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Topics of the AWeek,
" U. P. Leglslative Council’s Remedy.

THE summoning by Government of a Conference
of leaders of political parties with a view to suggest.
ing meane for a settlement of the present impasss has
been recommended by the U, P. Legislative Council
which discussed the matter last week. One of the
important tasks of the proposed Conference will be
to devise methods whereby Congress co-operation
oould be secured in the work of constitution-building.
Though the resolution passed by the Council refrains
from making ppecific mention of the Congresa but
only refers to “nll parties™ the reference is in fact
to the Congress which is the only important
political party that i8 not taking & hand in the
elaboration of the future Indian constitution. A
Conference such ss the one suggested by the U. P.
Legislative Counocil will, if it materialises, doubtless
go a great way in making useful suggestions for re-
solving the pressnt deadlock, but will ecome to
nought unless both the Government and the Congress
are actuated by a spirit of give and take, and a
determination to arrive at asettlement. With import-
ant Congress leaders clapped in jail, there is no means
of knowing how their minds are at present working ;
but the mentality of the Government is not such an
unknown quantity. “No compromise” with the Cou.
gress ig their watch-word— from the Viceroy to the
Juniormost Oollector. So long as they are in this
mood it is doubtful if the proposed Conference will re-
ally serve any useful purpose. With the Government
determined to and confident of their ability to crush
the Congress, the necessary atmosphere for such a
COonferenoe would seern to be iacking. Unless they
recognise the need of Congress co-operation as an
essential condition of the success of any constitution,
they cannof be expected to fall in with the wishes
of the U. P. Legislative Council or even with the
conolusions that the Counference itself, in case one
were culled, would come to,

Working of the Ordinances ia U. P.

THE administration of the Ordinances also formed
a pubject of consideration by the Council which
emphnsised the need of * greatest moderation and
regbraint " in that behalf, The willingness of the
Governument o accept this part of the resolution is
an indireot admission of the fact that the use of the
emergency powera vested in the executive by the
QOrdinances was not striotly limited to the
minimum needs of the situation. Indeed Government
spokesmen made apologetic referencea to the police
excesses to which popular representatives had drawn

| pointed attention. The most flagrant of such excesses

were, to mention only two, the closing down of the
Congress hospital at Allahabad the reopening of which
with a provincial medical service officer in charge the
Government announced its intention of allowing and
the order issued at Aligarh disallowing hired convey~
anoss to peopleclad in Khaddar, which, the Govern-
ment explained, was due to & misunderstanding. The
resolution aleo pressed the need of & more sensible
classification of disobedience prisoners, It suggested
that these should as & rule be placed in olass A, class
B being assigned to them only for special reasons,

| and that utmost consideration be shown to women

satyagrahi prisoners. The framing of such a hard and
fast rule was, according to the Government, a matter
of oonsiderable difficuity in view of the olass of
people from which Congress workers were sometimes
drawp. Whatever that be, there is no reason why
this olassificatior should in some omses give the
impression as if vindictiveness had pomething to do
with it—an impression confirmed by the same people
being placed in a lower olass during the present civil
disobedience struggle than during the 1930
campaign. It is to be hoped that everything will
be done to show that such an impression was ground.
less, It may be mentioned in passing that the number
of oivil discbedience prisoners in that provinoce had
mounted up to nearly 6,000 by the end of last month.
That the U, P, Legislative Council - could earry
these resolvtions against the (Governmenf and even
without the Government challenging a division
shows the univeraality of the feeling of condemnation
of the present rule by Ordinancga.
- * L

L

Use of Excessive Force in Madras.

A MEASURE of the extent to which the brutal
handling of Congress workers by the Madras police
has embittered public feeling ngainst the Government
is provided by the speeches delivered in the Madras
Legislative Council by popular representatives in the
course of the general budget debate. It was hoped
that after the widespread revulsion of feeling en-
gendercd against them by the death of m Congresa
volunteer at Tiruppur as s result of the iathi charge
to which he fell victim, the police in that presidency
would learn to be more merciful in dealing with

| Congreas workers; but the happenings in the oity
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of Madras within the lagt week have completely
. belied such expeotstions, On Thuraday last two
Congress workers went to picket foreign e¢loth shops
in that city and were shortly after followed by the
police who on' -finding their’ otder® to disperse
disobeyed belaboured them with canes so merci-
lessly that the volunteers were forced to sit down
owing to sheer physical exhaustion. The saverc
caning left many wounds on their bodies, but the
police did nothing to render them firsé aid or fo give
them medical relief. Their condition happened to
attract the notice of a Iady passer-by who teok them
to the General Hospital in her car. As they were
wanted .by-the Police Commissioner they were
taken to his -officé in the hospital ambulanece car.
They wara snffering from such acute bodily pain that
though arrangements were made, to . .take them..in
chairs to the Commissionier’s room they were not
removed from the ambulance caras it was apparantly
felt that it would add to their discomfort. The re-
cording of their statements had therefore to be done
in the ambulance car by the Police Commissioner who
iater gent them back to the Hospital under arrest.

As expected, the conduct of the police on  this
occasion was the subject of a volly of questions in the
Madras Legislative Council whenthe Home Member
admitted that even the Police Commissioner considered
the beating of the two Congress workers “‘rathersevere”
and that an Under-Secretary to Government who also
saw them soon afterthe incident took the same view of
their treatment by the polica. The matter is at present
being inquired into by the Police Commissioner who
seems to have assured the Home Member that in case
he found that excessive force was used disciplinary
action would be taken against the offending police-
men.

Commenting® on this incident, the Times of Indic
remarks;

@ . .the latest allegations, coming as they do on the
top of several others, are not calculated to reassure
publio opinion. Picketing is a public nuisance, butitis
not a erime for which offenders may be beaten on sight.
The Madras Government would do well to ensure in foture
that their subordinates clearly understand their powers
under the ordinances so that there may be nho .more
oause for complaints.”

This case and that of another Congress volunteer
who is stated to have been made to drink urine, to
mention only two from amongst the Madras Police’s
worat lapses, make it necessary that such inhuman
activities on their part deserve to be curbed without
delay. The latter incident would really'be inorediblein
these days waere it not for the fact that a member of the
Madras Legislative Council Mr. Indriah who, acoord-
ing to Mr.S. Vencatachalam, * could not be suspected
of attacking the Government without justification *,
had made himself responsible for the statement.

* * *

A Suggestionto Bsar Associations.

THE judgment of the Punjab High Court in
what is locally known as the Anarkali Procassion
case deserves wider publicity than it has received so
far. It would appear that on February 9 nine Iadies
sccompanied by an equal number of men started in a
procession “for the purpose of preaching wearing of
khaddar.” The procession was later on joined by
large crowds and a magistrate who was accompany-
ing it fearing a breach of the peace ordered it to dis-
perse, During the one minute allowed for the pur-
pose all except these original eighteen processionists
left the place. These were arrested and subsequent-
ly tried, most of the ladies being sentenced to four
months’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs, 50,

i F -

The ladies being followers of the Congress which en-.
joins the boyeott of law courts did not appeal against
these, what were generally looked upon as, excessive
punijshments ; but the Panjab High Court Bar Asso-
ciation interesfed itself in thoir case and filed an ap~
plication for revision. In the course of the hearing-
the preliminary objection was raised whether the
High Court had any jurisdiction to intervene, seeing
that the 1adies, the parties immediately concerned,
had chosen not to appeal. Mr. Justica Duleepsingh
who heard the application disallowed the objection
and added : “It is not a question of any right of the
accused or the Jocus stand of the High Court
Bar Association, but the High Court itself has power
in any cass, to whiéh ite attention has been
drawn, in any-manner whatsoever, to interfere in the
interest of 1aw and justice.” On the question of the
guilt of the accused, while he upheld their conviction
by 'the lower court, he regarded the sentences as
“much too severe” and reduced them to the period al-
ready undergone, part of the period - being regarded as
being in default of the paywment of fine, It is a pity
that Congressmen should have imposed a self-denying
ordinance upon themselves in the matter of appealing
againet magisterial excesses; but there is no reason
why the different High Court Bar Asgociations should
not be sleeplessly vigilant in the matter of drawing
their respective High Courta' attention to sny cases of
i injustice or excessive punishments thai may happen
in their province.

» * *

Plea for rule of law-in Indian States.

IN his recent speech at Datia the Agent .to the
Governor General in Central India addressed
worde of adviee to the Indian Princes which they
would do well to inseribe on their hearts. In .em-
phasising the importance of a well rogulated judiciary
to the well-being of the people the Agent looked “for-
ward to the time—not far distant I fervently hope—
when all the States in Bundelkhand will have a
joint judiciary and & joint high court staffed by
judieial officers of the highest importance,” “The
rule'of law” he pointed out “wasthe first of the seven
iamps of administration which Lord Irwin so wisely
ordered the rulers of States to place before them as
their ideal and if this lamp along with the others is
keptburning bright the Indian States have little to
fear for the Future,” Though more than four years
have elapsed since Lord Irwin tried to impress upon
Indian Princes the need of the establishment of the
rule of law in their territories, very few would seem to
have responded to his request to light even this first.
lamp, much less the other six. This is an inter-
esting commentary upon all the talk about the pro-
gressive nature of the rule in Indian States which
was indulged in by the representatives of the Prince-
1y order at both the sessions of the R. T. C. We asso-
ciate ourselves with the congratulations which the
Agont conveyed to the ruler of Datia upon having
carried out the very necessary reform of the separa-
tion of judicial from executive functions. “Theve is
no measure” he said “which has a more beneficial
offect on the well-being of the people and of the ad-
ministration than this”. And yet is it not a wounder
that even in spite of the strong agitation in favour of
it on the part of Indiav politicians for the last
half & century such an imperative reform should nok
have been introduced in British India even after 150
vears of British rule ? We hope that at least the
strong emphasis 1aid upon it by the Agent ._will make
those responsible for its postponement see its desira-
bility and induce them to carry it into effect as-early
as possible.

* * *
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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS;

!

PINION is not unnnmous as to the nenasslty or
. .even practical utility of & declaration of funda-

mental rights inserted in the constitution. Quite

» large number of leading public men believe that
renl protection of such rights is- afforded: by atatute,
To sesk to prohibit the central or- provincial legisla-
tures from passing sny law ¢aloulated to impair these
rights is, according to them, at least futile and may
even be hurtful, since the prohibitory clauses- in
the constitution are found in cther countries often
to regult in restraining the legielatures from pursu-
ing a progressive policy in social legislation. But
there is.no denying ‘that a large volume of public
opinion ig -in . favour -of writing elomentary rights
of eitizenship into the -constitution. : And when e

federal constitution is being planned, whioh is neces- :

sarily s written oonstitution, s declaration of these
rights 'is inevitable. However keenly divided ex-
pert opinion may be as to the value of such & declara-
tion, one ‘'would have thought that there could be
no question of applying the econstitutional gua-
rantees, if there are any, to some of the federat-
ing units, leaving -the other units to deal with
fundamental rights in what way they pleased tunder
their own laws, Countries are to be found'which

assert these rights only in the statutes; on the other

hand, & larger number assert them in the constitution. :

Bome of these latter make their bill of rights very
spaocious, thus reducing it more or less to & statement
of political or moral maxims which ‘oannot all be
tranelated into preotiee; others limit it strictly to
rights which oan be enforced. But be that as it may:
there is no country' in the ‘world in‘ which the
national constitution recites the fundameéntal rights
and yet excludes soma of its citizens from the protec-
tion to be derived from suoh a recital. Howaver,
this is precisely what the Consultative -‘Committee of
the B, T.C, has decided to do. It ie engaged at
present in framing elaborate: provisions to be
embodied in the federal constitution for safeguarding
citizenship rightd in general and the rights of the
minority communities 'in particular, but it has
declared in advance that it does not intend the pro-
visions to be applicable to the people even of those
Indian States that  will enter the federation. - This
decision is opposed both to oommon gense and to all
congtitntional precedants.

It is objected that in the federal conshtut:on now
being hammered out civil and criminal law will be
a jocal concern in respect of the States, and that
being g0, the States oannot possibly hand over part
of this subject to the federal court to administer:
This objection however has no substanoce in it If it
were well-founded we should have found that wherever
civil and oriminal law is a Jooasl instead of a
national concern, the oonstitution did not provide a
bill of rights, but as a matter of fact it is not so.

The U. 8. A,, which is a notorious instance of & .
oountry in which & subject reguiring uniformity of

legislation ja put in charge of the states leading
to a most confusing diversity, is also a leading

instance ofa oountry whm the utmosi." ptress .is laid
upon corsiitutional guarantees-of ¢ivil 1iberty. The
states ratain the power of legislation; but surrender it
fo the federal government to the extent required for
the safeguarding of fundamentat rights. A declaration
of such-rights imposes restriotions upon the: legisia-
tive and executive power mot merely of the national
government, but 'also of the state ' governments.
Following the same analogy, if our faderal : conghitu-
tion-is' 4o embody a similar deoclaration, it ought
to- insure: that the private rights: of. life, liberty
and property shall not be infringed by the federal
government, nor by theprovincial governments, nor
by the States’ governments. That civil and cxlmmal
law is handled in the States* by the States™ govern-
ments is no valid objectiont to the private rights’ of
States’ people being protected by ‘guarantees of in-
dividual liberty mcorpors.tad in the faderal constitu-
tion. The States in India must consent to the surrendet
of power involved in this as the states in the U. 8. A.
have done, ‘If they do not, it only meansthat they
are not willing to kave a proper federation; and
British Indians must consider whether it is worthwhile
to have a federation which in every respect is to be
framed as ‘would- suit the States' rulers, however
injurious it may be to the common weal. ‘

Ag for the heed of & declaratmn of rights for ‘the
States’ people, it will be universally recognised !:hat
it is far greater for them than for British Indmns “In
British Indin a popula.r government will be’ in, charge
of law and order. ' Oppressive action aga.mst indivi-
duals will there ba possible only if the elected repra-
sentatives of the people in the legislaturs are willing
to condone it. A declaration of rights would thérefore
be useful in British India only to prevent a subservient,
even if a popular, legislature from' condoning such
action. But where, as in the States, legislatures' do
not exist at all or where popularly e‘leoted ‘Yopresents-
tives have either rio place or power in them,; private
rights of oitizens have - to be protected not only
against the subserviense of & ‘popular legistatura, but,
first and foremost, against the autocracy of the rulers,
The oase for a federal guarantee ' of individual rights
in British India may bs more or less academio, but
in Indian States it is far from' academic, Therd is
no denying this, but the final guestion is whether
British Indians will exert any pressure at all upo‘n
the States to agree to such a gusrantes, Iet alone
making it ‘8 oonditlon precedent to federation.
Even fora casual observer of the Federal Structure
Committee's prooesdings in London, it would be too
much to expect that they would exert any pressure,
If the declaration of rights to be inserted in- our
federal constitution is made inapplicable to Indian
States, British Indians will not suffer in the least.
The only people who will euffer are the people in the
States. If politicians im British India therefore fight
for the extension of the federal guarantee of. civil
liberty to the psople in the States, it will be an aet
of disinterested aliruism on their part. Are they

- capable of this ? The rulers of Indian Btates will send
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into the federal legistature thejr -own -nominees.
If British Indians do not.qusarrel with this ‘arrange-
ment, if they agree to have their own legislature fill-
ed with nominees - of autooratic governments, if they
areunequal to protecting their own interests, is it
likely that they will raise their voice effectively in a
matter which does .not concern themselvgs? They
seem to have made up their minds that the enemy
they have to fight is not autocracy irrespective of the
colour of the skin where it resides, but the Britishers
because they wear & white skin., Even the Mahatma
is not free from this common weakness: the Princes
{0 him are national heroes deserving high praise, his
condemnation being reserved for the foreign villain.

ORDINANCE RULE.

IR Samuel Hoare's speech in the India debate in
the House of Commons was devoted mainly to
a justification of the Ordinances and other repressive
action that is being taken by Government to.meet &
threat of the renewal of civil disobedience by the
Congress. The justification proceeds on the usual lines.
The Congress threat was wanton and had no other
basis than the war paychosis of the Congress leaders.
The Government in the circumstances had no
alternative but to put down the Congress move-
ment with all the resources at its command, and
this #f was doing not merely in its own interest
but in the interest of all future Governments in
. ¢ countey., For, whoever be in the position of
the Government would always be compelled,
when faced with a nation-wide movement of eivil
disobedience, to repress it with a strong hand, and the
stronger the hand the scoper would the necessity
of ooercion disappear and therefore the better it would
be. The extraordinary powers that the Government
had taken to iteelf were admittedly very drastic:
it could not be otherwise in the circumstances. The
Congress considered itself at liberty to break all
iaws and to do all acts calouiated to make - govern-
ment impossible. The answering action on the part
of the Government must surely be equally compre-
hensive. The Indian public has thersfore no right to
complain that the Government has now armed itself
with extensive powers, It would only have a legiti-
mate grievance if these powers were used indiscrimi-
nately. On this point the Government’s orders were
gtrict ; as remarked ty!the Home Member in the
Legislative Assembly on 1st February, “In propor-
tion as those powers are drastic, =0 we recognise the
necessity that they shall be administered with the
strictest discipline and with the greatest moderation
and restraint. That haa already been enjoined upon
the Local Governments who themselves are dealing
with that epirit.”

Such is Sir Samuel Hoare's defence. We have
dwelt often enough in the past few weeks on the
ciroumstances in which the Congress resolution on
oivil disobedience was passed and on the sweeping
character of the Ordinances; but we might at
this stsge consider any possible justification for
Sir Samuel Hosare's denial of the criticism * that
the authorities were abusing the. powers they

possessed, that they were using them ruthlessly,
and: that they were using them in such & way.
as not to desl with an actual emergency, but:
also as to suppress the legitimate expression of

publio opinion.” That this criticiam is well-founded

can be best proved not by reciting the police excesses

and atrooities which are reported in mnewspapers,

for it can always be said, where the atrooities are

nof claimed to be “ manufactured”, to wuse Sir
Samuel’s phrase, that the particular circumstances

in which the ailegedly excessive force was used,

justified and required the use.of that much foroce.

Even where the employment of excessive force
ean be proved, it may be said in defence that the
individual police concerned =are to blame and

not the Government or its policy, Xor inatance

when on 26th January Mr. Arogyaswami Mudalisr

complained in the Madras Legislative Council.
that the picketers when running away were

caught and beaten, some of them on the head, till

they foll unconscious, in order to prove that the

maximum amount of force was used when no
force was necessary, Mr. F. E, James argued: “(If

picketers are to be foreibly dispersed) who ghall

measure the amount of force that is actually necessary? .
There is of course no doubt that in a sitmation like.
this it is possible for the existence of abuse. It is.
possible for the officials, the subordinate officials, from

time to time to exceed the amount of force that is:
actually necessary in dispersing picketers. Ina huge

force like the Police force in a great country like
India, it is obviously impossible to expect every officer

to act ‘within perfect limits, ButI say that the res-

ponsibility for any misuse which may have occurred,
rests with those who have provoked the use of this

arm of the law. Upon them and upon no oneelse

ghould this responsibility rest.”

Police excesses are always difficult to bring
home in & conclusive manner. We shall thersfore
leave them alone for the present and would substan-
tiate the truth of the oriticism which Sir Samuel
Hoare denied by instancing such action as the
‘Bombsy Government has just taken against the Week
in calling upon that journal to deposit Ra. 2,000
ander the sll-pervasive Emergency Powers Ordi-
pance. This notice was certainly not issued by the
subordinate officials of Government; it musé have
been done by the higher officials in pursuance ‘of the
Government’s policy. Speaking with particular re-
forence to the Indian Press, Sir Samuel Hoare
observed that the action taken sgainst if under the
Press Act and the Ordinance had been designed toone
purpose alone, namely, to stop incentives to disorder
and terrorism and not to stifle expression of. publio
opinion. Was a security demanded from the Week
because it was found to incite people to disorder and -
terrorism? The offending parsgraphs, that I8 to
gay offending in the eyes of the Bombay Government,
have been pointed out; they are before us at
thin moment. One is a criticism ngainst
the uniform policy of all local Governments to let
oivil resisters out of gaol under ocertain conditions, -
one of them being that they shall report them‘salves
to the police periodically. There is nothing in the |
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Week’s oriticism which has not been repeated in other
‘papers and which we would not if. necessary - repeat
today. The critioism is perfectly cogent and sound. It
is certainly wrong to say first that the persons were
relenssd on parole and then that they were punish-
-ed for breaking parole. They never undertook not to
.engage in eivil disobedience or to report themselves
:at the police-thana, SBuch an undertaking was not
aven demanded from them, It was a unilateral act
.on the part of the Government, who imposed a certain
.pondition upon them and set them at liberty, without
.aecertaining whether the condition was or was not
-aceaptable to them. To suggest therefore that the civil
.resisters, in breaking this condition, were guilty of
-gomething dishonourable, as is implied in the
phrase “ breaking parole ”, is to make a false in-
sinuation. In respect of the condition imposed the
Week hua gaid just what every other paper has sald,
viz. that it is & humiliating condition, Sir Phiroze
Bethna himself says that * one could hardly expect
any self-respeoting individual to give an under-
taking of the kind that was demanded, ” If the
-Week's comment is to be interpreted as an incite-
ment of the people to a breach of the Govern.
mant's order, then no nationalist paper will escape
punishment, not certainly the SERVANT OF INDIA.
In the second paragraph, the Week, basing iiself
on & comment in the New BSlatesman and Nalion,
only points out how readily the Government
resorts to repression leading inevitably to a few
broken hesds and even loss of life, when it
could have pursued the path of negotiation, If to
ban such oriticiem is not to stifle public Opmwn,
we should like to know what is. :

And what is the record of the Week? It is not a

supporter of civil disobedience. If it were, its editor
would be the firat to put the policy into effact and
dare the law to do its worst upon him. It has with
tare oourage oriticisad the Congress and its. doings
whenever it oonsidered them to be wrong, But,
unlike the average Anglo-Indian paper, it does not
reserve its condemnation exclusively for the
Congress, It would mot oarry the alightest weight
in the ocountry if it did. The Government too
occasionally comes under its lash ; but its critioiems,
however pungent, never proceed from malice or ill-
will. It is an exoeptionally good specimen of what
independent journalism sbould be ; and those who
.know how hard it is to conduct a really independent
paper in India, neither burning incense to popular
idols nor always girding at the Government, will
never osase to deplore the loss whioh the sountry
bas sustained by its discontinuance, Itis in any
-oase propostercus for Government, in faoe of its
action against the Week, to oclaim that it is using
its repressive powers with discipline and restraint.
For the editor prefers to stop the paper rather than
make it eubservient to Government's policy and
thus incidentally gives an exampls to the so-called
-0ivil disobedience papers as to how eivil disobedi-
-ance oan really be practised.

Our _&Eturd';iza:t".'_‘;,‘!ﬁbttci; =
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THE SITUATION IN EUROPE.

N my last leti:ar. I argued that the opposxtlon bet—
ween 'moral’ and *military’. sancbions’ with

regard to the Lesgue was more apparent than
real for all practionl purposes, (although it might
sometimes serve to bring out an important distine-
tion of principle ), that the Anglo-American thesis
which prevailed in drafting the Covenant had for
ite material context a common Anglo-American
policy and the support of the British navy forthe
League. I slso srgued that the return of the United
States to the isolationist policy and her persistence in
it, the change that has come over the world in its at-
titude towards Great Britain and the doubts about the
ability of the British navy, in the econditions of
to-day, to aot as the eole custodian of world peace

| and the demonsiration of the unsuitabilivy of the pre-

sent League machinery for the defence of world
order in the Sino-Japaness digpute had the cumula-
tive effect of underminicg the Leagne's influencs as
& basis of security.

Such a feeling has naturally given rise to a de-
gire for the reorganisation of the Laague on a suret
functional basis and the Frenoh proposals might ba
regarded as & contribution towards a reorganisation
gcheme. The Frenon plan, as it is, does nof, it is
true, remove any of the old difficulties inasmuch -
as it is almost’ impossible ‘in the present state
of public opinion in- the warious™ ocountries, to
make any one of the powerinl nations put forth
ita forces for the defence of world order, in a disputs
which does not affoct its own interasts. If the old
Anglo-Saxon ingistence on ‘economic sanctions®
overlooked factors such as the probable existence of
powerful communities ontside the orbit of the League,
the diffioulties arising from the uncertainty of the iaw
relating to the freedom of the seas and of arriving at
a genoral agreement concerning the agyressor in a
specific dispute involving a Great Power ete., the
Fronch idea of arming the League errs in' the direo-
tion of exaggerating the possibilities of achieving
unity even within its fold. The French proposals in
reality amount fo no more than attributing tothe
Fronoh forces a power at least as great as was ageri-
bed in tha original plan to the British navy in the
political organisation of the world

Viewed in this light, as reinforeing Britain's
support to the League and not as a positive and final
contribution to its reconstitution the Frenoh propo-
sals need to be further considerad. There has been &
significant changein the adituda towards then in
Qreat Britain during the last foew days, a changa that
has coincided with a similar change in Great Britain's
position with regard to the Far Eastern orieis. Far
from being summarily rejected as an impossible plan,
for setting up & hegemony, the French proposals are
roceiving careful and even sympthetic consideration
in influential quarters. There are three factors to be
borne in mind in connection with these proposals;
firstly, that for politioal organisation thaeoretical per-
fection is an entirely secondary matter and the re-
gard for the end to be atiained is a compelling foros;
secondly, there is only one possible way of bringing
about dissrmament—-that of inoreasing seourity,
which cannot be dome by political sermoons as the
paychology of fear does mot yicld to words in any
clime ; and thirdly, in political oconiroversies in



14

THE SERVANYT OF. INDIA.

| MARCH 8, 1932,

“general oita has" to ‘guard against the tendeney of tak-
ing any stavement too .literally. '

Nefther thie justification For, nor the ecriticism of,

Abhe French pesition. can . be.comprehended until the
present situation in Burope is fully grasped. That
situation forms the background of every thought ex-
pressed at the Dissrmament Conference and every
proposal put forward there, 'The outstanditig festures
ot that situation still are the unrest in Russia and in
-Germeany ‘gnd there-is a widespread feeling that

the. latter is at present an incalculable factor.
Stateamen, when they seriously set about the
task of political planning, still treat. these
two regions as mysterious and something

$o be dreaded. They do not include them in their !

reokoninge. Their thoughts are almost exclusively
given to the erection of forces which will be
powerful enough: to deal with
that this 'ancharted part of the
map of Europe will produce, It is unnecessary
to epumerate the reasons for this feeling as regards
Russia. Uniil the Bussian experiment ends in some
definite results and the-relations of the Soviet with
the outer world -can ba envisaged with some degree
of certainty, there is no prospect of improvement in
this respect. . ‘

. It is-otherwise with Germany. There events are
still \in' transition -and the attitude of France and
England towards this country will heve eonsiderable
influence in, shaping its future. It was not a litile
unfortunate for  Europe that following upon the
evacnation of the Rubr came the economic depres-
gion, Public opinion in France, which has -been
moved to support the evacuation, only as the resulf of
considerable effort on the part of those who upheld

the policy of conciliation, had been led to expect a | '

oorresponding recognition of the efficacy of gradu-
alness on the other side of the Rhine. - Instead, the
death of Stresemann, the proposal for Austro-German
Customs Union and the effects of the financial and
economic crigis that overtook the country so rapidly
had repercussions, .which produced not only a pro-
found disillusionment jin France but the fear
that the extremists in Germany were acquiring power.
Recent political events have .served to deepen this
fear and it has now become nearly impossible to talk
of Franco-German reconciliastion except with some
Frenchmen and Germans who habituslly reside out-
fii];h !:ihe land of their birth for the sake of their live-
ood.

Even in England, where there is a certain sym-
pathy for Germany, there is a perceptible effort at
present not to manifest that sympathy too openly for
fear that such encouragement mey have the regret-
table consequence of making the audacious elements
in Germany altogether reockless. Moreover, Grest
Britain is obvicusly in mneed of French support at
this juncture. and the old policy of balance of power
has becomeg clearly inapplicable.

The only other way of restoring the tranquility of
Europe is to reinforce the power and prestige of the
League. Whatever mey be the ultimate evolution of
the sooiety of nations which the League represents,
those that want it to provail and are desirous of main-
taining the continuity of its tradition must combine
their forces, merge their interests and present a com-
mon front to those who would break it up, however
laudable the intentions of the wreckers may be.
Even in the most optimistic days of the Pesce Con-
ference, a8 I have pointed out, the League was nct
expected to fulfil its funotions with the aid of moral
forces nlone, and in these precarious times, it eannot
thrive on mere propagands. It must have crusaders
to defend it: Tte most powerful members are Franoe
and England and the implications of the Reparations

. anything !
political |

fssue as well as the Far Eastern orlsis are such as to
bring England and France together and both to the
League.- Anglo-French understanding is neceseary
not only in the interests of England and France buk:
of Europe in general, There are few Germans, evey:
among those who are indignant about existing oir-
; eumstances, who resort to extreme remedies exoept in
despair. There are many in England and France
among tha advocates of the maintenancs of some sord
of order in Europs in face of the rising tide of un~
certainty, who are well aware that it is not enough:
| to point to the past and attempt a judicious estimate
of the blame for the present. They know that sfatus
guo is ssterile conception as & final formula and the
time for a change has come. Several of the states-
i men gathered here seoretly avowthat unless new inge
| titutions are evolved and dynamic conceptions take-
' the place of the habit of reverting to the old order,
' confusion awaits them. But these statesmen are only
individuals. with restricted mandates, rasponsible to
' the publioc opinion- in their respective countries.
! Their democracies hold them back and these can be
| pushed forward towsrds disarmament only if sescu-
rity is established. In the world as it is constituted:
| to-day, the feeling of security can be infused eanly by
| a common front being presented by those nations who-
| have the greatest power in the name, and on behalf,
of a universal institution. The progress and further
evolution of that institution, important as these.
questions are, are the work of to-morrow and mush
await its establishment and defenoe. ;

1

Zevicws,

THE I L. O’s ACHIEVEMENTS.

THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISA=
TION. THE FIRST DEGADE. (Published for

the International Labour Office, Geneva, by

Allen & Unwin, ) 1931, 25¢m. 382p. 12/6. ‘
SOME time ago this journal had occasion fo review a.
symposium written by the officials of the League of’
Nations Secretariat, setting ottt in objective form the.
achievements of the: League during its first decade of*
activity. The work was admirably done, but its re-
viewers were unanimous that, in so far as it left out
of acconnt the achisvements of the International
Labour Organisation, it was incomplete and had %o ba -
supplemented by a companion volume devoted to the-
social work which the 1. L, O. has been so successful--
ly undertaking ever since its- inception. The volume
at present under review is the outcome of that un-
animous demand.

The appeal of the I. L. O, is perhaps even more
universal than that of the League of Nations. It is:
beyond doubt the only institution which is devoting
itself to the interests of =il sections and classes of
huvmanity, and its basic principles of social justice
and equality of opportunity command a deeper alle~
giance and evoke a more spontancous loyalty than
the high, but till now somewhat ineffective, princi-
ples embodied inthe League’s Covenant. The Sino-
Japanese conflict has demonstrated that some of the
leading members of the League are not always ready:
to honour their commitments; and however unjuat it.
may be, the defaillance of certain countries at the
present crisis has had its characteristic reactions on
the League itself. Besides, the political issues which
take up suoh an overweening part of the League's at--
tention are mostly European issues with which the-
rest of the world is not primarily concerned. The
game criticism, however, cannot be made of its social

and economic activities ; and it is because the L L. O..



MAROCH 3, 193%.]

THA'SERVANT OF INDIA. | -5

J——

8'coming to be looked upon as thé “social hb\‘in"&epf
It commands the

mrt of the political League that

)}'eatiga which it enjoys to-day. y

The book under review is divided into four parks,
[he first deals with the structure and functions of the -

L. L. O., the escond with the nature of the work it has
inder
with the results as evidenced not only by the number

of ratifioations of the Geneva. Conventions. but slso .

by the unconscious but, none the less, remarkable

manner in which even unratified Conventions.have -
iffected national legislation and, the fourth.. with the .
relations the I.I. 0_._Ahas.,es-:abléshed. with: Govern«

nonts, workers’ and employers’. organisations and

7arious other social institutions. It would obviously -

so impossible to treat within the short compsass of s

oview of the varied and fruitfil sctivities of the I,

4i O. which are deslt with in this’ remarksble book ;
va are, therefore, eompelled to refer 'the interested
eader to the volume itself fot enlightenment as to
he 1. L. O's methods of work and the rssults achieved,

3ub it must be remembered that this volume is some-

bing more than & mere recital of dry-as-dust fac's.
‘t i3, a8 Monsieur Thomas says in his Preface, “a con-
sssion of faith,”' The cock, it is often said, is o

udge of hisown broth ; he is too much concerncd’

vith the minutiae of the cuisine to appreciate propet-
¥ the flavour of his own dishes.

heir taste has not by any means been spoiled by the
umes of the kitohen, “Surely.” as Monsiesur Thomas
iay 8, “surely smong all the voices raised in praise, or
b may be, crificism, of our work, it is but right that &
voice from within the office should be also heard. It
s this voice which finds expression here—a discreet,
serhaps somowhat colourless voice,~—the voice of
fficials, .. We cansay with joy and pride that in

hese ten years the conviotion and enthusisem of the'

{aff of the 1. L, O. have never failed or weakened,”
In a volume which is so full of shrewd sugges-

fons and wise reflections it is hard to select any as

weing the most practicsl orthe most imbued with
jenerous sentiment, It will suffice to say that the
Nain and unvarnished account of the rigorous exami.
\ation of their own work by certain officials of the I. L,
D, who for obvious reasons, have preferred to maintain
‘heir anonymity does not lose charm in the telling ;
or thess suggestive pages reveal 81l the actions and
'eaotions which go to form the net-work of sooial prg.:
sress, Tousin Indis, particularly,far away from
jeneva, these pages bring a message of ‘ardent: hope.
¥e are now on the threshold of political demooracy:
wnd the question that is uppermost in our minds. is
10w we might purify ourselves in order that demo-
iracy in tghis country may prove itself to be really
'he harbinger of sooial equality and distributive
ustics. The influence of the I L. 0. on our own
legislative aotivity has been of the greatest practical
ralue; for It is not & mere acoident that almost all
he great progressive steps in Indian social legislation

E.ave been taken after the .establishment of the '

L. O. Thus, in the I. L. O., we have an ally of the
greatest efficacy, in the difficult task of redeeming
from their helotry the enormous masses of the work-
Ing olass population jn this country and emabling
them to play their own part in the politiosl systsm
which is now being oreated, Viewed from this
angle, the intimate connection between the work of

;t;: aIr L. O. and our own politioal progress becomes

In oondlusioq, the reviewer has to confess that
he has found nothing to oritioise either in the mode of
presentation of the sooial ‘philosophy ‘which is ex-
plained in these pages orin the work which has been

taken and the social classes affected, the third |

But here we have.
w enthusiastio band of internationsl chefs explain-
ng their various culinary processes and finding thal |

buiit on the basis'of ‘that philosophy.” A non-official
account would have been more enthusiastic in tone
and moro interspersed #rith landatory remexks iibety-
the serious student of social affairs:mill nof_woekon
their absence 4 defect. For we have here a .faithful
balance-sheet of the I L. O acti\i}'tieé"dutihg‘;it_s -
dirst deeade—-a period rich in events, prolific ‘in ex:-
pariments and fruitful of results: which' justify e’
most sanguine optimism!-‘of thosp "who' drafted “Part’”
XTI of the Treaty of Verssilles,’ ' - .7 2=
BRI & 5 AEES
.V) T e, PR N E '..;- v ‘-,: R |
ELEMENTS: OF LAWS OF! .ENG'IJANI?;'
AN ELEMENTARY ‘TEXT-BOOK - OF . -THE
{LAWS: OF ENGLAND. {2ND 'EDN.}py ¢
~ALBERT - HENRY" RUEGG.’ (Allen’ & Unwin.)’;
1930, 22em.194p. 7/6. 0 T
OF the arts of life law ia the highest; .nay, it can .
evan be considersd to be the measure of civilization, ..
Narrow and immediats good is what the savage.stris,
ves after, while with civilization our conception of .
good becomes wider and wider,. . We lgann gradually
to subordinate the- craving for the  narrowey {o
the greater and more abiding goed. This iw fact is ,
the ultimate source of sll law. . It is .an instinet
common to all races and hezos alons has civilization.
becomne possible. Cay

v : P

In practice however wo attach groater importanea :
to the arrangemenés by which this common.instinet
is clothed with suthority and is made definite. So
that only the principal rules which are effectively. .
enforced go under the pame. of Liaw while the rest:
are merely considered to bhe social arrangements.
‘There is no doubt a dividing line between these two;
but both derive their value for maakingd from & eom-
mon source viz their capacity of improving the con-
ception of good,

It will thusbe seen that the study of law is-not-
merely '8 professional. sfudy, but aiso.. a guliural
study of the highest importance ; ,and it was so acce-
pted in the earlier days of university education.’ The
shady of jurisprudence of even particular systems of
Jaw was -considered necessary for ‘the makeup ¢fa
refined gentleman. Latterly however -only: profes—
sionsl .men interest themseives in the study of this
subject. : : ) ‘ ‘ ’

¥rom a ‘practical point of view also a grounding,
in'the elements of this subject seems necessary in
these days of laws, more laws and still more laws.
There is no department of life where one has_ net
to conform to numerous laws and rules and bye-laws’
and: ordinances. It is as well therefore that one
should know what they are, how they are made
and enforced. An accurate knowledge of all details is
certainly out of the resch of ordinary citizens.
Even professional lawyers do net elaim to- possess-.
the whole of it. But the broad outlines can
‘be easily learnt even by the man in the gtrect, And
though he may not be able to say what the law is
in any particular - instance he will know what it is
likely to be, - This should be quite enough.

With this iwofold view—practical utility and
oultural value—Judge Ruegg has prepared this book.
Whether it will be used as a toxi-book just yet ons
cannot sey. But there is no doubt that it deserve to
be so used. In India aleo we shouid add this as s
voluntary subject both at the elementary and the
higher examinations, Buitable -hand-books of Indian
laws ~will then be forthooming without much
difficulty. :

EX r'

B. R. DAMLE.
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SHORT NOTICES.

ECONOMICS. AN ELEMENTARY TEXT
.BOOK. By W. J. WESTON, ( Grogg Publishing
Co., London, ) 22cm, 208p. ' '
"TIME was when Economics waa essentially a subject
taught only to the students in the B.A., and M.A.,
classes of the Indian Universities, but during the last
decade attempts bave been made in a large number
of Upper Indis Universities to begin ite teaching in
the Intermediate stage. This is really difficult work,
but it becomes {ar more so when Marshall’s book on
the Economics of Industry is put into the hands of
the candidates, The performances of the students at
the examinations then become an intolerable
absurdity as they do not understand what they write
about. The paucity of suitable text-books for. the
young is one of the vital causes of such a eatastrophe.
But with the progress of demand the supply also is
keeping pace. Weston’s Economics is a valiant
attempt at making the subject as easy as it is possible
to make it within a short compsss. The reviewer
wonld unhesitatingly recommend the use of this little
book for the Intermediate classes of our Unriversities.
The author says in the preface =—"The aim through-
out baa been this : to give the learner a wish to think
upon economic problems and some material to think
upon. ‘Each leeson has iis exercise. The exercise
calls for more than a paraphrase of part of the lesson.
It calls for independent thought. At any rate it has
been devised to do this.”

- The author who has had considerable previous

experience in the get-up of text-books has un-
doubtedly succeeded in making his exposition clear

for the young student who begins his study of Econo-

mics. The book is wellgot up and the publishers
ought to be congratulated for their service,

8. V. AYYAR.

THE ORIGINAL PROGRAMME OF THE THEO-

SOPHICAL SOCIETY AND PRELIMINARY

MEMORANDUM OF THE ESOTERIC SEC-

TION. By H.P. BLAVATSEY. ( Theosophical

Publishing House, Madras.) 1931, 18cm, 75p.
THIS book embodies & controversy between two
gentlemen, Mr. M. M, Chatterji and Mr. A, Gebhard
and Madame H. P. Blavatsky, the founder of the
‘Theosophical Society. The gentlemen point out that
the Theosophical Society “has laws without sanction,
a legislative body without logality, s parent society
without existence and a President-Founder .above
all rules.” Madame Blavatsky comes out with
a reply which, though it may be satisfactory—a kind
of Magna Carta—to the theosophists, cannot convinee
those who are outside its pale.

N. 8, KRISHNAMURTHY-

Aiscellaneons,

THE GOKHALE DAY CELEBRATION.

R.B. K. V. SESHA IYENGAR'S SPEECH,

The following speech was delivered by Rao Bahadur
K. V. Sesha Iyengar, in connection with the Gokhale
Day celebration at Madras on Feb, 19:—

Itis a priv:ilage to share in the atmosphere of
this annual pilgrimage to the shrine of one whase

hlifé'l gave a unique exaltation to public work ia Indlan
nativnal life. For a whole generation Mr. Gokhsle
gtrode through the publio of the country like a second
| ‘Colossus. Wherever Gokhale went he brought' light
¢;and strength and enthusiasm where before there was

darkness, despondency and weakness. By procept
, and by example he taught the country the correct
*walues in publio work and set up right standards for
the guidance of publio workers, He was truly a
great path—finder. More than many others he dis-
covered the path for the promotion of national fithess
and prosperity which all could tread with usefuls
ness and safety. I do not think I shall be {ar wrong.
in paying that in his plan emphasis was evenly dis-
tribl;ted between the method and the goal in publio.
wor .

He has bequeathed to the country an undying
tradition in public work. In many forms and for
many purposes that tradition has belped to stimulate
effort. It is a tradition which enshrines the simpli~
fication of wanta and the scorning of delights. It is:
a tradition which places country befors personalities..
Itis a tradition which recognises the great importance-
of discipline and training for pubiic workers and.
their great potency for leavening the public life,
wherever they go. To this day his name is a peren-,
nial source of inspiration to every aspirant for publios
work in the country. As a dynamic tradition you.
find it to-day in the institution which rightly goes.
under the name of Servants of India and which
wherever it exists and wherever it is functioning:
has been a real temple of public service.

The Servants of India have given the country
broader and keener vision of the possibilities of public
work. They have brought courage and patience, in-:
defatigable industry and experk skill in the tackling
of public problemsg. They have stood for s robust
patriotism which enables one to temper zeal with dis«

| cretion and for an unquenchable optimism of outlook..

Long may Gokhale’s name continue to inspire the’
public life of India and long may Servants of Indis,,
whether in the Society or out of it or doing the same,
work without the name, tread in the footsteps of him
of whom it can be truly said that he has left indeli-
ble footsteps in the sands of time,
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ALBERT KING OF THE BELGIANS IN THE GREAT"
WAR, By LT. GEN. GALET. Translated by Sir Ernest-
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Philosophy of History. By ALEXANDER RAVEN. (Williams
& Norgate.) 1932 22om. 340p. 12/6.

ECONOMICS. An Elementary Textbook. By, W. J. WESTON.

(Gregg Publishing Co., London.) 22cm. 208p.

Printed and published by Mr, Anant Vinayak Patvardhan at the Aryabhushan Press, House No. 935/3 Bhamburda Peth.
Paons Oity, and edited at the “Servant of India” Offics, Bervants of India Booiety’s Home Bhumbarda,
Poona Qity, by Mr. P, Kodanda Rac.



