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iopits of the ~~ttk. 
Impossible Demands. 

PERHAPS alone among the political organisations 
in India, the All· India Muslim League held its 
annual session this Xmas under the presidency of Dr. 
.)3ir Muhammad Iqbal of Lahore. Like Mrs. Sarojini 

, Naidu. Sir Muhammad is a pllet who took to politics. 
For a political tody. albeit a; Muslim organisation. 
there is too much infusion of religion in the Presiden­
tial Address. It begins with a dessertlltion on Islam, 
and a comparative review of Islam and Cbrist~nity. 
etc. Lest the theocratic propensities' of India 
Muslims should be doubted, Sir Muhammad asserted 
that "Islam is not a church. It is state." It is the ims­
fortune of India that. while wholly Islamic coun­
mes •. like Turkey and Persia. are throwing off their 
conception of the theocmtic state, the Indian Muslims 
still hug toJ;heir bosom the antiquated notion. 

Sir Muhammad claimed that the Indian Muslim 
is entitled to "full and free development. on the lines 
pf his own culture and tradition in hie own I-ndian 
homeland" as the only and true basis of permanent 
communal settlement. Nobody had denied him that. 
The Indian Chrietians, the Jews and the Parsees. for 
inetance, are equally entitled to cultural development 
but they do not seek to attain it by' .the means. the 
anti·democratic means, that he advances. namely. 
"the creation of a Muslim India within India" in 
the north.west of India. If ,the carving out of a 
Muslim State is neceesary for the cultural growth 
of Muslims, how does Sir muhammad propose 
to secure it for the great majority of Muslims 
-Who live in other Provinces of"India? 

His solution for the communal settlement of 
India is tce creation of a Muslim State along the 

• 

North West Frontier. and he advocates the amalga­
mation of the western districts, with Muslim 
majorities. of the Punjab, with the Frontier Province. 
Baluchistan and Sinl. The redistribution of Indian 
-provinces on the basis of homogeniety of language. 
ra09. religion and identity of economic interests. and 
investing them with the status of completely 
autonQlll~ States whic~ will be represented as su~ch 
in tbe'federal"chamber. is his solution. He favours 
the Simon Scheme. only he wants responsibility in 
the centre also. He is prepared to oppose the 
latter if he does not get the former. In the con­
sent of the Indian Princes to come into a federa­
tion with British India be sees a conspiracy 
between Hindu Prinoes and Hindus of British 
'India to dominate over Muslim India I To safe­
guard against this danger, he puts up the, Muslim 
demand for represenbtion in the federal chamJ>er. 
It is no longer a third of the British Indian represen­
tation but a third of the total strength of the federal 
chamber, exclusive of the Muslim State representa­
tivesl 

It would be a most reactionary step to accept 
the solution offered by Sir Muhammad Iqbal for the 
communal deadlock and carve 6ut avowedly Muslim 
and Hindu States in India. and every legitimate 
effort must ba made to avert that catastrophe. His 
second alternative is retention of the communal 
electorate. which is equally dieastrous to the national 
jlevelopment of India. 

There ie one ray of democratic hope in the other. 
w'ise hea .. ily overcast communal sky of Sir Muham­
mad. He recognises. by implication, that a wide 
extension of the franchise will render communal 
franchise superfluous. Sir Muhammad would have· 
done better if he had developed this theme. 

.. *_... 

Taper it off. 
COMMON electorate with a large extensi()n of~, 

the electorate ie the only common ground tbat is 
visible on the horizon. 

Ii. unfortunately for India. the communal electo. 
rate were retained. we hope there will be no element~ 
of compulsion in it and that provision will be made 
to eliminate it gradually, but as rapidly as possible. 
It should not be obligatory on a nationalist Muslim, 
for instance, to enroll himself on the eommunal roll. 
it should be open to him to go on the common roli. 
Communalism should not be, tbrust on voters; it;~ 
should be open ,to them to choose the separate roll. 
The procedure in preparing the electoral rolls should 
be to put every voter on the common roll. unless he­
speoifioally desires to the contrary. In this wise. it 
should. be possible. as communalism recedes ana 
nationalism advances, to taper off the communal roll 
and Ultimately eliminate it. 
. It follows from it that repreEentatives chosen o~ 

each separate electoral roll EhGuld be in proportion to> 
its strength. and as it thins down. the reprEsent8tio~ 
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-should also be automatically reduced. It would be 
unfair, for instance, to retain the Bame representation 
for a community when its strength on a separate 
register is, say , halved. 

" " " 
Illiteracy and the Franchise. 

THE November issue of the America1l Political 
S~ience RevIeW contains a very interesting and, in 
vIew of the discussions regarding Indian franchise 
now proceeding in London, very topical discussion 
on' Literacy and the Electorate" by Dr. Artbur W. 
Bromage of the University of Michigan. The flood 
-of demooracy bore down the limitations of the fran. 
chise in the United States of America and "in the 
rise of the common man, both property-owning and ' 
tax·paying qualifications for voters disappeared," 
and later colour and sex ceased to be disqualifica­
tions. The franchise has been extende"d so far that 
any further extension would enfranchise ., aliens 
paupers, criminals and lunatics. " ' 

It dde~ not follow, however, that no efforts were 
made or made successfully to limit the electorate 
and impose restrictions. In the place of property, 
colour or sex restrictions, Bome States adopted the 
familiar literacy test. Illiteracy was made a dis­
qualification. The underlying idea was that the vote 
should be extended only to those who could exercise 
it for the common good, and as Lord Bryce said 
"Th ' e voter who cannot read a new~paper or the 
election address of a candidate is ill-equipped for 
voting." But it was the ssme Lord Bryce who ask­
ed: " How far does ability to read and write go to­
wards civic competence? Because it is the only 
test practically available, we assume it to be an ade­
quate test. Is it really so ?.. As Mr Bromage puts 
it, the question is not how far illiteracy disqualifies 
a man to vote but how far literacy qualifies him. 

The history of the adoption of the literacy test in 
some of the States points to the fact that it was in­
variably sdopted, not so much, if at all, because it 
ensured higher civic competence in the voter but 
because it was a good meaDS of keeping out ~ome 
unwanted people from the electoral roll. The first 
State to adopt the literacy test was Connecticut and 
it did it because it was "the first to comprehend 
the possibilities of the literacy test in discriminat­
ing against immi-grants." Other States adopted it 
to discriminate against racial groups. "The educ8-
~otlal test, no longer in eclipse, became a very effec­
:,Ive t;neans for the control of the Nel1'ro vote"; it was 

an IDstrument to disfranchise Negroes legally ... 
M~. Bromage almost apologises for the retention 

of the lIteracy test. He pleads that with the" system 
'of compulsory and adult education, day schools and 
moonlIght schools," now happily prevailing in the 
United States, "it is no iniustice to e.~k the voter to learn 
the English language. Nor is it a denial of the right 
to vote. The ballot is tendered upon the fulfilment 
of a duty which is not onerous but beneficial in its 
execution. Such is the virtue of the literacy test pur­
sued in and for itself." While favouring the literacy 
test, he is not one of those "alarmists who picture mil­
lions of illiterates swinging national elections every 
four years, for there is no proof that illiterates have 
a class consciousness and group solidarity ... 

In India, where there is no disposition to restrict 
t~e electorate. or discriminate against certain classes, 
hteracy can be a qualification, \Jut illiteracy cannot 
be a di.qualification for the voter. In the United 
Stat..s, with its system of universal education the 
impc.sition of a literacy test is not a hardship a~d is 
!,o~ anti-de~ocr~tic ; but in India, with wide-spread 
llhteracy, It WIll unduly restrict the eleetorate 
for which there is no justification. From anothe; 
poi nt of view, it is equally undesirable to institute a 

• 
literacy test in India. Adult franchise is the oDlT 
demooratic solution that will solve the communal 
problem. 

+ • • 
How to Federate. . 

GRANTING that at the Round Table Conference 
in London it is generally agreed that British India 
and the Indian States should federate, the" question 
arises how that object can be acbieved. EXrlggerated 
claims are being made for the status of the Prinoes. 
Sardar D. K. Sen, Legal Adviser to the Maharaja of 
Patiala, in an obviously inspired book, "The Indian 
States ", which is more partisan than balanoed, 
claims almost sovereign independence to" the 
States. He goes so far as to claim that in case of war 
between Great Britain and a foreign Power, Indian 
states ara entitled to remain !leutral, if they 80 wish­
ed, though he is compelled to admit that since ths 
British Government has the right to march its troope 
through the territories of Indian States and station 
troops in them, the Foreign Power is entitled to con­
sider Indian States as enemy territories and refuse 
them the rights and immunities of neutrality. Even 
without conceding the extreme position taken up by 
the Sirdar, it is evident that neither the Government of 
India nor the British Pr.rliament can legislate for the 
IndianStates or touch their constitutions. The oonstitu­
tion for British I ndia has to be. passed hy tbe British 
Parliament, but the new Government of India Aot 
will find it difficult to provide for a federation and 
yet make no reference to the Indian States. It is 
difficult to see how the British Par Hament can avoid 
determining the composition and powers of the federal 
legislature and executive and the methods of filling 
them and yet scrupulously avoid any mention of the 
States. Federation does involve, in however 
small a measure, the surrender of certain powers now 
theoretically enjoyed by Princes, and such surrender 
does affect the internal constitutions of the States, 
which are their own concern and immune from out­
side interference. Will it be necessary for the States 
to make fresh treaties with British India to create & 

federation? In which case,will it follow that the treaties 
will be made with the Crown or with the Dominion 
Government of India; and in either case, will it be open 
to the British Parliament at any future time to amend 
its Act constituting the federation? Or, would it 
be necessary for the British Parliament here and now 
to transfer its responsibility for the Government of 
India finally to Bri!ish Indians and the Indian States, 
so that all subsequent amendments to the federal Act 
will rest with the federal legislature without reference 
to the British Parliament? The Chamber of 
Princes was created by Royal Proclamation, and 
a similar procedure may be advocated for the creation 
of the federal constitution in India, and that leaves it 
open to the Crown to alter or amend the constitu­
tion at a later stage. But can even a Royal Procla.­
mation compel the Indian States to join the federation? 
Many Indian PrincBS have not joind the Chamber 
of Princes. .. • Of 

The Nlnd Committee. 
SOME tiIDe ago the Government of India appoint­

ed a Committee presided over by Mr. Nind to collect 
and collate informatiou regarding the financial re­
lations between British India and the Indian States. 
The Report of the Committee has not yet been publi· 
shed. Considering the extravagant claims made by 
the princes and the general confusion on .the subject, it 
behoves the Government of India to publish it at 
once .• The discussions at the Round Table Con­
ference on feder .. l finance will be materially in­
fluen~ed by the Report and it is unfair that the Report­
should be withheld from the public in India. We 
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trust that the Government 'of India" wiil speedily . purpose, which will be universally welcomed in 
relelloSe the Report. India. But would it not have been infinitaly better 
. The Government should also publish their Des- if the Government of India had, in the first instance, 

taken counsel with Indian eoonomists, and with 
patoh on the Butler Committee's Report on the Indian their consent, issued the invitation to Geneva t 
States. .... The Government of India are not gOing to pretend 

.. that there is no talent in India good enough to be 
Beats Delamere. '. worthy of their consultation. They had no reason to fear 
, For a combination of amazing impudence and 1 that Indian economists would have obstru~ted the!r' 
childish naivety the British settlers in Northern path to Ganeva. ~ft. ~r a~l, when, on th~ adVIce of ~Ir 
Rhodesia take the cake. Even Lord Delamere ~hur, an Orga~IIBatlOn IS created, Indian ta~ent wIll 
might g!lSp when he reads the precious Re- !md a place on It. Or, do the Governme~t ~ntend to> 

''Presentation of the Elected Members of the Legis-' lmpert ~'he whole personnel of the or!!,amsatlOn from 
lative Council of Northern Rhodesia on the British abroad and keep out local tale.nt rlgo!ously ? . T~e 
Government's Memorandum on Native Policy. These ineptitude of the ~vernment IS amazm\!. While It 
worthy scions of British stock" hold that the British was open to them, wlthou.t any. th~ least rIsk, to enth­
Empire is primarily concerned with the furtherance use. the co,untry "Over the!r obJec~Ive, they h:"ve by 
of the interests of British subjects of British race,and theIr.s~dled neglect, .al?enated It u~~ecessarI!~ and 
only thereafter with other British subjects, protected at th~s time, when India IS extra sensitive t'? natIOnal. 
races, and the nationals of othere countries,. in that prestige and status.. But w,e forget that Sir . George 
order." They are scandalised that the Imperial Go- Bchuste! had c,?nstltuted h!mself th;a fi~ancla1 and 
vernment preferred the interests of "alien and bar- economiC ~onsolence of India, and hiS ~Isdom none, 
berous races to sheil own"; they repel with indigna- may queshon. The Government of}ndla IS wooden. 
tion the "claim of the Imperial Government to a high- .... 
ar sense of duty thaD that manifested by these set- On Scavenging. 
tiers .. ; they are" unaware of any formal or legal MESSRS V. V. DAST.l.NE and S. P. Patwardhan. 
duty undertaken by or imposed upon the British Go- niembers of the "higher" Hindu castes who recently 
vernment to act as Trustees to the native raoes in served out their serrGences in prison, hsve in a letter 
that Territory" in the pisce of the white setilers; to the press dr3wn attention to the Ml'sngements in 
and they disown" any undertaking entered into with prisons for scavenging. It app8!lrs that, undpl' the 
the League of Nations by the British Government" Jail Rules, prisoners of certain oBStes among Hindus 
because it has been assumed" without the knowledge are alone compelled to do the work:, and members of 
or consent of, and without consultation with, the peo- the "Higher" cast,s, even if they volunteered, are pro­
pies of this territory of Northern Rhodesia, white or hibited from doing it. They argue that, while outside 
black, and no mandate from that body is needed or tbe prison, only those, even if they belonged to the 
calls for recognition." It is obvious that the Rhod- "lower" classes, undertake the job who choose to do so, 
esian settlers are not guilty of under-estimating their in the jail there is the element of compulsion. A. 
:Jiigh and mighty importance! They do not mince person is compelled to do that worK:, simply because he 
matters, hut talk straight from the shoulder. They belonged to a particular caste, even though by his up. 
will brook no nonsense from the Imperial Govern- bringing and vocation, he was not used to it. It is a. 
ment and, with kindly oonsideration for the nerves grievance that it ought to be possihle to set right with­
of that Government, they give it timely warning that out much ado. Scanvenging may be put on a paid basis 
"the virility of our race may manifest itself in other in jails, and if any prisoner prefers that job to other 
directions"; and solemnly repeat that the "unanimous work or undertakes it for the wage, he should be 
opposition of the white population may take another allowed to do so and keep his wage. 
direction" and idicate that" they may seek, and find But apart from this, the whole system of scan­
sympathy and aid (interested though it may be ) trom venging in India requires looking into. That a oaste 
neighbouring 'colonies enjoying free institutions and should be earmarked for the purpose with nothing 
more equitable opportunities ... I better to look forward to is inequitous; that a person 

They must have been surprised that their guns should start life as a scavanger and end it as such ilf 
did not bring the Imperial citadel toppling down. The a cruel fate to consign him or her to. It ought to b .. 
British Government is still in the saddle and Lord the aim of sanitary development to do away with 
Passfield curtly dismissed the" Representation ". manual scanvenging and make it more mechanioal. 

.. • ~.... In all towns and even big villages underground 
Sir Arthur Slater. !!l drainage and flush lstrines ought to be introduced as 

.. early as possible. In smaller places the system of pub­
. There Can never be too much of co-operation bet­

ween Geneva and India. Every opportunity for the 
co-operation of the League of Nations in the reconstruc­
tion of India should be welcomed with Open arms. 
The League CBn brIng to bear its international outlook, 
know ledge and experience, on Indian problems, which 
neither the Government of India nor the people of 
India possess in any large degree. The courtesy of the 
League in deputing Sir Arthur Slater, Director of the 
Economic and Financial Section of . the League of 
Nations Secretariat, to India on the invitation of the 
Government of India, will be bighly appreciated in 
India. 
. The procedure adopted by the, Government of In­
dia, however, could be bettered. The object of 
the GovermLent was "the creation of some organi­
sation for the study of economic questions, including 
both the conti nuous interpretation of current develop­
ments and tbe consideration of plans designed 
to achieve porticular purposes." An excellent 

lic latrines with septio tanks ought to be tried. It is. 
often said that these are too costly to be had. Perhaps 
the real reason ,is that the Indian sanitary con. 
science is rather primitive. Few Indians will put of 
the marriage of their daughters becBuse they, had no 
money for the wedding or the dowry. It simply has to 
be done, money or no money; and parents will borrow 
money or sell off their property but they will not post­
pone the marriage of their daughters. If our sanitary, 
conscience was half as keen as our sense of the oblig ... 
tion to marry off our caughters, we would not wait till 
we have surplus money before we go in for sanitary 
reform; we will tax ourselves or take long-term loans 
but insist on better s8nitary convenienoes. The GOVe 
vernment will do well to set the example, abolish 
manual scanvenging in Government-controlled 
places, and introducefJush lavatories 8ndseptio tanks. 
They may well start with the jaite and provide them 
with modern sanitary convenienoes. 
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proletariat much unnecessary and bootless suffering 
~didts. and privation, from which the latter method would 
= have saved them. 

The communal question has been shunned and 
LOOKING BACK. sbirked. During the year the Congress made no 

effort to find a solution to this question and such 

ONE of the most eventful and epoch-making years little support which it retained from the Mu.lims 
has .just closed on India. The commencement of was secured only by shirking the communal issue. 
the year saw Mahatma Gandhi cogitating how The Depressed Classes and the Sikhs have, on the. 

and in what form the country should he invited to' whole, held aloof from it. It was non-Congressmen 
give non-violent battle to the British Government in that made repeated efforts towards communal 
India. After prolonged search, he pitched upon the settlement but they received no support from the" 
breach of the salt law as least open to consciencious Congress, and they have failed. Constructive 1 
objection to begin hostilities with. The famous national forces have been driven out of the field, i 
march to the sea at Dandi followed-a march which and the non-cooperators and the communalists have 
gave his campaign unrivalled publicity and drew it all to themselves. The theory has been hugged 
for it much world sympathy. A world, sore stricken with pathetic illusion that the British have only 
with a violent war and its aftermath, paused to be eliminated to facilitate communal settlement. 
with wonder and hope to watch the inauguration of a forgetting that it is only communal settlement that 
non-violent war in pursuit of political and social will facilitl'te the attainment of Swaraj. 
liberty, and the fashioning of a new weapon which But the greatest misfortune to the country was 
relied on the strength of the will and the spirit of man the breakdown of the peace negotiations initiated by 
and not on lethal instruments. The success of Gandhi Sir Tej 'Bahadur Sapru and Mr: M. R. Jayakar. Mr. 
would go farthest to abolish violen(war in the world Gandhi, who was eminently conciliatory, as bis ear­
and give an entirely new direction to it. Even lier authorised inteview with Mr. George Slocombe 
those who doubted the righteousness of his quarrel showed, chose to surrender to the intransigience of 
with the British Government wished him, rather Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, refused the invitation to 
his method, success. the Round Tal:le Conference to discuss India's future 

Boiling salt out of seawater was too dreary to constitution without making impossible stipulations, 
keep up public excitement for long and the Govern- and le~ go the only chance of honourable peace te> 
lnent declined to come to its aid by refusing to take the country. Reconciliation between the Govern­
notice of the breacb of the salt law. Something had ment and the Congress has been rendered thereby im­
to be done to save the campaign from premature col- possible until one party or the other laid down arms 
lapse from inanition and draw the Government into and ran up the white flag, and neither party has 
action. The Mahatma promptly dropped his non- reached that stage. The Congress is however, weaKen­
aggressive breach of the saIt law and launched upon ing and the Government is arming its9lf with more', 
an aggressive raid on the salt depots in Dharassna. and more drastic powers to cope witb the situation. 
He eminently sucoeeded in his object. Government A dozen Ordinances have been promulgated, and 
were drawn into action, and public excitement reached some forty thousand people have been cast int. 
fever pitch. Government responded to the inescapable prison, and they include some of the tallest poppies, 
invitation in the only two ways it knew; non-violent men and women. The Government, by its declare.­
arrest and violent laihi. The use of the latter method tions avowing Dominion Status as the goal of India 
took the campaigners by surprise but it gained for and its invitation to a free conference in London to 
them ever increasing public sympathy and support. discuss how large a devolution of power was possible 
The Government lost more than the' campaigners immediately, put itself in the right, while the 
gained; not all joined the Congress but few Congress, by its refusal to meet, put itself in the wrong. 
supported the Government. The moral isolation of the The only escape from this impas.,e was in 
Government was almost complste. Therein lay Mr. exploring ways for a settlement honourable to both 
Gandhi's triumph. combatants,..:. The defeat of the premier national 

He was not equally fortUnate in other respects. institution or the triumph of civil disobedience was 
His programme of non-violence, thougb widely alike disastrous to the oountry. The non-Congress­
accepted and practised, was marred by some very men accordingly decided to accept the invitation to 
ugly incidents of extreme violence, and there is rea- the Round Table Conference, notwithstanding that 
son to apprehend that at the close of the year t.hey had no large following in the country, and the 
violence was in the ascendant. His own writings composition of the Conference was far from 
before his dramatic arrest grew more and more bitter satisfactory. 
in tone and filled the country with a staggering Though in its main objective the civil disobedi­
amount of bitterness not only against the British but ence movement must be pronounced a failure, the 
even against Indians who had the misfortune of response it received in the country surprised every­
differing from the Congress. His main objective of body, including the Mahatma himself. Whatever 
paralysing the Government was as far as ever. As a the merits and the usefulness of the programme, 
means of gaining swaraj civil disobedience has not it received an unprecedented amount of support. 
been an improvement on the constitutional method. Never before was such a spectacle witnessed 
It has only imposed Oil the innocent and ill-equipped , and on such .an extensive scale and through the 
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Jength and breadth of India. No longer can it be 
pid wiili any truth that the Consrass represented a 
,mall intellegentsia; its writ runs through the whole 
country. if only for certain negative and demonstr&­
Uve purpos,es. The masses have been infused with 
political consciousness as never before. 

One of the striking features of the campaign was 
ihe support. if secret and cowardly. it received from 
the merchant class. The merchants financed the 
~ovement. and put up with much loss on account of 
the boycott of foreign cloth of which they had large 
stocks, though they had to some extent mitigated it 
by selling in secret. Another achievement of the 
Campaign was the thorough rousing of public opinion . 
~n England to the intensity of the national urge in 
lndi&. It may be a pity but it is nevertheless true 
Jhat British consoience has been quickened in a 
:remarkable measure only by the civil disobedience 
J)ampaign in India. 

No movement of this kind and dimensions. not­
withstanding its negative and suicidal character, 
can be without adventitious advantages, even as the 
preat War, though ptimarily destructive, was not 
without it~ beneficent repercussions. The way the 
,,"omen of India have come out from their seclusion 
in their homes. and taken their share in ilie battle is 
a marvel, a miracle. They have taken their share in 
*he thick of the fight, borne the brunt of the picketing 
campaign, enthused and led their men comrades. The 
~use of the removal of untouchability, of swadeshi 
and economic self'sufficiency, self·consciousness in 
the labour ranks, prohibition, have all received great, 
though fitful and not always healthy, impetus. In 
short, India has been roused to political conscious­
nase; the sleeper has been awakened and dormant 
,!mergies have been released. India is fully awake 
and vigorously kicking. 
, Those who have accepted the British Govern­
ment's invitation to the Round Table Conference 
l=ealised that the success of the Conference was the 
oj1ly way out of the impossible situation, and 
were sustained in their hopes by their appreciation of 
the single-minded devotion of Lord Irwin to the cause 
of Indian self.government and of the sympathy, if 
not wholly revealed, of the Labour Cabinet in 
England. Their difficulties have been immense, and 
are growing every day. The entry of the Princes into 
the Conference is no unmixed blessing and the com­
munal question is stiffening instead of softening. The 
aims of the Princes, the Muslims and the Nationalists 
are as divergent as they can be. The Princes want a· 
nominal federation with British India and a release 
nom paramountcy; the Muslims want some pro­
vinces made over to Muslim rule, and the Nation­
alists are straining for a united, national Indian 
State. After six weeks of discussions in several sub­
committees, nothing definite has emerged. Even the 
9Uestion of the separation of Burms, which seemed 
least controversial, is in the melting pot again. The 
Federal Structure Committee has rivetted its atten­
tion on federation and the question of dominion 
13tatus for British India hss taken a back seat. The 
commu nal wrangles have become the despair llot only 
0)£ Indians but of the British as well.- , 

The picture is gloomy enough and the year cl~ 
on a pessimistic note. It can be said, however, of the 
delegates to the Round Tahle Conference that at hest 
they are engaged O!l a high and mighty task of de-­
signing Swaraj for India by placeful means, of recon­
ciling England and India and of restoring peace an~ 
ordered progress in India, while at the worst, they 
have chosen the lesser evil in preferring the Confer­
ence to civil disobedience. 

May the current year dispel the clouds and 
usher in sunshine. 

PROGRESS OI? THE R. T. C. 

DURING mail week Burma occupied much space 
in British thought, and no wonder she did. 
The question of her separation from India h&ll 

already been debated at the Round Table Conferenc .. 
anil it had agreed to separation in principle. Wha!; 
were to be the conditions on which this was to t~ 
effect? That was the only point that remained to be 
thought out and WB8 duly remitted to a strong and re­
presentative Committee. The Burmese represent~tives 
were of course all lor cutting Burma off from India. 
There was nothing surprising in that; but what did 
cause some surprise was their goin, about and speak,. 
ing as if everyone in Burma wanted separation 
here and now. That of course was not a fact and 
the General Council of All Burmese Associations 
which had prepared a weighty representation 
against separation and) sent it broadcast had 
seen to it that its voice was heard. Some members of 
the Burma suh-committee, Mr. Chintamani among 
them, strongly contested the view that Burma was 
unanimou.q on th~ point and objectse! to Sir Charles 
Innes, the Governor of Burma, acting as if he were a 
separation propagandist. This drew from Lord Reading 
a certificate of merit f;)r Sir Charles whom he had 
known for years as a very discreet administrator. 
But whatever the Budhists may say, separation 
of Burma will, very probably, go through' the 
Conference wiihout difficulty. Among the non. 
Burmese at the Conference, the Princes are strongly 
in favour of separation for their own reasons. 
Separation, according to the New Stalesman, would 
mean the reduction of the total area of British India.. 
from 1,094,000 miles to 860,000 square milee, while 
that of the Indian States will continue to be 711,000 
square miles as before. So that with Burma (off the 
map of India, the relative importance of the Princes 
in Indian polity under a federal government will 
doubtless increase. The Princes have not been slow 
to see this and have naturally encouraged Burma to 
cut herself adrift from India. 

The assassination in broad daylight of Col. Simp­
son, Inspector General of Prisons in Bengal, by the 
shots of a revolutionary provided the sensation of the 
week, It is interesting to compare the comments of 
the Morning Post and the Manchesler Gun.rdian on the 
incident. The formor has so t.r lost its balance as 
to discuss matters which are still Bub Judice, as, e. g. 
when it says "the connection with Russia was prov­
ed in the Meerut conspiracy casa," Now, everyone 
wbo at all reads newspapers knows that nothing is yet 
proyed in the Meerut case, for the trial is .till going on. 
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For the crime itaelf it holds the Terrorist orgaoisatiou 
i'eBpoll8ibleaad refentoitll"oetwork overlr.dia," quite 
oblivious of the fad: thaithere arestill som.e proviDCe8 
like Madrae and Bihar and Orissa .. here DD t:errorisI; 
ad:ivity ill yet visible. But it BUrpIIoSSe8 itself ... hen it 
ioes on to eoDDeet the Terrorists with the Congress 
which ill .. DellI" the truth l1li the Sooth ill _ to the 
North. TheIl follows the usual patting on the back 

. of the police and the osoal blaming of the Govern­
Dieat far 001; I!Ilpporiing such a fioe body of poblic 
t!el'Vants l1li it should be. Finally, the Government 
illllllked .. to make it understood that there would be 
an end to aoy thODght of political change unless thesI' 
crimes stopped." Having examined this picture,let 
os DDW look at the other. The Marwhetder GuardWfI's 
oommeuts are, l1li might be expected, very level­
headed. It holds Mr. Gandhi indirectly responsible for 
the QUcutta outrage, just l1li it holds Lord Irwin indi­
rectly responsible for the "kind of beastliness" on the 
part of the Police to which we in Bombay have lately 
been accustomed. "On the whole," it proceeds to re­
mark, .. considering the revolutionary character of 
present-day Indian Nationalism and the complete 
irresponsibility of the Central Executive, the amount 
of violence in India during the last year has been 
miraculously small." Its diagnosis of the present 
trouble is also equally commonsense. "Behind this 
unhappy state of affairs, bringing it to pass, is a rest­
less sense of injustice. Injustice, being wrong, al­
ways breeds violence in one form or another." The 
Round Table ConferenCe is devising ways and means 
of "making political injustice in India cease to be." 
If it succeeds, as succeed it must, "the spirit of 
violence" it thinks "will die." "The way to bring 
terrorism and repression to an end is not to flourish a 
big stick, not to agitate against this or that shameful 
episode, but most earneetly to put right all that is 
wrong in our relationship with India." 

The same contrast can also be observed in the com­
men~s of both the papers on the speech delivered 
during mail week by Sir Claud Jacob who will be re­
cognised in India as a former Commander-in-Chief. 
Speaking about the Indian demand for Army Indiani­
sation, he gave expression to typically bureaucratio 
views:-

India has not got the men who oan take the plaoe of our 
omears, and the people who are agitating for the IDdiani­
zation of the army:belo:ng t.o those raceS whioh do Dot 
supply a single recruit to oa,r army. Indians who oan 
take tbe plaoe of British officers may be evolved in time 
'0 00Ula, bul Ibey are Dollbere t<>-day and I do not know 
'Where t.hey are to come from. We pass a few through the 
military oolleges in England, bus the military races iD 
India are unedueated. I Bee no ohance of the Indianization 
of Ibe Indian .Army witbout briDging Ibe whole slruclure 
down with a crasb. I do Dot Bee how we can possibly 
withdraw the British Army in India. If 'We do BO the 
whole fabrio of our adminissration in India will fall to the 
ground, for it depends on the army. I know that is 
unpalatable &0 Bome people bul I am quile ... rlain Ihat I 
am right. 

While the Morning Post merely says ditto to all 
that the ex-Commander-in-Chief has to say on the 
ilubject, the Manchester Guardian finds him "distinctly 
1!ceptical." So far as Sir Claud Jacob is concerned, 
11e cannot conceive of the Indianis!ltion of the Army 

c1uriug IlUCh period of time as be can foresee at pre-
1IeIIi; the o-diafl, howevl!l', does 001; share this vieW'. 
It concedes thai "Indianieatioo must take time- but 
the time 80 taken must be "me"!!!Jrabla. " 

TIwugh iii; the Plenary Sessioll the Princes W'_ 
lavish in their love far Federation. when ii: came 
tD a question of potting it into effect they have shown 
liit1e d2sire to make the DeCeS8ry1sacrifices to make 
ii: a real federation. Their idea seems to be to restrict 
the number of federal subjects as much as possible; 
and their BOle anxiety for the moment appears to be 
how to bring this about. While 80 far the Central 
Government, in exercise of the rights of paramountcy. 
oo-ordinated a eommon railway policy for the whole 
of India, the Princes would now appear to insist thai 
the principles on which such authority is to he emr­
cised hereafter should be embodied in the constitu­
tion and should be subject to interpretation by the 
Supreme Court. But obviously it is difficult to foresee 
all conceivable circumstances in which the Central 
Government may have to take action for the common 
good and to provide for it in the constitution. The 
Princes must therefore be prepared by their volun­
tary action so to modify their treaties as to enahle 
the federal Government to do so, failing which it would 
be unsafe to set aside the doctrine of paramountcy_ 
This is realised in officisl circles and the desirability 
of making the list of the federal subjects as big as 
possible iB being impressed upon the Princes. 

Then, they are reported to be averse to a declara.­
tion of rights to be iucluded in the constitution for 
which Indians have been pressing all these years. 
Such a declaration has, it is true; little practical va.­
lue: but its educational value cannot be u~deresti­
mated, especially in, Their Highness'territories. But 
this too cannot be enforced in their case if they choose 
to take their stand on the letter of the treaties. From all 
this it was feared in mail weak, if the special corres­
pondent of the Manchealer Guardian is to be believed, 
that the Princes may reduce the powers of the proposed 
central authority,' so low that federation must prove 
a fiasco ". But it is hoped better counsels will even­
tually prevail. 

Another question is how and when the Indian 
States are to come into the federation? On this point 
the Princes peem to have made it clear that they 
would do so individually by means of supplementary 
treaties and that too at their leisure, "each state being 
left free to remain outside the federation till suoh 
. time as it judges it expedient to negotiata a supple­
mentary treaty and come inside." This would mean 
that for some time to come at any rate the Indian 
federation would consist of all the Indian provinces 
and very few States. In this case the Princes are 
afraid that in framing the federation the convenience 
of the former would be the main consideration. To 
avoid any unfairness to themselves, several ex· 
pedients are suggested. One suggestion, according to 
the special correspondent in question, is that 

the Central Exeoutive ahould be removable oDly by a 
vote of both Ilollses siuing together, 8.8 in the Oz;echo­
Slovakian ConBtitution. This might be agreeable to thoBe 
States who desire representation in the Upper ratb.rtban 
iD tbe Lower HOUB.. Bill i~ io 'DcOIlragiDg to find th •• 
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~ , the spokesm.n of tho Stal.. realis.' Ihallhey mu •• be 

repre.anted in that Ohamber whioh exeroises effeotive 
, po .... by Ih. oonlro1 of Ihe pu.... and thai Ih.y are 
. therefore' prepared to Donaidar sending representatives 

into a Lower Chamber if neoellarr. 
, It is cl ear from thiS,that the idea of their repra­

~ntation in the Lower, and more popular,' Chamber 
'was an after-thought with them. their original in­
lention'beingto confine their representation only to 
'the Upper ChSlllber. 'What is' more. they are now 
'asking for equal or lIlmost equal representatidn with 
'British India in both these ChSIIlbers I But why 
'l!hould they be so shy of coming into the Lower 
'House? The explanation is vouchsafed by the Diplo­
'matio Correspondent of the Daily Telegraph who says 
"that-if they were to have any representatives in that 
-<lliamber. '. 

il would iDvolv. the granl by th.m ,to Ih.ir subjects of 
a franchise identioal with that in roroe throughout' the 
provinces of British India. The oonsequenoe of suoh 8 

measure 'Would,. be DM only a diminution of their internal 
loyereignty, but the rap~d assimilation of their autono .. 
moua States to the mere provinces. 

A refusal by the Princes to acquiesce in this propositioll 
ma.,. safel.,. be' assumed. Nor would it be regretted by 
the ( Hindn Babha ) Extremist. in questioD, who wish for 
a Centralist or U nilary Government, and .. onld ... loome 
the failure of the Federal .conception. because of the in­
fluence which the States would undoubtedl,. exeroise in a 
Federal Legislature aDd Executive. 
The following statement made on behalf of the 

Princes at a meeting of the Federlll Structure Sub­
-committee in mail week explains their position 

Among the more important statement. made on the 
Princes· behalf were the followlng:-

1. That th.,. would agr •• to a federal l.gislature of 
.two Chambers; 

·2. That the.,. would require t.o be reprasented in both 
as equal co-partners by nominees ohoseD by their respeo .. 
tive Governments:; 

3. That they .. ould cons.nt 10 d ... 1 in Ih. fed.rall.gil­
lature onl, with federal aubje.ots, taking no pan in 
matters ooncerning British India only; aDd 

4. Th.at in matters of dispute involving a joint session 
of the two Chamb.rs th.y suggested a 75 p.r c.nt. maio­
Tit,. as neoessary for a settlement. 

It .. as furth.r .mphasis.d on b.half of the Prin.e. Ihal 
,they were not prepared to forgo their sovereignty. but 
that the.,. did Dot expect the Provincea to part with 01-
iormity in legislation. They therefore suggested al a 
solution thalla .. s passed by the f.deral body .hould b. 
ratifi.d by the sev.ral Stat. L.glslatu •• s. 

Although an undertaking amounting to & pledge was 
given th., federallaw8 should be passed by the States' 
.Legulatures, the British Indian delegates Were not 
.satisfied with the positioD, and the matter 'Was left over 
for further discussion. It is not oonsidered likely, how­
~v.r, thallhe point will b. pr.ssed by the Prin •••• 

A further'claim advanoed on behalf of the Princes wall 
that with regard to defence, external relations, and other 

-crown IUbje.ts th.y should have equal rights of di •• us.­
jng and influenciDg policy iD so far as these subjeots were 
not relalned by Ih. Crown. 

The prospects about a Hindu-Muslim settlement 
'were also gloomy during mail week. After'the Hindu 
08nd Muslim delegates had failed to reach a settle­
ment Mr. MacDonald offered his good offices to act as 
~ conciliator (and not an arbitrator, as seems to have 
been wrongly believed in some quarters) and the 
parties to the dispute met the Prime Minister who 
'Was accompanied by the Secretary of State for India 

~ 

and the Attorney-General. The Muslims seemed 
doubtful if in regard ,to any decisions in London the 
.Hindu ,readers present. at the, COnference' ,could 
"deliver the, goods". The, latter, according to, the 
Times, pointed out that the work of Hindu-Muslim 
settlement would be oonsiderably facilitated if 

8t 10m. .arlY date Mr. Ma.Donald oould make an 
announcement on behalf of bis Majestyt. Government-in 
assooiatioD, if p08sible, with the Opposition parti.s-t~* 
th.y ... r. pr.pared 10 ao •• pl the prino;pl. of ful! provln_ 
oial autonomy. the introduction of the element of 
responsibility at the Cent.e. and a more rapid "Indianiz ... 
t.ioil" of the offioer ranka of the Army-these beinl among 
the outstanding N ationalis' olaims. 

It is reported the Prime Minister was non-oom­
mittaI but said that any agreed policy betwllen the 
British delegates was itself dependent upon a proper 
settlement of the Hindu-Muslim problem and "agree­
ment on the general meeting of minority claims," so 
that it was a vioious cirde in which 'all the parties were 
running.', We have since been told that the negotia­
tioll8 ended in smoke. But it is instructive to note 
the latest terms proposed in mail week by the Moslem 
delegates for a settlement. The Time8 says that these 

provid.s Ihat the ahar. of •• at. In Bengal and th. 
Punjab should b. not a ba •• majority but should he bal.d 
on popnlation. This would give th.m 54 p.r •• nt. of the 
s.ats in B.ngal and 56 per oent. in th. Punjab. Th.se 
ohanges would be made without depriving the )(ollem 
minoriti.s-for the most part r.lativ.ly small-in othOl' 
provinoes of lithe weightage" whioh exists at present. If 
the offioial element in the legislaturel of thele PrOYinCel 
di.app.ars th.y a.k that the • .... Ightag... should b. 
proportionately inoreased. 

It is, al.o stlpulat.d tbat any territorial r.distribution 
Ibat may at any tim. be n •••• sary sbould Dot have the 
etl'e.1 of d.priving th. Moslems of tbelr majorily In 
B.ngal, Ihe Punjab. the N o.lh-We.1 Frontier Provin.e. 
and the De .. ly .reated Bind. OthOl' Moslem .Iaim~.h 
a8 adequate safeguards for the proteotion of their religion 
and persoll&l I.... und.r the Conslitution. aDd their 
proportionate representation to the u::tent of at least one­
third in the Cabine's, provinoial and oentral-were 
oODceded in prinoiple in the earlier discu8sionl. 

Thus while we seem yet to be BS far from an 
understanding between the two great communities 88 

ever, the negotiations themselves have led to 'some 
unfortunate results. One of these is Sir Tei Bahadur 
Sapru's resignation from the Liberal Party with a 
view to preserve his freedom to go as far as he likes 
in meeting the wishes of the Muslim delegates. This 
is, of conrse, not to say that his erstwhile Liberal 
colleagues failed him of their support in any attempts 
he may have made to bring about a Hindu-Muslim 
settlement. The speow correspondent of the M anche­
Bier Guardian mentions the facts which, he assurea 
118, are being borne in mind by those engaged in. 
framing a constitution for this oountry. These are: 

1. Th. (Jonf.ren •• doe. not r.pr.sent the popular pan,­
in India. No scheme for a oautious, tentative advanoe 
could 'Pos.ibly atlra.t what is.ne.d.d-the Go-op.ration of 
Nationalist India.. Henoe the Conferenoe must seek: to 
produce a scheme suffioient!,. drastio, thoroughgoing, and 
far-reaching to win support even frOID auspioious. reluot .. 
ant. and embittered Congress leaders. It would make 
things easter. too, if Oongress leadere oould be called into 
consultation before the Boheme is given Its final 8hape. 

I. British India will Dot look at any s.h.m. for an 
irresponsible exeoutive (unless, perhaps, to tide over & 
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~.------------------------------------------~-------------------------------------~ 
period of trsnBitioD ). 80 the .All-India ExeoalivB muat be 
mad. r.BJlon.lbl. to an All-India L.gi.latu ... . 

S Briti.h India .. illln.i., tbat tlie po ... r of the pur •• 
mu.t b. in tb. hand. of a Chamber which oan fairly b. 
desoribed a8 belog cODstitated on -popular or democratic 
prinoiples, so far at lean al the British Indian ponion 
of it i8 oonoerned. 

4. It I. obvious that tho lif. of tbe El<.outlve must de­
p.nd in the main on the goodwill of thl. Cbamber .inoe It 
hOI tb. pow .. oUhe pur ••• 

S. The Statea, therefore, if they meaD to aome into tbe 
Federation at all. must send a proportionate share o~ re­
presentatives into thi. demooratio Chamber. 

6. British India must agree that it shan be left to the 
disoretion of the States Governments·to deoide by wbat 
methods the representatives assigned to them shall be 
seleoted. 

8. 80me kind of •• paral. Briti.h-Indian Chamber or an 
In.-and-out arrangement may have to be devised to enable 
the demooratia Chamber to exolude representatives of the 
States when discussing purely British Indian questions. 
n would be b.Uer that any question on whioh tbe life· of 
the Cabinet depend.d should be r.gard.d as an all-India 
question, and tbat the Speaker should be giveD discretion 
to decide doubtful cases. 

9. In 1:he oonstitution of the Cabinet representatives 
of the State. and of British India should beon the same 
footing. 

These bear testimony to a realisation, on the 
part'of the framers of the Indian constitution, of the 
diffioultles of the Indian situation, though they seem 
to under-late the strength of feeling among the people 
pf Indian States on the subject of States' representa­
tiOll in the federal legislature by election instead of 
py nomination by the Princes which seems to be in 
contemplation. 

D. V. A. 

PERSONAL RRl\:11NISCENCES OF LORD 
BIRKENHEAD. 

WITH Lord Birkenhead's death one of the most 
vivid personalities of modern political life 
passed away. He had his enemies as he had 

his friends: and there were many who disapproved 
hiilactivities and censored his opinions: but no one 
could deny the vitality or the stupendous energy and 
vigour of his character. 

When I came up to Oxford, F. E. Smith, .as he 
then was, was still an undergraduate at Wadham 
College, several years senior to myself. W sdham at 
that moment had the honour of sheltering three under­
¥1"aduate celebrities, F. E. Smith, C. B. Fry and~ 
some way after them--John Simon. No one of the 
three was distinguished hy any particular modesty or 
was. the least bit likely to hide away his qualities or 
abilities; so that it was often suggested in other Col­
leges that Wadham had better buil d an extra quad­
rangle for their sake alone. . It was a fact, however, 
that the three men lent brilliance to a College which 
had otherwise heen obscure. Of the thTee F. E. Smith 
was the one most obviously .marked out for future 
distinction. 

While he was still an undergraduate my inter­
course with the future Lord Birkenhead went little 
beyond a nodding acquaintance and a few words in 
passing in the High or at the Union. But when he 
Jlad brilliantly tal\"en his degree and the Vinerian 

University Prize, he W88 eleoted to a Fellowship aI;:: 
Merton, my own College, where I W89 still an under­
graduate. His rooms were in Mob Quad, the oldesl .. : 
quadrangle in Oxford which dates from the first years 
of the 14.th century, where I was also fortunate enough 
to be, and which at one time had also sheltered thl\fl : 
erratic but brilliant undergraduate, Lord Randolp~ 
Churchill. F. E. Smith was kind enough to invib 
me to come freely to his rooms, and I saw a fa1f . 
amount of him in·that way,though the difference i\l 
seniority naturally kept me outside the closer oirole· 
of his frieIl!lhips. It was impossible to be with hin;l 
without feeling his power and the magnetio force. of 
his character, and without reoognising instinctivei~ 
that he must rise to somewhere near the highest in hi" . 
chosen profession of politics. ; 

At that time indeed one of the questions which 
violently excited undergraduate. opinion was the­
future which awaited both F. E. Simth and the rival 
orator at the Union, Hilaire Belloc. The two men 
were contemporaries. They held, or at Rny rate pro­
claimed, contrary political beliefs. Their methods of 
argument and debate were different. Belloc W88 a 
convinced and perfervid deT ocrat, a believer in the 
people, a preacher of human equality, views whioh he 
combined with an ardent faith in God and in the 
Catholic religion. When he spoke, it was obvious­
that he felt what he said with his whole soul, and he 
rose easily to a poetic and impassioned oratory that 
held his audience silent and spell-bound. F. E. Simtlj 
never oreated an impression of tbis kind. The feeling 
of sincerity and impassioned belief was wanting. One 
felt always that he was arguing to a brief and might 
as readily maintain the opposite. Of poetry there was 
no touch within him. He W89 hard, material, dis..­
putative. But as a debater he waH unsurpassed. 
Though he never inspired, he could often persuade 
and always ridicule. He was unequalled in quick 
retort, in sure analysis, and in clear and rapid exposi­
tion. He had the House of Commons manner raised 
to a high degree·of wit and brilliance. Belloc's was 
the oratory of France, of great speakers firing a crowd 
to vengeance or leading a people to perilous rising 
and adventures. 

Undergraduate opinion on the whole was right 
in its estimate of the two men's fortunes. They felt 
that Belloc deserved the highest but bardly hoped he 
would attain it .. The qualities he had were too rare 
for popular consumption. Besides he was too French. 
not sufficiently an Englishman: he would never last 
out the rough and tumble I).or tolerate the give and 
take of public life in England. Of F. E. Smith, on 
the other ,hand, there never was any real doubt. He 

. was just the type of man, both on his good and his 
less good sides, whom the people wanted; who would 
go down in a Directors' meeting of a Company, in the 
Law Courts, or at a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons.' Brilliant and exceptionally able as he 
was, his brilliance and ability were still in kind and 
class those of the ordinary man raised higher. He 
had no ideas which might not be shared by everyone .. 
no feelings which transcended the soul of the com­
mon herd. He gave quicker and clesrer expression to. 
what most Englishmen thought and felt, that was all 
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But the rapidity of his grasp and' the concentrated 
intensity of his thought were beyond pr~ise. He had 
talent of the highest grade; it was only genius that he 
lacked. ADd it should in fairness be added that he 
would always have been devoutly thankful that he 
had it not. The undergraduate view was unerringly 
that F. E· Smith woulli. soon be in the Cabinet and 
would probably become Lord Chancellor. But even 
at that time most men felt he could never be Prime 
Minister. Many would have added that he would 
not even rise to first rank in the. Cabinet. They felt 
in other words, even at that age, a' certain want of 
sincerity, a certain excess of pushful egoism and 
self-interest which would, or at any rate ought to, 
preclude 'him from the highest offices. But of nis 
becoming a Law Officer of tl,1e Crown hardly any 
doubt was possible. In essence the prognostication 
was true of his career, for his being Secretary of 
State of India was more an accident than a fitting 
evolution. ' 

One of the most strikil!g incidents of F. E. 
Smith's l1niversity career was the occasion when he 
was wrongfully arrested by the police on a charge of 
assault; and as it happened, I was with him only a 
couple of miDutes before the arrest. King Edward, 
at that time Prince of Wales, had come to Oxford to 
open the new Municipal Buildings; and there had 
been rumours for some days previously that the 
occasion would be ,used to revive one' of the old Town 
and Gown Rows when tQwnspeople and undergra­
·duates met and fought in the' streets, only fists being 
used and the fighting being mestly good natured. 
'There would have been no harm at all in the row, if 
it had been left alone. Unfortunately the City 
Magistrates got it into their heads that such a Town 
and Gown Row must not be allowed, and therefore 
imported London police, foot and mounted, who had 
no experience of high-fipirited undergraduates and 
looked on a bit of playful, if exaggerated, fun as if it 
were a serious riot and, God knows, an attack upon 
the Prince of Wales, actually the most popular of 
man at Oxford. At any rate they began using their 
batons and charging on horseback into the under­
graduate crowds. They were soon to learn that two 
~ould play at that game, and the result was t1la't some 
of the London police were dragged off their horses, 
others were severely hammered, and by the end of the 
evening there was not one whose bones did not ache 
confoundedly all over. The joke of the whole affair 
was that, with one exceptioD, the few undergraduates 
arrested were all of the" smug" or working variety, 
narmless men who had not done anything whatever 
,except be in the streets. By midnight, of course, the 
1msiness was over, as all undergraduates must be in 
their Colleges or rooms. by that hour. But just a few 
.minutes before midnight I found myself at the door 
-of Vincent's Club, talking to F. E. Smith and young 
Ridley, the son of the then Home Secretary. The 
latter was furious at the bungling and gross attacks 
by the police and talked big about writing to his 
father to have them punished and so on. F. E. Smith, 
on the contrary, took a severely tutorial view, saying 
the police had behaved reasonably on the whole and 
the undergraduates had brought the trouble on them. 

selves. While we· were talking, however,' we saw a., 
Merton College servant on the other side of the street 
being taken under arrest to the police station through' 
the streets which were by this time almost deserted., 
Smith, with his usual b(Jflhomie, said he would go 
and bail the ID.'\n out; and Ridley and I left him to 
run to our respective rooms before midnight. Next 
morning my servant grinned as he pulled up the 
blinds and said ~ .. Do you know, Sir, Mr. F. E. Smith 
has been run in ?" I threw on my clothes quickly, 
snatched a hurried breakfast, and tore off to his rooms. 
There was no question now' in his mind of the police 
having behaved well. On the contrary, there was a 
volume of lurid and picturesque invective from F. E. 
Smith. It was I now whO reminded him with a smile' 
of the duties of the 'police and the misconduot of the 
University. The short and the long of it was that the 
matter came to trial. It was obvious that the police 
story was an entire fabrication: they had themselves 
assaulted Lord Blrkenhead, merely because he wanted 
to bail out the unfortunate servant, and they were 
sore and took him' to be an undergraduate. Smith 
was defended by Professor Dicey and brought a coun­
ter oharge. But the sagacity of the local magistrates 
discharged both parties I 

It was about this time too that I remember, Lord 
Birkenhead taking to hunting. He had had no 
chance before, but he had a real bste for all sport 
and a desire to excel in each: he had moreover a very 
keen praotical eye to what was socially advantageous 
and likely to be useful to him in his career. Hunt­
ing afforded opportunities for becoming intimate 
with .. the right sort of people." I can still remem­
bar him as he was at his first attempt or two with the 
South Oxfordshire, the pleasant old-fashioned pack. 
with whom one" rode to hunt" rather than .. hunted 
to ride." It must be added that once he began, .. F. 
E ... beCame a keen follower of hounds and a stout 
horseman. 

After I went down from Oxford and came out to 
India, I saw nothing of F. E. Smith for nine years 
till I came home on leave when I next met him in 
the Rouse of Commons lobby while I was waiting 
for my host for dinner. I eould unfortunately not 
help being impressed by the difference in his manner 
when he first saw me sitting humbly alene and after. 
wards when he saw with whom I was dining. I.met 
him again after the war one day in Paris at Voisin's, 
the famous restaurant near the Embassy, where he 
came in with Mr. Bonar Law and another of the 
British representatives at the peace negotiations 
while I was at lunch. On this oocasion I certainly 
conld not complain of want of cordiality, for he left 
the distinguished party at once to come and speak to 
me for quite a long time, an attention whioh I should 
have felt as very flattering, had I not happened. to be 
lunching with a very charming French actress. Lord 
Birkenhead, among his many very human qualities, 
had no bad eye for a pretty woman· 

India, of course, did not like Lord Birkenhead 
and had no reason to do so. The texture of his mind 
was not such as to fit him for the office of Secretary' 

, of State for India, an office which requires insight, 
sympathy, and a certain fine and almost poetic feel~ 
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ftig. He was unpopular even with the staff and 
alienated, b,oth elt·officials and would-be Indian' visi­
tors by being unapproachable to them, though acces­
sible to the London celebrities of the moment. In 
his time, for instance, the India Office reception,S, paid 
for by public money, were crowded by actors and 
journalists, while retired officials and Indian visitors 
of talent and position asked in vain for invitations. 
There was an unfortunate incident also when he 
could not recognise one of his colleagues on the 
India Council from another. Most unfortuuate of 
all was the appointment of the Simon Commission as 
made on his recommendation with his old Wadham 
comrade as its Chairman; and his subsequent lan­
guage when the sagacity and ,humanity of one of 
of India's best Viceroys strove to undo the mischief 
alreadY wrought. 

It is indeed an unhappy and striking circumst­
ance that Lord Birkenhead,within his own limitations 
one of the most talented men of his generation and 
not without a good deal of true, if narrow and inter­
ested, patriotism, should twice in his career have 
all but succeeded in doing his country the greatest 
disservice possible. It was he, ned to Lord Carson, 
who was responsible for the Ulster" rebellion", 
which encouraged Germany to think Great ,Britain's 
hands to be tied and thereby persuaded her to make 
war when she did: and it is he again who has been 
responsible more than any other human being, though 
less than the general environment of economic distress 
and general dislike of European industrialisation, 
for the exasperation of opposition and the bitterness 
of strife which have led India and Great Britain into 
Such depths of despond. 

Apart from these fatalities it is true to say that 
Lord Birkenhead was a typica.l Englishman of his 
class and generation. He would have been unthink­
able, for instance, as an Irishman or Scotsman. It was 
more than an accident, it was predestined that 
he should bear the name of Smith. He' was the 
typical middle-class Englishman of the industrial 
cities and might almost have stepped out of a novel 
by Mr. Arnold Bennett, a keen businessman, judg­
ing success by material results, blind to the craving 
of the soul, ambitious, not over-scrupulous, deep in 
prejudice and national or racial arrogance, no little 
of a snob, yet tolerant of all opinions as long as they 
did not interfere with his comfort or convenience, 
good-natured, free of malice, quite devoid of fineness 
or subtlety, and unhesitatingly convinced of the 
essential rightness of imperialism, big business, and 
the Protestant Constitution, because they had brought 
him and his class solidity, respectability and mater-, 
ial comfort. With money he was lavish and he was 
vigorously and insatiably avid of the pleasures of 
the senses, espeoially those which derive from quick 
activity in the open air. Yat his pleasures would 

, never have led him seriously to doubt the foundations 
of conventional morality, and no amount of excess 
can ever have' made him hesitate about the 
"permanent verities of Protestant and Conservative 
ethics. He would have been equally contemptuous 
of anyone who really practised Christianity and of 
one who denied its validity. There was an undeni-

able coarseness of fibre, a toughness and callosity of' 
inner texture in the man. But his faults were those-' 
of his age; they belonged to the character which 
made him what he was; and future historians will' 
never be able to. understand the period without 8.. 

completo study of the careers of Lord Birkenhead and 
Mr. Lloyd George. Yet, all said and done, one cannot 
but admire the machine-like precision of his mind,. 
the intensive concentrated analysis of his thought. 
the undeflected push and purposeful drive of his 
whole career, and more than all, the unslaked vigour 
of his enjoyment of life. 

OTTO ROTHFIELD. 

~tl1itlt·$. 

AN INDIAN MYSTIC SAINT. 
THE LIFE OF RAMAKRISHNA. By ROMAIN 

ROLLAND. ( Trs. from the French by MALCOLM 
SMITH.) [Advaita Ashram, Mayavati, Almora.-: 
U. P.l 92cm. 338 p. Rs. 6/8. 

I have no hesitation in describing this work of, 
'exquisite sympathy and vast knowledge as one of the, 
most important contributions to the literature of 

'mysticism during this century. In describing and 
assessing the mysticism of the East, the difficulty' 
has always been to obtain authentic records of first­
hand experience. The saints of India have been less, 
ready tha n their brethren of the West to describe, 
their spiritual adventures. Many of them have not 
been men of letters; all have honoured that pro-' 
foundly significant anonymity so characteristic of' 
Eastern religion. Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, how­
ever, lived in an age which was beginning to realise 
that the best apology for religion was the religion of 
the religions. He was surrounded by disciples of 
scientific and literary ability who have made them­
selves our debtors by recording so much of their 
Master's life and words. At last, in the life of R~ma­
krishna we have a" document" of supreme psycho-' 
logical and spiritual importance. In the hands of M., 
Romain Rolland, that" document" has been given 
superb literary form, a universal quality which 
should carry it across the world, and best of all 8 
grace and beauty whioh will kindle every reader 
with a love of God. I myself, an ortbodox believer 
of another creed, nurtured in the very different phi­
losophical tradition of Platonism, reared under a 
oold grey Northern sky, felt my hean: .. strangely 
warmed" as I read, and I was filled WIth the sense' 
of the warmth the colour, the passion of religion. 
suoh as is reve~ed in the saints of Italy or Spain. I. 
am not afraid to ask every missionary in India to 
read this book. Were I a millionaire, I would be 
ready to send a oopy of it to every Englishman in 
India indeed to every lover of religion in the world. 

, M. ~lland's great mission, I believe, is to the West. 
.. I have dedicated my whole life ", he says, .. to the 
reconciliation of mankind. I have striven to bring 
it about, among the peoples' of Europe, especially 
between those two great Western peoples, who a:r:e 
bretbren and yet enemies." If England and IndIa: 
are ever to be reconciled, they must understand one. 
another. If England is to understand, she must 
penetrate deep into the. philosophy .. of Mahatma 
Gandhi and must appreCIate the r.bglon of Rama­
krisbna, If any Englishman will read and under­
stand the two books of M. Rolland on these two. key- ' 
figures of humanity, be will he a friend of IndIa ~11 
his life. And if any Indian will also read them, he w1l1 
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-clraw the strength and vision that will enable him 
to remain a friend of Britain. May M. Rolland win 
many to his oause of Love! 
. M. Rolland tells the life-story of Ramakrishna 

. as only he could tell it, illuminating it with many 
side-lights from the Western mystios. The trend of 

-the narrative is rather unfortunately interrupted, 
however, by a long chapter on "the Builders of 
lJ nity ", the makers of modern India, which leads 
liP to a not very edifying oontroversy between the 
author and his publishers, the Ramakrishna Mission­
;adding an appendix to refute certain of M. Rolland's 

-statements. This is surely unnecessary, and we 
earnestly hope that in future editions of the book, 
this will be omitted But this is the only flaw in a 
book which is otherwise all grace and beauty. 
• The character of Ramakrishna is drawn in all 
its vivid attractiveness. We ~8 his power over men, 
the delicacy and sympathy he gave to Sarada Devi, 
his wit and humour, the gentle mockery with which 
he met the portentous and the great, his generous 
love for all mankind, his universal tolerance, his 
oolossaI spiritual capacity. He had the power of 
epitomising a whole gospel in a sentence. .. Jiva is 

,Shiva," he once-exclaimed. "Who then dare talk of 
showing mercy to them? Not meroy, but service, 

'service, for man must be regarded as God" This is 
the -foundation of the innumerable acts of service 
-done by the Ramakrishna Mission. The case against 
spiritualism has never been put more clearly than 
ibis : .. Ify ou always think of ghosts, you will become 
'a ghost. If you think of God, you will be GQd 
'Choose!" Nor has the purifying influence of sickness 
been expressed more be;lutifully. .. III ness digs 
round the roots of your being." He had little pati­
.ence with silly ·other-worldliness. "A devotee ought 
not to be a fool." Our hearts warm to a man who 

-could pray, .. 0 Mother, let me remain in contact 
"With men! Do not make me a dried-up ascetic. " 

There is no room here to describe the long and 
-beautiful journey of Ramakrishna's soul, his visions, 
his ecstasies, his ever-deepening spiritual insight, 
the courage with which he trod the path that leads to 
the formless Absolute, the love which he poured out 
cat the feet of the Mother who had so often appeared 
to him. In- Ramakrishna, Hinduism is displayed in 
its deepest, its most moving, its most attractive from. 
1Iis life was .. a living oommentary on the text of 
-the U panishad8, was in fact the spirit of the Upam­
.shads living in human form. " 

VERRIER E~WIN. 
----

CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN RUSSIA. 

A GIRL IN SOVIET RUSSIA. By ANDREE VIO­
LLIS. Trs. from the French by Homer White. 
(Thomas Y. Crowell, Co., N. Y.) 1929. 20 cm. 
3,7 p. $ 2'50. 

THE NEW EDUeATION IN THE SOVIET RE­
PUBLIC, By.ALBERT P. PINKEVITCH. (John 
Day Co., New York.) 1929. 2, cm. ,03 p. $ 3'50. 

THE 'girl' in .. A Girl in Soviet Russia" is a 
French girl, a journalist, who records her impressions 
118 she visits a' few places in Russia. To those 
acquainted with the theory and history of Bolshevism 
tliis book will not only be a delightful reading but it 
will help them to visualise the new life in Russia. 
Others, however, will fail to appreciate the sketches 
it contains. 

_ Among other things, she tells us "How Moscow­
lodges." "Every citizen has the right to sixteen 
square archines (an archi1l6 is a little less than a 
square metre), and pays a rental which corresponds 
at once to the size of the room he occupies and to his 

, :, 'J-

income." In the course of such distribution of spa~~ 
the refined and the coarse are hUddled together, giv~ 
ing rise to many tragi-comedies. The author sketohes 
the simple restaurants of Moscow, a committee meet;.. 
ing of Kazan, a Soviet factory, the youth, the defunct 
aristocracy, President Kalinin;surrounded by suppli-_ 
cants (the best of these sketches), the school, and 
married life. 

To judge from this book, Russia seems to heg~t;.: 
ting along splendidly. Though the country is far from 
prosperous, the grievances against the Government are 
soothed by the thought that the motives of the 
Government are above question; for there no longer 
exists the exploiting class of capitalists. On the 
other hand, the Government in their New Economic 
Polioy' have gone half way to meet the popular 
feelings. But besides these, there is a third factor. 
Bolshevism is an established fact; and the oitizen 
cannot do anything but to adjust himself to it. 
And this does not seem to be .. very hard task, 
except for the rioh, who still ,remember the old days. 
The youth have learnho aamire the new order. 

And to these _ three forces must -be _added th8 
fourth, viz. propaganda, which is as important 
as education. In fact the two are merged together;_ 
and this does not mean that education is degenerated, 
but that the new view of life permeates the whole­
system of education, both of the young and the old.' 

A. P. Pinkevitch, the President of the Second' 
State University of Mosoow, in his book on "The NeW' 
Education in the Soviet Republic," _ divides the pro­
cess of education into two classes. "The one, 
embraces the growth and development of the native, 
powers of the individual" which may be called 
nurture. "The other is conoerned with the shaping 
€If attitudes, the moulding of character, and the formu­
lation of a philosophy of life". This is called i'1l8truc-' 
nan. To discover the aim of Soviet education, 
Pinkevltch puts the test question: What aim of. 
education, under the contemporary social conditions, 
conforms most completely to the interest of the pro­
letariat as a class? The aim of nurture is that the 

• individual should develop into a strong and healthy 
organism. This general statement would not 
seem to raise controversy. But it is in the detailed­
methods and in the concrete applicatiOns of principles _ 
that t!Ie Marxian differs from the bourgeois. The' 
aim of general ins/ruelian is ~he development of an 
outlook upon the world. "This involves the introduc­
tion of the individual to an understanding and evalu .... 
tion of the entire cultural heritage of the present 
time. Our socialistic understanding and Marxian­
evaluation will of course differ fundamentally from­
those of the bourgeoisie. We must educate warriors-: 
for socialism who clearly understand the problems_ 
of their class." 

The editor makes a noteworthy remark about the -
system adopted and the aim in-view. "On the one 
hand, we see an eduoational programme organised 
from top to bottom for the purpose of achieving a -
fairly definite objective-the building or a collectivis­
tic social order; and, on the other, we see an educ .... 
tional programme of extraordinary scope", consisting 
not only of boys and girls' schools but of sohools for 
adults, of the press and the librsry, of the theatre and 
the moving picture, of art galleries and museums, of -
young people's clubs and communistic societies. 

Talking of the schools alone, how are they _ 
actually different in Russia than those in other 
countries? Space does not permit us to answer this 
question. But two features of the Russian school may 
be noted. Firstly, importance of manual work in the .... 
educational system is there recognised more than else­
where, and, practical and theoretical study of the 
social role of labour is made the central theme. 
Second] y, the children grow up in their own. 
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coll~ctive organisations. The teacher is an organiser, 
• 85sistant, instructor, and older comrade, but not a 

'·'~perior officer. Every school is a children's com­
mune with its own rules and laws, social work, and 
enterprises in which both children and adults 
:(>articipate. " , 
, -The chapter on ·"the School and Society" is, very 
lnter~sting, briefly, tracing the relation betweenjthe 
educational system Bnd contemporary social organlS8-
tion through different periods of history. The author, 
throughout the book. surveys in detail the views of 
eminent educationists in the world. Undoubtedly 
the specialists in education will find" this book 
interesting, if not enlightening. • , . '. . 

P. J. JAGIRDAR. 
, , 

SHORT NOTICES. 
• 

SOME ASPECTS OF HINDU <MEDICAL 
: TREATMENT. ByDQROTHEACHAPLIN.(Luzac, 

, , London.) 1930. 19 QID. 71 p.3/6. 
THlSclSmnll.book is., 'sure to prove an eye·opener to 
many a Westernised, Indian doctor. The authoress 
was herself a pl;lotient. and then a disciple. of the late 
;Mr.S. M.·Mitra who w!'s practising Hindu Medicine 
in London from 1905 to 192,5., Mr. Mitra's successes 
1:vereso hrilliant,that manypatien~i doomed as incu· 
rables bY' Western. specialists in 19r1gland, America" 
Norway and other couJ;ltries. began to seek his help 
and were ultimately cured.by Hindu medicines) Mr. 
Mitra had nothing to Ilonceal about his remedies. He 
openly'llhowed them to' many,"published their for· 
mulm, subjected tbem'to chefl?ical tests. and proved, 
their efficacy by actual practice. His remarkable. 
cures won for him Bosent, as a representative of Hindu <1 
Medicine. "in 'thl!' International CoQgress of Medicine, 
held in London in 1913, and that hoay published 
many of his excellent papers in its Transactions. He 
th)Js got a world-wide reputation not only for himself 
bUt also for the Ayurvedic Science he represented there. 

l Mr. Mitra believed, like Sir James Mackenzie, 
that underlying many diseases there must be some 
one cause, and that was "Depletion of Nerve-force." 
According to him Western Medical Science' is also, 
slowly recognising it, and Dr. Muthu has clearly 
shown in his book on Tuberculosis that it is the de. 
pleted 'Soil; and, not the germ, 'that causes T. B. 
Mr: Mitra not only believed in it, but actually based 
his Ayurvedic treatment on it, lind got Buccess in his 
practice.' He had wonderful faith in the efficacy of . 
Makaradbvaja and Chagladya. and it is no wonder 
that the world·famous firm ofE. Merck of Darmstadt 
in Germany is now preparing Makar8dhvaja according 
to AYurvedic formula. It is a great pity however that 
our . Westerniselt-Indian doctors have not yet shown 
the slightest inclination to exploit the golden mine of 
such; world·famous 'Ayurvedic mediCines, and are 
sheepishly following the Western methods and using 
the Western drugs. If they were t,o probe Ayurvedic 
Science, learn and practise it, then not only will they 
succeed in theil'" practice, but they will confer an 
incalculable' boon on their helpless brothers aod 
sisters who are dying by thousands for want of 
medical help and susten8nce. We hope Mr. Mitra's 
wonderful successes in the Ayurvedic Medicine will 
persuade some of them at least to follow the true 
Swadeshi method and art in Medicine to the ever' 
lasting good of their country. 

V. M. BHAT. 
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