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No=Rent Campaign in U. P.

ANOTHER viceregal ordinanca has been issued—
to deal with the situation created in U, P, by the
commencement of the no-rent campaign. An influen-
tial section of opinion in that provines holds the
view that the local Government have done their best
to afford relief to the tenants consistently with their
obligations to the other gections of the population and
that ghe Congress authorities were somewhat hasty in
precipitating the prezent crisis. Even so, one cannot
resist the conclusion that the provisions of the ordi-
nance which in some respscts resembles the one
recently issued to deal with the terrorists in Bengal
are unjustifiably rigorous. This becomes the more
inexplicable, when it is borne in mind that while the
terrorists indulga in violence, the Congress which is
respongible for the movement in U. P. is wedded to
non-violence, The ordinance, though applicable
mainly to U. P., penalises newspaper writings in any
part of India designed to incite psople to refrain
from paying their land rent or land revenue dues,
It arms the Government with extensive powers, as in
Bengal, for rounding up groups of persons whom they
may regard 2s engsged in leading or conducting the
no-rent campaign. It goes without saying that the U,
P. Government will hereafter enjoy virtually unres-
tricted powers of restraining individual liberty and of
commandeering any building for the use of the police
or the military. The penalty for disobedience of orders
restraining the freedom of movement of persons con-
nected with the campaign will be a term of im-
prisonment running up to 8 maximum of two years.
A novel feature of the ordinance is that it seeks to
penalisz parents for the actions of thair children upnder

16, not;, however, bafore the parent concerned hashad an
opportunity of appearing before a court or of submitting
an explanation, There is a provision in this ordina-
nee, as thare was one in its predecessor put in force
in Bengal, which empowers Government o impose
collective fine on the inhabitants of areas considered
furbulent by them, A perusal of the provisions of
the ordinance leaves one wondering whether it is
designed to deal with a foreign power at war with
the Government or with a movement which ostensibe
1y has non-viglencs as l;ts sheet alichor.

Political Violence by Women.

NEWS comes from Bengal of the assasgination on
the 14th inst. of the European Digtrict Magistrate
of Comilla, Mr. Stevens, by two girl students of the
local Government High School. It seems the outrage
took place about nine o’clock in the morning when Mr.
Setvens was in his bungalow, The girls sought an in-
terview with the deceased officer in order to petition
him about arranging a swimming competition at
Comills. He referred them to the head-mistress and
was shot at with fatal result, while he was returning
the petition to them. A servant who intervened also
received & shot luckily with no serious consequence,
The participation by women in the commission
of violent political erime is an unprecedented event in
India’s recent history. But the fact of women being
involved in the commisgion of the offence in no way
lessens the culpability of the act. Violence as a
political weapon, whether resorted to by men or
women, is equally deserving of condemnation.

The outrage has naturally caused much stir in
Englaud where sterner repression is being insistently
demanded by Tory die-hards. Repression will no more
drive away political diecontent than will violence
as a political weapon bring swaraj nearer. The need
of the hour is for those in authority not to lose their
balance, . . . '

The Lords Debate,

WITH the endorsement by the House of Lords of
the Government's Indian policy, that policy has now
behind it the backing of the British Parliament.
This is significant, seeing what desperste attempts
were being made by Tory die-heards to prevent
Parliament committing iteelf to Mr, MacDonald’s
declaration of the 1st inst. Even in the debate in tha
Lords last week Lord Lloyd who played Mr. Chur-
chill’s obstructive part did try his best to inducs the
Lords by means of his amendment te postpone any
expression of opinion of the Government’s Indian
policy and Lord Middleton, a former Secretary of
State for India, left no stone unturned to get the
consideration of the question put off for two months.
But the House of Lords oconvinced that any such
postponement would give rise to serious misunder-
standing in Indis about the Government’s intention
to effeciuate the pledges given by them signified its
approval of the Indian policy after rejecting both
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motions of postponement. Lord Lothian, the present
Under-Secretary for India, apparently had the adwvo-
eates of “firm rale” in mind when he remarked that
in the long run repression was no remedy and
political disoontent required & political cure—a
sentiment which was later echoed by Lord Irwin,
- There was nothing surprising in Lord Peel making
much of the failure of the different communities to
put forward an agreed settlement ; indeed he wanted
the introduction of central responsibility to be made
to depend upon the solution of the communal difheculty
by the communities concerned, which was another
way of saying that it should stand over till the Greek
Kalends, It follows that he did not favour the ides
of the British Government imposing & communal
settlement of their own making for fear that it would
be attacked most vigorously by both sides. This
wholesome fear of public opinion seems to be
matter of very recent cultivation with Lord Pesl.
For as a predecessor of Sir Samuel Hoare’s at the
Indis Office, some at any rate of Lord Peel’s actions
did not show that their suthor entertained too tender
a regard for the diotates of public opinion, In any
cage, the British Government has not been known
by Indians to be particularly responsive to their
wishes. To mention & recent instance. Though the
appointment of the Simon Commission aroused
universal condemnation in India, it went through
its programme in accordance with a pre-
srranged plan regardless of Indian opposition.
‘Weo are far from puggesting that they should
be giving exhibitions, of such & callous disregard of
public opinion on every possible occasion, But we
are unable to understand why Lord Peel wants them
to be unususlly sensitive to public opinion only in
respect of the communal settlement. Qur poink is
that if the Government are so minded, they can
even enforce a settlement which is fairly satisfactory

to the different communities,
* * *

A Rift at the Burma R. T. C.

THE Burma R.T. C, is to all infents and pur-
poses going on in an atmosphere of unreality. At
its commencement the delegates naturally wanted to
know the British Government’s intentions towards
the question of Burma's separation from Indis, The
Government had apparently not yef made up their
mind on the subject, for all the light that the chair-
man, Lord Peel, could throw on fthe point was =
request to continue the discussion as if separation
wore decided upon; for otherwise, he pointed out,
there would be nothing fo disscuss as if
the delegates having come all the way from
Burma had somehow to be kept engaged! This
did not satisfy the delegates’ curiosity who, scenting
danger, later pressed for a declaration of the Gov-
ernment’s policy towards Burms. After hurried con-
sultations between Cabinet Ministers, this was
forthcoming in due course but was found by the
delegates to fall shork of Burmese aspirations for
their country. For while Burma was keen upon ths
attainment of responsible government as soon as prac-
ticable, the Government declaration seemed to them
to be offering only partial responsible government,
In other words Burma, they thought, was being offer-
ed now what India was promised in 1917, To ex-
press their dissatisfaction with this declaration of the
Government’s policy made through Lord Peel, three
Burmese delegates walked out of the Conference for
the day- on the 14th inst. and though they would be
atbending its further meetings, they have no inten-
tion of taking any aotive part in its deliberations.
The feeling in Burms as expressed at several con-
ferencesheld pricr to the R, T. C, was in favour of
separation only if separation led to immediate and
full respomsible government, fajling which the

general consensus of opinion favoured Burma’s con-
tinuance in its present position as part of India. In-
deed some of the delegates to the Conference seem to
have been bound by s mandate to accept nothing less
than Full responsible government which ghould be in
wor}:ing order on April 1st next year. This was
obviously not what Lord Peel’s declaration held out
before the Burmese people. They therefore asked
that the csse of Burma should not be consider-
ed as apart from India of which it should be allowed
to be an autonomous provinee under the new regime,
and that arrangements should be made for it to take
part in the constitutional discussions that are shortly

- to be continued in India. The Government will be

bound to accede to this demand if it could be shown
that it has behind it the backing of s large volume
of opinion in Burma.

* *» *

Excise Administration of Blhar and Orissa,

THE excise administration of Bihar and Orissa
for 1930-31 in common with other provinces was
marked by a notable fall in the consumption of
coantry liquor due to the picketting of liquor shops
which was such & marked feature of the civil dis-
obedience campaign last year. The consumption of
country liquor decreased from 960,300 gallons during
the preceding year to 636,800 gallons in 1930-31,
which works out to a drop of 3314 per cent. The
revenus from this source also showed a decline in
almost equal proportion, the figures of revenue being
Rs. 73,650,000 and Rs. 49,13,150 for 1929-30 and
1930-31 respectively. It is gratifying to note thaf
decreased consumpbion of country liquor was not, as
in some provinces, accompanied by an increase in that
of foreign liquor, 'The effect of the prohibition acti-
vity on the parc of the Congress was also noticeable
in the moribund condition of excise advisory bodies
almost throughout the province. It must be added
in fairness that thig insotivity on their part was by
no means self-imposed but was of the making of the
Government, which in the situation then existing
deemed-it fit to suspend these bodies and thus deprive
themselves of their advice on excise matters, Nok
that they had done anything to deserve this
antipathetic treatment st the hands of the loocal
Government. Indeed the working of the eight
Licensing Boards in the province which is reported
by the Excise Commissioner to have been psatis-
factory does not lead one to fear that these lesser
bodies would have bshaved differently, had they
been asllowed to function. Even supposing that facta
had justified the worst fears of Government, one fails
to see how their unreasonble demands would have
prejudicislly affected the Government, seeing that
their recommendations had nothing more than an
advisory status. As it is, Government aeemus to have
put themselves in the wrong with public opinion
owing to their hasty and ill-considered action with
regard to these bodies. We gee from the report
that cases of illicit distillation during the year
under report more than doubled themselves, having
risen from 1,233 to 2,718, a rise of 119 per cent, which
is rather disquieting. It is & matter for regrel:
that the prohibition experiment which was in
operation in a teluka for three years was dis-
continued from the beginning of 1931-32. It is
difficult to see why this step was decided upon,
for the report is conveniently silent as regards the
reasons in its suppert. It is to be hoped some
member of the Liegislative Council will look upon if-
as his duty to elicit information on the point. What
the public would be really ‘interested to learn is
whether the closure of the experiment was decided
upon on financial grounds alone or whether the Gov-
ernment’s decision was based on the usual fear of in--
creased illicit consumption, 2
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Britain’s Paramoimtcjr and India’s Independence.

-

T may now be taken as proved that Mahatma
Gandhi, while nominally sasking that para-
mountcy over the Indian States be transferred to

the federal government, is in effect willing to let it
vest in the Viceroy. The effect of his complaisant
attitude to this question on his demand for indepen-
dence deserves to be particularly noted.

The Congress members of the All-Parties Com-
mittee in 1928 experienced considerable diffioulty in
formulating a constitution onthe basis of dominion
gtatus and deemed- it necessary, before putting their
band to the so-called Nehru Report, to preserve the
Congress position by making it clear that they for
their part took the “ higher ground * of independence.
They joined with other parties merely to demonstrate
the unanimity among all shades of thought in India
that no consfifution which at the lemst did not coms
up to the standard of & dominion constitution had any
chance of being accepted in any quarter; but such a
constitution, if it stopped short at dominion status,
would still be unacoceptable to Congressmen, who
would use it only as & stepping stone to Independence.
The Report says: “ Our deciding, as a Committes, in
favour of such a Constitution simply means that the
maximum degree of agreement was only obtainable
on this basis. Itdoes not mean that any individual
Congressman, much less the Congress ibself, has
given up or toned down the goal of complete indepen-
dence. Those who believe in this goal retain
the fullest right fo work for it. But the maximum
agreement thus reached will, we trust, serve asa
satisfactory basis for a constitution which all parties
can unite to work without prejudice to the right of
any party or individual to go further shead,”

The passing of the Statute of Westminster has
sinece put it beyond doubt that the political commu-
nities within the Empire which have been invested
with dominion status enjoy & measure of self-govern-
ment which is nof easily distinguishable from that
enjoyed by sovereign independent states. The ground
of the Congress objection to dominion status ie and
has been not s0 muech thaet under it India will have
less autonomy thap independent states but that in
juridical form ii wlill remnin an integral part of
an empire which, as Professor Toynbee says, is still
a unitary state in international law. That Indis,
when she atfains dominionhood, will like other
dominions be at liberty to cut the painter and cease
to remain a part of the empire was to the Congress
no consolation. It was not mere ability to sever the
imperisl tie that the Congress wanted to secure for
India, but the severanee itself. Indis must become a
govereign independent stabe, ag much in legsl theory
as in politicsl effect. That was the ground of the
Congress’ rejecting the traditional objective of
dominion status in favour of independenece,

Mahatma Gandhi hss already by means of
finessing which is so characteristic of him given
independence a new meaning. He is willing to let
India remain within the British empire provided that
ghe can get outof it at will, A union with Gresat

Britain is nob in itself intolerable to him ; only the
union must be capable of being dissolved by India
as well as Great Britain. The juridical inferiority
of dominion status is not very galling to him. This
interpretation remlly explains independence away.
For even before the Statute of Westminster was
enacted we all knew that dominion status confers
upon & dominion the right of secession. Even so,
the Congress insisted upon independence and in
doing so broke from other parties. By making
independence to mean, however, equal partner-
ship with Great Britain dissoluble on either gide
Mahatma Gandhi has in fact reverted to the
pro-independence or dominion status position of
the Congress. The Congress too seems to have
acquiesced in this self-stultifying process ; and we
non-Congressmen who do not belieave in national
independence but who rather believe in inferna~
tional interdependence need not quarrel with such
a dexterous handling of the Congress following by
its leader.

But the content of independence cannot be water-
ed down still further. If it does not connots actual
severance of the British connexion, it must at least
connote practical and theoretical competence to
sever it when it so pleases the ocountry. If howaver
paramountcy over the Indian States is ressrved to the
British Crown, the very possibility of such severance
is barred for all time. Itis obvious thatso long as
the Viceroy as representative of the Crown retains in
hig hands control over Political Relations and wields
the puwer to interfere with the internal administra-
tion of the States, the latter cannot possibly cherish
any thought of going out of the empire, If the States
are thus tied to the empire, 20 must be British India
in & federal government. It is inconceivable that
one unit of federation can be within the empire
and the other without, If British Indis is bent upon
saceding, she cannot do so without first parting ¢om-
pany with the States, But it canno} part company
with the States because federation is, unlike the
British empire, an indissoluble union, The only
way open o British India therefors for achieving in-
dependence is to cut the States loose from Great
Britain’s control over them ss a paramount power,
but this it cannot do if it accepts reservation of
Politica]l Reolations and the theory underlying it.

It cannot be too often repoated or too sfrongly
emphagised that reservation of paramountey will be
permanent, British Indians make light of it, but they
are gravely mistaken in doing so. Even those who,
unlike Mahatma. Gandhi, are agreesble to the reser-
vation of Defence and External Relations, insist
upon setting & term of years for their transfer, With-
out such a limit they fear lest the seolf-government
that may be aoccorded to them in internal mathkers
should be evacuated of all its substance, The Mahat-
ma, it would appear, is not content with the event.
ual {transfer of the departments. He wants them
transferred here and now. But at any rate they are
destined fo be trapsferred, if not today, tomorrow ; and
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if not tomorrow, the day after. But paramountey,
if now apgreed to, will remain reserved to British
control in perpetuity. And through the States Great
Britain will always bs able to keep its hold—-
its stranglehold — over British India. Mahatma
Gandhi has in his interview with Mr, Brailsford
frankly admitted the danger of the cohort of States’
members in the federal legislature really performing
the task that may be set to them by the Britishers.
The necessity of vesting paramountoy in the Indian
Federal Government instead of in the British Crown's
representative should therefors be patent to him.
‘But we are now concerned- in showing how, with
paramountcy reserved to British control, indepen-
dence even of the Mahatma's interpretation, wviz.
capacity to effect separation, becomes absolutely un-
attainable, not only now, but at any remote time
in future.

UPLIFT OF DEPRESSED CLASSES IN
MADRAS.

ITH the recent appointment by the Bombay
Government of & Backward Classes officer to
work in close association with & non-official

board, the depressed classes in this presidency will at
least know where to turn for help in esse of need.
This does not mean that the care of the untouchables
will be his whole time job. As in Madras, where the
Commigsioner of Labour is expected to look after the
depressed classes as part of his duties, the new Back-
ward Classes officer in Bombay will combine his
work for the so-called depressed classes with his other
duties which principaily concern the reclamation of
criminal tribes. How the new officer will proceed
sbout his business is not yet known; but he will sure-
ly find & good deal in the activities of the .Labour
Commissioner in Madras, whose report for 1930-31 is
just published, to guide him, It is necessary to add
that this special agency, though in existence for near-
1y ten years, has not yet been able fo extend its be-
neficent sctivities to sll parts of the presidency.
During the year to’ which the Commissioner's report
relates, it was at work in 20 out of the 27 districts
snd in Madras ecity.

The main difficulty experienced by these unfor-
tunate people is on the score of their housing. They
are almost invariably consigned to unhealthy and in-
sanitary locslities and are tyrannised over in sli
imaginable ways by their landlords. The Commis-
gioner of Labour therefore makes it his business to
give them relief in this matter by the provision of
suitable house-sites. Thisis done either by assign-
ment to them of waste land belonging to or at the dis-
‘posal of Government or by acquiring privately own-
‘ad land, the cost being in due course recovered from
the depressed class assighees. In 1930-31, 1973 sites
were provided out of 557 acres of Government owned
Jand and 2,414 out of 139 amcres of private Iand
‘acquired at a cost of nearly Rae. 90,000, During the
time this special agency has been at work, more than
66,500 suoh sites have been thus provided, which is
no mean achievement. It is not as if only as many
house sites are provided as are -in demand, In this

matter the department does well in looking beyond
the needs of the immediate future. It keeps in te-
serve large plots of land which ocould be assigned
to the depressed olasses when there is a demand from
them. Thus we find from & statement appended to
the report that there is available for assignment
almost as much land as has already been taken up,

- Another direction in which the special agency
under the Commiseioner makes itself useful is by
providing special educational facilities for the de-
pressed classes. The attempt of course is to avoid
as far as possible such special provision by securing
admission to the pupils belonging to these classes in-
to schools already existing. This is as it should be,
for the experience of the segregation of these classes
in special schools does not dppear to be particularly
happy, ae the recent abandonment of the practice of
providing special schools to the depressed classes by
the Baroda State shows. The report does not say
whether the rule in force in Bombay under which
publie schools or schools maintained out of publie
funds are bound to admit depressed class pupils
obtains in the southern Presidency. But apparently
it does not, For if it did, the report would not be talk-
ing impotently of the denial of admigsion to depresg-
ed class pupils to existing sohools as a ground for
starting special schools for them, Only in such
cases and in localities without schools, special de-
pressed class schools are started, care being taken to
avoid nesdless duplieation and consequent waste. The
number of such schools at the beginning and end of
the year was respectively, 1,582 and 1,784, out of
which 1,656 were day schools, 60 night schools and
68 combined day and night schools. Out of the total of
63,604 children reading in these schools, 52,858 wore
boys and 10,746 girls. In respect of teaching
efficiency too these schools seem to be in no way in«
ferior to the ordinary ones, seeing that as much as 84
per cent, of the teachers employed in them ware
trained.

To push on the spread of education among these
classes, & 1arge number of scholarships are provided.
Thus we find that there are 35 residential scholar-
ships of Rs. 18 each per month for nine months fo
pupils reading in Secondary Schools and 15 similar
ones of Rs. 25 each for pupils receiving College
education. Then, there are over 1200 scholarships of
amounts varying between Rs. 2-8-0 and Ra. ‘7 a
month for depressed class pupils studying in recog-
nised schools. A large mesasure of discretion is given
to the Commissioner in their distribution and also
in regard to their amounts so long as he keeps within
the budget provision, preference being given to can-
didates reading in higher classes. Thusin 1930-31
the number of such scholarships was 1354, In addi-
tion a certain pumber of scholarships whose monthiy
value varies between Rs. 9 and Rs, 14 is at the Com-
missioner’s disposal for being given fo boarders in
hostels run under Government auspices who are
undergoing a college course and have been unable fo
gecure any other scholarship under the control of the
Education Department. With a view to encourage de-
pressed class teachers to undergo the training course,
50 stipends of Re. 10-8-0 a month sre slso provided,
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out of which only three remained unutilized during the
year under report. 170 industrial scholarships of the
minimum and maximum monthly values respectively
of Rs. 3-8-0 and Rs. 7 are also available every year.
96 of these were given for carpentry, 12 for metal-
work, 29 for fitting and driving, 2 for electric wiring,
22 for weaving, 3 for mechanical engineering, 2 for
engraving and 2 for lace-making, Ten monthly
scholarships of Rs, 20 each for six months are
intended to enable suitable depressed clase students
to learn motor-car mechanism and driving, while ter
commercial scholarships were algo provided during the
year. Moreover through the efforts of the Commissjoner
exemption from payment of examination fees ig
secured in some cages, Last yosr it was secured in
the case of 72 students appearing for various
university and Government examinations. In really
necessitous cases writing materials, books and even
clothes are provided at the public expense, For tha
benefit of depressed class students, five hostels wers
maintained at Government expense, while grants
were made to institutions which cater for the board-
ing &and lodging tequirements of depressed clasa
pupils. Prominent among such must be mentioned
the Dopressed Classes Mission, Mangalore, for whose
mansagement the Servants of India Society iz now
responsible, and the Madras Seva Sadan which in
1930-31 received a‘'grant of Rs, 100 towards the
boerding expenses of five depressed class girls at
Ra, 15 each for eight menths.

Another activity of an ameliorative type speoi-
ally for the benefit of the depressed classes consists
in the construction of new wells, Whater ia such a
pressing human need that it should reslly be as easily
available to everybody as the air, But for obtaining
even such & necessity of existence the depreszed classes
have in some paris to contend against formidable
difficulties and to face popular prejudice. By providing
for them easy and adequate waber-supply due to the
construction of new wells the Government is doing
nothing more than its duty by them as human be-
ings. This part of the work therefore that is going
on under the auspices of the Labour department in
Madras is without doubt deserving of great nation-
building value, During 1930-31, 410 wells were
constructed and 164 repaired, bringing the number
of wells constructed or repaired during the time the
special agency has been at work to about 3,560 at a
cost of nearly Rs. 14 lakhs, It may be added that
the amount epent during the year on the provision of
suitable drinking water facilities for these classes
was nearly Rs. 314 lakhe,

There sre also other directions in which the spe-
eial staff under the Lahour Commissioner makes itself
perviceable to the depressed classes. But what is
said above is enough fo give the reader some iden ss
to the kind of work that is being done in Madras
with & view to raise the general level of these suppres-
ged classes. Such work is parcticulsrly needed in
Madras, where of all the Indian provinces #&hese
people receive the worst treatment from their fellow-
men, They also constitute guite s considerable ele-
ment of the population there. According to the 1921

census, they numbered 6-4 millions out of a total
population of 428 millions or, formed, say, its’
seventh part, With such s large part of the population
oppressed and down-trodden, it is obvious our march
to Swaraj will be neither rapid nor sasy. '

Onr Guropean Letter,

THE STATUTE OF WESTMINSTER BILL.

( FrROM OUR OWKR CORRESPONDENT. )
GENEVA, NOv, 28,

HE Statute of Westminster Bill has gone through
all the stages in the House of Commons, Fifty
Conservatives, led by Mr, Winston Churchill, cast
their votes against the Bill. Butf on the whole, the
Bill seems to have been cordially received by a con-
siderable section of the British public and their
accredited representatives in Purliament. Conirary to.
previous rumours, the opposition in the House of
Lords was anything but stormy. Lord Salisbury did
not oppose the Bill, although he regretted the necessity
for passing it, Lord Buckmaster thought that it was
undesirable to subject Imperial inter-relations to legal
definition and that the fres growth of the Empire
would be less impaired if the Bill was not passed, The
debate was wound up by Lord Hailshain who express~
ed his reluctance “to confine the living growth of the
constitution of the British Empire within the straight
waistcoat of legal enactment”, and his inability to go
against the wishes of the Dominions for a formal
assurance of their status,

Expert opinion in England is uniform in claim-~
ing that the Statute of Westminster Bill does no
more than provide legsl recognition to the rights and
privileges already sssured to the Dominions in
practice. Ever sinte parliamentary institutions were
begun to be granted to British oversea posssssions
three centuries ago, there has been & gradual and
sustained weakening of centralised imperial control.
The Dominions and India stood solidly by the
mother eountry during the Great War and the recog-
nition of that help by the British publio created a
favourable atmosphere for progressively transforming
the Empire into a Commonwealth of free and gelf.
governing units, The Imperial Conferences furni-
ghed an excellent platform for exchange of ideas and
good-will between the different Empire statesmen and
aroused a new sense of dignity on the part of the
Dominions and a new sense of responsibility on the
part of Great Britain. The Balfour Report, a direct:
result of the Imperisl Conference of 1928, summed
up the essence of Dominion Status in the following
terms :—"“The British Empire is not founded upon
negations, It depends essentially, if not formally,
upon positive idesls. Free institutions are its life-
blood. Free co-operation is its instrument, Peace,
security and progress are among its objects,” To
give practical effect to this spirit, a special confe-
rence, known as the Conference on the operation of
Dominion legislation, was convened in 1929 and its
report, which was adopted by the Imperial Conference

. of 1930, contains proposals for the speedy removal of
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all restrictions on Dominion Jegislation, The Statute

of Westminster Bill clothes in legal phraseology

those proposals,

There are two ways in which the Imperial cabi-
met holds control over Dominion legislation, having
statufory restricfions. The King, on the advice of
his Ministers, may dissllow an Act which has been
duly passed by a Dominion Parliament -and aszented
to by the King"s representative. Or, the latter can
reserve a Bill for the King's assent which may be
delqyed or withheld on the advice of the British Mi-
nisters. Again, the Coloniasl Laws Validity Act
renders void a Dominion 1aw to the extent to which it
is repugnant to an Imperial statute. The Meroantile
Marine Act prevents a Dominion from Iegislating
sgainst merchant shipping, The Dominion legislation
has no extra-territorial effect. Inall these respacts, the
Dominion Parliaments are subordinate to the sovereign
law-making body at Westminster. The Statute of
Westminster Bill removes all these snomalies which
are utterly incompatible with the professions and pra-
<ctices in inter-imperial relations so far,

Mr. Churchill and his followers are extremely
alsrmed af the possible consequences which may
result from the application of the abave Statute to
Ireland and India, The present constitution of Ire-
land is based on the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1922 which
8ays that Ireland shall be given the same status as
the Dominion of Canada. The guestion arises whether
the Treaty conferred on Ireland only those zights and
privileges which Canads enjoyed im 1922 or all rights
and privileges which Canada enjoys at any poink of
time. It is purely a guestion of interpreting a treaty
and cannot be settled arbitrarily either by the Dail or
the Imperial Parliament. Some inter-Imperial tribunal,
as the one envisaged by the Statuta of Westminster
for arbitrating on disputes between the different
parts of the British Empire, will have to decide that
question. Mr. Cosgrave, the present, head of the
Irish executive, is by no means on ‘anti-imperialist’,
Hoe does not declare that as soon es the Bill is passed
he would abolish the oath of allegiance, declare
Ireland a republie, scrap the provisions of the Irish
Treaty and secede from the Empire, Bui there is
eovery likelihood of the right of appesl to the Privy
Council being sbolished by Ireland, But the British
Government has given sufficient assurances to the
Churchillian school that adequate safeguards will be
provided for respecting the provisions of the Anglo-
Irish Treaty. In any event, the rejection of the Bill
by the House of Lords is out of question. Sucha
step will revive old suspicions of Imperial domina-
tion and strenghten the disintegrating forces which
have been at work for some time in the past, The
only political bond which will hereafter remsain
between the different Dominions is allegiancs to the
same King. A clause in the preamble to the Bill
provides that any alteration in the law relating o
the suocession to the throne or Royal styles and
titles must receive the assent of the Dominions also,
The ides of Empire economic unity is becoming
more and more popular, and the re-organisation of
the Empire on an economic basis may infuss new

life and &nergy and ¢ohesion into the Empire.

Long before the meetinga of the Ottawa conference
the sbove Bill would have become Iaw. The Empire
statesmen are awaiting with fluttering hearts to awvail
themselves fully of that opportunity and embark upon
a common scheme for reviving prosperity. India,
a3 in the past, will no doubt be invited to attend the
Ottawa conference, But it is obvious that nelther
Great Britain, nor the other Dominions have any
considerable economic advantages to offer her in
return for valuable concessions which are in her
power te grant. Political concessions may win her
sympathy. But the Empire statesmen have so far
failed to evince a keen interest in ber political des-
tiny, nor is there anything like a settled Empire
Indian poliey. Mr, Churchill’s ettitude towards
India is yet another disquieting factor. Addressing
the House of Commons on the Statute of West-
ming'er Bill, he said:—

For the first time, we see set out in oold, legal lang-
uage, what Dominion Status means. Let any one who
reads those clanses contemplate the frightful disaater
whioh would be brought on India if the full Dominion
Status, as get out here, became the law governing India.
In India we have an inalienable responsibility and
adequate and neoessary powers to maintain it. Now that
they have before them the sotual legal provisions of a
Dominion Btatus, is there any one who does not see the
folly and the wrong of deolarations which exoite the liopes
of the Indian political classes that, after a brief period of
trangition, full Dominion Status would be conferred on 8D
Indian Central Legislature ¥ The deolarations in favour
of Dominion Status for India, whioch were made a year or
two ago, took no mocount of the fundamental change
between the time of the Montagu Report and the Irwim
declaration, in the meaning of Dominion Btatus. The
term is the sams, it is printed in the same letters, it is
pronounced with the same aoccents, bat 1t means, after
the passing of the Btatute, something™ fondamentally
diferont from what it wag in the days of the Government
of India Act, 1919, No one ocan doubt that Dominion
Status, a8 defined in this Bill, would be jncompatible with
the highest symbols of Imperial authority for the races,
peoples and Btates of the continent of India.

How far these opinions find support among
the British public is somewhat difficult to say. But
the Rothermere-Churchill school represents the ex-
treme side of Conservative thought, In regard to
tariffs and other homse affairs, it Is ab present weild-
ing great influence, The National Government finds
it welt-nighe impossible to resist its mosh persistent
and vociferous attacks, So long as the Conservative
majority prevails in Parliament, this school must be
a source of considerable apprehension among Indian
political ciroles. Unless substantial politieal conce-
gsions are granted to India in the near fubure, the
cause of Imperial economic unity, the pet dream of
the Churchill school, is bound to recaive a serious set-;
back, Besides, the Churchillian philosophy -ssems
to have no place for India within the British Em-
pire on & footing of equality and freedom for any-
length of time. '

The case for Indis is, however, not without sup-
port, Inan admirable letter to the London Times,:
Lord Irwinreplied to Mr. Churchill’s challenge thus:—~

Tudian opinioa is prepared $o recoznise that both
the interest and particular ciroumitaices of Indis"
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- meoessltate a period of transition, during whioch
- the oconstitation must contain safegusrds ~ for
. several essential matters new under - consideration.
7 But apart from the question whether or not the Statute
of Westminster Bill does more than excend legal recogui-
tion to a relationship already existing betweea QGreat
Britain and the other Deminions, the broad, and indeed
the only, conclusion of Mr. Churchill's argument is that,
while one grade of constitutional liberty is suitable for
those Dominiona at present entitled to baar that name,
we must for any period that can now ba foreseen restriot
Indian hopes to the horizon of another and inferior grade
of constitutional status. From such an Imperial philo-
sephy I, in common with all who oan realise what the
effect of this dootrine would ba upon the development of
Indian political thought, must emphatically dissent.

“Buch choice sentiments are not widely shared
by those who are the real masters of India and with-
-out a change of heart on their part, Indis must
inevitably continue fo regard the British Empire as a
prison-house.

* - Beviews,

THE ECONOMICS OF UNEMPLOYMENT.

THE ECONOMICS OF UNEMPLOYMENT. By
J. A, HoBSON., ( Allen & Unwin. ) 1931. 20cm.
152p. 4/6.

* MR. HOBSOR, the well-known economist, has already
~won his spurs as & vigorous writer and thinker on
-eurrent economic problems and the present book
on unemployment amply sustains his reputation. In
-¢his, he has endeavoured, and that successfully, in our
opinion, to explain that the main causes of the depres-
gion to-day are over-production and under-consum-
ption caused as' a consequence of inequalities in the
distribution of national income, which places a larger
-proportion of the aggregate income in the possession
of comparatively small classes, who, after satisfying
all their economie desire, have large surpluses for
auiomatic saving and investment. It is generally
“believed that it is this surplus that is ususlly sent
out again as capital for industrial development and
that therefore they are s necessary featurs and with
-them of course the inegnalities originally in existence.
Mr. Hobson exposes this complacent delusion by
-showing how these surpluses only g to increase over-
production without a corresponding expansion of the
congumption of articles, and he shows how instead
of allowing large surpluses to accumulate in few
hands, they are more equitably and evenly distributed
-amonget the ganerality of the population, that would
not in any way reduce the proportion of income saved
but on the other hand actually increases it.

My, Hobson explains that the phenomsenon of
-¢yclical depression is due to oversaving and migap-
plication of capital and an equally grave misapplica-
‘tion of savings from industry towards the purehase of
-eommoedities. Merely to incresse production of com-
modities without helping to increase the purchasing
power of the vast majority of the population and thus
:increase consumption leads to great waste, In other
-words, * savings and investments for enlargement of
‘production are economically valid on eondition that
tha enlarged production is acecompanied or soon
-followed by a proportionately enlarged consumption.”
“The equalization of incomes brings about this balancs
betwesn production and consumption while at the
-Same time it will not Iessen the toial amount of eapi-
dal saved nor hinder the msintsnancs of as high a

Aif consumed now by those

rate of economic progress as before.. As Prof. Hobson
says, “ The surplus natura of much of the income
whioh. results from inequality of distribution
disturbs- the true balance of productive ackivities
and disturbs it normally: in the diraction
of postponed consumption of articles, which,
into whose hands
taey would fall would satisfy no felt want bub would
spell repletion.” In short, under the present system
of inequality of distribution, the surplus of unearned
income, involving no personal cost of produsction to
tha recipient and furnishing no personal satisfaction
of cousumption, accumulates unduly, congests the
economic organization, clogs its ducts,and causes
stoppages, trade depression, under-production and

" unemployment which we are all familiar with.

Mr. Hobson is not an advocate of such remedies
as wage reductions, removal of tariff barriers, res-
triction of out-put and similar others, all of which
he considers as mere palliatives and not eapable
of achieving any permanent results. On the ofher
hand he advocates & radical change in' the pre-
sent system of distribution, which is the rool cause
of all evils, To this end, Prof. Hobson is not also
against state action, which he thinks necessary in
order to bring outthe evenness of distribution by
heavy taxation of all surpluses, the proceeds being
utilized for social purposes, In conclusion, it may
be paid that readers of Mr, Hobson's book will be
convinced that the remedy proposed by him for the
present economic malaiss is the only possible and
rational one, if extremer remedies lixe Communism
and Bolshevism are to be loft out of account or are
to be guarded against.

C. V. HANUMANTHA RAQ.

A CHALLEN GE TO ECONOMIC ANARCHY.

MONEY VERSUS MAN. By FREDERICK SODDY.
( Elkin Mathews & Marrot, London.) 1931,
17cm. 121p. 3/6.

THiS is a remarkably well written book and for luci-
dity of exposition and simplicity of langnage it
would ba difficult to improve on its contents. Profes-
sor Soddy is frankly heterodox inhis views on money
and has no patience with the bankers or their
policies. His attack on the present economic organi-
sation of the world has a great deal of truth behind i,
though it may be that the way out may not exactly
be through Prof. Soddy’s prescription, for the obvious
reagon that it is an impossible preseription. Dr.
Soddy has atiempted in no uncertain language to .
give a new orientation to the ideas on banking and
carrency which ought to be seriously considered by
present-day radical reformers.

Lat us now examine some of tha characteristic
statements of the author and his general outlook.
In his very firat chapter he says :

This book has bgen written in the belief that economio
sufficiency is the essential foundation of all national
greatness and progress. The erime perpetrated to-day is
not the mere wasts, o worse than waste, of wealth, bué
of the oppoctunity it affords to build up a oivilisation,
nobler and more human than was possible in a world
held in the mere grip of and limited by want.

Graat hopes indeed, but how far realisable is 8 matter
of considerable doubt, - : .

Like the earlier reformers of the ninefeenth
century, Prof. Soddy has a great deal to say abont the
mal-digtribution of the incoms of the community:

The submerged tenth of the 19th century ever Browsr
the pepury of the masses ever aaccompanies and
enhances the relative wealth of the few. This isnot
national wealth but the revarse,... Aocute and chronis

-
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poverty and involuntary unemployment is not a mnation,
but an anarchy in the economio life of the community.

Holding very clear views on the social life of
the community, Prof. Soddy finds in the cheque
pystem of the banks a very insidious method of add-
ing to the currency of the community and his indict-
ment of the banks in their policy of creating fictitious
credits is remarkable for its sinocerity and depth of
conviction, To-day Professor Soddy says: *“97 per
cent. of the total money owned by individuals of the
nation is privately issued and by far the larger part
of it has no tangible existence whatever.” In the
light of present knowledge and experience the system
appears fo be high treason against the state, And
again, “clearly the profits of the issue of money must
belong to the community, a counterfeiter issuing
money is punished, but the banks with their cheque
system have done worse,” “Cheap credit facility is
in plain English a double theft.”

One striking sentence of Dr. Soddy's deserves
attention :

Once destroy the power of the banke and private
financial people to issue money and oonfine their opera.
tions to legitimate transaotions and there would not be
the least difficulty in maintaining the index number coxn-
stant. Bo long &3 private people oan get money created
for them and destroyed again money must be eapricicus.

It is difficult not to sympathire with Dr. Soddy’s
analysis but the remedy may be very difficult.

Dr. Soddy again with characteristic perspieacity
points to the red spot in the economic organisation
-of the present day:

No thought has been given to the ultimate purpose of

all the wealth we have been patiently preparing for over
a century to be in 8 position 70 producs. Now we can
make it, no one seems to know what to do with it, Exoept
a9 a mere transitory phase the idea of producing mora
and consuming less is & contradiotion in terms. -If vome-
thing is not done speedily to increase consumption the
world will speed up tillit bursts.

Prof, Soddy pleads for a national monetairy
systemn which will kesp prices constant and is shocked
at the sight of “the monetary system being surrender-
ed to and becoming & monopoly of the money-lender
without the public being aware of it at all.,” “The
whole financial system of the country is so rotten that
it cannot face & genuineenquiry.” (p. 112.) “At present
it is costing the nation over a hundred million pounds
8 year in bogus taxation for not doing its job.” Dr,
Soddy wanis a resl democracy which will know how
to produce and distribute without loss and a Govern-
ment that knows its own mind and works for the re .l
people| His appeal to democracy to rise to the full
heights of its responsibility and to do the right thing
for the nation as different from the private individual
merits consgideration from the leaders.

The book is a striking survey of the field of
economic activities and is a deliberate challenge to
individualism and economic anarchy. Itis extreme-
ly provoking for the self-satisfied and Prof. Soddy
would not have written in wvain if he succeeds in
educating in some degree the greatdemocracy of
England.

. 8. V. AYYAR,

HISTORY OF PUNISHMENT.

“THE STORY OF PUNISHMENT. A RECORD
OF MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN. BY
HARRY ELMER BARNES. (The Stratford Com-
psny, Boston. ) 1930, 22¢m, 292 p. $ 3-00,

THIS is a very interesting and instructive book. Its

main theme is that most of the criminals do not require

punishment, but adequate treatment on psychiatric

principles. This the suthor has tried to bring home-
tothe reader in every section. The opening chapfer

is on ascertaining guilt, and the author has conclue-
sively shown how the police torture makes the alleged

offenders to admit the wrong-doing. In this respect

the policein eivilised countries do not show batter-
record than their Indian confreres. And the only

trace of civilisation is to be found in their application

of the electrio ourrent in the process of forture or what

is ealled the “Third Degree” method. The jury system

Mr. Barnes ocondemns in the strongest possible-
terms, and commends, in-its stead, a staff of experts in

psychology, peychiatry and medicine and the soientific-
application of lie-detectors. That is certainly a

counsel of perfection whose realisation seems yet very

far off, The chapters on *“Crime and Punishment in

Early Socicty,” “Corporal Punishment,” “Transporta~
tion and Capital Punishment” bring out vividly how-
savage and fiendish were the methods which our early

ancestors were using to punish criminals and how

blood-curdling miseries were inflioted upon those
who were transported to Australia by the British,.
to French Guiana by the French, and to Servia by the

Russians,

The treatment of female prisoners and boya:
certainly defies description. Male officers and even
prisoners were allowed to havé their will on
them and such repes not unoften led fo the birtH
of children in jails There are also records
to show that the oriminal courts had sometimes
sent to prison boys of ten or even nine who did nok-
knoweven the use of their clothes. Such things provo-
ked the wrath of the Quakers who were the first to
move in the matter of prison reform and the efforts of
Becearia, John Howard and others are surely buf
slowly being crowned with success in the TU.S, A,
and the European countries.

The author has taken great ’pains. to show that
present-day methods of trial and punishment do nok
deter & criminal from crime, but on the contrary
meke him a confirmed one., And the only solu-
tion of this menace to society is to sbolish imprison=
ment and substitute treatment on psyt_:hiat_ric lines..
A beginning has been made in this direction in the
state of Massachusetts, and its law has now been
adopted by some;other states in U, 8, A. slso. Psychi-
atric tests would detect incorrigible criminals, and if
gociety is to be saved from their depredations,.
the consensus of opinion is that they should be perma~
nently segregated and sterilised completely,

The author has laid great stress on the reform of
criminal law, and the classification of so-called cri-
minals, most of whom, according to the psychiatrists,.
are but victims of bad environments and heredity,
Hence the author'’s main contention is that nearly
three-fourths of the so-called criminals require not-
punishment but treatment based on psychiatric prin-
ciples. In the first place, he argues, that many of the-
go-called offences require to be expunged from our
penal codes, and many acts, done deliberately by
unscrupulous dishonest cheats whom socisty _csll&
gontlemen, must be included in the list of heinous.
crimes. Bernard Shaw’s memorable comparison bet--
ween & criminal and a gentleman is very apt on this.
point and certainly bears repetition :—

‘We may take it, then, that the thief who is iR prisom
is not necessarily more dishonest than his fellows at.
1arge, but mostly one, who through ignorance or stupi--
dity, steals in a way that is not customary, He-
snatches a loaf from a baker's counter and is promptly-
rut into jail, Another man snatohes bread from the
tables of hundreds of widows and orphans and simple
credulouns souls who do not koow the waye of company
promoters, and, as likely as not, he is runinto parlia=
ment ,., For, the depredations of the criminal are-
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negligibly small compared to the military holocausts and
ravaged areas, the oivio slums, the hospitals, the ceme-
teries orowded with prematurely dead, the labour mar-
kets in which men and women are exposed for sale for
all purposes honcurable and dishonourabls, whioh are
the products of oriminal ideas imposed on the whole
population ( by such gentlemen ).

Many will certainly sgree with this indiotment
-of Shaw’s and would wish such “gentlemen” clapped
into prisons or worse places than those dwellings.
Compared to them the oriminals, who are misfits in
-gociety, are more harmless, and require much better
treatment than what is given to them even in such
ideal prisons as the Pensylvania, Auburn and the
Elmira,

The author however is not very hopeful about
the realisation of reforms which he advocates, He is
-conscious of the almost insuperable difficulties in the
way of reform, and hence the ideal which he sims
at is not likely to be reached for generations to
come. However his suggestion that lawyers and
judges should not be allowed to deal with offenders
unless they go through a course of eriminology is
very commendable and it would be better if the
Universities were to include this subject in the curri-
culum of law examinations. Such books would ba
very useful in the study of such subjects and also
fo those social workers who would like %o take up
the cause of the unfortunate conviets who find
their way to jail and try to abolish the inhuman
eruelty involved in life there.

V. M. BHAT.

EVILS OF BIG CITIES.

METROPOLIS OR THE DESTINY OF CITIES.
By PAUL BANES. (C, W. Daniel, Co., London.)
1930. 17em. 86p. 3/6.

BIG oities have sprung up like mushrooms in the
wake of modern civilisation and are an essen-
tisl product of the world-wide industrialisation. The
growth of these cities has been spontaneous and there-~
fore unnoticed. 'They huve always been considerad
as the surest signs of the prosperity of a country.
People have flocked to them, considering them to be
the big centres of civilisation. Paris is something
epecial to France. It has more than once decided
the fate of the whole country and is supposed to re-
present French culture. London is the pivot of the
whole of English life. Nobody until now has ques-
tioned the domination of these big cities over the
national life. -—rive's Bkl omrm - - coee, -
In this book the writer triesto open the eyes of
the people to the evil influence of these cities. He
tells us how every phase of life and art has lost all
its attraction and even its soul. The “rovues”,
which are considered to be the special attraction of
big city, are described by him as momentery attrac-
tions, which, “act only as sensual stimulant, and are
frequented by those who are at thesame time too jaded
and too dense either to give continuous attention or
to sleep....™ The Press of London, according to
him, is merely an industry of publishing public
opinion which, “continually Iulls people into &
condition of optimism that every journalist in Fleet
Btreet knows to be false, Newspapers are merely
devices for hiding the news.” Then the market of
London, “for commereial products has trodden every
-agpeot of life under foot. Artists and other persons of
-culture have found it difficult or impossible in London
4o serve the tastes of connoisseurs directly and have
become the employees of merchant shop-keepers, ™
Art has been banished from life altogether. Even the
architecture of London merely suggests that com-
merce i8 the whole life of man. Everything in

London has beenr thus rendered soulless. Then, thess
big cities have & pernicious influence over the people
living in the country. In an attempt to be “up-to-
date and to follow the fashion,” they imitate these
cities and lose their own souls too, Evil influence
always pervades quicker than anything else. The
author brings us to the rather alarming coneciusion
that life for cultural purposes and ends is impossible
in a big city like London,

Towards the end of the book the author gives us
his own solution of the problem. He thinks that one
big London should be replaced by thirty or even forty
smaller cities well-planned and beautifully laid out,
These Londons in miniature can have all the ameniti-
es of life on a emall scale and develop their own
culture and feed the soul of the individual with some~
thing aesthetic and artistic,

This book deserves to be widely read in India.
This country is bound to be industrialised in
the near future, which in the normal course of
affairs will be followed by big cities with all the
attendant evils so clesrly enumerated in this book,
Therefore this suggestion of setting up & number of
small cities ought to help as a guide to the builders
of future Indis,

M. S. CHEEMA.

A SURVEY OF THE INDIAN SCENE,

MODERN INDIA. A CO-OPERATIVE SUR-
VEY. Ed. by SiR JoHN CUMMING, ( Oxford

University Press. 1931, 20cm, 304p. 3/6.

INDIA is excifing a good deal of public interest in
England and there is a general desire for informae
tion about the different aspeocts of the Indian problem
which this book is intended to sstisfy. It does not
claim, ag the editor explains in his short preface, to
be “a history of India; it does not profess to supply
golutions of the problems of current’ politics, nor does
it forecast the future. But it does sirive to set forth
gome important elements of the Indian situation by
means of a dispassionate presentation of things as
they are, together with some account of the caunses
which have made them what they are.” We are
afraid the c¢laim to dispassionate presentation
cannot ba wholly econceded, for mostly it is the
bureancrstic view of the problem that will _hg found
presented in these pages. Nor is this surprising, For
the writers of the diiferent articles are British admi-
nistrators who have put in long service in Indis and
are looked upon as “experta” on Indis in their
country. Forthem to divest themsslves of preposses-
sions which coloured their view of the Indian soene
is really expecting the impossible. It must of course be
added in fajrness to them that they try their best to
see that their presentation is not unduly_ influenced
by them, But in the main it is the official view of
the different sides of tha Indian problem with which
the reader comes across in this book., Thus e, g. in
the article desling with the Army the difficulties
which are represented as impeding rapid Indianisation
are tho familiar ones abont the division of Indis info
martial and non-martial races ete. The article brings
up the history of the problem fo the appoini:mer_lt of the
Chetwode Commiftee and was appa;ently written be-
fore its report was published. .The information given
is mostly accurate, ss may be expected of people
whose close association with the different depart-
menis of Government extending over nequy 8 gone-
rhtion gave them exceptional opportunities of g’cudj_r-
ing its working. We, however, detect a slip in Sir
Harcourt Butler’s sarticle dealing with  the
peoples, 1anguages and creeds, He speaks of the de-
pressed classes in Southern India being so strong as
“to pecure a majority in the Madras Legislative
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Council.” To our knowledge, it is not the depressed
- olagses, but the non-Brahmans, that constitute & ma-
jority in that Council. There is no doubt however that
the publishers deserve praise for having brought
together in a handy volume so many articles by well-
known persons conversant with the subjects dealt with
by them which will go some way in providing the
British democracy with easy means of access to
knowledge about Indian conditions.

D.P.L

RURAL UPLIFT IN THE DECCAN.

REPORT OF THE DECCAN AGRICULTURAL
ASSOCIATION, POONA, for 1930-31. ( Hony.

Secretary, Propaganda Sub-committes, Poona 2.)
1931, 31cm, 98p. As. 8.

T8 Association differs from the general run of agri-
cultural associations in this presidency in that it has
a mors extended sphere of activity, While agricul-
tural associations as a rule concern themselves
almost exclugively with the problem of the improve.
"ment of agriculture, the Deccan Agricultural Assc-
eiation, besides tackling that problem, also devotes
its attention to the wider problem of general rural
uplift. In fact it can be said without exaggeration
that the bulk of its activity since its reorganisation
a ocouple of years ago when Mr, Devadhar, President
of the Servants of India Society, came to be associated
with it as the chairman of its executive committee,
has a close bearing on the question of raising the
goneral level of the villager in the Deccan. This is
sought to be done by methods with which Mr, Deva-
ghar’s name has come to be associated in a special
egree.

The Association has selected Khed-Shivapur, a
village about 14 miles from Poona, as the main
centre of its rural uplift work, whose nation-building
walue has been tegtified to from time to time by the
large number of distinguished ladies and gentle-
men that have visited it so far. The agricul-
tural activity of the Association at this centre
gonsists in the popularisation of the improved
methods of agriculture. To this end the Association
has kept at its contre 8 improved iron ploughs which
gre givem to agriculturists for use on a small
foo. Two members of the Association have leased
out at Khed-Shivapur 35 acres of land and have
kindly allowed tho Association free use of this
3and for purposes of practical demonstration of
cultivation by new methods. The educational
work there is very largely attended to by Miss
Dwarkabai Bhat, Lady Superintendent of the Training
College run by the Poona Seva Sadan Society who
hardly ever misses her weekly visits to the village.
Primary eduoation classes for girls are conducted
under Miss Bhat’s supervision and the women of the
villago are given instruction in sewing. Valuable
adult education work is also going on by means
of night classes, magic lantern lectures, and the
free reading room that is maintained at Khed-Shiva-
pur, In co-operation with the Poona Seva Sadan, the

Association is also able to make itself medically use-

ful not only to the people of the village but o those of
the villages round about. As aresult of its work the
value of medical relief and maternity help is widely
appreciated; with the result that the services of the
midwife lont by the Poona Seva Sadan are being
more and more largely utilised. Instrucfion in
weaving is a feature of the Association’s activities at
Khed-Shivapur and the opening of a community
canire at no distant date is also under contemplation.

The Association does not, however, content ifself
marely with this practical work. The propaganda side

is by no means overlooked and lecturea intended
to impress upon the rural people the importance-
of the kindof work for which the Association has
made itself responsible are systematically arranged.
Among such propaganda activities of the Association
du}-iug the year under report, the first place, in our-
opinion, must be given to the successful session of the
Rural Uplift Confarence which the Association wasa
able to hold at Poonsa in June last with the wveteran
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya in the chair.. The
monthly magazine in Marathi whioh is a part of
the propaganda activities of the Association and has
happily ceased to be & source of finanoial anxiety
toit ia also doing good work.

G.B.P.

SHORT NOTICES.

VEDANTASARA OF SADANANDA. By SWAMI
NIKHILANANDA. ( Advaita Ashram, Csloutta. )
1931, 180m. 129 p. Re, 1/4.

THIS is an edition of Sadananda’s popular text-book
on orthodox Vedants, with an introduction, 8 new
English translation and explanatory comments. The
chief object in bringing out the book in the present
form is,as we are told, to place before the reader
some of the special features of the various Sanskrit
commentaries on the text. Every one familiar with
Indian philosophy knows the important place of
commentaries in the development of Indian thought.
The commentators are very often original thinkers
and are well versed in the subject. The com-
mentaries, therefore, are always highlyilluminat-
ing comparative studies; sometimes they are even
creative.

The text itself has a permanent place in all
sciontific study of Vedanta as a reliable and
acourate handbook. An edition, therefore, of this
handbook with & glimpse into the commentaries as
its special feature must be highly welcome to sall.
The translation is faultless though there has of course
been no attemmpt at litersry embellishment. The
short Introduction also is helpful and is refreshing
for its brevity and accuracy.

Ttis to be hoped that besides being useful to
persons who donot know Sanskrit, the edition will
encourage people who oan, to read the text and the
fmportant commentaries for themselves.

P, R. DAMLE.

MARRIAGE, FREEDOM AND EDUCATION.
By H. CRICHTON-MILLER. ( 8. C. M., London. )2

19cm. 52 p. 1/~

THISis & very thoughtful and thought-provoking
booklet, It draws the attention of parents to many
problems in the education of children, but unfortunate-
1y most of the parents are, as the suthor 8BYS,
“people who should not be allowed to have children.

So eareless are they, in his opinion, of the education
of the future generation. The suthor’s remarks about
marriages between diverse races are noteworthy, the
more o a8 such marrisges do incaloulable barm 1n the
growth of the children both morally and physically.
On this point he says: “* All marriages of diverse
races tend to produce a detrimental effect upon the
character-growth_of the child” and ‘_hybr;dlsatlon
is less successful in the human than In any lower
species.” The author deals with much n}.gepu;tx with.
the problem of “surplus women” and “wives, who
refuse to become mothers by contracepfive measures
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and whom therefore he, and with him many, qa]ls
“*Jegalised prostitutes” who have done harm tosociety.
He comes to the conelusion that perfect chastity
and the idea of “ joint trusteeship for evolutionary
purpose” between the parents is the only solution of
-the problem, '

V.M. B,

Gorvespondence,

THE NASIK SATYAGRAHA AND THE
CONGRESS,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

SIR,—Mr. Gaikwad, the Secretary of the Nasik
Temple-entry Satyagrahs, having sapproached the
Anti-Untonchability Committee of the Indian Na-
-tional Congress for support to his satyagraha, Swami
Anand, the Secretary of the latter Committes, is report-
-ed to have sent a reply extending to the cause “full
moral support on principle”, but expressing his Com-
-mittee’s inability to do anything more practical for
it in the present condition of the nation. While the
-Swami admits that the satyagraha that the temple-
entry satyagrahis are conducting is in no way un-
Justifiable, being the inevitable result of the obduracy

-of the orthodox Touchable Hindus, he ends by stating
that his Committee is “averse to do anything that
may divert people’s energy into a feud and conse-
-quent dissipation of the national strength.”

If it is true that.s man is worth something when
‘the fight begins with himself, the “feud” that the
Swami deprecates is certainly a thing to be welcomed.
In the words of the Gita, blessed are the warriors that
are privileged to fight in such a just and righteous
cause, regardless of pusillanimous eongiderations of
policy and immediate results.

If, however, the Swamiji had based his non-
possumus on the groundthat the Congress being & non-
denominational institution, religious or communal
questions like that of temple-entry could not come
within the purview of its activity, it would have been
an understandable plea. Although the Congress has
once violated its .mon-denominational oharacter by
identifying itself with the Sunni institution of the
Turkish Khilafat, yet the proper position for s Con-
gress Swami to take in the circumstances would have
been to say : “The Indian National Congress is a non.
denominational organisation. As such it cannot iden-
tify itself with a communal movement like temple-
entry for the Depressed Classes. Butf the Congress
is not only entitled but bound to remove all those
incidents of untouchability which have the effect of
depriving any clags.of Indian citizens of the enjoy-
ment of the elementary rights of citizenship on
equal terms with the rest of the population. There-
fore, if it were & civie grievance like the ban on
the use of a public tank or road, or non-admis,
sion o or segregation in a public school or hospital-
that was the objective of your satyagraba, my Com-
mittee would most gladly have identified itself with

the campaign both morally and materially. As it
is, your satyagraha for temple-entry does not come
within the purview of the Congress,” Hemight have
said like that, and yet added that personally he, as
a Hindu and one in ‘holy orders’ (Swami), felt bound
to support the satyagraha with whole-hearted active
sympathy, and to advise all Hindus to do likewise
to the best of their means both moral and material
But the political Swami stops short at expressing
sympathy with the aim of the satyagrahis, for which
mercy, of course, he is entitled to the thanks of the
satyagrahis. He even admits that the satyagraha
that they have undertaken is the inevitable result of
the obstinate refusal of the Touchable Hindus to eon-
cede the just rights of their Untouchable brethren in
faith, But, ssys he, (and after ail those noble senti-
ments it is & most pitiable ‘but’,) “the condition
through which the nation is at present passing makes
it necessary that the matohless weapon of mass satya-
graha should be used for the attasinment of Indisn
political independence alone”; and this view, the
Swamiji claims, is the same as his colleague Ssth.
Jamnalal Bajsj formerly expressed on the same satya-

graha,

Now the only occasion on which, I remember,
Mr, Bajaj expressed himeelf on the merits of the Nasik
Satyagraha was in March last year, and the follow="
ing extract from his statement published in the
Bombay Chromicle ( Mazch 15, 1930, ) will show how
far from the truth iz the Swamiji's claim that his
above view represents also Sethji's :

I ¢ ongratulate the organisers of Nasik Satyagraha most
heartily for their perfectly peaceful and disciplined beha-
vicur, and am confident that provided they are able to
maintain the same to the end they are bound to triumph,
I shounld have been myself happy to take part init or -
supported it more actively if I were not engaged in the:
larger oampaign caloniated to end all ills and to pave the

way a8 nothing else can to deliver the nation from all
bonds, political, sccial a8 well aa economio. But I hops
all thoss who cannot similarly ocooupy themselvesr and
who believe untouchability to be a staln on Hinduiem, will-
whole-heartedly asscoiate themselves with the Namik
Sat yagraha and support it in every way they can, as long -
as it is condusted peacefully and in strictly non-violent
manner as at present, s

This was uttered at & time when the couniry-wide
campaign of political Satyagrahia of last year had
just begun, But now that there is mo such cam-
paign on, the field may be said to be clear for inter-
nal reform and adjustment. These are quite nece-
gsary; for, as Mahatma Gandhi said on the ocoas-
jon of opening an old temple to the Untouchables -
at Ahmedabad in August, “if we came into power
with the stain of untouchability uneffaced, I am posi-
tive that the unmtouchables would be far worse
under that ‘ Swaraj’ than they are now, for the.
simple reason that our weakneszes and our failings
would then be buttressed up by the accession of
power , .. This gelf-purification is an indispensable
condition of Swara].” (Young India, 6-8-1931)

Then, there is another utterance of Sethji of more
recent date, which also may be said to belie the Swa-
miji's claim that Sethii is as chary as he himself of
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causing “a feud and consequent dissipation of nation-
al strength”. Spesking at Puri on Oect. 17th last,
Seth Jamnalal ie reported to have given
8 warning to the citizens of Puri to soon efface
the obsgene images found in the sacred Jagannath
temple, He added that they are a slur upon the Hindu
_roligion and culture, By December they must be effac-
ed, :otherwise he would advise the Hindu public to
resort to satyagraha for the effacement of thode images.
If necessary, he would not hesitate to lead the satyagraha
himself. Nobody with his daughtes and sisters will dare
visit this sacred temple without hanging his head in
shame and repentance for going over there. He would
not allow the exhibition of those obscene images before
lakhs of persons visiting Puri during the next Congross
gesslon. Secondly, Sethji said that all the temples in
Puri should be thrown open to all pecple, including the
Ec-palled Untouchables by December. Then alone Puri
oan justify holding the Session, He then asked how
many will resort to satyagraha if the obscene images
were not effaced and many hande rose. (Vide Free Press
Journal of Oot. 18, 1931. )

* 8o much for the internal harmony of the Anti-
Untouchability Committee of the Congress. Naw,
let us look into the ground on which the Swamiji ex-
cuses himself and his Committee from helping the
Nasgik Satyagraha further than  exftending its full
moral support on principle” (what exaoctly does this
mean, I wonder ),—the ground, namely, that it . will
“divert people’s energy into a feud” with the “conse.
guent dissipation of national strength”, which “in
the condition through which the nation is at present
passing” should be utilised with the help of “the
matchless weapon of mass satyagraha’ for “the attain-
ment of Indian political independence alone”,

‘Woere it not & Swami and one of the immediate
entourage of the forger of the “matchless weapon”,
that has put forth this argument, one might be excused
for suspecting unspiritual motives of base expediency
behind the objection. As it is, the objection would
apply not only to satyagraha for temple-entry, but
it would be equally applicable to satysgraha under-
taken to secure to the Untouchables any of the ‘funda-
montsl rights’ (as the Congress phrase goes) of citi-
zenship. If the Swamiji’s objection were valid no satya-
graha might be undertaken, till the complete Congress
Swaraj materialised, to vindicate the right of the Un-
touchables to use & public well, road or rest-house,
or to stop the segregation or to remove the ban on the
admission of Untouchables to & publie school or to
public conveyances like boats and buses, and such-
like disabilities,
to vindicatethe Depressed Classes’ rights, even in such
cases would the Swami take the same attitude as he
has done in the Nasik case, and say : “This is not the
time. It will cause neediess division in our ranks.
Lef us win political independence first, and then we
will remove untouchability”.

When a similar plea was advanced by no less a
Congressman than Mr. K. M, Munshi in Bombay,
the Bombay Chronicle in its issue of Nov. 3 last dealt
with it in a way which it is to be wished most other

If a satyagraha were undertaken -

Congress organs also did, instead of echoing such
croakings, “If Untouchability is a crime and s sin”,
the Chronicle pointed out, “sny truthful and peace
ful ettempt to awaken, through one’s own suffering,
the conscience of mnother, can never be inopportune
or premature, If we demand Swaraj for all, the
‘Untouchables’ as well as the ‘Touchables’, the de-
mand will be more powerful and made with an
easier conscience if we concede to the Untouchables
atonce the most elementary rights of a human be-
ing, let alone a share of Swaraj, or at least if we
make every possible honest effort to win that right
for these victims of double degradation, eocial as
well as politieal.” Yours, ete.

8. D. NADKARNIL
Karwar, Dec. 8.
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