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Topics of fle AVeck.

S. L S. and the Present Crisis. . :

IN view of the present political crisis, the Coun-
ofl of the Servants of India Society met at Poona from
the 14th to the 18th inst. Its views on the political
situation are embodied in the following resolutions:—

1. “The Counoil is of opinion that the Viceroy's
refusal to allow Mahatima Glandhi to disecuss the Ordi-
nances “with him was inadvisable and unjustified, as
a personal interview might possibly have prevented
the resumption of oivil disobedience,”

" 2. *“The Council deplores the renewai of the
oivil disobedience movement at a time when it is
more necessary than ever that constructive efforts
should be made in & psacaful atmosphere to reconsile
divergent interests and unite all political parties for
the achiovement of Swaraj. ‘

3. “The Council strongly disapproves of the
rvesort fo the Bengal and Bombay Regulations and of
the government of the country by means of Ordinan-
ses. In view of the sweeping and drastio character
of the Ordinances that have been promulgated, it is
of opinion that the reign of law has been replaced by
the reign of exaecutive discretion. The languaga of
the Ordinanoes is so wide that even the performanos
of legitimate duties may be treated as an offence
under them, o

The Council wunderstands that even such
aotivities as the promotion of swadeshi and tempe-
rance may be probibited. Tha Council also notes
that the power given by the Emergenoy Powers Ordi-
nauce to require a parson to report himgelf periodi-
pally to the police’ may be so used a8 to humiliate

respeciable persons, or to givean excuse for depriving
‘them of their liberty, for if they refuse to comply with
'such » requirement thoy can be prosecuted and sen-
tenced to & maximum imprisonment of two years and
fine without limit of amount, Cases of abuse of thia
power have already ocourred. ‘
Another instance of the perilously wide
‘soopa of the Ordinances is the .circular recently
issued by the Government of Bombay which warns
the editors of : newspapers that ‘any immoderate
oriticisms of Government or Government officials *
would rendar them liable to prosecution und.r
the Emergenoy Powers Ordinance. or the Cris
minal Law Amendment Act. In view of the manner
in which special powers taken to control the press
have bean exercised in the past there is reason to fear
that this power may be used to interfere with legiti-
mate criticism of official acts, .

- Unless - at Joast the -Ordinances are modified
and administerad with great restraint ‘the bitterness
which they will create will seriously aggravate the
situation.” ' _ .

4. "The Council is of opinion that the indiserimi-
nate use of See. 144, Cr. Pr. Code, which ies increas-~
ingly bringing the public into eonfliot with the autho-
rities and leading to 1athi charges, is oreatirig” wide-
spread resentment in the country, Asin 1930 the lathi
charges are alienating the sympathy even of those
people who do not approve of eivil disobedience,”

5. "“The Council is convinced that the only last-
ing cure for the present troubles is & speedy settle-
ment of the constitutional question, so that Swarsj
may be attaioed without any unnecessary delay. The
co-operation of all pclitical parties is essentisl to the
completion of this great task and unless the new
conetitution is brought into existence in an atmos-
phere of goodwill, it will faii to bring about fuil
contentment and progress.”

- * E

L]

The Situation.

A FURTHER week's rule by Ordinances hag done
nothing to prove the groundlessness of the public
misgivings about the extremely sweeping nature of
their provisions, Congress workers arrested in the
initial round-up are being graduslly releaped from
jail, the releass being conditional upon their reporting
themseolves periodically—dsily in some cases—to
the police, a condition which when imposed upon
persons of position oannot but be regarded as
humiliating in the extreme, Disobedience of such:
orders has led, as in the case of Mr. S. A. Brelvi,
Editor, Bombay Chronicle, to mention only one
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among many similar instances, to a gentence of two
Yyears' imprisonment—the maximum laid down in the

inance. Incidentally, one cannot help being
struck by the uniform tendency of the magistracy in
the different provinces to which the Ordinances apply
to visit all such offences with the msximum punish-,
ment.

Mrs. Gandhi who was charged with assisting
the aotivities of an unlawful association, viz. the
Congress, was sontenced last week to six weeks’
imprisonment, her host being awarded six months’
for “harbouring” har! Boys under 10 who, perhaps
playfully, participated in a hartal in their school
bave been fined Rs. 25, the fine being recovered from
their parents. In Bengal some schoolmasters have
been ordered to mske themseclves available to the
suthorities respounsible for the maintenance of law
and order for iwo hotrs every day for the purpose of
identifying their students, The special conditions
in Bengal may be cited as an excuse for such action ;
but there is no knowing when similar calls on the
gervices of members of the teaching profession in the
©ther provinces as well will be made by the
executive which bas fully armed itself with the
necessary powers tothat end.

The national flag has now become a red rag to
Government who are using all their powers to prevent
#ts display, and even private individuals are asked,

as was done in Surat, to pull it down, non-com-4’

pliance being punished with six months’ imprison-
ment. As if all this was not sufficiently provocative,
particular care is taken to replace the National Flag
by the Union Jack on sll Congress buildings -which
the Government have peen £it to take into their.
possession, If the Government believes that the
Ordinances are called for by the requirements of the
political situation, thers is no reason why they should
be administered so provoestively.

The Governmernt's efforts for cutting off the
gupply of Lthe sinews of war to the Corgress
continue with what guccess nobody ecan tell.:
But the police are reported to have closely seruti-
pised the bank accounts of some prominent Ahmeda-
bad mill-owners and to have attached nearly three-
quarters of a 1akh of rupees found with & citizen of
Surat on suspicion of the funds being Congress funds.
Among the more important Congressmen arrested last
week may be mentioned Mr. Jamnalal Bajaj, the
treasurer of the Congress, Mr. Abhvarnksr, the C. P,
Dictator since sentenced to threo yeas’ rigorous im-
pri-onment and afine of Rs. 10,000, a sentence
rightly looked upon by the public as uncommonly
sovere and Mr. Hardikar, the organiser of the Congress
Volunteer Corps. '

L ]

* *

L.athi Charges in Madras.

LATHI CHARGES in Madras, unlike in Bombay,
are made with such severity, nay brutality, that one
cannot help thinking that their object is not so much
to disperse B vrowd as to strike terror in the minds of
the people. Such lathi charges have been made both
in the city and in the districts. In many oases
Congressmen and Volunteers are severely beaten and
then arrestead. Why beating should be a preliminary
t6 arrest one is at 8 loss to understand, There have
been cases of broken limbs, of profuse bleeding, of
wvictims being rendered uncounseious; and in one case
death has repulted. A Vakil of Coimbatore was so
soverely assaulted before arrest that he had to be
‘brought on a stretober from the jril hospital and the
trving magistrate h -d to adjourn the cuse for a fort-
night in order that the acoused may get well enough
to stand the trial. Red Cruss Voluateers 1ave been
beaten and driven away when they were rendering

first aid, This "police frightfulness has created the

'keenest résentmenl: in the public mind. The South

Indian Medical Union, said to be the largest organi-
sation of independent medical practitioners in
Southern ndis, unanimously adopted the following
resolution : )
“ While not wishing to enter into politics and while
dissoociating oursslves from every kind of political agita=
tion, we most emphatically protest against the present
police violence towards nonviclent individuals and
crowds and particularly against persons rendering flrat-
aid and ambulance help”, '

On the 15th inst. the leading women social workers
of Madras, headed by Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi met
the Police Commiseioner of Madras and remonstrated
with him regarding the conduct of the police. A
report says : _ .

“ The ladies explained to the Commissioner that they
had reliable rsports that a woman with a Red Croass
badge who went to remove volunteers was hurt and ren-
dered unconscious by lathi blows, was ill-treated by the
police and her blouse torn and coloured water thrown
on her from the water hose, £he was thus prtevented
from rendering help to the injured picketers.

They also told the Commissioner that the police frequ-
ently aimed blows at the head, stomach and ohest of the
.wolunteers without ‘any regard to the consequences.
Therefore they urged that the police should be instructed
to avoid unnecessary violence and also allow the women
‘workers to remove the injuted people from the acene of
action”. '

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi also informed the Commis-
sioner that after being disabled the volunteers
were dragged along the road by the foot as far
a8 the People’s Hospital and there left outside
on the road! Thae Commissioner told the ladies
that he had given strict orders to the police that
the lathi ghould never be aimed at the head and that
he would again re-affirm the orders, That in spite of
strict orders the pdlice all over the province shouid
be beating the victims on the head, shows & deplorable
desire in them to inflict injuty for its own sake and
without a sense of responsibility., The Loecal
Government will therefore do well to consider the
advigability of prohibiting 1athi charges altogether.
* * *

The Prime Minister On Separation Of Burma,

THE Prime Minister's declaration of the British
Government’s Burmese policy was a mere repi-
tition of the recommendstions of the Peel Committes
to which referonce was made in these columns last
week., The only fresh point dealt with by him in the
statement relates to Burma's separation from India.
He announced the Government’s intention to ecarry
separation into effect on being satisfied that that was

- what was desired by the Burmesg tbhemselves, Thus

in regard to Burma at any rate the British Govern-
ment is determined to give the principle of 'self-
determination full sway on which they deserve to ba
congratulated. The ascertainment of the wishes of the
people of Burma on this point would be carried out
by means of the general election to the local legisla-
tive council, due in & few months, which, the Premier
suggested, should be fought on the broad issue of°
Burma’s sepuration from India. If the verdiot of
the Burmese people is found to bs in favour of Burma
forming herself into a separate political entity, the
British Government will proceed to prepare a con-
stitution for Burmsa on the lines of the Peel report
subssquently endorsed by the British Government
through Mr. MacDonald, If on the other hand
Burma desired to continue to form part of India, she.
would enjoy the status that would be enjoyed by the
other Indian provinces, In this case, as the Premier
distinotly warned Burma, that would be her political
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destiny for all time. For a Federation cannot be builf

. up on the basis of its members being free to leave ib

whenever they like. It is . thus clear that onoce
_Burma joins the proposed Indian federation, she can-
not get out of it, even if later she comes to revise ber
view of her connection with India. To those who
had been meaintaining since the closa of-the first
gesgion of ‘the Indian R. T. C.that the principle of
Burma's separation from India had already been
acoepted, Mr. MacDonald’s remarks on the point

wiil come as & surprise.
* * »

How it looks to Britishers.

THE London correspondent of the Rindu writes
as follows as to how the existing political situation
in this country, faoed as it is by official coercion on

the onehand and civil resistance on the cther, appesars
to Britishers who are in full sympathy with the

national aspirations for political freedom. “There
are many in. this ocountry,” s=sayas he, * who
equslly deplore the policy of the Govern-

ment and the threats of renewed oivil disobe-
dience on the part of the Congress. India is
likely to suffer as much from the resistance of one as
ghe is from the represeion of the other. It is possible
for the Congrese to oreate s very awkward situation
for the Government by no-rent and no-tax campaigns,
by the boycott of British goods and everything else
of British origin. But will these things of them.
gelves advance the national cause of India ? They
will certainly not bring the British Government to
its knees, damaging though the effect of such a re-
volt must be, There are at least two factors which
tell against the ultimate success of the Congress in
thisbusiness. One is that the movement would be
far from unanimous. There are Iarge sections of the
population in India and wide areas of country where
the writ of the Congress would not run. With all
its great influence it could not expect to be a match
for the ruthless efficiency of the Government
machine, The machine might wobble here and there,
but with 80 many interests engaged to support it all
over the country it could hardly be put out of action.

“Then there is the old diffioulty of keeping the
masses in line with the non-violence on which the
movement would in principle be based, Bitter ex-
perience has shown that when publie passion is in-
flamed it is impossible to restrain irresponsible hot-
heads from acts of violence, Communal strife and
bloodshed have too often been the by-products of
civil disobedience, despite the efforts of the leaders
to prevent such developments. The line of demaroa-
tion between passive resistance and physioal force
would tend to become blurred, especially as there are
always plenty of hooligans about to exploit such a
situation to their own advantage. With the bhest
will in the world to keep the movement on a
spiritual plane, Mr. Gandhi snd his associates would
probably not be able to prevent iis deterioration into
a tragedy of violence and reprisals.”

K » - %

A Better Way.

THEZ oorrespondent further adds: “Surely
there is & better way, and in the long run one
which will prove a more certain road to wviotory,
The Round Table Conference, with all its disappoint-
ments and shortecomings, at least pointed to a possi-
ble alternative. It may require more patience to
pursue theb slow and tortuous path to national self-
government, but who can doubt that vitimately it
would lead to the desired end without the hatred and
horrors which are inseparable from revolutionary
upheavals? I agree that there is cause enough in the
proosedings of the Government for protest and even
resistance ( within the law), but it seems to me and

to many other friendly observers orn this side that
Indian nationalists bave the ball already at their
feet if they will only play the game with wise
strategy and perseverance. By moral pressure alone
" they can undoubtedly extort from the present Govern-
ment 8 conetitution which, in the near futurs,
would place them in a position to advance without
much deley to the full achievement of their goal, The'
principle of government by oonsent was practically
conceded at the Round Table Conference and has
since been endorsed by Parliament, though with many.
doubts and quslifications. I mpst also be admitted
that the methods at present beinig pursued in Bengal,
and theUnitedProvinces are the very opposite of ‘gov-
ernment by consent.” But that, surely, can only
be & passing phase; since no one will maintain that:
the administration of any ocouniry ecan ever be nor- .
mally conducted on such lines. Despite all the
devices of autocracy, power is obviously passing to
the people. With an extended franchise oontrol of
the legislntures would soon be established and after
that tbe citadels of the executive would not lonrg
resist capture. Of course there are difficulties- and
dengers in that direction also, but there can - be liftle
doubt that real independence is more likely to be
gecured in that way than in any other. A prolonged
struggle of the kind whioch ncw seems fo be impend-
ing betweoen a widespread populsr movement and a
powerful Government may well bring both to the
» verge of ruin, involving untold millions in a common
oatastrophe.”

* * *

Condemnation of Communalism.

SOME prominent Muslim young men from
Bombay have recently issued a manifesto dissociating
themselves from the narrow commmunsl attitude
adopted ag the R, T. C. by Muslim delegatezs. In the
course of the manifesto they say: '

The events of the last few montbs in Britain and India
have naturally besn sngaging our closest attention, We
have followed, with as much sorrow. as shame, the
eopduot of the so-called Muslim delegates to the Round
Table Confsrence. We cannot find words strong enough
to condemn their taoties. We completely dissociate our~
selves from their communal demands, The younger gene-
ration is swayed by thoughts and feslings entirely differ-
ent from theirs and the wide gulf that separateaus from
them is indeed 8o wide as to be unbridgeable. Our self-
respect prompts us to announce that we of the younger
generation are proud to oall ourssives Indians first aod
Indjans last. We are not prepared to tolerate communa~
lism in any shape or form, and desire the freedom of the
oountry with as much intensity as our brethren of the
other communities.

‘We conaider it needless to go into the details of the
ocommunal demands formulated by the Muslim Delegates
to the Round Table Coufarencs. Suffice it to say that,
in our eonmidered opinion, the foundation of & Swaraj
India muat be laid in unstinted natiovalism and no
constitution will be acveptable to the younger gensration
of Muslims until it is broadbased on the three principles :-

(1) Joint Eleotorates;
(2) Residuary powers to vest in the Oentre; and
(3) Adulst Suffrage.

In our own humble way, we have resolved not torest
oontent till our counntry’s freedom is attained and come
munalism has been wiped out.

It will be noticed that the Congress ftoo is partly
involved in this condemnation since it has declared
itsslf to be in favour of the residual powers of the
constitution being vested in the Provinces and States
which will form the oconstituent members of the

proposad federation.
 J * *
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HOW TO BRING ABOUT PEACE?

HEN the non-co-operation movement was start-
ed by the Congress at the instance of Mahat-
~ maGandbi it was a novel developmentin In-
dian politics. Government had no previous expe-
rience of it. Being based on the principle of non-
violence, it wag difficul6 to ban it. Government was
also anxious to promote the success of the newly
introduced Montagu-Chelmsford reforms. They there-
fore decided to wait on events and tock vigorous
action against the Congress more than a year after
the commencement of satyagraha by proclaiming its
volunteer associations unlawful under the Criminal
Law Amendment Act. According to the non-official
viow the movement was dying of inanition and that
had Government stayed their hands a little longer
their patience would have been amply rewarded in
the end. The enforcement of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act, however, revived the movement.
Mahatina Gandhi himself said to me and Mr. Jamna-
das Dwarkadas in Decoember, 1921, “Government had
successfully opposed my antysgraha with theirs, I
did not know whst to do, but the Criminal Law
Amendment Act has come to my rescue.,” The dis-
obedience of the Act created a critical situstion for
some fime, but the Act served its purpose in the long
run, as the supply of Congress volunteers prepared to
defy it ceased after a while.

When civil disobedience was restarted in 1930,
for a variety of reasons, one of the most important of
which was that Lord Irwin was at the head of the
Indian administration, Government again decided to
take no hasty steps and to watch the manifestations
of the movement. It was thought tbat the move-
ment, the main plank in which was the manufacture
of salt, might soon sink under its own weight. This
hope might have been realised, but as in 1921 the
action taken by Government to repress the movement
put new life into it. The unnecessary dispersal of
public meetings by force and ruthless lathi charges,
which became the order of the day, gained for the
Congress. the sympathy even of people who dis-
approved of its programme,

It may have seemed to Government when they
were threatened with the resumption of civil dis-
obedience three weeks ago that the events of 1921
and 1930 showed that the policy of forbearance
had proved a failure. We believe there was also
a reaction against the “sloppy sentimentalism” of
Lord Irwin which culminated in the Gandhi-Irwin
pact of March last. Instead, therefore, of trying to
extinguish the fire after the flames had spread, swift

and stern action was taken to put out the sparks that .

might lead to a conflagration. The entire Congress
and all allied bodies have been placed under a ban
and nost of the prominént Congressmen are under
detention. Even the Nationalist Muslim Party,
which is not affiliated to the Congre=s has been pro-
claimed. Drastic Ordinances have been issued. The
Emergenoy Powers Ordinance is scarcely distinguish-
able from martial law, The executive is all power-
ful, anua cnn practically suspend the ordinary law of

the lIand. Misuse is being made of section 4 of the
Emergenoy Powers Ordinance. Respeotable persons
whose movements can be easily traced are required fo
report themselves to the police at prescribed intervals,
and their refusal to do so is made a ground for
inflicting severe sentonces on them, The case of Mr.
Brelvi is the most flagrant instance of this kind,
District magistrates seem to be inviting trouble by
unnecessarily prohibiting public meetings, and the
use of excessive force is crosting a revulsion of
feeling as in 1930. At Dohad, according to the
Indian Daily Mail of the 20th January, 104 persons
including four ladies, out of 500 persons forming &
procession, were injured in a lathi charge. This, if
true, is 8 gerious matter, and requires to be looked into
by the Bombay Government.

What is the net result of the strong action taken
by Government during the last fortnight to have its
authoriby respected ? What kind of effect has it had
on our political and economic life ? It is too early
yet to make any sfatement abouk the final outcome
of the mesasures adopted by Government, but
it appears, for the time being, that the eivil disobedi~
ence movement is lacking in the vitality which it
showed in 1930, The sudden action taken by Gov-
ernment prevented it from maturing its plans and
organising its forces, and left it without a directing
head. To this extent the anticipations of Government
have been fulfilled, but discontent hes become more
deep rooted, and men’s minds have been turned away
from the reforms. The most urgent task before the
country is to acquire the power which will prevent
the recurrence of a catastrophe like the one which
faces us now. It requires deliberate handling and
the united energies of all parties for its con-
summetion, But such is the state of feeling
in the country that the ordinary man regards sll talk
of reconstruction, which should be our most impor-
tent preocccupation, as unreal.

As regards the economie situation, so far as one
can judge from newspapers, business is at a stand-
still. The boycott of foreign cloth is being vigorous-
ly pursued. Denlers in foreign cloth are unable to
carry on their ftade. There is no doubt that the
Ordinances bhave added to the public disinclinatien to
buy foreign cloth, and have increased public sympa-
thy for those who are preaching its boycott. The
commercial exchanges and markets in DBombay
practically remain closed. Responsible bodies are
exhorting the public to have no dealings with {oreign
textile or banking or insurance companies and to
patronise indigenous companies only. The financial
position of the country is also causing considerable
anxiety, Customs and Railway receipts, in epite of
the enhancements recently made in Customs duties
and Railway fares, have been very disappointing,
and it appears as if Government will have to come
before the Indian legislature with fresh demands for
taxation, The economic depression is world-wids,

i butin Indis it has been accentuated by political
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-opuses, Our economice recovery is clogsely bound up
-with an improvement in the political situation,
The position in the country requires the settle-
- ment of the constitutional problem at the earliest
- possible date, The sconer the responsibility for the
- mdministration of the country is cast on Indians, the
. sooner will there be peace in the land. It was there-
fore suggested to the Prime Minister during the first
sessfon of the R.T.C. that even before the new
‘constitution received Pariiamentary spproval, steps
should be taken to make Government more respon-
.#ijve to Indian aspirations. The Prime Minister
referring to this in his closing speech said,

“One or two of you who have bad large experi-
ence in administration have pressed upon us that
under the existing Government of India Aot some
$¢hings of importance could be done by admini-
stration, to bring Indian administrative aetion
more into sccord with the declarations made

. here than is the case to-day. We cannot commit
ouraelves as to whether that is so or not, but we
propose, in consultation with Indians of administ-
rative experience, to explore that, and as the result
of the exploration we shall take action or other-
wise, ”

“We do not know what action the Prime Minister
took to implement this promise., But Sir A, P. Patro
is reported to have said the other day that Mr. Benn
made the necessary inquiries and found that the

-course suggested wsas not practicablo, We 6nd it
difioult to believe that had this been the case,
responsible members. of the R.T.C, would have
pressed upon His Excellency the Viceroy s propossl
which had already been investigated and discarded,
and that His Excelloncy would have lent a favourable
enr to it. Tt is true that the Muddiman Committes’s
view was that large constitutional changes in the
existing system of government would not be consi
gtent with the “structure, policy and purpose™ of the
Government of India Act, but they would be quite in
accord with the mnew polioy enunciated by the
British Government, and even within the existing
framework of the Act, it is possible to take admini-

. atrative action which will change the spirit in which
the government of the country oan be earried on.
The higher personnel can at least be rapidly Indianised.
Along with this, two other steps can be immediately
taken which will be an unmistakable proof of the new
epirit which inspires the British Government. The
recruitment of the higher grades in the Civil Service
in England shouid be completely stoppsd. The Assem-
bly demanded this in 1922, and the O'Donnell
-oiroular oreated the impression that the Government
-of India wera inclined to consider the demand favour.
ably, but possibly owing to the resignation of Mr.
Montegu, the old polioy remained unohanged

The other question which should be immediately
tackled is the Indianisation of the Army, The report
«of the Indian Military College Committes has caused
profound disappointment in the coun try. To use the
words of the Defenoa Sub-Committee of the R.T.C.
its proposals are not “commensurate with the main
object in view." They are far from being & serious

ment repress how can you co-operate?

attempt to train Indians to defend their country, and
have created doubts whether the eonstitutional . con-
trol of the Army will be transferred to Indians with-
in any measurable distance of time. An honest and
liberal policy in this mat'er will go far to reconcile
Indians tothe reservation of the Army, and be the
surest pledge of England’s intentions with regard io
Indian Pominion Status,
H. N. KUNZRU.

* WITHDRAW FROM R.T.C.”

HE question propounded in our last week's
leader has been answered generally in the
affirmative, for though it is not yet known

whether Sir Purshotamdas Thakordas will serve on
the Working Committes of the R.T.C, other non-
Congressmen have agreed to do so. And we omnnot
say that they have taken a wrong decision. The oppo-
site view is very ably presented by a valued co-
worker in our oorrespondence ocolumns. It
can. be summed wup thus: when Govern-
Surely,
our correspondent will easily detect for himself
the fallacy underlying such a gquestion, for non-
Congressmen when they offer to work on the R.T.C.
committees do not co-operate with Government in its
repression, but only in devising ways of expand-
ing our political rights, Not only do they not share
any responsibility for repression, but they expressly
dissociate themselves from it and protest against it.
It may suit the enemies of the eountry to misrepresent
their attitude, but Indian nationalists who are not in-
terested in making it appear. that the Government's,
present policy of undisoriminaling coercion has
popular support need not join snch enemies.

‘While protesting against repression, non-Con-
gressmen are not willing to.let their protest take a
ghape which, without helping Congressmen in any
way, will only result in postponing and seriously
jeopardisiug constitutional advance, which alone will
be a lasting remedy for & state of things like the
present, Our correspondent says that mere abstention
from R.T.C. committees on the part of nor-
Congressmen will be effective: .it will be effective
certainly in impeding the constitutional progress
of the country, but it will be wholly ineffoctive
in stopping further repression. After all this form
of protest is available to just a handful of
men in the country; those non-Congressmen wha
have not been invited to work on the committees
cannot, even if they will, express their prolest in
this manner. In these circumstances it appears to
us that the best interests of the country would be
gerved, not by withdrawing the few men who per-
chance may offer stern opposition to the machina-
tions of British die-hards at the R.T.C., but by enlist-
ing the support of others who are not called upon to
take any part in the R.T.C. proceedings in a general
movement of protest, How such a movement can be
organised and mads effactive is by no means an easy
question to answer, but it is just in answering a question
like this that the talents of all thoughtful menlike our
correspondent can be employed to the best alvantage.
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';Anyway, it is a poor sort of protest for some half a
‘dozen people to rest content with pursuing a negative
policy of abstention from the R.T.C. committees.

Our correspondent seema to think that since non-

Congressmen did so much to get the Congress into
$he R.T.C. they must logically themselves retire
from it when the Congress goes out. This reasoning
i8 not too essy to follow. Mahatma Gandhi himself
was of the opinion that the subjects of the Indian
Princes ought to bave been invited to the Conference,
and it is belioved that he used his great influence
towards securing their entry. Inthis eventually.he
;did r_lo,t succeed ; but that did not prevent him from
attending the R.T.C. himself. In fact he must have
Aagr'aed the more readily to enter the Conference in
order to protect the interests of a section of the
_gommunity who he felt would otherwise find no
champion. Nor did the people of the States make
& grisvance of it. It should be possible, we think,
fo extend a little of such charitable interpretation to
the conduct of non-Congressmen who, finding all their
efforls to keep the Congress in the R.T.C. fruitless,
now think of continuing their work on the com-
mittees with the sole object-of meking impossible in
future a repetition of a dendlock between the Govern~
mént and the people stch as has occurred now.

ADRViows,

AMERICAN CIVIC TMPROVEMENT.

AMERICAN CIVIC ANNUAL. VOL. IIl. E4d By
HARLEAN JAMES. (Ameriocan Civic Association,
Washington, D. C.) 1931, 21lcm. 350p. $ 3.00.

THE United States of America is & country which
nature has abundantly blessed with natural resources.
These gifts have too often been wasted by the greed
or thoughtlessness of its inhabitants. Whole regions
bave been de-forested by the steam saw-mill ; rivers
and water-falls of great beauty have been despoiled
to furnish power for factories; and highways leading
through wonderful scenery have been defaced with
huge and ugly advertisements, Fortunately a section
of the American people has been awakened to the
folly of such blind waste, and has banded itself
together to save what remains, This volume is the
third annual publicstion of such a group, reporting
on the results of the year’s efforts to save and restore
the natural beauty of America.

During the year under review an effort hag been

made to concentrate on the extension of the great’

systern of National Parks. Under this system, for
some years past the Government of the United States
has spent large sums of money in acquiring for the
nation vast areas of mountain and forest, and turning
them into reserves. The purpose here is not merely
what we frequently find in India, viz, to preserve
timber and prevent the lessening of rainfall which
often: follows on de-forestation. While these results
will follow automatically the main purpose istopro-
vide extensive playgrounds and holiday resorts for
the whole country. Sinoce the coming of the Ford car,
many people of moderate means spend their sammer
holidays in taking extensive camping trips. For this
purpose, these parks are provided with shelters which
‘may be ocoupied at 8 nominal cost, and with guides,
«publications describing routes and scenery, and in

some cases with extensive museums, How much thil:_:
eystem adds to the health, intelligence and happiness

of the American people it is difficult to estimate.

. The second section of the book deals with civie-
improvement or town-planning. The capital city of

“Washington is the best example of the planned order

and beauty that can result from a systematic use of
the best idens in the laying out of a new city, and
from_the ha.rngonious planning and placing of beautiful
public buildings. The same idea on a small scale can
be applied to lesser cities and small towns. How it
is being done is described in detail in this volume,
wh!ch the ;eviewer recommends to those desirous of
sesing India develop and preserve the natural beauty
in which she is so rich.

A. B. VANDOREN,

. VIVEEANANDA'S PHILOSOPHY.

THE LIFE OF VIVEKANANDA AND THE UNI~

VERSAL GOSPEL. By ROMAIN ROLLAND.

( Advaita Ashram, Calcutta.) 1931 21lcm, 435p.

Rs. 4/8.

THE book is divided into two parts: the first deal-
with the life of Vivekananda, and the second exs
pounds his philosophy. Both are saltogether unlike
most of what usually goes by these names. They
bear the impress of genius and are oreative interpre-
tations of the subject-matter rather than representa~
tions. .

The volume, we are told, is in continusation .of
the oneon Rawkrishna and it may bs said without:
exaggeration that Ramkrishna and Vivekananda had.
never been understood so correctly snd so objectively
as they have been in these two volumes. So muoch
has been written about these two personalities~—and
most of it by sympathetic and enlightened fellow-.
workers—that it seems surprising that there was
scope and need for R, Rolland’s studies of these two
masters. :

And yet it is so. We feel that we get here some-
thing new and fresh sbout.these two, though there are
no new facts as such. The narrative is made up of
selected incidents and the selection is made after a.
thorough and objective understanding of the ‘essence:
of the personality.

The comparison between Ramkrishna and Vive~
kananda whenever attempted shows an insight into
the life of both the personages which bas scarcely
been equalled and the scattered cross-references to-
Gandhi are also invariably illuminating. .

There was rarely a more diffioult task for amw
author than the one which Rolland here accom-
plishes. The difference between Vivekananda and
Ramkrishna had to be brought out and yet nobody"
who merely understood the difference could be said:
to understand the personalities conocerned. That:
there was & Napoleon, a Caesar, inside Vivekanand is
cortain. But there was much more, and Ramkrishna
knew that there was, when he said that it will melf
into tears and lend support to the weak and th®.
miserable onée Narain comes into touch with misery.
In this connection one should also note the lyrical
outburst on pp. 175 and 176 in which V ivekanands
—his work done—asks to be faken up into the bosom
of the Mother to be led wheresoever she liked,

In the part which deals with the philosophy of”
Vivekanands, ths suthor has ail salong kept the-
‘Waestern reader in hismind. He is interprebing the
thought of the Last as represented-in Vivekananda to-
:ﬁ:éfollowers of western science, philosophy and cul--
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" 7 As one who has a personal interest and deep in-
gight in such matters, Rolland's statement of our
philosophy has a uvique value and authority. His
-account of the four Yogas is at once impartial and
‘sympathetio, In faot, the entire treatment is a fine
Allustration of a real effort to understand a different
-culture, He knows what the- West stands for and
what it has achieved ; but he also sees as few do
“what the Esst did and ssid and will do and
-say again. He ' hopes that the Eastern { Hindu)
«oulture and philosophy 8s preached and lived by
Vivekananda and Ramlrishna will be wuuderstood
properly by the West and that both the East and the
‘West will realise that they are working for a common
«end vis, the perfection of man.

..M. Rolland believes in the unity of the East and
rthe West. He believes that they are working for each
«other and on_ly_ in their union car man achieve his
‘full possibilities, It is needless to say that in this
‘bock ag elsewhere he has succeeded as much ss the
‘powers of human intellect, imagination and emotion
oan, in showing that such a union is possible and
useful, Thereis nodoubt whatsoever that whether the
East and the West can or do unite or not, such works
u_@olland’s have immense value for the depth and
anrmhmenl:.of hig own culture, As books of genius,
of extraordinary penetration and impartiality thelr
pl.ace. 18 gecure for ever, though there .may be =
dlﬂ’erenqe of _opinion as to their prophetic character
s_nd their direct message. For, after all, there are
iikely to be more facts and higher laws in- God's
world than any man, howsoever great, can futhom,

P. R. DAMLE.

Miscellaneons,

MANDATES AT THER. T.C.

' “ The Januarynumber of the INDIAN REVIEW con-
ans an arficle on the above subject Jrom the pen
Mr. V. 8. Srinivasa Sasiri. He writes : o
ONE of the important differences between the first
and second sessions of the Round Table Con-

ference was the greater prominence in
latter of mandates by which some man::bm-s1 w::a?:

bound to certain courses of action. The effect on the -

inal wark of the Conference was not benefioi

lssue_s before the Cunference were of hhemll;trr'fot;z
gravity end complexity. They went. to the roots of
rational life and touched the fundamentals of the
Brltlsh gonnection. Many, various, and conflicting
interests had to' be reconciled : geveral communities,

long at variance in publio life, came togebner with the -

Avawad objsot of seeking mutual agresment. If oves
he art of oumpromigsa was needed gin huaman nﬁ'amr
L;_was'wh.en British and.Indian, Hindu, Musalman:
Blkh. Christisn and Untouchable met one another in
t. James Palaoce in the closing months of 1931, It
#a8 essentinl that the delegates shouid not only talk
Tankly to one another but be free to negotiate, both
En di:.l;m Questions bearing on the general politios of
:a r:a :«?pcl ) :tl;l th;_: tl;mticmlca\r matters in whioh they
i\it!r.daevaral ¥ Interested. In point of faot, how-
akn definite views and to the end remsaing
18tma Gandbi himself was the most -ri;‘;tkﬁi‘;
gﬂrﬁple i he wag heard again and againexrpounding.
e Resolutiong of the Indian National Congress and
wowing that he had. no authority to depurt from them
Illxloapt in small details, and that, if any considerable
afge wag proved necessary to his satisfaction, he
;o;xld have to cable to India aud await the sanction
tthe Congress Working Committae, If this was

representatives came tied down to cer- .

the case .with one who was gole! tepresentative and
had formerly been dietator; that of octher mandatories. -
can well be imagined. The Sikh spokesmen Tepeated :

their instructions so often and with so little change-

that we all knew them by heart. Dr. Ambedkar
changed, it is true, but in the direction of stiffening
his demands. The Mussalmans were led ably and.
skilfully. Last year, when the informal discussion
was in progress, they were willing to accept :come
promises ; but as the negotiations went on, they
showed lesa adeptability, largely because the man-

‘dates from India hardened.. The British representa-

tives, both those that oame from India and those that
represonted Parliament - here, evinoed throughout
the keen political sense of their race and felt them-
selves free 0. ba influenced by the necessities of tha .
situation and to give and take as ssemed best from.
time to time.. Let us. think for & moment of the .
various bodies or mssooiations from which membera.
of the Round Table received their mandates: The
Indian National Congress, the All-India Muslim
League, the Hindu Maha Sabha, the Eurcpean, Indian
Christian and other organisations. Each of these has
its own definite aims, programmes and watchwords.

"They appeal to communities and interests which are
distinet and which mean to be distirct for ever,

Itis
not conceivable that they would ever abandon their I
soparate existence snd merge together for a common
line of action. If on momentous oceasions like the -
present, their rapresentatives were mere instrumants
of speech of their executives, how isthe business of
the country to be earried on ? The phrase, the great-
est common measure of agreement, would be meaning-
less. A treaty or pact to- which the -parties are-
many, postulates that the varions negotiators should
have power o yield some points in the programme of
those whom- they represent in order to escurs other
points, The Mahatma oame prepared for separate elec-
torates for the Muhammaeadans and the Sikhs, and un- -
willing to continue that privilege to other communi- .
ties, or grant it for the first time to the Depressed
Classes. From this,position he did not budge an inch
to the end, He started by asking for complete’
popular eontrol over defenca and external affairs. No
argument from any quarter could prevail on him' to
moderate- this demand. On minor matters, like the
examination of public debts, his attitude was equally - -
firm. It ie difficult to say of him that during these .
fourteen weeks of incessant discussion and nego-

" fiation, he allowed himself to be moved in any im-

portant particular in order to make & common under-
standing possible. True, it was stated here on his
behalf that, if his views on any head of discussion
did not prevail, he would not necossarily break away
but wait till the end to Bee how the picture shaped

.and might even sacquiesce, if, on the whole, it was -

satisfactory to him. Surely that contingent promise,
assuming that it was made, would have been buk
poor encouragement to those who wished to come to
tarms with him on specific issues. If he had only
been a little mora of a realist on the claims of the .
Minorities and on the reservations, what could he
not have accomplished ? To speculats is to be un-
happy. He might have been the leader of a united
Nationalist Parky. But he preferred to be a mere
Congress mandatory. To enunciate principles, ‘to
fight for ideals, to make propaganda—these are high-
duties -and require rare ability. . But when agitation
has come fo a head, it is no ignoble part fo make the
most of the oocasion and get the people soma return’
for their sufferings. Col. Wedgwood’s recent letter
to the present leader of the Opposition raises a ques-
tion of the first importance in public life, QOne:
hopes it will be quoted widely inthe Indian Press.
We talked at the Round Table with glib tongues .
.about the united responsibility of & future Indian
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Cabinet. ‘'What would happen when several groups
had to combine to form the Government of the day,
and each Minister was bound by a mandate from his
group and could not-accommodate himself to the

views of his colleagues ? The persons who’issue the.

mandate sit in their own e¢lub.rooms and have no
need to test the validity of their views by placing
them in juxtaposition with the wviews of other
organiestions. A cabinet minister, whether at
the federal centre or in a provincial eapital in
India, would find himself at every turn compelled to
choose between loyalty to his party esucus and loyal-
ty to his cabinet colleagues. All government would
become impossible if he was not free, whenever be
thought fit, to prefer the latter to the former. Well-

established and strong organisations like their spokes- |

men {o be independent ; it is the weak onea that pre-
for dummies, An experienced Parliamentarian
writes :

“ 1t will be a bad day for the Labour Party when
its parliamentary discipline is so rigid as to exclude
a Jos. Wedgwood. No party ean afford to exclude all
gincere and erratic heretics, The Conservative Party
has never banned its Ceoils and its Henry Bentincks
and has gained in strength thereby, and the Labour
Party is going to weaken itself seriously if it tries to
goose-step its Wedgwoods and Maxtons into the divi-
sion lobby by means of these signed pledges.”

@orrespondente,

“WITHDRAW FROM R. T. C."

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

81R,—~1 hope you will allow a little space to ans old
oo-worker of yours to dissociate himsslf from the

advice offered to non-Congressmen in your Issiie of |

last week, In my opinion, yoursis a counsel born
of weakness and despair, and as such should be unac-
ceptable to all who have faith in the inherent capa-
city of the country 1o resist any ourbing of the pas-

‘sion for national freedom and who haye hopes about |

the urge for self-governmerit securing for India a
glorious place among the groat nations of the world,

The events of the past fow weeks have taken us
back to the state we were in about a year ago when
on their return the most prominent among ron-Cong-
ressmen in Indis set about the fask of securing the
co-operation of the Congress in the work of framing
the constitution. For reasors which-——with ¢hat
elarity of political vision that so Qistinguishes him in
public life—Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru has re-
cently analysed in your columns, the blunders of the
Government of India have led to & snapping of the
link between Government and the largest and most
ackive politjoal organization in the country and I for
one do not appreciatd how those who strove so “hard
last year for the Congress to be represented in futura
constitutional discussions reconcile themselves to
carrying on without it now, when ‘the picture (to
borrow the language of the Round Table Conference
itself) is nearly as incomplete as it was last year. - In
fact, if the eommittees now appointed had been

constituted last year, their personnel would have.
been much more aoceptable and Jess reactionary than.
it is today, That, however, is an accident and is not
the‘msin ground on which I base my opposition to
non-Congressmen associating themselves with the
work of the committees,

The principal remson why such association is
harmful to the interests of the country is that it repre-
sents—and is being actually fnterpreted as such—an
acquiescence in the pressnt official polioy of orush--
ing the Congress and ell activitics associated with it
which the Government of India have now iraugurated.
Liberty of speech, freedom of the press, fresdom of
sssociation—these should be the watchwords of all
true Liberals, and can any non-Congressman
lay bhis hands on lis heart and say whether
public safety really demands the fetiers which are
now imposed in the name of law and order on the
freedom of speech, writing and association under’ the
regime of the Ordinances promulgated by the
Governor-General ? If the answer, as I understand
your views, is that the policy is wunjustifiable how
.can he offer co-operation? The legisiatures todsy are
powerless in securing a reversal of the policy, but -
protest on the part of those callad upon to work on

the committees may be effective.—Youra, eto.

Bombay, 19th Januarg, AN ASSOCIATE,
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