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Topics of the SVech,

. Pandit Motilal Nehru.

THE news of Pandit Motilal Nehru’s illness in

" Naini jail will be received with great regret and

grave concern both in India and in England, It
appears that he took ill with fever in Yerawada jail
and that he developed influenza in Naini, and that
8ir Nilratan Sircar and Dr. B, C. Roy from Caloutta
examined him and declared that his condition

:é‘ » was not free from anxiety, The Government of the

N

United Provinoes have promptly assembled a Medi-
onl Beard to examine the patient and report to the
Goverpment. Apart from personal considerations,
whioch are not less weighty, the ilinass ofthe venerable
Pandit, the veteran politician of seventy, at this junc-
ture, when be was playing a very important part in
the peace megotiations, is a misfortune of the first
order, We frust the Government of India will fully
Tenlise the grave responsibility they are taking in
detaining the Pandit in jail in the present state of his
health, notwithstanding the best medical help that

- they will place at his disposal. Every consideration

~ of prudence, chivelry, and public policy demands

his immediate release. For all the expert medical
aid that will be made available, there is something
in the atmosphere of the jail which is not conducive
to the Pandit's recovery from ill-health, °

‘While on the subject of the Pandit, we have not
been able to understand why when the Pandit, his
son and Dr. Mahmud were fetched down to Poons to
meet Mr. Gandhi, there was such an imposing police
escort. Was it feared that the prisoners would es-
cape frem custody or violate jail regulations and
restrictions? Or was it mere unimaginative redtape
or steel frame ? Lesser men than the august prisoners
have been let out on parole as it were. Pandit Motilal
Nehru when requested to give a message by some
Congressmen on arrival at Naini deoclined to do so
on the ground that he was a prisoner. Where was the

necessity for a police bundobust for him and his
colleagues ¥ Much of the troubje in India is due to
the lack of imagination and sympathy in the govern-
ing race. * E

-* * L
Anarchists in Bengal,

THE recent annals of Bengal have been dis-
figured by the cult of the bomb. One of the reasons
which Mahatma Gandhi offered for launching his pre-
mature campaign of satyagraha was his desire thereby
to control and eliminate violenca of this kind, His
bopes have not been realiced, for after the Chitta-
gong sffair of some months ago, we have now the
dastardly attack on the life of Sir* Charles Tegart,
the Police Commissioner of Caloutia, which forku-
nately failed in its purpose. Such heinous crimes
gerve no good purpose. On the other hand, they pro-
voke repression under which both the guilty and the
innocent suffer. It was only the previous week that
the Bengal (tovernment secured the passage in the
Bengsl Legislative Council of the Bengal! Criminal
Law Amendment Bill which gave the Government
for a further period of five years the powers of arrest
and detention without trial which the Governor
General’s Ordinance of May last gave them for six
months, Government urged their knowledge of the
existence of live anarchism as fthe justification for
thislawless law. The opposition no doubtploaded with
considerable force that the existenca of such powers
under the Ordinance had not enabled the Govern-
ment to stamp out anarchism and that, therefore,
such powers were useless, except to hurt innocent
people. Nevertheless the Bengal Council found it
necessary to give the Government the powers it

desired.
L ] * *

Postponement of the R. T. Conference.

THE Leader of Allahabad made the suggestion
that the Round Table Conference should be postponed
till next year on the grounds that it would give ade-
quate time to persuade the Congress to join the Confa-
rence and that Indian delegates would escape the
rigours of the English winter. Dr. Annie Besant is
reported to have seconded the proposal, Such influen-
tisl opinionmust command great weight. Nevertheless,
it would be a mistake to postpone the Conference. It
will only prolong the agony of India—unless a truce
can be arranged and the oivil disobedience movement
and its corollary, the repressive policy of the Gov-
ernment, are both galled off at once. If & truce can be
arranged, there is no reason why the Conference
should not be held to geitle the terms of peace. There
is an influential section of publio opinion both in
India and in England which is hopeful that the
Round Table Conference will bring sbout a settle-
ment, Considering the close approximation between
the demands put forward by Mahatma Gandhi and
the offer made by the Viceroy, there is every hope that
peace will result. It would be unwise to reject
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the hope. A mere postponement is not likely
to makq any change in the attitude of either party
unless it is expected that one party or the other and
perhaps both will soon tire of the situation and be in
a more chastened mood for peace. But before that
stage is reached, much irreparable harm will have
been done to India. No, it is not in postponing pesce

but in striving for it with undiminished zeal that |

salvation lies. And the Round Table Confersnce
18 the only method of arriving st if; it is at the
Conference that both parties will shed their prestige
and come to grips with the subject,

Postponement will be playing into the hands of

the diehard reactionaries in India and in England.
The. support which the proposal has received from the
Indian Empire Society composed of Lord Sydenham,
Sir Reginald Craddock, Sir Michasl O'Dwyer and
others of the tribe, and of the European fire-eaters in

Calcutta must make it suspect,
= * *

Improvement ?

IN their last weekly report to the Secretary of
State on the situation in India the Government of
India record an improvement, There has undoubtedly
been a comparative luli in the aggressive activities
of the Congress. Several causes contributed to this
result. Notwithstanding brave and wild statements
to the contrary, Congressmen have grown weary of
the fight ; staleness has damped their ardour; it is
hard to maintain exoitoment at fever pifeh for long.
The sinews of war have slackened; in attempting to
paralyse the Government Congress enthusiasts have
suoceeded inparalysing trade and industry, particu-
larly in Bombay and have brought ruin on their own
countrymen. Those who financed the Congress have
suffered most and are no longer able to maintain an
undiminished flow of funds to the Congress coffers,
For every blow they gave the enemy, they gave two
to their own friends. “War is not murder,” said Mr.,
Ramsay MacDonald, “but it is suiocide.” The “non-
violent war” of the Congress is no exception,

Reaction has set in. Several mills in Bombay
have closed down or are about to do 80, and thousands
of workers, milihands and clerks, have besn thrown
out of employment and are enguiring why. Even
handloom weavers . who should have enjoyed
a boom in their industry on acoount of the Swadeshi
propaganda, have suffared terribly on account of the
indisoriminste boycott and the uasettled conditions
in the country. Merchants whose capital lies Iocked
up in British cloth and foreign goods have become
restive and resent the coercion of the Congress. The
sgtudents in oolleges which have bsen picketed have
turned round on the pioketers. Apart from exhau-
stion and the resction, Congrassmen thamselves have
glackened their aggressive actions in order to give
every chance to the paace parleys initiated by Dr.
Sapru and Mr. Jayakar. Left alone, the lull would
have lasted, and the situation would have become

easier and better,
* * *

Provocation,

BUT judged by their recent actions, Govern-
ment gesm to rogret the improvement, They have
arrested the Aocting President of the Congress,
Maulana Abul Kslam Azad; they have de-
clared unlawful a large number of Congress
and ailied organisations in Maharashtra and else-
where and arrested the prominent lesders thereof.
And now to orown all, they have declared the hold-
ing of the Congress Working Committee meeting at
Delhi illegal and arrested Dr. M. A. Ansari, Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviys, and other members of it
except the lady members,

It is havrd to see mny the least justification for
the uncalled-for provocation that the Government aro
offering to the Congress. The admitted lull in the
Congress activities and the consequent improvement in
the situation is due either to its goodwill or to its ex-
haustion, or perhaps to both, If it wasthe first, it im-
poses 8 reciprocal obligation on the Government not
to give any unnecessary provocation to the Congress;
if it was the second, it were cowardly, unchivalrous
and unsportsman-like of the Government to harass
and pursue an antagonist who lowered his flag, Such
vindictive action is not calculated. to rally public
opinion to the side of the Government or help reason
to renssert itzeif. Is it too much for the Govern-
ment to hold its hands and refrain from making
peace more difficult? Would it not be wiser to
allow the incipient reaction against the extravagances
and suicidal policies of the Congress to develop and
make itzelf increasingly felt ?

* * ™

Adding 1ael to the tire,

WHILE the Government seem to be bent on in.
creasing the difficulties in the way of peace, their
die hard European friends in Indisand England have
not been idle. A largely attended mesting of Euro-
peans in Calcutta recently passed resolutions de-
manding that “seditious propagamda and unconstitu-
tional agitation” could be stamped out once and for
all and that the constitution of India should bs put
back to the Minto-Morley stage. The Governmens of
India under Lord Irwin and the European Associa-
tion of Calcutta were roundly condemned for their
defeatist attitude towards Indian agitation and for
wenk-kneed pandering to the agitators. Mr. G, N.
Andrews, who presided over the meeting, assured the
meeting that if & man like 8ir Charles Tegart, the pre-
sent Police Commisaioner of Caloutta, was the Gov-
ernor of Bengal and a man like Lord Birkenhead
was the Secretary of States for India, “this nonsense
would stop in three weeks.” Only modesty must

have stood in the way of his holding up another,

and perhaps better, model.

The European Associaﬁion in Calcubta was
avidently influenced by the resolutions of the Cal-
outta Europeans, for at its meeting on the next day

it adopted a resolation calling for the mailed fist ime .

the administration and suggesting the suspension
of all talk of constitutional advanos until the Indian

1

agitation was brought under, when the Simon recom- -

mendations might be accepted but with modifications
to ensure strong Government and equality of tradin
gtatus betwean British and Indian citizens. .

It must be recorded with appreciation, however,

that the Anglo-Indian Press has, on the whole,
strongly deprecated these super-excited suggestions
of the Csaloutta Europeans. The British Planters,
who recently met in Conference in Bangalore, pass-
od » resolution, under the inspiration of that wise

and sagacious leader, Mr. F. E, James, a resolution’

acoording full support to the policy of Lord Irwin.
+* +* .

Stll at It.

Mi1ss KATHERINE MAYO is not yet tired of .

1avishing her boundless love on India. . She has not
forgiven Mahatma Gandhi. Sheis still at it. In

the ourrent issue of Current History she has an ir
taresting article on “Mahatma Gandhi and Indis’s *

Untouchables.” an
help of some quotations from the writings of the

Mahatma, she has drawn s moving picture of the

Iamentable plight of the “Untouchables™ in Iadia,
She then proceeds to enumerate two influences that
have alleviated the lot of the unfortunate people

In vivid language and with the °

-
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“the reclamation work of the Christian miseionaries™
and “British justice.” After creating confidence in the
reader by etating these facts, she proceeds to mislead
the innocent and unwary reader. In the first ine-
tance, she recognises only thegse two influences and
gives the impression that no other influences are at
work. Secondly, she says that Mahatma Gandhi is
opposed to both the influences, “Now, whether per-
gonelly or politieally neither one of these phenomensa
is scceptsble to Gandhi” BShe goes further, for
she has no faith in half-measures, even 1in
. misrepresentation, and ssys, "“Therefore, he meets
“ them, when he must, in characteristic fashion ;
first, by telling himself and the outer world that they
have never existed; and secondly, by casting dis-
credit upon specifioc instances of their existence.”
This statement would givethe impression that neither
the reclamation work of the Christian mizsionaries
nor “Britich justice” was acceptable to the Mahatma
and that he had ignored and denied them. After
cunningly suggesting that implication, she abandons
its proof and goes off at a tangent o prove by a judi-
cious selection of quotations that Indian Uatouch-
ables attended the welcome arranged for the Prince of
Wales in 1922, and the Simon Commission in 1928,
that Mr, Gandhi had denied their representative
character and that he had acoused the foreign Britich
Government of baving exploited thejr grievances in
order to draw them away from Indian nationalismand
to buttress foreign rule. For all her documentation,
she does not give one single plece of evidence to
mupport her charge against Mr. Gandhi. No Christian
missionary in Indis, as far ee we know, has ever
complained of the antipathy of the Mahatma to his
atternpts at the social uplift of the Untouchables. On
the other hand, one of the most remarkable things
about Mr. Gandhi has been that Christian missio«
naries, and Indian Christians in particular, the large
majority of whom, on the sdmission of Miss Mayo
herself, are_ Untouchables in origin, are among
the most enthusiastio admirers of the Mahatma.

Miss Mayo does not define what she means by
“British justice,”” If she means impartisl justice,
equality before the law, irrespective of caste, colour
and pooial status, then it is mslignant libel, fram
- which even Misse Mayo might have shrunk, to say
thet it was unacceptable to the Mshatma, Ik
may be a matter of opinion whether such unalloyed
Justice exists universally in India. It is a matter of
opinion too if the Untouchables that welcomed the
Prince of Wales and the Simon Commiesion were re-
presentative of the Untouchables, -and whether tha
Government's solicitude for the depressed classes
was not a political mannenvre,

Miss Mayo is right when she says that the
Mahatma once said that the removal of Untouchabi-
lity should precede Swaraj and not follow it, and
that now he lays greater stress on Swaraj preceding
the reform., But she is mistasken in presuming on
* the strength of statements made some years ago that
the Untoucpnlyles today wish to retain the administra-
tion of India in British bands. Even the Untouch-
ables now demand Swaraj; only they desire that
safeguards against oppression should be inserted in
the constitution, :

» - *
Deportations.

YET another type of persecution which the
Gov:emment have adopted is the deportation of
subjects of the Indian States wunder the Foreigners
Aot of 1864, The enterprising District Magistrate of
Kaira has successfully invoked the sanction of the
Government of Bombay to deport some subjecta
of the Indian States after they had served their

*

sentences of imprisonment In British Jails for
offences in connection with the civil disobedience
movement. It should be noted that, in the first
place, they have already been punished for their
offences and have suffered imrrisonment, and expi-
ated their crimes. Their deportation smounts to a
second punishment for the same offence, Secondly,
for many purposes the subjects of Indian Stetes are
treated as British subjects and to ireat them as
foreigners under an Act passed so long ss 1864
under different set of circumstances is hardly cre-
ditable to Government. That Act, in spite of its
wide net, was primarily mesnt for foreigners who
were non-Indians. Thirdly, if these civil resisters,
after release from prison, repeat their offences, itis
open toc Governmment to re-arrest them, and in
extrems cases to bind them over for good behavior.
Executive action which smacks of vindictivness and
persecution is greatly to be deprecated in the
interests of the Government themselves... -
L] *

PAgi-g-. % “ ) T
Economic Blockade. -

=" The Hindu of Madras draws attention to the
action of the Revenue officials in Narsapur and
QGuntur who issued notices that ryots who assisted
or took an active part in the civil disobedience move-
ment would be deprived of the supply of water Trom
irrigation channels for the cultivation of theirlands!
It is hardly necessary to say that this kind of
economic blockade and persecution only drive
additional nails in the ccfiin of the Government.

' * * *.

A Muslim oo Com munal Electorates.

COXSIDERING the general perference of Muslims
for communal electorates, it is very refreshing ta come
upon & Muslim whois nationalist enough.to gon-
demn them in unequivocal terms. Mr, A Samad is a
Muslim member of the Bengal Legielative Council.
In his speech on the resolution regarding the Simo!
Report he ie reported to have said: :

. He wan one of those Musea)lmans whao thovght that the
worst feature of the Report wes its recommendation to
perpetuate the Bseparate representation op oommunal
basis on the bagia of the Lucknow Pact, 'While admit-
ting that communal reprecer tation by reservation of seats
might be justified on cert: in yolitical considerations, oom-
munal representation by separate slectorstes could not be
justified by any circumstences whatsoever, because this
was inconsistent with responsible Government whioh the
Report pretended to give. Further, it was more harmfui
to the minority community to protect whose interest it
was scught to be justified. It divided the iwo.commu-
nities into separate watex-tight compartments and made
one ccmmunity apathetio to. the interests of the other
commupily. In guch an electorate & Mahomedan would
have to declare thatbe was a Mahomedan firat and an
Indian second. A Hirda wounld have to declars in the
same way and the result would be dizastrous.

Sirce the inavguraticn of the Reforms, feelings between
the two communities were gradually embittering
and communal riots of the worst type were the order
of the dey. Leaders were heipless and connivaed at the
attitude of the mob for fear ¢f losing their support at the
elestion. The recommendations of the Commission
werd cubversive of the apirit of nationalism snd
the report waes vot worth the peper on which it was
written when its effeot was to divide the twococmmu-
nitier, Divide ard role was the policy of all imperialistio
Governments and the Eritich people ware following ihe
same polioy under the cloak of responsible Government,

- » »
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INDIA’S INTERNATIONAL STATUS.

IN an ably written article in the Journal of the
Royal Institute of International Affaire Dr. Lanks
Sundaram discusses the international status of India.
It is interesting to be told that international Iaw does
not recognise any cleavage between British India and
Indian States : India is & juridical unity. Though
#India” is represented in the League of Nations
and in other international bodies, the “Government
of India"”, like the Brifish Cabinet, has no consti-
tutional recognition. The Government of India
Act recognises the Governor General in Council,
who i§s responsible for the administration in
India. Buthe is not the “Government of India”
or “India” for international purposes, since he is
subordinate to the Seorctary of State and the Bri-
tish Parlisment. The combination of the two
constitutes the Government of India. According to
the Indin Office’s Memorandum to the Simon Commis-
sion, “the Governor (eneral in Council constitutes
the Government iz India, while the totality of autho-
rity as expressed by his association with the Secre-
tary of State for India denotes the Government of
Indis.” In thisrespect India stands on a different
footing from the Dominions of the British Common-
wealth.

In another respect too India is unique. She
is the only member of the British Commonwealth
and of the League of Nations who is a member
of the Leagae without being a fully gelf-govern-
ing State. Other Dominions, not to speakof other
States, were fully self-governing before they
wero admitted to the League membership., The other
Pominions achieved internal dominion status before
external ; India, on the other hand, has achieved the
oxternal and is looking forward to achieving the
internal.

~ Article 1 of the Covenant of the League of Na-
tions restricts membership of the League only to
fully self-governing States, But this restriotion did
not apply to States “named in the Annex” to the
Covensant, and India was named in that Annex. If
India bad not been admitted at the time she was,
she would not now be eligible for admission, not
until she achieved full swaraj Her admission she
owes to the adroit statesmanship of the late Mr, E.
S, Montagu, perhaps the greatest Secretary of State
for India. Notwithstanding her politically inferior
status, he pegged out India's claims for international
equality and armed her with & powerful lever
which, even if she could not make full use of it at
once, would still be invaluable {0 her in later years.

There are those in India who profess to despise
India's membership of the League and for the reason
that her admittance was but another instance of the
maladrolt manoceuvres of the British Government
t6 seours another pooket vote in the League.
‘Whatever might have been the motives of some
.British statesmen, none who knew Mr., Montagu

| and his burning geal for India's progress and

India’s self-respect, will accuse him of them. The
motives of British statesmen are however but of
secondary interest: the primary consideration is
whether India gained by her membership of the
League. Many are sceptioal about it. Dr. Sundaram

has produced convincing evidence to dispel the
doubts,

India has a place not only in the League of
Nations and the International Labour Conference .,
but she has automatically secured representation at -
some of the non-League Cornferences, such as the
Washington Conference on the Limitation of Noval
Armaments, the Genoa Economic Conference, the .
London Reparations Conference, and the recent
Londen Naval Conference—-practically in all im-
portant international conferences. India hasthercby
secured a considerable amount of experience of
international affairs—not a negligible advantsage,
Some of her ablest nationals have had opportunities to
meet the leading men of the world at these gather-
ings and by their personality and speeches raised

't India in the estimation of the world and made her

known and respécted.

The value to India of the experience depends on
the personnel of her delegations., In recent years it
has been more and more Indian in composition. Two
out of the three delegates to the League have been
Indians and Iast year and this year Indians were
appointed to lead them. Af least one of the Govern-
ment delegates to the International Labour Office
has always been- an Indian, and this year both the
members of the Government delegation were Indians.
The representatives this year of the employers were
all Indians, and those of the workers have always been
Indians. It is still a fact that all the delegates
of India to all international gatherings, particularly
the more technioal ones, are not Indians. But the
process of Indianization hes begun and made good
progress and it will not be long before India will
be represented solely by Indians.

The value to India of her international status
depends not only on the personnel but onthe free-
dom sliowed fo her delegstion. As an original
member of the League India has full freedom of
debate, The position is correot theoretically but in
practice do her representatives, particularly the In-
diasns among them, enjoy unfettered freedom? “ As
a matter of procedure,” says Dr. Sundaram, “the
Indian delegates act and volte sepatately from the -
British and Dominion delegates, even though an
effort is often made to bring about, unofficially, a
certain amount of unanimity among the Empire
delegations. But whenever the special interests of
India are involved, the Indian delegations can and
do take an independent line of action and oceasion-
ally find themselves in direct opposition to the
other parts of the British Commonwealth.” He enu-,
merates several instances in which Indiatook separate
and independent lines of action, and in some cases:
was ableto bring round to her viewpoing the delegates
of Britain and the Dominions. There are instanoes
also in which Indian delegates took a line in
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opposition to that of the rest of the Empire delegates.
At the Genoa Maritime Conference in 1920 the Empire
delegations made an effort to drive Indian /ascars
off British ships, but India’s delegates opposed it
successfully. Again, the British asnd Indian dele-
gates were in opposite camps at the International

Labour Conferences in 1921 and 1924 over the
' question of the compulsory disinfection of Indian
wool, and India secured the rejection of the Britich
propoeals. More recently, Mr. S. C. Joshi, the dele-
gate of the workers in India to the I L. Conference
used the platform of the Conference to ventilate the
politioal grievances of Indis, .

Perhaps the most conorete instance of the advan-
tage that India enjoys in virtue of her place in the
League is the status of Indians in Tanganyike. A
comparison between the status of Indians in that
territory and in the neighbouring British Colony of
Kenya will be found illuminating. It is India’s
membership of the League that protects Indians
in Tanganyika from the discriminations and
bhumiliations that are their lot in Kenya. The
Tanganyika Indians realise only foo well the advan-
tages of India's position in the League and the protec-
tion that the League's mandate offers them, and they
dread nothing so much as closer union with Kenya:

Notwithstanding these undoubted advantages,
India’s internationsl position is not whoily satis-
factory. The choice of India's delegates isuitimately
in the hands of the Secretary of State, who is a mem-
ber of the British Cabinet, and the delegates are
bound by his instructions, The Government of India,
foreign as it is in its essential character but certainly
more in touch with Indian epinion, is not indepen-
denti of the Secrstary of State. By manipulating the
choice of delegates the Secretary of State can control
the views of India at international conferences. And
there is reason to believe that since the disappeas-
rance of Mr. Montagn from the India Office, greater
emphas is has heen laid on the pliability than on the
competence of the Indian delegations.

The exceptional character of the Government of
India is responsible for some anomalous procedure,
Indian delegates are not referred to as the representa-
tives of the Government of India in their letters of
appointment: they are referred to simply as represen«
tatives of “India”, Invitations to international
conferences, other than the International Labour
Conferanoe, are addressed to the Seoretary of State
for India and not to the Government of Indis. But the
International Labour Office deals directly with the
QGovernment of India and sends duplicates of its
letters to the India Office. The Government of Indis,
howaver, deals with the I, L. O. through the India

Office and not direotly ! It is only in the selection:

of the delegates of the employers and workers to the
L L. Conference that the Secretary of State does not
come in, for the obvious reason that they are in the
first instance slected by the respective organisations
of employers and workers,

Butthe most anomalous feature of India’s position
is the Indian States. They have no separates inter
national status, They are included under “India™ in
the Interpretation Aot of 1889, but they are not hound

by the international commitments of “India”, And’
yot they are always inocluded in the Indian delega-
tion and a Prince, the Maharaja of Bikaner, is Iead-
ing the delegation this year. But he does not repre-
sent the Princes nor does he commit them to any de-

eisions to which he may be a party in Geneva, Why,
he does not commit even himself to decisions he is a

party to; he is not bound to enforce in own his
State & convention, say, regarding opium, which ha

commits Britis India to at Geneva. As a matter of
fact, special provision has had to be .made in 1926

enabling “India" to exclude the Indian States from-
the obligations regarding the conventions which
she approved., The exclusion, while it is harmful

enough with respect to the League conventions, is

attended with greater harm in respect of the
convenkions- of the I L. Conference, It is of
fundamental importence that such conventions
should be ratified without reservations and exclu-
sions, But it has not been found possible to rope
in the Indian States. Instead, s convention has
been adopted that when “India” ratifies & convention,
it is applicable only to British India. The benefits
of the conventions adopted by the I. L. Conference
and ratified by India are denied to the workers in
the Indian States.

These two major anomslies have to be removed
as soon asipossible : India must mean the Govern-
ment of India responsible to the people of India and
the Indian States must automatically share the obli-
gations that India acoepts at Geneva. The Simon
Report does not remove these intolerable anomalies;
en the other hand, it secke to buttress them. The
Ceniral Government of India must have power to
commit the Indian States to conventions it ratifies,
and India must have swaraj to commit herself in the
first instance,” Mr, Montagu helped India to external
Dominion Status, Will it be given to Mr, Wedgwood
Benn to help her realise Dominion Status in
internal affairs ?

FINANCIAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
SIMON COMMISSION.

HE proposals submitted by Sir Walter Layton,
Financial Commigsioner to the Simon Com.
mission, on which it based its main finanecial

recommendations contain a good many useful sugges-
tions, which deserve a detailed, careful and eritical
examination, This may be said to be an impartial
presentation of the facts of the Indian financial situa-
tion, and, perhaps, it is the only solution to the pro-
blem when considered from the point of view of the
main proposition with which he started ie. that India
should have 8 Federal Constitution,a proposition
which has gained considerable support from Indian
thinkers on constitutional problems, He had laid
down, and that with truth, that under a federal
gystem, the Central Government and the constituent
Provinces should have, as far as possible, distinct
gources of income, 80 that each administrative branch
can be financially independent of the others and free
to progress slong its own particular and necessary
lines of reform, He has also postulated that the
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branch of goﬁmment which has to undertake finan-
cial responsibilities of a heavy character owing to
the necessity there is for taking in hand developmen-

tal work of an important character, should possess

sources of revenue capable of yielding it & flexible
and expandable income to meet those responsibiiities.
This also is a proposition which one must agree

to in entirety, in view of the sbarvation to which |
such developmental activity in the Provinces was '
subjected owing to the exigencies of their financial '
position during the first three years of the Montagu-

Chelmsford dispensation and its off-shoot, the Meston
Settlement.
THE PROVINCIAL FUND.

In spite of Sir Walter Layton’s opinion to the
contrary, there is something savouring of the des-
oredited system of doles from the Central Govern-
ment, which was for some time in vogue in the pre-
Reform ers, in the proposal put forward by him that
a Provincial Fund should be instituted out of the pro-
ceeds of certain indirect faxes like excise on matohes
and cigarettes, to be distributed by the Central
Government to the various Provinces on a per—capita
by him as basis. The arrangement proposed has been
desoribed an essontially foderal idem, calculated to
infuse that spirit of common nationality and com-
mon ideals, to make every province contribute for the
common good and to provide a basis for strengthen
ing the bond that should bind the Central and the
Provincial Governments together. It will tend to
keep constantly before the Provincial Governments
the vision of a Central Government as an embodiment
of the spirit of federalism animating the various Pro-
vinces that have integrated themselves into the

. federation. There is, thus, a good deal to recom-
‘mend it ‘in the scheme as expounded by Sir Walter -
Layton, buf, perhaps, in the actual working of it, -

difficulties may crop up and defects may make them-
selves manifest, which may result in an inequitable
distribution of the Fund amongst the different con-

stituent provineial units. An industrially advanced .
and progressive province like Bombay, with a larger '
population to boot, will be in & far more favourable :
position and will receive a far bigger proportion of '
the Fund than an agricultural province like Madras |
or "a backward province like Behar, whose finanoes |
Again a
province like Bengal with a comparatively denser '
population and which is also further precluded from
contributing its due quota to the common revenues
owing tothe peculiar and out-of-date system of Re.

‘are always varying on the deficit side,

venue settlement existing therein, will be in a posi-
tion much better off than a province like Madras or
the .Punjab, with an impoverished agricultural
population already taxed to their maximum' capa-

city. A better and more equitable procedure would .
be to distribute the fund in accordance with the’
needs and requirements of the various Provinces and
in proportiou to the quantity and quality of develop- '

mentsl work undertaken by each, of course taking,
at 'the same time, the opportunities or want of
opportunities there are for raising the necessary'’
funds internally.

It should also be seen that no!
province shirka the responsibility that fought legiti-'

mately to be its, of imposing fresh taxation whenever
such taxation becomes absolutely a necessity by the
circumstances of.the internal situation and of Zdeve-
loping its internal tax system on a scientifio basis.
TAXABLE CAPACITY TO BE DETER MINED.

"It is algo necessary fto note in this connection
the other proposition propounded by Sir Walter
Layton that taxation should be so adjusted and de-
gigned as nob to press too heavily upon the people
and beyond the range of their eapacity to pay. There
has not been any general economic survey of the
resources of our country capable of indicating the
economic pogition of the different classes of the
population, on the kasis of which, a scientific sys-
tem of taxation could be built up. The result is that
taxation is so ill adjusted to taxable capacity as to
press heavily upon the peasant and agricultural
classes, while those who ought to contribute a greater
proportion to the revenues of their country are left
comparatively lightly taxed A good tax system
should have as its aim not only the ideal of making
every interest pay its due proportion to the revenues
of the country but also that of bringing about an
equitable distribution of the tax burdens so that capa-
city and ability to pay become the main criteria for
imposing a particular tax to affect a particular set
of people.

INCOME-TAX FOR THE PROVINCES.

Two necessary reforms to be undertaken for this
purpose are the complete transference of Income Tax
to the Provinces as opposed to its partial transference
which had been recommended by S8ir Walter Layton
and the imposition of an Income-Tax on sagricultural
incomes. Thé result of these changes will be of a
far-reaching and beneficial character, for, while tha
former will place in the hands of the Provineial Gov-
ernments a flexible and ensily expandable source of
revenue, the latter will relieve the agriculturists from
the incubue of periodical settlements and trequent
enhancements of the taxes on Iand. The former will
also be advantageous in that it enables the local
Governments to study conditions with greater serut-
iny before fixing rates of taxation ; and fo compen-
aate for theloss sustained thereby by the Cenfral Gov-
ernment, Excise’ may be transferred to its control.
The introduction of a steeper graduation in the in-
come-tax rates and the lowering of the taxable mini-
mums, both of which changes have been recommend-
ed by Sir Walter Layton, will go along way in effect-
ing the salutary. change of a general equalization of tax
burdens and of a general toning down of inequalities,
The Central Government will have its obligations
amply met by the retention in its hands of the cus-
toms.duties, the potentialities for the expansion and
the income-yielding ospacites of which have beem
amply demonstrated in recent years and which will
continue to be demonstrated in future, when there is
a possibility for a general raising of the Tariffs and
for hringing many at present duty-free ariicles
within their purview. The proposal to transfer com-
mercial stamps to the Coeatre is also a desirable
change which will help to make it more self-suffi-
oient, though, at the same tima, it is neoessary that
the Salt Tax should be abalished and received only im
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vase of grave emergenoy. The Provinces should
2180 take upon themselves the responsibility far die-
covering fresh sources of revenue to meet their ex-
panding lisbilities and the taxation of luxuries and
-entertainments together with & local excise on the
manufacture of cigarettes and beedies and otherarticles
from tobacoo will go a long way towards angmenting
their exchequers. There are some other taxes like
denth duties which, Sir Walter Layton has propos-
+ed, shonld be kept in reserve and which can be drawn
upon, while as stated above commercial stamps can
with advantage be centrally administered almost at-
once, This system, wherein the authority responsible
for spending the proceeds of a tax and derivingall the
advantages therefrom should also be responsible for
its levy is capable of yielding very salutary results:
first, it will lead to & very careful and cautious con-
gideration of the necessity for and the implications of
the tax proposed; secondly, it will enable local varia-
tions to be taken into mcoount in the determination
-of the rate and the definition of the incidence of
any particular tax. Responsibility induces circum-
-spection and any provincial Government will think
twice before venturing on the imposition of a new
tax, which faot, when considered in conjunction with
the oonstitutional changes impanding, will tanfa-
mount to this, that no tax will be levied except with
the consent of the legislature and in contravention
of its vote. It will also necessitate the introduetion
-of the long-deferred reform by which Land Revenue
taxation should be reduced to a statutory basis—a re-
form which will go & long way towards placing
the agriculturists in the sorry position of being sub-
Jeot to execubive whims in the matter of havingto
pay enbanced taxes on land at every periodical set-
+tlement, - If, as has been stated mbove, agricultural
incomes are brought into the scheme of income-taxa-
tion, a further cause of complaint on the part of the
-agrioulturists will have been removed and their posi-
tion considerably strengthened,
DISTRIBUTION OF CUSTOMS REVENUR,

So far as the question of the revenue from the
-oustoms duties is concerned, a complication is bound
to arise, in so far as the Native States lay ciaim to a
proportion .of their prooceeds. There is, however,
-some just oause for grievance for the Native States,
which are deprived of their proper share of the
‘Customs Revenue, which is all appropriated by the

~Government of India, notwithstanding the fact that
the people of the former conmtribute - & substantial
quota to it. The system of collecting customs duties
st the Britich Indian ports and the absence of any
-satisfactory machinery to estimate the proportion of
‘the goods consumed by the people in either the states
-or British India and to determine therefore the share
of the contribution of either, are the fundamental
factors of the situation whioh cannot be ignored in
-congidering the point at issue. There are also other
faotors no less important which are advanced from
the side of the Government of India, &s, for example,
the plea that the Government of India is defending
‘the Native States from outside enoroachment aud
dooking after their foreign affuirg, such as they are,
and is, therofore, entitled to rscompanse itself by the

wholesale appropriation of the Cusioms Revenue and
is justified in refusing any participation in it by the
Native States to their own favour. A solution to the
problem has to be found : and no solution is capable
of recommending itself for acoeptance exceptthat
of instituting a Customs TUnion whioh will
divide the proceeds of the Customs Revenue on the
basis of the figures of consumption of the wvarious
articles on which duties have been levied. '

- MILITARY EXPENDITURE.

~ Sir Walter Layton has done well, in fact he did a
great gorvice to the cause of Indian finance, in point-
ing out that the Military expenditure in India isous of
all proportion to the economie position of the country
and its people and that it is the most diffoult and
insurmountabls obstacle in the way of larger funds
being spentupon essential social services like educa-
tion, ete. It isa severe indictment on the present
state of affairs, on the unfair distribution:of Govern~
ment resources to the various departments and on the
inadequacy of the financial arrangements of the
Government ,to promote the moral and material pro-
gross of the country, It has lent support to the old
complaint and contention of the Indian politi-
cians that the Ariny Department in India is an insur.
portable white elephant, which eannot be allowed fo
be fed ab its present cost. If the illiteracy prevailing
g0 widely in India, the existence of which has been
recognized by the Simon Commission itself, is to be
extenuated, if the low standard of ‘sanitation and
publio health which are such comman features of the
Indian village life are to be raised to the normal
civilizedlevel, if the bad and insufficient communica-
tion facilities are to be improved by a scheme of syste-
matic road development, and if the so many other
reforms so imperatively necessary for the advance-
ment of the psople are to besuccessfully accompli-
shed, it is necessary thet greater money should be
devoted to all these purposes and lesser money spent
on the Army Dapartment than it is being done to-dey.
If therofore a satisfactory solutior of the problem af
Military expenditure has to he discovered, it osn ba
found only in  the change so often pressed by
Indian opinion that the Army in India should be
limited oniy to the exigencies of the internal mili-
tary situation of India and to the necassity of maint-
aining internal peace and quelling disorder and tha t
the cost of the army stationed in Indis for Imparial
purposes must be borns by the British treasury alone.
The money so released may, with advantage, be
diverted to purposes more sonducive to national deve-
lopment, and Sir Walter Layton has shown with the
help of statistics how and in what direction economio
oan be effected. The Commission has, howevar, given
only a half-hearted approval to his recommendations 3
becnuse, while absolutely discountenancing any ex-
tension of the scheme of Indianization, it has reluct-
antly conoeded that the British HExchequer should be
charged with the cost of any expedition undertaken
for an Imperial purpose, in {which is included, asa
matter of course, the defence of the Frontier on the
north-west of India, in so for as it does not comwa
within the category of operations for wardiag off dan-
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ger to India and of operations for the maintenance
of internal security.
_ CONCLUBION,

Sir Walter Layton’s scheme of Finance for a Federal
India deserves careful consideration and constitutes
a bagis for the ordering of the .future financial rela-
tiong between the Central and the Provincial Govern-
ments on the one hand and the Central Government
and the Native States on the other. Buf the consti-
tutional structure recommended by the Simon Com-
mission on which he had based all his inancial pro-
posals is so gravely defective in some respects snd
80 seriously deficient in certain others, that, when
the time comes for modifying it in accordance with
‘Indian aspirations, as it necessarily must come when
the Round Table Conference meets in November next
some sort of & change will have to be effected in the
procedure suggested by Sir Walter Layton for the
administration of the Provincial Fund and in other
matters where financial matiers have a bearing on
constitutional matters and vice-versa, With this quali-
fication, Sir Walter Layton's proposals, both in their
historical and "analytical "and in their recommenda-
tory aspects will have to be approved as containing
& broad and sympathetic understanding of the Indian
Financial position and a c¢lear and firm grasp of the
fundamental principles on which it should be based.
He is against a clear-cut separation of the Central
and Provincial Financisl relations, for & clear-cut,
~ though gound in theory is diffienlt to achieve in pra-
ctice-and bound to prove futile in operation. Bat,
at the same time, he has stressed the necessity for a
definiteness in the allocation of the resources of
taxation and items of expenditure between the Cen-
tral and Provincial Governments in all these matters
where theoretically and practically such alloeation,
is feasible. .Above all, he has recogniged the great
need there is for larger and elastic sources of revenue
to the Provinces, for the reduction of military ex-
penditure to 48 erores of Rupees in another 10 years
which may possibly be further reduced if constitu-
tional changes in the army facilitate it, and for the
diversion of ail surplus funds acoumulating in the
hands of the Central exchequer to be utilized for the
nation-building departments in the Provineces.

C. V. HANUMANTA RAO.

THE PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION IN
INDIA. )

IVIL Disobedience has been in action in some
form or other for nearly four months. It is
possible that the boycott of foreign cloth may

have been fairly effective and newspaper reports do
indicate something of the real - position in regard to
British exports of cotton cloth to India, But Bombay
- alao has had difficulties of its own. And for the pre-
sent at any rate a large body of traders dealing in
foreign oloth has had to sacrifice a great deal. Picket-
ing hasbecome the order of the day not only in regard
to foreign oloth but also in regard to many other
matters inoluding the sohools and colleges. That we
are heading towards a mass move to do something is
olear. But what is not clear is our next constructive

step in constitution-making.

If the Sapru-Jayakar peace move fails it is
diffioult to estimate the difficulties that the country
muet be prepared to face in the course of the next fow
months, Mr. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri has been doing
wonderful work in England to explain the Indian
point of view and none could have done if better than
he with such a record of loyal and constructive work
behind him. When he says that the only thing to do
in to recognise Justice and nothing else he puts the

*Indian problem in a nuishell. But what is Justice ?

It is exactly to find out this mspect of the matter
that the Round Table Conference is necessary. It
does not matter where it is held provided the repre-
gsentatives who attend it are men of sound common-
sense and goodwill, Whether the Conference is held
or not Indis will have to decide some very diffioult
questions,

The essential question which is bound to be rais-
ed is the question of European interests in this coun-
try—commercial and otherswise. This is the crux of
the whole problem of Indian self-government. All
other questions -will be subordinated to this vital
question, The Nehru repert recognised this and want-
od to know what exactly British interests required in
India. In page 11 of the Report we read:—"As
regarde Europesn Commerce we cannot see why
men who have put great sums of money into India
should at all be nervous. It is inconceivable that
there oan be any diseriminating legislation againsk
any community doing business lawfully in Indis. If
however there are any special interests of European
commerce which require specisl treatment in the
future, it i only fair that in regard to the protection
of those interests Europeans should formulate their
proposals and we have no doubt that they will receive
proper consideration from those who are anxious for
a peaceful solution of the political problem.”

So far I am not aware that any specific proposals
have heer made by the British section of Indian
Commerce on the basis of a self-governing India.
The whole attitude has been how little powser can
with advantage be given to Indians in their own
country and not what safeguards would be
necessary for the British minority in a self-govern-
ing India. The angle of vision must change alto-
gother. The question whether India is fit for self-
government or not is an absurd question. Noone
with an iota of commonsense can pretend to anawer
this with any justice. It is ridiculous to suggest
that Parliament must do this and do that, Itisa
frand on commonsgense to suggest that a body of more
than 500 in one House of the Legislature would sif
downto think and fomulate any reasoned schems
for Indian self-government. In fact it must be done
by the fow who know the difficulties of the situation.
Parliament may vote one way or the otherbut it is
supremely absurd to say that Parliament as Parlia-~
ment oan do anything constructive.

The British commercial community must be
realising now how illusory is the protection of the
Law in regard to the development of trade and that
the best insurance for success is the goodwill of the
people who’call India their home. If unfortunately
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‘the clvil dischedionce movement is allowed to go on,

“there can be no doubt that both Indian and British
commerce would suffer terribly. The only reason-
ablo course for European Commerce in India and
England is to take courage in both hands and agree
on reasonable safeguards which political India may
be in a position to give without serious loss to
Indja.

As rogards the European services all that India
tan do is, as the Nehru Committee put it:

“In respect of the emoluments, allowances and
pensions they would be entitled to on the establish-
ment of the Commonweanlth we have provided a
statutory guarantes. But the entire question of the
source and method of recruitment of the Services:
theirealaries and pensions will require re-examina-
tion in the light of the new political conditions
cronted under the new constitution,” '

This is inevitable and it is the inslienable right
of any constitution that has real powers and there is
no good worrying about thess details now. The
* acid test now is: Will England trust a self-governing
India ? Will India be of assistance to England if she
. be a Dominion ?

An honest exchange of ideas may oclear many
suspicions and difficulties. Why not begin now ?

8.V. A

Reviews,

CHRIST AND. SATYAGRAHA.
CHRIST AND SATYAGRAHA. By SwauI

SATYANANDA. (VERRIER ELWIN.)( Rev. B.
Bhakare, GowaliaTank Road, Bombay. ) 49pp,

THIS little book is a reprint of an address delivered
in Bombay to the members of the newly formed
Christian Nationalist party. Its general attitude
may be gathered from its dedication “To all my
iriends in Jail"”, though the author carefully absolves
the Christa Seva Sangha, of which he ig the acting
head, from any responsibility for his views,

The book is attractively and vigorously wri
though from the literary point of vgew it yis rfiflg:;
‘heavily laden with quotations ; it shows a wide know-
ledge of the Church Fablure, early, medimval and
Elizabethan, though not perhaps squal acquaintanoce
with modern political theorists. The argument of the
book proceeds to establish the view that the right of
. disobeying the State on the ground of oconsoience is
not denied by Christ and is supported by the domi-
nant Church tradition. This fills pages 1-41; then
seven contingencies for disobedience, all of them
both vague and wide are laid down together with
three additions contributed by the Rev. J.J. Holmes
The conclusion arrived at in pages 1-41, that the
state has no unrestricted claim on the obadience of
the ths_tlan and may be restrioted in certain contine
genoies, 18 one to which all sohools of political
thought .ex.oept the German Absolutists and bslievers
in the Divine Right would subscribe. The essential
point today however, is not “May the State be dis-
obeyed," but "when and to what extent should it be
disobeyed.” But the discussion of precisely this
point has been omitted. What should have been the
-core of the leoture should have come at the top of
p. 41. Instead seven conditions of disobedisnce are
snumerated which are apparently considered so

obvious as not to require any further justification.
The seven conditions have mno logiecal connection
with the preceding argument; they seem to have
been clearly composed with an eye to the present
Government and the present situation. Each one of
them, it need hardly be said, can be applied to the
present Government, but what is more, one or more
apply to all governments. If these conditions are
valid, world satyagreha is the only possible remedy.
For instance, what government does not “impose
burdensome laws” { No. 2 } in the opinion of some of
it subjects or does nobt resort to “unnecessary
violence in maintaining itself”? In what country
is “discord” never “ancouraged by the arrogance of
its offioials” ( No.3 )? All Governments whose army

. expenzes  excaed their educational, or who draw

ravenue from the liquor traffie (No, 4), stand condem-

ned. No. 6 institutes a sort of Polish “Tiberlum veto™

by requiring the approval of “the whole people” for

all laws and ordinances, The path of a statesman.
compelled to avoid all these pitfalls on pain of

civil disobedience would be a thorny one indeed.

- Swami Satyanand confines himself to showing
that when the state is wrong the Christian citizens
may disobey it. But the case is not really so simple
as that, First, passive disobedience, or refusal to
obey a definite command on the ground of conscience,
must be distinguished from active disobedience or
deliberats defiance of the State based on some general
ground as the seven points given above. Both.
elements of course exist in the present situation, but
they should be differentiated. Then the direction in
whioh the state is moving towards the satisfaction
of the needs of its members should be considered. Is
any state which does not satisfy all the needs of
everyone to be disobeyed? or does progression
give a title to obedience. Finally, expediency aa
well as right must be considered. The -state may
have no moral claim on me, but will my disobedience
of it make things better or worse? The Russian
State, both Tzarist and Bolshevik, had 1little moral
claim on most of its members, but not all Russians
thought it worth while to disobey it.

The subject is so important that we will yenture
gome remarks on the earlier part of the lecture. -The
dismissal of thesayings of Christ which seem to poink
to passive obedience seems & little perfunctory.
Soientific oriticism is of courseessential but it should
be applied with great caution to ethical statements
as opposed to historioal or textual points. If the theo-
logian can “interpret” at will the words of Christ to
suit his thesis, what are we to say to the profane
person who does likewise in another senge ? Again, in
dashirg with St. Paul, the writer seems to make
him support authority as a measure of expediency
because it was profitable to the Christians at the
moment rather than because it was right and as part
of a policy of coneciliation. Yet inthe passage referred
to { p. 20-21 ) St. Paul inoulcates obedience as a duty.
Such an explanation would show 8t. Paul in a
diringenuous light which would not be very oredi-
table to his moral sense. At the end we note that
the writer base all satyagraha onlove and condemna
all forms of social boycott.

But it does not seem to us that the case for
passive obedience is made out from the New Testa-
ment. The modern conception of the state did not
then exist, and government was simply an order-
issuing machine. To the non-Romans of the empire
all obedience to the state was a matter of expediency
only. It seems clear that Christ on the one hand
was quite prepared to disobey suthority onthe ground
of conscience { He defied the Jewish Hierarchy
whose moral claim to cbedience He recognised.) and
on the other did not regard it as His immediate work,
to lead the political rebellion (against a govern
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ment which had no moral claim to obedience ). So we
have acts like His refusal of political leadership, and
seyings like “Resist not him that is evil,” and “My
kingdom is not of this world ; if my kingdom were
of this world then would my servants fight”. His
primary business was the preaching of & new -world-
view, but this does not settle the question for His
followers. To me it seems that all that is needed for
modern conditions is contained in the words “Render
unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s and unto
God the thingas which are God’s.” This exactly fits
the modern conception of sovereignty over a limited
field and leaves the individual free to decide what
duties he owes to each,

Though we disagree with much, the book is
earnest and stimulating. We admire the courage and
gincerity of its spirit, while we regret the looseness
of some of its thought.

T. G. P. SPEAR.

ST. AUGUSTINE.

ST. AUGUSTINE. A STUDY IN HIS PER-
SONAL RELIGION, By ELEANOR McDoU-
GALL. (Student Christian Movement Press,
London, ) 1929, 19 em. 125 p. 3/6.

ON Aug. 28th, the Christian Church celebrates the
15th centenary of one who was perhaps her greatest
thinker ; and it ie therefore appropriate that this
week we should notice this book which is the
first of a series of biographies known as The
Bhakias of the World, which we owe to the
initiative of Dr. A. J, Appasamy and the
Christian Literature Society. The C.I1.. 8., which is
rapidly establishing itself as the most progressive
and liberal of all Christian publishers in the East, is
to be congratulated on its enterprice. It has given us
& book, now in a London edition, which.has been
welcomed by thinkers and students of religion far be-
yond the frontiers of the Christian Church. Miss
McDougall is, of course, happy in her subject. St.
Augustine is the most significant figure in Western
Christendom. In him theology becamo a living ex-
perience, and was re-issued as a living theology. St.
Augustine is one of the universal characters, an ec-
clesiastical Shakespears. “He is not so much an
Imitator, as an instrument, of Nature; and "tis not so
just to say that he speakes from her, as that she
speake through him” He has & message for every-
body and for every generation. He has a great desl
to say on national and racial questions. ‘“He isone
of the firat explorers of the human soul and the great-
est expert among the Christian Fathersin the personal
religious life of the individual. As the writer of the
first spiritual autobiography and a psychologist of
the highest order he has opened up new paths for the
student of human nature, As a philosopher of great
metaphysical subtlety he is the delight of those who
sharpen thought to & vanishing point of acuteness.
As a teacher and exponent of Christian theclogy he is
a master builder of doctrine second only to St. Paul
bhimself.” Countless thousands have found in him s
guide and a brother, in whose “great nature and in-
tense experience they have seen their own spiritual
struggles and aspirations transfigured, and from his
salvation they gather hope of their own,”

Aurelius Augustinus was born in Africa, the
once fertile home of theologians, in 354. IHis father
was not & Christian, but bis mother was, and hers
was vltimetely the decisive influence of his life. At
the university, Augustine outstripped all competi-
tors. He was appointed to a State Professorship in
Rhetorio. The story of his early manhood, the "caul-

dron of his unholy loves” and the proud ambition

3 hat poesessed him, is told with great artistic deli-

caoy in his Conmfessons. “Only those capable of
life are also capable of God; only those capable
of romance are capable of holiness.” Augus-
tine, at this time, possessed the adventurous
and unmanageable temperament of an emberyo
saint, At Milan, he fell under the influence
of Ambrose and learnt that it was not impossible for
& man of commanding intellect to be a Christian. He
was baptised in 387 at the age of 33, returned to
Africa, gave away all his money to the poor, and
founded a sort of ashram. Twelve years Iater, he
was made Bishop of an obscure African eee, from
which his influence extended over the whole Roman
Empire. When Rome was captured by the Goths,
his greatest book, The City of God, strengthened the
faith of the defeated. His own city was also begeig-
ed by the Vandals, and shortly before its capture in
430, he died.

Miss McDougall has presented St. Augustine as
a typical bhakta. She does not attempt to illustrate
his experiences from those of the Indian saints, nor
does she use the analysis of bhakti which was popu-
Iarised by Chaitanya’'s followers or by Sridhara. St.
Augustine’s bhakti is founded on the famous sentence:
“Thou hast made us for Thyself, and our hearts are
restless till they find rest in Thee.” God is the seeker
after man, “Thou wert with me before I was with
Thee,” but He has no favourites, for since God is
wholly everywhere, there is neither more por less
in a love which is infinite and timeless. Like many
bhaktae, St.Augustine was & penitent : narrow was
the mansion of his soul, ruinoue, unclean, *“Too late
have I loved Thee, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new,
too late have I loved thee. .And behold Thou wert
within, and I abroad, and there I searched for Thee.”
Yet St. Augustine’s religion is full of & severe joy..
“There is a joy which is not given to those who
know not God, but to those who love Thee for Thine
own sake, whose joy Thou Thyself art. ‘And this is
the happy life to rejoice to Thee, of Thee, for Thee,”"
Most striking of all is his devotion to truth, sn ideal
of which the Prisoner of Yerawda hag recently remind--
ed us. “O-Truth, Truth,” he exclaims, “how inwardly
did my soul pant after Thee,” “Where I found truth,.
there found I my God, the Truth itself.” “Thou art
the God of the mind, the unchangeable and true
Eternity of Truth above my changeable mind.” “A
happy life is loved, which is nothing else but joying
in the truth.”

Some of the passages from the pen of 5t. Augus-
tine are among the noblest prose in the literafure of
the world; many of his phrases and much of his
thought are worked into the outlook of thousands
who have never heard his name; he is one of the
supreme mystics, thinkers, saints of the human race.

‘ H. V. ELWIN.

THE ATR WAY.
THE WORLD, THE AIR ANDTHE FUTURE.
By CHARLES DENNISTOUN BURNEY. ( Knopf,
London, ) 1929, 22cm. 356 p. 21/—

THIS remarkably courageous bock is in a consider-
able degree a confession of error. Asis well-known,
Commander Burney has played in England the part
that Count Zeppelin played in Germany ; that is to
say, he has been the leading champion of the lighter-
than-air craft, the airship depending from a gas-filled
enevlope, as the principal means of air transport in
the future, rather than the heavier-than-air machines,
the aeroplane, and the seaplane or flying boat, which
depend entirely upon their engine speed to maintain
themgeelves in the air. Seven years’ experience
on the construction of the R 100 and R 101 has con-
vinced the Commander that airship enthusiasts were
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-oversanguine, He still clings to the hope that by
an entirely new degign for an elliptical ship and by
entirely new methods of mooring and handling, the
airship may yet become a8 commercial proposition
and actually for years carry the bulk of the air
traffic of the long distance lines of the northern and
southern Atlantic, and the Pacific, and the East. This
may be 80, but Commander Burney clearly proves that
the main thing that the British Government has
gnined for the two million pounds it has spent since
1924 is experience. Harecords the opinion that the
mooring masts set up at Montreal, Ismailia, and

Karachi, and the huge shed at Karachi, may never

be used except as emergency stations,

Apart from the illuminating and candid
<xamination in a way which the genera] - reader
-can  undersiand, of the techniosl possibilities
-of lighter and heavier-than-air craft, the book has &

wider interest of a political kind, Commander
Burney has unbounded faith in the British Common-
wealth of Nations, and he beljeves that in aviation
1ies the key to its future. Love of the air and power
in the air are to do for the coming generations what
love of the sea, and sea powar, did for the genarations
that began with the Elizabsthans and has continued
until today. *The air, in his vision, will give a new
lease of life fo the pioneering spirit, revive the urge
for migration, relieve the pressure of population in
Great Britain, and bring immense prosperity to the
oversess dominions. The centre of gravity will shift
from the old country to the dominions, bus* there
will be no more talk of severance of ties for the fars
thest corner of Empire will be within a week’s
Journey of the Mother-country and within s fort-
night's reply to correspondence.”

He groups his arguments under three headings:-
Redxstr;butlon of population, Commercial gnd
economio expansion, and Imperial sentiment and
-cultural unity. But it must be said that he never

- -once gats to grips with the ocentral and tremendous

roblem of India as & Dominion, Aviation,

I he
will help to keep alive in every corner ofS a.tyhs;

Empire .the consciousneas that the Britisk Common.
wealth is & family of nations from one stock and
working towards a common ideal,” '

It is true that Mr, Baldwin in a speech
idealism in the Houss of Commons l-l.:st Noﬁklﬁg
did emphasize the theory that the people of Indis
and the British paople descend originally from one
stook, and he traced the mysterious working of a
Divine plan in the fact that after tremendous migra-
tione the western branch should mest its brothers in
India, there to engage with them upon a common
task. But it is straining ordinary language to
speak of the tie which would bind Indis to the
British Commonwealth of Nations as s blood tie
and indesd It is clear from other passages that the
Commander is really thinking of & white Common-
‘wealth based on Anglo-Saxon culture, and he has
disposed of the Indian problem very simply,—~by
omitting to deal with it, It may be that the gift
of faith whioh he olearly possesses leads him to
“assume thsb_o_ther Englishmen and Indiang who
-cherish the vision of a Commonwsalth of N ations in
‘which India will play a glorious part, will soma«
‘how find a way to bring it to pass. If it is o be
!)rou_ght to pass—as the present writer believes that
it will—the obstacles of race and language have to ba
“faged and not glossed over, and somehow & utnion of
‘hearts achieved by a consciousnass of mutual sym-
ipathy and interdspendence and a oultura] exchanga,

A M.

WOMEN’S EDUCATION.

CIENTIFIC BAS!S OF WOMEN'S EDUCA
TION., By G. M. CHIPLUNEAR,

THE late  Prof. G. M. Chiplunkar of the Indian.
Women's University. was, as some of our readers
must still be remembering, very busy with hia favoy-
rite work on woman's education during his last seri-
ous illness. It is really a great pity that the author
of the book could nof see- his work published in his
life-time. That work has now been published by
the author's friend, Prof. 8. B. Hudlikar of Poona, It
hss been neaily and handsomely printed and priced
very moderately at rupees three only. ‘The present
work is the first and the only treatise on the
subjeot, and it is sure to be of great assistance to the
Indian educationists busy with the various problems
of female education. It is also bound to prove o be
highly interesting and thought-provoking to sven an
ordinary reader who takes some interest in the edu-
eation of his sisters, ’

This work has been rightly dediocated to Lady -
Thackersey, widow of the late Sir Vithaldas
Thackersey, a generous helper of female education in
WesternIndia, Lady Thackersey contributes in Guje-
rati a brief note on the author and his work. It is
followed by a Foreword by H. H. the Rani Saheb of
Sangli. Dr. Meyrick Booth writes:a suitable introduc-
tion to the book followed by a ghort, but appropriate,
appreciation by Mrs. Rosalie Acasan. The author
has also something to say by way of introduction to
his work. “ In this book,” =says he “I have
made an attempt to point out the right metheds of
women's education and the adaptations necessary to
secure its rapid national development. This question
of Indian Women's Education must be considered
from a national point of view which aspact adds to
its intricacy. I have made every altempt o make
this book a source material for educationists. I hava
tried to explain before the readers some psychologi-
cal, biological and sociclogical facts in order to prove
the necessity of starting and maintaining an indepen-
dent University for Women. ™ o

The work .is divided Into two msin parts, the
firgt dealing with the nature of woman and woman’s
education in general. This part consists of six chap-
ters dealing with the nature of woman, weman's
eduoation from the medical standpoint, the socisl
results of the higher education for women in tae
Woest, economie independenoce, the Great Unmarried,
and the future of Western Civilizatior. About fifty
pages are devoted to the treatment of this part which
may aptly be gaid to bs a general introduction to the
main theme of the work ftreated in extenso in the
subsequent part. Thesecond and really the more impor-
tant part of the work is divided into fourteen chapters
extending over two hundred pages. Hoere the author
discusses some fundamental principles and questions
about woman's education and fouches such points as
sex equality, the theory of sfirain, meadical opinion
about woman's education, the doctrine of individual
freedom in marriage and occupations and co-eduea-~
tion. Then follow the ideals of education and ths
male system of female education, In tha male systam
of female eduoation, the author forcefully points out,
physical exercise is totally neglected, the status of
domastio science is not recognised, tha aesthetic side
is entirely undeveloped, and the competitive prinei-
ple in it leads to overstrain. This system again is
too rigid, burdensome and too asademic; and the use
of foreign medium is nof only unnaturs] but is a
groat obstacle to the rapid progress of woman's
education in India, We now come to very interest-
ing chapters on the education for the home, family
adjustments, woman's work outside the home, the
dangers of oelibate oarecrs, self-determination for
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women and ideal educational conditions. Prof.
Chiplunkar then turns his attention to domestic sei-
ence and devotes two long and very informing cha-
pters to the discussion of the various courses in
Home Economics. In the last but two chapters the
suthor gives & general cutline of women’s education
and reproduces under the heading “a plea for an In-
dependent University for women " Prof, D, K, Karve's
locture recently delivered in England, Lady Simon
presiding. The concluding chapter briefly discusses
the present condition of women’s education in India.

Various tables are added as sappendices
which- are in-‘themselves very useful, intereat-
ing and of great value to the workers in the field of
women's education, The book is indexed at the end
and a highly useful chart is added which explains
the general outline of women’s education already
dealt with in the preceding chapters of the work., A
oareful study of this work is bound to be of great
practioal value to those who are actually busy with
the education of women in India and who are con-
nected with and are conducting various educationsal
institutions for Indian women, We strongly re-
commend this book to all the friends of women’s
education in India and specially invite the Senators
of the Indian Women's University to give their
careful attention to the various questions and their
solutions dealt with at length in his
by the late lamented and distinguished author.
‘Lastly, we take this oportunity to bring this book to
$he notice of the Fellows of the various Indian
Univergities and we fervently hope that they will
try to introduce alternative courses for women
students in their universities on the lines suggested
by Prof, Chiplunkar. ‘

T. R. GADRE.

Wiscellameons.,

MR. A. V. THAKKAR'S DEFENCE
STATEMENT.

KAIRA, 18th AUgusT 1930

Mr. A. V. THARKAR of the Servants of Indic Society

put in the following defence statement on the 15th instant

befor ex M Yusafil Patel, Sub-District Magistrate, Kaira, ro-

garding the charge of picketing and incitement to picketing at
Mehemadabad on fnd instent,

« Ag T had rveceived reports that Satyagrahi picketers |

were beaten, ill-treated, abused and starved by the Police
Sub-Inspector and his men st Mehemadabad, I proceeded to
that town and stationed myself on the public road under a
tree about 80 feet from the liquor shop to observe if the pioke-
ters were beaten then on that day as reported. Three Polioe-
men and some Excite men wete Seated in front of the hedge
surrounding the shop. As soon as the piocketers came from
the town and posted themselves in feont of the entrance in
the hedge surrounding the liquor shop they were arrested and
removed by the Policemen within a minute or so. Eight or
nine picketers were thus arrested between 12 npoon
and 3 P. M. None of them obstraoted or even spoke
to any people that frequented the liquor shop. Oa
the other hand, soma drinkers were freely going in and
out of the shop. The story given by the Sub-Inspeotor of
Excise that he was present at the shop during these hours
is a falsehocd. Similarly the story of the Sub-Inspector of
Police that he was on the spot from 12-0 to 12-15 is equally
untrue. The story of Policemau Abdulla that the picketers
brought the drinkere to me and that they and I persuaded
them not to drink is equally false. -

work §

Ehan Saheb Dadoobhai, retired Inspector of Police, vinit-
ed me during the interval and I had a talk with him about the
Police jllegalitios and ill-treatment of picketers for days.
past.

At gbout 3 P. ¥, the Sub-Inspector of Police and Exoise
came to me with a party of Police men to arrest me and a
companion and also two Congress workers who oame there
about five minutes previously to see things for themselves.
We all four wore arrested and put in the lock-up. After about
an hour we were there, the eight or nine picketers who were
arrested in the course of the day were oonfined in the same ocell
with myself and in the adjoining one and several of them re-
lated to me the details of beatings and abuse they had receiv-
ed while they were undet detention in the Sub-Inspector’s
office. This confirmed my suspicion of the beating of the
large number of picketers on the three previous days.

The charge of picketing and of inciting othdfs te picket
framed against me is false, my only purposa in visiting the
place being the investigation into and observation of the-
ill-treatment of the picketers.”
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