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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. .

THE passive resistanoce movement commenced

last week in Bombay. The committee appointed |

for the Bombay presidency to select laws for viola-
tion has directed that for the time being laws re.
garding proscribed literature and registration of
newspapers may be disobeyed.
books which have been selected for distribution
are four in number, three of them being written by
Mr, Gandhi himself, The other law is to be wvio-
lated by publishing from every centre of the move-
ment a manuscript edition of a weekly newspaper
odited by Mr. Garuhi. It will be seen that the pas-
sive resistance committee is walking warily and
explains that until those who take part in the
movement have become seasoned and disciplined,
it is well to restrict the scope of the movement.
An incidental object which the committes hopes

to attain is to supply to the publica elean litera-’

ture, which is at present banned by the Press Act.
Though the committee lias selected, as & first step,
laws that have evoked popular disapproval, it has
no objection to extend the movementunder favour-
able eircumstances by violating all the other laws
except those which have no moral sanction. The
anregistered newspaper entitled Sufyagraka has
been issued, and several copies of the prohibited
books were publicly soid inh Bombay last week.
. ‘e ' [ 3

NOow the Satyagrahis havée thrown down the
gage and are led by Mr. Gandhi who knows no
- going back from a pledge, what is the Government
going to do ¥ This was the question on the lips:of
sverybody last week, before ‘news arrived of the
Defence of India Aot having been enforced dgainst
Mr, Gandhi, The Satysgraliamiovement, limited
as it has been now, need not lead to any very

The proscribed

serious results. The sale of tlie four proscribad
books as well as the iasue of an unregisterd news-
paper by Mr. Gandhi, though technically offences,
are not offences of such a grave nature, that
Government must set the punitive processes of law
intomotion against the offenders without weighing
the countervailing oonsiderations of expediency.
‘Whatever may be the reasons which have led the
Government to put an embargo upon the boo:s
which the Satyagraha Committee has now decided
todistribute, we may confidently infer fiom the faoct
that Mr. Gandhi himself is the author of three of
them and has selected the fourth because of its
pure character, that the books, though not in
favour with Government, are certainly not of a
dangerous type, and no untoward consequences
need be apprehended from their distribution. The
Sntyayraha newspaper toomay be trusted to preach
nothing that is not strictly constitutional Under
these circumstances, will the Government hold its
hand till the activities of the Satyagrahis forca it
to take action againkt them, or will it, regardless
of the consequences upon the public mind, punish
those who defy laws, as legally it has every right
to dc ? Everyone instinctively asked this question
to himnself, before the unfortunate developments
took place, aud wished that the Government, being -
in an immensaly stronger position, would forbear
till it became impossible.
» L J [ J

THE Satyagrahi, for his part, will make ne
complaint if he is severely dealt.with for a breach
of the law; on the contrary, if he is trua to his .
principles, he will welcome such punishment.
His sole object in breaking a law is to invite

punishment upon himself and thus by his suffer.
ings to shame the all-powerful Goverament into a
reasonable frame of mind on the matter oa which
he may have have joined i:sue with it.

Heo knows -
that the movement will be effective only through

his sufferings and every true Satyagrahi will -
therefore only rejoice if the strong hand of the -
Government comes down upon him, as a surs sign

of the fact that his resistance is making itself folt, .
The satisfaction which Mr. Gandhi expressed at
his detention near Dalhi was not due to the spirit -
of -defiance, but to' the. lively recognition of the
manner in which alone the movement of passive
resistance can sachieve success. While it is no
doubt true that the Satyagrahi will only kisa the
rod, is it the-part of wisdem for Governmest to .
use the rod on the first opportunity they maet
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with ? Will it not be the better policy to refrain
from the use of force so loug as no disturbance of
the peace is threatened or revolutionary ideas are
not diffused ?

- L L 4

~ No one can promt!se of course that the move-
ment will always retain the mild form which it
bas now assumed. If can be safely predicted, on
the contrary, that Mr. Gandhi will, if need arise,
carry the movement to its uttermost lengths and
drive Government to take ‘action against him
and his associates. Any leniency, therefore, which
may be urged upon Government, can only be tem-
porary, for Mr. Gandhi will leave it no alternative
between the cancellation of the Rowlaltt legislation
and the use of severe measures. Still, it is sound
statesmanship to leave the movement alone g0
long as it may be possible to do s0. While the
Satyagrahis may feel chagrined at such a policy,
the large body of the public outside their ranks
will be convinced that the Government is inspired
by no vindictive spirit, and that, if they do not defer
to the public demand for the withdrawal of the
Crimes Act, it will at least not apply it recklessly
"and without sufficient cause. That itself is a great
&ain, and the public was watching last week with
the utmost intentness and concern what decision
the Governmen: would take on that question.
Would the Government exercise patience even
with the knowledge that it must have had that
Mr. Gandhi would carry things to tha bitter end, or
would it strike down the Satyagrahis the first time

they came within the reach of the law ?
* * *

WHILE the people were in such anxious uncer-

canity, news came of the prohibition of Mr. Gandhi

from entering Delhi or the Punjab and of his being
required to reside in the Bombay presidency under
the Defence of India Act. Now this action on the
part of the Government was entirely unexpected; it
is cqually unjustifiable, and no sortof justification
has yet becen attempted. If the Government, re-
garding its laws with the same rigidity as Nature’s
Iaws, had visited the Satyagrahis who broke them
with the instantaneous punishment allowed under
the law, the Government would have been at least
within its right, though it would have been bad policy
to exercise the right. But inappiying the Defence of
India Act to Mr. Gandhi, the Government has cer-
tainly exceeded in a most flagrant mauner the au-
thority vested in it by that law, while politically
.this'step is no less disastrous. Such & gross mis-
use of an act intended to be employed against
those who had dealings with the enemy would
only confirm the doubts cast upon the assurances
given by the Government as to the limitation of
the Anarchicual and Revolutionary Crimes Aot to
offences connected with anarchy and revolution,
The motive of such strange measures ‘on the part
of Government is not easy to understand, unless
it be that it hopes in this way to restrict the pas-
give resistance movement to the Bombay presi-
denoy . If this is really intended as a flank attack

on the passive resistance movement, we wiil only
say that besides being gravely impolitic, it is a
thoroughly unconstitutional procedure and not

quite straightforward.
» L ] -

THE public was left in a cruel suspense as to
Mr. Gandhi's destination for nearly two days
after his detention, and it was not known what
the Government's intentions were till he actually
arrived in Bombay and told his friends that he was
free to move about in the presidency. But in the
meantimethe agonising interval had done its work.
Serious disturbances took place at Bombay and
Labore and riots broke out at Amritsar and Ahme-
dabad. In Bombay tramcars were held up and
stones thrown on them. Passers-by were com-
pelled to join the demonstration, but the ordinary
police arrangements were found enough to disperse
the crowd. This stands in marked contrast with
what happened in Lahore where, as a crowd
numbering some 200 people, was coming down, it
was ordered to turn back and when it refused to
disperse, so itis alleged, fire was opened on the
mob. The same thing was repeated at a later stage.
A mystery habgs over the whole affair, which
needs to be cleared up by. the authorities. If, as
soon as public demonstrations assume in the
eyes of the officials a threatening aspect, the mob
is to be fired at, there will be no end to firing in
these days of excitement. The fuss that the
Lahore officials made in calling out the military
and in sending English women and children to the
Government House seems to be out of all propor-
tion to the requirements of the situation, and
would only excite a smile if grave issues wers not
inavolved in it. Itis to be hoped that an expla-
nation will be made of the conditions which
rendered the use of harsh measures necessary.

* » »

THE situation in Amritsar and Ahmedabad
was much more serious. In the former place feel-
ing had already run high by the arrest and depor-
tation of two political workers and fuel was added
to the fire by the news of Mr. Gandhi's arrest. A
large mob collected in the city and made for the
railway station where a European guard was
beaten to death. Much damage was also done in
the civil station, where the Town Hall, Telegraph
office and two bank buildings were wrecked, the
agent and accountant of the banks, all Europeans,
also being murdered. Railway communications
were disturbed and telegraph lines cut. Order has
now been restored. The riots in Ahmedabad were
even more alarming. In spite of the earnest efforts
of the local satygrahis to prevent disorder and
quiet the ‘mob, the mill-hands of the place got
absolutely out of hand and committed acts of
murder and arson which -have been deeply deplor-
od throughout the country. After pulling down
people from cars, the mob chased two Europeans
burnt dowa a flour-mill where they had taken re-
fuge. Various Government offizes in the city and
Bhadar were burnt down, telegraphic communica-
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tions were cut, ons European sergeant and ‘one.

Indian constable were killed. At Viramgam the

railway station and various Government buildings
-were set on fire.

- the places. '
s - » »

THERE is no tendency on the part of the lead-

.ers of the passive resistance movement to disown
responsibility for any evil results that may follow
from the movement. In fact, Mr. Gandhi assumes
full personal responsibility for all such results
and never had man a livelier sense of respounsibi-
lity than Mr. Gandhi. Finding that the Satya-
_ graha demonstrations in Bombay were attended
with deuds of violence, he has warned his follow-
ors that any repetition of such deeds would neces-
sitate an abandonment or at any rate a limitation
of the movement, and if violence still continued
he would have to practise passive resistance
against Satyagrahis themselves. In a passage
which is rarely excelled for pathos, Mr. Gandhi
utfers a solemn caution that if innocent persons
suffer in life or limb or are subjected to coercion by
the Satyagrahis he himself will have to fast and
even die, if necessary. Does Government realise
what an influential ally it has in Mr. Gandhi for
peace and order ? If it does, why did it prevent
his entry into the disturbed areas ¥ Nothing would
have tendéd fo restore calm at Lahore and Amrit-
sar 50 much as the presence of Mr. Gandhi there,
and to put an embargo upon such a man under
the Defence of India Aot as if there was danger
lest he should stirup trcuble is not only unjust
and unwise, but also positively prejudicial to the
preservation of peace, for which the Government
is so solicitous. Again, it should be remembered
that in the present instance the outbreak of disorder
had no connection with the passive resistanoce
movement. The Satagrahisused all their influence

on the side of peace and order.
. » & *

BEFORE leaving for Delhi, Mr. Gandhi left a
message behind, explaining to those who waere
desirous of taking the swadeshi vow the difference
between swadeshi and boycott. While the former
movement has for its object the encoursgoment
of home industries and is based on personal saori-
fice, boyocott is aimed at Government as a re-

taliatory measure against the existing methods .

of administration. Mr. Gandhi's message runs
thus: * He (Mr. Gandhi) is Oppoaad to the boycott
of British goods, sinoce it mvol]gaa a feeling of
bitterness and punishment. They have no quarrel
with bureauorats, but according to the spirit of

satyagraha they can have no ill-feeling towards |

the bureaucracy. He does not, therefore, accept
the principle of boycott. Swadeshi means sacrifice
both on the part of the consumer and dealer. He
therefore urges both to show their patriotism by
striotly observing honesty and sacrifice. ” Itis
well that Mr. Gandhi has thus made clear a differ-
ence in the underlying ideas of the two movements
as to which & good deal of misconception prevails

Quiet is now restored at both

in the public mind. Those who think it somewhat
risky to avow their adhesion to boycott have made-
believe that the two movemeants are identical
in intention and effect. Again, boycott was vari-
ously defined as *boycott of foreign goods,” ‘ boy-
cott of British goods,’ and ‘ boycott of Government
schools, offices, law-courts, etc.” as might suit
the moment, and thus an amount of confusion was
of purpose introduced into the idea. Mr. Gandhi's
explanation will, we hope, dispel the misconcep-

 tiona that are current, ‘

» * *

MR. B. C. PAL, however, confounds boycott
with passive resistance and, thinking that the
former is only a milder form of the latter, plain-
tively ocautiona his oountrymen against repeat-
ing a mistake which  was perpetrated in Bengal.
Boycott was adopted in Bengal as a political
weapon designed to force the Government to
change their policy, and he exhorts Indians not to
embark upon the movement of passive resistance
also as & political weapon but, if at all, only as
a protest of the conscience against the Rowlatt
legislation. Mr. Pal argues in last week’s
Home Ruler that in the latter form the movement
must be confined to the disobedience of the Crimes
Act and to such other acts as may be organically
conneoted with the administration of the Crimes
Act, e. g., the Oaths Act. One cannot extend it be-
yond these limits “ without giving up the plea
that it is a real consoience movement, ” and Mr.
Pal disapproves of the satagraha movement as a
general political weapon, from his past experience.

* » *

IN- this article Mr. Pal complains of the pre-
valent confusion of thought as to passive resist-
ance, shown in & mixing up of its two different
aspects. Whatever confusion there may be with
regard to this subject, it is certainly not greater
than Mr. Pal's confusion of boycott with passive
resistance. And the ourious thing is that Mr. Pab
disapproves of Satyagraha on the very ground on
whioch Mr. Gandhi disapproves of boycott—that it
is a retaliatory movement! In pledging ourselves
to the discbedience of all laws, says Mr, Pal,

“We really go beyond our conscienticus plea, and pro-
pose %0 use this as a political weapon. The real motive
here is not so much to follow our own oconscience as to
rcake the administration impossible. There cannot be
any general movement of passive resistanoce against a
aumber of laws and executive aocts unless it aims at
bringing about a fundamental change in the Government
by making its primary work and duty more or less im-
possible. The passive register here is moved, whether
consciously or unconsoiously, by a spirit of retaliation,
and we cannot olaim the authority of our conscience for
justifying this spirit of retaliation,”

Mr. Pal concludes his article with the follow-
ing impressive warning: “And no one who has
any idea of what passive resistance as a retalia-
tory political weapon means and what are the
natural consequences of it, will deny that passive
resistance as a retaliatory movement is the most
difficuls and the most dangerous to lead or control.
‘We should beware of ita evil possibilities.”
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SATYAGRAHA.

THE fears of those who discountenanced the
passive resistance movement at the very start’
have partly come true. The small corps of Satya--
grahis bas in every place attracted a crowd of'
loose adherents who cannot understand Satya-:
graha and whose blind worship of its teacher does,
not include a scrupulous regard for his teaching.
The delusion is flattering but none the less dis.'
astrous that all the units that compose a throng
of demonstrators are convinced of the rights and.
wrongs of the issues involved and are earnest for;
@ just settlement. A large part of them are idle
spectators and come out in quest of exciting fun,’
and the easy irresponsibility of a crowd is taken
advantage of by a few mischief-makers whom pri-
vate grudge or political passionincites to acts of
violence. The passive resisters in South Africa
were compact and had a lively and burning sense’
of their wrongs, and Mr. Gandhi's lieutenants too’
had gone through the same experiences as himself
and shared those very hardships and humiliations
which suggested rassive resistance as the .only
possible remedy. In India Mr. Gandhihas several
able and cultured co-workers,but none fully trained,
to conduct a campaign of scul force or com-
manding the confidence and homage of the masses
of their country. Besides, the occasion is senti-

men!al, dealing with the abstract right to a judicial

trial as distinguished from executive action,
which is powerful enough in its appeal to
the educated classes but can only form a
nebulous inspiration toa mob. Ethical and spi-
ritual education is much slower and more liable
to miscariiage than physical or intellectual edu-
cation. The virtues of self-restraint, forgiveness
and love of one’s eLemies evolve in man with the
utmost difficulty, and it is wonderful how their
opposites wilt suddenly erupt even inthe best gov-
erned natures, ‘

One ot the generous fallacies ¢n which Mr.
Gandhi has counstructed his Satyagraha plan is
that if you take an unlettered man, convey to
bis intelligecce a simple rule of morality and
pledge him to it, you have straightway converted
him into a valiant champion of righteousness.
If you trust in his truthfulness, he will never
betray you. Lf by chance he should betray you,
you have ouly 10 fast a day or two to redeem him.
If Mr. Gandhi were left on an isolated island
with a people fresh from the hand of nature he
might hope to achieve moral miracles. Perhaps
he had a vague fecling at the time of starting this
campaign that he had best begin his attempt with
the educated classes, for the necessary sense of
acute wrong could only be worked up among those
to whom abstracticus were familiar. The actual
pledge hasso far ‘been taken only by a few who
value freedom and realise the distinction between
the julicial and the executive. To the many
thousands and tens of thousands who fast on the
appoilated day and throng the thoroughfares the one

clear idea is that the Mahatma wishes it and he
knows. Clear-headed and severely self-oritioal,
Mr. Gandni owns 1esponsibility for the excesses
and misdeeds of his npn-Satyagrahi followers, as
well as for the conduct of his regular disciples.
Others, however, who defend him wouald either
disown the responsibility or fix it upon the Gov-
ernment whose ocbstinacy drove Mr. Gandhi to
take the field. Morsal, as distinguished from legal,
responsibility extends in endless progression, and
it is not possible to define it exactly for the pur-
pose of distributing blame. But the idea of the
Satyegrahis has something to commend it that,
while they are prepared to suffer for the direct
effects of their acts, Government must be held
answerable for those acts and their sufferings
as well. In fact the raison d’étre of their move-
ment is that the greater their sufferings, the
greater the indignation of the general public and

..the greater the remorse with which Government

will be stricken in the end. The genuine Satya-
grahi may heartily rejoice in the hardships that
fall to his lot and the spurious Satyagrahi may
doso in form. But the public are ezpected to
bring their displeasure to bear upon the conduct
of the powers that be. To this end it is neces-
sary that the Sutyagraha compaign should be
absolutely clean aand of good report. The
happenings at Amritsar and Ahmedabad and in
a less degree those of Calcutta and Delhi, have
shocked and alarmed all sections of the po-
pulation.

Mr. Gandbi, whose sense of hounour is se
fine-drawn as to seem even quixotic to the ordi-
nary man, bas perceived that it may become
necessary, if the demonstrations cannot be re-
strained, to restrict or even to abandon the move-
ment. For our part, we have no hesitation in
counselling the more drastic course. It was a
mistake to bave begun passive resistance; it is
worse to continue it. In previous issues of this
paper, it has been poiuted out as a fundamental
flaw in the case for Satragraha on this occasion,
that passive resistance has to be organised against
other laws besides the one which is the rock of
offence. Evenifthelaws chosen for transgression be
purely tecbnical and non-moral, the general effect
is to weaken the foundations of government. Be
it observed in passing that this effect must appear
to the ordinary citizens to be far more disastrous
than to Mr. Gandhi who coasiders government as
an encumbrance to human civilisation and there-
fore inherently evil. Moreover, the violation of
certain provisions of the Press Law by a few
people here and there may not result in such
suffering to themselves or embarrassment to Gov-
erpment as to startle the general population
or work them up to a fury of indignation.
If the movement falls to futility in that way,
the next step wi!l probably be the refusalto pay
some tax or a no-rent campaign. Even sup-

posing that a sufficient pumber of Satyagrahis

adopted this stiffer programme, the remoteness
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and disproportion of the remedy to the evil will
dry up the fountain of general sympathy which only
flows in the channel of simple and natural feeling.
Critics of the moderate school joined, it is true,
in the uttermost denunciation of the principle
and policy of the Rowlatt law and are prepared
to support any reasonable measure to secure its
repeal. But it is a far ory from this position to
the state of mind which regards the repeal as the
one thing to aim at in Indian politics and loses
gight of the reform scheme, which is the oculmi-
nation of a whole generation of patriotic effort.
Robust commonsense of the country in general
will withhold from the doings of Satyagrahis any-
thing more sericus than the commiseration which
is evoked by far-fetched and well-meant endeavour
foredoomed to failure.

This forecast assumes that the campaign
of Satyagraha will not be joined in hereafter
by any but a small number and that the
police and the soldiery will exercise far greater
forbearance under provocation than they' seem
to have displayed in Delhi, for example. The
murder of Europeans in Amritsar and Ahmedabad
is an act of wanton mob savagery which must
make the most reckless leader pause before he plays
withfire. Will the touching sentiment expressed
by Mr. Gandhi on this aspect be sufficient *to put
an ond to such monstrous crime? Mr. Gandhiisa
professing Hindu. Itis not smallglory to Hinduism
and its latest great interpreter that they should
have produced the only modern fulfilment of
Christ’s teaching, ‘Love thine enemies." Great
moral shocks are known to have produced inper
conversion. Let us hope that the tragedy of
Amritsar, Delhi and Ahmadabad, unredeemed as
it appears, will teach Europeans and Indians alike
to eseek the grace of forgiveness and walk in
the path of peace and goodwill towards all. Wae
bave a strong feesling and could justify it Ly
oxamples if necessary, that just as judiecial sen-
tences in Indin are severs and the treatment of
political offenders harsh beyond the standard of
England, so in the handling of Indian crowds the
last remedy of firing is too easily resorted to,
oustodians of order seldom exhibiting that degree
of self-possession and fortitude which policemen
and soldiers in England have never failed to
exhibit in similar situations. In pointof fact, an
infuriated Indian mob is nothiog half so danger-
ous or destruotive as an infuriated London mb.
If an impartial commission be appointed to eu-
quire into the oircumstances that preceded ihe
ordar to fire duriog the recent incidents, it may
do the great good of setting up a high standard
of personal injury that magistrates and the police
should have undergone before aacrificing the lives
of aitizens,
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A LETTER FROM LONDON.

( FROM OUR OWN QORRESPONDENT. )
' LONDOK, MARCE 12
INDIAN DEFPUTATIONS TQ ENGLAND.
JUDGING from the Indian papers to hand, your
political parties are not very happy at the prospect
of sending deputations to thiscountry with varying
mandates. It is very singnificant that a move-
ment is afoot to get behind the obvious purpose of
the Delhi resolutions. Frankly, I am glad to see
it, not because of any desire to criticise those
who, in my opinion, went too far in endeavouring
to bind the Congress delegation hand and foot,
but because it will enable closer co-operation
among the representative men that wiil presently
come here and find themselves face to face with
the facts of the situation in this country. For
them not to be in a position to modify a comma
or a full stop is to render them impotent from the
start. I know that Mr. Tilak's position is, theo-
retically, to declare for the utmost and then
stand aside and say that anything less must be
taken willingly and that the fight will then goon
for what has not been conceded. But he is far too
shrewd a politician not to get the very most he
can when it comes to negotiastions, so that “ the
rest " need not he too mueh. In other words, it is
very unlikely that he will, even though working
for the full Congress demands, regard himself as
bound by & hard-and-fast mandate such as_ that
imposed upon Congress delegates at Delhi. The
fact is, of course, the resolution is bound, in
practice, to be a duwad letter. There will be so
many changes and modifications before the Bill is
introduced and certainly afterwards, that it is
impossible at this stage tossy exactly whatattitude
ought to be adopted towards it, and delegates,
within certain well-recognised limits, should have
a great degree of latitude when they come here,
and should collaborate as closely as possible. If
evllaboration be, for well-understood reasons, im-
possible, at least nothing should be done overtly
to play into the kands of the enemy.
THE PROPECTS OF REFORMB.

I believe, with the Times, that the sua is
shining a little more brightly upon reform proposala
than was recently the case. The spirit of the Paris
Conference is wholly opposed to such pretensions
as those of the L C. 8. to cuntrol Indian policy
and administration for ali eternity. The Con-
ferences have had an extraordinarily difficult:
job to get theiraffairs out of the hands of the-
official “experts,” and the statesmen know of old
how dangerous it is to subordinate their activities
to those of & bureaucracy, however efficient and
ciaver. But the angles of vision of a bureaucrat
and a statosman ara vastly different from each
other. That is why I think that when the reforms
really do come forward in concrete shape in a
Bill, the Government will not be altogether im-
pervious to constructive criticism. But that is nct
to suggest, as Mr. Baptista has somewhat flippant«
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ly done, that the penple of this country are eager
to grant Home Rule to India, In the first place,
completa lHome Rule is not axked forimmediately,
and it i: improper to confase the issue inthis way.
And in the second, the people of England will take
their cue not. from Mr. Baptista, but from the
Goveramont Bill. If Mr. Lioyd George's Govern-
ment were to take their stand on a Bill, however
limited in its scope, and refuse to enlarge it in the
slightest degree, that Bill would pass into law,
and I cannot see the British nation hurling the
Government from office, because it had not gone
far enough in the direction of democratising the
Indian administration. Mr. Baptista is either
unduly "pessimistic at one moment or unduly
optimistic at another, and it does not help either
way. The fact is that there are powerful forees
arrayed against Indian aspirations. They are
going to make a strong fight before they succumb
to the inevitable. It would be the utmost folly to
ignore them, and that, in fact, was why the
Maharaja of Bikanir,Lord Sinha and Mr.Montagu,
last Friday night, went out of their way to expose
them to the naked light of criticism. Mr.

Alyengar’sestimate of thesituation,thoughgloomy,

was nearer correct than Mr. Baptista's, but I think

that it was perhaps a shade too gloomy, At any

rate, the atmosphere seems to be a bit clearer just

now, and, for the time being, the forces of reac-

tion are in retirement, licking their wounds.
GREAT SPEECHES ON INDIA.

Yor they were badly wounded, if not mortally
so-—asitmay yet prove—inlast'Friday’s encounter.
The Maharaja was in splendid fighting form. One
could see from the flash of his eye, hear from the
timbre of his voice, that he was out for mortal
combuat, and his blows fell thick and heavy upon
the devoted heads of that brave brotherhood of ex-
bureaucrats and commercial exploiters led by Lord
Sydenham, and camouflaged under the style and
title or the Lndo-British Associati8n, Limited.
Their numbers are statutorily limited, as theirs is
a private company. But its resourczs for mis-
chief-making are unlimited and the character of
its propaganda is protean. Your readers have had
many examples of its methods, and I need not
recapitulate them now. But they were put to
shame with energy and courage by the Maharaja
in the stirring speech in which he proposed the
health of the principal guest, Lord Sinha. Lord
Sinha's speech was good. The Aga Khan was to
the point. Mr. Montagu was in excellent form.
But the palm was easily awarded to the Maharaja,
who has undoubtedly, by this single speech, done
more than any other living Indian to bring Indian
India and British India into closer relations with
each other, and made all men realise that, whether
prince or peasant, soldier or lawyer, Indians of all
creeds and castes are Indians first and everything
else after. It was a splendid object lesson after
Lord Sydenham's attempt to sow disunion in the
House of Lords a few days earlier, when Lord
Sinbha had no difficulty in bringing him to book and
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showing the country that in its Indian under Se.
cretary it had secured a real man, a courteous
gentleman, a keen debater, and a capable adminis-
trator. Lord Sinha is easily marked out for the
first Indian Governorship after the Reform Bill is
through, and he is deserving of all the praise and
goodwill that bave been bestowed upon him since
his present appointment was announced.

We are still awaiting the publication of the
Soutkborough Committee's reports, 1t is already
hinted—one gathers it from Mr. Montagu's speech
on Friday—that they recommend a wider appli-
cation than was contemplated in the Montagu-
Chelmsford report of the principle of communal
representation. Mr. Montagu will not easily re-
sign himself to this unless he feels that it is in-
evitably necessary in order to get his Bill through
and to avoid acrimonious divisions in India. He
naturally wants his measure to be speeded on its
way with the maximum of good feeling. Heis
clearly of opinion—his very emphasis of praise in-
dicates it—that the I. C. 8. have still a few fangs
left to bite with and claws unclipt. It is to be
hoped that nothing will happen - in India to give
greater power to that already influential service.

AGITATION AGAINST THE ROWLATT BILLS.

The Rowlatt Bills are eévidently a grave danger
to the progress and acceptance of the Reforms.
News came fo hand last night of the commence-
ment of a passive resistance movement against
them under the leadership—the obvious leadsrship
—of that great passive resister, Mr. Gandhi. The
cause seems fo be eminently suited to this method
of protest, and Mr. Gandhi's leadership is a
guarantee of success. It is sincerely to be hoped
that, before it is yet too late, the Government will
recognise its error and withdraw, or, at least,
refrain from enforcing these reactionary measures,
In & sense, they make the popular case stronger,
for it ¢annot seriously be argued that the present
position in'India, after the country's devoted co-
operation during the four and a balf years of war,
is worse than before the war. If so, there must
obviously be something vitally wrong with the
methods of administration to bring about so
hateful a result. Conciliation and cosrcion seem
to be the right and left hands of Governments, and
they appear to be incapable of dealing with the
difficulties of administration in any moreimagina-
tive or sympathetic manner.

AN ADDRESS BY MR. ROBERTS.

Last night Mr. Charles Roberts delivered an
important address on Constitutional Reform for
India before the Royal Colonial Institute, Lord
Brassey presiding. He conveyed a very oclear and
serious warning against the grave danger of
failing fo pass a measure conceding at least the
quantum of reforms proposed in the Montagu-
Chelmsford report. Any attempt, he said, to go
behind the declaration of Aug. 20, 1917, would be
regarded by all parties in India as a gigantic
breach of faith. An interesting discussion followed
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in which Sir Harry Stephen, formerly judge of the

- Calcutta High Court, took up the position that the

declaration by Mr. Montagu on behalf of the war
Cabipet was in no way binding upon the country,

- a position that was severely attacked by Mr.

Devadhar and the lecturer. Sir Harry Stephen

- seems to be one of the writers employed by the

Indo-British Association to advance its peculiar

. propaganda.

The indvstrial situation is, for the moment,
somewhat easier, The Coal Commission, under the

- preeidency of Justice Sankey, is still sitting and

" be “nb-one ean say at present.

- desperation.

hopes to report on the 20th. What its finding will
Whether its
ﬂeoisions_ will be unanimous is also uncertain.
The situation in Germany seems to have
rapidly gone from bad to worse. There is no doubt
now that famine and Bolshevism—its concomitant
~-are threatening the country unless the Allies are
able ro send during the next few weeks immense
food-supplies and see to their proper distribution.

"That thereisstill food profiteering in Germany is
- generally known. But that does not alter the fact

that the masses of the people are being driven closer
and closer to the border-line of starvation and
If Europe survives the next six

- months it will survive anything.

SPECIAL ARTICLES,

THE REFORM SCHEME.—II.

"It is " time now to turn to the leading itéms of the

schemg and disouss them seriatim.
" With regard to the local bodies the scheme

- prposes that there should be complete popular con-

trol over these and they should be as independent
of outside oontrol as possible. This is as it should

- be. The lethargy of local bodies at present is due

to their being circumscribed in their activities and
being held in official leading strings. The mem-
bgrs take very little interest, and if any one Ques-
tions the judgment of thel official president he
becomes_, a marked man and ceases to be a persona
grm‘a.thh the Government machinery. Ia this
way mgiepen.denoe of judgment is discounted and
& premium 18 put upon indifference and subser-
vienoy. Besides, on account of the small funds at
the disposal of the smaller loocal boards, they do
not feel any interest in the local administration. |

" With complete autonomy more money oan be

raised by the boards themselves and thus a vivid

interest in their activities would be created.

The report concedes the non-official majority
in the local boards and the prinociple of the eleg-
tion of the presidents. The sanction of Govern-
ment is regarded as necessary for appointing

* higher officers and for an increase of taxation

- outside control,

. mismanagement.”

beyond the maximum limit. With regard to these
two items of control the extreme sdvocates of
self-government demand complete freedom from
But as, in case of gross misma-
nagement and default, the Government will ba
responsible for the debts of the defaulting body,
some oontrol we think is indispensable, provided
that the controlling officers take to heart the ad-
vioe given in the report: * But the accepted policy
must be to allow the boards to profit by their own
mistakes and to interfere only in cases of grave
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A propos of this question it has to be remem-
bered that scores of municipalities and boards have
had to be warned in the past against extravagance
or gross mismanegement. With regard to these
cases Indian potiticians have always felt inclined
to blame the present system rather than throw the
blame on the defaulting municipalities or boards.
It is even thought that the suppression of a mu-
nicipality, however mismanaged, is a blow tolocal
self-government and adds one more instance to the
list of acts of official intemperance and high-
handedness. But, with all dee deference to these
policians, we are constrained to admit that in
many such cases the cup of iniquity was full be.
foro the Government laid a heavy hand on the
local bodies and that repeated warnings and re-
monstrances have failed to rouse the bodies to a
sense of duty and a prompt resolve to set their
house in order.

. With regard to the Panchayats, the scheme has
decided to “make an effective beginning and hand
over civil and criminal jurisdiction in petty cases
and admintrative powers to the Panchyats.” Thig
rehabilitation of the old institution will introduce
the necessary solidarity in village communities. A
present the inhabitants of a village are like
separate atoms moving hither and thither by a
chance congourse, having no commonbond of sym-
pathy, recognising no authority except their own
private will, It will aiso lassen the tendensy to
litigation which has proved to be the bane of
villags life. It would increase the prestige of
the village elders which so far has suffered by the
chaos resulting from the development of indivi-
dualism in social life. Lastly, it would train a
body of men in political and administrative fune-
tions fitting them to take part gradually in the
administration of local boards and district boards,

In leaving the formulation of the details of
this scheme of local self-government to the several
local Governments, however,the scheme is commit-
ting the same mistake which has been the fruitful
source of disappeintment in the past. In spite
of the good intentions of successive Governors-
General, thelocal Governments have in most cases
thwarted the practical application of liberal schemes
of local self-government. It is necessary, there-
fore, to issue a definite mandate to the local Gov-
ernments and tie theirhands down so as toleave no
loophole for shelving the scheme or nullifying the
spirit of the injunctions issued by the supreme.
Govarnment. If discretion is left to provincial
Governments in this matter ii would be autonomy
of the wrong sort. Even if * no general proposals
can be equally applicable to all pertions of India
at one and the same time " it is not difficult to
evolve the outline of a general scheme which will
apply to the whole country and insist on this mini-
mum being granted toall the provinces, irrespective
of their stage of political development. No provinee
is so backward that it cannot work outany schemse
of local self-government based even on a partial
decentralization. It is the tendency of all over-cen-
tralized Governments to make a bug-bear of all
proposals tending towards decentralization. Itis
high time now to rid ourselves of the exaggerated
fears.

It is refreshing tofind that after the experience
of suocessive Governments from the time of Lord
Mayo onwards about the unseemly wrangling bet«
ween the supreme and the provincial Governments
fora share of the revenue, the new scheme hasgiven
& quietus to the divided heads and has unequivo-
cally declared the complets separation of the two
revenues to be an essential of a rational echeme

of decentralisation. No provincial Government
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can feel a sense of dignity if for important schemes
of social amelioration it has to depend upon doles
from a far-off central Government conscious of its
power of dispensation.

With regard to the removal of the restrictions
on the spending powers of provincial Governments,
the report is halting in its suggestions. It regards
this as contingent upon the relaxation of the India
Office.control. But this is not a matter which
should be loft problematical. In fact, separation
of revenues and complete autonomy for the pro-
vincial Governments will be a8 questionable boon
if the powers of spending are restricted by inelas-
tio codes or are left to be higgled about between
those Governments and the India Office. Except-
ing a general power of vetoing a budget which is
formed for meeting swollen expenditure and which
consists of objectionable taxes, no restrictions
should bas imposed on the spending powers of the
provincial Governments. ‘

On the whole, this part of the report dealing
with financial devolution breathes a spirit of
complete trust and is eminently free from that
shibboleth so dear to the heart of bureaucratio gov-
ernment, *‘1'etat, ¢’est moi.’ Kven the necessity
of restraining the central Government from
administrative interference in the provinces is
frankly discussed, slthough nothing definite is
vouchsafed, When a Government accustomed to
a century of autooracy gets rid of the idea that
wisdom isits monopoly, surely it is a good augury,

The most striking feature of the provincial
execulive according to the report, is the division
of functions of that body into the * reserved’ and
the ‘ transferred ' subjeots.  Prima facie, this divi-
sion seems to contravene the basic principle of poli-
tics that an executive must be unitary and as such
must have a compact character. If an executive is
to govern it must have complete power and should
beabletoexert its strength as one body. Now. it is
necessary to sea whether the division of functions
sugzested by the report is likely to lead to a real
weakening of the executive, thus emasculating it
of its vital functioning. The concensus of opinion
of the Radical Press seems to be that this division
deprives the scheme of the character of respon-
sible government even of a partial nature. The
Congress-League scheme salso asks foran executive
which is completely responsible to the legislature.
But without discussing the question whether
“eoomplete responsibility can be granted without
inv.ting o breakdown”—it is a postulate with the
framaers of the report that it cannot be—it will be
useful to imazine the behaviour of the composite
executive under certainsituationswhich are likely
to arise. Supposing excise were a transferred
puhject, it is just possible that the minister might
adopt, with the approval of the legislature such a
ay~lem a8 might halve the revenue at a strocke. As
this would atfeot the whole budget, an acute dif-
ference of opinion would arise between the two
sections of the executive, in which case the dead.
Juck can be removed only by the Governor whose
will is 10 prevail in the case of a difference of
opinion between the two sections. Nevertheless a
cu1 b would be administered to the ministers in the
beginning which would not only wound their self-
pridu but would engender a feeling that they were
there only on sufferance. Besides, the beauty of
the transference ol the “tiansferred’ head would dis-
appear. Similar situations an sureto arise in the
case of many heads, especially education. Those
wiiv have closely followed the discussions
of the last few years know what radical
diveigence of views oxists with regard to educa-
tivual poiicy between the spoksmen of Government
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and the spoksmen of the people. Anelaboratescheme
of primary education is sure to be the tirst bone
of contention. Under the circumstances, theinten-
tion '* that the Government thus composed shall
discharge the functions as one Government” will
be only realised in theory. Practically, there would -
be a weakening of the executive and the desire “to
present & united front to the outside ” would be
an otiose wish,

This brings us to the crux of the situation
with regard not only to this portion of the report,
but to the whole of it. If there is give and take,
if the ministers are conscious of their responsibi-
lity in not revolutionising the old methods and
practices all at once, if the Governors are liberal
and sympathetic, if the executive councillors
have been sccustomed to work in unison with the
people and their spoksmen even if ocoasionslly
they find the latter a bit nasty, if there is urba-
nity ond courtesy shown by every one and all;
then the new machinery would work smoothly in
spite of the unorthodox character of the composite
government and the thousand and one makeshifts -
which are inevitable in a transitional arrange-
ment. But many of these are big if's. One al-
most feels as if one is portraying the millennium.
Still, whatever may be the difficulty in working in
practice the complicated scheme, one "has to face
it. It is only by mutual forbearance and habit of -
charity that any constitution can be made to
work at all, Even the most ideal constitution can
be wrecked if people an bent upon wrecking it,
while the worst constitution can be made to mud-
dle through if those who work it have got the
‘* remedial sense, ' to use an expression of Disraeli.

It is to be wished that in major provioces at
least the transferred heads will be numerous and-
capable of giving a real training to the ministers.
If the headsare few and unimportant it will be difg-
cult to believe that the professions about the grant-
ing of responsible government are bona fide. It will
simply be one more addition to the several pledges
given and then lying in the musty records of a
Sccretariat. Nothing is more irritating to a nation,
newly self-conscious of its dignity, than to be
played with by means of vague phrases.

The greatest ridicule has been he.aped upon
this arrangement of a mixed executive by the
Anglo-Indian papers as well as by individul Anglo-
Indians. But one cannot help feeling that what.
they apprehend is not so, much a wgakened exe-
cutive cr a composite arrangement wnl_n a greater-
admixture of Indian element as a possible qttack
on their vested interests at the kands of ministers.
It is humorous to find that the commercial Anglo-
Indian who was perfectly indifferent to politics so-
far has all atonce become keenly alive to tha
charms of politics and is trying to outbid ihe
professor of politics in making subtle distinctions.
between several forms of Governmenis snd sraess-
ing their worth. But at the bottom of_all this is.
the desire to prevent the official macbinery irom
passing into the hands of indians. But we might
assure the European commdicial communpity that
the apprehensions entertained by them are illusory,.
and what the Indians desire is not preferential
treatmant for themselves but the prevention of.
preferential treatment as against them.

V. N. GODEOLE.

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE.
THE INDIAN YEAR BOOK.

STATESMANLIEE breadth of view, wide knowledge,.
sound judement, deep sympathy and real vision
are 80 conspiouously absent from contributions-



APRIL 17, 1919.]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

129

-of foreigners to the statement or solution of India._n
problems that we most heartily congratulate Sir
Stanley Reed, Editor of The Times of India, on his
informing, sugrestiveé, and stimu'ating magnwm
-apus, entitied “The Indian Year Dook," now in the
‘sixth year of izsue. We have examined it with
‘severely * oritical eyes and have no hesitation in
declaring it to be a” standard work of reference,
-comprehensive in its scope, admirable in its ar-
rargement and attractive in its get-up. Had the
volume been made more illuminating by instruo-
tive parallels with other countries and been less
honey-combed with extreme dogmatism of John
Stuart Mill in its interpretations of economic eon-
. ceptions and economic laws, .Sir Stanley Reed
would have accomplished a work of the greatest
national importance inasmueh as the damaging
compariscns revealing alarming backwardness of
India in education, sanitation, and agrioultura and
-the slough. of despondency into which she has
been hurled by the relentless enerxies of exploita-
tion resultivg in widespread distress and irreme-
diable disaster to indigenous industries, would
‘have shattered the seli-complaizannes of the Gov-
-sroment of India at the thought of being outstrip-
ped by pations of yesterday, in the demooratisa-
tion of institutions, and the individualisation of
Instruction. It is clever to point to India’s growing
fmport and export trade as a measure of her pros-
perity by the studied suppression of the inconveni-
-ent facts that the share of trade per head of popu-
lation in India is a trifle less than one-thirtieth
of the per capital share in the United Kingdom,
that the bulk of trade is handled by European
merchants, shippers, planters, miners, bankers,
mill owners and a host of middlemen and not by
the children of tha soil and that the excess of ex-
* ports over imports is more than o n-umed in the
payment of interest, royalties, profits, dividends,
eto, to forcign oapitalists. Similatly, it is plea-
€ant to lay flutiering unction to one’s soul by pro-
posing to spend forty-four per cent. more on edu-
cation, and forty-one per cent. more on sanitation,
but the leeway ought long to have been made good
in view of the sad fact that both primary and
higher education in India received precious little
while military ¢xpenditure .nd costly administra-
tion received lion's share of public revenues. The
result is writ large in the far-flung illiteracy, incre-
dible destitution, distress and divease that no
amount of fine words can camcuflage. Coming
to agricultural progress, we are constrained to re.
mark that the incidence of land revenue per head
is far in excess of the faimer’s capacity to pay or
the sail’'s exhausted tertility to bear. Waiving
for the nonce the patent absurdity of the State's
olaim to ownership of land, the amount earmark-
ed for the fimprovement of growingly deteriorating
land is pext to nothing when viewed in conjunc-
tion with the rich returns from land, namely,
£1,77,38,300 estimated for the year ending March
81, 1920. :

. Wae very greatly regret to have to lay these
chargea of neglected opportunities at the door of
the Government of India whioch have oconferred
incaloulable benefita on India. We imply no de-
preciation of the striking merits of Sir Stanley
Reed's monumental work under notice when we
urge our requirements upon his attention; for we
know him sufficiently intimately to say that he
has the courage of his convictions and is oareful
‘to accept the orthodox official view in the Pauline
-sense of “proving all things and holding fast only
that which is good,” according to his lights. Say
‘what the critics will about his official bias, be is,
dor aught we know, not one of those hali-baked

intelligences thus described by Joubert: “Lem
esprits intraitables s'exposent A &tre fattés. On
cbherche naturellement 4 désarmer ceux qu'on ne
peut pas convaincre, et qu'on na veut pas combat-
tre.” Weo would mention one case in point. Sir
Stanley Reed has the heart of grace to separate

Jhimself from the crowd of European detractors

who persistently belittled the war-efforts of the
princes and peoples of: Indis, and the pages of
*'The Indian Year Book™ devoted to estimating
India’s contributions in men, money and material
supplies and stores, have all the .constellated glos
ries of the Trade Supplement of The imes, al-
though Sir Stanley missed the great apportunity

of showing India's share to greater advantage by

pointing out how India’s gift to England amount-
od to Rs 2,17,50.00,000 over and above the addi-
tional military expenditure of £ 24,700,000 whereas
Canada contributed £ 19,00,00.000; Australia
£ 2,22,00,00,000 and New Zealand £ 2,80,00 000 plus
£ 100000 annnally. Again, India contributed
1,215,338 combatants and non-combatants as
against 4,00,000 of Canada, 426,000 of Australia
and 93,000 of Australia. In appreciating India’s
contributions in money, one must never lose sight
of the vital facts that India is the poorest country
in the world, that she has contributed every ounce
of silver she imported during the last twenty
years, her imports of silver from 1895 toc 191§

being Rs. 1,90,82,9.,000, that she bears the crush-
ing annual military expenditure, for instance,

£4,11,95,000 estimated for 1919-20, from which the
Colonies are fortunately free and that her colussal
sacrifices for the British Empire will hamstring
her industrial development. y

Now we have done. Ak hefits a candid re-
viewer, weo have apportioned praise and blame, un-
dzterred by the old adage which forbids us to jook
a gift horse in the mouth, in order to ecall Sir
Stan'ey's attention to the needs of his Indian resd-
ers before exposing the next issue of “ The Indiap
Year Bock™” 10 what Renan calls, “les judgments
rogues qui font partie du droit qu'on acquiert sur
un liver en l'achetant’ Considerable nex matter
has already been added in the present issue, nota-
bly “Who's Who in India” and “Bibliography of
India,'~—in both of which Indians ought to find
greater recognition next year,—but we almost
hear Sir Stanley replying in the words of the au-
thor of the Book of Maccabees: “It I have done
well, and as is fitting the story, it is that which I
desired ; but if slenderly and meauly, it is that.
which I could attain unto.”

KESHAVLAL L. OzA,

CORRES PONDENCE,

AN INTERVIEW WITH Mg. TILAK.
To THE EpITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

E1g,—A recont icaue of the Leader reproduces a letter from
a member of Mr. Tilak's party, dated Loadon, January 16, and
published in the Mahraita of February 3. 1 hive nctseen
that issue of the Mahraiic and do not kuow who the writer.of
the tetter is. It says that the British Committee of the Indian
Nativnal Coogiess *is mot disposed to. carry on any props-
gonde according to the special resolurions passed at Bombay
and re-affirmed at Delhi. Mr, Polak interviewed Mr. Tilak
on the pubject, He is unwilling to do anything sccording to
tho Congress programne.™

It is not -y purpose to wiite on behaif of the British
Cowmitt-e, which can speak for itsstf. I denire, however,
to remove any misapprebension thut may have arigen in con-
sequence of that letter regarding the interview therein re-
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ferred to. It occurred on Jan.7 at my request, becauss I
wished to discuss with Mr. Tilak the bearing of certain hand-
+bllls that he had caused to be widely circulated, containing
‘incorrect statements of fact and calculated, in my opinion, to
:prejudice the cause of Constitutional Reform in India. T had
-at one time thought of drawing public attention to the nature
- of this literature ; but wupon further consideration I came to’
the conclusion that it might perhaps be more useful to eonfer
personally with Mr. Tilak. I had met him with others acveral
times préviouely ; but had bad no private interview with him,
oor have I had any since. I discussed with him very frankly
the character nnd besring of these leaflets and Mr. Tilak gave
me his reasons for ivsuing them, with which, as I told him,
I entirely disagreed. We then went on to discuss the situ-
ation in Indis and to exchauge views thereon. I found that
in some respects we were in agreement and in others in dis-
agreement. I clearly explained my point of view to Mr. Tilak
for what it was worth, and told him that on the points where
we were not in sgreement, I neverthless appreciated the
asrgumente that he advanced. I told nim also that he did not
appesr to me to have correctly estimated the politizal situs-
tion in this country. In discussing the resolutions passed at
the Bombay Congress, I told him thatin meny respects they
did not seem to me to differ intrinsically from those passed at
the Moderates’ Conference; but that I comsidered that the
demand for s time-limit w. impractical and would be in-
effective ; and that it was alsc opposrd to what I anderstood
to be constitutional practice in this country. I was, therefore,
not disposed to advoeate such & demand, which, I waa sure,
would be futile. But that regarding. s I did, the demand as
an indication and a eymbol vf the deep distrust and suspi-
cion entertained by Indians towards the bureaucracy, I should,
on all suitable ozcusions, as in fact 1 had already done, warn
my countrymen ngainst any impediments being placed in the
way of the grant of complete respousible government to India
at the earliest date, and of the danger of attaching too much
importance to the overcautious counsels of :eactionaries here
and in India. There was s great deal of other discussion
between us at this interview ; but Mr. Tilak expressly asked
me &t the time to Jet our conversation remain a private one.

Hitherto, 1 have observed the undertaking into which we
both entered ; but it would seem that Mr. Tilak has not oaly
comamitied a breach of it, but that in refailing it to his friend,
who wrote to the Makratia, he put his own gloss upon it and
thus conveyed a wholly false impression of my conversation
with him. At the date of our interview, nothing whatever
was known of the nature of the Dehli Congress resolutions,
as no telegrama had up to thet time been received in Loundon,
On the contrary, I told Mr. Tilak that I had had a cable stat.
ing that Mr. Sastri was sttending the Delhi Congress with a
view to securing a modification of the Bombay Congress re-
solutions so as to bring them more iz sccord with those psssed
st the¢ Moderates’ Conference. This was in reply toenin-
quiry from Mr. Tilak as to whether I had had any other news
thar hed already appeared in the Press. He hud several
times previouely sent his assistant to my office to mske a simi-

_iar inquiry. Up to then, nothing was known of the fact that
the resolutions of the Dehli Congress had gone bsyond those
passed at Bombay. .

So far a8 I am concerned, therefore, the statement con-
tained in the letter to the Mahraila is inacourate in most of
its essentiale. In the first place, the Delhi resolutions did
much more than re-affirm those passed at Bombay. Secondly,
st the date of the interview, their nature was not known here,
Thirdly, 1 did not interview Mr. Tilak on the subject of these
resolutions ; but on quite a different matter, discuision on the
resolutions erising only in the courss of geveral conversation
thereafter. Fourthly, I did not tell Mr. Tilak that I was un-
willing to do anytbing according to the Comngress programme.
I very strongly protest egesinst what Icsn only describe as
Jbreach of confidenco on Mr. Tilak's part and a quite unjusti-

fied distortion of my conversation with him and a voisrepre-
sontation of my position. I may add, in conclusion, that I
have informed him that I hold myself released from any ob-
ligation of privacy in regard to this interview, haviog regard
to my treatment av his hands, and that I regret that in future-
it will be impossible for me to enter into any further relations-
of & confidential cheracter with him or his friende..—Yours etc.,
Hr. S, L. PoLag.
266, Stend, London,
March, 13, 1919.

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

A STATEMENT issued by the Labour Party on
March 5 says that the summoning of a conference-
of Labour to discuss the draft covenant of the
League of Nations will be considered. Among the
subjects that will engage its attention is specially
mentioned the following, that the mandatory sys-.
tem, combined with international supervision, be
applied to colonial possessions and protectorates.
The international conference on the subject of the
League, held at Berne from March 6 to March 13,
has adopted certain amendments in the draft, one
of them being that the League headquartera should
supervise the administration of non-autonomous
colonies, It is thus clear that advanced opinion
at any rate does not support theunilateral applica-
tion of the mandatory principle, which has been
proposed in the draft plan.

* * *

PRoF. TRENCH suggests in a communication
to the Times that England should refer to the’
League of the Nations, as soon as it is set up, the-
outline of an Irish settlement. The great advan-
tage this course would have, in his opinion, is that
when the settlement thus outlined is completed it.
would come into force with all the moral sanction
of a measure representing the mind of the eivilised
world. This he regards as a test question ; for, he-
says, “The sincerity of the Great Powersis open to
question now; there is a suspicion that the League
of Nations may be designed to confer perpetuity
upon the existing political order, rather than that.
measure of stability which is the condition of pro-
gress; and by this Irish policy England’s sincerity
would be placed beyond suspicion, and her inter-
national position would be improved, her action
in the recognition of the Irish question as a world-
guestion becoming a precedent for similar action
respecting the relations between other sovereign
peoples and subject peoples.”

‘THE NEW STATESMAN*

PRONOUNCES

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

QUITE EXCELLENT
and says that it is
The Best Thing that Indian Journalism has yet
Produced.
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K. B. JOSHI & Co. 1
t
4

CENTURY BUILDING,
No. 321, Hornby Road, Fort,
BOMBAY.

Do you find it difficult and
troublesome to get water
from your Deep-Well ? If
so, ask for our deep-well
- _ pumps and then your diffi-
- calty is over. Will draw
; water from even 150 feet
;' depth with easy working and
fluent flow.
Prices and particulars
on reqnest.

Mysore.Agar Batties,

. Amber Batt per seer Rs. 8, 6, 4, 3, 2, Javaji . Rs. 5.
*Kasturi " n 3. Punu w w2

Darbar " a» 16.  Scented Nut Powder ,, 1.
:Bandal Dust ,, w 1. Desenga " .
*Muddipal " » 1. Buvasani Sticks per 100 Rs. 8.

Tag ANcLo-INDIAR TaADING Co.,
Perfamers, Bengalore City.

" Malaria, or any other Remittent Favers,

By appointment to :- Chief of Aundh
A, 0. Pharmacy’s

SUVARNRAJ-VANGE SHWAR

THE IDEAL TONIO

Correponds to the ‘HALL MARK’ on silver,

Price Rs. 3 per tola.
¢ Raj-Vanga ’ Office,
Poona City.

THE EASTERN PHARMACEUTICAL WORKS.

1 ANTI-FEVER.

An excellent preparation which cen Le vsed with grea:

success and safty aes a Curative or Preventivs of Influenszu,

Gunranteed to contain no quinine, or any poisoncns agents,
which in the hands of laymen may lead to harmful aftor-effects

2 HEMATIC COMPOUND.

An ideal bone and nerve tonic, an excellent blood regen-
erator and purifier. Invigorates and rapidly recoupa Lost health
in convelescence from [nfiuenza, Pneumonia, Typhoid and
other tropical fovers. Guaranteed free from aloohol. :

3. ANTI-INFLUENZA.
4. CHOLERA DROPS.

Sole Agents ~— Sane Bros.
Madhav Agency, Mohan Buildings, Bombsy.

- Ramchandra Govind & Son,

BOOK-SELLERS AND PUBLISHERS, KALKADEVI, BOMBAY.

INDIAN CURRENECY AND BANKING PROBLEMS

BY MOHAN LAL TANNAN, B. COM., ( Birmingham ), BAR-AT-LAW, F. R. &. 8.
Lecturer in Banking, Sydenham College of Commerce and Economics, Bumbau.
AND . ‘
. EHUSHAL T. SHAH, B. A, B.80. ( Econ. London), BAR-AT-LAW.
Professor of Economics, Maharajah’s College, Mysore. . .
Crown Octavo. Nicely bound, Gold-lettered, nearly 350 Pages with Index. Price RS. 5.

GOVERNANCE OR INDIA Price Rs. 3.
By KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B. A, B. 80, { Econ., London }, BAR-AT-LAW,
Professor of Economics, Maharajah's College, Mysore. '

(1) Righer Accounting With Auditing Notes. BY S, R. Davar.
*Officially recognized by the Government of Mysore for use in Colleges and Schools of Commerce
and recommended as a text to the Students of the Premier College of Commerce in India,
A book specially written for the use of Professional Accountancy students aswel)
tants, Legal Practitioners and Businessmen Price Rs, 6-8,

(2) Elements of Indian Mercantile Law. BY S. R. Davar.

Recognized and Recommended as atexi-book by the Government Accountancy Diploma.
“Board, as well as by the Premier College of Commerce for the University, Commercial and Accontanoy
"Examinations Specially written for the use of ** Commerce "' and * Accountancy ” students as woell as
-that of Businessmen and Aocountants. RS, 6-8+0,

S—=(3) Bustness Organization. An excellent book for the use of students of commerce and
*businessman, particularly those in charge of the management of large enterprises such as public
~Compagnies, Mill Agencies, eto, BY S. R. Davar, BAR-AT-LAW.

( In Press. Expected to ba out shortly. ) Price RS, 6. net.
Twentieth Century English-Marathi Dictionary :—Pronouncing Etymolo-
. gical, Literary, Scientific and Technical by N, B. Ranade, B. A, 2 vols. balf Morrocco bound. RS, 25.

Shah and Haji’s (Profs.) Guide to Economics—Infrom of question and answer
~very useful to students of Economics. Rs. I, |

Shan’s (Prof.) Guide to Indian Administration,—very useful to Inter-
vmediate Arts students. Rs. 1-83-0.
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ARYAN CINEMA
Opposite Reay Market, Poona City.
- 'PATHE'S 2 BIG SERIALS

WHO PAYS ?

Reataring Ruth Rollond Vital Questions of
Life ? Undiluted Realism
Parts 33—1Ivstalntents II.
Pathe’s another First €Class Comedy Serial
in 28 Parts 14 Instalments
ADVENTURES OF

WALLINGFORD
Every fresh Instalment of
WHO PAYS AND WALLINGFORD
will be changed on every Saturday and Wednesday,
Rates Re. I to As. 2.

SECOND EDITION.

DADABHAI NAOROJI'S
SPEECHES AND WRITINGS.

This ia the firat aitempt to bring under ome cover an
exhaustive and comprehensive collection of the speeches and
writinge of the venerable Indian patriot, Dadabhai Naoroji.
The first part is a collection of his speeches and includes the
sddresses that he delivered before the ludian Nutionmal Con-
greas on the three occasiona that he presided over that
aggembiy ¢ all the apeeches that he delivered in the Houee of
Commons and a selectivn of the speeches that he delivered
from time to timein England and India. The second part
includes all his stutements to the Welby Commission, & num-

ber of papers reluting to the sdinission of Indiene to the |

Bervices and wuny other vital questions of Indizn administra.
tion.
his evidence before the Welby Commissivon,

Price Ra. 3. Tou Subseribsrs of the % LR, R4, 2-8.

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.
FULL TEXT UF ALL TUE PUK-1DENTIAL ADDEKSSES AND THE
BESGLUTIONS FASSED UP-Tu DATE.

Second Editlon: Crown 8vo., 1,526 Pages.
‘Bound in Cloth aud well Tudoxed.

Price Rs. Four. To Subscribers of the I, R."? Rs. Thres.
(Ex.) G. A. Natesan & Co.. Publishers, George Town, Madras

JUST A WORD

or two to remiind you to send your order To-Day for our famons

COSSI SILK SUIT PIECES

Worth the price, und & piece guaranteed for.one suit complete,
Price Rs. 8 per piece.

Order from:—GOOD LUCK COMPANY, BENARES CITY.

THE KALPAKA.

* An Indian Phyclic Review. ”

The Kalpaka is an.organ cevoted to Pey-
chic and germane subjects and it has an establish-
ed reputation having no less a person than Dr.
T. R. Sanjivi, m. a. Ph. . Litt. D, as its Editor,
Read the copy and judge for yourself.’

For particulars apply to the Manager,
THE KALPKA.
P. 0. TINNEVELLY.
Madras Presidency

(Ex.)

I 2
|

The appendix contning, among others, the full text of

.GET GOOD SIGHT.
By removing the cause of bad sight. Don’t commit
the common error and take to spectacles as the only
remedy for eye-lrouble—they will correct your dight.
but what ycu want is something to enre your eyes viz:—
the Actina Treatment. Actioa has succoeded where
- Specialists had failed, ¢imply because it aasista and not
opporss Nature. [t is easentially & patural treatment
and the hundreds of testimonials are proof that itisa
. succesaful treatment. To nsme it is simplicity {teelf—
remove the two acrew capsa from the Actina Iustrument
releasing the powerful vapor, which aprlied to the eyes
and inbaled through the mouth and nostrils sets up and
maiotaios 8 good circulction in all parts of the eye,
removes congestion and restores in the organ to perfeot
bealth. It is just ue effective in other cotarrhal Diseases
such es Hay Fever, Asthms, Bronchitis, Headache, Sore.
Throat, Intiuenzs, Deafuess ete. Invest Ra 23«8 in an
Actina eud save epecialisls’ fees. Valualle booklet
entitled * Prof Wilaon's Treatise on Disease ** contain-
ing particulars of Conditional Trial Offer and convincing
testimoniala post free from lai B. S. Bhandari M. A.
Batala { India ).

THE ACTINA WAY,

THE SOUTH INDIAN
ART GALLARY.

(ON ART PAPER)
Freely illustrated with numerous half-tone
original blocks by
M. S. SUNDARA SARMA, B. A.
With a Foreword by
DR. S. SUBRAMANIA IYER.
Price Rs. 1-8-0,
G. A. Vaidya Raman & Co.

(Ex). (S) Koudi Chetty St., Madras.
DR. BHI_I.UR’S A EDICINES.
Hiva-JWAR. BALAGRaHA
Ague pills CHURNA.
Price As. &. Epileptic powder.
Per bottle. Fride Re. 1.
Per bottle.

Ask for our catalogus for other medicines &
Particulars.

Liberal commission for Marehants.
Dr. H. M. BAILUR,

Dispensaiy BELGAUM.

Now is the cpportunity for Novel Readers
A NEW NOVEL * MY]?YTERIES OF PARIS"

EUGEN:Z SUE
The Great French Novilict. Neat get-up. Geod paper.
Complete in 1 volyme Price Ke. 1-0-U avd for other Novels
( bold type Editions ) Cutalvgues free on auplicution.
The Saperior Wateh Co. Toet Poax No. i07. MADRAS,

SHRI BHARAT DHARMA MAHAMANDAL,
THE ALL-INDIA
Hindu Socie-religious Association,
General President: L. il. the Msha.nja Bahadur of
Durbhanga. :
Subacription for General Members each Re. 2 a year.
Members have the privileges of () the Mahumundal Bene-
volent Fund ; (3) the Mahamandal Magazine (in English),—s
Hiih Class Monthly free; (¢) sll the Mshamandal Shasiric
Publications, on a discount of 124 p. c. off.
Prospectus and Specimen copy of the Magazine sent FREE
AGENTE wanted in all important towns, Commission hand-
some.
The General Secretary, Sbri Bharat Dharma Mahamandal,
Ex.) BENARES Cantr.
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