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Toyirs of fhe IWeeh,

Bombay Riots,
THE communal riots that have disgraced Bombay

pince last Saturday night are wholly to be deplored..

They were attended by murder, arson and pillage ona
scale which recall Cawnpore. 'They are a painful
reminder of the electrio condition of 'the communai
atmosphers, s0 elecirio indesd that the slightest
provooation was sufficient to kindle anappalling con-
flagration. The casualities have been heavy : over
a hundred dead and over a thousand wounded, not to
speak of property burnt, looted and lest. '

The Times of India is right in holding that the
communal tonsion was greatly aggravated by the
hoyoott and plcketing motivitiem of the

civil disobedience campaign of the Congress, and
they did not take tolerantly to the picketing of their
shops “by Congress volunteers. The sction of the
Congress in prooceeding with their * non-violent™
raid on the salt depots at Wadala on Sunday moru-
ing, notwithstanding the outbreak of the communa}
trouble on Saturday night, was, if it was deliberate,
little short of & erime. The diversion of the Police
to the Wadala sector reduced to ~some extent the
foroe available in Bombay to deal with the riots
when they recommenced on Sunday morning,

But is the Congress alone to blame, if only partly?
Has the pro-Muslim policy of the Government no
ghare in the blame? Was it expected that the un-
conoealed partislity of the Government for the
Muslims has not had the indireot effect of encourag-
ing the Muslims to become aggressive and over-
bearing? Noither the Congress nor the Government
wished to promote or provoke mob violence; the
former is vowed to non-violence, while the latter is
instituted $o pressrve peace. But their polioies, how-
ever innocent of violence in intention, are not so
inpocent in some of their wltimate results,

£ * »

Congress. |e
The Muslims have, a3 a rule, held aloof from the |

15s.
Simultaneous Reform, , T

SoME time ago Sir Samuel Hoare assured the
ardent expectant in India that, far from delaying
matters, & committes under the chairmanskip of Lord
Sankey was " steadily dratting™ a oonstitution for
India. More recently he announced in the Commons
that this particular Sankey Committee was merely s
“ tachnical committee " to assist a * Cabinet Commtis
tee " which was drafting a constitution for India;
Tha supsercession of Lord Sankey in favour of Sir
Samuel Hoare was ominous, and could not have been
forthe benefit of India. Now Dr. Shafaat Ahmed
Khan, who may well be supposed %0 koow the mind
of the Secretary of State, has recommended in a lettar
to the “Times™ that, in as much as even the Moder:
ates did not deny that seversl years would elapse
before fhe federal coustitution could come into
operation, the constitution might be divided into two
parts, the first dealing with the federal government
which might wait till the details get ready, and the
other desling with provineial autonomy which
should ‘de introduoed forthwith. Sir Tej Bahadur
emphatically and promptly repudiated that
allegation against the Modarates. Far from
striving to accelarate the progress .of federation,
Dr. Khaa and his friends are welcoming delay in
order that they mey exploit it for the purpose of
putting it off and precipitating provincial sutonomy.
* It would be disastrous,” says Sir Tsj,“ to manoeuvre
for position by paying lip homage to the prinoiple
of responsibility at the centre on an all-India Fedora-
tion basis, and postponing, or shelving, its operation
by dilatory or obstructive methods” He left ro
room for doubt that, * Provincial autonomy by itself
will never appeal to advanced opinion. It will
alienate Moderate opinion and complicate -the situa-
tion far more than is realised.,” Wae hope this warn-
ing will not be lost on the Secretary of State, - ,

Whatevar be the underlying motives of Dr.
Shafaat Khan, there are those who are genninely con-
oerned over the inter-relation in time of provineial
autonomy, central responsibility -and federation.

- If they are to be introduced simultaneously, the last

will set the pace. If Dr. Rusbrook Williams is to be
believed, “technical details connected with the States’
entry are now seen to be so complex that it is doubt-
ful whether constitutional advance in British India
oan await their elucidation.” He further said that
there was » danger of States breaking away from
the federal idea, (which danger was only saved by
the tack of the Jam Saheb ) and thal at any rate, the
Princes and their advisers did not regard the federa~
tion as immediately feasible. The Prinoces have not
yot agreed among themselves as to how they should
share the representation accorded to the States inthe
federal legislature. The Princes have to agree betw-
een themselves before they oan agres with British ,
India, and that is not yet in sight. When that will
happen nobody oan tell, though Lord Lothian, in hig
interview of the 10th inst. from Simls contemplated
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& genersl eleciion nsxt year on the basis of his
franchise proposals. Should it vnfortunately happen
- that his Lordship was rather too optimistic,
what is to be done? The Non Brahmin Party in
Madras would link wup provincial autonomy
with central responsibility for simultaneous inaug-
uration and leave out federation, The Hindu of
Madras has gince felt reluctantly compelled
to take a similiar view. Let us by all means hasten
foderation and even utilise the impatience of those
who yearn for immediate provincial autonomy to
aocelerate the coming of the federation, but lef us not
link up central responsibility with federation, Rather,
let usstand for simultaneous responsibility in the
centre and in the provineces, with or without federa-
tion.
* L ] -
To Delay is to Deny,

- MR, V, B. SRINIVASA SASTRI has issued the
following statement :— ' '

I reinforee Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru's warning
that often inpolitica to delay is to deny. Those who
approve of an interval between provincisl autongmy
and central responsibility on a federal basis play
the game -of those who do not wish & second step.
The difficulties in ghaping the federation are exsgge-
rated in the intereste of reaction.

I repeat the] earnest entreaty made many times

before that our Moslem brethren in pressing their
claimg should hot block intentionally or unintention-
ally the country’s advance, Xxcessive eagerness for
one afep necessarily weakens the cause of the other.
Instead of proving British good faith, the hastening
of provincial autonomy will engender profound
suspicion and stimulate the forces of disorder.
- I would remind the Princes that ai their insta-
nce we agreed to s federation of All-India in the
place of the reform of British India only. By un-
due hesitancy and proposals to atteriuate the fede-
tal tie and demands. which British India eannot
accept they only strengthen the elements of obstruc-
tion both here and in England. _

Remembering thaé, the failure of federation will
involve .both British India #nd the States in an in-
evitable disaster, we .implore them in the name of
peaceful progress to continue and complete the good
work they began in 1930. by introducing a compre-

hensive idea of federation.
» L -

The Princes Iater se,

REPRESENTATIVES of over forty' Indian States,
and smong them Hyderabad, met in Bombay last
week and came to some important decisions. One of
them refdrs to the representation of the States in the
Upper Chamber of "the Federal legislature, The
Sankey Scheme alloted eighty seats to the States. The
meeting strongly felt that this quota was insufficient
in view “of the-importanos ‘of the States as & body
and for the purpose of providing their due and ad-
equate representation™s, It, therefors, demanded thab
125 seats be reserved fd;j@ha States. o

The difficulties of the Princes are quite under-
standable, Kvery one of the six hundred and odd
Princes claims equality of statue in s federation,
irrespective of other considerations, and every one
claims a seat in the federation. They recognised,
"however, that it would make the legislature a
mammoth in size. A line had to be drawn somewhere
to limit the States’ representation. Membership of
the Chamber of Princes offered & convenient basis.
The Princestherefore decided that all present and pro-
speoctive members of the Chamber in their individual
right should each have a seat in the Upper Federal
Chamber, the others being represented collectively. The

‘Bombay agree i:o*i_t 1

present members of the Chambar in their own right
will account for 108 seats ; and the rest are wanted for
the collective representation of the others, Hence the
FPringes’ demand for 125 smeats. o
-But it is doubtful if the Princes’ representation
can be stabilised at this number.. For the resolution
contemplates that “additional Statea as may be found
qualified under the existing test for admission to such
membership” shall also get a seat each in the Upper
Chamber, It appesrs then that only the tests for

. admijseion to the Chamber are stabilised, not the

membership itself. If more jmembers ars admitted, is
it intended that the Princes’ quota in the Upper

- Federal Chamber should be correspondingly increased?

‘Was it not possible for the Princes to have applied

| the tests here and now and ascertained definitely

tha new additions to be made ?

But the most significant of the Bombay decisions
was undoubtediy the principle of egual indindual
representation to all States who are members in their
own right, irrespective of the rank of a Prince in the
Princely heirarchy and the size, population, revenue,
eteotera of his State. Did Hyderabad agree to it ?
Will Mysore and the other States not represented in

L]

Cabinet Retrenchment., ,

IT is some months since the Governor of Bombay
announced that he was contemplating reconstituting
his Cabinet by reducing its strength and reallocating
portfolios among s smalier ocrew. Yet no decision
has so far been taken, -but ramours are flying about
regarding the impending changes. It was said that
the Goveraor's proposal was frowned upon by the
Secretary of State on the ground that it raised the
question of the re-constitution of the Provinciak
Cabinets, which was not.confined to Bombay alone
but to all the other Provinces, and the question w
part and parcel of the larger constitutional changes
now - under discussion. Under the new regime the
probabilities are that the Provincial Cabinets will be
larger, though on smaller salaries, -

The desire of the Governor of Bombay to secure
aconomy is laudable and the only way he can achive
it is by reducing the number of the Executive Counci-
llors snd Ministers. Other Proyinces may profit by
the example of Bombay, The, value of the proposal
will, however, be reduced the Jonger it is postponed,
The reconstitution of the Cabinet is not an essy task.
Communal considerations obtrude themselves foreibly
not only in the constitution of the Ministry but of
the Executive Council as well, The tradition has
seb, and it will be hard to ignore it. Nevertheless,
the Governor will be doing the right thing if for. once
he set aside communal considerations and appointed
the best men to whatever community they belong.
'Will a Ministry of the kind retain the confidence of.
the Legislative Council or will the communalists
make & dead set against it and drive it out of office?
There is that element of risk. But it is quite possible
that the Ministry will survive. In the past the Govern-
ment have not hesitgted to use their voting sirength
to sustain in office a communal Minister;
they may use it with hetter justification
to sustain & national Ministry for once. Set_:ond_ly,
gsome ' twenty seven members of the Legislative
Coudil have promised the Governor in advance that
they would support any national Ministry chosen for
the efficienoy and integrity of the personnel. Thirdly,
it is not often.that a Ministry in office is thrown ouf
when once it is in office. A national Ministry once
set up will by its work justify itself and gather in-
creasing support from the Council. It isan experi-
ment well: worth trying. At tye worst, the
Ministry will b5 defeated and it will open to the
Governor then to revert to the communal Ministry.
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Foreign Recruitment. o Lol
+ - THE Committes of the United Provinces Indian
Civil Service Association is reporfed to have prepared
& memorandum for presentation to the Government
in which it was urged that further recruitment to the
Indian Civil Service, either in England or in India,
should be stopped, that $he present members of the
Sorvice should be “bought out” and that the service
{tself should be abolished a8 soon ss possible. Apari
from the considerations urged by. the Committee,
there is an immaediste need to suspend further recruit-
ment for a time at least, sinos, on account of retrench-
ment and economy, several posts have been abolished
and there is & surplus of officers without work, The
reasons urged by the Committee are for a permanent
stoppage of recruitment and the “liquidation™ of the
present inoumbents. The first reason is that past
experience in other ocountries has demonstrated that
it waa not possibie to impose on India - under Home
Rule a service recruited by the Secretary of Btate. It
may be said, however, that even to.day though the
Seoretary of State recruits the members of the Sar-
wice, he does not control them in their - daily duties ;
they serve under the Provinocial (Goveraments, and
under the Government of India, This argument,
though there {8 much in it, is not conelugive, The
second reason is that Indiens regard suoh a Service
B3 intolerable and any safeguards imposed to protect
the members *in their rights will prove illusory.
This is rather unfair ko*Indiang.« If- théy give -their
free consent to any safeguards, there s no resson to
apprehend that they will not keep their promise, un-
legs the Service goes baok on itstradition of loyalty
to the Government .it serves under. Whatever the
adequacy of the reasons urged by the. Committee,
there is rto doubt that it is very advisable that further
recruitment from England for any service in India
should be stopped, except for special ogses, '

The "demand of the Committee that s special
committes should be. appointed to deoide whether
ihe new oonstitution would adverssly affact the
axisting rights and future prospects of the present
nembers and to fix the oompensation payable
io them for such loss, is unreasonable and untenable.
Chose who entered the Service since the inaugura-
iion of the Montagu Reforma knew. full well, that
tha Indisn constitution would not mark time at that
stage but was onthe high road to Swaraj. They knew
what was in store for them, and cannct now pretend
shat they would suffer' losses which they did not
mticipate. The question of compensation, therefors,
loes not arise, ; Existing oontraota will ba scrupul-
nugly observed bocause it is not only a matter of
1onour with India, but because, India will not wish
io change horses in midstream and will be anxious
0 retain the existing members for their normal term;
3ut if any members do not care to serve the new
wonstitution with loyalty and efficienoy, they. are
weloome to resign. .

While it is very necessary that reoruitment by
he Seoretary of State should forthwith be stopped,
& would be unwise to abolish the all-India basis of
ihe Indian Civil and some other services. Provinci-
slisation of all the services will not be to the advant-
sge ol India; it will only aggravate the fissiparous
sendencies 80 conspicuous in India. Moreover, some
Provinces are not in a position yet to, supply the re.
juired number of officers of the requisite calibre,
Che present aystem of 'recruitment on an all-India
Jasls has brought about certain unlformity df. stand-
wds of administration and efflcieney, which it is
worth while to preserve. Recruitment onr an all-India
»asis will, to some appreciable extent, correst the
ommunal idiosyncrasies of provincial reeruitment
nd provide s comparatively neuntral element in times
f communal tension. . At least the Indian Civil and

 the Indian Police Services should, for a long time to.

comse, be reoruited on an ali-India basis by the publio

Bervices Commiasion with the Government of Indisa.
* * 7 o

Rallway Strike. . 7 .

THE - Trade Union Congress has: dome the
Railwaymen no good when, at ita recent meeting in
Nagpur, it recommendsd a general strike on the
railways to be brought ‘about as soon as possible.
Granting that their grievances are only too true, the
rajilwaymen must realise that there is very: little
prospect: of their agitation bringing them appreciabla
relief, The political and ecomomie conditions are
not at all favourable, and they will only be burning
their fingers. They are relying -on a broken reed if
they hope that the general -public will come fo their:
rescue in s substantial and adequate measure, The
Union has not the reserves to sustain the strike for'
any longth of time, Except for those who wish to
fish in troubles waters, the strike will do nobody any
good.. Tt will add to the present ecoromic and
political chaos, ' v

* * 2

Geographical Enterprise. | o
IN a recent issue the Hindu of Madras wrote’

that * it was humiliasting to India that moreis known
about Siam in Europe than in this ccuntry through

. from many points of wiew things should be-exactly the

‘0ther way.” There is'no needto go'so far as Siam to
justify the lament of the- Hindu, Nexrer home, im
India itself, there are things of which the .foreigner
knows or cares to know more about than Indians do.
The latest instance is the expedition consisting of
Geormans and Americans to scale the mountain Nange
Parbat. The Himalayan- explorations, the attempts
to olimb Mount Everest and Kanchan chunga are
other instances that leapto one’s mind of geographical,
adventure in India undertaken by non-Indians.
We hope the Qeographical Association of Madras
which recently held the third Geographioal Confe-
rence in Madura, will examine the possibilities of,
organising geographioal exploration in India to begin.
with. Apart from the acientifio value of such work,,
it will provide a new field of adventurs for Indian
youth and - besides, wipe out &he stigms which' the
Hindy lamented, and add to India’s stature,

. Gt L* * »

The Transvaal Bill. cooL - : !

IT: is very gratifying to learn that, true to his
promisa to the Indian Delegation and the Government:
of India, Dr: Malan has . incorporated in the ravised
Transvaal Asiatic Tenure Bill all the amondments
which he had undertaken to introduce. These amend-
tents’ will eliminate’ from the Bill soms of its worst
foatures from -the Indian point of view.  Indian
Opinion, whioh judging, a8 it naturally would, from.
the standpoint of equality of rights between the
European and the Indian in South Africa, 'was.
tempted to discount the renewed Cape Town Agree-
ment as 8 “serap of paper”, admitted that “the
Transvaal Land Tenure Bill hazno doubt beem
greatly modified” _though it was not. free from
llambig“lityl!. o . .

The Bill was down for the second reading in the
Union House of Assembly. . There is no reason to
apprehend that the amendments newly introduced by
Dr. Malan will not go through. Parliument. Dr.
Malan had taken: the precaution of comsulting in-
formaily the members of tha Select Committes which
drafted the original bill and which consisted of
representatives not only of thé Government but of
the Opposition. Unless the unexpscted happens, we
may breath a sigh of relief. '

: » .
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Seva Samiti.

THE Seva Samiti, Allahabad, iz one of the
largest and best known institutions of Social Service-
in Indis., Its annual report for 1930-31 gives and
interesting and complete account of the many-sided
activities of the organization which was founded
goventeen years ago. The Samiti is conducting a
High 8chool for Boys, in which scouting and games
are a special fenture, a reading room and a library
and a well equipped hospital with a highly qualified
bonorary mediecal staff in Allahabad. In sddition to
these it maintains at various places emall libraries
and reading rooms and runs a number of night
schools with a total of 520 students on their rolls, It
is gratifying to note that most of the students that
attend these schools come from the labouring class
and - agriculturists and include some untouchables
also. The Ayurvedic dispensaries of the Imstitution
continue to render free medical aid to the pogr. and
the suffering and relieve them of their bodily ail-
ments. The medicines used in these dispensaries are
manufactured in the Samiti's own Rasashala or
Pharmacy which.is run under the supervision of a
trained and qualified Vaidya or an Ayurvedic physi-
cian, The Widows' Home at Cawnpore rescues
fallen women and orphans and gives them shelter

till they are married or makes them useful members
of society by training them up as teachers, midwives
or sewing mistresses. The Physical Culture depart-
ment is conductiog & gymnasium in charge of a expert
who bas been trained in Yogio Physical Culture
by Swami Kuvalayanandas of Lonavala. At the
Maghqmela and Nagbasu and Sheokoti fairs relief
campaigns tothe pilgrims ware organised by the Samiti
Soou!:s. and very valuable services were rendered by
provision of sheltars, restoration of stolen property
and:lost children and old persons, controlling of
traffic and prevention of communioable diseases. In
Almora, Nainital and Garhwal the Samiti is carry-
ing on propaganda amongst the Naik community
with a view to prevent them from bringing up their
daughters and young giris to lead a life of shame
and progtitution. As a result of this pressure has
been brought to bear on the looal Government which
has very recently passed the Naik Girls Protection
Act. The total expendiiure of the Samiti amounts to
not more than fifty thousand rupees and it is really
very oreditable to social workers in the United Pro-
vinces that such a Jlarge volume of work was
managed with such.economy of funds and speaks
volumes. for their readiness to render honorary
social servioce. '

PROSPECTS OF FEDERATION.

HE deliborations of the Princes and their
Advisors who'met in Bombay last week have
certainly not helped federation ; rather, they

‘have made it ‘more difficult. The most aweighty
reason why fthe idea of federation was generally
welcomed in the first instance was that thersby
it would be possible, after a short transitional
period, to eliminate British control over India and
secure fu]l Dominjon Status for India; with all ifs
implications. India would then be governed. from
India and not from England ; the future evolution of
the constitution of India would rest with India ; and
Indis would be practically independent and wholly
free to shape her future without reference
to England., This was ‘vommon ground between
thg Princes and British Indian . leaders-. both
weore .keen on eliminating British control' over
them, snd their combination would: facilitate the
change, The reiteration at Bombay of the resolu-
tions passed at Delhi completely frustrate this
primary object. The Princes desire that the Crown
gshould guarantee them certain safeguards. They are
not content with internal sanctions for them ; they
want an external authority to guarantee them.
The safeguards are not of a temporary cheracter
which, it may be defended, are necessary in the
carly days of a new and untried experiment; they
are of s permanent nabture. .England is thus to
guarantee in perpetuity ocertain safeguards secured
by the Prinoes.

‘The Princes demand that “under the Constitution
their rights arising from the Treaties or Sanads or
Engagements remain inviolate and inviolable” and
“the sovereignty and infernal independence of the
*States remain intact and be fully preserved and fully
respected and that the obligations of ‘the Crown to
the 'States remain unaltered,” At the moment the
Prinoes enjoy such “independence” and “sovercignty"

as the Government of India chooses to tolerate ; but |
under the safeguards that are now demanded, Princos
will shave<o:beinvested with full powers-of -internal
independence and sovereignty. The obligation of
the Crown to secure thd Princes in their “inviol-
able and inviolate" autoeracy will remain unaltered.
There is mo mention, however, of the reciprocal
obligation towards the Crown now resting on the
Princes that they shall govern their peoples well and
progressively. These safeguards will effectively block
any prospect of change ia the constitution of India,
Like the 1aws of Medes and Persians, the constitu=
tion of India will remain . unalterable for all time.
If the Princes have their way, India can never have
Dominion Status.

The Princes are not content with these safe-
guarde, which refer primarily to the autonomy of
their States. They have drawn up others which
apparently refer o the federation and which are as
comprehensive as they are vague, The official
communique goes .to say that the " determining
factors in the decision of the great msjority of, the
States about entering the -Federation are :—
(1) The essential safeguards and adequate guarantees
and assurances to be given by the Crown by means
of Supplementary Treaties, buttressed by Conventions,
and due provigions in the Federal Constitution itself,
in regard to constitutional and political and fiseal
and finanoial mattars, including matters relating to
the Federal Court, and (2), ¢the ropresentation of the
States in the Federal Legislature, with particular
reference to the allocation of  seats among the States
snter s8.” The communique does not tell us what
exactly are the safeguards that the Princes desire,
exdept that, whatever they may be, -they shouid be
guaranteed by every possible means, by external as
well s internal sanctions, . :

{As regards. representation in the Federal legis-
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“Jature, the - Sankey Scheme already allows the
Princes, the .great bulk of whom are medisval
-sutocrats, larger representation than is due to
-them on any rational basis, and further allows
repregentation by nomination by themselves,
instead by election by the peoples of the States.
The Princes have since demanded fifty per eent share

cent “noted” in the Sankey Scheme, The Federsl
Finanoe Committee has, as we showed last week,

altered to the greater ‘disadvantage of British India |
the already unfair proposals of the Peel Committce

with regard to the finanoial obligations of the States
and British India.

. Even under these conditions the Princes do
not seem to be clear that they should federate
at all. The idea of confederation has not yet been
sootched. According to the Dewan of Jhalawar, one
of the eonditions precedent to the Princes joining
the federation was the formation of a Confederation
-of the States, “which many Princes regard as in-
dispensable to their future existence under a
federal oconstitution. ” Prof. Rushbrook Williams
has also paid that the Princes would enter the
'Feloration only through a Confederstion .of States.

The All-Partiea Ministers’ Committee explained |

the idea to mean that the “policy of the States should
"be to enter the Federation as & collective unit, but
“that it should be permissible for those States that may
-80 desire to go in and act individually,” If that be

‘the case, the Princes, whatover be the differences |-

among themselves on any question when they
meet in their Confederation, will in the Federation
-act a8 one unit, This must disillusion the optimists
who thought that there was very little in common
between the States so separated by distances
-and so varied in interest, and that, therefore,
they would not act as one bloc. The fonrs of those
who apprehended that the Prinoes’ bloc would
roplace the present official and nominated 3loc in the
Jegislature, and, in view of its larger size and of
‘the dependence of the Princes on Britain as their
* guaranior, would be more reactionary and subservient
to British interests, will eome true,

The Prinoes. have further decided that for the
federation to come into being States representing 51
"per cent. of the members of the Chamber of Princes in
“their own right and whose population was 51 per
oent, of the aggregate population of the Indian
States was necessary. The second was the only
condition “ noted™ in the Sankey Scheme, The
first eight Statas in the order of their populations
together with ,ancther small State with only a
million population would satisfy that condition.
The Princes - who met in Bombay contend that
the Inclusion of thesa nine States would not amount to
“ full ‘representation of the States or sufficient or
-effoctive participation of the. States,™ They, there-
fore, would arrest the formation' of the. Federation
unless 51 per cent, of the members of the Chamber in
their own right also oonsent to join, There may be
somethmg in this if the decisions of the Federation
wers bmdmg on States which kept aloof from it, But

'if States are froe to join the Federation or not, and the
 decisions do not bind the non-federating States, thera

- seems to be no justification why even a single State

" which wishes to federate with British India should be .
' proevented from so doing. This apparenty un-called
 for stipulation is evidently nof intended to fac:litate

" the forming of the Federation,

in the Federal Upper Chamber ag against forty per ;
advocate of federation must feel disheartened and

Under the circumstances even the most ardent

desparate, The inolugion of the Princes may
stabilise the constitution, buk under the condiiions
now laid down by them, it .will fosgilise a
reactionary oonstitution beyond. hope of redemption:
With every desire to invite, welcome and faoilitate
the entry of the Princes into a federation, British
Tndian leaders will be compelled to drop the project,
and concentrate on the evolution of the British
Indian constitution, This feeling, widely sharad, is
well expressed by the "Hmdu in its issue of the
13th inst—

Thess oonditions pracedent are caloulated to delay, if
not thwart, Federation and they may rejolee the hearis
of thoss Conservatives who, when they stipnlated that
Central Responsibility should hinge on Federation, had
devoutly hoped that Federation would never materialise.
But His Majesty’s Government should olearly understand
that if a Federation is bloeked by the Princes, British
India will not allow constitotional advanoee to be held in
check on this account. It will press for the immediats
grant %o it of the aubstance of full responasible self-govern-
ment, central and provincial,: Federation may .come
later, but when it does, it should be the ocoping stone ocn
she edifice of a free and united Indian nation..

There are optimists, even on the side of the
Princes, who do not share this gloomy view of
foderation, They are not inclined to take the im=
possible demands of the Princes at their face values
they do nof take them seriously at all. Considering
the mediaevalism and autocratic traditons of ihe
Princes, it was only to be expected that they would
ba very over-hesitant, . over-oautious and on. the
defensive when & new ides was proposed. Time and
experience. of the new constitution will gradually
reconcile them to the mentable changes. The aglta.txpn
in their States is bound to grow. snd will 800
be irranist:ble. .And willy. mlly. the Princes will
be compelled to consent to democratio evolution.
Moreover, the safeguards now insisted on by the
Princes and guaranteed by Britain will, when .
orism gomes, prove to be no better than . paper safa-
guards, Witness Troland, . Moreover, the centralis-
ing tendenoy in all federahom_mll assert 1tself} and
a crisis will accelerate the process. The recent ex-
ample of Australia need not be overlooked. Even
in the United States, the federal Government was,
by Amendment XVI of the Constitution, empowered
to levy direot taxation on the States.

Reliance may be placed on. thesa tandanoies if
the Prinoes did not ahpulnte for an external! auntho-
rity to guarantee an unohnngeablq constitution.
Anomslies and defects may be_tolerated at the start
provided they are temporary, and the eonetitution is
responsive to public opinion in India,

We realise full well that the aoction of the
Princes will increase British India's dxﬂioultles in
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qtﬁaining responsible: gf)vernment. It may not hirb

them very'much that British India will not be abla to
sttain solf-government and eliminate British control.
But they themselves will be no-better. It is no
- secret that the Princes are not snamoured of the pre-
sent systers, that they are sick of the domination of the
Political Department and that in practice, their “in-
dependence” and “sovercignty” and the integrity of
their “treaties, eanads and engagements” are but
scraps of paper ‘as offen as the present aufooratic
Qovernment of India wills it. Princes have been
deposed ; “advice™ tendered to the Prineces which they
might not disregard; officers bave been foisted on
fhem whom they did not want ; and a thousand other
things said and done which considerably ‘militated
against their ideas of independence 'and sovereignty.
By their action now,they are but perpetuating the
autooracy of the British Government over themselves.
It may suit some of the British Conservatives to
dissuade the Princes from joining a federation, but

will it to be to the lasting advantage of the Princes
themselves ? -

ALBERT THOMAS.
Y the death of Albert Thomas the world has lost s

distinguished international statesman. He start-

ed his public careeras a journslist and s writer
of the socialist persuasion and subsequently entered

the French Parliament as a socialist member. -Like
most of the socialisis. of the right wing he tock part
in the Great War and served in the French Cabinet
a8 & Minister of Munitions and was sent 0 Russia on
a diplomatic mission. At the end of the first ses-
sion of the International Labour Conferente towards
the end of 1919 he was appointed by the Governing
Body of the Ogrganisation as its first Director and
executive head. Mr. H. B, Butler, who acted as the
Secretary General of the First 'Coriferenca, was
appointed Deputy Director. It is a “high tribute tb
the greal personality and ability of M. Thomes ahd
%o the tact and loyalty of Mr." Butlet that these two
persons, very capable in their own ways, shonld have,
by their perfectly harmonious co-operation, raised the
L L, O. to its present eminende and achieved results
of which any two meti may be’ proud. Thé history
of the I L. O. since its beginning to this day is also
the story of the life of Albert Thomas during the lass
fwolva years. Started as a subsldmry branch of the
"League of Nations, the LL. O, has aﬁ;ameda status in
the international world which is hardly excesded by
the League itself, judged by the widespread develop-
ment of its activities, by the loyalty with which its
‘decisions are respected by the member-nations, by the
results achieved in the sphere with which it is concern-
ed and by the spirit which 1t inspires in all those
‘who are connected with it. Tt ‘is true that the
broad policy of the I L. O. is'decided by the
annual conferences and by the Governing Body, but
by his forceful character and personality, by his
enthusiasm for the caure 6f social reconstruction, by
his' capacity to infect others who came into
touch with him*'with the eame’ enthusiast, by his
great industry, by his tact and by' his skilful' dipio-
macy and by his real international epirit, Albert

distinguished and d_eyoteti semnt

Thomas has left his mark on the policy and adminia=-
tration of the organisation as no other single man has:.
done. ‘Though by temperament and by culiure a.
genuine Frenchman, in his conduct as the Director of’
the Organisation he never gave room for the suspicion
that he allowed his national bent to influence his
actions. One of the essentials for the suoccessful~
working of an international organisation is to secure

. for its service men who will take a real international

view, and Albert .Thomas proved by his personal
example that men can develop & real international.
spirit‘and oould win confidence and faith for the ideal
of Internationalism. He believed in the cauge of
social justice and his enthusiasm for his work was
remarkable. Nothing daunted him and depressed his
spirita. He fought hard for the adoption of his policy
and programmes, and generally he won. What ia
more, he imparted his enthugiasm to his whole staff”
and to all his colleagues. Though an .idealist,
he was factful and practical; an enthusiastic
and persistent fighter, he could when necessity
arose, readily accept & tempomry compromise }

_but in the end he would always carry his point. He

was a master of superb and ﬁery .eloquence whxchu
always stood him in good stead a.nd .enabled him to-
capture the hearts of his audience. He had & genume
sympathy for backward and oppressed nations and
peoples n'respectxve of race, natmz;lahby or colour.
Ho weas not only mterested in 1mprov1ng the labour
conditions in these countnes, but wlthm his limited
sphere he fearlessly expressed his sympathy with the-
movements for-political freedom and deliverance
from foreign domination. Referrlng India in hia
speech in 1932. he said * We should 1like to give ourn
friends from Indxa, even in the midst of their politi~
cal diffioulties, an assurance that we are closely
f.ollowmg theix mdustrml aud socisl problem. We
gxpresu the hope that, the spirit of conciliation, which.
8 cha.ractamhc of G-eneva., may be of great assistance
to thexn inthe present dxﬁloult circumstances.” It is
a greal: pity he was nok able to fulfil his long oberi-
shed desire tocome fo India. He' keenly followed.
and kept “himself in ‘touch with the political move-
ment in Indis and recently specxally wont to London
to sece Mahatma Gandhi to hear from him personally
hid "gospel and’ ‘policy and- also t6 explsin to the
Mahatma the ideal of rocisl justice for which his own:
Urgamsatlon stood. In spite of the difficulty of his
'b{ﬁc‘iﬂl position, he presided ovér'Mr., Sastri’s lecture-
6d India's straggle Swargj in Paris last year -and
éxpressed his sympathy with our political” aspira-
tions. In him: India has lost a great: .friend, the
working: cladses of all countries their staunchest
¢hampion 'dnd" the international world its most

gwiewﬁ.

CO OPERATION IN BOMBAY.

€G-OPERATION IN BOMBAY: SHORT
" 'gTUDIES. ‘Ed. 'by H, L KAJ. (Tarapore-
wnlla, Bom'bay.) 1930, 25cm. 373p. Re, 10.

THE present work is to bo welcomed as s wvalu-




 MAY 19, 1932.]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

163

-able addition to the co-operative literature of cur
~oountry. It is an exposition of the movement as
practiced in the Bombay Presidency in the different
" ‘branches. It is- & oollection of essays . written by
prominent co-operators of the. Presidency edited by
Prof. XKajl. - Lo .
Bombay has been an enlightened province in oo+
~operative work, She hag been the pioneer in
goveral respeots. Her Provincial Bank and her Insti-
~$ute—in spite of the accusation of the editor that the
1nttor neglects the undeveloped aspects of the move-
ment—have initiated many a useful and beneficial
-activity. She has been again the first province to
-mvail hereelf of the opportunity under the Montford
Reforms to have her own Co-operative Act, thus put-
- ting into practice the principle of self-determination,
In the organisation of labour societies she hasasome
. ‘waluable lessons to teach. This splendid record of
-co-operative activity demands the attention of the
workers in other parts of the country and makes the
Bombay experience an invaluable guide.. For as the
«oditor has justly remarked, “After all, the lines of
general advance in the co-operative field have been
much the eame and the experience of one provinee is
no less a valuable guide to other provinces than ex-
perience gained within the provinoces themselves,”

Besides the Introduction dealing with the general
- principles, the book has been divided into eleven chap-
ters each desling with a partioular aspeot of co-opera-
tion, such as rural credit, financa; agricultural supply
and marketing, People’s Banks, consumers move-
ment, and co-operative law, The chapters on
-gooondary .occupations for sagriculturists and co-
~operation among the working olasses desexve special
attontion. The organisation and working of the
Provincial Bank and the Institute. have been dealt
with separately. The editor is responsible for the In-
troduction ag slso the chapter on consumer's oo-ope-
ration, Nine others contribute the remaining chapters.
Among thesa are to be found officials of the Co-opara-
tive and allied departments as weil aa non-officiala—
-8ll of them tried co-perators of the Province. The
"Foreword has been contributed by that veteran co-
operator, Henry W. Wolff The Bombay Co-opera-
tive Act of 1925 and the Rules framed thersunder
have been added as appsndicss, The inclusion of a
Aumber of charts and statistical atatements greatly
-enhances the value of the book. :

The subjects dealt with are such as to deserve
treatment each in a separate book, A work of this
kind necessarily imposes limitations on the compre-
hensive treatment of the questions involved and the
.authora have to oontent themselves somsetimes by
merely suggesting them. Besides, success or failure
of an expsriment mostly depends upon’ local oircums-
-stances and oonclusions drawn from such experience
have to be adopted after due sorutiny. Thus Prof,
Kaji's cautionj to leave the cloth stors alone for

the prasent unless it could ba started on 'a large

-soale and with efficient management should be taken
as applicable only to Bombay. Otherwise it would
suggest tbe possibility of this branoch -remaining
-slosed for co-operative exploitation at loast for some
time more to come, Moresover experiences alsewhere
has shown that a moderate measure of sucoess is pos-
sible of achiavement though not satisfying the con,

ditions 1aid down a3 gssential for sucoess,
Reogarding the future dovelopment, stress js laid
-on the importance of non-credit davelopment. “The
ultimate aucoess or failure of the oco-operative move-
ment will be deterimined by the progress in this
direction”—-not the kind of prograss indicated merely

by figures and statistios in terms of interest saved,. |

‘profits realised, savinga effeoted or the prior debts dis-
<harged but the advanoes marked by the inouloation of

the co-operative spirit; ‘The path of the realisation of
this noble ideal is not smooth.: This sphere of social
sctivity being inoapable of affording scope for any
spectacular work appeals to but a limited foew.. But
in the case of Bombay Presidency which has dong

| such useful work in the past it isto be confidently

hoped that Prof. Kaji's appeal for greater: oonoentra-
tion of non-official activity in this direction shall
not be in vain. - S
The grateful thanks of all cO-operators are due
to Prof. Kaji and his coadjutors for this valuable ad.
dition to the co-operative literature of the country..

9. GOPALSWAMY, .

THE EVE OF THE WAR.

GERMANY'S ROAD TO RUIN: THE MIDDLE
YEARS OF THE REIGN OF THE
EMPEROR WILLIAM Il. By KARL
FRIEDRICH NOWAE, Trs. By E: W. DICKES;
( Putnam, London. ) 1932, 25cm, 382p. 21/~

THE learned author’s wide reading, his access to

documents, and his acquaintanoce with the ' ex-Kaiser

have enabled ‘- him to publish an sauthoritative

acoount of the middle years of Emperor Withelm II.

It is no disparagement to this scholarly pro-

duction to say that for the right understanding of its

- contents it.is necessary to possess some intimate

knowledge of the early years of Kaiger Wilthelm 1I's
reign.” The author himself has provided it in his
earlier volume “Kaiser snd Chancellor” which is a
brilliant resume of the opening yesrs of the. reign of
Kaiser Wilhelm I - = - - St o -

The book covers the period 1890~1905, from the
Chancellorship of Caprivi to that of Bulow. The
story opens with the rejection of the Russian secrot
treaty.. . Bismarock had concluded a seoret treaty with
Rusgia in 1897, but Caprivi, who succeeded himr-as

. Chaneellor, discovered that the treaty was advantage-

ous to Russia and not .to Germany. The Kaiser
agreed with Caprivi and the seoret treaty was not
renowed. If Bismarck was temperamentally inelined
to Tsarisre, von Caprivi, his successor, was attractad
towards Britain. The Kaiser too, who was “half an
Englishman, favoured an alliance with Britain.
Kaiser and Chancellor wooed Britain. Conditions
were favourable for an understanding with Britain,
Queen Victoria loved her grandson. Her Prime
Minister, Lord Salisbury, heaved s sigh' of relief
when the nows ocame of Bismarck's downfall and
Caprivi's appointment, Taking advantage of these .
favourable oounditions, Kaiser and Chancsllor
attempted to bring Britain into a Quadruple Alliance
with- Germany, Austria and Italy. But Britain was
wot willing to enter into a formal alliance. Germany
failed to/appreciate Britain’s reluctance and attributed
o her every sort of - sharp practice. The misunder-
standing was increased by differences between the .
two countries in the matter of colonies. The author
goems -to be of opinion that Germany need not have
insisted on a formal treaty, for the situation in the
early nineties and counsiderations of balance of power
would have drawn. Britain to the Triple. Alliance
without a treaty.

In spite of the failure to draw Britain into &,
Quadruple Alliance,; the Kaiser was well disposed
towards Britain. - He did not give up his attempts for
an Anglo-German understanding. In 1901 he continu-
ed his negotiations' for an allisnce with Britain,
But at this time he was served by a Chancallor
who,according £o the author, waas mainly responalplb
for all the ills that befell Grermany. The foreign
polioy of Germany was at this time directed by Prince

}.von Bulow, the Chancellor, and “the mysterious
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figure of the juggler-calculator, Holstein.” The
Kaiser was keen on an alliance with Britain, but
Bulow and Holstein threw obstacles in the way.
Bulow demanded that Germany’s partners in the
Triple Alliance must be included in the agreement
and that the ‘treaty with Britain must be ratified
by the British Parliament. Lord Lansdowne was
willing to concludean alliance with Germany and
not with Austria-Hungary and Jéaly. He also refused

to allow the treaty to be ratified by Parliament.

Instructed by Bulow, the Kaiser insisted on Parlia-
ment ratifying the treaty, though he should have
known that in England the Cabinet -of the morrow
was always associated with and committed fo the
actions of the Cabinet in office and that therefore
Parliamentary ratification was unneccssary.

The learned author rightly throws the blame for
the break up of the negotiations onPrince von Bulow,
the . Chancellor . and - Holstsin, the.power behind the
screen. As he himself saysat p. 265, “Much of the whole
course of events was mysterious to him, as the
Chancellor had kept .from him all the connecting
links jn the negotiations and almost' pvery erueial
detail. He did not yet know that a German
Chancellor and his adviser, working with an un-
scrupulousness beyond all measure and an arrogance
to match it, with a falsity beyond plumbing, with
methods of pretended craftiness and real lying, and
above . all, with a narrowness without parallel in all
history, had destroyed the good relations of two
great nations and the peace of the world,”

The result of the abortive megotiations was to
inorease the misunderstanding between England and
Germany. Britain was now drawn towards France
and the enfente cordiale was the result. Thereupon
the Kaiser planned a continental alliance with
Russia and the members of the Triple Alliance but
it feil through owing to Bulow's opposition.

Thus the foreign policy directed by Bulow and
Holstain resulted i -the setting up of two .srmed
eamps in Europe, namely,the Triple Enfente—Eng-
iand, France and Russia—and the  Triple Alliance
—(ermany, Austris-Hongary and Italy. Only
8 pretext was wanfing to throw Europe into the
vortex of 'a war The Serajevo tragedy was .the
pretext and the Great War began in which Germany
was ruined. ‘ C

The learned author’s object is to make future
historians speak less -condemnatorily of Kaiser
Wilhelm II when referring to his responsibility for
Germany’s downfall. Theauthor points out that on
occasions when the Kaiser acted independently of his
Chancellors, he achieved great things'for Germany.
For instance, he acquired Heligoland,  he secured
Ceoil Rhodes’ pledgo for the acquisition of Samoa,
and he obtained for Germany the Bagdad Railway and
her influence in Asia-Minor. But+in the main lines of
foreign policy he relied upon his advisers and it was
‘his reliance on them that led Germany on the road to
ruin, On account of their influence over the Reichstag,
Chanosllor Bulow and Holstein were able to dictate

. the forign policy to the Kaiser who, in his loyalty
to the constitution, sacrificed the best interests of his
country. The learmed author points out how the
famous telegram to President Kruger after the Jame-
son Raid was despatched against his will. Baron
von Marachal’s deolaration to ir Valentine Chkirol
“that the sending of tho telegram had been an ach
of state and had not represented the Monarch's feel-
ing" clearly supporie the author's view. The author
also points out that the Kaiser’s visit to. Tangier
was forced on him by Bulow.

-HISTORICAL TRIALS.

The book, in spite of its many excellences, suffers.
from" one defect. The author has, we think, given
too much jimportance to Germany's foreign policy:
from 1890 to 1905. We wish the author had devoted
more pages to the Social Demooratio movement ir
Germany, the cult of militarism, the increase of het
naval strength, and many other features which with
the mishandling of her foreign policy led Germeany
onthe road to ruin, In spite of these omissions, the book.
is 8 valuable addition to the historical literature on
Germany, Written with the aid of all available
documents and in olose co-operation with the ex-
Kaiser himself, the book is an authoritative publica-
tion on a chapter of Germany's foreign policy., The-
value of the book has been further enbanced by woell--
chosen iliusirations, and-a list of authorties which
have formed the basis of this valuable book.

M. V.SUBRAEMANYAM,
BOOKS RECEIVED.

THE RUIN OF INDIAN TRADE AND INDUSTRIES..
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SASTRI SPEAKS.

A record of the writings and speeches of the
Right Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri,P. C.,C. H._;
during his eighteen months’ tenure of office as the
first Agent of the Government of India in South.
Africa. .A store-house of information on the position
of Indians South Africa—political, social, economic,
and educationsl: and as such indispensable to-
everybody who wishes to understand the South
African Indian problem.

Mr. Jan H. Hofmeyr, who contributes a fore-
word, describes the speeches as

“A real enrichment of our South-African life.’”

Besides Mr. Sastri’s speeches, the Cape Town
Agreement, Mr.. Sastri’s Memorandum and evidence
on Indian education in Natal and his reports for 1927
and 1928 are among the valuable documents printed
as appendices which high:ly facilitate an understand-
ing of the Indian. position in.the Union.

‘Price: eight shillings net.
The'Natai _Prgql, .
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.

Ovél_- 300 pp.
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