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Topics of the Week,

Ordinances in the Assemi:ly.

Ag is only natural, the first item of business.
which the Assembly eonsidered on fts reassembling
was the Ordinance Rule in the country. The resolu-
fiontabled by Sir Hari Singh  Gour expressed the
Assembly’s oppesition to & eivil disobedience or no-tax
sampaizn, but blamed the Government for not giving
the Congress leader an opportunity of discussing with

the}Viceroy the necessity for the Ordinances which

he had promulgated. The resolution further con:
demned the Government’s action in leaving the
Central Legislature out of the business altogether,
taking its stand op the fact that Ordinances would
be justifiable only when the legislature was either
not in session or could not ba convened before the
smergancy became too dangerous to follow the nor-
mal procedure, Whatever the situation might huve
been at the endjof last year, the resoiution demanded
that emergency- legislation be now brought before the
Assembly to take the place of the” Ordinances which
were used not merely to keep the 'civil disobedience
movement in check but in such a way as to hamper
annacessarily the normal activities of the people and
In some osses wantonly to harass. and insult
respectable mert and women. In the discussion of the
resolution whioch received the enthusiastio support
of all progressive members, several glaring instances
were brought forward of the misuse of the Ordinances
end eo far as the- reports received by now show, the
Goverpmept made no sign of ‘exercising greater
restraint, in their application, not to speak of with-
drawing or even modifying them. The resolution
was eventually lost, but public opinion has been
thorou_ghly reused all over the country and demands
are being made everywhere, even in quarters with no
sympathy with oivil~disobedience, thst nothing be
done which is not obviously and demonstrably neces-
sary to control the civil disobedience movement and
maintain law and order. - The Western India Liberal

Asggociation has already submitted a represents.tiori
in this connexion, and we have no doubt that the

| executive committee of the Liberal Party, which is

to meet in Allshabad on Sunday next, will: once
again urge Government to stop wholesale arrests and -
all other kinds of abuse of the power which it has
taken to itself, -

* * *

Excesses Under Ordinance Regime.

THE celebration of the Independence snd Front-
fer Days which ocourred last week was widely
observed and naturally served to swell appreciably
the number of arrests. Firing alaohad to beresorted to
in some places and led to some loss of life, The only
member of the Congress Working Committes in In-
dia whose moverhents were so far unrestricted, Mr,
M. B. Anoy, was arrested last week and has since
been sentenced to gix months' imprisonment, while

 the late Mr. C. R. Das’s sister has been interned in

her own*house which" is. closely guarded by the
police, e

T.oud complaints are heard from different parts
of the couniry about the harsh and exoessive
usee of the Ordinance and the happenings of the lask
morth during which they have been in force go to
show that the complaints are by no mesans groundless.
Participation in a hartal which did not attract the
attention of the authorities so far has now come o be
looked upen a8 objsctionable as thearrest of a number
of merchants at Cawnpors and Surat who closed their
places of business in connection with the celebration
of the Indepsndence Day will show. Tha objsction
seems to be based o¢n the reasoning that since
Congress is declared to be an unlawful body, partici-
pation in hartals for the crganisstion of which it may
be responsible is tantamount to helpingthe activities
of an unlewiul association. .

The mere sale of khaddar and the distribution: of
loaflsts exhorting people o buy khaddar and swadeshi
goods only has earned for the offending Congressman:
of Rajahmundry severe thrashing by the polics follow-
ed by arrest, while at Samalkota even the mers receipt
of handbills preaching swadeshi, boycott of foreign
goods and the abandonment of the drink habit made
8 number of people liable to sound beating-by the
police. Nearer home, an inhabitant of Dharwar has
been sentenced to three years’ imprisonment for no
graver offence than that of singing civil dischedience
songs in & publie streef while & boy picketer-in Bom-
bay wes punished last week with whipping, which
clearly goes against the trend of ocurrent thought on
the subject of penal reform. The forcible closure of
the Congress hospital at Allahabad which, as the U.
P. Liberals point out, was not necessary in the ime
terest of lawjand order and the lathi-beating admi-
nistered in Madras to an ‘ambulance corps man about
to render first aid to & Congress volunteer made un-
consoious by police Iathi blows clearly show that the
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administration of these Ordinances is not even guided
by considerations of humanity.

An instance of the grose abuse of the powers
vested in the.executive by the Ordinances is the case
of Dr. Paton who was recently prosecuted
in Madras on the charge of active participation im
the picketing of foreign cloth shops, but the prosecu-
tion against whom has bad since to .be withdrawn,
the police apparently finding themselves unable to
substantiate the accusation, According to Dr. Paton
himeelf, he came to Madras from Tirupattur, the
place of his permanent residence, in order to find out
if it was neoessary to start an emergency hospital
there under Christian auspices to afford relief to the
injured. Having come to. Madras, he was anxioua
not to go back without seeing for himself what was
happening there in connection with the picketing of
foreign cloth shops and went to the business area.
While observing things from a distance he seems to
have been set upon mercilessly by two sergeants who
gave him many lathi blows and also turned the hose
containing coloured water on him, The charge sheet
represented Dr, Paton as having been acecompanied
by Congress volunteers whom he posted at different
ghops, all of which he repudiated as & pure myth
in his statement before the magistrate. Comment-
ing upon his case, Mr, T. R. Venkatarama Sastri, an
ex-Advocate General and an ex-Law Member of the
Madras Government, wonders “ whether this ease will
open the eyes of Government and make them see that
it is not slways that they get a true unvarnished tale
from their policemen. What happened in this caese
might and does happen in many another. The
facilities which Dr. Paton had of changing the mind
of Government, others may not possess, The Govern-
ment cannot proceed on the comforfable belief that
what their police tell them cannot be fintrue or that
they cannot be guilty of unjustifiable excesses.

Ag if the wide powers enjoyed by the execu-
tive under the Ordinances were insufficient, sect-
ion 144, Or. Pr. C. is freely impressed into
service. To whut extent its provisione are prostituted
will be seen from the factthat at Rajshmundry
the police did not allow the holding of even the
business meoting of the Co-operative Central Bank
there. Who can say that all this will engender a
spirit of sweet ressonableness among the people,
which is so needful for a proper working of the
projected reforms ?

* » -

Excessive Use of Force by Madras Police.

PUBLIC indignetion at the excessive and heart-
less use of the lathi by the police found expression
in the lagt session of the Madras Legislative Couneil
over an adjournment motion intended to draw
attention to what may without exaggeration be
called a public scandal. The motion was talked
ouf, the Government being particularly anxious that
it should not be voted upon. Indeed the Home
Member seems to have deliberately prolonged his
spesch in order to make voting within the time limit
impossible. But the non.official speeches made in the
course Of the debate leave no doubt in one's mind
that the merciless handling of Congressmen by the
Police is deeply resented by all sections of opinion
and that if the Council had been given an opportu-
nity to vote, It would bave carried the vote of cen-
sure against Government by a large majority. But
what is creating dangerous embitterment of publie
focling is more the humiliation which the police try to
‘heap upon respectable Congress workers than even the
Telentless wuy in whioh they wield the 1athi against
themn, One of the worst of such cases referred to in the
dehate was that of Mr, B. Sambamurti. He, it seems,
wag addressing a public meeting oificially banned

‘when the police came and beat him tiil he becam:
unconscious. But they did not appparently cease theil
attentions to him even after he had falled down. Thi
Superintendent of Police is reported to have kickec
him with his foot! This, if true, is really too bad
One would have expected that when the case wa
thus pointedly brought to notice by responsible
popular representatives the Government would af
least express its-readiness to make dus reparations tc
the aggrieved party and to take suitable notice of the
police officer’s reprehensible conduet. But the Homs
Member merely ocontented himself with professing
ignorance of those happenings,” If the Government is
at war with the Congress, as was officially stated ir
the course of the debnte, there is no reason why the
war should be fought by methods which contravene
universally accepted notions of humanity and justice.
%* + +*

British Opinion on the Indian Situation.

BRITISH newspapers published after the Indiar
Government had Iaunched upon a campaign of repress.
ing the Congress and the civil disotedience movemeni
early last month having been received by the lasl
mail, it is row possible to judge correctly as to the
reaction of British opinion to the new situation creat
ed in this country. The views of the British Press as
cabled by Reuter at the time made it appear as il
British opinion was unanimously behind the Indian
Government in the coercive action they had taken to
deal with the Congress. That is however far from
the truth. The fact is that true to its traditions the
die-heard section of the Press in England was full
of joy that the Government had at last moved in the
direction so earnestly desired by it. But fhere is t\_lso
a large volume of sober and thinking British opinion
which seriously doubts the wisdom of the subatitu-
tion by the Government of their wise policy of con-
ciliation by one of relentless repression in their
dealings with the Congress. The New Slafesman and
Nation of January 9, e. g, comments on the Indian
situation =as follows:

* Shootings and riots, raids and arrests, have 'qe-
gun in India. The Congress is proscribed and its
leaders are being bundled into prison. We are try-
ing, in short, what our whole policy since the war has
been designed to avoid, the policy of resolute gov-
ernment.” Mr. Gandhi, of course, may be qglte
pleased tobein prison; he was in an impossible
position, torn between his desire for moderation on
the one side and the violence of his supporters on t?e
other. But for us and for those out of prison in
India things look about as black ss they can be.
There are two very remote possibilities of avoiding
chaos and bloodshed, One is that the imprisonment
of the leaders and the dissensions among the rank and
file will cool the ardour of the Nationalist movement
throughout Indis, That apparontly is what the
Government of India hopes. Buf what case is there
in the whole course of history of a Nationalist move-
ment yielding for any considerable length _of time to
a polioy of repression? The other possibilify is that
the Round Table Committees, when they get to wo::k
next month, will satisfy Indian espirations, But is
that really a chance while somany of the leaders of
Indisn opinion are being put into gaol 27

" "he paper- proceeds: “ Our die-hards, of course,
are pleased by these swift and stern measures of
repression, They only want rather more of them 1de-
portations, seizures of'funds, and other vigorous
methods of stamping out sedition or protecting "our
good friends the Mohammedans." But where does all
this get ustoin the end? Itjs absurd to talk aas
though the problem in India- is how o put down &
miutiny. The India of to-day is notthe India of the
1850's. Noris India Cyprus, We are confronted
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with & national movement such as we had to face a
fow years ago in Ireland snd sgain in Egypt. It is, no
doubt, far more complicated, but fundamentally it is
the same, and we ghall thave sooner or later to give
way now ay we did then, for the simple reason that
we oannot afford the cost,even if we had the stomach
for it, of governing by the sword, For the moment
wo are ‘responsible for order in India, and we must
keep order. But if in the next few months we can
make no progress in coming ¢o terms with the Indi.
ans, the Hindus as well as the Moslems, the Congress
party a8 well as the Princes, then in our own inter-
ests we had better give ourselves notice to quit .
* L L

Mi'. Brnllsfoﬁl on the Situation.

IN a characteristically dispassionate analysis of
the Indian situation in the New er. Mr,
Brailaford refers to Mahatma Gandhi’s lefter in
which he sought an interview with the Viceroy aa
* taotless ™ and says :* His ( Mahatma Gandhi’s ) rule
ls to conceal nothing, and he plainly said that his
Jommittee was considering, in certain eventualities,
v return to “civil disobedisnce ™, Everyone knew
it, but this plain dealing offended Lord Willingdon,
v smaller man than his predecessor. Apart altogether

from this question of tact, the Viceroy biun-fly..

refused, under any oircumstancas, to discuss the
Ordinances. That was on his part & pose as pelty ag it
was unreasoning. If a Government asks the leaders
of Indian opinion to co-operate with it in combating
terroism ( as Lord Willingdon did ) it cannot reason-
ably refuse to discuss with them the methods by
which it should be fought. The case for oconsulta-
tion waa all the stronger, since in fact these Ordi-
nances are being used as much to repress an economia
movement of s normally patient pessantry.as to
deal with a revolutionary conapiracy, One can
govern India with Indian opinion or against it. If
one desires to enlist its support, one must consult its’
leaders. Itis fantastic to summon Mr. Gandhi to
London to discuss the rights which Indians shall
enjoy tomorrow, and at the same time to refuse to.
listen whoen he would defend such rights as they.
ought to enjoy to-day. A year hence we shall all have
forgotten this trifle of punctilio which led Lord
Willingdon into this needless folly, It was more
than an accident-—something more fatal than one:
man’s inadequacy. The fact is, I suspect, that the,
bureaucracy, or that part of it which has the police
mind, was eager for a fight to the bitter end with
Congress. ”

SETTLING THE DETAILS.

HE Consuitative Committes, through which the
RT.C. is to be kept in being during the vaca-
..+ tion period, met in New Delhi on Thuraday last
under the chairmanship of the Viceroy, It consists
of a number of selected representatives of British
India and the Indian States, but contains no repre-
sentatives of the parties in Great Britain. This
‘defeot in its composition, which will obviously make
it impossible for any decisions to be taken, even
though these decisions can only be provisional, to be
acoepted or rejeoted by the. Conference itself, was
adverted by Mr, Joshi fn the interview which he
gave in Bombay. But sccording to Government's
plans, this is not to be the only body which is to
oarry on the work of the R.T.C, A counterpart of
the Consultative Committes in India is to meet in
London. It will consist of the Premier, the Ssoretary
of State, the Lord Chanoellor who presided over the
Federal Structure Sub-Committes and the experts who
helped him in drawing up the reports which he pre-
sented to the Sub-Committee. These two bodies
together may be said to constitute the Working Com-
mittee of the Conference ; and they will be discussing,
as far ag possible, the same questions at the same
time, 8o that the non-official Indian members will
know what the Government’s view is on any particular
point whioh may be under discussion in.India and
will be able to urge modifications in that view. Such
a consultation carried on in two ocountineats must
neceasarily suffer from serious drawbacks, but in
view of the impossibility of Cabinet Ministers like
Mr. MacDonald and Lord Sankey eoming over to
Indis, this is the bost arrangement that could be
devised, . .

The Viceroy in :1-11; opening remarks -aaid that
being a business committee, there was no room in it
for set speeches such as were dellvered in the Faderal

Structare Sub-Committee, but that work there would be
done mostly by informal and conversational methods.
This is as it should be. The work of constitution-
making has not proceeded beyond the broadest out-
lines. A great many details on a great many import-
ant points have yet to be considered, and they can be
considered satisfactorily only if the desire of making
elongated speeches is put under severe restraint, The
questions that will receives consideration at the Coms.
mittee’s hands are stated to be such as were either
not discussed at all at the R.T.C.'or were discussed
but without reaching “'a measure of agreement.” The
questions on which there was & consensus of opinion
on one side or the other would be left out, and the
other questions taken up, This seerms at first sight a
very sound procedure, but the difficulty of determining
whether general agreement was arrived at or not is
so groat that this rough and ready method cannot be
applied in practice withoutleaving serious deficiencies
in the discussion. No questions were vobted upon at
tha Conference; not were the various sections of the
population or interests in the country given propor-
tionate representation. It may be that only one
member of the Federal Sfructure Sub-Committes
dissented from the opinion expressed by the others.
But he may in fact count for more than meveral of
the rest put together. We have not only Mahatma:
Gandhi in mind. Take the depressed-~classes or
labourers, who had only one representative  each on
the Sub-Coramittes, or the peasants who had no.
representative at all. These classes have a meagre
voice at present both in the logislatures and the
congtitugncies, and were therefors given a meagre
voice at the R.T.C. too. But the franchise iz now
to be widened. It may be extonded from three to
oight times, even if the recommendations of the
Franchise Sub-Committee are acespted. The oclasses
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who could not make their influence felt at the R.T.C.
will in the future constitution be in & fairly strong
position. We must therefore attach to their fecble
voice at the Conferenoce a weight and & value far in
excess of what would be attached to a single
dissentient vofe at the mesting of the Committee or
the Conference. This one vote may  conceivably
outweigh the votes of all the others.

We are afraid that this point of view was ignored
at the Conference itself and will be ignored at the
Consultative Committee. To take bub one illustration,
the necessity of an elective representation of the
States in the federal legislature was emphasised by
only a few members of the Federal Structure Sub-
Committes, viz, Messrs, Joshi and Zafrullahkhan and
Drs. Ambedkar and - Shafa’at Ahmed Kban, and sll
others, including Mahatma Gandhi, seemed agreeable
to nomination so far as the States' representation was
concerned, To superficial observers therefere it might
appear that the Sub-Committee and the Conference asa
whole approved of the principle of the States choosing
their representatives as they liked, Lord Sankey him-
self was misled by the “measurs of agreement”, thathe
could observe and embodied thisprinciple as anagreed
provision in his draft report. This matter however
must be regarded as one of those on whioch a
goneral agreement could not be reached. Like
the communa! problem, it gtill remains
& contentious subject awaiting an agreed solution.
It ought to be possible for members of the Consulta-
tive Committee to raise this and such-like questions.
1t is no use saying that if -such questions are to be
argued afresh no progress is possible in the work of
the detailed formulation of the constitution, If such
be the case it would certainly be regrettable, but real
progress will not be facilitated by imagining agreement
where there is none, A constitution framed on sucha
basis would be so unstable as not worth bothering

‘tatives,

about. A federation at any rate must certainly have
a surer foundation than that,

‘We are moved to stress this. point because we
find that the Viceroy ‘in his introductory speech
incidentally says that it is an * acoepted position that
the States are to be free to select their own represen~
" Itisnotan accepted position. It is the
contention of the Princes which is acceptable to some
British Indians and tofally unacceptable to some
others, The number of the latter may be smaller but
they represent a larger mass of people than the former
can claim to do. The acceptance of such a provision
even by Mahatma Gandhi does hot make it less open
to controversy than, e. g. financial safeguards to which,
all States’ representatives and several British Indian:
representatives agreed, but which Mahatma Gandhi
and a few others contested, To proceed on this basis is.
to court failure. The parkt of wisdom is to discuss all
the questions that may be raiséd by members and to leb
the course of discussion show whether there is agree<
ment or not. Possibly on some matters differences
will be obstinate and will not yield to any process of
persussion, whether in the Consultative Committee or
in the Round Table Conference itself. In such cases
it would be infinitely bettor to admit our failure to
arrive at an agreement than to go forward with
framing a constitution and pretend the differences had
been reconciled. It must be possible at every stsge
‘of the proceedings for every dissident minority to
represent its point of view, and it must not be said a#f
any stage that it is too late to represent that point of
view. 'The need for speedy constitutional reformk
cannot justify our acting on false pretences, and’
where a federation is concerned, which cannot be
eagily amended, the force of the good old adage mayﬂi
quickly be brought home: the more haste thed
less speed. '

INDIAN LABOUR AND THE RT.C.

By N. M. JOSHI

NDIAN labour stands for full self-government, as
does any other class of people in the country,
but whatever may be the menning of self-

government for the other classes the Indian workers
do not want & mere replacement of the rulers of one
race by those of another. They want real self-gov-
arnmant in which thsy themselves and the masses in
general will have their due share, From ancient
times there have been several changes in the race of
the rulers of India, but the condition of the workers
and of the masses did not undergo any change on that
account. Whatever the British Government may or
may not have domne to alleviate the condition of the
workers and of the masses in the past, it is clear that
1 irresponsible British Government will have any
power hereafter to improve their coadition without
the co-operation of the people of the country; there-
fora the sooner full responsible government is estab-
lished in which the workers can pull their weight
the better for them. But they will not be satisfied

with a mere change of masters; what they want i
a really democratié¢ constitution in which thel
voice will prevail in proportion to their numbers.

ESSENTIALS OF FEDERATION.

The Indian workers welcome the idea of a gowv:
ernment common o the whole country, whether un
itary or federal, exercising authority over both the
British Indian provinces and the Indian States, A divi

sion of India into British and Indian India militates

against the adoption of measures for improving the
condition of the workers. Under the present caplta-
list and competitive aconomic sysliem no part of the
country can progress very far by itself unless the
other parts also progress with i, But the All-Indig

. Government or the Federation which the workerﬂ

desire must be-a real one, astrong one; they have
no uss for a loose Federation with very limited
powers. They would like the whole of India, inclus
ding the Indian States, to have a common citizen~
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whip, implying full freedom of movement from -oneé
part of the country to the other for following “their
.respective ' occupations or trades; they would also
like to have a common oivil and eriminal law
{for the whole country; they would like common
labour +legislation such as the Factory Adt,

Minimum Wage legislation and Social Insursnce.

Jegiclation; furthermore, they would like the
Fodoral Government to have full power to levy
direct taxation. Above all, the Government they
wieh to see established in India must be a Govern.
ament responsible 6 the common people.

Judged by these tests, the form of government
which is being evolved at the Round Table Con-
ferance must be pronounced to be defective in many

reapects and will be regarded with dissatisfaction by

the workers, In the proposed Federation & common
oitizenship is not guaranteed, nay, it is not even
thought of ; under the new constitutional arrange
ments the workera will not enjoy full freédom to move

from British India to Indian States for pursuing their |

ocoupations or trades; they may have to live under
-different systems of civil and eriminal law; the
FYederal suthority would have no power to regulate
the oivil and criminal law in Indian States which
at present is based purely on the autocratic power
©of the rulers of the States, The Federal Govern-
ment is not expected to have much power of direct
taxation, which is the only system by which the
burden of taxation can be equitably arranged. The
power of the Federal Government is practically
limited to indirect taxation, which naturally falls
anduly heavily upot the msasses and workers.
dniquitous nature of this burden becomes even more
glaring when it is remembered that most of the
revenue so collected is and will be spent on the
army which is maintained more for'the protection
of the propertied classes than for the benefit of the
workers,

AN UNDEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION.

Lot us now examine the composition of the pro-
vosed federal legislature. Whatever else it may be,
it is certainly not demooratic, If the government of
the country is really to conform to the wishes of the
majority of the people there is absolutely no need for
a bicameral legislature, If the Second Chamber is
intended to avoid hasty legislation, the object can be
seoured by other meane, The proposed Second Cham-
ber will consist as to 40 p. o, of its total membership
of representatives of the States with only 25 p. o. of
the total population of India. The States will thus
enjoy weightage which can only be given at the cost
«f British India. We are opposed to the prinociple of
‘weightage for the simple reason that it involvesun-
fairness to an important constituent of the federation.
That precedents are found for it in other constitutions
can be no solace to us. It would perhaps have been a
different matter if the representation allotted to the
States had been really conferred on the people ef the
States. One can understand representation being
given to well¥stablished popular governments which
join the Federatjon, but this form of government is
conspiouous by its absence in moat of the States and

The .

itis really difficult fo understand. how the Princes’
nominees can represent the pecpla of the Tndian
Btates in a democratio form of government.. Besides
the so-called States” representatives there will be
those of the propertied olasses in British Indis,
another conservative bloock, Their exact number is

“niot known ; but it may be taken for granted that the

Second Chamber will be dominated by represents-
tives of the propertied classes, as it is intended it
should be,

Ifsuch a reaohonary Chamber is to hava equal
power with the popular Chambar in which also the
propertied classes will be strongly represented, it is
clenr that the wiil of the common people will never
prevail in the conduct of the government unless they
are bent upon making themselves heard by some form
of direct action. For the popular Chamber to com-
mand the workers’ favour it must consist solely of
representatives elected by the people on the basis of
adult franchise,

ApULT FRANCHISE REQUIRED.

The Franchise Committes of the Round Table
Conference has recommended that not less than one-
tonth and not more than one-fourth of the total popu-
lation should be enfranchised, Even if the expert
Franchige Committee which is earrying on the neces-
sary investigations under the chairmanship of Lord
Lothian adppts the meximum proportion of 25 per
cent, nearly & half of the adult population wiil not be
enfranchised, and this unenfranchised half will
almost wholly consist of the workers and the mass-
es. It goes without saying that & constitution which
virtually excludes the workers and the masses from
the franchise cannot be acceptable to them,

Adult suffrage is resisted mainly on practical
considerations. It is eaid inits disparagement that
the constituencies will be unwieldy; but this will be
a perrnanent difioulty with va. Neither.the popula-
tion nor the size of the country is going to be reduced
at any time in future. Therefore this difficulty must
be faced some time or other, if the Indian government
is to be a democratic one and there ie no reason
why it should not be faced now.

It is also pointed out that the workers and the
masses are illiterate, But illiteracy is not their fault ;
it iz rather the Tesult of their not having had politioal
influence so far, - Thus their present illiteracy is an
argument not for depriving them of the franchise but
for itz conferment upon them. Moreover, illiteracy is
not considered a disqualification in the case of those
who posgess property. It is difficult to understand
how the mere possession of property ean remove the
disadventage of illiteracy, if it is really regard-
ed assuch, Even illiterats people are able to judge
a8 to the ftness of & person to represent their in-
terests.

IE it is necessary to restrict the numbar of voters
in order to prevent the constituencies from beooming
unwieldy, it can be mors justly done by a restrictive

qualification common to all economic classess, such
e. g. as the qualification of ags. If persons above 21
or even 30 only are enfranchised, the number of
voters would be restricted without penalising any
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'singlé economic class. The workers are by no means
wgainst the enfranchisement of women, but it will be
very defrimental to their interests if, as iz proposed,
the wives or widows of those who are erfranchised
are given the right to' vote, specially when the total
atumber of volers is to be limited to a certain
peroentage of the population, This is virtually doubl-
ing their voting strength. It would be well, there-
fore, if the advocates of female franchise §join hands
with those who stand for adulé suffrage, so that the
enfranchisement of women will not come in the way
of the enfranchisement of the workers and the poorer
clasges.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN MULTI-
MEMBER CONSTITUENCIES,

What is oalled the communal problem has pro-
ved to be & formidable stumbling block in the way
of the solution of the Indian question. From the
point of view of the workers and of the masses how-
ever the problem practically does not exist. The
most important questions with which a Government
and a Legislature have to deal are not religious
or racial questions but economic. And for their
solution the community cannot obviously be
divided saccording to religion or race. The
communal problem has really been created by that
Baction of the community which depends upon Gov-
ernment appointments for its livelihood. The workers
and the masses have nothing to do with this, although
in the present circumstances it is possible that even
they may bo somewhat affected by religious or racial
oonflicts when their religious or racial frenzy is
roused.

For the proper solution of economic problems
which are much more important than the religious
or racial, the division of the community for the pur-
pose of government and legislation ought to be on the

-basis of occupation ortrade. The workers, therefore,
would prefer ocoupational electoral constituencies to
religious or racial, or even to territorial constitu-
encies. But unfortunstely this idea seeme to ba too
revolutionary to the present-day Indian politician.

- The next best type of electoral constituencies is
fhe multi-member territorial constitnency with a
simple form of proportional representation. In the
elections to the Bombay Municipslity, communal re-
presentation is equitably secured by the method of
cumulative voting, allowing a voter to cast as many
votes as there are seats allotted to the constituency,
the voter being fres to cast all these votes in favour
of one candidate or divide them smong several, as he
Jikes. But in order to have multi-member consti-
tuencies of reasonable size, the number of members
of the proposed legislature ruust be much larger than
that proposed by the Federal Structurs Commitiee.
It is for this reason that the Labour representative
on this Committes insisted upon not less than 600
members for the popular chamber, .which would give
about four membera for & constituency of one re-

vonue district.
It must be admitted that if we havesingle-member
ponstituencles, it is only the majority community,

‘based upon either religion, race or economio interest,.

which will have representation, while the less numer-
ous ones will have hardly any. This is bound to
happen if the number of members of the Legislature is-
kept as low as is at present proposed. If however the

community is to be divided on the basis of religion
or race, then it will certainly be wrong not to give

the benefit of such a division to the depressed clasges...
If there is any community which deserves special

protection more than another, it is the untouchables..
There is no justification for giving weightage to any-

community; if weightage is to be given to a commu-
nity it wiil have to come out of the due share of some

other community, and there is no reason why any

community should be deprived of its due share. As
rogards the proposal for special constituencies for.
landlords, merchants and traders, and labour, the
workers have no particular objection to it in

principle, and if any special oonstituencies ara
croated the workers will naturally insist that adequ-

ate representation should be reserved to them by

this method. The number of pura wage-earners in
India is estimated to be about 60 millions, and the

speoial representation reserved for ‘them must be in:
proportion to this number. The best method of provi-
ding this representation will be by election through

the constituencies of trade unions, as recommended
by the Whitley Commission,

No CoOMMUNAL ELECTION,

The proposal made in the pact which has been
made by some of the minorities, that each
community based upon religion or race should
geparately  provide [for its" own workers,
i{s & omischievous one. If guch a proposal
is adopted it is bound to divide trade unions sccord-
ing to religion or race, which will be a calamity
from the point of view of the workers. The workers:
greatly appreciate the need for represertation in the
Legislature, but they value the solidarity of their or-
ganisation much more. If it becomes mnecessary for
them to lose representation ia the legislature in
order to maintain the solidarity of their orgsnisa-
tion, they will gladly do so, placing full reliance om
the strength of their organisation outside the legisla-
tures to protect their interests. The proposal in the
minorities pact is thus not a very desirable alterna-
tive. It will lead to resort to direct action where
parliamentary methods may be used with less sacri-
fice being required of the workers and less incon-
venience being caused to all sections of the
community.

If communal electorates are o remain, provision
will have to be made by creating some general cons-
tituencies for adequate representation of those who
have a :conscientious objection to being placed on
the communal register. For the benefit of such
persons general constituencies must exist for their
representation in both the Federal and Provinciak
Legislatures. The number of such constituencies.
should be inoreased when the numsbers on wsuch-
register inorease. This provision will help in the-
gradual elimination of the constituencies based
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-upon religion or race when the bulk of fthe popula-
tion expremsses its desire to be transferred to the
:general register.

‘ ( To be concluded, )

~ Beviews,

A UNITED WORLD.

“THE UNITY OF THE WORLD. By GUGLELMO
FERRERO. ( Cape ) 1931. 20cm, 188p. 5/-

"TuI8 is one of the most startling books of mod- |-

-orn times, It grips you and you slavishly read on to
the end, allthe while feeling you are a willing

victim to the magnetism ef the arrestive interpreta- |
“tions of world events,” You gasp for breath when you |-

-are told “ By its oatastrophes the world is achieving
‘unity."” But how pleasant you feel when the ides is
-worked out. '

“In former times the world was divided jnte many
independent seotions, Empires might fall to rack and |

ruie in the Far East without the: mediterranean area
being aware of it; the mediterrancan area might sink into
aparchy without unduly upsetting distant Asia.... But
isolated destinies no longer exist among the nations. The
reperoussions of eventa whether ditect or indireot from one
ond of the earth to the other are as unforesceable as they
are inevitable, The world while ite individual parts are in
oonfliot with one snother is allowing itself to be bonnd
lttle by little by invisiblebonds produced by the oonfliots
themnolven
"The world is to-day disunited. At the same
time it feela that its different limbs should work to-
gother in several aspects, The instability of Europe
‘and the muffled ferment of Asia threaten the mecha-
nism of the rest of the world. Going off the gold
-gtandard isan Infeotious panice that affects the whole
world. “Banks and Business are far more international
than the Banker.” Does it not show thata country
however indepandent and hostile to the other has
#till to depend upon other countries for its stability ?
Consequently is not each ocountry contributing to
world peace by every act it doss or it has to do to
save itself? In the very act of a nation trying to
keop itsell off any calamity, it is trying to unite
with the other counfries in preserving the harmony
of the world, This attempt iz not explicit, not pre-
ordained or prearranged. Even in the appsrent
disharmony, racial or cultural war, this element
comes into play. Cultural conflicts lead to oultural,
union. Nations prosper on & new understinding,
traditions get a new colour, ideals get an orientation.
A Max Muller or ant Andrews binds India and the
the West much stronger than any armies can
hold them %ogether. So also the oreed of non-
violenoe has to be thought of in iis details as an
event in a political struggle. )

** The world today which ‘iz now almost a physi-
-oal entity -requires a single conscience in which
there will be room for all that is the best of the civili-
sations already existing to reside in harmony ™
That is why we are to.day having talks of world
disarmament, Whether we are going to succeed in
that a8 a fait accompli one thing st least we can be
sure of. Ninety per cent. of the people who compare
the several nations have at least agreed on the good-
nhess of the principle and we oan say now at least
that "intellectual disarmament™ has been possible.

If sn _united world is possible does it require
a‘ruler? Is a superior force necessary to keep order?
The comparative merite of the claims of United
States and Japan are canvassed. But the question is

left unanswerd that the world of tomarrow wonld ban
a repetition of the Tower Babel. - S
Americanisation of Europe is passed on as one-
of the best methods of Eurcpean, nay world, unity,’
But :
“T4 can only be a useful phase of the unifieation of the”
world if Europe achieves a solid internal- equilibrlum and:
international psace. It cannot go on indefinitely. It will
have to stop at the point beyond ‘whioch it will work to our
destruction . . . Europe cannot become s carbon copy of
Americs, beoause certain elements of ita former eiviliamw
tion are bound up with its very existencs and when they
arp destroyed Europe too will: ceaze to exist and ther it
will not be diaeolution but annihilation in other parta of
the globe.” .
Is 8 foroe at all necessary to keep the world
unity ? ' '
“A p it will have no single master, the world will néver
be governed by a single force., Where the greatest:
religions bave been defeated money will never succeed. In
oartain general:common $endenocies the world is approach--
ing unity but it demands the retention of all its antono-
mies and individualitise whether they bel loczl, ngtionll
or continental,” . ‘
An institution like the League of Nations can act
only as long a9 8 stable order, a8 unity solidified bet.
waen' ceftain groups of Powers is piausible and
necessary at one and the same time. But even that
League will have little to do in Amoerica and avoid
such danger of convulsions which have been agitat--
ing Mexivo for several years.

The last chapter is a brilliant conclusion to a
fasoinating study of the question. .Universal suffr-
age is put down as the safeguard of civilisation, it is
aver the ramparkt of God: “The concept of Liberty
will have to change with the times. All our energies-
should unite. Jt is necessary to-day to adjust and
balance our energies in an order wherein the divine
rights of the many will ba the supreme safeguard of
the most precious treasures of oivilisation.”

In conclusion, Thave to confess to an abiding
faith in the gospel wouchsafed in the book., Tha
thesis has been well written, is remarkably clear and
delightfully outapoken. Oue putathe book sside with.
8 fecling of intellgttual triumph, a convietion that
he has grown ‘wiser. Still I should say that literary
merit and appreciation should be properly stated. I
felt a littla bit taken aback when in the introduotion
it was stated : “If I am not grievously mistaken, this-
book will become one of the universal classios to be
read.with Plato and Aristotle by the long generationa
to ‘come, Its structure of thought symbolises: the
golid masonry of Rome and its philosophy the brood-
ing spirit of the Aocropolis”, Surely Mr. Charles A .
Beard oould have spared the author and us this
overpowering, shall I say a slightly exaggerated,
estimate, and Aristotla and Plato this comparison
All the same I confess I fell & ready victim to ita
( book’s ) “ espential power ™. - .

. ’ E. B. SUNDA.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KESHAB
AND RAMKRISHNA.

KESHAB CHANDRA AND RAMKRISHNA,
By @. O. BANERJL. ( The Author, Gysn Kutir, .
Allahabad, } 1931 19om. 402p. Ra. 2. . '

THE present work-concerns two of the most eminent -
men of modern India, especially in regard to the
mutual relationship that existed between them. The
author has been led fo write it af an age—he is more
than seventy years old—whoen Iew people at least in
India would think of doing it had there been no great
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moral.urge behfndg*nstpéoially a8 the book deale with"

a great deal of controversial matter. in which wn-
fortunately the guestion of this relationship between
Keshab and Ramkrishna has been involved. He has
done his work, however, in a commendable spirit, and
although he. is a staunch follower of Keshab, his

respect for Ramkrishna is as great as for his master, |

He prefages.the book with this statement :—

“This narrative is from the pen of one who holds. both

. of these'great. menin the highest estimation. They .are
-~ dedr to him, bmt truth is dearest of all and it is this
-compelling sense of truth that bas led him to make these
statements to dispel illusions and combat half-trutha and
falsehoods that have grown round the sweet relationship
that subsisted between these voyagers of the uvncharted

. ocean of spirithality.- 'We have not taken in hand this

publication in an offensive spirit but on the ocontrary we

.are on the defensive.”

As it turns out; however, the book is not merely
defonsive. Were it only that it would not be worth
writing. It is because it is something more that the

book will have a permanent place* in the religious

literature of modern India. It is true the first part

is critical and sometimeg very much so: critical- of

i};l{:e clagms'mada on behalf of Ramkrishna as against
eshab,

When onre contemplates the holy friendthip bet-
ween Keshab and Ramkrishna, it looksjlike a sacrilege
to spesk of one as being a disciple of the other.
Both thess men were friends in the best sense of the
word and they did no doubt influence each other, but
that was all that could be said of them. " If, however,
Keshab learnt more of Ramkrishna than the latter
did of the former, it does not necessarily mean that
Keshab was & disciple and Ramkrishna the master.
It may very well redound to the eredit of Keshab to
be more of a learner, and Romain Rolland has inde-
pendently agreeed with me in taking this view of the
matter as he has said in his book on Ramkrishna.
It is, therefore, very unfortunate that many among

the disciples of Ramkrishna should have persistently |

claimed all these yoars that Keshab owed the idea of
the New Dispensation with its constituent doctrines
of Harmony of Religions and Motherhood of God to
the influence of Ramkrishna. is is far from the
truth snd looks like robbing Peter to pay Paul. The
entire ideal of the New Digpensation is & legitimate
development of the seed thal was sown long ago by
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, and all the activities of
Keashab ever sinos 1866 i.e. long before he cams to
know Ramkrishna, were tending in that direction, I
have traced this development in general in my own
books on Ram Mohan and Keshab and the Brahma
‘8amaj. The same is done, however, in greater detail
‘by the present suthor, especially as this development
took place in Keshab’s own life. .

The essence of Keshab’s greatness lay in his be~
ing a true disciple 6f-every great and good man in the
world. In this he was unique and had his affinity
with such noble spirits of modern times as Goethe,
Emerson and Carlyle. Long before he came to know
Ramkrishna he had imbibed the eatholic spirit of
4hese men and what was cultural in them had be-
come religious in bim, In this he went farther than
those men and was true to the genius of India. It
was als0o becauge of this that he came fo see the spiri-
tual genius of Ramkrishna before any body else in
Bengal had recognised the Paramahansa and it was
mainly through the writings of Keshab that the
people beoame conscious of the greatness of Ram-
krishna, Itisinthis deeply reverential spirit that

there liea the essence of the New Dispensation and it |

was this ,that disoovered Ramkrishna to XKeshab,.
It must be said hare that the latter was also possessed.
of the same spirit and it was that which made him.
seek out Keshab, It wasbecause of this that both of

them wera bound to each other from their very first:
meeting in the closest ties of spiritual friendship and.

fellowship, £nd they remained so to the very last.

A question might well be esked : whether this.
fesling of reverence ig reciprocated in any way by
the followers of the great Paramahansa. I am afraid-
the answer has to be in-the negative. Not only has.
there been no recognition of Keshab's greatness but
there has been on the other hand a feeling towsards.
him as towards the head of a rival school. There
has even been a gort of belittling of Keshab. In all
the literature of ,Ramkrishna~Vivekanand move-
ment we rarely come across a spontaneous breath
of genuine admiration for. Keshab who was loved.
and honoured go much by the Paramahamsa himself,
I was reading recently the three~voclume biography
of Vivekanand and was pained that the author never
even once made mention of Keshab by way .af
paying tribute to him for the grest work he had done
for his country,~work which was in many respects the-
foundation of some of his own ideas and work.,

There is however no doubt ‘that there is meed for
better relations between these two movements viz.,
the Nava Vidhan and Ramkrishna Vivekanand
Mission, both of which represent some of the deepest
elements of religious life in India. A new era dawned
upon Hindustan when Keshab and Ramkrishna met
together and becams friends in God in spite of their
widely different tempéraments and environments, and
it is but due to their united and most-precious me-
mory that their followers should come together and

~appreciate one another even as their masters did.

MANILAL C, PAREKH.

SHORT NOTICES.

THE REPORT OF THE CHAMBER OF SHIP-
PING OF THE UNITEDKINGDOM FOR

4930-31. (Chamber of Bhipping of the United
Kingdom, London; E. C.3,) 1931, 22cm. 346p.

THIS finely got-up report gives a wealth of valuable
information about the shipping industry of the
United Kingdom. The information cannot but be of’
interest to Indians whose sttempts to develop the
same industry in this country are, as those in touch
with public affairs need fiot be reminded, systemati-
cally frustrated by foreign vested interests. The report
incidentally shows how seriously the work of such.
bodies i taken by those responsible for their conduct.

- G. M. M.

THE GREAT PROPHET.OR SHORT LIFE OF
THE FOU]\IDER OF JSLAM. By F. K.
.KHgAN DURRANL (Quami XKutub Khana, Rail-
way Road, Lahore.) 1931, 19cm. 166p. -

THIs is & short sketeh of the life of Mahomed the-

Prophet written by a Muslim for Muslimsa, «The lan-

guage of tha bpok is simple, and the narrative natural,

Other suceessful traders and tribsl leaders were many,

but Mahomed slone had the sense of justice, huma~-
nity~truthfulness and mercy which made him the
Great Prophet. The others have-perished, but he alone,
living what he preached, bas left for the Arabs and the;
world at large the unsurpassed brotherhoed of Isiam.,.

N.S. 8. '
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