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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

AMIR AMANULLAHKHAN is to be pitied most. 
Two months ago he was only a prince, occupYing 
a secondary position at Kabul, directly under the 
eyes of the late Habibullah. He found one morn
ing that his father, the Amir, had been murdered 
apparently under suspicious circumstances. His 
looal influenoe at the capital and the delay which 
the instigator cf the murder had incurred in reaoh
ing Kabul and proclaiming himself King atthatplace 
gave him a ohance to step in; perhaps he was impell
ed to it by the instinct of self-preservation. He pro
claimed himself Amir of Afghanistan and secured 
to his throne. the adhesion of the people and the 
army at a tremendous cost, viz., by promising con- , 
oessions which he knew he could not afford. He held I 
a Darbar where the perpetrators of the murder 
and their aocomplices were tried and condemned, 
among them the reactionary, powerful and popu
lar war-like Nasrullahkhan being the chief. 
He succeeded for the time being, but, poor 
man, he finds now that he cannot get rid of ehe 
influence of the Nasrullah faction in that way. 
Perhaps he already feels that he must get out of 
the difficulties in whioh he has landed himself 
by giving concessions to the army. And following 
the well-worn adage of old-world politics he has 
tried to distract the attention of his subjects by 
giving them a foreign trouble to think over, in 
place of the domestic one. He has made war on a 
powerful but peaceful friend and neighbour. 

* * * 
THIS appears to be, in short, the story of the 

Afghan troubles, which have so suddenly broken 
in upon us just on the eve of the conclusion 
of the Peaoe. A.fghan war is now a fact. With 
a seasoned army to fight our battles, with equip-

ment fortunately readily available out of the vast 
stores accumulated for the vaster struggle which 
has just closed, with experience which is still fresh, 
the British Government enter on the struggle with 
confidence. The enemy's resources are small and 
his communications undeveloped. The war can 
have but one conclusion, and let us hope that the 
campaign will be a short one. At the same time, 
the disorganised condition of Central Asia and, 
what is worse, the danger of the influence of the 
hunger-stricken, miserable, desperate Bolshevist 
doctrinaire must not be lost sight of. Whether it is 
a short campaign or a prolonged, intermittent war
fare, it is not of the Government of India's choos
ing; it is forced upon them by the Amir, and we 
must get through with it. The Govemment have 
the full support of the people. 

* * * 
MR. TILAK declared at a meeting in London 

that the differences between Moderates and Extre
mists on the reforms question related solely to tac
tics. It is well that he thus openly express!'d what 
undoubtedly lies behind much of the discussion that 
goes on on this subject. The general favourable 
opinion which the Moderates hold on the reforms 
as outlined in the joint report is shared by many 
outside the Moderate party, but they seem to think 
that it is bad strategy to express it when the ra-' 
forms are yet in a fluid condition. The best way 
to have the proposals enlarged or at any rate to 
prevent them ffom being whittled down is, accord
ing to them, to pronounce them thoroughly dis
appointing and not to let the Britisher know by 
any chance that if the present proposals are enact
ed they will win general support in India. What
ever the strategic advantage of such a course may 
be, it is clear that Mr. Tilak is not always equal 
to these tactics. For he repeated in this speech 
what he had remarked before that .. if the Gov
ernment were determined not to give anything 
more than was proposed he would take what they 
would give; but he claimed the right to express 
clearly.what it was :that India wanted •. Indian 
Nationalists would state their case; it was for the 
Government to accept it or not:' 

* * * 
THOSE who affect to be puzzled at the position 

of the Moderate party and think that the Mode
rates altogether give away the case for larger re
forms so soon as they accord general support to 
the proposals officially put forward may now refer 
their riddles to Mr. Tilak for solution. They may 
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ask him what practical value .,attaches to the 
several amendments which have been so elaborate
ly worked out by the Congress and upon which he 
insists in his representation to the Peace Confer
ence after the declaration which he has made. The 
only difference between Mr. Tilak and the Mode
rates is this, that while the latter are prepared 
to accept the present scheme by way of compro
mise and without surrendering the right to 
agitate for more in the future because they be
lieve the· scheme to be substantial, Mr. Tilak, 
curiously enough, maintains the same attitude of 
acquiescence with reference to any scheme of re
forms, no matter how slight or even reactionary it 
may be. The Moderates think that the question of 
acceptance cannot be decided independently of 
the merits of a scheme. 

* * * 
IN the present instance, Mr. Tilak thinks the 

proposals relating to the central Government to be 
retrogressive (vide his representation to the Peace 
Conference) and those relating to the provincial 
Governments to be "no better than a shadow" (vide 
an account of his speech in the Hindu), and yet he 
maintains thut whatever may be conceded in the 
name of reforms must be accepted. The Hindu in
verts Mr. Tilak's estimate as to the comparative 
value of the provisions of the proposed scheme in 
regard to the .upreme and local Governments. It 
holds that the 'reforms' in provincial Governments 
are reactionary and those in the centra\" Govern
ment insubstantial. The conclusion, however, 
remains the same, viz., that the proposals must not 
be reteeted. The Moderates do not make any such 
general proposition as Mr. Tilak does, but they 
limit their acceptance only to what they knowto be 
a fairly good scheme of reforms. While the superior 
t,.ctic, which are said to consist in pretending to 
reject while desiring to accept are given over by 
Mr. Tilak, he makes his position fairly ridiculous 
by maintaining with unsuspected energy that the 
reforms scheme which is not like the curate's egg 
good in parts but wholly bad, co~ceding nothing 
but taking away something, must still b" taken 
and made the most of, our own part being only 
to ,,"sk for more which the Government may grant 
or refu.e at discretion. Even.the Extremists will 
be constrained to admit that this position ill 
aeclIrd, with one's idea of seif·respect. 

* * *. 
IN an,wer to the Muhr{lt/a's comments on the 

article lin Mr. Tilak's representation to the Peace 
Conference contributed by him to the last issue of 
this paper, the "Critic" writes: The Mahratta puts 
in a defence of Mr. Tilak on the ground that, being 
the spokesman of the Congress, he could not ask 
for anything bigger than certain extensions in the 
M.·C .• cheme, and that this is the extent of India's 
self-determination, as decided by the Congress. 
The objections which I have urged against this 
position in my article remain anll the Mahralta 
has made no attempt to answer them. But my 
principal ground of oomplaint against the repre-

sentation is that it is so very indecisive. Since 
the Mahralta contends that Mr. Tilak does not 
want the official scheme thrown overboard, we will 
accept its word, as indicating Mr. TUak's inten
tion, but there is nothing in the representation 
from which we can infallibly draw that inference. 
What is asked for is a declar&tion that India is 
entitled to determine her form of government like 
other countries to which the principle is applied 
and the enforcement. of this declaration. This 
demand is much more comprehensive, but it is so 
weakly put forward that it courts a prompt refu
sal. Perhaps Mr. Tilak means by self-determina· 
tion, as the Mahratta remarks, only certain improve· 
ments in the M.-C. scheme, although he ~uses 
words which have a wider reach. This is mere 
toying with self-determination, and risking the re
alization of our hopes, as Mr. Vijiaraghavaohariar 
showed, for no countervailing advantage. 

• * • 
MUCH play is being made in Nationalist cir

cles of certain observations made by Mr. Srinivasa 
Sastri in opposing the Rowlatt Bill on its introduc· 
tion. Mr. Sastri said: . 

Tbe possession in the banda of the executive of powers 
of tbis drastic nature will not hurt only the wicked. It 
will burt the good as well as the bad, and there will be 
such a lowering of public 8[)irit, there will be such a lower· 
ing oftbe polit:cal tone in the country. that all your talk 
of respcn~ible aOvernm&Flt Wi1l).;8 mere [Qockery. You 
may enlarge lour councils, yOll may GeTise wide electo
rates. but the men tha", will then fill your councils will be 
toadies, timid men, and tho bureaucracy. armed with these 
repressive powers, will reign unchecked under the out· 
ward forms of a democratic government. 

The last sentences in the above quotation are' 
thought to conflict with his later utterances in 
which he emphasised the urgency and importance 
of reforms. The inconsistency, detected herein, 
is, however, only superficial. We had hoped 
that this obvious fact would be realised after a 
time. This does not seem to be the case, and it is 
best to give the answer. It is already given, though 
in another context, in Mr. Sastr;'s speech in the 
last stage of the discussion on this bill. He re· 
marked: 

We have been accus3d of exaggerating the harmful 
effects of the bill. I beg }('a\"e to state that as tlie bill 
came to us originally we we!"e fully justified in expressing 
the alarms that were felt abroad, and it was only when in 
Select Committee WI! bad persuaded\he official members 
to put into the preamble and into the various sections 
some. words clearly indioating tho) limited scope of the 
measure that the claim of the Hou'ble t.he Home Member 
to have effectually answered this· criticism came- to be 
partially fulfilled. 

The wide-reaching powers proposed to be conferred 
on the executive in the original bill made practi
cally all political life impossible, and although re
lief offered in this respect is not as oomplete as onQ 
would have wished it will be stlen that it makes a 
substantial difference in the position and must in
volve a corresponding change in our outlook on 
reforms. 

* "* * 
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THE PEACE TERMS. to Germany or Denmark, the Rhine provinces are 
to be occupied for fifteen years as a securi ty for 

THE long-awaited peace terms are out at last, and the fulfilment of the terms of the treaty, the ini-, 
though only a summary has been received in quitous Peace of Brest and other similar under
India, it shows that the desperate game which standings with Roumania, &c., are to be annulled, 
Germany began in August, 1914, has been com- a large indemnity is to be paid during the course 
pleteli lost by her. Nobody is like~y to sym~at~ise of the next gll'lleration, ·the German army is to be, 
with her in the sorry .plight of vIrtual extmctlon limited to a hundred thousand long 'term men with 
as a great Power in which she finds herself. Apart no conscription, her navy is to be, practically ex
altogether, from moral considerations, the only tinguished, her merchant shippiDg is to be vety . 
j',stificatioD for her gigaDtic undertakiDg from materially reduced and the rest given up to the 
her own point of view would have been sucoess; victors to make up for their losses. ,These and 
this she did not achieve though at one stage in the other terms ought to make Germany realise to the 
long struggle she oame very near it, in faot too full the complete significance of Vue Vic.tisl 
near for us to COD template the possibility with which she would herself have impressed OD her 
equaDimity. It was altogether a grievous !Dis- eDemies if she had been the victor, in spite of 
calculation of the larger faotors involved, though in the fact that she was saved.a military Sedan by, 
the estimate of the smaller material faotors she was PresideDt Wilson giving her the armistice only a 
wonderfully correct. She did not expeot that the fortnight before Marshal Fooh was ready with 
whole might of tke British Empire with the whole" his big scheme of advance through Lorraine. It 
hearted co-operation of her dominions and colonies is natural for everybody to feel a sneaking sym
would be thrown against her in the beginning of pathy for the under-dog, but in this case sympa
the struggle as a consequence of the violation of thy will be completely wasted, for if Germany had 
Belgian neutrality, she miscalculated by a few, won we know what had awaited the whole world 
days the possible leDgth of Belgian resistance, from the writings of her then popular writers 
she did not count upon the splendid powers of re- like Bernhardi. She played for world dominion 
cuperation of the gallant French DatioD, she risk- or dowDfall, aDd it was her misfortune that she 
ed the interveDtion of America and Italy as of less got only the latter. ,Those who waDtoDly play 
importance than the immediate military and naval for such high stakes certainly deserve no sympa
advantage to be derived ,from' unrestricted sub- thy on 10siDg. 
mariDism, aDd above all she felt sure of finish- In spite of her crimes of the last sixty years, 
ing the war before the full results of the crushingsiDce the time when under the guidaDce of Bis
Daval superiority could make themselves felt. mark she successively crushed Denmark, Austria 
A. a result of all these miscalculatioDs she will aDd France. the world cannot forget the important 
now for many years be reduced to a fourth-rate part played by Germany as a great, civilising 
Power by the Peace cODditions which have been nation. Will she continue to do ,so after her 
dictated to her, so weak that she can hardly resist virtual extinction as a political Power? History 
the military might of Demark or Holland. The is of no help, for whil,e Greece's contribution 
crushiDg financial burden which has beeD imposed to civilisation ceased with her political /P.'eat
upon her in order to make proper reparation fOr ness, the. political downfall of France after the war 
the wrongs she committed upon Belgium and of 1870 only made her greater. We believe that 
Fran~e and for the outrageous manner in which Germany will also once again regain her moral 
she conducted the war will oripple her for the and intellectual influence in the world. In fact 
next fifty years, aDd ODe seriously doubts whether most of the great GermaDs-Goethe and Schiller, 
she will ever be able to raise her head agaiD. Leibnitz aDd Kant, Humbolt and Gauss, Beetho-' 

It is needless to go into the detailed condi- ven aDd Mendelsohn-were all the product of a 
tion., for they canscarcoly be recapitulated within Germany that was not eveD a political entity. 
the limit of a few seDtences. Suffice it to say that al- There is no, reason why history may Dot repeat 
most every claim that was urged agaiDst her by aDY itself and why the soul of Germany now convinced 
of the EnteDte Powers has been allowed. France of the futility of aspiriDg after dominaDt Welt
has been giveD back the much coveted Alsace and macht should not CODcentrate UPOD itself and make 
Lorraine aDd valuable cODcessioDs in the Saar oontribution to civilisation as great as in the olden 
BasiD. the proviDces that were filched from PolaDd days. The mighty militarism that GermaDY did 
a hUDdred aDd fifty years ago are to be restored to so much to rear may in later ages appear as a bad 
a resuscitated Poland, Danzig is to be made a dream out of which the world awoke as the result 
free port, Silesia aloDg with other provinoes is to of she great war, 
be oonstituted itto Czeoho-Slovakia. East Prus- What ohance is there of the world becoming 
sia i. to be altogether out off from main Germany finally a safe place for democracy aDd representa
though still remaining .. part of GermaDY, all over- tive institutioDs, for science aDd iDtellectual aDd 
seas colonies, possessioDs aDd concessioDS are to moral advancement? The men who have been for 
be given up, the Kiel Canal is to be opeDed to all the last six months engaged in drafting the lines 
nati"ns and demilitariseU, Schleswig-Holstein Is to of the fiDal settlement after the war have also made 
dotermiDe hy a plebisoite whether it is to belong rules for the League of Nation~. Are they such as 

" 

, 

, ; 
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would bear actual trial? Will Britain, France, 
United States, Italy.and Ja.pan be always willing 
to work together for the common good? For on 
their co-operation alone does the final settiemellt 
depend. Already unpleasant hints are being 
thrown out. Italy ~eoeded at least for a time on 
the question of Fiume; Japan wanted a final de
claration on the equality of the races; Marshal 
Foch wants for France firmer guarantees for safety 
on the left bank of the Rhine; the United States 
asked for and obtained the exclusion of the Monroe 
doctrine from the purview of the League; Britain 
must have secured the non-application of the prin
ciple of self-determination to':Ireland, Egypt and 
India though this does not appear to have been a 
public demand and can only be inferred. The 
League can only be a workable arrangement if all 
the nations involved in it work in the proper spirit; 
otherwise it can only become the instrument for a 
glorified partition of German and Turkish empires. 
It is even possible that one astute nation can work 
the silently discordant forces in the League in such 
a manner that ere long the world might see a war 
even greater than the last. There are latent possi
bilities of such a catastrophe; but for the moment 
one can only hope for the best. 

A NOTE;ON THE INDIAN CRIMINAL LAW 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1919. 

IN accordance with the recommendation of the 
Select Committee, the consideration of this Bill 
has been deferred. It has been republished and 
public criticism invited on it. It will be my en
deavour to submit a few remarks on its important 
provisions. 

Clause 2 of the Bill empowers the District 
Magistrate or the Chief Presidency Magistrate to 
order .. preliminary enquiry in the case of any 
offence mentioned' in section 196 or 196A of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. These sections refer 
to offences, the prosecution with respect to which 
can only be instituted upon complaint by or under 
the authority of Government. These offences are 
mostly offences against the State, or against the 
public tranquillity, such as promotion of enmity. or 
hatred between different classes. Under the exist
ing law, prosecution follows as a matter of Course 
on the presentation of a duly authorised complaint. 
The clause permit, :t preliminary; enquiry by a 
police officer in':'all the,e cases. It has been sug
pested in the minute of dissent attached:~to the 
report of the Select Committee that the enquiry 
should be by an officer not below the rank of a 
Deputy Superintendent, whereas the Bill permits 
it to be conducted hy an officer not below the rank 
of an Inspector. I do not think an accused per
son is likely to be injuriously affected if the!in
vestigation is conducted by an Inspector. These 
officer" are now, as a result of the ~reorganization 
of the police in accordance with the report of! the 
Polioe Commission, drawn from a better ·class of 
Jleople than what used .to be the case before, and 

they are generally men of education with a due 
sense of duty. Moreover, the preliminary enquiry 
is intended as a help to the Magistrate and is not 
of such vital importance that it must be conducted 
by an officer not below the rank of a Deputy Super
intendent. The number of these officers is com
paratively limited, and it may cause administra
tive inconvenience to restrict the field of seleotion, 
as suggested in the note of dissent. I do not say 
that this consideration should weigh ag"inst the 
paramount dltty of safeguarding the interest of the 
accused. But there is not much room for intro
duction of prejudicial matters during the trial, be
cause the preliminary enquiry is conducted by an 
officer of the rank of an Inspector. Further, such 
enquiry must necessarily be under the supervision 
of the Magistrate ordering it, and it will always be 
open to the accused to seek redress from him if 
anything is being done which is likely to handi
cap him in his defence hereafter. So far as the 
main provision goes, it will be to the advantage of 
the accused to have a preliminary enquiry which 
may sometimes lead to the abandonment of the 
prosecution, for at present the Government order 
is passed entirely on information gathered behind 
the back of the accused. To limit the field of 
choice in the manner snggested may result in such 
enquiry being sparinglY ordered and the advan
tage to the accused from the proposed law will thus 
be often lost. 

Clause 3.-As would appear from th~ debate in 
council, this clause is liable to be misunderstood. 
It is clearly intended to apply to cases where an 
accused person, having received a pardon under 
section 337, Criminal Procedure Code, has bound 
himself to give evidence as a witness on oath. My 
remarks are made on the assumption that this is 
the right interpretation of the clause. The effect 
of section 343 of the Criminal Prodedure Code, 
read with certain provisions of the Evidence Act, 
is to render inadmissible in evidence statement 
of an accused person made under the influence of 
a promise of temporal advantage. The clause 
relaxes what may be called a too rigid interpreta

. tion of the law by explaining that a promise of 
protection to an accused person. against criminal 
force or any promise properly and reasonably inci
dental to a promise of such protection, shall not 
amount to influence within the meaning of the 
above provisions of law. One of the findings 
of fact of the Rowlatt Committee is that co
conspirators. who offered to give evidence as 
approvers against their confederates in trials for 
anarchical offences, were. terrorised into silence by 
threats of criminal force. In some cases, those 
who offered to give or gave evidence weI'e murder
ed. I may state here in passing thlt the findings 
on pure matters of fact of the Committee were 
generally accepted by the non-official members 
during the debates on this and the sister Bill. It 
thus became necessary to make it clear by an 
addition to the existing law that a promise of pro
tection against oriminal force would not amount to 
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coin. It has also been held in several decisions 
that where a per,ou is being tried for an offence 
under section 124 A, h is intention may be inferred 
from the particular speech or writing for which he 
is under trial, or it may be proved from that 
speech or writing considered in conjunction with 
what he has said or published on other occasions. 
This seems to satisfy all reasonable requirements 
in such cases. Whether section 14 does not also 
suffice in the case of other offences referred to in 
Chapter VI. of the Penal Code, I need not discuss. 
If it is thought that the matter should be placed 
beyond doubt by the enactment of a special law in 
this behalf, I have nothing to say. .But I see no 
need for any such legislation in simple sedition 
cases under Section 124 A. The reference in the 
Rowlatt Report to this subject is very brief. It 
says that in all cases where there is a question of 
"seditious intent," evidence of previous convic
tion should be admissible. It· is, however, added 
that the expression" seditious crime" should be 
accurately defined. The existing law bearing on 
the subject is not at all discussed. As regards 
evidence of association with convicted persons, 
it is not understood how it can be relevant in a 
case under seotion 124 A unconnected with any 
anarchical or revolutionary crime. In my opinion, 
such evidence should not be admissible in pure 
sedition cases. To let it in is to create a prejudice 
against the accused. He should be judged by an 
nnprejudiced examination and interpretation of 
his own words or writings with respeot to which 
he is tried with the help of such words and writ
ings as may be admissible under section 14 of the 
Evidence Aot but nothing beyond this. 

As regards revolutionary I<nd anarchical cri
mes intended to subvert the Government, they are 
generally not isolated aois· of individuals, but 
part of an organised combination or conspiracy' 
and on the trial of such offences, association with 
persons already convicted of such offences may 
without any unfairness be allowed to he proved. 

influence such as would vitiate the testimony of an 
accomplice. The clause attempts to do this and so 
far as it applies to anarchicail'rimes, I venture to 
think that no reasonable objection can be taken to 
it. Its effect is not so much to introduce a new 
principle of law as to make it clear. that the posi
tion of an accused person who has agreed to give 
evidenc .. shall not suffer, because he has offered to 
make a full and true disclosure of facts within 'his 
knowledge relating to the case under enquiry or 
trial. He is clearly entitled to all reasonable 
protection from the revengeful actions of his 
confederates and their friends. Public interests 
clearly demand that he should have this protec
tion. It is, however, apprehended that the law 
here laid down may be used to the prejudice of a 
person tried for an offence under Section 124 A 
of the Penal Code. But this cannot ordinarily 
happen. For an offence under this section is not 
exclu8ively triable by the Court of Session or the 
High Court. And under section 337, Criminal Pro
cedure Code, it is only in the case of an offence so 
triable that an accomplice can be made a witness 
by grant of pardon. But it may so happen that an 
accomplice may never be placed before a magis
trate and thus made an accused or he may be se
parately complained against and tried. In such a 
case, section 337 could be circumvented, and he 
may be made a witness without any pardon being 
granted thereunder, and in a case not triable ex
clusively by the Sessions Court or the High' Court. 
This contingency should be met. The consi dera
tions which have led to the introduction of this 
clause have no application to an ordinary case of 
sedition. The recommendation of the Rowlatt 
Committee in this respect is intended to apply to 
trial of persons charged with some anarchical or 
revolutionary crime and not to trial of ordinary 
sedition cases. unconnected with any such crime. 
In fact, the clause as drafted is of general applic 
cation, but ncthing was said during the debate to 
justify this general expansion of the scope of the 
law in this mli.tter. If it be said that it is no ex
pansion of the existing law, then the clause is 
superfluous and there is no need to have it. 

Clause 0.-1 am unable to support the inclusion 
of an offence under .ection 124A within the scope 
of this clause. This legislation is entirely based 
on the Rowlatt Committee'. report. It no doubt 
reoommends that the principle of section 565 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, which provides 
for an order requiring notifioation of residence 
after release in the case of persons convicted a 
seoond time for certain offences, should be extend
ed to pereons convicted of offence. under Chapter 
VI. of the Penal Code. But as the report shows, 
the enquiry upon which tbe recommendations' re~ 
gardina legislation were based was confined tG. 
criminal conspiracies connected with revolution
ary movements and had nothing to do with offen
ces under section 124 A wholly unconnected with_ 
such movements. 

Clause .I.-The clause lets in evidence of pe~
sons convicted of an offence under chapter VI. of 
the Penal Code ( offences agaist the State) for th. 
purpose of proving criminal intention on the trial 
of any such offence. It similarly allows evidence 
to be given of association with persons convicted 
of any offence under that Chapter during any such 
trial. So far as anarchioal crimes are ooncerned, 
that is to say, offenoes under any of the sections 
of Chapter VI. 8l[cept Section 124 A, I have no
thing to say against the underlying prinCiple of the 
clause. Section 14 'i the Evidence Act already 
allows facts including previous convictions to be 
proved shOWing lhe existence of any state of mind 
when the existence of any such state of mind is i~ . . 
ISsue at the trial. The most common cases of this 
oharacter are oases where a person is accused of 
reoeiving stolen property or passing counterfeit 

Generally, I add that it is right and proper 
that the law should be strengthened where the 
need for such strengthening has be~n established 
by past experienoe in the case of revolutionary 
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and anarchical offences directed to subvert the 
Government. But it has not been shown that the 
existing law has broken down in the case of pure
ly political offences coming under section 124A of 
the Penal Code, and in the absence of any such 
proof, the application of the provisions of the Bill 
to such offences cannot be supported. 

There is one' technical defect in the Bill in its 
present amended form referred to by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Patel during the course of the debate in Coun
cil, to which attention may be drawn. In its pre
sent shape, it does not amend the Indian Penal 
Code in any respect. All reference to this Code 
in the description and preamble should, therefore, 
be deleted. 

B. K. BOSE. 

THE REFORM SCHEME.-V. 
IMPEEIAL BUDGET. 

IN the case of the budget procedure, however, 
the M.-C. Report leaves matters just as they are. 
There is not the slightest advance towards popular 
government. The Assembly is precluded from vot_ 
ing the budget. It will be a silent listener. It 
can only pass resolutions which have no legal 
efficacy. This is very unsatisfactory. As the 
Hon. Mr. Sastri says in one of his brochure., 
" The power of regulating policy and making laws 
will be illusory unless it be accompained by the 
power to dispose of the material resources of the 
State." A little further on, after mentioning the 
various disabilities of the council in fiscal matters, 
he says " ... these have rendered the discussion 
of the budget a solemn waste of time and vexation 
of spirit." 

In this respect the Congress-League scheme pro
posal is decidedly more in consonance with the 
spirit of the time's without being revolutionary in 
character. According to this, all financial propo
sals must be embodied in bills and all such bills 
must be submitted for the vote of the Assembly, 
barring certain specified heads like the military 
charges. If it is apprehended that the Assembly 
may not pass items of expenditure vitally neces
sary to secure good administration, the remedy 
would have been to • certify' certain allotments as 
absolutely indispensable. But to debar the Assem
bly from having any say in the matter of the fisc~l 
resources of the State, and their disposal is hardly 
even a preparation for responsible government. 
It is no wonder, tberefore, that this part of the Report 
has been handled very severely both by ~adical 
politicians and Moderate politicians. It is to 
be hoped that this part of the scheme will be 
largely modified in its final form. 

The failure to grant fiscal autonomy to India 
has another sinister aspect. It means a perpe
tuation of the regime of free trade with consequent 
economic dependence of this country on England. 
Similarly, the development of the resources of the 
country will be left to the good sense and good 
conscience of the Government of India, which may I 

not shake itself free from the interested advice of 
British manufacturers. In currency matters our 
fate would be determined by a handful of bankers 
in London, as during the last twenty years. Now, 
under these conditions there is no guarantee that 
India's needs will receive prompt consideration. 

NO ELEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY. 
It is clear that the Government of India is 

not prepared to transfer any of its powers to the 
popular element in the legislature. Barring the . 
increase of the number of the members of the su
preme council and barring their participation in 
normal legislation, there is nothing to induce us to 
regard the constitution of the Government of 
India as partaking of responsible government. 

One justification offered by the supporters of 
the scheme is that pending the time that the popu
larised provincial Governments are acquiring 
experience and trying new paths, it is necessary 
to have a strong controlling agenoy which might 
check their vag,..ries and delay hasty Or reaction
ary legislation. If both the provincial Govern
ments as well as the Government of India were 
popularised simultaneously, like constitutions 
would breed like mistakes and there would be 
nothing to check a headlong career of wild and 
rash legislation eKcept the veto of the Secretary 
of State. It is f<orth while examining this plea 
at some length. 

In the first place, to suppose that provincial 
Governments with the majority of elected member, 
are sure to run amok is an insolt to the good sense 
and general intelligence of the councillors. I do not 
think any such catastrophe need be feared. But 
without going the length of supposing that the 
new provincial councils will be intemperate, ob
structive and ultra-radical, we hav.e to think of 
the possibility of sectional legislation, legislation 
based upon fads, legislation good in intention but 
utopian, and legislation of a socialistic charac
ter. Now against such legislation there is no 
check on the lower rung of the ladder except the 
veto of the Governor. If the Governor-General in 
Council is powerless to veto such legislation or if 
a popularised Government of India were itself to 
endorse such legislation, the result would be such 
as to cause disappointment as well as anxiety. 

It appears so far .that the Government of India 
needs to be so constituted as to be free from the 
faults which are eKpected to appear in a democrati
sed provincial Government. It Qught to be compact, 
more autocratic than provincial Governments and 
strong enough to exercise a oomplete and unques
tioned authority over the provincial Governments. 
The central fact of the Indian political life is the 
responsibility of the Government of iIndia to Par
liament; and unless and unW this is either abro
gated or modified it will be diffioult to divest it of 
its official and consequeutly autocratic character. 
However unpalatable this trnth may be tp many, 
to my mind it is a truth which cannot be ignored. 
This condition of things has been brought about 
by the peouliar circumstances of India iD the past , 
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and we can no more shake it off than we can deny State will cease to control the administration to 
. our parentage. that extent. It is also proposed to give a wider 

As in India the oonstitution is the gift of a discretion to the Government of India in order to· 
n.onaroh to the people and not the gift of the economise references to the Home authorities. 
people by an assembly of their own choice, the Similarly, greater liberty will in future be given to 
oomparison of India to a modern federal State provincial Governments divesting the Govern
i. misleading. The constituent parts in India ment of India of control in specified matters 
are not and were not in the past independent States, aocording to rules sanctioned by Parliament.· All 
but were themselves created by administrative fiat this is in consonance with the principle of decen
for purposes of convenience. Hence arises the fact tralization which it appears has been now 
that the Government of India is not the Govern- thoroughly appreciated. Centralization had been 
ment of a compound State but is the Government of in the past a great obstacle to reform and had been 
a single monarchical State. Whatever may he, the prJncipal cause why the whole machinery of 
therefore, the extent of delegation to the provincial government was moving slowly. 
Governments, the Government of India remains pri- The idea of the Congress-League scheme to 
marily responsible for the administration of the abolish the In~ia Office is not very happy. The dis
whole country as a single unit. Its undisputed satisfaction with the India Office in the past was 
supremacy, therefore, is an essential condition of due to the inefficienoy of the Council and the 
any constitution that is adopted. languidness which it displayed. For, a decade Or 

The issue, therefore, between M.-C. scheme and so it looked as if the India Office was a retiring· 
the Congress-League soheme is whether the Gov- place of rest for the ex's in India. Sir George 
ernment of India as constituted in the latter is a Chesney's picture of the working of the council is 
strong exeoutive Government of the type ~that we familiar to most of the readers. But the remedy 
have desoribed above. The supporters of the latter is not to abolish the council, but to take steps that 
soheme answer the question in:;'the ~affirmative, the personnel of the council is properly constitut
while the signatories of the Report answer it in ed and the procedure of the council is improved. 
the negative. The words of the Report are decisive It is a trite saying that the Secretary of State 

. on this point: .. We have carried the advance is an amateur politician just like other English 
right up to the line beyond which our principles Cabinet ministers. In the words of Sidney Low: 
forbid us to go." In other words, with an enlarged .. But an English Cabinet is a group af political 
responsibility offered to the elected members of the leaders, not a body of persons trained to adminis
Assembly, the Government of India would in their tration. They have risen to prominence by the 
opinion be disabled from performing its essential arts of the platform, the senate or the salon; and 
functions and from preserving the energy and they are not selected as a rule for high office be
e"herence of administrative action essential to the cause of any special knowledge or understanding 
central organ of a unitary State. of the important departmental work they are ap-

But when all is said aud done, it has to be ad- pointed to controL ... But they are seldom experts 
mitted that complete freedom in internal govern- in a business to which they bring no more than 
ment in In.dia and a training in responsible gov- a general knowledge of affairs .... The Empire of 
.. rument are not attainable unless in the Government India with its clash of races and religions, its 
of India the elected representatives of the people feudatory princes and its two hundred and fifty 
have got a larger scope in the determination of the dusky oriental millions may be represented by a 
polioy of the State. To put off this 'demand by Nonconformist solioitor." (" The Governance 
saying, "nehli is yet far off, " may be good poetry, of England," pp. 134-135.) Under these circum
but bad politics. If, therefore, the statesmen in stanoes he ought not to be left without the advice 
England are not prepared to go an inch further II of experts who know India firsthand. 
then what they have done they will at least take If, however, it is admitted that the Secretary of 
to heart the spirit of the following remarks in the State's interference is an anachronism when the 
body of the report itself. .. We seek to reserve council gO'iernment is set on its legs in India, we 
to the deoision of the Counoil of State ooly those can and ought to reduce the number of members 
measures which it must have power to carry in from ten or fourteen to about six or seven of which 
the dischal'ge of its continuing responsibility for three should neoessarily be Indian. Two of these 
the good government, &c., .. ,torestrictthe!offioial or at least on& of these three members might be 
bloc to tlte leasl frequent activity that is compatible eleoted by the non-offioial members of all the 
with the guiding principle, ... to confine the use of legislative oounoils of India, as was suggested in 
of the 8peciul macMnery of autooracy to e88ential Lord Crew's abortive bill. The suggestion given 
oases." Let .. hope that give and take and a in the Report about amalgamating the Indian Civil 
spirit of oompromise will supply the plaoe of Service and the India Offioe is also valuable and 
written stipUlations. ought to be acted on. This will place in the India 

THE INDIA OFFIOE. Offioe more men who have obtained firsthand ex-
Coming to the India Offioe, it is proposed that perience of administrative routine in India. 

when oertain funotions have been transferred to The appeal contained in the Report for a more 
.. epresentative bodies in India, the Seoretary of intelligent and sustained interest in Indian 



• 

176 THE SERVANT OF INDIA. ( MAY 15, 1919. 

affairs and greater practical sympathy at the hands 
of Parliament is significant of the new trend of 

. thought. The discussion of the Indian budget in 
England has long been a by-word of scorn. We 
feel assured that this appeal would not be address
ed to deaf ears. The periodic Commissions ap
pointed tlf review the political progress of India, 
the placing of the Secretary of State's salary on 
the British estim~tes and the appointment of a 
Select Committee on Indian affairs are all agen
cies calculated to rouse and then sustain the 
interest of Parliament in Indian affairs. British 
publicists who are never tired of referring. with 
pride to the 'brightest jewel in the British diadem' 
ought to remember the adage, 'N,oble88P oblige.' 
Leaving the administration of India to the idio
syncracies of individual Secretaries of State has 
been a source of endless mischief in the past. We 
cannot help admiring the boldness with which the 
signatories of the Report have put forward their 
suggestions with regard to the Home Government, 
in many respects the most vital part of the whole 
machinery of the government of India. The 
courage with which they ha-ve thrown to the winds 
the orthodox ideas on t'his ebject most of which 
are worn theadbare, is deserving of the highest 
praise. 

There is not the least doubt that when the 
Government of India is freed from excessive in
terference of the Home Government, it Can plunge 
boldly into new legislation of a bocial kind, spend 
money without the delay involved in the pre
sent system and be more and more responsive to 
influences from below instead of simply receiving 
their cue from the powers above. 

To-day it is stagnant almost beyond descrip
tion. Its hands are tied down by codes and re
gulations of various sorts, and its liberty of action 
is curtailed in various ways. It cannot undertake 
political legislation for fear of offending English
men at home; it oannot dabble in social legisla
tion for fear of offending the people; it cannot 
launch on schemes of economic reform for fear of 
offending the manufacturer in England and on 
aocount of being circumsoribed with the ring-fence 
of free trade. And so forth we might as well 
have a decalogue of' thou shalt not's. All this will 
go, and we shall have a Government of India free 
to move in various directions in response to the 
considered opinion of the representatives of the 
people. 

V. N. GODBOLE. 

A LETTER FROM LONDON. 
:( FROM. OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 

LONDON, APRIL 17. 

MR, DEV ADHAR'S RETURN. 

By the next mail Mr. G. K. Devadhar is returning 
to India, after six months of most useful inquiry 
into social and economic conditions in this and 
other countries. He has made it his business to 
see what this country could teach his own, that 

was good. For that purpose he has travelled, so 
far as circumstances permitted, to Scotland and 
Ireland, and has even paid a brief visit tu Deumark, 
in order to study at first hand some llf the most 
successful experiments in co-operative credit 
societies connected with the development of agri
culture. He has made up his mind that there is a. 
great deal of organizing methods and results that 
can profitably be applied to Indian conditions, and 
with a view to establishing his knowledge on a 
firmer basis, he has made a point or" interviewing 
experts on the various subjects that vitally interest 
him. Everywhere he has made the be.t of impre s
sions as an earnest, ardent, and modest patriot, 
with well-balanced views, and his kindliness and 
genuine enthusiasm for the many features of 'Ves
tern life that tend towards human welfare. He 
does not lose heart bec:ause of the difficulties lib
herent in his own problems or the enormous dif
ferences between social and economic conditions 
here and in India. But he has been bravely per
sistent in finding out whatever is helpful and con
structive, with a view to placing' all the infol'ma
tion that he has been able to acquire after a good, 
deal of research undertaken at great expenditure 
of energy, at the service of his· Motherland. 

This week he had his reward in the forma
tion of a Committee in L0ndon, which later on will 
probably have branches or representatives in other 
English towns, with a view to give support to the 
objects of the Poona Seva Sadan, which has done so 
much valuable work f!)rthe promotion of the welfare 
of Indian women. The Presidsnt of the new Com
mittee is Lord Reay, and among its Vice-Presidents 
are Mrs. Fawcett, who presided at Monday's in
augural meQting, and must have been much flatter
ed at all the appreciative things that one speaker 
after '. another said of her, the Aga Khan, Lord 
Carmichael and Lady Ratan Tata. Sir Mancherji 
Bhownaggree is another. Among the members of 
the Committee are Lady Carlyle (wife of Sir Robert 
Carlyle), and Lady Sydenahm. The Honorary 
Secretaries are Miss Annie Smith, Mrs. Polak, and 
Mr. K. V. Mavlankar, a well-known Indian mer
chant here. Mr. A. S. M. Anik is the Treasurer. 
One ofthefirst objects of the Committeeistohelp the 
Seva Sadan to send here one or more Indian train
ed nurses to undergo training in "post-graduate" 
nursing, to study methods relating to the work of 
the lady almoner's department attached to the big 
London hospitals, and the work of district and 
parish nurses. When Mr. Devadhar arrives, I can 
see a rush being made for his services as a lecturer. 
on some of the many subjects in which he hopes to 
interest his compatriots, and you know, even better 
than we here, what an enthusiastic propagandist 
he is. All being well, this should pot be his last 
visit to this countl·Y. 

THE DISTURBANCES. 
The latest news from India is very gloomy. 

The disturbances have :not been altogether unex
pected. Unrest of one kind or another has been 
prevalent there for some time, and it j,; most 
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unfortunate that, instead of giTing pent-up feeling 
"a healthy outlet by proce.lding as rapidly as pos
sible with the reforms, the Government should 
have given the impression, not merely-that tbey 
were sympathetic to attempts to prevent"or whittle 
them down, but tbat they were determined to defy 
popular opinion in regard to the Rowlatt Bille. 
A legitimate outlet for energy having been thus 
denied, what more natural than that an illegiti
mate one should have been sought? Mr. Gandhi, 
I am perfectly sure, must be as horrified as most at 
the shocking scenes that have occurred in Tarious 
parts of the country. But, having regard to the 
previous history of the case, one is compelled to 
declare, with all possible emphasis, that, as in 
Egypt, it is the Government's own mistakes that 
have been responsible for these tragic happenings. 
Had India been England, and had the Vioeroy 
been Mr. Lloyd George, he would have hurried to 
the centre of things, have taken control of the 
situation personally, and have arranged a settle
ment that would have redounded to the credit of 
the administration and of the opponents of its 
methods. 

Under a bureaucracy, anytbing may happen. 
It is occasionally possible that it may do the 
right thing of its own initiative; but that is 
almost to expect the impossible. As a rule, tbe 
bureaucracy is blind to signs and symbols, it 
turns a deaf ear to protests, it disregards portents, 
and it winds up by olenching its teeth and fighting 
for its life. Having set up an altar to the great 
god Prestige, it worships regularly, continuously, 
and with loud cries"at the shrine, offers up burnt 

, offerings-the news comes that bombs have been 
. employed to disperse the mobs-and after the most 
Infernal tomtomings to its divinity, someone comes 
along to tell it that, after all, it has made a bloody 
mess of a somewhat simple business, and that it 
had better do what it swore at first it would not do. 

"Then for the time it puts away its god-ready for 
use ou some other appropriate occasion-and puts 

" on sackcloth and ashes in mourning over its de
feated ambitions. In Egypt they have begun to 

~ .ee reason. The obstinacy of the bureauoracy 
there has been broken by the tact and good sense 
of General Allenby. Is there no Allenby that can 

I'prevent disaster in India before it is too late ? Who 
I'is going to be recalled for this wretched mess? I 
i am more than doubtful whether Mr. Monthgu has 
f more than a nominal responsibility for it. He 
i must be appalled at the stupidity and recklessness 
i of those who have, secretly and openly, endea
i voured to wreck his proposals to seoure the oonfiI denoe and goodwill of the Indian leaders aJld the 
fInd ian people. In the long run, you may be assured, 
I I think, that Mr. Lloyd George will stand:::by 
Ihis sturdy lieutenant against the re~ctionaries:~in 
his OWIl ranks who will wish to utilise these' un
.fortunate happenings" to disoredit the reform 

roposals, and eit,her postpone their oonsideration 
r urge the adoption of still further mea8ures'~of 

repression. .. 

Ireland is to-day all but irreooncilable. 
Egypt is in a ferment, from, whioh anything may 
emerge. And how will India come out of the 
present troubles? What must Europe and America 
think of ~he British failure to oonchiat" three 
victims of a ridiculous and outworn Imperialist 
system? The continental peoples and the Ameri
cans will not be able to realise that Indians of 
responsibility would like to be on Britain'. side 
in all the matters in which she is involved among 
the pations of the world. They wOhld like to 00-

operate upon eqnal terms. But what are they to 
do when, in effect, they are told that they aTe not 
really trusted, that their protests must remain un
heeded beoause the rulers know so much more than 
the people? How oan they co-operate? What 
more natural than that they should be compelled 
to stand aside and say to the rulers:' Having sown 
the wind, you must now reap the whirlwind? It 
is absurd that, just when there were signs of 
better times and a gr~ater mutual understal1ding, 
your blind bureaucracy should have poured oil 
on the flames, instead of helping to put them out 
by expressing sympllothetic appreciation of India's 
aspirations so strongly stimulated during the war. 
But these are the ways of the bureaucracy. In a 
way, perhaps, it is as we!.l that these things should 
be known to people here. Omelettes cannot be 
made without breaking eggs. Perhaps the few 
eggs that will be broken to make this omelette will 
awaken the British people to the need of leaving 
to Indians themselves, in the highest possible 
degree, the management of their own affairs. 

DISCUSSION IN PARLIAMENT. 
The present situation in India is, it is hoped 

to be the subject of discussion in the House of 
Commons after the Easter recess, and the Labour 
members are certain to take the matter up witb 
their usual earnestness. A good deal of strong 
language may be expeoted and a good deal of ner
vouaness displayed. The Times is" already feel
ing very shaky., Its recently-found oourage to in
insist upon reform in spite ef a few odd riots in 
India is rapidly oozing out of the pores of its edi
torial. columns. But the Manchester Guardian 
and the Westminster Gazette are firm in adjur
ing the British people that it is their bounden duty 
to take warning by the signs of the times, and push 
forward the reforms before it is too late to satisfy 
India with what is already proposed. If not, they 
oonour, tbere will be as few Moderates left in India 
as there are snakes in Ioeland. 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CHARTER. 
In my last letter, I wrote of the attitude of 

Japan towards the international Labour proposals. 
Her opposition has horne fru it and is more sucoess
ful than her attempt to seoure the inolusion of a 
clause in the government ofthe League of Nations, 
providing for the removal of raoial barriers be
tween the nations. She argued that conditions 
of Labour in the East were so entirely different 
from those of the West, and that industry was still 
eo liUle developed in Eastern oountries as com-
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Pl"'ed with Europe and Ameriea, that any attempt 
te impose upon them binding covenants of univer
sal application would defeat their very object, and 
would merely destroy all prospects of industrial 
denlop.,ent, a prospeot that Japan could 
m.t, so far as her own industries were con
cerned, observe, with equanimity. With these 
objeots, on even stronger grounds, the Indian 
delegates heartily concurred, and, as a result, 
the draft Intematiollal Labour Charter, which 
was adopted at a plenary session of the Peace 
Conference last week, omits all mention of compul
sory application or any idea of uniformity of 
any regulations or conventions agreed to by the 
proposed annual International Oonferences of re
presentatives of employers and workers. There is 
to be no coercion and no inelasticity. There will 
only be a moral obligation imposed upon the high 
contracting parties, and provision is made for 
differences due to imperfections of industrial de
niopment or climatic difficulties in particular 
countries. Lord Sinha and the Maharaja of Bika
ner, who had no difficulty in associating them
selves with these amended proposals, have been 
obliged to remain in Paris, in order to place before 
the Council of Four the Indian Mussulman views 
regarding the position of Turkey, of which very 
bad news appears in to-night's papers. It is feared 
that a widespread revolution is on th~ point of 
breaking out, fomented by the Committee of Union 
aud Progress, What the real facts are we shall 
probably know during the next few days. But it 
is certain that, jlist now, ,in spite of Easter, the 
world is not a very happy place to live in. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE RECENT OUTBREAKS 
AND 

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. 
To TnE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF 'INDIA. 

SlB,-Ae ODe who believe! in Home Rule on priD.ciplc 
:md trics his best to support any scheme that makes for pro .. 
gress and righteousness in Indin, I am a bit taken abaok by 
the recent occurrences in the PunJab and your own wisby
washy condemnation of them. The point that troubles one 
in arguing with reactiona.ries hI DOt tha.t there were riots and 
that damage was done to Government property, for that is 
GovGrluncnt' s business. But when men who had DO connection 
whllteyer with Government were murdered, when people 
who were not even British subJects wcrc in danger of their 
liv('s, ludia71 Christian chul'ches were wrecked, what answer 
is one to givo to those who hold that the peoplfl of India are 
not to be trusted witb power, lIecauso they would usa it to 
exclude all foreigners and to Forsecuto every faith not their 
u'ito ~ We know that there are many who would not do so, but 
one haa to rockon with the common people whether in India 
ur England. Our only rellson for supporting British rule in 
India. is that, a.long with ma.ny India.ns, we belileve that as 
yet lndin. is not able 'to defend itself o.gainst foreign aggres~ 

Bion without British li'elp and that if Britain went out some 
othol' nu.tion would step in and ollr lust state would be worse 
,han tho tint. 1 am not aD Englishman and have no vote in 
the Unitod Kingdolll, I>ut aft .. ' all the C:uglish bave Ire.ted 

U8 better thaD any other cOllntry similarly rulsd ha. l>eell', 

treated. So till we are able to stand alone we bad better 
chooso English rule. But wo l4hould move as qui.ckly towards. 
standi.ng alone 811 possiblp, which dlJOS Dot meaD that we leave 
the Empire a~y moro than Auatralia. 

But how are we to move towards full self-government 
when every paper in India. and every organisa.tion deal!!. with.' 
deliberate persecution at 'fellow-citizens on accouut of their 
religious opiniouy as though it wore a light lUatter? It is a 
heavy mBtter that l'ioten wero ahot dOWQ in the Punjab a.nd. 
elsewhere and will not be forgotten, as an Indian correspon
dent wrote, to the Englishman of Culcutta.. It is 0. II regret. 
table occurren:.:e " when five Englishmen are murdered, abso
lutely without cause, for they had not the slightest connec .. 
tion with the Ho"latt Bill, but " Government should forget 
it speedily and act with leniency. II It is not oven worthy 
of mention that Indian Christians were persecuted and their 
church burned down. I sheuld 1>. very glad if, by perlonal 
letter.or through yonr colamns, you would give me an BMw-er 
that would allay my f.ars and en.ble me to reply to the char. 
ges of the reo.ctionaries.-Youra, etc. 

Rose Bank, Landour, If u8sooree, 
M.y 7,1919. 

CUA8. D. DoNALD. 

[OUI condemuatioD of mob violence i. ae strong and> 
genuine 0,8 that of any ono cldo, including Englishmen. 
Dou bta are sometimes cast on the attitude of the Moderate. 
Party, merely because it unfortuna.tely so happen! that they 
have to nccompany condemlllltion of lawlessness with the 
contiemnation of the 'militarist repression', to uee the phra8le 
which Mr. T. P. O'Connor used in a recent Irish debate, OD 

which the Punjab Government has embarked. Tbia repres .. 
sion, to judge from the informbtion which is availahle to the· 
public, is not Justified. But the corr~8pondent'8 cOIDRlaint. 
rather i. that religious intolerance lie. bahi Rd the.e outbreaks, 
and 'this feature of the popular distemper goes uncensured. If 
the burning of a. Christian cburch has escaped notice in 
the orgey of destruction, it is hardly sufficient to cbo.rge In .. 
dians \vith a desire to persecute otber faiths. Nothing will 
611 UB with greater .lor<l1 and anxiety for tb. future than 
this charge, if it were true. But we are convinced that the 
lurid picture drawn above is overdone. It is absolutely uu .. 
true to suggest that public lJodiee and newspapers in Indio.. 
treat deliberate religious persecution 8S a light matter. They 
do not. If on enquiry it i. found that the spirit of religioU8 
persecution bas Inspired the rioters, the In4ian public will be 
shocked beyond measure, But it seems to us highly impro
I>abl.. It should also I>e remem~ered that the Hindu-Moslem 
unity was never stronger in recent timos than now. Believ .. 
ing as we do that thosc who have stirred up trouble are not in .. 
fectcd with religious animosity, it i9 unnecessary to consider 
if re101ms muat be withheld from n. people 8 few among whollL 
are moved by bigot ry to acts of lawlessnes9.-Ed. ] 

SELECTION. 
• 

ANTI-UNTOUCHABILITY LEAGUES. 
IN March last year an Anti .. U Dtouchability Conference 

was held in Boml>ay under the presidentship of H. H. the 
Gaekwar of Baroda, in which an organised effort was made ttt 
rouso the public conscience agninst:the grievous wrongs dono. 
by the higher castes to the depressed classes. In order to carry 
into effect the resolutions of this Conference, Anti .. Untouch
ability Leagues are being fanned, so that persistent attempts 
may be made by them and praotical measures taken to remove 
gradualiy the disabilities from which the depressed classes suf
fer. One such attempt is indicated in tbe formation of Rate .. 
payersl A8sociations for these cla.sses \vith n view to securing 

. a.dequate l·epreseutu.tioD for them on the 1000.1 bodice. rhe 
• Leagues are to take steps iD other directions also. Doring lis 1 
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. tour in Sooth India last year, the General Secretary of tha 
Depressed Cl&8s88 MiaaioD formed Anti-UntouJhability Leagues 

. at Madra. and eaUant and mteudr to form branches of sucb 
League. throoghout India. With a view' to enlist the sym
pathy and co-operation "f the public, he haa circularised the 
following que.Donl to thOle who are interested in this great 
movement=-

Political Pamphlets . 

(1) If an Anti·Untouchability League or it. Branoh i. 
atread, started in your District ot' Province what will you 
kindly do to promote the above efforts in co-operation with the 
League? 

(2) If not will yon kindly atart auch a ·League in your 
eli,triet; with a view to promote the literary and technical edu

catioD of the Depressed Cla88e8 in acboola and colleges and 
a180 their civic education by Boonring their adequate represen .. 
tation on local bodies and Logislative Counoils ? 

(3) If you happen to be an acti.e member of a 10001 
the British dominions or a Government official in a 

Native State, whit will you be good enoogh to do to help the 
aaun of this Anti·UntouchAbility Movemedt both by your ex
perienced advice and active personal seMPiae to this Minion 
from time to time? 

(4) I have heen organioing an AlI·lndia Anti-Untouch· 
ability Loaguo and .hall foel Dot only very highly obliged 
but effectively helped by your frank and full reply, which I 
earnestly request you Onco more to give me at your early con
veDieDoe~ 
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