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Red Revolution,

MR, GANDHI sas expressed his deep pain et the
happenings at Chittagong, where a band of some
hundred insurgents, fully equipped with modern
arms and revolvers, raided the railway and police
armouries, burnt the telephone exchange, out the
telegraph wires, gutted the armouries and shot dead
soven men., A train was derailed by the removal of
fishplates, The Viceroy at once promulgated an
Ordinance restoring to the Government of Bengal
the powers that they surrendered recently by which
they oconld detain people without trial. The
Chittagong affair is even more serious than the
disordera that ocoured in Caleutia and Karachi.
But Mr, Gandhi is unrepentent : he does not propose
to drop his campaign. He took responsibility for
Chauri Chaura but Chittagong he will pazs by with
averted faoce, If the country is imbibihg the
Mahetma's oreed of non-violence in some meastre,
the Mahatma himgelf is becoming more and inore
callous to violence,

*

#* »
Mr. Aney goes over.

THE Berar Responsivists under the presidéncy
of Mr. M. S. Aney have decided to throw i theit
lot with the Mahatma and to enlisé under the banner
of -oivil disobedience, hoyoott, and picketting.
. If reason had Anything ¥o do With #heir donver
" sion, they have taken quite & long timhe

toseo it ' Wefear however that they have taken
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mate politician,
* % *
“ Heading for Aharchy”.

THE “ Hindu® has chosen to misunderstend the
point that Dr. Annie Besant made in her article
“ Heading for Anarchy ” in“ New India.” Certainly
the * Hindu ” cannot be unaware at this time of the
day that Mr. Gandhi's opposition to the salt tax was
not inspired by his repugnance to that partioular

tax. Since he arrived in India from South Afrioa

until the other day he obeyed the law, and never
made it the basis of & quarrel with thée Government.
The Mahatma made up his mind to destroy
the present QGovernment in the first instance;
and by an unhappy process of reasoning came to the
oconolusion that the (overnment.could be injured
only by injuring the people’s réspect for law; ahd
having decided on civil disobadience he gave weocks

" of earnest thought to select the particular law to be

broken., He chose the salt law, for tactioal reasons,
merely to exploit the mass psychelogy the more
effectively. If the breaking of ancther law paid him
better, he would have ohosen it in preference to the
salt law. There is all difference in the world bet-
ween passive resistance of laws dieagreeable to one’s
conspience and the Mahatma's present oampaign.
Pacifists and anti-vacoinationiste and others of tha
type objected to particulat laws and disobeyed them,
but took care not te lower the prestige of iaw or res-
peot for itk Mr. Gandhi hiroself followed that policy
in South Africa : hé objected fo ceitain laws, and dis-
obéyoed them, bii€ did ndt nim at subvarting the South
Africai Government of at inculoating disrespect for

[ 1sw.. In his presoitt oampaign the expleitation of the
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people’s grievences has far other aims than their red-
ress ; and that is where the movement is fraught with
great mischief. Already some people are talking of
disobeying the forest laws ; some have embarked on
the breach of the Sarda Act: Mr. M. 8. Aney finding
it difficult o attack the salt law in Berar is engaged
in the search for anocther law to defy it is a general
movement for breaking of laws that is being
preached, not the redress of particular grievances. Mr.
Gandhi has identified respect for law with the
prostige of the present Government, and if he must
break down the latter he must blow up the former

too.
* * .

Indian Muslims and Palestine,

SINCE the Balfour Declaration, however well-
meant it might have been, has proved to be a great
stumbling block to peaceful life in Palestine, it be-
hoves His Majesty’s (tovernment to review the whole
situation and reshape their policy in that “home of
‘the Jews.” The Commission appointed to inquire in-
to the riote has frankly stated that until some form
of democratic government is established non-Jewish
interests should have some outlet for the expression of
their views. Considering the way in which Muslim
interests are sacrificed in Palestine it is . not surpris-
ing that an All-India Muslim Conference should
have been called in India to protest against the pre-
sent policy and to set forth the Muslim demands,
The Conference met in Bombay on Saturday night
and was presided over by Maulvi Mahamad Yakub,
Deputy President of the Assembly. Maulvi Maha-
mud Yakub af the outset showed the utter abesurdity
-of the plan of eettling the whole Jewish nation in a
small country which had already a large population
with civil and religious rights. In ‘his opinion the
<hief objection of the Arabs is not inspired by racial
or religious fecling but had an economic and legal
basis. And he said that the Arab will resist the
dream of a Jewish conquest to jthe end. His recom-
mendations for establishing better relations between

the Jews and Arabs are the establishment of a demo-’

oratic government representing all the communities
proportionately, the abandonment of an administra-
tive policy directed solely to the establishment of a
Jewish National Home, political and economic equa-
lity to all races and creeds .and the administration of
all sacred places in & way to assure freedom of
worship for all communities. We do not see however
why the Muslim Conference in one of the resolutions
should have raised an objection to the appointment
of a Commission of Enquiry to discuss the question
of the Wailing Wall through the good affices of the
League of Nations, If the Commission is interna-
tional its decison ought to be welcomed by every one
ooncerned. The Conference made it clear that the
Muslims cannot tolerate any changes in the status
quo before the War in connsction with the adminis-

tration of their holy places.
* * %*

Transvaal Congress Statement,

THE Transvaal Indian Congress has published a
statement prepared for presentation to the  Select
Committee of the Union Parliament recently con-

stituted to consider the licensing question in the.

Transvaal. Aocording to the information ocollected
- by the Oongress, thers ara 36 wholesale merchants of
more than ten years standing whose aggregate eapi-
tal amounts to something like £.3,000,000. Retailers
inthe City of Johnnesburg number some 800, with an
approximate capital £320,000. Besides, there are

some 73 retailers in the Proclaimed Area. The Con-,

gress, however, dooe not indicate in its statement
how many of these are now really threatened not-
withstanding the protection afforded by the law of

1919 to al} vestad interests as on the st of May, 1919,
It cannot be that all these traders are now in danger,

The principle point urged in the statement is
that at no time since the earliest anti-Indian legisla-
tion was passed in the Transvaal<dn 1885 was there
ever any intention of limiting the freedom of Indians
in the matter of trade: the restrictions on Indians
waere limited to residence and for sanitary reasons
only. Indians were allowed to acquire trading
rights even in prohibited areas without let or hin-
drance, But_whatever be the legal position or the
practice in vogue, the moral considerations are today
greatly in favour of Indians. The genesis of anti-
Asiatio laws in the Transvaal was the feeling that
Indians were alien coolies with habita repugnant to
the sanitary tastes of the Boers. Now that over 80
per cent. of the Indians in South Africa were born in
the Union, and that their habits and modes of life
have greatly changed since 1885, and that they now
approximate to the European standards, the bottom
is knooked oul of the old grounds for even residential
segregation of Indians, On the jtop of it all, stands
the Union Governmeni's undertaking to uplift the
permanent Indian population in the Union, Itis
futile as it is unworthy to go back to the past to
search out the infringements of the old repressive
laws, and to restore to its prestine severity and
ruthlessness the old repressive policy, particularly
when such justification as it had then has now ceased
to operate. Every new step must now be judged by
the policy underlying the uplift policy in the Cape
Town Agreement. .

* * *

The Triplicane Cooperative Society's Jubilee.

"WE have.just received the Souvenir of the
Triplicane Urban Cooperative Society’s silver jubiles
colebrated in January of this year. The Society has
been one of the most prominent pioneers of the
Cooperative movement in Madras and this cezlebra~
tion marks an important event in the history of that
movement, The number of members to-day is
nearly six thousand and the total sales amount to
nearly 11 lakhs; the deposits amouunt to nearly 2
lakhs and the Reserve Fund is Rs. 84,000, Be-
gides this fund there is a Common Good Fund which
is utilized for opening reading rooms, starting a
laundry and organising a piece-goods department.
The organizers of the Society have kept it free from
the influence of Government control and the respon-
sibility of its management entirely devolves upon
non-officials and they pray that the Society in future
may be guided by the moito “Festina Lente”. The
Souvenir contains a nunber of excellent articles on
the various aspeots of the Cooperative movement in
India as well as elsewhera. His Excellency the
Governor of Madras presided on the first day of the
juibiles celebrations and laid the foundation stone .of
the Silver Jubilee Hall of the Society which will
provide ample godown accommaodation and & meeting
hall. It is significant that messages have been
received from various foreign Cooperative unions and
associations congratulating the Triplicane Society
upon the position it holds as the premier society on
cooperative lines in India. The . Natianal Guild of
Cooperators of Manchester say in their message “when
the people of every nation have learned to control
the business side of supplying.their own ocommon
needs the pathway will be open to that common
ground where the peoples of the world will meet on
terms of real squality”. Another cooperative guild’
in London in its message advises Indian people to
support the co-operative movement in India asa bul-;
work against the system of private vested interests;,
thelast phrase is really significant. . Mr. J, Gray,
Labour - Commissioner, and formerly Registrar of
Co-operative Societies, Madras, testifies to the Society
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being the most successful of its kind in India and
ways that its long onreer of unbroken progress has
attracted the attention and emulation of :
throughout India, Mr. H. L. Kaji hopes that thq
Triplicane Society will stimulate the consumners
movement in other parts of India. -

B » L}

Baroda Administration. .

THE Baroda Administration Report for 1928-29
displays & commendsble amount of activity in what
are oalled nstion-building departments and the
stimulus for reform is noticeable in all spheres of
social life by state-action. One important piece of
legisiation of the year is the Infant- Marriage
Provention Amendment Aot passed in order or
snforce strictly the provisions of the original Act;
it declares marriages in which either the bride ot
bridegroom is less than 8 years old to be void unless
the Court grants exemption in certain cases in which
the interests of the girls themeelves require the per-
formance of marriage. In addition, persons bringing
about such marriages and those abetting them sre
made liable to punishment up to one month’s im-
prisoment or a fine of five hundred rupees, It is a
shame that the number of marriages below the legal
age is still one third of the total number of marriages.
A Record of Rights Bill on the British model is
published for public oriticism snd opinion. The
expenditure on the maintenance of the’Army appears
to us moderate, amounting to Rs. 23.13 lakhs.
It is creditable that the percentage of literates among
the police has risen from 59.8 to 614; it is equally
creditable that although the income of the State is
20 p. . a8 compared with that of the Bombay Presi-
dency it manages an efficient police department with
an expenditure of 7 per cent. of that incurred by the
‘latter, We are glad to note that the State hag insu-
gurated intensive socio-economio studies of villages
in order to study the different aspects of rural life;
so far nine studies have been completed and they
.will -be published for general information.

_There is not & word in the Report about working for
Prohibition or about propaganda in favour of tem-
perance ; this isin our opinion a rerfous lscuna
which ought to be filled up. The Local Bosrds have
a substantial income of Rs. 47 lakhs and have gpent
as much a8 Rs. 6 lakhs on ocivil works; we do not
see however why the Subas or Collectors should con-
tinue to be the presidents of the district boards and

.would reccmmend to the State the sadoption of |

the principle of elected presidents prevaling in British
provinces. In spite of the good work done. by the
-agricultural farme we believe that the total sum of
Rs, 72,000 srent on theee is rather meagre and ought
to be augmented as finances permit; nothing can be
a greater blessing for an agricultural country tban
a well orgenized experimental farm, The cooperative
movement is progressing satisfactorily, the number
-of societies baving increased from 900 to 975 and the
~working cspital having incremsed by Rs. 15 Iakhs.
With regard to the storee required for State Rail-
‘ways we should like the Report to show how much
money was spent or Indian goods and - how much on
-foreign goods, Education as usual is the Sorte of
.the Baroda State and we find in the Report clear
signs of steady progress. The courses in the Kala~
bhavan have been moderniced and & more efficient
~system of practical instruction has been instituted ;
the Institute trained 456 pupils during the year under
report, as many as 173 coming from the rest Bombay
:Preqldel_xoy. Steps have been taken to link up this
institutlop with the industries of the  State and
_scholarships have been sanctioned to attract artisan
‘pupils, Asa result of the inquiry into the wastage
in primary education single teacher schools have

been eliminated either by amalgamation or the pro-
vision of additional teachers. The district and

. village libraries circulated ms many as 2 jakhs of

books during the year and the expenditure of the

 library department was Rs,1.12 lakha,

* * ‘I
Errigation in Bengal.

A BOOEKLETrecently issued as part of the “Desha-
bandhu Series " on current Indian problems contains
a scathing oriticiem of the Irrigation Department of
the provinoce of Bongal which “with its riotous career
has become bankrupt and burdened the poor tax-
payers with the payment of several lakhs of rupees
per year practically in perpetuity with no return
whatsoever,” The Author, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar,
after an exhaustive review of the schemes and works
during the last decade shows that -proper irrigation
works ocoupy quite & minor position in the activities
of the department. The account of the Grand Trunk
Canal given by Mr, Sarkar reveals that Bengsal .too
has its wild-goose chases corresponding to the Bom-
bay Development Scheme, A committee of inquiry
was appointed by the Bengal Government in the
epring of 1927 to enquire into the correctness of the
estimates of this scheme, and after two meetings the
Government suddenly decided to abandon the scheme
unceremoniously without even informing the Com-
mittee. Within & year however the scheme wag reviv-
ed on the recommendation of the Consulting Engineer
to the Government of India whose note, according to
Mr. Sarkar, was * a mere gramophone record ’ of the
original data and arguments of the Chief Engineer
of the department of irrigation, the origingl author of
the scheme. Mr. Sarkar is clearly of opinion that
the yield of 13-2 per cent on the capital of thig scheme,
estimated by the Chief Engineer, is a grand illusion,
The seriousness of the financial position is shown by
the fact that out of the important statutory liabilities
of the province amounting to nearly Rs. 17 lakhs,
irrigation alone accounts for nearly Rs. 16 lakhs,
Mr, Sarkar points out that, in spite of the recom-
mendation of the Linlithgow Commission to include
& foreign expert in s committee to make a general
survey of irrigation possibilities and to consider the
advisability of setting up & Waterways Board, the
Bengal Government have appointed one without such
an expert “ who will be familiar with the manage-
ment of the deltas of large rivers in other countries,
such as, for example, that of the Missiesippi.”™ Mr.
Sarkar’s opinion is that the principles of the Aet of
1926 paseed in the Union of South Africa to provide
for the establisbment of a permanent Irrigation Com-
mission should be applied to the requirements of
Bengal ; and be gives in an appendix the important
points in the recommendations of the Royal Com-
mission on Canals and Navigation of the United
Kingdom, which he thinks should inspire the corres-
ronding legislation in Bengal. According to him,
the Waterways Board should have power to raise
loans and should be an independent wunit like. the
Port Trust and should have executive authority in-
stead of being merely an advirory body Mr. Sarkar
remarks that Indianication of the department has not
only stagnated but there appears to have been a deli-
berate disregard of the policy and he apprehends
that for years to come the entire fabrio of the Irriga-
tion department will be supported by European
officers to the detriment of Indian talents. If all
that Mr. Sarkar says is true the department offers =&
woeful spectacle of hopeless inefficiency and wanton
disregard of finances, The total charge -for produc-
tive works is nearly Rs. 29 lakhs while that for un-
productive works is nearly Re. 7 crores for the simple
reason that navigation preponderstes over irrigation.

. L B 3 - :
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Articles,
SWADESHI, BOYCOTT AND PICKETTING.

E have not the least doubt that the “Hindu” wag

inspired with the best of intentions, by anxious

concern for the political future of the Servants
of, India Society when, in its issue of the 17th inst., it
administered & benevolent admonition to that body.
But we fear our contemporary was badly served
by ite special correspondent in Bombay. While it is
true that the Society strongly dissented from Mr.
Gandhi’s law-breaking movement, it is uttorly in-
correct and unfair to say that the Society *had decid-
ed not o join the Swadeshi movement as it is ‘being
hopelessly mixed up with extreme polltlos"’. The
“Hinda” and its special correspondent in Bombay
have done the Society grave injustice. in thus
traducing it.

The Society, we may repeat if that will belp the
*Hindu” to shake off its misconception, is. whole-
heartedly in favour of swadeshi, not only in the
matter of cloth but in other matters as well. We have
consistently pleaded for stimulation of Indian in-
dustries of all kinds and notof textiles only, for dis-
criminative protection and state-aid for them; we
have pleaded thatthe Government departments in
purchasing their stores should give preference to
Indian manufasctures even at a eaorifice in order
thereby they stimulate production in India. Indianisa-
tion of the services is another form of swadeshi for
which we have always agitated. It is just the reverse
of truth to represent us as against swadeshi.

‘What we are opposed to, at any rate for the pre-
sent, is boycott, not so much because of its political
implications as for its economic consequences, As
we have stated in a recent issup, boyocott of foreign
<loth inflicts a hardship on the poorer sections
of the people. If boycott succeeds, it will cause
‘scarcity of cloth, prices will go up, merchants will

profiteer, and the poor will be mulcted—until loca] |

production catches up with the demand snd in-
tornal oompetition brings down the prices. It is far
‘better to stimulate production first. If local mannu-
faotures are cheapar than foreign stuff, they will dis-
place foreign goods qven without propaganda. Japan

did not carry on a big emotional agitation in favour

of her goods in the Indian market, and yet shq was
able to compete with Indian mills and Lancashire
and ocapture the Indian market, If we are
opposed to boyoott of foreign oloth, it is not
because we are sagainst swadeshi, but because. it
will cause hardship to the poorer classes of
Indians, the infliction of which is not justified
in the present oircumstances. The Mahaima
realises this dangaer to the poor. In the last issue of
“Yaqung India” he says that boycott by. itsalf: is a
mischievous activity, and if: it succeeds, and the
millions of the poor discpver that they have no cloth
tq wear, of the clath they oan, gek in tap dear for, thair
Rurse they.will.qurse- the bpyaolt mowement. His
formula, therefore, is “discard foreign cloth and make

“your own khadi and wear it.”

It ocannoy, howq;r:m
be that the Mahatme means this literally : he cannoé
mean that a person ghould first diseard the foreign

- olothes on his person, and gtast makiag khadi for bia

‘own use and in the meapwhilsa zqmsin naked !

Foreign clothes can be discarded only when there are

- khadi clothesavailable :1ocal production must preceds

the abandoning of foreign stuff We would, there-
fore, emphasise local production, and we are confi-
dent that even without political hatreds and
emotional fireworks, swadeshi will prevail over
videshi, without injuring even the poorest among the
conSUmers. '

It is for similiar reasons that we regret that the
Mahatma has revived his plan of picketting. of tiquor
and foreign cloth shops, and has allocated thab
work to women. Wae sfrongly dieapprove of womgn
picketting. liquor shops, A drunkard thwarted in
his purpose sinks far below his own normal be-
havior, which is none too chivalrous and respectful
to women, and ugly incidents are sure to develop
whioch will inflame the people. It is an un-
kind act of the Mahatma to ask women to picket
liquor shops. Wa hope the Mahatma will vary his
advice and that women will chose other tasks,

Apart froln the agency employed for the purpose,
wefear picketting is in itself unwise and unfair. As far
as ligquor prohibition is concerned, itis open tous, if we
gsend our best men imto the provincial legislative
councils, to. bring about prohibition in & short time and
more effectively, It is true we have to find other
gources from which to replace;the drink revenue, and
that involves some sacrifica, But does the alternative
method of picketting save us from that sacrifice? We
can alzo by working the machinery of provincial
governments and legislatures stimulate the produc-
tion of Indian cloth, even of khaddar. Thereis a
larga number of Indians engaged in the liquor trade
and in.the foreign, cloth business ; they have invested
tong. of thair monies in the trades. If the picketting
succeeds, they will be put to great losses. If
public interest requires that these two trades should
cease, it is only fair that the traders affected should
be compensated. It will be fair if the stocks of
foreign oloth are bought up and adequate compensa~
tion paid to the dealers in liquor for the losses they
would sustain if they closed their business. But no
such proposal seems.afoot ; there.is no talk of raising
funds to buy up their interests and then totell them %o
chose professions other than the forbidden ones, It is
not even proposed to buy up liquor stocks and empty
them in the gutters, If will be more effective than
picketting, for there will be no ligquor to drink. The
objoect: of picketting is, we fancy, to eliminate these
two trades and but not to ruin those. who are already
engaged in them for no fault of theirs, Is it not- too
much to expect that the traders who haye, invested
large.sums of money in stocking foreign cloth will
now make 8 bonfira of their stocks and inyite finan-
cial ruin on themselwes? They will have no capital
loft to undertake a trade less gbjectionable to the
Mpahatma? It should not be anrprising if thew des-
candad tq, sl kinds of, tricks to defenf the honash
nicketters and buy up the, qthers.
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It has since been reported that the Mahatma ad-
mitted the justice of compensating the traders but
desired than to wait for the Swaraj Government to
come into being and to hope that that Governmient
would compensate them. The traders have cbvious-
1y not developed enough confidence in that prospeot.
The Mabatma and the Congress might attempt to
raise money by taxation or by loans for the purpose,
and that will incidentally be a measure of the oon-
fidence their promises inspire.

While picketting, if successful, involves the
spoilation of vested interests :without compensation,
it is not even an honest endeavonr to wean away peo-
ple from drink and foreign cloth. If that were the
object, picketting would never have been suspended
by the Mahatma after its first start fen yeazs ago.
Picketting would have been & normal feature
even as temperance societies are. Drink and
consumption of foreign cloth did not become
less objectionable during the interval, And as we
said above, the interests of prohibition and swadeshi
will be better served by legislative action than by
picketting. The latter is solely and purely meant to
embarass the Government : it is political through
and through without any admixture of motives
of social benevolence. It can succeed only in reduc-
ing Government revenue, and only a month -ago the
Government of India did not hesitate to increase the
taxation to the fune of some five crores ; they may do
it again. Picketting can only tuin our merchants;
it cannot save our people, nor sericusly hurt the Gov-
ernment,

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION.

N illustrated drochure has been issued by the In-
ternational Labour Office in commemoration of

the first decade of its work of bringing about a
newer oivilization and better social order. It
contains five articles by men intimately connec.
ted with the Governing Body of the Internationsal
Labour Office and the Central Office, Geneva who
are in & position to speak with authority ; and one is
impreesed, after reading them, with the remarkable
messure of puccess obtained by the I, L. O. in .realiz-
ing the ideals whioh it has placed before itself. The
purpose of the L L, Organization bas been explained
by Benator Fontaine as the improvement of the con-
ditions of labour by investigating actual conditions,
by bringing them to the notice of the public and by
embodying measures to remedy suffering and injustice
by a system of international conventions, The
collection of data hes been sucoesefully accomplish-
ed by I. L. Office and Senator Fontaine gives a high
mead of praise to M, A. Thomas and his collaborators
for their initiative, creative enthusiesm and
systematic activity, The Office now possesses a
body of information which is centralized and
is avaeileble for everybody including the govern-
mente, The Legislative series published by the
Office containa translations in English, French,
and German of the chief acts and regulations relatmg
$o working conditions in all countries of the world,
The preparatory documents for the Conferences are

of great interest and represent the result af consi-
derable labour. During the decade twenty nine
Draft Conventions have been  prepared and the
number of ratifications registered or authorised has
been 419 out of which Furope alone is responsible
for 357. Reviewing the whole progress of ratifica~
tions M. Fontaine thinks that the results obtained
are very onocouraging in view of the difficulties
inherent in any system of infernational legislation
and he points out that even when conventions are
not ratified they have a great moral effect by the
fixation of standards. He sums up by saying that
the first decade of the existence of I. L. O. has accom-
plished valuable work for social justice and peace,

" In the second article Signor Clivetti justifies the
representation of Governments by double the number
of members representing the groups of workera as well
aa of employers, since in his opinion it has secured
grester moral sanction to the decisions of the Confer~
ence by sllowing the Governments a position corres-
ponding to their responsibility. He agrees with those
members of the International Commission on Labour
Legisiation who held that it was not coercion $hat
wasa desired but rather “ knowledge of the facts. and
goodwill”. As regards conventions it was ultimately
decided that they must be submitted to. competent
suthorities but that there was o be no obligation to
oarry them out unless approved by them.. Signor
Olivetti believes that it is only the slow action of
persuasion and conviction that can overcome the
legitimate resistance and diffidence of the various
governments and he has no doubt that the I. L, Orga-
nisation has created a healthy ferment of scientifie
research, and legislative reform and has aroused a
general movement of social progress in every part
of the world. In spite of the fact that the initial
period of the I, L. Organization has coincided
with a time in which political passions have been
most vivid and the contrast between possibilities and
aspiration has been most acute he is convinced that
the work of the Office has been a source of beneficial
resulis in the field of social justice. It is quite true,
as Signor Olivetti says, that mere discussions bet-
ween olasses with opposing interests and between re-
presentatives of States with different conditions have
contributed o produce a wider, more completa and
more objective realisation of the reasons and re-
percussions of every social reform, Mr. Poulton asks
the question :—JIs the I, L. O. by fis fwork not only
in its annual conference but in its every day
tasks earning a prominent place among world
ingtitutions? and answers it in an emphatio
affirmative. The agenda of the Conference is
in his opinion a testimony to the fact of the
determination to put into actual practice
the declaration contained in Part XIII of the
Poace Treaty and he regards it as a tribute to the
growth of an international outlook that 27 Conven-
tions and 28 Recommendation have evoked an agree-
ment upon methods, procedure and plans for dealing
with the subjects sontained in them and upon which
rational legislation is to be built, Mr. Poulton

‘hopea that the I L. O will become the great clearing

house for information upon industrisl questions and
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that by using its povéer wigely if will make it more |

and more possible for workers to attain to better con-
ditions. He recommend the establishments of an in-
creasing number of offices in the principal cities of
the nations linked with Geneva whereby first-hand
information may be obtained by all those interested
in seeing real progress made by the nations; such:
offices would' reduce the possibility of misunder-
standing between nation and nation and thus create
the conditions necessary for the full and frank con-
sideration of those questions, the solution of which
would make for progress &nd happiness throughout
the world. The setting up of the Indian branch of
the I. L. O. at New Delhi testifies to the interest
taken by Geneva in social developments in the East;
it may be nofed that branches have slso been opened
in Nankin and Tokio., The I, L. O ( Indian branch )
at New Delhi admit that but for Geneva the public
interest in 1abour questions in India would not have
been go rapidly and effectively mobilised.

M. Albert Thomas suggests, in view of the
difficulties of the procedure for smendmenis of
conventions, that the written oonstitution should be
made more pliable by unanimously adopted customs
or established precedents as has happened in various
States. He bestows high praise on the young and
loyal team of workers without the labours of which
the work of the Conference would have led in his
opinion to mere confusion and inevitable friction.
M. Thomsas notes with pleasure and pride the fact
that the Organization enjoys in a steadily increasing
measure the confidence of ‘Governments, representa-
tive assemblies, of administrative bodies, industrial
organizations and even of the mass of the
pecple of all nations; and he notes with
satisfaction that the Office has not been reduced
to the cribbed and confined existence of a small
bureaucracy but has continued to breathe hope. He
notes the constant desire of co-operative organizations
in every country to enter into close touch with the
I. L.O. and hopes that the latter may never turna
deaf year to the appeals from various workers. Final-
1y he emphasizes the creed of Part XTII that Iabour is
not to be regarded merely us a commodity and its in
herent dignity must be respected and emphasizes the
faot that the workers have understood that the indis-
pensable guarantee for moral and intellectual culture
consists in the equitable and humane conditions of
work which are solemnly promised them by the

Treaties,
V.N.G.

THE PROBLEM OF MINORITIES.

II

R. PAUL proposes two remedies against admini-
M strative discriminations ; the adoption of con-
ventions sanctioning proportional allotment of

posts to the various communities as in Madras and
the establishment of Minority Bureaus to secure
equity and justice to the minorities. We are surpris-
ed that the sound natfonalist that he is, Mr. Paul
approves of the proportional system of recruitment of
the services. Onoce that system is adopted does he

entertain any hope of its being ultimately abandoned P
Though he does not say it in so many words, he
approves the allocation of funds also after the same
faghion. And yet he wishes the backward classes
should be shown generosity, should be given more
than their mere proportion justifies. At whose ex-
ponse is this generosity to be shown ?

More interesting, however is his proposal for a
Minority Buresu after the fashion of the one with
the League of Nations. The problem of minori-
ties in Hurope is a fascinating subject for study.
It appears that the League of Nations approached
the question from a different point of view. In the
first instance, the League of Nations had not in
view the object of obliterating the minority coma
plex of the minorities created by the re-mapping of
Europe after the War. The League starts with the
idea thatthe minorities, which it created, will continue
to exist as separate entities, and concerns itself with
the safeguards necessary to reconcile them to their
new citizenship. Quite the reverse ig the case of the
United States of America, where there are more
minorities than in any single state in Europe. The
dominent idea there is assimilation, Americanization

. of aliens, In India even the communalists look for-

ward to the day when the sense of national solidarity
will displace the communal outlocks of theminori-
ties. It is Americanization rather than Balkaniza-
tion that India seeks to attain,

Apart from this vital dfference in the ultimate
object, the League safeguards refer solely to whak
may be called cultural autonomy .of the minorities
on the positive side and the pravention of diserimina-
tion against the minorities on the.negative side. The
League guarantees the minorities rights of nationa-
lity ; right to life, personal liberty and freedom of
worship, not inconsistent with public order and
public morals ; right to equality of treatment before
the law, in the matter of civil and political rights ;
right to the use of its language; right to an equit-
able share of public funds, These are all in the
pature of fundamental rights of all ocitizens in &
civilised state, "and all {that League asks for that
they shall not be denied to a minority. But in no
case has the League guaranteed preferences to
minorities, nor the allocation of administrative posts
and public. funds in proportion to the population
strength of & minority, nor the oreation of separate
and special electorates. The Hungarian Law, for
instance, quoted by Mr, Shafaat Ahmad Khan in his
book on the Rights of Muslim Minority in India,
specially stafes that “the fact that they belong to
any racial minority cannot give them any privileges
nor expose them to disabilities.” But our Muslim
minority in India is not content with the rights that
the League stipulates : they want the constitution to
guarantes a fixed proportion of posts in every depart-
ment of public life, Government departments, Uni-
vorsities, local bodies and others ; separate electorates
and exocessive representation, and so on. Aud the
oonstitution should be guaranteed, advocates Mr,
Khan, by the British Government, which by the
way, will be an infraction from Dominion Statug.
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Mr. Khan is evidently satisfied that in practice
-the League guarantees worked through the Minori.ty
Bureau are giving good results, He-quoles with
satisfaction - that in Czechoslovakia the Magyar
population, which does not exceed 20 per cent, of the
population, secured 22'5 per cent. of the whole sum
spent on elementary education. He does not say if
that is so because the constitution of the State
-gtipulates for it or the League secures it or because
of the good sense of the majority community. Satis-
faction with the working of the League in the
matter of minorities is not so universal as Mz. Khan
makes out. The “Living Age” (March, 1930, p. 8)
refers to the subject and gives an extract from * a
strong leading editorial " from the * Manchester
Guardian " expressing dissatisfaction with the way
the League was carrying out its obligations towards
the minorities, "“It is no overstatement,” remarks
the *‘Manchester Guardian ', “to say that the
“minority treaties’ might as well not exist, that the
League has failed almost completely as warden of
the rights it was to have upheld.”

It appears, therefore, that the analogv of the
League of Nations is not very encouraging. The
objectives, the character, the machinery and the
results of the League's policy towards minorities are
far different from the problems that face India. '

BRISHMA.

Our Guvopean Letter,

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN BRITAIN.

O realize the extraordinary complexity of the
politioal situation in Great Britain today it is
necessary to comprehend the economic condi-

tions, The country is now in the throes of a trying
economic adjustment’ which has come to a climax,
"This upheaval has been aggravated by the appear-
ance of Germany, Japan, and the United States as
competitors for world trade and the adoption of the
protectionist system by a very considerable number
-of nations, but there are also other factors respon-
eible for it. Right from the beginning of this
century, various Governments of differing political
complexious compromised with the increasirgly
influential Socialists by taxing the wealthy and
oxtending the rocial services. The Trade Unions
preferred to strengthen their bargaining power even
at the oost of acquiring political prestige unlike in
some of the other European countries. Where war
-debts were concerned, on the other hand, the British
refused to compromise for obviously political reasons.
No form of inflation was resorted to with the result
that the strain on the economic system has been
asugmented.

The full effect of this dislocation was not felt
for some -time after it had taken place because
revenues from:previous investments abroad enabled
the country to keep the old flag flying. But the change
was sure to leave its mark. In some respeots, on
-acoount of altered world conditions, the change is &
permanent one, and in others, the individualistic

habits of British employer and worker alike came in
the way of the swift adjustment to the new needs of
industry, now commonly known as rationalization.

‘Whether it was fortunate or unfortunate that
this eritical period jshould ecoincide with the coming’
into power of the Labour Government remains to be
geen, So far, except in the international sphere
(the outcome of the London Naval Conference
will almost ' certainly make it necessary to qualify
even this assertion), the Labour Governmet has had
to meet difficulty after difficulty, specially with re-
gard to increasing unemployment and decreasing
trade, . But they are products of world conditions and
past policies of all Governments, and by no means
of its own making. Conservatives may argue that
the action taken by the Grovernment of shortening
the hours of the miners, ofi extending benefits
under the Unemployment Insurance Act, were prompt-
ed not by economic considerations but by election
pledges and have contributed %0 the uncertainty
affecting the general situation, But then their
economics are also Conservative, and every political
party has to make certain initial saerifices at the
altar of its policy and of its past,

The significance of the present situation, how-
ever, is not in the difference bstween Labour and
Conservafive policies but in -the lack of any certain
policy in either of these -two major parties., The
Conservative party is torn befween those who believe
protection is the only remedy forthe national ills
and those who gravely ;doubt whether protection ean
solve the problems of a country which can only exist
by selling immense quantities of manufactured goods:
in world markets and who see recovery only in re-
ducing taxation and incressing competative powar,
It is frther divided between those whe are convinced
that it can never succeed so'long as Mr, -Baldwin is
the leader because in their view he cannot make up
his mind.

The Right wing of the Labour Party made up’
of the front banchers, the elder statesmen, has alrsady
moved to the view that the way forward is to raor-
ganize industry, and nationaligation, which ihose of
the Left wing urge, must remain: an ideal- Mr,
MacDonald is repeatedly at pains to explain that he
has not abandoned his belief in Socialism but is wait=
ing and working for the country tov share init as
much as he. The Left wing is not now very strong
but should there be continued lack of appreciable
results from this administration it is possible, and
even probable, that the chances of the Maxton.
Wheatley group ara bright at the next turn in the
political wheel. It may well be that the spectrs of
unemployment is such that boldness and dash will
obtain a premium and an untried group will bs given 5
a chance to fulfil its promises. On the other handy
political conditions may be such that England will
show its characteristic distrust of ideology. '

The new Labour-Liberal entente would seem to,
indicate in .any case that Mr. MacDonald has taken
the last-mentioned possibility into reckoning and is
eager to avert it. He evidently hopes that if he gets
the chance of security of tenure for two or three
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years he will have sufficient time *for the results of
his poliey to mature. He may even hope, if the report
of the entente is true and electoral reform is taker
in hand, that in the long frun Labour stands o gain
by it. It may -be that if *he appeals to the country
right now, as the "left wing would have it, Labour
will obtain & majority, but the present plight of the
Conservative party, in comparison to their position
in the last House, should be a moral to all those who
wish to exploit the existing-electoral system.

However that may be, the present time is one of
transition not for England only but for the Empire
in general and its influence on world politics. The
gilver lining in the cloud of this confused situation
is that its very nature should fawvour conciliation
and adjustment with regard to all oufstanding issues.
The aftermath of the Naval Conference will be
felt in Geneva perhaps just as much as in London
and Washington, Then there are the Egyptian
Treaty, the Imperial Conference, the Round Table
Conference, the Palestinian settlement, the Iraki
settlement, and possibly also an international
Ruseian settlement. Every one of them ig an issue of
first-rate importance needing to be settled in a
pacific spirit.

R. RAGHUNATHA ROW,

——

dheviews.

GANDHISM—IN THEORY AND ACTION.

THE STORY OF MY EXPERIMENTS WITH
TRUTH. Vol, II. By M. K. GANDH! TRs.
FROM GUJARATI BY. MAHADEV HARIBHAI
DESAI AND PARELAL NATR, (Navajivan Press,
Ahmedabad.) 1929. 2dcm. 608p. Rs. 5/8.

MAHATMA GANDHI'S IDEAS. By C F.
ANDREWS, (Allen & Unwin.) 1929. 22cm. 382p.
12/6.

THE STORY OF BARDOLL BEING A
HISTORY OF THE BORDOLlI SATYA-
GRAHA OF 1928 AND ITS SEQUEL. By

MAHADEV DESAL ( Navajivan Press, Ahmeda-
bad. ) 1929, 22cm, 363p. Rs. 2/8.

GANDHISM has been so long in the air and is now in
intense aotion, The movement is so pregnant with
grave consequences for India and the world in general
that its progress is being watched with anxious in-
terest both here and abroad. Msking a broad survey
of the trend of events about us and the general flow
of world-thought and tendencies it may not be a far-
fetched observation to say that the centre of gravity
of world-thought and culture is fast moving towards
the East., If this is true, India is again destined,
as of yore, to play s prominent part in the moulding
of the future of ecivilisation and humanity, The
ever-increasing attention which India is receiving of
late in the eyes of modern world also lends confirma-
&ion to this view, Mahatmaji, more than any other
living Indian, has helped India to recover her soul
snd reassert her spiritual sovereignity over the whole
world. The active sympathy, admiration, and
homage that his movement has evoked in some of
the best minds of the West and the East also- gives
support to the view that western war-distressed
humanitr has found -in his non-violent gospel some
rays of Lope for peace mnd progress in the future,

'We have no space to expound here at length how
Mahatmaji's teachings may help to place humanity
on a new moral order and solve some of the vexed'
questions like disarmament, unemployment, labour,
imperialism and world-brotherhood. It is enough for
our purpose to point out here that it is no exaggerat--
ed claim that the adherents of the Gandhi make
when they say that by his personal life and teaching
he has pointed out the only path of redemntion for-
the modern world by making the necessary readjust--
ments in the religious, political, social and economie-
spheres of life. Those who have not so far made any
earnost attempt to fully understand and assimilate
the teachings of the Saint of Sabarmati will find no-
richer or more reliable literature to study than the-
books before us,

1t is one of the signs of greatness that it never
grows stale. Like truth, on which it is based, great--
ness is ever fresh and inspiring, Inthe wvast ocean
of world-literature there are not many books like the-
auto-biography  which can stand the test of
repeated readings. Nor are there many lives, even
of those ranked as great, that can stand the light of
public serutiny into the most secret and ordinarily
unrevealed, because purely personal, episodes of
private life, But it isthe unique feature of Mahatmaji's-
life and literary work that they stand these tests
in & remarkable manner. From his high moral
eminence Mahatmaiji reveals without any reserve the

| darkest corners of his mind, and the smalleat detail

of his inner struggles with Satan and selfishness. The
result of it is not a cheapening but a heightening of
moral and spiritual values of life in the readers
mind snd a steady accession of confidence in the-
Mahatma as an unfailing friend and guide of even
the lowliest and the lost. The appeal of Mahatmaji's
words and methods is strength $o the heart, and that
explains the secret of his wonderful hold on millions
in Ingia and msny of the best minds in the world
cutside,

It is needless to deal here in detail with the
contents of the books before us, The chapters of the
Auto-biography have long ago appeared in print,
serially, in ‘Young India’. It need only be observed
here that time has not dimmed the spiritual lustre
or moral grandeur of the record. Same is the case
with much of the matter in Mr. Andrew’s study. Mr.
Andrews has intended his book for the benefit of the
foreign students of Mahatmaji's life, teachings and
work., His object is, in his own words, “to :
explain, with dooumentary evidencethe main prin- -
ciples and ideas for which Msahatma Gandhi has
stood in the course of his eventful career.”” And if
must be said that in the accomplishment of his self-
imposed iabour of love, the Deenabandhu has bestowed
considerable care, energy and wisdom so asto preseqt
to the western world an eminently clesr and illumi-
nating idea of Gandhiji's life-principles. The picture-
presented in the book is made all the more reliable
and inspiring by the striking humility with which
Mr. Andrews keeps his own-personality as suthor in
the background and leaves Gandhiji to portray him-
self in his own words. This requires artistic skill of
no mean order. The value of the book for foreigners
is distinctly enhanced by the brief, but interesting,.
introduction in which Mr, Andrews gives a short
sketch of Gandhiii's life. Mr. Andrews divides his
work into two parts, the first giving the religious envi-
ronment, and the second, the historical setting of the
life work of the great personality. The study of the .
religions environment is made under the following:’
main heads, The background of Hinduism, the Hindu-: .
Muslim problem; the Christian contact, the place ofi
Jesus, the Ashram of soul force, the religions meaning
of swadeshi, the teaching ‘of ahimesa, the ethics of
khaddar, and the curse of untouchebility. In the
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-socend part the evolution is traced of the Mabhatma
from the SBatyagrahi in Bouth Africato theleader of she
-Bwaraj movement in India, Throughout the book one
foals the presence of the sacred bond of personal friend-
ship between the author and the subject of the siudy.
But this has not made Mr, Andrews blind tosome of the
-defects and inconsistencies that he finds in Mahatma-
ji's gospel and how in some of the secemingly narrow
.or exclusive aspects of a negative creed it suffers by
the side of the broader and inclusive cult of inter-
nationalism preached by the Bard of Banti-Niketan.
The study 18, on the whole, profoundly instructive
and highly useful to all students of Gandhism. It
would be useful to give here the conclusion which
Mr. Andrews has come to as a result of his study. In
the last ehapter of his book he observas —“Wiliiam
-James has explained in a famous essay that one of
the great paychological need of the world is ¢o find
the moral equivalent of war, The more I have seen
Mahatma Gandhi's programme of soul-forcein action
‘the more I have been convinced that what he has so
wonderfully effected on a comparatively small scale
could be employed on a much larger programme and
for the solution of far wider issues. In that case the
.special technique of the new movement would have
to be worked out afresh in every detail. A thoroughly
scientifio treatment of the subject would be required
in order to show both points of weakness and points
-of strength in its present development, thus making
possible on & large mcaie the very same principles
that be hinself has used. In this sense as well ss in
many others his whole active life could be shown
to be one Great “Experiment with Truth.”

Mr. Mahadev Dessi’s production does not
-require any elaborate notice at the end of an already
dong plea for the gerious study of Gandhism in all
its aspects. The Bardoli struggle has proved to the
“world the wonderful efficacy of satyagraha, which is
G:an@hism in practical aotion.. Mr, Desai #ells us in
his nnnple snd resirained manner how exactly the
Gandhian Gospel was worked out in Bardoli amidst
ﬂlihmg:e peasants by Mahatmaji's lieutenants. It is
impgsstble to desoribe here the remarkable revolution
in life and thought that was effected in Bardoli in
the_courge of the struggle by the ‘uncrowned King of
Gujerat.’ The book gives the story of a thrilling
<pisode of & peaceful and determined stand by a mass
of poor peasaniry against tyranny. A perussl of the
volume should serve to remove all doubta and fears
from the mind of sceptics as to the efficacy of the
‘weapon of satyagraha ag a method of securing justice
and freedom. We have no hegitation in recommend-
ing the volume to the reader, The book is valuable
¢o the student of satyagraha as & desoription of the
teohmque_of soul force in action referred to by Mr.
Andrews in his ‘conclusion’ extracted above,

M. R. RAMASWAMY.

THE NEW MORALS.

MARRIAGE AND MORALS. By BERTRAND

RussELL. ( Allen and Unwin, ) 1929, 20 om.
254p. 7/6.

BERTRAND Russell,a mathematician, has now become
-one of the foremost wrifers on social problems. The
.- author has hxg own way of eaying things though
.thera is. prastioally nothing in this book that has not
1 been said by other mdvanced writers before, He
-thinks Jndge. Lindsey's idea of Companionate
Marr_mge would be a step in the right direation, but
-that it does not go far enough. “I think that all sex
relations which do not involve obildren should be
regarded an a purely privats affair..,. I should not
-hold' it desirable that either & man or s woman
~should enter upon the Reriqus business of a marriage

intended o lead to childran without having had
previcus sexual experience. Thereis a great mass
of evidence $o show that the first experience of sex
should be with a person who has previous know.
ledge. The sexusal act in human beings is not
instinctive,...and apart from this argument, it geems
absurd to ssk people to enter upon a relation intend-
ed to be lifelong, without any previous knowledge
as to their gexual compatibility, It is just ss absurd
as it wonld be if 8 man intending to buy a house
were not allowed o view it until he had completed
the purchase,” This disposes once for all the oid
ideal of one man to one woman and vice versa. “I
do not know how it may be with savages, but
civilized people have to learn to perform the sexual
act. It is not uncommon for dootors to be asked by
married couples of some years’ standing for advice
ag to how to get children, and tofind on examination
that the couples have ‘not known how to perform
intercourse™.

Raligion has done a great deal of -harm in thig
as. in every other sphere. Religious people are
obsessed with sex and the pretence of celibacy of the
christian clergy led to perversions. “Bishops lived
in open sin with their own daugbters, and arch-
bishops promoted their male favouritea to neighbour-
ing sems.., The writers of the Middle Ages are full
of accounts of nunneries that were like brotheis, of
the vast multitude of infanticides within their walls,
and of that inveterate prevalence of incest among
the clergy, which rendered it necessary again and
again to issue the most siringent enactments that
priests should not be permitted to live with theiz
mothers and sisters".

Considering divoree, which is not recognized by
Christianity though marriages may be annulled for a
consideration, he doas not regaxd sdultery asa
ground for divorce if it is only casual and does not
involve a deliberate prefersnce for another person.
He thinks adultery is perfectly natural both for
husband and wife when they have a vigorous consti-
tution and are separated from each ofher for months
together, and condemns jealousy. “ In- the system
which I commend, men are freed, it is true, from the
duty of sexual conjugal fidelity, but they have in ex-
change the duty of controlling jealousy. The good
life cannot be lived without self-control, but ii is
better fo control a restrictive and hostile emotion
such as jealousy, rather than & genarous - and
expansive emotion such as love. Conventional mo-
rality has erred, not in demanding self-control, but
in demading it in the wrong place.” On the whole,
however, he thinks that the need for self-control
should be reduced to minimum, * The use of self-
contrel is like the use of brakes on a train...No one
would maintain that a train ought always to be run
with the brakes on, yet the habit of difficult gelf~
control has & very similiar injurious effect upon the
enorgies available for useful activity.”

Turning to sex education, he remarks that cen-
sorship makes it impossible, since even a hook
“ giving in dignified language the elementary facts
of sex for children”, written by Mrs. Dennet, a social
worker and a mother of two children, was condemned
as obscene in Amerioa,and she was “faced with a pos-
sible sentence of five years' inprisonment and $.1,000
fine or both™, unless the court of appeal is more sen-
gible. “It is difficult to change the law, since most
elderly men are so perverted that their pleasure in
sex. depends upon the belief that sex is wicked and
nasty. J am afraid no reform ean be hoped
for until those who are now old or middle-aged
have died.” :

“The word ‘obscene’ which ocours in thia Act
(Lord Campball's Aok of 1857, on which English
ideas of obsocanity are bassd) has na precise legal
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deﬁnitiox_l. In practice a publication is legally
obsoene if the magistrate .considers it to be so, and
he is not obliged to listen to any evidence by
experts...” :

“Homogexuality between men, though nof bet-
ween women, is illegal in England, and: it would be
very difficult to present any argument for & change
of the law in this respect which would - not be itself
illegal onthe ground of obscenity”, since the “Well of
Loneliness” was condemned merely because it deslt
with homosexuality. “Many subjects can be discus-
sed in long techunical words known only to highly
educated people, which cannot be mentioned inany
language understanded of the people. It is permissi-
ble with certain precautions to speak in print of
coilug, but it is not permissible to employ the mono-
syliabic synonym for this word...Mrs. Sanger’s
pamphlet on birth control was declared obscens on
the ground that working women could understand it.
Dr. Marie Stope’s books, on the other hand, are not
illegal, because their language can be understood by
persons with a certain amount of education.” This
impossibility of teaching birth contrel to the lower
classes leads to their faster breeding, which Eugenic
Societies deprecate. * Conventional men are of
opinion that such things ( indecent photographs )} are
extraordinarily injurious to others, although hardly
one of them will admif that they have been injurious

to himgelf...Nine-tenths of the appeal of pornography -

ig due to the indecent feelings concerning sex which
moralists inculcate in the young ; the other tenth is .
physiclogical, and will occur in one way or another
whatever the state of the law. may be..I am firmly
persuaded that there ought to be. no law whatsoever
on the subject of obscene publications”.

“The taboo against nakedness is an obstacle to a
decent attitude on the subject of gex. ... It is good
for children to see each other and their parents naked
whenever it so happens naturally.... There is only
‘'one way to avoid indecency, and that is to avoid
mystery.... There are also many important
grounds of health in favour of nudity . . . ont-of-doors

in sunny weather. ... The proper place for nudity
is out-Of-doors in the sunshine and in the water.”

The modern ery for a gingle standard of mors-
lity is taken by professional moralists to mean that
the:traditionsl ideal of ‘purity' so far applied to
women is now also to be applied to men, while the
younger generation quite rightly take it to mean that
‘women are now to have the same liberty which has so
far been the privilege of men. They do not say so, of
course, but quietly act on it. The old morality has
become impossible,: It will’fnot be enough to enforce
ignorance on girls and tighten censorship in order to
make it possible, but absurd precautions will have to
‘be taken. “It must be illegal for an unmarried
woman under fifty to possess a motor-car, and per-
haps it would be wise to subject all unmarried wonien
once a menth to medical examination by police doe-
tors, and o send to a penitentiary sll such as were
found to be not wvirgine...I think, however, that in
-order to avoid the risk of oertain abuses, it would be
necessary that all policemen and all medical men
should be castrated...”

, Speeking of prostitution, he says: “So long es
the virtue of respectable women is regarded as a
matter of great importance, the institution. of mar-
riage has to be supplemented by...the institution of
‘prostitution,” The sentimental objection to it is
worth nothing, “Marriage is for women the com-
monest mode of livelihood, and the total smount of
undesired sex endured by women is probably greater

in marriege than in prostitution.” He refere to vigi-

lance people as “those who stimulate the appeals to
‘herry prostitutes and thore who secure legislation
nominally against tbe White Slave Traffio, bus reslly

_industry; but the beneficipries are 7,0

against voluntary and decent extramarital relations.”™
The decay of prostitution presupposes, however, the

decay of .the old morality. “The young man who-
would formerly have been driven to oooasional visits.

to prostitutes is now able to enter upon relations

with girls of his own kind, relations which are on

both sides free. . . .” These conditions exist in Europe-
and America, but our local vigilants would do well

to remember that till such conditions prevail in this

country, all their underhand efforts to get rid of pros-

titutes are doomed to failure. They cannot have

both. If they want to get rid of prostitutes, they

must try actively:to get rid of the old morality, But

they will not see it. To quote the author, “This is

only another illustration of the well-known fact that

the professional moralist in*our day is a man of 'ess

than average intelligence.”

R. D..KARVE,

STATE CONTROL OF INDUSTRY.

ECONOMIC CONTROL: AUSTRALIAN EX-
PERIMENTS IN “RATIONALISATION'
AND “SAFEGUARDING". By NEIL SKENE

=~ SMITH. { King, London). 1929. 22 em. 306p. 15/-.
THE policy of laissez faire is dead or dying; J. M.
Keynes has already written its epitaph in a striking
tract. Lafsez faire, az a policy, was never a potent
influence except in England, and even there its active
life hardly extended for half 2 century. A stringent
policy of State regulation preceded it and an (in
some ways ) equally stringent policy of state control
has supplanted it. Even before the War such con-
trol was spreading its hands over the many branches
of economic life; andits influence had been keenly
felt in agriculture, transport and even in industry.
During and after the War state control extended
enormously in many directions; and after the War
tariff has been employed to safeguard ‘key’ industries.
To-day, as every newspaper reader knows, a vigorous.
attempt at ‘Rationalisation’ is going on in England
under the aegis of the state. -7

The book before us describes in great detail the
Australian experiments at state control of industries.
The author is & Commerce Graduate of the London:
School of Economics, who has dabbled in business -
and has travelled extensively: in Australia. He is
a confirmed believer in what he calls “the consci-
oug control over the economic system™; and accord-
ing to him this view is amply borne out by the
experience of Australia. During the last fgw
decades that Dominion has actively pursued a policy
of state control in economic activities. It tried
public ownership in the case of a few industries, and
public contrcl in the cese of many;and a p_artml
control has beer. attemnpted in regard to all indus-
tries by means of tariffs_and bounties, and by in-
direct methods such as effective regulation of trans-
port agencies, the provision of banking facilities,
the protection of labour and the spread of industrial
and general knowledge.

Tt will be conceded that these efforts of Australia
have led to a rapid economic development pf the
country ; for, under a system of _laz'ssez Sfatre the
Dominion might possibly have remained an undevp—
loped agricultural territory with hardl_y a place in
the industris]l world.” But having admitted so much,
it must be pointed out that control has been overdone
in some'cases, and that such efforts in many directions
bave placed on the tax-payer a far hemnm: burden;
than is justified by the results actually achieved ory
t1ikely to be achieved. The - Australian sugar
industry is a cese in point.” The Dominion spends
.over £ 3, 000,000 per annum for -the gake of that
sugar
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growers; and the consumer pays an additional
penny for every pound of sugar consumed.

. In the first two parts of the book, whioh cover
88 pages, the author gives & masterly analysis 2f the
' theory of economic control which he calls the “true,
‘though but recently recognised, branch of economio
science.,” This, to my mind, is the most valuable
'paxrt of the book. Indian readers may also learn
.much from the experience of Australia. Though
India stands ona very different plane from Australia,
yet, in the partioular field surveyed in this book
there are lessons which we might very profitably
learn from our southern neighbour,
P. J. THOMAS,

UPLIFT OF THE NEGRO

THE FUTURE OF THE NEGRO. By SIr
GORDON GUGGISBERG and A. G. FRASER,
( Student Christian Movement, London )} 1929,
20cm, 152p. 4/6.

“THE volume under review has the merit of being
written by two persons who have very olosely iden-
tified themselves with the development of the
African race. As an administrator Sir Gordon
Guggisberg is responsible for the new angle of
vigion in the approach fo the African question.
He has also most successfully envisaged a future
where the Negro will play his part as a responsible
and noteworthy member of the commonwealth of
nations. . ‘Alex Fraser,” as he is familiarly known
in intimate circles, is another writer whose work in
LCeylon has made a notable contribution to the crea-
tion and growth of wholesome ideas regarding educa-
tion. He, as readers will remember, was the chair-
man of the Village Education Commission which
revolutionised the methods in missionary educational
institutions. :
Two considerations should be borme in mind
while we pursue the study of this volume. The
African is no longer the pigmented commodity, an
article of merchandise. By virtue of his innate
intelligence and the remarkable capacity for hard
and persistent work he has made a place for himself
in the world—a status thus acquired cannot with
impunity be denied him. Having attasined to this
position, the Negro is anxious, and so are his friends,
4o define and make clear the extension of that status.
Sir Gordon says, “the attainment of equal rights of
«©itizenship so far as justice and opportunity are con-
«<erned, is & task well within the Negro’s power to
accomplish. In securing equal jusfice with the
white man the Negro has atill far to go.” Just here
the difficulty arises, ‘“The Negro has to prove to the
white that, race for race, he is as good a citizen as
the latter with regard to sonduct and character, and
that he Is equally able to contribute to the economic
and spiritual life of the United States." It will be
diffioult to gain the assent of people to this state-
ment. For its implioations are many and dangerous,
Who is to be the judge ? So long as man's greed is
there it will be useless to wait for justice. As the
writer admits in a later paragraph, the situation is
aggravated by the fact of ocolour prejudice. “In
Amaerica it is a real diseass, which, though showing
figns of decreasing here and there, is gonerally deep-
rooted.” And Sir Gordon says that there is no
drastio oure for the disease of colour prejudice.

In the second part of the book the author
attempts to consider the ‘twentieth century spirit of
Afrioan administration.’ The policy adopted in the
administaration is the now famous one of trustee-
ship. There are difficul¥ies in the application of the

principles of trusteeship. The country is divisible
into two kinds—those unsuitable for permanenthabi-
tation by the white races and others where climatio
conditions have permitted the influx of a large white
population. Complications arige in the case of the
latter. It is frankly said that “the fact must' be
faced that past events make ‘it impracticable todsy
to apply the principle of trusteeship in ite fullest
gsense withont - causing as much injustice to the
white settiers as the neglect of the principle would
csuse to the indigenous races.” But Sir Gordon
entertains the hope that in course of time it will be
possible for the Negro ‘to live without friction along-
side the white inhabitants'—a hope which :many may
find it difficult to share.

Ancther elemont which is referred to is the
tendency to eliminate the fundamental conceptions
of social life forgetting the fact thai these rules have
been evolved to meet the changing needs of the age.
This tendency to destroy with little thought of
adaptation does very often militate against the very
objects which reformers have in view.

The major portion of the book is devoted to the
discussion of the system of education best suited to
the attainment of the objectives of the administrator
and the reformer. The chief pitfalls are mentioned—
the fajlure to pay due regard to the stage of develop-
ment of each race, insularity or parochialism, the
fallacy, long exposed but etill dying hard, that the
African peoples are incapable, through some serious,
undefined, mental limitation, of benefitting by any-
thing but the most elementary education, the belief
that because an African may have no liferature in
the vernacular, we must give education in an alien
language, and the tendency to regard education as
the exclusive monopoly of Government,, o

In ‘outlining a policy of education the mosk
advanced views on educafional matters are brought
into play. Here is & very pointed sentence. ‘The
kindergarten is not a day nursery for the conveni-
ence of mothers, but the most important section in
primary education.’ Emphasis iz rightly laid on the
fundamentals of sound education as, for instances,
the need for the most suitable teachers and the most
modern equipment. Af the commencement it may
not be possible to secure good African teachers. Buk
as days go on non-Africans should be steadily re-
placed by adequately trained African teachers. In
the inauguration of the Achimota Prince of Wales
College none played so important & part ag the late.
Dr. Aggrey, an African-born but truly international
personality. And 8ir Gordon would have everyone in-
terested in the question take this lesson to heart that

.“the true test of the administration and of the educa~

tion offered lies in the capacity of the African to
evolve for himself that art of discrimination between
what is good and bad for them in an alien civilisa~
tion"™.

Mr. A (3. Fraser reiterates the principles laid
down in the earlier section of the book from the rich
experience of a tried educationist. The vocational
system, according to Mr. Fraser, has been over-
emphasised. The vocations for which schools have
been training students are full up. The remedy is not
the introduection of other branches of vocational train-
ing. The immediate aim is fo train the young Afri-
cans so a9 todevelope character and initiative so that
they may early become “dependable, useful and in-
telligent™. This is a volume modest in proportions
but rich in the approach to an excesdingly difficul&
preblom. .

H. C. BALASUNDARAM.
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Gorvesyondente,

THE LIBERATION OR FRAGMENTATION
OF INDIA.

To THE ECITOR, THE SRRVANT OF INDIA,

SIR,—The Peopie of March 6th has devoted its
leading article to a comment on my “Woe, I have
won!"” article in the Ssrvant of India of February 27th.
The writer, out of a new-born solicitude for the In-
dian Liberal Party, warns the latter not to endorse
the “ ridiculous ” views propounded by me: and I
am the first to agree that these views would be the
most ridiculous balderdash, if I had ever propounded
what The People—ifor “clarity’s sake” l—summarises
and paraphrases as “the essential ingredients” of my
political “creed.”

" For those who are not under the need of fogging
the issue, the latter of course is very clear.and simple
—to wit, that thete are three parties to the problem
of Indian Emancipation: the Indian people, the
Indian princes and the British. Indian Liberals
have been the first and the only ones for a long
time to bring the Princes into the picture as lions
in the path of freedoti. OQur Extremist friends
on the contrary have 'for long contended that
the struggle iz merely between Brown and White,
and they are naturally now a trifle embarassed to
find that the Princes are only too willing to place
themselves on the side of the British against their
own and the pecple of India in general.

The teason for this divergence, I believe, must be
sought in the fact that the Extremists are primarily
swayed by racial congiderations, whilst the Indian
Liberals oppose not a race; but sutocratic rule. That
there are many people amongst the Extremists,
who have no use whatever for democracy but only
desire the substitution of brown autocrats ( them-
selves for choice ) for White autocrats, is I suppose
uncontested ; on the other hand I gladly admit that
" there are amongst them also not & few who are de.
mocrats at heart, but who believe that if, Bania-like,
one does not shout for twice as much &as one wishes
to receive, one will get nothing.

My article addressed itself partmularly to this
class of people and meant to point out that, if the In-
dependence Movement were successful or even only
looked like suoceeding, the Britisk wouid automati-
cally be driven into the arms of the Princes and, un-
able to keep the whole loaf, would make very sure
that'at least half of it remained in their hands;
whilst if & demcoratic England felt secure in the
support of & democratic India, as indissoluble part-
ners in fighting autocracy at home and abroad, it is
the Indian Princes and not the Indianh People, who
would be put down by the other two partners in this
Indian political triangle. Put in & nutshell : if the
Indian Poople will not make joint ocause with the
England of the Benns and Irwma, the England of the

.Birkenheads and Readings will maks joint cause-

with the Indian Princes.

The sufcidal policy of the Exiremists therefore
even if it ware to achieve India’s Independence,
wauld simultanecusly lead to its Fragmentation,
This is the “essential irgredient” of my beliel, as I
think it must be of anyone who has the courage to
look facis straight in the face and who refuses the
wish-fancies born of the Extremists’ will, not to see,

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

HISTORY OF EERALA. Vol. II. By K. P. PADMANABRA
MErRON. { Authot, Ernakulam.} 1929, 25om. 582p. Rs. 8.
UPTO NOW: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. By Avrurp K.
Su! H. (The Viking Press, New York.) 19%9. 2cm.
~ 434p. $5°00. )

THE LAW OF ELECTIONS IN INDIA. ( Piest Editlon.)
By R. N. Sawng. (Author, Rawalpindi.) 1929. 24om.
261p. Rs. 10.

EVOLUTION OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN
BOMBAY, By R. P, MASANI. ( Oxford University Praus,
Bombay. ) 1929, 23com. 421p. Ras. 15.

THE BUREAU OF PROHIBITION : Iis History, Activities
and Organization. By LAURERCE ¥. SCHMEOEEBIRR. ( The
Brookings Institution, Washington ; To be had in Indis
of the Oity Book Company, Madras.) 1929. 22cm. 335p.
$2'00,

THE ENDLESS ADVENTURE, Vol 1,1710-1727, By ¥F.8
OLIVER. (Macmillan, London.) 1930, 22cm. 428p. 15/-,

THE GROWTH ANDDECADENCEOF CONSTITUTIONAL
GOVERNMENT, By J. ALLEN SMITH. (Henry Holt &
Co,, New York, ) 1930. 2?em. 300p. $3-00.

THE IRISH FUTURE AND THE LORDSEIF OF THE
WORLD., (2nd Edn.) By C. J. CDONNELL. ( Ceoil
Palmer, London. ) 1930. 22om. 265p. 5/—.

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS IN TEE UNITED STATES.
By JosEPE P. HargrIS. (The Brooking Institution,
‘Washington. To be had in India of the City Book Oo.,
Madras. ) 1929. 220m. 390p. $3°00.

THE COBT OF LIVING IN-THE URITED STATES IN 1518.
{ National Industrial Conferensé Board, Ino. New York. )
1929, 22om. 34p. 50 cents.

AFRICA AND SOME WORLD PROBLEMS. By J. C.
SmuTs. { Oxford University Press.) 1930, 33cm. 184p,

LOVE: THE LAW OF "LIFE. By TOYOHIKO KAGAWA,
( 8tudent Christian Movement Press, London.} 1930.
pp. 313. 22om. 7/6.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PROCEDURE OF THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS. By . F. M, CaMproN. ( Philip
Allan, London. ) 1929. 32ém, 308 pages. 12/6.

INDIAN STATES AND BRITISH INDIA : THEIR FUTURE
RELATIONS., By GURMUXH NIHAL SivgH. (Nand
Kishore & Bros., Bebares. ) 1930. 22om, 380p. Rs. 7-8. '

WISDOM OF THE PROPHETS. By KEAN SAHIB KHAJA
KBAN. ( Author, Royapettah, Madres.) 1928, 3%m.
202p. Rs, 3,

HINDU ADMINISTRATIVE :INSTITUTIONS. By V. R.
RAMACHANDRA DIESHITAR. ( The University of Madras. )
1929. 22om. 401p. Ra, 6,

WA +TED—Candidates for Telegraph and Station
Master's Classes. Full particulars and Railway

Fare Certificate on 2 annas stamp. Apply to:-
Iurm\m TELEGRAPH Comen, Nai Sa.mk,

Printed and publuhed by Anant Vinayak Patvardhan at the Aryabhushan Press, Houss Ne, 986]2 Bhambards Poth,
Poona City, st wttrot-8¥the “Servant of India” Office, Servants of Indis Socisty’s Home, Bhainburda,
Poona City, by P. Eodanda Rao



