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Mr. Joshi Reslg:'ls;' .

MR. N. M, JoSHI has addressed the follow-

ing letter to the Viceroy in resigning his seat on the
Consultative Committes of the Round Table Con-
ference: “I have given my oareful consideration to
the announcement made by the Secretary of State for
India in the House of Commons on June 27,and I
have been forced to the conolusion that the variation
now proposed in the procedure is not slight, but so
marked as to alter the fundamental basia on
which efforts have hitherto been made to setile the
Indian oonstitutional question. In the ciroum-
sinces, il seema to me that I shall not serve any useful
purpose by continuing to be .a member of the Cori-
sultative Committee. May I beg of Your Egcellenoy
by means of this leiter to resign that membership ?*
kS * * - -

Mr. M. D. Shahane.

- ONE ofthe junior and promising members of
the Servants of India Socieiy, Mr. M, D, Shahane,
sails to-day from Bombay for Eurcpo en roufs to
Cannda. He was attached to the Nagpur Branch of
the Sooiety, and was an active member of the
Nagpue District . Couneil, in which capacity he
interested himself greatly in the promotion of Pan-
chayets. Reoently, he was awarded the Vinoent
Massey scholarsbip for post-graduste studies in the
University of Taranto for the year 1932-33. On his
way to Canada, he' proposes to visit Europe and
hopea that on his way back he will be able to visit
lapan and China. With the broadened outlock and
varied experience that his travels and studies will
give him, he wiil come baock to India to serve his
Motherland all the more efficiently.. We hope the
numerous friends of the Society will extend to him
] possible assistance and enable him %o obtain the
naximum of benefit by his sojourn abroad. We
rish him bom voyage and ail sucoess and a gafe re-
urn to India. . _

upon Indian opinion, for even under the procedure
that was to be followed after the publication of the
Simon Commission Indians were invited not simply
to give evidence. before the Simon Commission.
but to confer with it. .Lord Birkenhead on
8th. November, 1927, said in the House of
Lorda: “1Itis infended ta, facilitate the presengation
to that Committee ( the Joint Select Commities ) both
of the views of the Indian Cantral Legislature, by
delegations who will be invited o attend and confer
with the Joint Committes, .and also of the views of
other bodies whom the Joint Parlismentary Commit-
tee may desire to, consult.” On 24th November,
1927, he #aid : “Wa invite the Contral Government to
appoint 8 Committee to come and sit with our Joint
Committee.” Explaining .this part- of the scheme,
Lord Irwin said to tbe Indian Legisiature on 2nd
February, 1928 : ** To ‘suggest thatin these ciroums
stances the effect of Indian opinion, if it avails itself
freely of its opportunities, will be uo greater than
that which might be associated with the role of wit-
nesses, and will not indeed be such asto influence
the vourse of events throughout every stage, is to
advance a propositiont that mo political experience
oan supporf, and that I shonld have thought no one
who was versed in the process and management of
publio affairs would seriously maintain'” This
status did not- admittedly eonfer upon Indians then
the position which they now oceupied as members of
the Round ' Table Conference, viz. that of joint
authars of the constitution, and the maintenance of
it at present will not do so either.

The first point, however, viz. that the consti-
tutional bill will be referred tothe Joint Select
Commiitea of Parlinment cum s select body of
Indiana before I is introduced in Parliament, seens
to have appeared to public opinion as somewhat attra-
otive, though of course not fully satisfactory. “This
nnpreoedented proposal, " says Sir Samuel, “is defini-
tely intended to meet the Indian desire to be consult-
ed before any irrevocable decieion is reached.™ A pro-
posal is not adequate merely because it is unpreced-
ented, and this partioular one is upprecedented only
in its outward form, It is to be valued merely for the

[ reagon that it ensures consultation of Indian opinion
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before decisions are taken by Parliament which
cannot later be altered. The same result was however
promisged to Indians in the Simon procedure although
the bill was to be referred to 4he Joini Committes
after ifs introluction in Parliament. For Lord
Irwin, in announcing the ' appointment "of the
Statutory Commission, observed as follows on ‘this
point in his statement : “Not only will they (Indians),

though representatives of the Indian Legislature, be-

able to express themselves frecly fo the Commission
itself, but it will aiso be within their power to
challenge in detail or principle any of the proposals
made by His Majesty's Government bsfore the Joint

Select Committee of Parliament and to advocate their -

own :solution. It should be observed, moreover, that
st this stage Parliament will not have been. asked

t0 express any opinion on partictlar proposals and -

therefore, 80 far as Parliament is concerned, ‘the

whole field will ‘still be ‘open.” -This makes it "per--

fectly clear that the proposals of Government as they

would emerge from 'the Select Committee' ‘weré
intended fo be no lessopen to amendment, and evert

drastic amendment, in’ the" Simoén -scheme' than"
in the present scheme, though in the ‘former they"

were to have been previously introduced in Parliament

and in the latter they are not to be. And for the same

reason for which the Simon scheme was unacceptable-

to Indian opinion the'present scheme also must be, °

It Tpe unacospiable then beosuse though it -ed olasses are concerned, when he gives his decigion

‘oni the .communal question. -‘Whatever the British
'Government -may-do -in this matter, it is the most

afforded full opporfunities to Indiang to ‘ventilate
their views:and thus influencé the views of the Go«
vernment, it did not pretend to give them a share ‘in
the framing of the Bill itself as the Conference
method did, for the chief merit of this method lay in
the Government’s promiséd to make the agreements
arrived at in the Conference the basis of its own

legislative proposals, In the absence of such a pro-

misa Indians cannot be co-operators and partners in
the work of constitution-making, as they desire, and
on this ground they cannot but reject any 'msthod
which only provides for consultation with them. This
is a fundamental change from the Conference method,
and Sir Samuel Hoara's protestations to the contrary
only show that he is going back to the Simon msthod

was convened,

* ¥ *

Mr. Chintamani on New Policy. _

AT n luncheon given by the Welfare of India
Laagus in Bombay on Monday last, Mr, Chintamani
brought out the implications of tho new policy that
Sir Samuel Hoafe was pursuning. He said to all

appearances His Majssty's Governmant had now.
made up its mind that India should be content with .

what was oalled in popular parlance “provinecial
autonomy” though in his own view what was intend.
ed to be conceded was a travesty of it. The position

that the Liberals had taken up was that there shonld .

be a single Act providing for an all-India federation,
but an Act drawn up in such & manner that, concur-

rently with autonomous provincial governmants, s -

responsible Central governmeni for British Iadia-

might also come into being, every endeavour being
made tharaafter to make fadsration sa assomplishad

fact by enabling the Princes to come in:the moment .
they desired to do so. Apart from his quarral with tha
new procedura itself, Mr. Chintamani felt no doubt -
that Sir Samual Hoare wag mora concerned with tha .
retantion in British hands of the marximum of power -
than to ses India a saif-governing country. The.:
renawal of the Ordipances was in his eyas further .

evidence of such a policy.
» .

Depressed Classes Conference.

Ciasses Conferenca held in Bombay on Sunday last
under the Presidenoy of Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajs
wag emphatio in its condemnation of the Minorities
Paot entered into on behalf of the depressed olasses
by Dr. Ambadkar with the Muslims, Europsans and
other minorities at the time of the Round Table Con.
ference,and support of the Moonje-Raja Pact arrived
at recently in this country. That is to say, the
depressed classes as an organised body may be said
now to have definitely withdrawn their support from
the policy adopted by Dr., Ambedkar in London of
pressing the claims of his community as an inde.
pendent entity distinct from the Hindus as a whole,

. and oast in their lof with their co-raligionists and~ '

put forward - their’ legitimate: olaims as‘ past of
them. Starting from ~this basis they naturally -
and quite properly disapprove of separate electorates
and ask for s reservation of an adequate number
‘of seats for themselves through mixed electorates.
-And this they do, be it noted, in the interests of theixr -
own commuhity as well as. in the wider interests
‘of the .nation. . With Dz, Ambedkar now in London
‘and having the ear of the India- Office it was felt
‘necessary . 'that the other wiew strongly hsld brbs
‘large number of depressed-olass persons should be
:voicad by’ theit own loader and arrangements are ba-

‘ing made to organise such a delegation, The Prime
‘! Minister will now hava no exouse for supporting ew .

arti-national policy, so far at any rate as the depress- .

sacred duty of the advanced classesa in the Hindu
community now to see that in their every dsy conduct
they will mest out equal treatment to the depressed
classes 30 that no cause bs given any longer for an
Ambedkar among them to run to a third party beggiog
for intervention on their bshalf. Toe dopressed
classes have chosen to rely upon the advanced.

‘classes; let nothing be dong which will make i,

spppar that they have mads 8 bad chojce,
* ¥ *

‘Handbook on Disarmament,
as an escape from which the Round Tabele Confarence {

AT a time when in the Disarmament Conferenca
proposals of the various Governments are baing diss
cussed in great detail, we would strongly reconmend
to the student of this guestion John W. Wheeler~
Bennett's “Disarmament and Seourity since Locazno,

-1925-1981" pablished by Messrs, Géorge Alien and

Unwin at 2/6d, " The parpose of this -handbook is fo
supply, &s its sub-title shows, “the political and

‘technical baskground” of -the Conference mnow in

progress, It first passes under rapid review fhe.
attempts made in this direction from the Treaty of

Versailles tothe Logarno agreement ( 1919-1925 ) and
‘then gived in siffioient “detail, without however
confusinig the rsader, the results of all subsequent.

sttempts from the Geneva Conferance to the Londoa-
Conference and the Franco-Italian conversations that

‘followed' tuersupon. In partiounlsr it gives & very

full ‘desoription of: thé ‘Draft Convention of the
Preparatory ‘Commission, which forms the basis of

.the disoussjons that are now going forward at Ganeva
‘under the chairmanship of ‘Mr. Henderson. The
.gtudent "will derive from this volums all the assis«

tanos that he needs, not only in following the reports
of procsedings of the Conference, butin forming &

jndgment of his dwn thereon. Mr, Wheeler-Bonnett,

ag thd render knows well, i3 the ohief of & staff of
researol workers who bring out the exeeedingly use-
ful semi-monthly ~Bullelin of Infermational News

| published under the auspices of the Royal Society of
/| Intarnational’ ‘
| 'such handbooks, all 6f them equally helpful fn mak-
THE tonth session of the All-India Dapressed - !

Affalrs;  and is the author of several

‘ing men knowledgeable,
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LIBERAL 'NON- CO- OPERATION

By V. 8.

ITHER the members of the 'Round Table nor
those of the Liberal Party who decided last
week-end to 'non-co-operste with Goverriment
in the further stages of constitution-making forgot
for a moment the distinction befween procedure and
gubstance wbich the expounders of CGovernment
@étioh emphasised. Tha departure in- procedors ia
- #dmlited, although iks motive and purpose are only
partinHy disclosed, The purpose is expedition.. For

srgument’s sake we shall grant this to the full, Th3

protive remains behind. Weo believe that it is to re-
move Indian leaders from the vantage-ground of

$quality that the Round. Table gave them and to

sbviate the necessity of:-basing the final proposals for
tégisiation ow such agreements as were reached at
the Round Table, It does not matter whether the
dgreements covered the whole or only a part of the
ground : what agreements there were had to be accept-
84 The many expositions that have tried to oleax
up the misgivings oaused recently in the Indian
mind leave this question of motivé elone. ' The plea
that the British statesman, lacking the gifi of imagi-
wation, fails to foresse the workings of the oriental
wind, which to him is a standing mystary, will not
avail in this instance, The British statesman may
Iack imagipation, buk he does not lack memory, The
épisode of the Simon Commission ia qmite recent, Ik
Is its sinister congequences that were to.be. remedied,
by the Round Table prooedure as well as by .the
promise of Dominion Statua, The Indian mind took
the two together and supposed that the procedure wag
devised both to soothe the wounded pride of the Indian:
politlcians and to be a fitting herald of the era of
Bolf-determination. For who souid doubt tbat if a
oongtitution were really o be & settlament, it ahquld
bave been previously agreed to by - both asides? If
proposals of reconabruction are embodied in & White
Paper, if the Joint Parliamentary/Committee are good
snough to give wide latitude tp the representatives of
Indian opinion who appear before them, and the Parlias
mentary draftsman is not oalled in till this disoussion
is over, . there will no doubt be & wide departure from
precedent. But how does it. bear on our pointt
Whera.do the idess of egualily and ayreement coma
in?: ... Perhaps: the Iadian. representatives ;wil} be
stylod mssessors, instead of witnesses, and may sit in
s group togethar instead of singly befare the Parlia,
mentary Cammittes; . There may also be frea intery
changa of thoughi between-the groups. But auch
facilities, perhapa even more,. were afforded, to the
dndian Committes at the time of the Simon Com.
mission. They did nob satisfy.
Is it conceivable that, if, the Parljamentarx
Committes, upon which the Conservatives will have
# olear majority, decide what is to go into the bill, it

will be anything like what it would have been'under |
the old proctdure under which the three British
Parties had . cach the ‘same numerical strength?:

Will Dominion Statuas be discernible im its provi-

sions? WAl the safegnardsbe as few and as slight

SRINIVSA . SASTR.L

as thoy should be if they wers to be entirely
in the proved interesta of India? As 1inem o¥
affairs and students of British history, we fear,
now that the outward activities of Congress have
beett more or Jess completely brought under, that the
Congervative Party wish to use the opportunity to
donserve and oconsolidats what remains of British
domination both in the political and the economic
sphieres, He must be rash who asserts that this fear

i {ll-founded and unjust.

But it may be asked, were tha Liberals true to

* their own principles in adopting the extreme course

of abstention? Was it not their duty to set aside
emotion and follow reason? Knowing that the Conser-
vatives had ihe strength of a gisnt and would use it

" iike a giant and knowing further tha.t it might be
“*long before this strength was dissipated, shouid ther

not have been realists enough and patriots enough to
got the best terms they could for their country ? These
considerations were [ully present to my mind.

" was also oppressad by the probability of a combina-

tion, open and avowed, of the minorities and the
British with the attendant risks of chronic and acute
communal warfare. But I could not blind myself -
to the faot that, even if thera were a possibility of
effective service, it was blocked by the humiliating
conditions. The authorities who changed procedure
and certainly meantio change policy must have mado
up their minds that they could do without the help of
persons who, while carefully disavowing the methods
of Congress, were always supporting the main part
of its aima and pleading for its being conciliated and
brought back to the counsels of Government.. The
proceedings of the Round Table Conference in its last
days produced the suspicion that the Indis Office .
might feel relieved if its dubious ailies dropped out
and left it with those “friends™ witk whom it oould
not break, and who would not break with 'it, It is
difficult in such conditions to offer so-operation. And
when Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra and Mr. Jayakar, with -
whom -fhe Liberal Party had ollaborated fully,
found themselves raduced to impotence -and deapalr,
only one sourse was open,

' v Mueh is made of the declaration that the -provi-
niond for the politiocal reconstruction of India would
be embodied in one bill and considered by Parlia-
thent af one and the same time. The point has also
beoen made olear that ho provines In British: India
will "be allowed to canvass the wisdom or unwisdom
of an All-India Foderation, Taken together, these two
statements go far te allay apprehension. But they
do nof go far enough to removeé it altogether. Nobody
denies that logically provineial autonomy snd res-
ponsibility at the federal centre ars separable idess.
PBut if their inter-dependence s tecognised to the
‘extent of including them in one bill and if they were
‘promised together by the British Cabinet towards the
-ond of last year out of deferance to the susoceptibilities
of a considerable section of the Round Table Con-
forence, why is auch emphasis laid on the necessity
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of bringing one part into. oﬁar&tioh ‘before” the other ? ]
What is the need for an interval-at sll? How long |

will it be? It is true & faint demand for s fully
responsible administration is heard from vertain
people in certain provinces. But it has the appsarande
of being an artificial stimulation rather than s spon-
taneous desire, Nearly everyone that asks for it
admits his anxiety that federal responmhlhty
ghould follow and follow quickly. Now provineial
autonomy before faderatlon comes into enstenoe
and provincisl autonomy sfter federation has come
into existence are, both from a constitutional and a
practical point of view, different things, and the
transition from the one to the other cannotbe effocted
without disturbancetothe administration, The passage

.from the present condition into provincial autonomy

must also be of a very considerable character; other-
wise it would not be so much desired, Is it wige, un-
less it were an absolute necessity, to effect two disturb-,
ing changes of the kind within a short interval ? The
unwisdom is so apparent that one cannot resist the
feeling that the advacates of this double change have
something else in their minds. Some may fear that the
second step will be indefinitely delayed and desire to
go ahead with what is immediately feasible, Others
perhaps hope that, once the second step is delayed, it

" may be frustrated altogether, The Simon Commission

orgued that units of federation must be some time on
their feet before they could prove themselves, M’any'
men now in high office really think that provineial
sutonomy ia itself 'a big experiment and that it is
the height of political unwisdom to take in hand
snother equally big experiment like foderation along
with it

A Mussalman meeting held recently in Bengal
demands .that the Crown must devolve powers
in the first instance  on the provinces and -thsas
subsequently these provinces should judge for
themselves whai part of fhess powers . should
be entrusted to a federal centre. The Princes
do not seem even yet to be decided as a body about
the wisdom of federating with Britishk India,. while
same, who grant the wisdom, make demands which
are so extravagant as to be impossible. The big All-
India services, whoss influance is unsesn but ondy the
more potent for that reason, are nafurally averse to
a scheme which would circumscribe their funo-
tions and their prestige. Once Parliament sanc-
tions the precedence in time of provincial auto-
nomy, many important details mnecessary for the
introduction of the second step will be left :to be
determined in the . interval. For jif they could. be
determined before the enactment,of -the Act, there
would be no reason for the postponement.of central
responsibility. Now, how could these essential de-
taile be settled, while wholly autonomous provinces
were functioning, except at a meeting or ‘convention
at whioh their duly authorised delegates conferred
together ? It would then be in the power of any

single province to defeat in detail what ‘the Govern- .

ment now preciudes it from defeating on -principle.
Moreover, the fear is notddle that during vthe inter-
val acute trouble will arise or be made to arise°

'which will Arive constitutional advance out of peo~

ple's minds., These are the powerful considerationa
that made the Counoil of the Liberal Fedoration re-
solve that the two parts of the scheme of reconstruction -
should be matured and introduced simultaneously as
one whole.

LIQUIDATION OF WAR.

HAT Sgr. Mussolini ' oalled “the tragie book.
W' keeping of war” hae at last come to sn end. - A
. finsl and definitive ‘adjustment of the repara~
tions problem has been reached by agreement between
Germany on the one hand and the creditor powers on
the other, and thus the ground is prepsred for the
removal of the barriefs which so long prevented
world recovery. It would of course be wrong to say
that the reparation payments which Germany had to
make constituted the sole cause of economic depresss

_ion and politioal disturbance in the post-war world,

but it is. unquestionably ond of the most potent causes
of the present breskdown in the machinery of
commerce and industry and the. poisoning of poli-
tical relationships betweer. nations. The settlement
of the reparations problem jg thus, as the preamble
to the Lansanne agreement declares, only a prelude
to snd. “an. earnest .of further international ¢o-
operation which must be applied fo economic and
political spheres and rejection of all possibility of
resort to arms and violence,” The new spirit “of
ooncession and.co-operation which has been generated
in bringing to & eudcessful issue the economis
question of reparations cannot but be developed and
extended later to the politico-economio question of
tariffis and other purely politicel questions
like that of overgrown armaments. The solution now
reached may thus be expected, if the present temper
continnes, to the beginning: of & new .world .order,
both économioally and politically. .

' The solution is es8 satisfactory as might have
been desired, The token payment which Germany is
oslled’ uponto pay is 2,700 million marks mek
Under the Dawes Plan she was to pay 2,500 million
marks every year for a period which was left indefi-
nite and was apparently ‘meant to be interminable.
Under the Young Plan the number of annuities was
fixed at 59, and the average amount of the annuity
for the - first -37 years was 2,050:6 million marks
Roughly, therefors, Germany is now asked to pay,
in complete discharge of all her reparation debt,
what would have been cue from her in 16 months
on the basis of & 59-year liquidation. Sheis to issue
bonds ‘when market conditions are favourable and sha
is in any oase to make no payment for three years
from now. The agreement is to come into force afier
it is ratified by the various governments conocerned,
and .afték the United States revises her debk setile-
ments with them, and all reparation payments are to
be suspended till this is done. What must be even
mors satisfactory to Germany than a drastic scaling
down of her debt is the fact that the debt will mo
jonger be designated as reparation debt. The sole- .
war-guilt theory of the Treaty of Versailles has gone
to the discard, and the future payment by Germany
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vill be regarded as her - contribution to the restore-
fon of world economy in general and the reconstruc-
ion of Eastern and. South-Easfern, Europe in

mriioular. The sense of injustice ,under which |

Jermany has been rankling :ever since the Treaty
was forced on her will ‘thus ‘be removed, and ghe
will be enabled to take her place as an equal among
aations, which is the one ambition. whioh ghe has
been cherishing sinca the termmatmn of the war,

nir »The Lausanne settlement inevitably entails
wcrifices of 8 varying smount. upon Germany's
yeditors, Even the nominal sum which Germany is
io pay will not be distributed among them,, but is to
10 into.a Recounstruction Pool,.of .which they will
10t bp the beneficiaries. The arrengement so long
n force was that of the sums .payable. by Garmary,
s parg was passed on by her creditors fo other credi-
org under the war-bebt agreements and .the rest was
wtained by them for their own use, . Thus France
vas .fo refain last year $98 millign, Great Bri-
ain, $20 and. Italy $3. Under the new arrange-
nent, till the inter-Allied debt agreementa and the
sgreements with the U, 8, A, are reviewed, these
sountries will not only have no net surplus, but their

sutpayments will exoceed Ltheir receipts, and the net

losses to thom will be: France $103 million, Great
Britain $67, and Italy $36. When the principle of the
»lean slate will be applied not only to reparations
but also to war debts, all thess powers will of course
2ave nothing to pay and nothing to receive; but the
Jnited States to whom no part of reparations are ta
f will be a olear loser, Her total receipts from
jurgpean countries amount annually to $239 million
nd i would be a dead loss to her when the war debis
ite wiped out.

‘i Indeed the United Statel ia ina very dlﬁiuult-
sosition. ‘What she did when she lent money to the
European oountries was fo sell bonda to the American |
publio and to apply the money thus:raised to the pur-
shaseof honds of the Eurcpean govermments. .Thus
ihe American loans were to be self-enpporting and
rever aburden to tha Americantaxpayers, Alroady the
Tnited States has made large concessions in the fund-

og of the debts contracted by the borrowing nations,

1o that these debts now represent .a much smaller
imount than when they were first entered upon, . If
0. bop of this both reparations and war debts are now
wnealled, while . European countries would obtain
aljef, the entire cost of cancellation would fall upon
he Amerioan people, and. that tco on account of a
Buropean war in which the United States never
had any direot interest, Wauld she then agres to
bave an additional oharge of nearly $250 million

b year be thrown upon her budget,. whioch even
M it is she finds such sericus difficulty in
aringing into balanca ¥ That is the orucial question
which faces the world at this moment, and
wmnless a satisfactory answer is found for it,
the solution now proposed at Lausanne cannot be
jub through. On this point conflicting news is bemg
sabled to this country. The latest news contained in a
Washington telegram dated the 9I;h inst, is extremely
lisconcerting. It runs thus: "TheStute Department

announces that there is- no ohange in the- Umhad
States Government's’ attitude regardmg war debts
from the views’ 'outlined by President Hoover in
June, 1931, when he declared that he did not approve
of further cancellation of debts,” This roannot ; habe.
ever bo regarded as:a  considered opmion. nnd we
may sbill hope. thag it may undergo revision.

 After all,the choice which confromts the Untited:
States is, as has been well said, whether thy debt
settlements-. are::f0. be readjusted ‘by agreement ot
through defaulti - Germany at present is '‘unable to-
pay -reparations and. even .what she paid in bettew
times was derived. largely from the loans advanced
privately by American oitizens.: Whehn these loans:
stopped after 1929 Germany. found: that she had no:
resouroes left to pay off her reparation debt with.:
The ultimate source of the payments made by
European. countries to the United States on account:
of their borrowings is thus in large mesasurs the
American loans. It will therefore make very little:
differancs 'in substance’ whether: the United States:
‘Government -eancels the war debts of the Allied
countries. and levies upon ite citizens an additicnal
bnrden of taxation to the tune of $250 million a year,
or whether Gormany defsults the loans made to her
-on private acoount in order to enable her to pay her
reparation debt. Bul ocanecllation by the creditor
is' infinitely: betier,: .both morally and: politically
than a default by the debtor.. Nor oan it be :gnored;
that reparations and debts are the principal oauses of.
the.'depression and distress which has led to -the
collapae in commodity prices and therefare to higher
taxation. - The: enlightened American citizen wil}
'therefore, .prefer. paying :larger taxes at a- time of
- business recovery - ta paying smaller taxes at a time
| of business’ recession. It is thus uwltimately #o the
i advantage of the United Siates herself that she should
i forago: 450 million' dollars & yearand thus help in
| the advent of world TeCOvery.

No one will find it ‘in his heart to blame the
United States for insisting that the FEuropean
countries shall reduce their armaments before she
i reviows the debt agreements which they have entered
into” with her. In 1930-31 theso' coantries together
' paid $215 million to the United States on mocout of

| the war debts, but, it is ealculated, they spent eight

times ‘as much -on armaments, viz. $1,800 million,

' If this waste is stopped orat any rate ‘severely
' ohecked by the United States' insistence, the world
' will have much o be thankful for. And affer dis~
armament, the lowering of tariff walls will have to

come. . .4 propos of this, a private Member repeated
in the House of Commons the other day for the benefit
of the United Btates, the eold proverb that a man
with money is poor but a man with rothing but
money is poorer. The United States by hor tariff
polioy is placing herself in this position, and the
spirit of cc-operation that Lausanne will set into
motion cannct but lead o a reversal of this policy
not only in the United States. but in Europe
a8 weoll o
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PRIMARY EDUCATION 'IN BOMBAY
PRESIDENCY.—IL

HEN the Compulsory Education Act- provided
that the immediate administration of elementary
education should be handed over to the local

‘bodies which should be required o met up special
school boards with a prescribed composition and with
-8 competent sdministrative officer, it was supposed by
everybody—it was oertainly my intention—that the
-arens whioh were .to form the units of -educationa]
administration should be of some : considerable \siza,
This is an absolute necessity if the administration
is to be at all reasonably efficient. The administrs-
tive machinery is costly,snd the overhead expenses
of ecompetent 'and -reasoriably paid administrative
©fficers, supervisors, ete., would be too much for
small units, The eadre of the teachers in the arcamust
e fairly big to allow for opportunities of promotions
and transfer and even for the institution of mpecial
training facilities for the teachers, Specialisation in
some branches .and the provision of some kind of

wocational training:on whioh the Legislative Council -
rightly insisted during the passage of the bill - would
be impossible if the unit of administration istoosmall, -
All these and other disadvantages of minute local:

aress were £0 obvious to anybody at all conversant
with problems of educational administration that in

full agreement with the then Director I had intended’

£0 make only whole districts and towns over a lakh

-—or at the most fifty thousand—in population into.

independent educational authorities. But it appears
that this necessary precaution wus cast to thé winds
inthetimeof Mr. Jadhav, and several small municipa-
lities .that asked for it were given 'the privilege of
being independent educational authorities; The natural
result wes that in these municipalities everything
militated against efficiency. The. administrative

officer was often psid less than a ‘hundred fupees

per month, A teacher became an intolerable burden
as scon he became senjor and earned & few more
increments on the time scale, and attermpis were made
to get, rid of him by transfer and employ a jumior
and less costly man in his place. The. members of
the sohool board having to be elected from a limited
field, they could not be as well qualified for their
work &s they should be and offered increased oppor-
tunities for intrigue and khatpat,

The rules to ba presoribed by . Government for
the congtitution of school boards and the qualifica-

t13ns of their mambers should have been go made as

to minimise risks of a breakdown. Onre of the -qua-
lifications of members should have been a reasonable

educational status, We occasionally find that some

of the members now are even illiterate. T have been
fold that the post of & member presenta opportunities
for ocorruption as a ocertain preminm is pafd to
sone members by teachers who wish to get & desir
able transfer or appointment, ‘and an - offer of
twenty-five or fifty rupees for procuring it presents
20 great & tempatation for some members who have
hardly any visible means of subsistence. ‘It has
been siggested to me that to avoid such risks of

csrruption some evidenoe of financial independence
should be required of candidates for membership:
but -I can see the diffioulties of making any
such rule a8 well as its inherent inconsistency
with the demooratic principle. Suoch risks ocould
have been avoided or 8t any rate reduced if there
ware adequate and competent (Government inspectors
in each district who would bring such cases into the
light of publioity,

However the elections to the school board may go
~-and we know that the goddess of the polling booth
does not always orown the fittest—the Act providéd
that the'Government can, if they choose, nominate's
fow membera to the board in addition. This provision
wag intended to fill up any obvious lacunge in the
representative character of the board or to make it
educationally more competent. But if reports that one
hears are to bé believed thess nominations are nok
alwaysmade on these considerations. The nominatiors:
have been somebimes used as a way of rewarding
friends of Goverhment or dependents of friends ' of
Government without regard to suitability from the

-educational’ point ‘of view, just as in olden dayms

illiterate men were occasionally nominated to fellows-
ships ‘of some Universities as if a Fellowship was &
kind of subsidiary Rao Bahadurship. It is not too
much to expect of an educations] Minister that he
should make these nominations on grounds of merit
alone a8 on an efficient school board depends the
efficiency of elementary education in its ares. ‘Thd
Minister cannot entirely disclaim responsibility for
loss of efficiency and throw it on the school boards oF.
the Act until he can show that he has exercised the
utmost ‘eare in 6very respect so far as it is in his
power, The Minister and his deparfment have aiwd
soms say in the appoiritment of administrative officers,

' for (Gtovernment danction is required for every such

appointment -and Government veto should be used
only to turn dowr an obviously unsuitable chioce
and not to further any communil or individual
interests. ‘

The want of adequate progress in elementary

. education in the Presidency is of course largely du#

to the financial stringenoy from which it has beeit
suffering for the last ten years and more. I wish to,
make every allowance for the Ministers on this head

' and sgree that large schemes involving immense out=

lay were barred fromi financial considerations, But'l

“eannot acquit them of their responsibility for ‘th:é:'

dilatoriness in making rules under the Act or under
the other Act dealing with local self-government
The Compulsory Education Act received the sanction
of the Govenor, I believe,early in 1923 and & year
would have bben quite sufficient to bring it into.
operstion. But it did mnot actually come into
operation for two ~years when fithe financial:
stringency became very severs and all energies had
to be directed ‘to retrenchment rather thsn to ex-
pansion. Asa matter of faot oneor two districk
boards ' sctually fmposed sdditional taxation snd'
prepared schemes of compulsion soon after the Actwas
passed: But the proceeds of this taxation remained
uvnuged in the bank and the schemes when sent up
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40 Government remained unconsidered on the office
ahelves so long that all enthusinsm of those {boards
necegsarily evaporated. If some of the schemes had
repieved immediate sanction before the finanoial
siringency bocame too. acute, these: at least wouldj
have got going and would have provided valuablq

REPARATIONS A

.-
H E Lausanne Conference has made a good begin-

ing. Encouraging comwents from the press and
generous utterances from prominent personalities are
-showered like so many blessings upon its cradle stage.
1 am bappy”, said Mr. Herriot for instance,
“hocause the settlement of European problems is

A

henceforth included in & univereal frame. It 'isalso

& matter of satisfaction to me that the thorny problem.
«of the moratorium has found its most logical solu-
tion”" The Hoover moratorium, which was due to
expire on the 30th June has in fact been prolonged
for the duration of the Conference. * An Interna-
+ional Conference ™, further said Mr, Herriot, ** ought:
not to be B merry-go-round, by which I mean thata
question should not be -allowed to tura round and
round and come up again and again for disoussion.
without any solution ever being reached.,” “ If we
want peace, we must ask public opinion to help us.™
In this anxious Europe of to-day still poisoned by the
bitter fruits of the last war, is there one single being
-who does not ardently desire peace? Yet when ore
passes from the stage of mere enunciation of princi=
pales to that of practioal detailed nesotiation,
particular interests and old rancours are awakened
-and actunl agreement proves far from emsy.
#nl Teuth to tell, sll eountries now realise that the
various problems are one, and that it Is impossible to
isolate one aspect without all the others surging up:
.But the difficulty comes in exactly because one coun-
try would like to take up one point and another &
different one. Each acknowledges that a partial soln-
tion is 'imposaible, and yet they are not able to agree
.on-.any general settlement. Disappointment and
nerveusness puccaeded in Lausanne to the initial
«optimism, and it is no use denying that the Con-
farence passed through & very eritical phase. Agree-
ment, at least on the method of tackling the problems,
was earnestly being eought through private conver-
sations as well.' But even the talks batween Mr:
Horrict and My, MacDonald did not appear to justify
the hopes they had aroused. The chief subject of
-disagresment was said to be the question of repara-
tions, Mr. MacDonald advoocating their. complets
gsuppression while My, Herriot seemed to consider it
impossible, at least without some kind of substantial
.compensation, Nevertheless the atmosphere of these
conversations was absolutely ocordial ; Mr. Herriot
did bis best to persuade, and if Mr. MacDonald did
not espouse the French cause’ in the-end, he had at
Jesat agreed not to ignore it, and to study favourably
the memorandum which waa to be drafted by the
French Finance Minister, Mr, Germain Mariin, A
further stage of Franco-German negeotiations was
.them entered upon, ) ' '

: - DISARMAMENT. . .
- In the meanwhile, the coup de theatre of the

American proposal diverted the attention to Genevs; -

Preaident Hoover muggested that a reaction of one«
third in all world-armaments should be introduced.
Ag ocould easily be foreseen, this proposal bas produoed
many and diverse reactions, On the whole it has
been favourably received, not however without roe

experienoce for. the future. Moreover, when the
finanoial resources were restricted, there was the
more reason for seeing that all the money availabla
gave the best return in educational results. i

R. P. PARANJPYR, °

ND WAR DEBTS.*

I

“serves’ and ' diecordant’ notes, . Among Americans
themselves it has been considered as an electoral

" manoeuvre in view of the nearing presidential elec-

tion in America, In some extreme French ocircles it
has been viewed as & manner of agressive blacks
mailing against France. Mr. Paul Boncour, in his
courteons and documented reply to the American
proposal, has reoalied a fact worthy of notice, though'

, it i3 seldom esmphasised, namely, that France is the
. eountry- which has disarmed the most extensively v

' the course of the 1ast ten years: 56 divisions in 1922

against 24 - divisions. in 1932, - The three years mili-
- tary servios has besn ourtailed to a year and s half

and then further to one year.  Im 1913, there were

: 810,000 men- in arms ;' in 1930, 522,000 only, among’
" whom 317,000 only sre affected to the defence of the
| mother-country. - And Franoe “has not got like Gers

many 150,000 schupos and 200,000 to 300,000 Hitler
militiants!| It has been algo pointed out that the
practioal control of disarmameént would meet with

. oonsiderable diffioulties, one of the reasons being the'
" existence 'in: some ocouniries of non-official military

organisations whose training and fighting oapacity
are often. superior to those of regular troops. It is
pimple  to: proolaim ' disarmament, it is far more
difficult to organise its practical realisation, whick
alone can-ansure peace. - Nevertheless, the  American
proposal. will probably act as a very useful stimulug
not only in Geneva,: but in Lausanne sa well, and in
linking up the work of both Confersnces. The Euro-
pean conoeption has been to make the question of war
dabts depend. on the solution of the reparations pro-
blem. The Amerioans appearnow determined to enforos
their own method of attaching the settloment of war
debta to the disarmament queation, ; The point can be
disputed, but there is. certainly common sense in
suggesting & reduction in armament expenses as a
remedy to countries who are bitterly complaining of
economic and finanocial difficulties. On the whole,
under the pressure of the American ultimatum, the
European nuations will feel still more keenly the
pressure of the present, economie problems and the
urgency of giving them m workable solution. This
oan only be found threugh international cooperation.

The  Franco-German. conversations have hada
oordial and hopeful beginning. Mr. von Papen agreed
on principal to the right of Franes to cliaim com-
peneasion. Both he and Mr. Herriot left for the week-
end to consult with their respective Govérnments,
Nogotiations have been resumed on Monday 27th,
but not perhaps with the same sucocess, - After having
confered with the Marshal-President and other Ger-
man leaders, Mrz. von Papen seoms to have been
orderad to return-a entegorical “ no ™ on behalf of his.

.. ."Informationhasbeen gathered from: {a) an articloon
uDebtg and Raparations”, in the “Revus de Paris” (let June
'193%), by Henry Berenger (who oonoluded the Mellon-Berenger
Agreemeont}, former Ambassador of France at Washington,
President of the Senatorial’ Oommission on Foreign Affairs;
aud (3) two artioles ou the same question In “La Republique™
(9th and 11th June), by Mr, Emils Roche. Lloyd George's
book on the sabjeot oan also be referred to.
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Government to all :Propoesals ‘for iadjudtment, Mr.

MacDonsld has again discussed personally both with.

the French and the German representatives, and is

trying his best to secure an agreement, 'If the Con-
forence has-sometimes appéared to be on fhe breaking.
point, it must be remembered that no country has an

interest to bresk it. Xven in case disagreement per-

sists, some method shall probably ba devised to

eonceal the fact behind a veil of vague declarations,
and the establishment of spepial commiesions which -
may conducé enquiries-and -study questions in the.
quiet manner habitual to such organisations.

The question of Debis and Reparations constitutes |*

such an important faotor in the present Europesn
unrest that a short retrospective survey. may help to
understand the problem. '

The question of ‘the Reparations due from
Germany to the ex-Allied countries is of oourse inti-
mately connected with the general question. of the
war-debts contracted between the various countries
during and after the war,

Is it possible that nations can continue to live
much longer in the face of enormous. debts which
destroy cordiality of relationship? As soom as any
payment is considered, insuperable difficulties arise
regarding transfer and production. The production of
the paying country: becomes :a crushing burden for
the ofher producing countries; and.their inner.eco-
nomy suffers inasmuch =s they receive products in
payment of the money that is due to them,

: ‘REPARATIONS,

The sums spent by France for the reconstruction. of
the regions devastated during the war,including the
payment of war-indemnities, amountto £859million,
ar 103 to 106 milliard francs,

Payments asked from Germany :—The figures have
shown & steady deocrease on their 'way through the
various conferences ~which mpt. between 1919 and
1932, up to the Hoover moratorium, :the last having
perhaps sounded the .death-knell .of reparation pay-
ments, at least in their original form, |

The Boulogne Conference ({20th June 1919)
settles the figure of 269 milliard 'gold narks,
paysble by annuities. ( These annuities were to be:
from 1921 to 1926, 3 milliard gold marks; from 1926
to 1931, 6; and from 1931 to 1963, 7.) o

The Paris Conference (29th January 1921
settles the total debi figure at 226 milliard gol
marks, to whioh was added a tax of 127, on the value
of German exports for 42 years. T '

A few months afterwards, the Reparations
Lommission reduced the debt figure to 132 milliard
gold marks, with an annual payment of 2 milliards
plus 267 of the value of her exports at Germeny's
expense.

On the 14th November 1922, Germany begs for
# complete moratorium, The Governments, unable
to agree on a common policy, decide that each should
ot for itself. France and Belgium occupy the Ruhr
Province.

In April 1924, the Dawes Plan is introduced. Tt
implies annual payments which sre expected to in-
orease, from 1924 .to 1929, from 1 to 2:50 milliard gold
marks ( this last figure representing after 1929 the sum
for Germany’s payments ), As will be remembered,
the Dawes Plan, acoepted by the Herriot Government,
mvas the only one toeventuate in substantial 'results, |
previous payments having: been, for the greater part,
expended on the Rubr oocupation. -

In 1928, Germany js admitted into .the League
of Natlons and claims 8 complete and definitive
settlement of the reparations problem, A Commission |
of financial experts is constituted for that pyrposa, |

.. Iwo . oconferences, held at The Haguein August
1929 and January 1930, study . all possible solutions
and the Young Plan comes into effect in May 1930.°
By the agreement reached, payments are distributed:
over ‘a period of 60 years, according to an ascending-
ourve until 1966, and s descending cuxve afterwarde.
The payments which have tobe, onthe average, 1,989
million gold marks up to 1566, comprise an “unoon-
ditional ( non-deferable) part,” amounting to 660~
million gold marks, and s “conditional { deferable)
part,” amounting £o the balance, this Jatter payment
Ybeing made pestponable for two years,

Thus, Germany's annual psyments have Leen
reduced between 1920 and 1929 from 7 to about 2
‘milliard gold marks. T

Share of payment.—~In what menner have these_
payments been divided among the various countries ¥
'The Spa Conference ( in July 1920 ) fixed the follow-
ing percentages: 52 for France, 22 for Qreat
Britain, 10 for Italy,and 8 for Belgium. In 1925,
those percentages have been modified : Franoce 54-45,
'Great Britain 23'05, Belgium 475, A
_ How have paymenis been effected by Germany ¢—
By means of loane from foreign countries, the amount
borrowed from 1924 to 1931 remaining considerably
larger than the sums effectively paid { £.900 million,
against £.500 million, ) , .

Tt is, hewever, difficult to give a preoise figura
' for.the total amount of German payments, beoause of
varying estimates on that point. By the Reparations.
Commissionitisevaluatedat £1,010 million, contrary
to which .German’s estimate is £2,195 million., The
New York Institute of Political Economy arrives at:
an intermediate figure:  £1,505 million, Discussionc
around those figures has been opened by Cermany,.
and encouraged by Anglo-Ssxon nations, Even in
France, . some people are of the view that these
divergent figures ought to be aubjected to expert exa--
mination, However, the average Franch opinion has-
been, up to now, that France had the right to receive*
the sums mentioned by the Young Plan, since it waa:
meant fo ba definitive and to commercialise, sa ta
say, the German debt, rendering it thereby unques--
tionable,

This juridical conception, which views an agree-’
ment ag definitive because of itacontractusal character,
has Often: been brought ss a reproach against the
Frenoh:: In spite of its evident justice ana logioy it
has been constantly opposed lately by a different
and more supple conoception, which, if practical re-
alisations is primarily considered, is perhaps mere’
apt to follow all the fluctuations of life and meet its!
necessities : this consists in the present instance-ime
taking into account as an esseniial factor the eapas-
city of paymenst of the debtor country, whatever its
formal engagements may be. It is fair tosay thal.
this consideration has long been. present in the mind
of French statesmen and it can be traced as far asthe-
Mellon-Bérenger and Churchill-Caillaux agresmentesx
But while it appeared bold at that time, it has. now
been accepted 88 inevitable by the largest part of
publio opinion. :

Delays and moratoria have become current even
between Allied countries, and unemployment provides-
an excuse too ‘urgent to be questioned, since all are
guffering so cruelly under its pressure. Is then the
cancellation of payments solemnly guaranteed by
contracts to be considered asunavoidable? In any
case it is evident that the question of reparations.
cannot be considered apart from the question of debts
between the various gountries, and that in some way
or other the oirculation of money must be sti:_nulnted
anew to render international exchanges posaible, .

In fact, all the problems before the Lausanne-

Conference ara subordinate to a gettlement between
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Earope and the United States. -It haa been all the

more deplored that the Americans so often delibe-
rately remain outeiders to European affairs, As Mr,
Bérenger says, the United Staies have invested their
fortune in Europe : 11 miliiard doliars on war debia
and 10 milliard doilars on private eredits. . To refuse
to take part in European affairs amounts fo taking
the risk of becoming bankrupt with their dsbtors.
The Iast American proposal seems to indicate tha
they have awakened to the fact. Whatever motives
may be asoribed to it, in making the question of debts

subservient to that of disarmsment, it tends to avoid |

intercontinental conflicts and mauguratea thereby a
world-politica. .

Pa.ris 1. Monm

@ur Geneva @etm. |

( From Our own Gomsponden!. )
GENEVA, $nd July
(BY AIRMAIL,)
THE AMERICAN PROPOSA.L

HE most outstandmg event of the Tast few days

- has been President Hoover's dmarmament pro-

- poeal, .Of all responsible plans of this nature

30 far put forward at Geneva, it is undoubtedly the
most radical, and coming at & fime 'when the Dis-
armament Conference was steeped in gloom, it has

jom much to rouse the hops and temper of the Assem-
_:Iy. which at the present time is engaged on the most
‘mportani task confronting our generation. The-

American programme lays down that all the arma-

nenta of the world. shall be reduced by nesrly one-
hird, by about thirty per cent.; military and aerial |

'orces -to contribute'their abatements in the same
neasore as naval. That all armies shall be reduced
1y one-third, so far as concerns the number by which
‘hey excesd the minimum fixed for Germany and the
Central Powers under the Peace Treaties, additional

‘equirements for oountries with overseas possessions

0 be: allowed for and separately computed. That
1specially aggressive and destructive weapons, includ-
g $anks, all mobile guns of large calibre, all bomb-
ng aecroplanes’ and submarines above 1,200 tons
ihall be sbolished. That the Washington Treaty
wmber and tonnage of battleships shall be reduced
oy oné-third, That the Treaty tonnage of cruisers,
lestroyers, and airoraft carriera shall be reduced by
ane-fourth. K That the Treaty tonnage of pubmarines
isall be nduoed by one-third, and that no nation shall
retain: & total- spubmarine tonnuge greater than
35,000 tona,

. These proposals have been variously criticised
and gt is far from likely that they will be generally
socepted. - Opinion in Japan ia prone to regard them
a8 & scheme based on Amerioan reguirements and
directed speoially against Jspan. In France, the
stitiojem has been freely expressed that the effect of
ascting on them so far as that country is concerned
would be to make its position partioularly vulnerable
snd France oould acospt them even as a basis for
negotiations only on being provided with guarantoes
lar her securily in the shape of pacts, In England,
where the declaration has been welcomed as a bold

" purpose.
| Conference and provided a new approach fo the pro-

33

presentation of the right principles at an’' appropriate -
time, it is held that the American plan can hardly be -

accepted by the. ; Britigh. Government in its present-
form. Sir John Simon has proposed amendments,
which the Manchester Guardian in an editorial article

-entitled ' * Simple Arithmetic* inits fssue of 28th
June has shown to be little more than demands dn
our European frienda” to reduce their coastal

defences and consequent budgets.

. Nevertheless, the Hoover declaration, even if,as -

it is alleged, it is: no more. than the usual election

| tactic, which seems to bave becomesan inseparable

part of western democarcy, has served a most ussful
It haa instilled hope into the Disarmament

blem. It has served to remind the world and Europe

that to the Government and people of the United:.

States, the reduction of n.rmnments is stlll the most
mterestmg internatjonal issue.

This last is; » more 1mportsnﬁ oonsxderatlon

{ than it is apt to sppear at first sight, especially in.-
When, not so long sgo, the world nconor_nio H
| blizzard first swept through the American continent,”

India,

it had the effect of shaking many American concep-

LN

tions whioh had come to. be considered unalterable.,

American prosperity, American fundamentalism, the
policy of high wages, isslotionist politics, prohibi-

tion, protectiva tariffs,’ restrictions on immigration-

and cent, per cent, individualism—all thess were

deemed to be of a piece, entering into the fabric of &
civilisation whose material 'magnificence dazzled.
the etill dreamily and idealistioally democratic mind -

of Europe.

In its own way the twentieth century
material development of ‘America seemed tqQ open..

endless vistas and extend into the infinite, as the "
political righteousness of Victorian radicalism had .
appeared to & previous generation:. on this side of

the Atlantic. Like'with. all ‘things in that vast:
country, the orisis cama with glgantm ‘gtrides,.

bringing in its train.such misery as had seemed to;
Americans to be possible only in old Europe. The.

first result of this was that the facile optimism of a
youthful people received a rude shock, The next
result quickly followed: Europs, for the first time

aftor the War, began to think that she was not g0

badly off after all and could still retrieve lost ground
and rotain her leadership. To this feeling must be
attributed the atmosphere of hope in. which the
Lausanne Conferencestarted its work.

Lausanne has now shown that, not#il:hsta.nding-

her ten million or more unemployed and the great
shock to her system,the United States still remains

the inevitable, unalterable and dominant factor in”

European politics,. Notwithstanding all the accepted
facts of the situation France and Germany cannot.

put a formal end to the reparations or war debts’

question without the United States also forming
party to the transaoction, and it is perhaps not with-
out significance that, realistio as ever throughout
these negotiations, the British.-Government has never
done anything whish oan even remotely be interpreted*
as sffacting its relations with the United Stafes, 80
far as the debts are concerned. President Hoover's

i
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disarmament declaration must be considered sn
intimation, as :p‘l‘ainlyj1 stated as one nation oan put
such a proposal to ancther in our era of Austinian
conceptions of sovereignty, thaluntil the Europesn
nations have taken firm. decisions with regard to the

redhoi:ipg m ttl;e'i;fgi’eﬁts. _
Ow Zandon Leiter,
o { Frém our Corranpondent.;) -
(BY AIR MAt)
- - Lowpo, 2nd July.
INDiA AT THE CROS3.ROADS. |

to get things done well, quiokly, and decisively:
who takes a sword and cuts the Gordian knot. Tt a!l
looks s0 easy and simple, and there is nothing left to
do but to pick #p the frayed ends and deposit thém' in
the rubbish bin., Buf then unforiunately - the .strong
man’s troubles nsually begin, and he has to think of
what next. There are all sorts of things jostling
each other for first position next and his '‘Gordisn

knot sooh reappesra to the sirong man in some new"
form, and he then has to decide whether he will re-

peat the experiment or try the more ;patient way.
Now Sir Samuel Hoare was never..cut out for the
part of a strong man, nor does he look the part. He
is usually bland and urbane, though he can at times,
as when people like Dr. Privat annoy him by their

frank and diseriminating oriticism on' the ‘methods”

and consequences of British administration in India, te
waspish with 8 sort of feminine jrritation. Hoe is,
therefors, not exactly the right kind of person by
tempersment to do the bold, audacious and ruthless
thing. « That is why, when one comes to examine and

analyse his speech in the House 1ast Monday,:
delivered in his usual precise and even prim dickion,:

the lucidity of his argument did nob altogether dis-

guise the barrenness of ideas, and- the complete

absence of imagination and understanding displayed
throughout the proceedings by the Secretary of State.

The gracefulness of the skating rink performer, the |
easy movements of the lawn tennis expert, the agility -
of the political fencer. are all of them pleasant to

watch as part of & game and as having little {0 do

with the serious things of lifs, notwithstanding the
prominence given to them in the daily Pressand the

largeness with which they bulk in .the life of a
member of the Cabinet; but the welfare of & great

nation suffering the -agonjes of extreme, poverty and
economioc depression, ms the Labour Opposition’

ppokesmen showed India to be, requires something
mors than superficial skill in debate and dialectical
clevernass,

Examined; therefors, as a.serious contribution

towards the pacification of Indis and the re-establish-
ment of concord and confidence between her and Bri-

tain, Sir Samuel's analysis of the ‘Indian- situation

was entirely unconvineing to anybody in close touch
with the realities of that situation, He waa satisfied
to acoept thg view of the Governments in India that
they had gained control over Congress activities, and
he naturally preferred’to interpret it, assumihg it to be
true, as evidence that the situation was rettling down,
that discontent was diminishing, that disaffection
waa disappearing, and that the way was gradually
being cleared for such reforms as the Tory Party in
Parliament might permit and asuthorise the Govern-
ment to carry through, None of the finer shades of

the psychology of tha situation ever at any point
" seemed to onter into the picture so far as he was von-

| verned. It -did not appear to have oocurred to himx
| that there -might be entirely different explanations..

more closely eorresponding to. reality offered to those-

: aken Lrm. d 3 Wit { of a more understanding and discriminating mind,
veduction of armanents, they need not expegt any

T can say from very personal knowledge drawn

| from a considerable number of people who oan speak

with authority that Sir Samuel fis- quite impervious.

¥ to all suggestions of oonciliation and negotiation, and
- | that the true interpretation of the Indian situation fw.

& widening of the area of discontent, & deepening of :
embitterment and suspicion, the driving underground
- of all normal Congress activities, and a tendency to

+. divert the youth of India from non-violence to its.-

.opposite. Thereawas in the spzech no real gesture of

4 reconciliation;- no -hope- held out that the Govermi.
| ment in the slightest degree recognised the prospect

HERE is at first sight something wery aktractive
in the spectacle of the big resolute man anxjous

‘that should, the Congress ees fit to contest the-
Provinoeial elections under the new constitution they
would in-most Provinces probably sweep the consti--

1 tuencies, in which case they -could form Ministries

-which would .in effect thwart the Cenfral Gov-
' ernment at every point, thereby produocing adminis--
trative chaos, or alternatively 1If they chose to boy--

‘| eotb the electiohs they would probably oarry with

' them such an amount of support as would render the
new legislatures sterile and the new Government im--
potent. In wither case the position of the Congress.
wouid have becomé 8o greatly ptrengthened that
willy nilly they must be negotiated with and conci--
liated on termp very different and at a price very
mueh higher than need be paid if friendly efforts at
reconciijation were encouraged at the present time.
The utmost that Sir Samuel was preparad to concede.:-
was u welcome back $o the Prodigal Son after a diet:
of husks with the swine. In other words,if Mr. -
Gandhi and the Congress choss to surrender the door
was always open to them. Poor psychology you
'will say, but then what else was to be expected with-
the Prime Minister entirely: absorbed with. inferns--
tional affairs of the first magnitude at Geneva and -
Lausanne and with hig ear - to the Washington tele-
phone? It is unfair to suggest, as is sometimes done-
in Opposition circles, that the Prime Minister has
lost interest in India. He is-not that kind of man;
but after all he is huinan; the economic world crisis -
is Bo vast and immediate that not even he with ali
his wits can squeeze more than wenty-four hours ous .
of a day, and he is thus left dependent in respect of
other grave matters, but not of such emergent im-
portance, upon men of much smaller ocslibre-and.
more insensitive to the things ef the spirit. e

A BREACH WITH THE PAST.
The other points brought out were of conrse the-
question of the kind of Bill to be ultimately intro-
duced, the time-table and the scheme of procedure.
Sir Samuel Hoare took credit for the decision thaw-
there was to be a single Bill dealing simultaneousty::
with Provineial Autonomy: and Federal central ress:
ponsjbility, with an intervening period between @he‘
coming into operation of the two parts. In reality
this situation has been forced upon the Government, It
was not in their minds originslly and there is no
single element of spontaneity about the Cabinet’s
decision in the matter, The truth is that the Cabinet:
have been forced into this position by the insistence

. of the Moderates. and the perspicacity of the Prime
Minister, who, I have reason to believe, had long ago
formed bis own conclusions in the matter. Dr.
Shafa’at Ahmed Khan's letter to the * Times” ‘made:
it olear that given a solution of the corumunal quessy
tion, the Mohammedans would stand. oub for pro-
vincial sutonomy even at the risk of not getting
federation at ail, That first stile has thus been

S

negotiated.” The Government profess to be more
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-£han anxious tp proceed with the utmost expedition to
#he introduction and passage of the Bill, ‘That, too,
is all to the good. There, I am afraid, it stops, What
Bill? Negotiated with whom and in what oiroum-
" stances ? . .And what is going to be done to avoid un-
necegsary delay, after the Bili is passed and provin-
-cial autonomy begins, in the bringing into operation
of the Federal scheme. It is here that thers ig room
for the gravest anxiety and pessimism,
'+ Every one tesalises that in announeing the aban-
donment of the Conference and the decision not even
%o'reconvene in London the Federal ' Structure‘ Coms-
_tnittee, the Government have gone back upon all their
promises and pledges in regard to equal consultation
and deliberation right nup to the.end. . The. summon-
dng here of a few selected persons.after the Consul«
tative Committes procesdings. areover,, in .order te
-pongider the Government propossls, both before .and
after the. introdustion .of .the, Bill, with: & Joink
,.$eleet - Committea ,-of .. Parlipment. and in. .an
informal manner, ‘ig. & device- that has deceived
nobody. . It can, however, -be. made: plausibly
{0 sppesar as & meang of expediiing the.introdnetion
and the passage of a Bill,-  There is-a; 1ot that is
attractive, especially to Liberal thinkers, in pressing
on' with' the introduction of s Bill without the
«expensive paraphernalia of another session of the
~Conference, and it has to'be borne in mind that no-
ody hets was édified by the proceedings of tho lask
#ession of the Conference. "The prospect of .half &
dozen men aside sitting round a table, bent upon
getring something done, is alluring to them, .and it
-might quite well have baen that had a third session of
‘the Conference as representative as it was besn held,
-the final negotiations in regard to the safeguards and
-otder .similar -matters would have had .to be dealt
with in this way as a matter of convenience, and
broughtbeforethe Conferance for formal confirmation.
Tnat, however, is very different from thé proposed
procedure whers the selected' persone ‘will have no
‘Fepresentative characte?, and - where their status
relatively to the Joint Seleot Committee : will be
dubicusand equivocal. In the circumstances proposed,
there could be no general agreement for a<Bill and
there: could be no certainty -that wpon its passags
through Parliament it would be acceptable to Indian
epinion, -The Tories were guick to realise tha im-
portance of the change, and they heartily supported
Sir S8amuel Hosre's exposition of the.new poliey
and procedure. Let thers be.an end of negotinted
agreaments and conferences, Away with all thig
talk and pother!  Let the Government .make up ite
own mind to do something quickly end let.Parlias
ment resume into its own hands its final authority
in the matter, Then all that India would have to do
would beto acospt the constitution that had thus
bpen decided upon, and all would bs well, Such was
$he Interpretation placed upon the Government's
dsolsion by Mr, Churohill snd his partisans, What-
over elss one may think of him, he iz a realist and
ruthlessly tears away the canouflage of glib official
spokesmen, The Opposition view ‘was that an end
had been made of the conference method, and thay
thus joined hands with Mr, Churchill in their inter-
pretation of Sir Samuel's statements. - !

‘WHAT ABOUT THE MODERATES?- -

* One passage, however, in the official statement
couched in oautious langusge and conosaled by. re-
ferences to {irrelevant matters, has, I think, not
received the attention thab it deserves, nor sm I
sure that the Opposition attaches to this the impart-
anoce that, if my interprotation 'of it bs correqt, it
undoubtedly merits. As I read it, the passage indi-
cates that if it should be found that this new
Proocedure is likely to have tha oonsequence that the
Moderates and their olose associates will havg no-

thing to do with the new method means will be found
to accommodate their views, ' Sir Samuel Hoara,
and” -his colleagues must have known-—thers wers
strong indications of this likelihood: from Prees tele-
grams recsived last wook-end—that Moderate leaders
bad indicated their strong dislikeand opposition to the
new programms and their refusal to fall in with it if
it- were persisted in. On Monday morning last there
reached here a warningi from a wall-informed Alia~
habad gentlemun, evidently in close touch with local
Moderate: opinion “( it was presumably - no-different
from Moderate opinion eleewhere ) that if the confers
ence method wore departad from- it would involve the
resignation-of-prominent -Moderate—members--of the
Consultative Committes, the revival and extension of
suspicion of British motives, and & serious set-back to
constitutional evolution, This message was at once
communicated to the India Office, Doubtless other

. more formal vommunications to's {liﬂ" ,Jeffect had

already temched thera from " Bimla. is for that
reason combined with the faot that 8ir Samuel Hoare.
himgelf admitted that communioations were passing
between here and :-India so late in the day that an
advance copy of the statement oould not ba given to
the Leader of the Opposition that I am led to the cons
dlusion that at the (ast moment a formula wag devis
ed to ennbie the Government, if they were hard put to
it by reason of Maderate insistencs npor. areburn-¢o
the old principle of conference and equal .negotia-
tion, to find & way of escape from an impossible
position and ‘put the ‘respohsibility for 'consequent
delay,, if any,in the production and pessage of the
Bill upon those who were so foolish ag to refuse tp fall
in with fhe new gcheme, , , - ., . .
“- Ontthe following day T obtq.ined'buri‘ous corrobo-~
yation For this impression in the courss of bonversae
tion with &  very 'well-informed pordondge in close
touch with eurrents of opinion at the’ India Office.
There hae evidently been s fluttering of the doveéots
thare, and aubject to the developments that may ocour
betwsen now and Wednesday 'week, when, ‘I uwaders
stand, the Leader of the Opposition intends to bring
the matter up again for elucidation by the Sacretary
of State on the 13th instant in the debaté on the Ap-
propriation Bill, T am very definitely of opinion that
the Moderates will find themselves inan impregnabla
position if they stand outflirmly and maké-it positive- .
1y clear that they 'will in no circumstances take any
part in the deliberations of ‘the Consultative Com-
mittee or the Iater proceedings it conjunotion 'with
ths Joink Select Committee of Parliament unlass thara
is a reversion in some form or other tothe formal .con-
ference method in as representative a manner as the
circumstances can produce. In any tase there would
be sufficient time for the Moderate ieaders to make up
their minds as to the action they should take between
now and the announcament of the Cabinet desisions
upon the communal questions Thess oanndt be reach-~
ed and announoced until the end of this montl” at the
earliest and possibly nob until soma time in Augtist.
The Prime Minister has to. wind up the'ELausanne
Conferance and to put the Disarmament. Conferenoce
at Geneva in a position to carry on hopefully bafore
he can divert his attenfion to other matters. He will
have to put in traio .preparation for the World
Economie Conference that {s now certai’ to mest—
tinder what auspices it is uncertain~—either -hdra or
in Geneva, A oonsidezable section of thae Cshineg
will, on the 13th Instant, be leaving for the Ottawa
Confersnce. The Irish trouble is at our doors and
will requixe delicate negotiation, - The rasuit wiil be
that it will still be some weeks bpfore the cpmmunal
dscision becomes known and the Consultative Com=-

' mittee will be fres to continug its task. In thag

time a good deal of elucidation may be’ expecied’ to
{;pk_e plave, and there is no immediate need for hasty
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‘action on the part of the Moderate leaders until they
have probed all the possibilities of the eituation,

Mzr. C; F. Andrews and other English friends are
now of opinion that the time has come for activity
beyond official and semi-official circles, and he has
been spending the last week at Oxford in close touch
with large and inflcential - gatherings of Ministers,
with a view to enlieting the ‘powerful help of .the
Churches in this matter of international reconcilia-
tion between Britain and India. -He is quite properly
of opinion that Geneva and Lausanhe are not the
ounly places where these methods should. be . adopted
and where peace should be preached,

 Wisellaneons,

| NEW REFORMS PROCE])UB‘.E.
PROTEST AGAINST SIR 8. HOARE'S
STATEMENT.
A meeting of Round Table Confernce delegates held
in Bombay ‘on Salurday the 9th inst. unanimously
adopied the following statement of views on the change in

the R, T.C. procedure announced recently by the Secretary
of State:—

M E E nndermentioned members of the Round
Table Conference, baving considered with. care

‘the -annéuncement made by the Secretary of |

State in the House of Commoris on-June 27, and -all
the statements .sincs made -in. explanstion thereof,
inoluding Sir Samuel Hoarg’s statement of July 7,
are constrained to come. to the conclusion that the
new procedure is entirely different in substance and

spirit from the Conference method as expounded by | |

Lord Irwin in October 1929, and July 1930, and by
the Prime Minister in December 1931,

They congider that. the new prosedure is sym-
ptomatic of a new policy and cannot produce in the
event a constitution at all so satisfactory as that
which the Conference method was designed to produce.
The result is bound to be & great aggravation of the
evils of the present .situation, It is the considered
and emphatic conoclusion of the signatories that the
maintenance of the Conference method is, as it was, an
essential condition of their co-operation and support.

(Sd.) C. H. Setalvad, V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, M. R,
Jayakar, C. Y. Chintamani, M. Ramachandra Rao,
Cowagji Jehangir (Jr.), A. Rangaswami Iyengar,
N. M, Joshi, k. Shiva Rao, B. V. Jadhav, Phiroze
Sethna, 8, B. Tambe and T. B: Sapru,

. The meeting also authorised the Chairman to
convey to Sir Tej: Bahadur Sapru and Mr. M. R.
J ayakar their full spproval and appreciation) of their
action In resigning their membership of the Consult-
ative Committee, '

LIBERAL COUNCIL'S PROTEST.
At a mesisng of the Council of the Nutional Liberal
Federation held in' Bombay on Sunday the 10th inst, the
Jollowing resolutions were passed :—

“The Couneil of the National Liberai Faderation
of Indis record their sense of great sorrow at the

death of Rao Bahadur Ramchandra Vishnu Mahajani
of Akola, a public-spirited eitizen who sucoeceded g
devoted Liberal the late Rao Bahadur K. G. Damalt
as President of the Berar Liberal League and rendered
distingnished public:services in “various capacities
and whose'death is‘m ‘great loss to' Berar and thd
Liberal Party, The Council offer their sympathy and
condolence to the bereaved family and the Berat
Liberal League,”

The Secretary of State's recent annoucement ir
the House of Commons was then considered mnd
after a prolonged discussion in which many member
t%ok ps;t, the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted :—

I “Having given careful consideration to the
Seoretary of State’s announcement of June 27, aa
well ms the subsequent explanations thereof, the
Council of the National Liberal Federation are ocon:

1 vinced that the procedure is a grave departure from

the policy of British and Indian co-operation on ar
equal footing in the working out of the future constitu
tion of Indis, on which plan and policy alone th¢
Federation resolved ‘to co-operate -wholeheartediy ir
the work of the Conference, -

~ “The Council protest emphatically against the
abandonment of the  Round Table Conference
| contrary to the pledges solemnly given on behalf ol
. His Majesty’s Government by Lord Irwin and the
Prime Minister, and the substitution therefor of s
method of action which eannot be expected to produce
| an agreed constitution, ' ‘

} “The Couneil, therefore, resolve to withhold co
| operation ‘in &ll further stages of the constitutional
inquiry and make it a condition of renewed co-opera-
' tion that the Round Table Conference method ie fully
' restored.

il. “The Council are emphatically of opinion
that. though the scheme of the new Constitution it
separabla into two parts, viz., Provinecial Autonomsy
and the Responsibility at the Federal Centre, the
scheme should be matured and introduced as ons
wholp as the existence of an interval between the
introduction of the twoparts is sttended with serious
disadvantages and risks.

III. “While the Liberal Party continues to bi
' opposed-to the Civil Disobedience Movement apd re
affirms the opinion that it should be stopped in the
best  interests of the country, the Council of the
National ‘Liberal Federation strongly disapprove of
the promulgation of the new Emergenoy Powers
Ordinance; as the prolongation of government by
executive laws, far from restoring peaceful ‘eon
ditions and confidence in the Government, cannot buf
hava ths effect of still further alienating opinion snd
aggravating the present highly unsatisfactory situs
tion.

“In the Council’s opinion, it was & misuse of the
emergency power vested in the g-overnor-Genera]
virtually to have renewed the Ordinances after they
had been in force for six months instend of the
Government seeking sanotion from the Legislature
in due form,

“The Council have noted with grave concern thy
uncompromising - attitude of His Majesty’'s Govern
ment as expressed by the Secretary of §tute in the
House of Commons on June 27 whloh_w"lll do noth
ing to ease the tension. It is the Council’s firm belia
that only a policy of concilistion and lxbarn.lﬂzy carn
bring back peace and eontentment to the land
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