sl_lsll haye by the time she gets full control over for-:
eign polioy a band of administrators with experienc
of foreign countries and traditions of diplomatio’
service, '

Of course, it is open to India now to shake off the
financial burden and later, when sheattaints Swaraj,.
to establish political snd consular relations with
foreign countries and constitute an Indian diploma-’
tic and consular service. But it is easier to take
over an existing organisation than to create s new
one later, Secondly, even from now Indis shall ba
developing & wider outlook and interest, the value of
which caunot be over-sstimated. In Eagland, for
Ingtance, there is hardly a question concering any
country inthe world but there are people who have
had personal and administrative experience of that
country and that question, and whoare in a position to
guide public opinion, But India is woefully poor
in this respect. It would, on the whole, be the wiser
policy to retain whatever contacts India has already
made, Indianise-the personnel and extend the field of
such contacts a8 opportunities arise, Only, India
must decline to pay the piper if England is to call
the tuna, . . ‘

# » *
Madras Convocations.

¢

THE Madras University held two Convoeations
on consecutive days last. week. The first was a speci-
al one at which Honorary Doctorate degrees were
conferred on twelve distinguished personages, and
among them the Ri. Hon. V, 8. Srinivasa Sastri and -
Sir P. 8. Sivaswami Aiysr, both eminent leaders of
the Liberal schaal of political thought in India. Ing
honouring them with the degree of Doctor of Laws,
the Univerzity has honoured itself. _ )

The second Convocation wae the usual annuai
function at which degrees were conferred on the
graduates of the year., The Convooation Address
was delivered appropristely by the Minister of Hdu~:
cation, the Hon. Dewan Bahadur Kumaraswami
Reddiar. In the course of it, he put in a strong ples
for the vernacularisation of teaching in all its stages,
inelnding the University stage. He defended the
plea, not so much on the ground of linguistic patris
otism, buf oh groands of educational economy, and
a fuller end clesrer comprehension of the subjects
taught. He, at the same time, laid special emphasis
on the value of English and desired that it should:
be compulsorily taught fron a certain stage onwards. -

There i85 much to be said for this plea in the,
abstract. From the practical point of view the fact
seems to be that, while many will prescribe verna-
culsr éducation for others, few will have it for
themselves. 'The Andhra University Act, tha Dawan
Bahadur gquoted with approval, made statutory pro-
vision for the uss of the Telugu language as the
medium of instruction, but the use was to be an ulfs-
mate object, though the University has a singlé
linguistio ares. Similiacly, the Mysore University
may be said to command s single linguistic ares, but
it has yet to make Kannada the medium of instruction
in all stages. However seemingly unpatriotic the
policies of these Universities, there is sound instinct
in them. Itis yet too soon to abandon English as
the medium of instruction. The Dewan Bahadur
was right in his estimate of :the Znglish language
when he said — ‘ .

“It has at the same time toberemembered that English _
is the established lingka franca of the civilissd world. It
‘s the language of Governmont inour country, and o!’
;:dia.n and Imperial politios, It has, again, to be grata-
folly remembered that modern Indian Nationaliem ix the'
outooms of the study of the English langnage and litera~
ture, snd that the Eioglish tongue is the key wish whiok
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! « we bave oniocked the treasureshonse of modern solenos

. . and Egropesn thought. “It is mnthiokabls, shersfors,
that we could, for a long time yoi, Kive up the study of
the English langusge and liserature and face the imo-
verishment which would result from tha folly of such
rejection.” _ ' '

*  PBorslong time yet English has to play an

Jmportant part in the rensissance of India, and the

effort to elbow it out of its first place and relegate

it to a secondary one, is a disservice to India,
: » » -

_ﬁeng'al for Joint Electorates.

.. THE Bengsl Legislative Council set up a record
when it passed by 47 votes to 32 s resolufion in
favour of joint electorates, The proposition was
moved by a Muslim member, Mr. Abdus Samad, and
‘it was seconded by another Muslim, Another Mus-
.Jim moved an ameadment that joint elsotorate should
ba accompanied by wuniversal suffrage and that no
gpecial congtituencies, like those for landlords, labour,
ete, should be retained. The amendment was, however,
lost. The proposition as it was finally passed ran as
follows: “The Government be pleased to inform
the authorities concerned that, in the opinion of the
Council, in the future conastitution of the couniry
separate electorates should be replaced by a system
‘of joint electorates.”” The Muselim mover of the pro-
position argued at length that under a system of
.separate electorates the Muslima in Bengal had
.suffered rather then gained and thag it did not afford
them the protection that it was expected to give.. He
further contended, and rightly, that separate electora-
tes were anti-national and incompatible with

responsible government and challenged the Muslim .

geparatists to declere openly that they did not care
for responsible government, -
-4 The attitude of non-official Europeans and th
.Government was, as was only to be expected, very
disappointing. Speaking on behalf of the Govern-
‘ment, Mr, R. N. Reid, the Home Member, defended
meparate clectorates for practioal rensons, The Govern-
.ment members however did not vote. The Euro-
pean members put up a strong plea for separate
electorates. Without them, minorities had no chance
of representation. The Hindus, though a minority,
*wers prepared to go without representation rather
than make sure of it by separate electorates, Speak-
ing for the small minority of Indian Christiane, Rev.
B. A. Nag would have none of separate electorates
even if it meant their political extinction
~ 1 The Musjims were divided over it. Of the twenty-
« aight members, eight voted for the proposition and
dwenty agsinst. It oannot be clnimed, therefore, that
. the bulk of Muslim opinion in the Council had veered
_round, It must, however, be remembered that the Mue-
Jim merbers had thempelves been elected on nseparate
register and are the creatures of separate eiectorates.
-dAnd if the prognostications of the Premfer's commu-
nal award are right, separate electorates will
oontinue, It required more than average courage and
strong conviction on the part of the eight Muslims,
elected on a communal eleotorate and having to
. submik to it again, to plump for joint electorates,
» - -+

New Provinces,

THBE orese to carve out just at this time now
provinces on a linguistio or a commual basis is wholly
deplorable. The political problem is sufficiently
oomplioated without it. They are mot¢ meking the

. problem essier who iu.sist on new provinces being
formed just now, The Bengal Legislativa Counecil
" debated last week a resolution whioh had for its object

*the readjustment of provincial houndaries in orderto.

bring under one and the same provincial administra-
tion ell the Bengalee-speaking people, The resolution
wae lost by 60 to 41 votes, The only result of the
debate wag the intensification of the communal
suspioions: the Moslems and the Europeans were
accused of having eombined to defeat a Hinda
manonevre to reduce the Moslem majority in the
Bengsal of to-day. '

About the same time the Madras Legislative
Council debated, at the instance, in this case, of the
Governmenf, the Orissa Report. The QGovernmsent
Member justified the debate on the ground that the
formation of the Orissa Province would affect the
strongth and distribution of the ssats in the Madras
Legislative Council, and these mattora must be decided
before the new provincial constitution could ba de-
fined. He recalled to the Council that, according
to the recommendations of the Orissa QCommittes,
Madras would have o contribute half the area and &
quarter of the popuilation of the new Province,
which, on the most economic basis, would still be
faced with a deficit, in time, of Ra. 41 lakhs, to be
made good not by additional taxation but by sub-
ventions from the Central Government. An amend-
ment moved by the Raja of Bobbili to the effect shat
not all the arearecommended by the Orissa Committee
should be transferred to.the new province and that
no subvention shonld be given to it when formed, was
oarried. The unet result again is the intensification
of the bitterness that Oriyas feel against the Andhras,

Speaking in the Bengsl Legislative Council, Mr.
N. K. Basu defended the redistribuiion of provinces
at this junciure on the ground that, once the provinces
became sutonomous units of a federation, it would be
jmpossible to raise the question of their delimitation.
This difficulty can be exaggerated. It is generally
agreed that the present delimitation of provinces was
a result of -haphazard growth, and that some day i
should be looked inta, A provision may be inserted
in the Constitution empowering the Central Govern-
ment before the transitional period ia over to appoint
a Delimitation Commission to review the guestiom.
When once the big constitutional problem of the
transfer of power from London to Delhi is achiaved,
all other questions have a chance of baing considered
more on their merits and in s comparatively more
peaceful and amicable atmpsphera than to-day. It is
unwise to change horaes in mid-stream.

* * *

India’s Share in Cancellation of War Debt.

IN continuation of the paragraph on this subject
contributed to our last week’s issue, the writer aays
This week's mail has brought to us Hansard which
oontains references to the partioipation by all members
©of the British Empira in the general cancellation of
war debts when it is secured as a result of the
ratification of the Act of Lausanne by the Enropean
Powars and of the remission by the U, 5, of the debt
owing to it by these Powers. Mr, Winston Churohill,
speaking en the Appropriation Bill on 1lth July,
acked : * What is the position of the War Debts,
nearly £114,000,000, owed to us by the Dominions ? ™
“ Surely, you are not going,™ ha said, * to wipe the
glate of friends and allies and foes alike compietely,
and at the same time exact payment from your
valient and beloved children?: I ie impossible,
absolutely impossible, I had always contemplated
that some day that would be dealt with™ The
gpecific question msked by Mr. Churchill was not
answered by the Chanocellor of the Exchequer, but
there is no doubt whaiever that when time comes for
taking action on the propoesl for the cancelling ot
debts all the Dominions and India will be allowsd

" 4o share in it,
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The following day another member, Mr. Grenfell,
drew attention to the larger question of the crughing
burden of the national debt which the Dominions
and Indis owed to Great Britain. If it was England's
duty to afford relief to Germany, it was still more her
duty to give relief to her own Colonies. Such was
Mr. Gronfell's argument. He showed that Australia,
with a population of only 6 million, had a national
debt of £1,100,000,000. He said:"“Tomeet the inter-
est on that debt Australia has to find year by year
a total of £57,500,000, of which £32,000,000 come to
this country. ... Austrslia has to find £32 million
a year interest to this country under exceptional diffi-
culties, becanse Australia produces primary products
which have one by one fallen to less than half the va-
1ue at which they atood only two years ago. Australia
has to pay for interest and repayment of the debt to
this country twice as much in wheat, in oats, in sugar,
-and inall the commodities that she produces compared
with what she formerly paid. When we come
to Canada, South Africa and India we find the same
state of things—an enormous fall in the wvalue of
primary products and huge burdens of debt which
are maintained not at their past level, but are incre-
asing day by day in their incidence, ...”

This, of course, is a more difficult question, on
which the Government view was not expressed. But
it seems clear thst whafever relief may be forta-
coming for the British Dominions s¢ a whole on
account of the exceptional circumstances through
which they are passing will be participated in by
India as well.

* * *

lmjian Finance Year-Book, 1932,

THE country is indebted to the enterprise of the
Editer and Manager of Indian Finance of Calcutta
for the issue of this highly interesting and useful
publication, Thie is the first annual of its kind
giving asynopsis of available statistics, based on
official infornation, relating to all the various as-
pects of the economie position of the country : central
and provineial budgets, railway budget, currency and
trade, banking and issuranoce, agriculture and trans-
port, and all the important industries. Special arficles
have been contributed by several competent writers
like Mr, Taylor, the Controller of the Currency,
Mr. P. R. Rau, the Financial Commissioner of
Railways, Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharya, the Vice-Pre-
gident of the Imperial Council of Agriculiural
Research, and several others, &Il of which, as need
hardly be said, are of very great interest and value.
But the publication will be prized by the reader,
above all, for the statistical tables it contains and
the other ‘information it gives, which otherwise for
most readers is buried in volumes which are neither
too readily accessible nor too inviting for them. To
al]l students of economics and finance this Year-
Book is invaluable. The printing and the general
get-up of the publication cannot be easily improved
upon. Its price is Rs 5 and can be had at 25 D,
Swallow Lane, Caloutts.

grtizlzs.

THE AWARD AND THE PROCEDURE,

T has been announced that the long-expected
Communal Award will be issued on the 17th inst.

A forecnst of it has been issued, surprisingly
enough, by the Reforms Department of the United
Provinces Government from Allshabad. It sppears
that the Award not only sanotions communal electo-

8
ates but justifies them, India, it tells us, is a vasf
country and her inhabitants differ greatly in race, re«
ligion, caste, creed and culture, and, therefore, for the
protection of the minorities under a aystem of res-
pongible and democratic government, communal ele
ctorates area baolutely essential, If this be the thesis;

‘it is an untenable and mischievous plea. Responsible

and democratic government and separate electorate
are mutually contradictory ; the latter cannot possibly
be essential for the former, Even the most fanatic

defender of separate electorates has not postulated il

but freely recognised that such a system took awayp

from and vitiated demoerscy. The utmost that be
claimed was that in the present circumstances of India
it was a necessary evil, to be gobt rid of as soon am
possible.  Moreover, separate electorates -havé
not been demanded by Hindus where they are
in a minority, by the Sikhs, the Indian Christians,
who are everywhere & minority. The women of
India have resented it. The Deapressed Classes
were till a yearago in favour of common electorates
and even now they are divided :over it, and there is
reason to believe that the bulk of the better informed
opinion among them favours common electorates,
Even the Muslims are not united over their demand:
for communal electorates, Tke Nationalist Muslims
oppose it, and recently the Bengal Legisiative Cous
neil, on the initiative of & Muslim member, turned
down separate electorates and plumped for commond
rolls. The only community which can be said to bé
solidly in favour of geparatism ia the European and
with it, the Anglo-Indian,community. It is an irony
of fate that Britishers, whose proud hoast was that
separate eleotorates went against the grain of their
political inheritance and faith,should be its most un-
ashamed defonders and propagstors in India. More-
over, the very fact that the peoples of India are
divided by race, religion, ete, is the best argument in
favour of common electorates as the most powerful
instrument of political unity. All things considereds
the case for separate electorates is not so imperative
and irresistible as it is sometimes made ou, 1

'We can understand the Government, in order td
escape an embarrassing situation-which is mostly of
their own oreation, falling back on the sfatus quo
ante, and regretfully tolerating an admitted evil,
hoping that it will be only temporary. If separate
electorates are to ba retained, wehope that the statute
will not compel a voter to go on & communal roll
bacause of his religion. Every voter should be left
free to choose betweenthe common and the communal
roll, so that in course of time the common rell will
gwell and the communal dwindle in numbers. It will
be s wicked policy to compel & nationalist .Muslim,
for instauce, to go on a communal roll against -his
wish. The better course is to put everybody ‘on the
common roll unless he chooses to the contrary.

The foreoast does not tell if the Award proposes
statutory communal majorities in the Punjab and
Bengal for Muslims. Wehope it does not. England
could do no greater harm and-damage to India
than to foist them on’ her, We appeal to the best
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and highest political Instincts and traditions of

England to save us flfom that unredeemable oalgmil:y. :

) » L

. We desire to draw special attention o the
Manifesto, published elsewhere, signed by soma of
the most eminent and iufluential publicists in India,
gome of whom wers members of the Round Table
Conferencs. It brings ozt in a terse and sucecinet
manner the two principal objections to the Hoare
plan, the removal of which is 8 oondition precedent
to the restoration of co-operation by those who have
now withdrawa it, We appreoiate and reciprocate to
the full the anxious desire for rapprochement
axpressed by the eminent British friends of India
who have recently addressed letters to Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru and Mesprs, Jayakar and Joshi, If
is hardly necessary for our British friends to. perauade
the Indian co-operdtors fo restore their co-operation.
They attended the first Round Table Conference in
spite of the Congress and notwithstanding the absence
of Mahatma Gandhi, They have nat gone back on
their offoy of co-operation. It was Sir Samuel Hoare
who spurned it and rejected it and made it impossi-
ble, The British friends referred to above contend
that Sir Samuel Hoare was misunderstood and plead
that the decision was not that of 3ir Samuel Hoara
alone but of the Government as & whole and that
Lord Trwin had endorsed the bona fides of the
Government. They themaelves do not believe that
the Hoare plan meant a change of policy on the part

of .His Majesty’s Government. We had charitably .

aasumed that the decision was Sir Samuel Hoare'’s, and
that the Premier was too preoccupied with Lausanne
and Mr. Baldwin with Ottawa to realise the full
significance of what Sir Samuel Hoare was doing
and that the latter had in the meanwhile run
awsy with it, as it were. If the decision was shared
by the Government as a whole, it ia so much the
worse,

" +With all respect to Lord Irwin and the British
friends, we are unable to accept the view that the
Hoare plan meant no .change of policy. Even if
thera werg no such intention, the manner in which the
decisfon was made and the oredentiale of the person
who made it were certainly not reassuring. But the
intention is not above doubt, The latest inspired
‘message in the London “Times” still apeaks of “con-
suitation™ with Indians and not of agreements to be
reached at a Conference.

i*  Beveral Britishers and, among them, the Governor
of Madras, have made out that the sole objective
.of the Government in adopting the Hoare plan was
speed and, in their desirs for the restoration of co-opera-
tion, wish to find & means which would reconcile
the Government desire for speed with the Indian
desire for “consultation”, as if there was an antithesis
between the two positions, It is sbaolutely . incorrect
aud unfair to say that Indiens are not as keen as
the Government for spsed: as a matter of fact,
they are more keen than the Government on speed,
Only, In their opinion, the Conference plan is not
fnconsistent with speed, . ‘ R

However, it is not our desire to nurse a grievance,
It is enough that the British friends and the British
Cabinet have realised that the Hoare plan is unscoept.:
able to the Indian co-operators and that there are si gue
that efforts are being made to restore the Conference
method. The Indian co-operators have been invited
again to suggest 4 method acceptable to them. As the
“Times of India” maid a oouple of days ago, the
demand of the co-opsrators is well-known to the.
Government and the public. It is clearly stated in.
the Manifesto. We simply ask for the restorstion of
the Conference method of Equality and Agreement.

~ FIRST STEP IN DISARMAMENT.

T HE resolution adopted by the General Commia-"
sion of the Disarmament Conference before it:

adjourned for the summer recess marks the end

of the first stage of this Conference, The results of
even “the first phase” are none too impressive. The
reason for this moeagre achievemeant is no doubt to ba
sought in the faot that all agreements must be una~
nimous or practically unanimous. The pace of the
Conference is therefore dstarmined not by the most
but the least progressive nations. Asthe U, 8. dele-
gate, Mr, Hugh Gibson, said, “All recognised that
the principle of unanimity in international gatherings
was the bulwark of national independencs, and
therefors when an agreement was reached it represent-
ed not the point to which daring leaders had attained,,
nor even the position ccoupied by perhaps s preat
majority of States, but rather that point whioh the.
last straggler seoking the same goal had passed,
Therefore the resolution meant that the opinion of the
nations was much farther towards the goal than was
thought, and as the bulk of public opinion was in,
favour of going farther the Commission would be
assured that the moderate accomplishment now
recorded would serve .merely as a base for further
forward movement. ¥ ' My, Gibson further said : “The
U, 8. delegation might, in view of the support which
had been given to the President’s plan, have
summoned the Conference to accept or rejact it in its
entirety. This would undoubtedly show an impressive
body of opinion in favour of acceptance, but it must
be remembered that no Siate was bound by a majority
vote and therefore suoh procedure would bring the
world no nearer to the realisation of the U. 8. plan.”
As it is, the resclution passed by the Conference’s’
General Commission does no more than declare a
“first prinoiplae”, the principle of qualitative disarma-
ment, As M. Benes said in moving the resolution,
“For the moment the resolution dealt with air arma-
ments, heavy naval and land artillery and tanks. It
also proposed to banish certain barbarous forma of
warfare such as aerial bombardment agd- chemical,
bacteriological and inocsndiary weapons, Its first
object was to protect the civilian populatiqn and the
treasures of civilization, its next to show thet the'
community of nations condemned barbarous means
of warfare unworthy of civilised beings, its final to
lay down an important principle for the future, This
principle was that the progresa of science and techni~’
oal knowledge in fiolde where these might be abuged
with the object of committing mcts of aggression’
should not be lost aight of,” This deaocribes in very
simple language the modest aims of the resclution
that haa been passed, The quantitative limitation.
and reduotion of arms has been postponed for a future
oooasion. .
What part did England play in this Confersnice »
Did sbe urge the Conference on, or wasshe one of
the stragglers referred to by Mr, Gibson? Her own:
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propossls cléarly fell short of the  Hoovar proposals.
Take the case of air' borabardment. . M». Hoover
proposed the abolition of all bombing planes and the
total prohibition of all bombardment from the
air. England, however, while agresing to prohibit
aerial bombing within certain limits, insisted that
outside those limits she must havethe right to earry
out bombardments, Naturally therefore she could
not agree to the Hoover proposal for “the total aboli-
tion of all bombing planes; she must retain some. The
resson for this reservation was : “Her colonial possess-
ions are widely scattered and, since the was, her
responsibilities have been incramsed by her various
mandates from the Lesgue of Nations. More than
any other Power, she relies upon aireraft to discha-
rge mandatory duties and to police and control un-
-developed regions,” Similarly “the abolition of all
tanks” which was proposed by Mr. Hoover was
not agreed to hy her without & very serious qusli-
fication, She agreed to abolish tanks above 20 tons
in" weight., Her apologia was: *Tanks of the
lighter type cannot be regarded as specifically
offensive weapons, Their comparatively light armoutr
and their reduced capacity for crossing trenohes render
them unsuitable for the sssault of highly organised
defences.” This was said in the teeth of the opinion
expressed by the Conference’s Committee of Ex-
perts to the following effect:—"“Even light tanks can
generally cross trenchese and make breaches in
the usual wire entanglements of the battlefield. 1t
is asserted that very light tanks (7 tons ) have been
capable of eoffective action against strongly orga-
nised battlefields.” Lord Stanhope, the British de- .
legate on the Land Commission, said at s meeting
of this Commission on 1st June, ‘The British de-
legation, contarry to the opinion of the Experts, con-
gidered that only hesvy tanks could ecross intack
trenches without artillery preparation in such a
way as to deliver an unforesesn blow at the enemy.
His delegation further was of opinion that no type
of tanks constituted, properly speaking, a mensace
to the civil population. He was of opinion that
armies should be suthorised to keep tanks of less
than 25 tons to enable them to effect economies in
men and money in policing their territories, particul-
arly in the colonies.,” This view has been faith.
fully represented in the statement of His Majesty's
Government, which said: “ Moregver, in & small
voluntarily enlisted army like our own, they (light
tanks ) constitute an esgential compensation for lack
of numbers which it would be impossible to surrender,
Ag far as this countray is concerened, in view of its
world-wide responsibilities, any general prohibition.
would require an increase in our present iand forces
in terms of man-power, and thus, as a measure of
disarmament, would tend to defeat its own ‘ends,™’
All this is special pleading. To paraphrase it in plain
English, it means, in the words of the Economist,
‘“We want bombing planes to terrorise the Pathans on:
the N. W, frontier of India, the Kurds on tha N, W.~
frontier of Iraq, and light tanks to overawe certain
large gopulations under the British Raj or British
ascendancy—porhaps in Indis, perhaps in Egypt, or
perhaps in Cyprus or in Palestine—who might be in-
clined to kick against the pricks of British bayonets
but who are expected to think twice about it if they

arreu:onfronted with a nineteen and three-quaxter ton -
ta 'll .

In the realm of naval disarmament the British
QGovernment's reasoning was partionlarly disingenu-
ous. Mr.Hoover proposed, in the matter of capital |
ships, that the number and tonnage sllowed under’
the London Treaty of 1930 be immediately reduced by '
one-third. Great Britain was unwilling to reduce the .
number of these ships ; she would rather reduce their
size—when time comes for their replacement, i- e, '

wfter 1937, and if, as iz proposed, the age limit of
‘capital ships is Jengthened from 20 to 26 years, the
time for laying down new battleships and therefore
for constructing smaller ships will not arise till after
1943. The British Government maintains that at
that time a reduction of 195,000 tons would result if
its proposals are accepted instead of the reduction
of 175,000 tons that will eventuate from the Hoover °
proposal. This looks very plausible, but who will
not prefer immediate scrapping of a little less tonnage
foa elightly larger reduction five or eleven years
hence ? If the British Government were zo anxious
tooutbid Mr. Hoover, why did it not propose reduction
of the siza of battleships 88 an additionsl mesasura
instead of as an alternative one? [n the matter of
cruisers, too, the British (Government could not see ita
way to reduce their number but only their size. And
this proposal ebout the reduction of thesize of eruis
sers was made with the full knowledge that the cir.
cumstances of the U, 8, A, required it ‘to employ big
eruisers with a largs ciuising radius, just as Great
Britain’s maritime geography required a Iarge number
of small escort cruisers, “since such vessels are best .
fitted for the needs of 4 scabtered empire, with numer-
ous naval bases dotted all over the seven secas.”
‘Some - gpecial corcession may perhaps have to be
made for the spacial needs of the British Empire, but
for the British Government to show its devotion to
the cause of disarmament by s proposal for the re-
duction of - the size of oruisers is not to help but
hamper the success of the Conference. Tha British
Government was quite willing, however, to restrict, and
even to sbolish, the use of submarines (whioh it does
not want) and therefore, of destroyers. Itis very
radical where its own interests are not involved, and
extremely conservative where they are. And, what is
most exasperating, this congervatism is being palms
od off as radicalism, The FEconomist, which is nob
given to unbalanced criticism, says in its latest igsue;.
—and every unbiased observer will endorse the cri-
ticism—"“These sre no$ so much proposals for disar-
mament as ingenious deviees for anabling the British
Navy and Army and Air Force to retain the arms by
which they set the greatest store and to keep 8 free
hand for employing these arms for the professionalk
purposes which they consider most important. ..., In
short, we have regretfully to conclude that British
counter-proposals on disarmament, instead of helping’
‘or improving the Hoover Plam, go far to wreck it."
That this estimate is none toe harsh will be seen
from & compsrison of the results of adopting the two
proposals. Evenif all thesubmarines are abolished snd
capital ships aré feplaced 4t the end of 1936 instead *
of 1942, the total saving on mnaval tonstruction on.
the British plan would be £20,000,000, whereas on
the Hoover plan it would be £42,000,000, Set 42

‘against 20 and then judge of the comparative merits

of the two plans !

TRADE UNION UNITY.

RADE Unionists all over Indis will haveé cause
for self-gratulation st the results of the Trade

Union Unity Conference and of the session of
the Indian Trades .Union Federation. At both.the
Conferences attempts ab ropprochement between :the
several parties holding . opposing views were made
with satisfactory results, with & view to ensure the
unity and sdlidarity of the rank and file of the work-
ing classes in this country. To enable the reader to’
realize the full significanee ofthis - event, it may be;
desirable to set forth the oircmmstances that led- to
digunity among the leaders of Indian Labour af the
Nagpuf session of the Indian Trades Union Congress.
of 1929 and outline the essemtials on the basis o
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-which unity is songht t6 be achieved among the trade
-uaion organisations in the country. :

" Pill the year 1929, for over ten years since its’
‘inception, the Indian Trade Union movement dAlg ‘:l;])t‘
Q

Nagpur session of the Trade Union Congress for the

-ghow any signs of internal dessension.

first time differences of opinion of a fundamental
character manifested themselves, , ‘
_ The Communists who owed allegiance to. Moscow

were inn majority at the Congress, They supported the

boyeott of the Whitley Commission, the affiliation of
$he Congress to the Lesgue against Imperialism, and
" the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat, the rejection

of the proposal to hold the Asiatio Labour Congress,
the refusal to partioipate in the deliberations of the -
1..L. Conferenceat Geneva, the boycott of the R. T. C.,

sto, The saner segfion among the Lsabour leaders
+who were in the o% vement from almoat its inception,

was convinced that the adoption of these resolutions

would be to the detriment and not in the best intere-
sts of the working classes, They had thus no other

alternative but to ssoede from the T. U. Congress and.

form the Indian Trades Union Federation to carry

. on their legitimate and normal trade union activities,.|

The split at Nagpur was fraught with disastrous

y consequences to the working 'colasses. The illiterate
labourers played into the hands of the extremists, -

Labour became disorganised. . Employers were not

glow to take .full advantaga of the split in labour-

ranks and resorted to cuts in wages and retrench.
ment which worked great hardship to the working
-plasses, Labour leaders, several of them, wers mors
after accentuating the differences that existed among
themselves rather than organising A labour and
safoguarding its interests. Anyhow it did not take
long for them to realise that in the Interest of labour
unity among the leadars was essential. Efforts waere
‘therefore mads in 1330 to bring together the several
groups. Asub-committee was appointed to formulate
their recommendations on the question of Trade
Union Unity iu consultation with other trade nnions,
"The Sub-Oommittee ' met and submitted their
.recommendations which are contained in what is
now popularly known as the Platform of Unity.

Labour leaders-extremists, moderates' and indepen=

donte-met at Madras in July last to consider the
“Unity proposals, ' ’

. The Trade Union Unity Conference may bg said
40 have been a suooess in the sense that all those that
attended the Conference realised the need for closing
up their ranks immediately and that with & view to
achieve this happy result each cneshoweda wondsrful
spirit of oompromise.: ‘

A great step forward in the stage of Trade Union
Unity waa the attitude taken up by the Conference
as & whole against Communism. It has anequivocally

- declared itself that it would have nothing to do-with

Communists. Another plank in the Platform' of
Unity s that * the method of achieving the objective
of the labour movement shall be peaceful, legitimate
and demooratic ", which excludes the Communists
from participating in the Trade Unfon movement.
Ax regards the definition of Trade Union movement
as an organ of olass struggle whioch the Conference
ultimately adopted opinion is sharply divided. But
it ie earnestly hoped that the Committee whiok the
-Conference has appointed to draft a constitution on
the basis of the Platform of Unity will go into this
matter again and modify the definition of Tradeunion
movetient as an organ for protecting the rights and

- safeguarding the interests of the working olasses,

_ If one may venture a oriticism about the Con.
ferance as a whole, the procssdings were a bit.unreal
in the sonse that several of the speakers spoke of
theory and ldeals of Trade Unicnism rather than of

the practical problems thaf faced the country. The
spesches made by some of the leaders gave one the
impression’ that’ the so-talled leaders of labour never
mmnde any attempt to disenss the matters with theiz
ioown workers to -ascertain. their views .on several
matters thai were discussed ab the Conference,
Daring the two days the Confererice lasted not a
single speaker was heard saying, “These are the views
of my workers on this matter.’” . In this conrection it
is interesting to Kmow the viewd of some of- the
workers themselves. who: spoke at the Conference iny

Tamil, Their views represent the real situation iz

the Trade Union movement today. One labourer

observed, “I appeal to leaders not to talk much about
the Communists to the labourers.. The average
1abourer cannot understand the real implications of
Communism and will be led away by the superficial
sspocts of the same and this half knowledge will be,
very dangorous.™ L N

'~ Another labourer remarked; “ Only after the in~

tellectuals entersd the movemeunt we hear of splits

and differences. It is impossible to attain unity by

holding .conferences, I appesl to every genuine
lender of the labourers to:do his utmost to strengthen

then Unions for in.their strength alone lies the.
strength of the movement in the courtry.”

~“In spite of the many shorteomings the resulis of
fhe Conference have been happy. HKxcsllent spirit
of give and take prevailed among the delegates, All
were thirsting for ,Unity and made an honest
attermpt, each sccording to his own light to achieve.
unity with honour and self-respact. .

TheTrade Union Federation which met at Madras .

after the Trade Union Unity Conference has also expre«
ssed itself in favour of unity among labour leadersand
the workers, The Federstionists foresaw that greater .
dificulties were ir store for the labourers and thai if .
was oxtramely desirablé to adopt, with certain modi~
fications, the Platform of Unity adopted by the Unity
Conference, Mr. N. M. Joshi, speaking on the Unity
programme, observed that they should procead with,
caution if Unity was to be abiding. The Federa«
tion, while weicoming the efforts made by the Trade
Union Unity Conference to establish Unify in the
rattks of Iabour, felt that there were certain importank.
jssues which rtequired further. consideration and
suthorised its Working Committee fo go into the.
matter carefully, and negotiate with other organisa-
tions for reconciling different poinés of view. Anether
important resolution which was passed at the Trada
Union Federation is the one that relates to the orga~
nisation of Trade Unions on communal Iines and the
allotment of seats in the legislafures on communal
basis. - The speakers on this resolution wera both of
them Muslimg, They condemned the organisation of
Trade Unions and the allotment of seats in the Legis-
latures on communal lines as it would create cleava-
ges in Iabour ranks. - = o © T
. 'What is the net result of these two conferences?
One thing is certain. The gulf that existed between
the various labour organisations has baen narrowed
a groat deal, All these organisstions are now nearer
to each other in their ideals and rmethods than they
were ever before. It only remains. for them now to
disouss their small differences across the table and
ocome to a unanimous sgreement so far as essentials
are concerned. In doing so it will be well for the
parties concerned not to be ocarried away either by
pontiment or theory, but toconsider every matter from
the point of view of the difficuliies and hardships thak
face the Trade Union movement today in India and
ultimately arrive at what is best calomlated to-
prot!tl.ota the best interests of the Trads Union move*’
men . B -

9. R. VENKATARAMAN,
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Our Geneve Letter,

( From Our Own Correspondent. )
( BY AIR MaIL.)
. _ GEREVA, 30th July.
WHEN SEPTEMBER COMES.
"HEN the present holiday season is over and

September comes, Geneva is likely to be faced
with some formidable problems, issues as great

a8 any that this generation has yet confronted. In .

the first place, thers is the second phase of the Dis-
armament Conference which will begin in the second
week of September. So far, after gix months of effort,
the Powers have been sble only fo agree upon
measures relating to air bombardment, limitation of
the size of tanks, the prohibition of chemical and
bacteriological war and the setting up of & permanent
Disarmament Commission. For the rest, there are
only assurances of future action.
derson, the President of the Conference, has summed
up the pledges made ut the Disarmament Conference
in the Daily Herald. The Conference declared itself
“profoundly convinced that the time has come when
all nations of the world must adopt substantial and
‘comprehensive measures of disarmament in order to
consolidate the peace of the world, to hasten the re-
sumption of economic seotivity, and to lighten the
financial burdens which now weigh upon the peoples
of the world.” It expressed itself “firmly determined
to achieve a first decisive step involving a substan-

tial reduction of armaments.” It* welcomed heartily "
the initiativetaken by the President of the United States

of America ” and decided " forthwith and unanimous-
ly to be guided by the general principles underlying
President Hoover's declaration : 1, that a substantial
reduction of world armaments shall be effected, to be
.applied by a general convention alike to Iand, naval,
and air armaments; and 2. that & primary object
shall be to reduce the means of attack.” In the next
stage of the Conference, which will be crucisl, these
solemn declarations by Governments will have to be
tranelated into action. Furthermore, the situation in
Grermany makes it increasingly urgent that the Dis-
armament Conference should turn its attention to
Germany’s claim for equality of treatment with
regard to armaments, an issue which, as The Times
has recognised, the Conference has so far failed to
deal with in & satisfactory manner.

Of equal urgency and equal importance is the
Manchurian question. The report of the facts-finding
Commission of the League on this subject will be
submitted to the forthcoming Assembly, which will
then be faced with a most delioate situation. For
this is a matter on which passions run high not only
in Japan and China and among Manchurians—
althongh the interests of these last would seem,
curiously enough, to be of least account, but also in
places far away from the soene of the strife. The
United States and France and Russia are almost
equally interested and the same importance must be
attached in this conneotion to the political passions
of those nll over the world, to whom principles are
unalterable realities for which no cost is too high,
and of those o whom principles, like everything else
in this imperfect world, must be conditioned by their
mnaterial context.

And between now and September much may and |

indeed will happen which unfortunately can only be
expected to complioate the existing situation in regard
to both these issues. In the first place, General von
Schleicher has made a particularly unhelpful speech,

[ ascendant in (Germany end the
Lausanne Pact reduced to little more than a general

Mr, Arthur Hen-

which has already vitiated the relations between..
France and Germany. That effect will no doubt be-
acoentuated after the eloctions in Germany. Seocondly,
signs are not lacking to show that much of the good.
work done at Lausanne will be rendered less fruik-
ful than at first expected by the attitude of the United
States with regard to the war debts question: Senator
Borah, who has an unecanny gift for divining and
giving unerring expression to the attitude of the
people of the United States witheregard to any out--
standing political question, has made an unequivooal
declaration that European Powers need expect no
seitlement of the war debts question until they are
willing to have it linked up with the disarmament -
issue. And how, with the traditional military caste:
Anglo-French

convention on aceount of the adherencs of many
European Powers to it, France will agree to further
reduction in armaments remaing a puzzle. And
finally, while there is much interest in Geneva with.
regard to Ottawa and confidenice in the assurances
made on behalf of the British Government that the
object of the Conference.is to augment the volume of
world’s -trade, it is sometimes wondersd whether
exclugive arrangements with the Dominions may not
have the effect of inflicting an injury on the trade of”
Secandinavian and other countrips and thus increase-
the uneasiness in Europe.

Our London Detter,

{ From our Correspondent. )

(BY AIR MAIL.) )
Loxpon, 30th July.

FINANCE AND THE STATES.

HE most portentous event of the week has been
the publication of the Davidson Committes-

Report. It is another of -those bulky and indi--
gestible feeds of which Mr, Churchill spoke in a.
recent debate on India, It looks a little unreal just
now, as the “Manchester.-Guardian” rightly says..
Perhaps the following passage from the “Guardian™
is worth quoting in extenso :—

“The prospects for All-India Faderation are not,.
-in any case, particularly bright. There is the
Hindu-Muslim question still unsettled and the-
Government award that may or may not prove
workable ; there is the refussl of the Moderates to -
co-operate any further in completing the work
of the Round Table Conference because of fhe
change of procedure; there are the Ordinances
still in force in Indis, the jails still full of poli--
tical prisoners; everywhere bitterness and dis-
trust of this country’s intentions, It is difficuls,
in such ciroumstanoces, not to find the Reporis of
these ‘fact inding' Committees rather academioc,.
remote from the realities of the situation. AIll
the data for drawing up an All-India Federal
Constitution has now been colleoted, bué who is.
$o work it when it has been passed into law by
the British Parliament ? The leaders of the most.
important political organisation in India are all
in prison, its rank and file more embittered, its
Press more venomous, than at any- time during:
the 1ast ten years ; the Moderates—Sapru, Jayakar,
Sastri—after muoh patient work, have given up-
in disgust ; the Prinoes are tepid about the vghole
federal scheme; only Sir Samuel Hoare is 88
jauntily hopeful as ever. Making & constitution
in these conditions is like proparing plans for a-
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- magnificent city in the middle of the Sahara;
the plans may be finely concaived, but, unfortu-
nately, they can nover be executed in a desert.
No constitution, however generous in character,
will be of nsg to India unless there are sufficient
politically conscious Indians believing in it for
it to be workable. Otherwisa federation will
prove as futile as diarchy. These ‘fact finding'

e

Committees. ..that have gone here and there |

looking into figures and franchise qualifications

will have 'quite wasted their time if, when it.
comes to instituting an All-Indis Federation, |

Great Britain has no more friends in India”.
It would be difficult to improve upon the common
-gense of the above passage.
A RETURN TO SANITY?

There have been telegrams in the “Times" this
waek from Caleutta and Simla that seem to indicate
~that second thoughts are best, and that, unlike Sir

Bamuei Hoare, the Government of Indis and their

advisors, official or non-official, are not quite so
Jaunty and cocksure about the wisdom of alienating

the Moderates, On the contrary, the telegrams seem

to chow that it has become so difficult to raplace
4bem on the Consultative Committee, notwithstand-
ing the large number of distinguished people that had
sssured Sir Samuel that he was undoubtedly right in
what he had done, that there is already talk of
.abolishing that very Cousultative Committee that
was the sole remnant surviving from the wrack of
the Round Table Conference and upon which so much
"was fo depend, in favour of the more formal method
- -of deliberation in London to which Sir Samual
referred in his notorious speech of the 27th June.
If, a8 I understand to be the fact, the bridge building
1is taking place on the part of some friends here who
veory deep_ly regreb the turn of evente in India that
.have deprived the Government of Moderate support,
and who are pirocersly anxious for its restoration,
At would seem olear that bridge building from the
other end.nesd not be put altogether outside of
-congideration, That the desire for bridge building on
.the Government side may be due to need mand to
_expediency rather than to strict conviction is beside
Abe point. .The “Times’ " telegram to-day from Simla
urges that an endeavour may be made to securs anew
the co-operation of the Moderates before the commu-
.nnl. award (which it is urged should be expedited) is
dahve_red. lest the Government bs deprived even of
the friends that it may stil] believe itself to possess
among the commupalists and the sycophants. It
almost looks as though the Government expected a
pretty bad storm to burst in the not very distant
future. In that event one cannot have too
‘many friends. '

SOME MORE VISITORS,

- ’I_‘ne India League has for some time been contem-
:plating the sending out to Indiaof & group of people
mors or less of & Labour complexion, who will, as
~obquti:aly a8 oiroumstances will permit, study the
‘politioal, economio, industrial and social . conditiong
of the conntry during a short tour with the back.
ground of information that they have derived from
an intensive course of reading during the last few
months hers, and who on their return to this country
will report to the publio the results of their .obser
vations, Mr. V., K. Krishna Menon, the Honorary
Seoretary of the India League, has failed in seouring
.bhe service of any members of Parliament, but has
been able to gather & small group to whom he will be
-aoting as Ssoretary during its tour, consisting of
Mr. John Matters, well known in journalistio oiroles
‘here, Miss Ellen Wilkinson, formerly. M. P, and
- Miss Monica Whately, very well known in, Rritish
+803ial and political eiroles. The group is under strick

instructions not to grant interviews to the Press and
not fo communicate individually to newspaper and
publie organisations in this sonntry., They are to ba
there to study but not to talk. The women members
in particular are anxious to know what they ecan
learn about village conditions and the position and
problem of Indian women. The more British
people go out to India in an attitude of sympathy
and for the purpose of study, the more helpful are
they likely to be upon their return to this country
in the elucidation of British opinion ' regarding
Indian conditions, It is of the highest importance
that the group should not confine itseif to particular
circles and sources of information. It is to be hoped,

{ therefore, that people of all parties, groups and affi-

liations will unite to enable it to achieve its purposeé
effectively. - ' . L ;
: INDIAN SINGER. . T

There will shortly be returning to India a daugh-
ter of Bongal who has had a unique career since har
arrival in Europe four'years ago. Miss Dina Abby,
wha was already well known in Caleutta before she
left, studied in Rome, Paris and Loundon under some
of the best teachers of singing, and as & result she
has acquired a wide knowledge of the Western technd-
que of voice production. She. bas done a great deal
in a somewhsat new direction to extend among West-
ern peoples, in large and often distinguished audi-
ences before whom . sha has performed as a profes-
sional singer, an sppreciation of Indian arbistry and
culture. She has not only sung Enrglish, French,
(German and Italian musioc, but she has helped to
propularise Indian folk songs and Tagore's songs,
too. She has broadeasted these Indian songs, both
in Berlin and in London, and they have been much
appreociated, ' : '

" ‘Miss Abby’ expects to return to India before
the ‘end of the year in order to continue her carser
ag a singer a9 well as to teach wvoice production and
correct breathing. She tells me that this is taught
with great care in some of the schools in Europa
but is now overlooked in India. She is of opinion
that good health depends a great deal upon correct
bresthing, and the strengthening of the abdominal
muscles which singing helps to develop. It iz theres
fore especially necessary as a mormal exercise for
young people on physical ss well as on aesthetic
grounds. Miss Abby, who has been very well receivad
in this country and in Europe generally by- people
of all classes, including members of the British
Royal family, thinks. that her combination of
Western and Indisn teohniques may help in a small
way o restore harmony between the two peoples
since museio is the universal language in which heart
spoaks to heart. o ' ' ‘

THE QTTAWA CONFERENCE, .

So far nothing partioularly good -has come out
of the Ottawa Conference., Whilst it is perhaps too
enrly in the day to talk of ite failure, it nevertheless
may mnot succeed in produciag those results that
gome of those who have worked most astrenu-
ously and ardently .for its success had hoped,
The Dominions wish to impose & meat tax in this
country in order to bolster up their meat traffio,
baving already failed to -impose what would

" virtually have been a bread tax. They had been

unwilling, and in particular Mr. Bennett of Canada
has been unable, to get their manufacturers to make
such conoessions as would enable British manufactured
goods in larger quantities effectively - to-enter the
Dominions, markets, Whiist Mr. Bennett and th.o
other Dominions, Ministers may have to fight their
manufacturers pretty strenuously in order to bo able
to seoure adequate compensation for Canadian raw
produoe in the British markets, Mr, Baldwin, who baa
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#o far not succumbed to Dominions’ pressure,
may find it difficult, if not impossible, to
agree to food taxes that would deprive the
Government of its Liberal and Labour members
and its claim to be a National Administration. Al-
ready, as the “Manchester Guardian’’ points out, in
the by-elections the congtituencies have now for some
time ceased to vote “national” and have reverted to
the normal party voting, Tories standing aloof in
Liberal constituencies, Libersls standing aloof in Tory
ones, Labour voting according to type. In these

oircumatances it will be very difficult indsed for Mr. |

Baldwin to obey Lord Beaverbrook's brutal demand
fo agree to whatever Mr, Bennett may demand on
pain of being hounded out of Brifish public life by
Lord Beaverbrook and his organisations upon Mz,
Baldwin’s return home. Having already dubbed
him s potential traitor, Lord Beaverbrook has hailed

Lord Hailsham as the saviour of his country, |

its rightful Prime Minister and gecond only
in eminence to Mr DBennett himself, who is
uniquely dnstalled upon the highest pedestal ir
L.ord Beaverbrook's pantheon. It is a Jittle bit
embarrassing for Lord Hailsham ( who has declared
that if the Ottawa Conference fails he expects o see
the dissolution of the British Commonweslth during
his lifetime ) in view of the relations existing noci
long ago between him at the head of the Conservs-
tive Party organisation and Lord Beaverbrook who
was then running independent Conservatives against
the official Party candidates. When the Tory candi-
date in Kast Islington was recently defeated by one
-of Lord Beaverbrook’s Crusaders, Lord Hailsham said
‘with regard to Lord Beaverbrook that there was only
one thing to do with a mad dog and that was to
shaot it. Perhaps as a ** Guardian ” writer remarks,
that very comment may have convinced Lord
Beaverbrook that Lord Hailsham was & strong man.
At any rate the Chief Crusader in favour of food
.taxes has evidently learnt to kiss the rod.

Qviews,

—

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE.

THE 1. L. O. YEAR BOOK, 1931. ( The Interna-
tional Labour Office, Geneva.) 1932, -pp. 547.
Re. 7. Obtainable in India from the Indian Branch
of the International Labour Office, New Delhi

STUDENTS of labour problems the wozld over have
by now come to lock upon the International Labour
Office, Geneva, a8 the repository of the latest snd
mcst ccmplete information on all labour matters.
Nox_' need this ocoasion any surprise, as one of the
main duties with -which the LL.O. is charged by
the Treaty of Versailles is the collection and distri-
bution of information on all subjects relsting to the
international adjustment of conditions of industrial
life and labour. Even during the first decade of its
existence, - the LL.O. bas amply justified the repu-
tation that it hsa ccme to possess for the up-to-date
and ccmprehensive nature of its information by a
pleady cutput of well-dooumented publications
denling with vurious aspects of labour problems.
Fride cf place among such publications must go to

the present volume which, previcus to 1981, formed .
paxt of the Annual Report, but which, in view of the :

ency clopeedic nature of the material provided, is now
being issued as an Year Baok,

desls with the salient features of the general activity
of the ' 1. L. ' Organisation, and, the second givesa

aomprehensive resumé of the social progress regist- :

ered in various countries during 1931 under the fol-
lowing main headings:— the economic situation; .
conditions of work; social insurance ; wages; unemp-

loyment, placing and migration ; special categories

of workers’ living conditions; and, general rights-
of workers. It will thus be seen that the Year Book

is designed to serve as & work of reference on tle

Interrational Labour Organisation and the wide

range of movements and problems with which the
Organisation is in contact. This purpose the publi-

cation serves admirably, for it presentsin & compen-

dious and comparable form a record of the prinoipal

events and developments in 1931 in the economic and

social realms, summsarises the outstanding nationsl

and international legislative measures of the year

and brings out in prominent relief the trend of social

polioy in all countries.

The main theme of the publication is the
economic situation and its social reperoussions, and,
a8 is only natural, the major part of the book is
devoted to 8 searching analysis of the causes of the
present economic blizzard and the remedial messures
that can be profitably employed for combaiing the
ill-effects of the depression. Despite the dismal and
gleomy background thus created, the conclusions
errived at sound & distinct and welcome note of
optimism. The earefully compiled and authoritative
data furnished in the book Jead one to the irresistible-
‘conclusion that, in spite of the duration, magnitude
and persistenee of adverse envircnmental conditicrs,
the depression, while occasioning a general tighten.
ing in all directions and preventing notable expan-
siops, has not caused any retrogression in social policy; .
that, in spite of unprecedented difficulties, iabour
legislationn has remained almoest uinshaken in sall
countries ; and that the prineiples of legal protection
of Iabour and social insurance have been reaffirmed,
To have been able- to maintain the slafus quo is
itself a matter for congratulation in these hard times
and much of the oredit for this has to be assigned to
the International Labour Organisation- which,
through its annual conference and the sedulous culti-
vation of direct contacts with Governments and
representative organisations of employers and workers, .
has succeeded to a remarkable extent in the none too
‘easy task of keeping up, in spite of the embarrass-
ments and diffioulties of the immediate present,
enthusiasm for ameliorative social legislation and the -
labour cause generally.

It is satisfactory to learn from the Year Boock
that restrsint and economy characterised the finan.
cial administration of the LL.O,, the Office having
expended only 96.8 per cent of its budget for 1951
(8,878,966 Swiss Francs out of 9,157,715 Swiza
Francs;1 Swies Franoc = Annas8). Another matter
of gratification to Member States is that, despite the-
ingistence of the economy campaign, the I. 1.. O. has
not only maintained intact in 1931 the eight National
Cffices functioning at Berlin, Delhi, London, Nankin,
Paris, Rome, Tokio and Washington and the eight
Nationsl Correspondents at Brussels, Bucarest,
Budapest, Madrid, Prague, Rio de Janeire, Vienna,
and Warsaw, but has during the year appointed two
new National Correspondents at Belgrade and Buenos-

It is not pessible within the comyase of a brief
review to deal fully with the encyclopaedic informa-
ticn on lsbour conditions in the fifty-five Member
States cf the I. L. Q. furnished in the Year Book. It
is more prcfitable to concentrate attention on the

| principal features of Indian labour conditions and
The volume falls into two main parts: ‘the Hist 0 Lpieie

‘the country's relations with the I. L, O, as set out in-
the publication. The following facts culled from the
Year Book testily to the fact that during 1931
India’s co-cperaticn with the 1. L. O, was maintained.
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T
-and thas, as a resuls, several measures of social
yeform were earried through the Indian Parliament
t0 fmplement India's undertakings at Geneva
Though the Council of State and the Legislative
Apsambly recommended that the Conventions con-
eerning foroed labour and hours of work in offices
should not be ratified, other notable advances were re-
oardad in the year by the ratification of the Convention
ooncerning the marking of weight on heavy packages
transported by vessels and the adoption of an amend-
ment to the Merchant Shipping Act by both houses
of the Indian Legislature which, inter alia, gave
effact to Article 14 of the Convention concerning
Seamen's Articles of Agreement. In the inner
eounsels snd direction of the LL.O. also, India was
given a proper place, for during 1931 India was
represented on the Governing Body of the L 1. O. by
a Government member, an emplovers® deputy member
and a workers’ deputy member, and Sir Atul
Chatiterjee, the Governmeni Member, was elected a
vice-chairman of the Governing Body.

On the whole, social reformers and workers’ and
-employers’ organisation will find it difficult to carry
on their work successfully without this Year Book,
while no library should be considered sdequate or
-vp-to-date which does not keep a copy on ite reference
uhelves. M

FARADAY.

FARADAY. (The British Eloctrieal & Allied
Manufacturer, London.) 1931. 22cm. 133p. 7/6.

IN 1831 M. Faraday discovered the phenomenon
snd the principle of Electro-magnetic Induction in
the courae of along and painstaking research carried

- on in the Royal [nstitution, Loadon. This diservery
to be the mainspring of .industrial -

bas -
alectricity which has profoundly affacted all modern
industrial deveiopmenia. In commemoration of this
sweat discovery were held the well-known Faraday

. Qentenary oelebrations of last year, and the volume

under review was published on the same occasion
Several f{aithful acoounts of Faraday—the father of

. Electrioal Engineering—~have appeared since his
: deathin1867. Tyudall’s ‘Faraday a Discoverer’ and Dr.

Benso Jones' ‘Life of Faraday’ are boaks excallent in
their own way. Their view of Faraday, however, was
taken from s aharter distance of time than to-day,
when wo who make use of Faraday'a discoveries far

; maore than preceding generations have dome. Tha
- wolume in band may be said to have appeared just in

time to give us s perspective of Faraday's life in
which the minor nobes are shaded off and the promi-

. nent virtves alone are brought into relief.

The book reads like a drams inasmuch as it

: presents the subject mastter in tweuty little sections,
. each mection dealing with some one important event
. and depicting s parficular aspect of Faraday's life

in a vivid word picture. The book leans more to-
wards the popular than the technical gide and the
geueral reader therefore goes quite smoothly throagh
the whole of it with a very lively interest. Wa

- 'heartily commend the book to cur readers. .

M. V. APTE.

SHORT NOTICES.

ANCIENT LAW. By HENRY SUMNER MAINE.
{ Oxford Univ. Prees- ) 1931, 15cm. 344p. 3.
THE Oxford University Press have receutly pub-
lished fn the World's Classics Serios a reprint of
Sir Henry Maing’s famous work on Ancient Law.
The reprint is attractive and handy whils its price is
sufficiently low to make the book easily aoceasible to

every oa2. I¢ coutsins a short iatrodaction by
Mr. C. K. Allen whioh streases the principal festures .
of the book and its importance in the field of juri-
sprudence. ' o,

The book itself is too well known to require any
commendation to the reader. As we are told in the
introduction, “ so far as England is concerned, it ig
not too much o say that with the appanrance of this
book modarn historical jurisprudence was born™, and
it is difficult to exsggerate ‘ils influence on con-
temporary and latar thonght, If to-day the philosophy
of l]aw no longer deals in specnlations basedoua
priori reasoning and regards law as a human inatitn-
tion evelved by the needs of the humsan society, we
have to thank Maine. ’

Those portiona of the worx which deal with the
early forms of law and the growth of legal fictions.
and other various devices by which it was being con-
tinnally changed so as to suit the growing neseds of
the community are of particular interest,

The book is one which is of interest not merely to
stundents of law and political science bat also to
the general resder, and the Oxford University Press
have done a service to the reading publie in issning
a reprint of it in chesp and atiractive form.

M.P.8 R,

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND INDUST-
RIALISM. (The National Christian Conneil
of India, Nagpur.) 1931, 22om. 19p. As. 4.
THMA booklet gives some facta abont the conditions in
which the industrial classes live aud work, and
sugpests ways of serving them, The faci= are gleaned
from the Report of the Royal Commission on Labour
in India. The part of the booklet dealing with the
duaty of the Christian Church deserves io be carefully.
read by not only Christiana bat by all religions
people. It emphasisea the lesson that tho spiritual life
of the individual is inseparably bound np with that
~f the community, The N. C. Conncil wants to steer
clear of the Szylls of capitalism on the one side and
the Charibdis of communism on the other and suggests
the lines of sarvice which Christian agencies may-
undertake. This service sonsists of industrial welfare
activitiew No doubt these activities are very nseful
in their own way. They are, however, palliatives.
To expect them to eradicate the evils inherent in the
capitalist system is to invite disitlusion sooner or

1ater,
. PGEK

Pliscellaeons,

THE CO-OPERATORS' MAXNIFESTO.

E consider that the new procodure an-
nounced by the Secretary of Stmie for India
on the 27th June is s0 grave a deparfarre from
the Round Table Conferenoe method as to be
unacceptable. It does away with the ideas of eguality
during disousgion between British and Indian
delegates and between them as the basis of
the proposals to be laid before Parliament. The Round
Table Conference method devised with the especial
object of securing these two ideas and jia procedare
could easily be adapted to ensure expedition. We
cannot conoceive how the R, T. C. method can be des-
cribed az abrogating or bringing into question the
nltimate supremacy of Parliament 1n the circam-
stanoces we are clearly of opinion that the best interests
of the country require that those of our eonntrymen

44

who msy be invited t0 aasist in the further stages of

A



288

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

{AvGusT 11,1932,

constitution-making should withhold eco-operation
unless and until the former mehod is restored. ™
- * »

The following leaders of public opinion in India
have 8o far signed above the Manifesto. More will
follow. Those who are willing to subscribe to the
Manifes to are requested to send their names and
designations to the Secretary, Servants of India
Society, Poona 4, as soon as possible.

The Rt. Hon, V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri; Sir Syed All
Imam; Sir Tej Bahadur 8apru; Mr. N. C. Kelkar;

Mr. C. Y Chintamani; Rai Rajeshwar Bali, M.L.C.;.

The Hon. Raja Sir Rampal Singh, K. CI1E: Mr. M, R,
Jayakar; Sh. Sadiq Hassan, M.L.A., Bar-at-Law
{Amritsar); Sir Chimanlal Setalwad ; Pandit Hirday
Nath Kunzru; Diwan Bahadur Daulatral. CLE,;
(Rawalpmdl), Mr. @G. K. Devadhar; Rai Bahadur
Lala Behari Lal Saheb, (Allahabad); Dr. R.P.
Peranijpye; Mr. A, P. San Mr. B. 8, Kamat; Syed
Ali Zaheer, M. L, C. (Lucknow) Rui Bahadur Durga
Das (Lahore ); Thakur ‘Hanuman singh, M.L.C.

{Lucknow); Sardar Bahadur S, Mehtab Sing(Liehore); |-

Munshi Narayan Prasad Asthana (Alishabad); Mr.
V. R, Shinde (Poons); Mr, Krishna Ram Mehta;
Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Jr.); Mr. K. .. Rallia Ram
( Lahors ); Kai Bahadur B.Kamta Prasad Kacker
(Allahabad); Chaudhari Hyder Husain, Bar-at-Law;
Sir Pheroz C. Sethna; Mr. P. N. Rajbhoj, leader of
the Depressed Classes, (Poooa); Mr. Sachehidanand
Sinhs; Prof. Gulshan Rai, Lahore ; Mr, R, P. Masani,
Bombay; Lela Ganapat Rai, Lahore; Mr. Mohammad
Naseem, Lucknow; Mr. Mathurabai Vissonji, Bom-
bay ; Mr, Bhailal Tulsidas Patel, Godhra; Mz. Mohd.
Amin Malak; Mi. Rai Amarnath Agarwal Saheb,
(Allshabad); Mr V. N, Chandavarkar, Mayor, Bom—
buy' Mr. M. L. Puri; Mr. H. V. Pochkhanwalla,
ombay; V. X, Bhave, Editor, Kesari {(Poona}; Mr.
Badrul Isiam Ali Khan, Bar-at-Law; Mian Moham-
mad Shareef, Advocate (Lahore % Mr. Indu Bhushan
Banerji, Allahabad; Mr. Abdul Qayum Malik, Bar-
st-Law; Mr. Moolchand Malaviya, Allahebad; Sir
Vasantrao A, Dhabholkar; Munshi Harnandan
Prasad, Allahabad: Dr. R. K. Naidu, Mayor, Poona;
My, Shams-ud-Din Hassan, General Secretary, Cen-
tral Labour Federation, Punjsb, Lahore; Mr. N. M
Joshi, M. L. A.; Mr. Joseph Albon D’Lough: Mr
M. 8, Captain, Bombay, Mr.A. P. Dube, Allahabad;
Seth Rao Bahadur Hanmantram Ramnath; Mr.
Behramji N, Gamadia; Mr. J. -B. Boman-Behram; Mr.
Munshi Gajadhar Prasad;:Mr. Surendra Nath Varma
Mr. Kamalakant Varma; Dr. M, H, Faruqui; Syed
Haider Mehdi; Lala Sangamlal Agarwals; R. N.

Basu; Lala Girdbarilal Agarwala; Pandit Ram |

Kanta Malaviya; Mr. Sarat Chandra Chaudhari;
Dr. Jairaj Behari; Mr. Niranjanlal Bhargava; Rail
Brij Nsarain Guriu; Babu Vishwanth Prasad;
Mr. 8. J. Rustomji; Rai Bahadur Sohanlal ; L. Dev
Raj Sawhny; Bhagat Govind Das; Lala Fakir
Chand; Sardar Nihal Singh; Mr. 'M. A. Ehan ;
D, Nihal Chand Sikri; Mr, Mohammad Din Jan,
Mr. V. N. Sethi; Mr. 8. C. Chatteriee; Sardar Kartar
Singh; Thakur Rn]endra Singh; Mr. Keshavlal Hari-
18l Shah; Mr, Manilal Harilal Mehta; Mr. Nomansli
G. Ginwala; Tsherali Abdulali; Dr. Ambalal N.
Pathak; Manilal Wadilal Dalal; Mr. Shridharrao
Keshavrao Parliker; Mr, Karsandas Hiralal Akra-
wala; Mr, Chhotabhai Somabhai Patel; Mr. Raman-
lal Purshottamdas Parikh; Mr. Chandulal Mahasuk
Parikh; Mr. Bhailal M. Pankh Mr, Jethalal Chuni-
ial Tnvedl, Dr. V.C, Gokhale, Dr, G, 8, Sahasra-~
budhe ; Mr, L. R, Gokhale; Mr, N. B. Cha.ndraohud
Mr. K. K. Sakat; Mr. G, K. 'Gadgil; Mr, Sohrab R,

Davar; Mr. Labh Singh, M.L.C., Bar-at-law (QGujaran--
wals); Mr Laia Mohanlal, M.L.C, Advoosats,
Slmla, Lala Bhana Ram, Advodnha, Ferozepur ;.
Lala Mokand Lal, Advooate.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

INDIAN LITERATURE IN CHINA AND THE FAR X AST,
By ProBHAT K. MUERERJL. {Greater India Booiety,
Calounita) 1931, 250m. 334.18,4p.

REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED-
PROVINCES OF AGRA ANDAUDH, 1930-31. {(Cfoial,
Luocknow.) 1932, 25cm. 76p. Ra, 2.

BIHAR AND ORISSA IN 1930-31, By P. T. MARSFIELD..
(Off. Patna.) 1932, 25cm. 113p. Re.1.

INTERNATIONAL. UNEMPLOYMENT. A study of Flue-
tuations in Employment in Spveral Countries' 1910-1930,
Ed. by M. L, FLEDDERUS. (L. ]. Relations Institute, The
Hague, Holland,) 1932, 25em. 436p,

CONPTE RENDU DE LA XXVIle -CONFERENCE TENUE.
A -BUCARELT DU 1ER AU 7O00TOBRE. (Libratie,
Payot & Co., Lausannse,) 1932, 250m, 678 p.

COOLIE: THESTORY OF LABOUR AND CAPITAL IN

" IKDIA, By D. CHAMAN LaLL Vols,1& 2 (Oriental
Publishing House, Lahore.) 1932, 250m, 121, 135p.

SOME PHASES OF FAIR VALUE AND INTERESTATE
RATES, By JaMgs BARCLAY SMITH. (Louisians Btate
TUniversiiy Press, Batan Rouge,) 1981, 24om. 101p. About
$3.00.

THE UNITED STATES IN WORLD AFFAIRS, Aa

" Acoount of American Foreigh Relations, 1931, By WALTER :
LIPMAN & WILLIAM Q. 8cR06GS. (Harper, New York}’
1932, 24em, 375p.
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[ndlan Finance Year-Book 19

A complete, comprehensive and compact
book of reference on India’s Trade,
Finance, Industry and Economy.

! The Year-Book is replete with authoritative
I artiocles and carefully-compiled statistioal tables on {
all aspecis of economic activity—Budgets of the 1
Central Government, the Railways and the i
1 Provineial Governments ; Currency and Monetary l
Section; Banking Section; Insurance Section;
Transport Section, including Railways, Shlpping.
!Motor Transport and Inland Waterways; Public
Utilities Section, including Light Railways, City !
Eleotric Supply and Hydro-electic Development ;
Agricultural Statistics; Industries Seotion, com- l
prmmg & dozen principal industries. '

No college or public library could afford to be { I
without the Year-Book. The Book is .
invaluable to members of legislature |

i and to students of public affairs. l

Half rate to l
bona fide students. :
25D, SWALLOW LANE, [
CALCUTTA.

| Price Rupees Five
per copy.

Managing Editor :

“INDIAN mecm"

it

Printed and published. by M. Anant Vinayak Patvardhan at the Aryabhushnn Press, House NO 936/3 Bhamburda Peth,
Poona Oity, and ¢dited at the “Servant of India" Office, Servants of India Society's Home Bhumburds,
Poona City, by Mr.'P, Eodanda Rac.



