Fi

Servant

Registered—B, 330,

) | THE

of India -

Editor ¢ S. G, Vaze——Offico : Servants of India Society’s Home, Poona 4.

Vor. XII, No. 26. }

POONA—THURSDAY, JULY 4, 1929,

Ra, 6.
Sopax. 15 s,

{ INDIAN
} FOREIGN

CONTENTS,.
Page.

‘ToPice OF THE WEIK ... - - - 301
ARTICLES +—

Princes' Bad Strategy w 304

Age-Limit for Marriage and Consent ... we 300
OUR EUROPEAR LETTER . 306
MISOELLANEA 1=

Mr, Bastri’s Kenya Mission ... o 307

Asiatio Labour at I. L. C, w 311

TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE death of Sir Gangadharrao Chitnavis removes

from Indian public life a prominent
Reclﬂffnfi’;,(_l‘ Liberal, with a distinguished record
of publio service rendered solely out

of a sense of duty snd regsrdless of applause or
blame, Beginning from the Presidentship of the
Nsgpur District Council, he rose to the highest post
to which a public worker could aspire in his own
provinoce, that of the President of the C, P, Legisla-
tive Council. He sat in the Imperial Council for
mapy years as a representative of the Municipalities
and Distriot Counoils and took a prominent part in
its deliberations, and secured the esteem both of the
people and of the Government. As a token of the
former it may be noted that he was offered the
Presidentship of the National Congress in 1900,
although he modestly deolined the unique honour,
vonscientiously thinking that he was not & man of
ripe age. He was selected as the C.P. representa-
tive, to be a guest of the nation at the King's Corona-
tion, Under the Montagu-Chelmsford reform
scheme he was appointed President of the C. P.
Council and made his mark as an upright and im.
pertial Speaker. Along with hix political activity,
he took B prominent part in educational activities
in hia province, devoting his time and energy un-
stintingly, for which service the people in O P.
bave on varicua ccoasions expressed their grati-
“dude. It is given to very few, to have the privi-
lege of serving the country in such varied capacitiea
for nearly four decades, scorning delight and living
1aboricus days.
] * »

IN B recent interview given to the Free Press of
Sir Senkaren India in Londo:_x Sir San_kgran_ Nair
Nair's Dissatisfac- 8Ppesrs to be mightily disillusioned.
tion, Ha deolared that the members of the

: Central Committes have no know-
Jedgo of the views of the members of the Commission

or of the lines on which the latter are likely to report.
He added that the exchange of views between the
two has so far been one-gided only, the members of
the Commigsion having kept their own views to
themselves. Perhaps they do not think it worth
their while to present them before the famous
Committee of the Indian Perliament, whick when *
their co-operation was requized was boomed to the
skies, Sir Sankaran Nair does not think it probable
that there would be a fres discussion between the
members of the Central Committes and the Commis-
sion before the former drew up their Report. He
also thought it pertinent to obsexrve that in the
selection of witnesses the Central Committee had no ¢
say,and it never interfered with the seleotion of .

witnesses made by Sir John Simon, This naturally¥d”

Jeads to the retort that it was Sir Sankaran Neir's
duty as President of the Central Jommittes to do the
needful and he should have done it long ago instead
of ecroaking about it at such & late stage of develop-
ment. Ifthe Central Committée eannot make any
impress on the Report of the Commission, then $ha

' name Joint Free Conferenoce is a clear misnomer except

in the sense that the Central Committee has heard all
the witnesses and had access to the whole evidenca
tendered before the Conference. In view of the
declaration of the Free Press made while reviewing
the Indian situation thet it is not likely that the
Lebour Government will convene a Round Table
Conference of the representatives of the Indian
people for the .purpose of franfing a oconstitution
acceptable to Indian opinion, the prospect of a cone
ciliation does not seem to be very assuring. What
appears likely is that the Simon Report nnadulterat-
ed with any of the judgments of the Central Com-
mittee will dominate the situation and JIndian
nationalists will hardly be in & mood to give it a
hearing. This certainly is not the way of bridg-
ing the gulf and we hope that before it is tco late
gome sgency for eliciting representative Indian i
opinion will be devized, whatever, be its particular

form, ’

SOk * *

THE decision of the Working Committes of the Con-

Protests sgainst gresg o boycott the Councils hag
the Walk-out  created grest dissatisfaction in vari-
Policy. ous provinces, although there has

Yeon no regular revolt so far, The U, P. Swarajists
have decided to abide by the mandate of the Con-
gress out of loyaliy, at the same time expressing
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tteir regret that the Working Committes could not
allow tkem to attend the Council. They have placed
their resignations in the hands of the party leader,
and hops that the Working Committee may permit
them to resign, so as not to disregard the wishas of
their conetituencies. Two of the provincial Con-
gress Committees in Madras have asked for permis-
sion for their representatives to stbend when impor-
tent measures come up for consideration. The Ben-
gal Swarsjists have been temporarily exempted from
the ban by thbe President of the Congress till July 5
when the meeting of the Working Committee is ex-
pected to clear up all doubts and give clear cut in-
structions. We hope the Working Committee will
musier sufficient courage to abrogate its previous
decision. Pandit Motiizls Nehru's assurance that
there is no disapreement in Congress circles over
the decision of the Working Committee i3 merely
conventional end is not likely to deceive anybody.
Pandit Motilal will bring a hcrnet’s nest round
his ears unless he modifies the resclution so as
to enable the Swarajists to make common cause
with other parties on fundamental issues includ-
ing that of the backing of the Nehru Report.
The only result of the walk-out will be the entry of
rcactionaries who might meke things easy for pro-
vincial Governments and prevent the possibility of
a well-organized opposiliontoanti-national measures.
The opposition of the Msharashtra Provineial Con-
gress Commitiee has been espressed in no uncertain
terms. A move of the sort contemplated by the
Working Committee can only be suicidal at this
staze when the presence of all nationalist elements
inside the Councils is vitally necessary to oppose the
last efforts made by the bureaucracy to coneolidate
its position before the inauguration of a new reform-
ed congtitution.  Besides the members of the
Congress who have faith in werk inside the Coun-
cils ought to be allowed to do the best of whieh they
are capable instead of rotting in s condition of fruit-
less inactivity.
* - *

IF the Tribune is to be believed, the Punjab Simon
Committee is apparently going to
submit a divided report. The
majority report is signed by four
out of the seven members of the
Committee—two  Mahomedans, one  European
and one Hindu; and makes recommendations
which frankly sre of a very reactionary
nature. While this report wants the official
bloc to go and the legislative counsil to
become wholly elected, it cannot bear the idea of
doing away with separate electorates. It thus
proposes that the majority of the members of the
counocil should be elected by s=parate Muslim electo.
rates with the neoessaery c.roliary, we presume, of a
predominantly Muslim cabinet., We wonder how
it did not strike the a.thors of the majority report
that to ask for this kind of special treatment for a
majority community like the Muslim is to make
oneself guilty of a constitutional absurdity. Under
the arrangements proposed by the majority of this

Reactionary
Proposals from
Punjab.

committee, the provinocial government is to consiat-

of 8 Governor with a wholly responsible cabinet, the
chief minister being chosen by the Governor from
the majority party, which means that he would
always be a Mshomedan and the other ministers

also being chosen by the Governor but on the advice
of the Chief Minister. It is possible that in the
selection of his colleagues the Chief Minister might
try to give some representation to cther communities;
at the same time it is olear that the eelection of
non-Muslim ministers would ordinarily be made not
on intrinsic merit nor beeauss of their representative
character but on aceount of their aptitude to fall in
with the Chief Minister’s views at least in more
important matters, It does not need much perspi-
cacity to see that the recommendations are inspired
by u desire to perpetuate the political supremacy of
the Mahomedans in the province, One ghould have
expected that a bedy which stands for full provincial
autonomy would ask for the right to recruit its
gervices ; but the majority of the Punjab Committes
apparently have greater faith in the Secrotary of
State than themselves and proposs that the two  key
services, the Indian Civil Service and the Indiasn
Police Servica, should continue to be recruited by
him. But what is still worse is that it is suggested
that appointments of high court judges should be
made by the Crown on the recommendation of the
local Government. With such a communsally-minded
Government 25 is proposed under this scherme it will
not take long for the poison of communalism to
spread to tha highest court of justice in the land
whicb, if it is really to inspire public confidence,
cught to be above such narrow considerations,

% * +

OWIKG to its publication of the Bihar Government's
memorandum to the Simon Commis-
sion which was of a confidential
nature, the Searchlight of Patnas has
incurred the displeasure of the Bihar
Government, which have decided to withdraw from
it “ such advantages as have hitherto been oonoceded
to the journal.” These advantages are the free
supply of Government reports, gezettes and coms-
muniques end the receipt by the paper of adver-
tisements and notices from different Government
departments for publication for which of course pay-
ment used to be made to the paper in question.
Though this is meant as a punishment o the paper,
wo think the stoppage of the free supply of Govern.
ment publications to the paper will disadvantage
the Government itself more than the newspaper ; for
while this facilitates the business of the editor, it
ensures wide publicity for (Government mesasures
and decisions. If on account of the withdrawal of
these facilitiess from the most widely circulated
paper of the province Government measures and
decisions receive distorted or inadequate publioity,
they have to thank themselves for it. And it is from
thie point of view that we regard their decision more
harmful to their own interests than to those of the
paper in question, The refussl of the Bihar Gover-
ment to send any more Government notices to the
paper will certainly deprive it of & source of steady
and sure income ; but are these notices sent to thet
journal as a sort of bribe for keeping back from the
public important confidential documents of vital
public importance which might fall into its hands ?
And is it because it has not kept to this taocit under-
standing that it is songht to punish it in this
manner ? If 50, no self-respecting newspaper would
care for such patronage. But the Searchlight is not
the only sinner in the matter of publication of con-
fidential papers. The memarands submitted by
the Madras and U.P. Governments to the Simon
Commission which were presumably confidential
have appearad in ertenso in prominent journals
published in those provinees without their having
made themselves 11able, so far asa we know, to this
kind of treatment from their respective Govere-

Bihar Governe
ment's Petty~
mindedness,
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ments. The Bihar Govermment' in apparently” toor
thin-skinned and too petty-minded sz weH:. They
would have dons well to follow the example of the
other two provinoial Governments referred to above

and to have connived at the msatter
L * *

THR Amcdate&(gh;ml;:;seaf Cammerce hawaarevimotfl'
. their judgment om. ther questions

::::.‘.: '::,'t‘:c,‘;:g the transfer of law and-order saying
that their memorandum submitted

to the Simon Commission about s. year. ago does not
‘reflect faithfully” the views' held: by the varivus
Chambers to-dsy. The last time they showed @
change of front was at theorat-evidence given before
the Joint Free Conference whan they stated that,. cons
trary to what was stated in the written memoran-
dum, they held that law and order should ba a reserv-
ed pubject, Curiously enough, instead: of bringing
them to book, the Presidernt of the Conferencw pro-
claimed that there was nothing to prevent a- body
from holding different views at the enquiry- from
those they held st the beginging, In fact some of the
questions asked at the time wera of such a nsature
that they-looked like a bread hint from' the Commis-
slon to asesrtain minutely the opinien of the constis
tuent Chambers, so as: to: make sure whether the
majority view wag in favour of the tranafsr of law
and order, It is not surprising therofore that some
of our contemporarles regard the revised appendix as
one written in direet response to this broad hint: The
Chambers have however shown the courtesy of ex~
preseing their regret: for' causing: inconveunience to
the Commigsion. by its- emendations, We. wonder
whether any other witnesses would be privileged to
modify their views and state their latest doectrines;
perhaps the Provinoial Goveraments would welcome
suoh a-privilege for airing their still maturer viewss

The reason given for such o medifieation of opinien: |.

is that recent. outbreeks: have made- the. Cham-
bers doubt whether the slected Ministers could
successfully perform their task in the faca
of'serious communsl ttoublés, Sov the oldbogey
is- vrotted out again aw o serious remeen: for
8 modified attitude on thisr all impertaut: quess
tion. Asa matter of fact this topic has besn dis-
oussed ih all its bearings almost threadbare and it
is absurd-to say that the Bombay ' riots  and'its com-
geners have necessitated a reconsideration of judg-
mente onoedelivered, It iz oreditable to the Bengal
end Madras Chambers that they: still adhere o their
old view that law and order must be transferred.
The Bengal Chamber says * that unless the respon-
sibility for the maintenance of ordér is transferred
to the charge of a Minister provinocial' antomomy
cannot be regarded as-having a proper chanoe of ful-
filment™"; although they suggest that the grant of
provinoial.nutonomy should be acoompanied by the
strengtl_]emng of the Central Government’s power of
maintaining order. We co not think the Europeans
ought to-glory in putting back the hands-of the-olock.

L 2 *» -

WHILE nobody t;vould deng thie right c;f hMuslims
- :la- - 0 protect the intbrests’ of their coms
':’:.u:::._“ Cecta-; munity whioh they fesl to be endan-
gered by the propeganda in favour of

the Nehru Rerport, very few will congratulate the All.
India Muslim Conference on their issuing the senseless
and jil-tempered statement' which the Committee
of that" tody has' recently issued from Bombmy: If
Pandit Motilal intends to fight the next election on
the issue of the Nehru Report thers is notbing-in it
savouring of the mentality of a dictator; the desorip-
tion of the Nehru Reportasasa demandformulated by
& majority of onstd-Hindus in India is too ludicrous
to be geriously refuted. The Commiites has: quoted

" MK MacDlomedd™ rnler with regard to minorities
- thet'there ghould be no  diatinctions in the enjoy-
_ment of the rights of citizens; and that languages
and religious differences should be respeoted in law,
| sdmintetration, and education, So far as we- cau
! gpe,.a1] this isberne in mind in the framing: of the
| Nehru: Roport and.thereis no traes of a curtailment:
' of the Muslim eitizens’ rights in the constitution.
'adumbrated in the Report, The Committes wel-
h oomes ‘the decisitn te prolomg the life of the preosent’
Assembly because-they think-there in: o clear outt
! issus: befows the country’ just mnow. This is m
"matter. of opinion; but thereis no reason why the
! Committee should revile- the nationalist Press for
‘ having spoken against the decirion to extend ths life
i of the Assembly orrthe ground that thie decigion gives
' {o the present legislators: & lease of life which ig: not
' in aceordance with the-spirit of the constitution. Be-
- pides it i8- not essentisl that there. should be a clear
‘out isgue in every election; an election has to be
. faced at the expiration of the term appointed, whe-
ither there is an issue or mot, The Conference has
" decidad to send a deputation to England in order to
: oounteract the subtle propaganda in favour of the
Nehru Constitution and place the point of view of
,the Muslim minority before the British publie
'and members of the Cabinet. We only hopa that in
‘putting forward their own ouse, they would avoid
‘making-on exlibition of a-parockial mentality. They
‘would also be well:advised tv remember that they
‘should rely more orr raszoning than: on a. senselsss
_declamation against the Nehru Report, without thyme -

i Or Te8B80N..

'Y » *

lIh‘r the Irish Free State Govarnment ie faced with a
! conspiracy, supposed- to be wide«
spread, to agsassinate or Intimidate
jurors in. politieal cases in which

feslings run high, and, in order to meet this situa-
. tion it is-contemplating extraordinary measures
- which, if'addpted; would'make novel changes in the
* normal judiviet: machinery - of the cowntry: It is
" intended, first of all, while empanelling. the jury, not:
to disclose the names.of these who are summoned to
serve as jarors, The jury is to be empanelled instead
by numbers. The object of thig provision is nodoubt
to protect them from the conspirators, but iF would
deprive the accused of the valusble right he possesses
of challenging anyone whom he suspacts- as likeiy
to be prejudiced against him, He cannot exercise
this right unleas he knows who his judges are going
to be. The régime of secret justice: which wiil thus
he inaugurated i pure to resuit in grave: injustioe in
manw oases.. Next, it is- intended: that: ingtead of &
unsnimeus verdict from: all the twelve: jnrors: being
required before the person on trial is held guilty a
verdiot of nine jurors would hereafter be. held suffi-
oient, This again makes a fundamental’ change in
the normal law of the country. The publication of
this proposal . har axoused-a: storm of opposition in
Ireland, and.we are sure that Government will have
little chanoe of getting it through unlesa they pro-
duoe - imcontrovertible proof that the danger is
imminent and serious. But this proposal has a
moral for India: If intimidation or murderof jurors
actually takes place on a large sgesale, Government
cannot but adopt extraordinary methods of putting
down the conspiracy. While we are bound to regard
with very grave suspicion any proposal for. selting
up erecial machinery of justice we must remember
that the first duty: of astate ia to preserve its own life
and that when attempts on it cannot be defeated by
ordinary means. it must. and will resort to
extraordinary mm;{s, including martial law, to
defeat them, .

'lnotimidation of
" Jurors,-

*

* *
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PRINCES' BAD STRATEGY.

WE knew that they would do it, and they #&ave done |

it! The Princes had two alternatives opan to them :
either they could, by repudiating Sir Lsslie Scoti's
cicksuretheories and shallow sophistries which would
in effect bar the road to self-government in this
country, enlist the whole of BritishIndia on their side
and, by introducing & modicum of reforms in thsir
States, bind their subjects firmly to themselves and
with the united strength of these popular forces they
could compel the Imparial Government to recognise
their just clsims; or they could by taking the oppo-
site oourse antagonise both these forsas and on the
ground of such antagonisation appeal to the Imps-
rial Government for relaxing somewhat the rigour
of the control it now exercisas over them. Thae
Princes, it is now evident from the resolutions they
presented to the Viceroy, have opted for the laitar
alternative ; they have elected to alienate the paople
both in British India and Indian States and by this
means to worm themselves into the favour of Gov-
ernment. This no doubt appaars to them to be their
best strategy s however, if oaly thoy will reflest
further on the situation they will s70n find how
little they can possibly gain in this way and how
much more by following the othar alternative.

The average British Indian politician iz averse
from any interference in Indian Stafes’ affairs. His

whole soul revolts from ths policy which ths Britigh '

Government has consistently followed in depressinz
the Indian States, And if he had the power he
would restore the Princes to their rights of full
sovereignty, without asking too many quastions as
to the way in which the Princes ave ruling their
own subjests. Hoe in fact comes hesvily down upon
any agitators in Indian States who may dara to fol-
low, even ata long distancs, his own mothods in
extracting some moaasure of political power fromthair
rulers. He stands sedulously aloof from any
measures which the Government may feal comnalled
to take in discharge of its solemn obligation to pra-
vent gross misrule in Indian States, even when the
misrule in question is barefaced and open. On the
oontrary he will not seruple to oppose such measures
and represent the unredeamed tyrant as a martyr to
a vengeful Government. Is it wise, wo ask, for the
Tndian Princes to turn such a firm friend int> what
he will inevitably become—an implacable enemy ?

Tha British Indian politician could thus afford
to lavish undiseriminating friendliness upon the
Princes becausa the Princas never crossed his path.
He had even & faint hopa that they might one day
assume leadership in the emanocipation of his coun-
try. Inany event he could always uss them as s
serviceable handle for carrying on agitation against
the British Government. But his single-minded
endeavour has all along been to obtain freedom for
his country. Nof reslising this, howaver, the Prin-
oces have now definitively ranged themseelves agaiast
the Swaraj movement. They have allowed Sir Laslie
Boott to put forward propositions, according to which

the British Government would not have the power,
even if it had the will, to oconfer sealf-government
upon India. These propositions the Princes have
now endorsed. Do the Prinoass realize that after this
they will have to reckon with hostility on the part of
the people of British Indis, almost as undiscrimina~
ting ag the friendliness to which they wera used so
far ?

The people at large of Indian States oan with
great difficulty be induced to demand self-govern-
ment from the Indian Princes, They are as a rule
quite content if the Prince is a benevolent despot. if
he nses his autocratic power even moderately well.
If there is some pretence ofconsulting the people on
occasion, general satisfaction is expressed. If the
Prince merely publishes & repart of his administra-
tion and an account of the revenues raised by him,
which is yet a rare phenomenon, the paople feel tha
be is little short of a demi-god. In this state of
public feeling it would have bheen the easiest thing
inthe world for the DPrinces to introduce some
modest reform and thus hold the few agitatorain
the States who advooate radical reform at bay. They
could easily have secured the support of all their
people for the claims—political as well as economic
—which they hsve to urga against the British Gov-
ernment. Bul the States’ psople now find that the
Princes, without moving in tha least to take even
the first step in establishing popjular government in
their own States, are trying to block the progress of
British India towards self-government. Tha
Princes could have done :nothing calculated mora
effectunlly to forfeit the sympathies and the affec-
$ions of their subjects.

Having estranged the paople both in British
India and Indian States, the Princes have now
thrown themselves for the assarfion of their rights
and the redress of their geievaneces solely on tha
instinot of divide ef impera which may ba an active
force with the lower order of British politicians, Bat
is it likely that even these will ragard t2e help to be
darived from'the Princes in checking British India's
political advance of such great valus fhat they will
be willing t2 loosea their hold on them ? No. The
British Government, if it desires to pat down the
movament for self-governmant in British India,
oan certaialy do so without summoning to its aid
Sir Leslie Soott's conteations, “ unchewed and
crade ™, rezarding its constitutional position. If on
the other hand i finds it expesdient to add India to
Britain's s3lf-govarning dominioas, it will not
allow these contantions to interpose an obstacle. If
will out its way through them. The net rasult of
the Prinoces’ new strategy can therefors only be that
they will lose the support of those whoase assistanocs
they so badly require in ragsining somathing of
their lost position.

It is hardly nacessary to examine .once again
the validity of Sir Laslia Sostl’s argamint, which
oonsists of nothing more than play on ths word
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foundly strack by the eficioncy and devotion dispiayed by
the staff of the International Labour Office. Itis im-
portant on general gronnds that an ioternational oivil
service of this kind, representative as it is of various
countries and n \tiooalities, shogld conform in ita eervice
standards at least to those egtablished by the best na-
tional oivil services, otherwise it will cease to attraot
persons of the right type to come to Geneva and make
their career here. I hope, therefors, that the Governing
Body of the International Labour Office and the League
of Nations will give the most sympathetic consideration
to the proposaly of the Direstor in thie regard.
He expressly added:

Speaking in the name of the Indian employers I affirm
my faith in the utility of the work done by the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation.

Mr, Joshi voiced the opinion of the Indian workera
~when he said : )

I regret that the raprasentatives of my Govel'nlnent'
perbaps soting as a haundy tool of the British Government,
participated in the reactionary effort in the last As-
sembly of the Leagne of Nations. I feel sure that the
workers of Endia not only do not want the expenditure in-
ourred for this Organisation to be reduced, but they will
be glad if the expanditure and activities of the Organisa-
tion simultaneously eontinue to incraase.”

"Sir Al Chalterjea—>f whoss balanced judgment,
wiss caution, and fine sanity there will hardly
‘be any question—not only supiorted the budget at

-the Groverning Body's moeeting but also said at tha
-Conference :

Speaking as & Government representative, I oan assers
that the publications of this Office have besn of the very
greatest utility to all Governments in distant partsand
in ovarseas parts of the world who want information on
tha progress of soonial legislation in other countries.
Similarly, these publioations have been of the very great-
est use to Members of Parliament, to sooial workers ani
indeed to everyons interested in the progress of homa-
nity.

This remark of Sir Atul’s assumes added signi-
ficanoe as it was mada folloving his insistence on
the information and educsation resulting from ths
aotivities of the International Labour Organisation
being of far greater value than any formal legisla.
tion. Nor was the appreciation of the work of the
Office and its placa in the sconomy of nations pro-
porly appraised by our delegates nlone. Speaker
after speaker bore testimony to the vast and meri-
torious work which the IL.O. was doing and the
Latin Americans, a very powarful group in the
League, were loud in claiming the attention of the
“Qffice to their psculiar needs, In view of the mis-
understanding which would ssem to exist in India
in this regard { for all Indian delegatss who have
had expsrience of Genava appear to be agreed in the
belief that a real knowledge of the work of the inter-
nationgl organisations here would dispel the wids-
-spread soeptipism prevailing in India about Geneva)

some of the remarks of Monsieur Jonhouk will ba
found interesting : : :
In Germany, for every 100 francs in the budget there ia
paid to the International Labour Office half a centime ; in
Australia one and one-tenth centimes ; Spain, one and
one-tenth centimes ; France, sevea-tenths of a centime;
Great Britain, four-tenths; Italy, nine-tenths: and
Japau one and one-tenth centimes, .. The payment made
by Great Britain to the LL.O. is £34,000 a year: the
telephone expenditure in the Minisitry of Labour of Graat
Britain amounts to £36,000, That means that Great
Britain—and she is not the only one—pays less to the
LL.O. than she pays for telephone expenditure in her
own Ministry of Labour.

Besides attacking the Government of Indis for
joining forces with the late British Govarnment in
ita effort to cripple the aotivitiex of the 1.L.0O. Mr.
Josghi also charged onr Government with the dis-
courtasy of omitting to invite Monsieur Albert
Thomas to visit India in the coursa of hia rzcent Far
Eastorn tour. He felt it neoessary to warn the LL.O,
about the growing influenoe of Moscow which counld
not be ast off either by the patent remedy of repres.
sion or by the dangling of ideals but only by rapid
development in social legislation. In answer to thia
Sir Atul Chattariea explained that Monsieur Thomas's
tour programme would admit of only {oo short a visit
to India and as szch he felt it-necessary to approach
the Director about this question on “a—more suitabla
cocasion. This being, as he thought, perhauy his
last appearance in the Conferenoce, the High Commis-
sioner for India took npon himself to put forward
cortain suggestions. Ho deprecatad the tendency to
magnify tho value of ratifications and drew attention
to the influence of the Organisation in disseminating
information and educating public opinion. Hae aiso
put in a plea for mn agenda, less charged, and for
subjacts to ba disoussed in the Conference to be
determined at loast t wo vears ahead so as te leave
time to gauge accurately the fesling of the general
publio about them. ) ’

My, Shunmugam Chetty came forward with the
suggestion that the office of the Correspondent at
Dslhi should move to Simla with the Government of
India so that the nocasssary contact batween tha
Government and the representative of the I.L.O.
could always be maintained.

He insisted on the n2cessity to bring the Indian
States within tha sphere of the International Labour
Organisation as otherwise owing to unfsir compati-
tion the employars would find it hard to agree to the
ratification of the measures rscommended by the
Conference. This is a point on which workers and -
employers were in agreement, and by puiting
national oonsiderations first Mr. Chetty showed a
similar agreement as regards forcad labour. In view
of the conditions in which Indian workers lived in
places like Afrioa he urged the immediats abolition
of forced labour, dissociating himself from the gene-
ral group who were ooncerned sbout their interests.

P

=

MR. SASTRI'S KENYA MISSION.

Could Momtasa have found a hall three limes as
big ae the fing hall of the Goan Institute it would have
been thronged as the Institute was, on Tuesday night
{the 1Ith June, says the Kenya Daily Mail ). Mr,
P, H. Clarke made an admirable Chairman and in
the audience were ¢ greal number of the Coast Euro-
pean cilizens ; sn fact the number was nol even limited
-by the tickets, for wherever there was a foothold, there
was an enthusiast of one race or another. Many ladies
graced the seats. Ji was a most atlentive house and

those who failed to gel in got an inkling of the pro-
ceedings through doors and windows. The Right Hon,
Srinivisa Sastri was received with cheers on introduc-
tion by the Chairman.

Mr. Sastri said :—Mr. Chairman, ladies and
gentlemen :—Now that I am about to leave the coun-
try I have been asked, and very properly too, what
I have been doing and what I have finally to say.
It is difficult to speak one's mind freely and fully in
this conneotion, knowing that misunderstandings
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are only too essy, and that the attempt to clear one

.misunderstanding often leads to another. { Hear,
hear. ) I bave. as has been slready pointed out, come
here to represent the case of the Indian community
to Sir Samuel Wilson. It has also been mentioned
in the papers how, having come to do that, I did the
job only partially and stayed at Nairobi sall the
time. The unfortunate delay of a week in my arri-
val in this country has had obe consequence.

The Indian Congress eppointed a strong deputa.
tion to wait upon Sir Samuel Wilson and chcse my
colleague and friend, Pandit Kunzru, to represent
their case. He has therefore been the real spokes-
man of the Indian eommunity and I have sat aside
watching the proceedings and helping, so far as [ may,
from behind. I would assure the Indian community
that that substitution has been an entire gain to
them. Their case could not have been presented with
greater ability, circumspection or vigour. It was
thus left to me to stay in Nairobi and do anything
that might be possible to bring matters to a better
understanding between the European and the other
races. I have found the task by no means easy. Ii

is not my object to apportion blame. Perhsys gp.

other oculd have done better, but I would. 405t 1
‘have found the situation very diffig 1tn-i;1dbgl 1
man with far greater prudenr== ~ Jb' L aeed. 8
stand the various aspos” “fce and a .111ty to under-
soveral monthe.t -~ % oov3 of the question stayed here
prer= OPft& ho might be able to make some im-
opcreslon.  As it is, ladies 2nd gentlemen, I may not
claim more than this : that I have tried my best to
upderstand ; I have seen as many people as I could;
and I have established whet in modern phraseology
is called “ personal contact” with several influen-
tial gentlemen. Whether these personal contacts
are.going to be useful in future is more than I at
present can say. I hope they will be of use in the
hands of & more fortunate representative of the
Indian Government, and it is in that hope fthat I
leave.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, that is not a very

encouraging account, but I have nothing befter and
would not deceive anybody by saying that they
ay expect great thinge. Nol ‘We have, I mean
{the Indian community bave, for some time past, con-
{centrated attention in the political sphere on a
! commmon electoral roll. That has been resisted by
jthe European community with sll their strength
/ and great influence. This question, as _you know,
came into great prominence as a result of the report
of the Hilton-Young Commission where it has been
recommended as an ideal to be aimed at, and with
regard to which preliminary enquiries shouid be
started by the High Commissioner whom they
propose that the Government should appoint.

There is no doubt that the hopes of the Indian
community were raised considerably on this account,
and it seems to me that they were on the whole quite
just and should be treated in the proper light. My
endeavour, to the extent that lay inmy power, has
been to recommend the institution of the Common
Roll to the European community. At two meetings
in Nairobi, one somewhat private, the ofher publie, I
spoke about the common and_communal rolls at con-
giderable lengtl and did not by any means conceal
my very strong partizanship in favour of the common
roll. Itis no news, I take it, to many here present,
that in India at the present moment there is & great
attempt being made to abolish the communsl, snd
put in its place the common, roll.

INDIAN CONCESSIONS,

I sm altogether on the side of the common rell.
( Applause. ) I know by experience in Indin kow un-
fortunate the consequences of a communal roil have
Dbeen, and, if I have any regard for the welfare of

Kenya, I should throw all the weight of my influ-
ence upon the side of a common roil in the country.
I recognise to the full how dear to the heart of the
Indian community the common roll is. Yet in order,
to reassure the Evropean community, we have been|
willing to.mtroduce restrictions and safeguards upon
its operation so that any fears that the Buropeani
community may entertain should be removed. {

To.se_oure this common roll the Indians have ‘
been willing for many years that the franchise in
this colony should be a ‘ ¢ivilisation ” franchise,
compounded, if need be, of a property and educational
qual}ﬁcatxon. You will realise what a great saocri-
fice it mears, when you remember that quite recently
the adult franchise was conferred on the Indian
community almost without their asking for it, that
they: should now be willing to surrender it, if need
be, in order that their voting strength should be bro-
ught within a small compass which need not alarm
the European community in comparison with their
voting strength. That the Indians should be willing
to concede th‘ﬁﬁ%@_ns.te ma " distinct step towards
establishing-their good faith and moderation.

But they have not been content even with that;.
they have gone farther still and agreed to the provi-
sion that after their voting strength has been 80 res--
tricted, their number of representatives onthe Legis-
lative Council should be considerably lessthan the
pumber of representatives allowed to the European
community upon nearly the same voling gtrength.

Now these two concessions together seem to me
to make it absolutely irrefutable that the Indian ap-
preciation of the common roll is not based merely
upon selfish considerations when it hes induced
them to see that every precaution is taken so that:
under it the politioal balance of this country msy
not be upset.

Since 1921 a strong contention has been put for-
ward on behalf of the European community—for-
which, however, 1 have in spite of my research
been unable to find any justifieation—that the object
of the Indian community is somehow or other, by
some subtle or underhand process, to get control of
the political machinery of Kenya and to run the-
Government of this colony on purely Indian lines
for the exclusive benefit of Indians, and with the
objeot of supplanting the power of the Britisher.

Now it seems to me that such propaganda is
sbsolutely unrelated to the facts, We have tried
repeatedly to contradict these statesments, but unfor-
tunately the means of publicity that the Indian com-
munity command, whether here or in England, are
by no means so strong as the means at the disposal
of the European community, and for that reason
truth has had, strange to say, “to seek the cormer.”™
( Leughter. )

CASE FOR THE COMMON ROLIL.

Believe me, ladies and gentlemen, if other rea-
sonable safegusrds ars required—I emphasise
reasonable safeguards, the Indian community would
not be unwilling to consider them, such is the
importanoce they attach to the common roll.

But why do they attach such importance to the
common roll ? So far as I have been able fo under-
stand, it is not that they think the common roll
will bring them any extraordinary blessinge denied
to apother community, but because they are fully

. persuaded that in the circumstances of this colony
" the common roll, leading to a

common oitizenship,
{s the only means of sevuring its steady progrees
and prosperity.

It is an unselfish desire on their part, and E
am utterly sad that the motive has been * misunder-
stood " and their attempt has been met by a strong.
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. *"the Crown.” All who know anything about con-
gtitutions! discussions know how rieky it isfo be
too free with that expression. Professor Maitland
has well given the warning in his lectures on “Con-
stitutional History” (p. 418):

“There is one term against which I wish to warn
you, and that term is ‘the Crown.’ You will certains
1y read that the Crown does this and the Crown
does thet. As a matter of fact we know that the
Crown does nothing but lie in the Towsr of Lon-
don to be gazed st by sight-seers. No, tha Crown
is & convenient cover for ignorance; it saves us
from asking diffioult guestions, questions which
can only be answered by study of the statute book.
I do not dony that it is a convenient term, and
you may have to use it; but I do say that you
should never be content with it, If you are fold
that the * Crown * has this power or that power
—do not be content until you know who lagally
has the power—is it the king, is it one of his
gecretaries ¥ Is this power a prerogative power
or is iv the outoome of statute ?

The term often means nothing more than the
government, Professor Maitland, than- whom there
are few more competent authorities on constitutional
law, says the Crown is very often *a corporation
agrregate "’ ; but continues “ a better word has re-
cantly returned to the statute book. That word ia
Commonwealth * ( vide his Collected Papers, vol. iii,
P 257 ) In other words, the Crown only means the

Commonwealth, or as Professor Delisle Burns has
said in one place, it only means “the supreme exeou-
tive,” It will be reen frum this on what unsure foun-
dation 3ir Leslie Scott has rearad the fabric of his
weird theories. In fact thess theories have no basis.
For our own part we are glad that these theories
have been advanced, Nothing else would have served
to shake British Indian politicians out of their in-
differenca to the condition of Indian States’ people
and unreasoning partiality for Indian Princes, A
yoar ago no politician of repute ocould be psrsuaded
to speak of Indian States ; now every other politi-
cian is found dwelling on the dangers implicit in
the situation oreated by the Princes. Ogr politi-
cians are yet chary of openly supporting interference
where maladministration justifies it,” but we have
no doubt that after some time they ,will themselves
demand it. In the matter of economie adjustmenta
we have no doubt that the Princes willinow find their
stoutest opponents in the British Indian politicians
—and also in the people "of Indian States, although
& thinly veiled attempt is being made by the Princes
to win them over by promising to devote to their
gervios any additional revenus that will acorue from
these adjustments. Is it from the Princes’ point of
view & good strategy to turn their back upon their
renl friends and supporters and betake themselves
for protection to the very Government which has
wronged them ? ;

AGE-LIMITS FOR MARRIAGE AND OONSENT.

THE Age of Consent Committee presided over by
Sir Moropant Joshi has, we understand, submitted
{ta recommendations to the Goverument of India.
The main recommendations are said to be unanim-
ous, though it would appear that Moulvi Mahomed
Yakub, M.L.A., hag attached a minute of dissent to tha
Committee’s report on certain points, If the Press
report is to be believed—and the report speaks very
oconfidently—the recommendations are very liberal
and, if given effect to, will make a great advance on
the present atate of thinge. To appreciate how great
the advance wiil be, we shall first state the existing
position of the Jaw, There is no limit of age at pre-
sont at which marriage may lawfully be contracted.
Nor is there any limit of age for men at which
marriege may lawfully be consummated ; but there
is suoh & 1imit for women, the limit being 13. A
man may not have intercourse with his wife, even
with her own oonsent, If she is under 13, such inter-
course being treated as rape and punichable as such.
As for a minimum age of consent outside marriage,
the law aa it exlsts to-day makes it 14 for women
(there beilng again mo limit for men). Sexual
intercourse between & woman under 14 and a man
who is not her husband constitutes the offence of
rape, the oonsent of the woman not being recognis.
ed as 8 defence to the charge.

The Joshi Committee has now recommended,
firstly, that & minimum age of marriage (1. e. con-

traction of marriage ) should be fixed at 14, we sup-
pose, for both men and women; secondly, that a
limit of age should be fixed for oonsurmamation of
marriage at 15, again, we hope, for both men and
women, which will make it impossible for the wife
or the husband to enter a plea which will be accept-
od a3 valid that the young person gave his or her
congent ; and, thirdly, that the age of consent in
extra-marital relations should be 18, again, we sup-
pose, for both men and women. The changes ra.
commended by the Committee are thus:(i) whereas
marriage can be oontracted at present at any age, it
should not be oontraoted hereafter below the age of
14 ; (ii) whereaa the consummation of marriage with
a wife under 13 is unlawful at present, this limit
should be extended by two years and placed at 15;
(iii) whereas intercourse by a stranger with a woman
under 14 is unlawful at present, this limit should be
raised by four years and fixed at 18 ; and (iv) assum-
ing that the aga of oconsent as recommended by the
Committes is applieable to men \as well as women,
whereas there is at present no restriotion on the aga’
of the man when he has sexual intercourse either
with his wife or another woman, the limik of age in

his case as in the case of the woman should heveafter
be 15 within marriage and 18 without; that is to say,
the consummation of marriage with a husband under
15 and interoourse with & man who is not a husband
under 18 should be unlawful whereas these aots
are now lawful,
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On the whole we believe that the ages of mar-
riage and consent proposed by the Committee will
satisfy progressive opinion in the country ; nor will
they be particulsrly obnoxious to orthodox opinion,
to which sufficient respect has been made in several
points. To place thelowest age of marriage atl4
when there has been no limit at all so far may seem
to some a very rash step. They may argue that even
in some European countries, which suffer from no
handicap of age-long custom as India does, the legal
age for marriage is as low as 12 for women, though
the actual age at which marriages take place may
be more advanced. But they ought in fairness to
romember that in these countries marriages hetween
persons under age become void or voidable, The
Joshi Committee is strongly against making such
marriages voidable in this country. This is a con-
cesgion to orthodoxy which if will greatly appreciate.
Another direction in which an attempt was made to
appease orthodox opinion was to empower cerfain
authorities to grant exemptions in exceptional cases,
but this attempt failed. In some European countries
the local oivil or ecclesiastical authority can grant
dispensation to marry under the prescribed age, but
the prescribed age in these countries is generally
higher than that recommended by the Committee.

While on the one hand the Committee has tried
to take orthodox opinion with it by declining to
make marriage of persons under age null and void,
it has sought on the other hand to reconcile progres-
sive opinion by raising by one year the age limit
for the consummation of marriage. In Hurope and
Amerioa marriages are consummated at the time
they are solemnized and the age of marriage on
these continents is the same as the age of consent in
marital relations. Although fherefore matrimony
can be contracted in India af the age of 14, the age
of marriage in the sense in whioh it is usually
understood in other countries will bhe in this
country, according tothe Committee’s recommenda-
tions, not 14 but 15. Woe think that this is as far as
we can go at the present time. Our endeavour must
of course be to raise the age of marriage so that
eventually it may coincide with the age of consent.
But what we are chiefly concerned with is to have
the age of consent at a reassonable figure. In
England till the other day the marriage age was 12
for girls and 14 for boys; but in fact marriages
under 16 were exceedingly rare, And if by Lord
Buckmaster's Bill the marriage age was recently
raiced to 16 for both sexes it was only to avoid the
ronse of shame in having to acknowledge at inter-
national gatherings that the legal age was unreason-
ably low. Another reason for raising the age was
that otherwise, as Headway for June very shrewdly
obgerves, " it was very diffioult to press, as it is
necessary to press, for the raising of the age of
marriage in a country like India.” What is known
in European countries as the age of consent rofers
goley to extra-marital relations and in respeot of
these the Indian sooial reformer has no oause to
complain because the Committee recommends that it
ghould be 18 in this oountry, whereas the highest

limit for age of consent in European and Amerio;r:
countries is 16. But below this 1limit absolute pro-
tection is given to the young in these countries, no
exception whatever being allowed. But the age
limit is as high as 21 in cases where some exoep-
tions are made and some kind of special defence is
open to the offender such as that he had reasonable
cause to believe that the viotim was over the age of
oonsent.

In considering the guestion of the age of ocon-
sent we generally have in view the age of consent
for girls only ; the case of boys is almost invariably
ignored. But our law in this behalf must be appli-
cable to both sexes, and it is so applicable in most
countries, Where a distinction is made it is in the
direction of raising the age limit for boys higher
than for girls by a couple of years. In India how-
ever in framing our legislation we took into consi-
deration the age of girls alonse, no kind of restriction
being placed on the age of boys. This has been a
very grave defect in our legislation, and though the
Associated Press’s summary on the point is not clear,
wo take it that thig defect will be removed by the
Committee and that its recommendations will apply
as much ko boys as to girls. Wae believe the discus-
sion entered into above will justify the opinion we
have formed that the Committee’s recommendations
are, taking one thing with another, quite reasonable.

OUR EUROPEAN LETTER.

( From Our Own Corresponlent. )
GEN_EVA, JONE 13.

THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE,

THERE is a visible feeling of hopefulness and gatis-
faotion about the proceedings of the Conferance this
year. This is, of course, acoounted for by the
change of government in Great Britain. The con-
gideration which the new Governmsant has shown for
the Conference is as great as the apathy of its pre-
decessor. Mr. MacDonald’s cordial message of great-
ing and the British Government's representative's
annoucement in reply to the straight question of Mr.
Poulton, the workers’ delegate, that (Great Britain
will soon take the preliminary steps for the ratifica-
tion of the Hours Convention were bolh suspicious.
Besides much as the delegafes from the overseas
countries may compiain of Geneva concenfrating
excessively on European problems, there is a general
recognition that in taking up the subject of forced
labour, the Conference has given some attention to
other than purely FEuropean questions. This im-
pression has been further strengthened by the Direc-
tors’ reosnt tour to the Bast of which the Conference
will no doubt hear more tomorrow when he takes
part in the discussion about his annual report.

If that disoussion has brought out clsarly one
single issue it is regarding the budget of the Inter-
national Labour Office. In view of the attack on
this budget by the fourth Committes of the Assembly
of the League of Nations last September, an attack
in which representatives of the Government of India
wholeheartedly co-operated with the Tories, it is
interesting to notice the statements made by the In-
dian delegates at the Conference. Conocerning the
foternal expendifure Mr. Shunmugam Chetty, an
employers' represontative, observed:

Those of us who have taken an interest in the working
of the International. Labour Organisation have besn pro-
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negative from the &Ear ocommuity all these yeara,
Moreover, as I told you before, India bas some
-experience of the communal roll. We know how orce
~it is introduoad it grows stronger and stronger upon
the feelings of the pecple, and it would b: nearly
~.impossible to parsuade them ever to relinquish it.

When the Constitution is 1aid down, the Indian
'people here ave particularly anxious that it shm_:ld
‘be 1aid properly, and that is why, before snything
should get stereotyped they have held their hands and
abstained from the Legislative Councils in order
that they might do nothing to- prejudice their oase,
but that they should keep it slive and constaatly
‘before tie authorities in order to oonvince them of
Aheir earnest desire not to do the wrong thing, bus
to do the right thing from the very beginning. Their
hands at least shall be olean ; if tne communal roll
disfipures the publie institutions of this couniry agd‘
stands in the way of a future common. oitizenship,
the responsibllity shall not 1ie on the shoulders of
-tha Indian. (Applause.)

CoMMON CITIZENSHIP.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, I have “spoken of a
-oommon oitizenship and a word upon that aubject
would perhaps cloar another little diffizulty which
attaches itgelf most persistently to this dispussion.
I wigh to combat the notjon in the name of the In-
dian community and I hopa that those who take
part in this controversy hersafter will remember, at
least, that a strong protest has bsen mada in this
{-diraotion on this occassion by the spokesman of the
JIndian community.

I eannot approve, nor will the Grovernment of
India allow, that by any arrangements inthis colony
there should be-iwo-desross-es-ardars-of oitizanship,
.one higher and the other lower, the Indian to be

_eoonsigned to the lower. That is an impossible arran-
.gement, There is no saorifice that the Indian com-
munity will not bear, if ecalled upon to do so, to
avert thises a ocalamity of the first order, and it
would be & ealamity not te them merely, but let
all far-sesing persons apprehend that it would be a
-ocalamity whick would not leave the European com-
munity untouched when it falls upon the Indian
-oommunity, for so are the two communities bound
together in this oolony that I am really surprised
that any serious-minded persons ghould go on pro-
posing at this hour of the day that the Earopean
| should ocoupy the place of power alone. So a eolony

| #an never ba built up; so a psople .on one level, but
the Indian on quite another, oan never grow into
faith and prosperity. I trust all those among you _
who believe that tha people qof this colony have one
destiny will avow that faith and sea that it prevails
in the final adjustments that may be made.

Now that a Labour Qovernmant is in power,
though not overwhelmingly in powaer, you will not
be gurprised that the Indian community remembars
how quite recently a prominent Labour statesman
gave his undertaking that if his party -came
into power thers should be only one oitizenship
in Kenya,

It is therefore not unnataral that we should look
with some expactanoy on the first handling of this
question by Mr _Sidpex Wabb, Therefora du not be

. annoyed if we sesk to influence the new Governmant
lin England to exert their power and to seo that the
\destinies of Kenya are from the firat given a propsr
\shaping. Thus things in the meantima must wait.

It is not, however, the Indian ocommuaity only
that ia waiting, as it wera, on Mr. Silney Wabb's |

first attempts at the handling of Kenya’s affairs. In
my talks at Nairobi to Europaansof inflasnce that
point of view was taken. One gentleman, whom I
may not name, but who wislds, I believe, very great

influence in Kenya, especially told me : “ What is
the good of our discussing this problem seriously
and knooking our heads together if all this labour
will be lost and the present Government upsets all
oalculations "? '

On the European sidey therafors, oorres?ondmg
to the hope of the Indiaa community, there is a-cor-
tain amount of uncariainty and even apprehension,
The question must accordingly-wait for . time, a.qd
I am by no mesans sorry that this breathing time ia
given, so that if possible you hers, botk KEuropean
and [ndian, may take a brighter and more hopeful
view of the situation. S e

PoINTS OF DIFFERENCE.

But the common roll is merely one of the sub-
joots under discussion. The divergence between the
two communities seems to bs marked by sever
other subjeots also, with regard to whlch.I havo b_ee
able to obtain some amount of helpful information
but I have oomse to this -conclusion, and . I sm ocon
firmed in it by opinion all round, that !:hls great su
jeot of the method of elestionto the Legislative Couna
cil wants to be out of the way'by a satisfactory agree-
ment first, and then all the obher subjects of diffe-
rence will ba susceptible of a comparatively easy
solution.

Upon one point, however, 8 word may be allow.r-
ed me if only to clear up cerlain funda.m_ental oonsi-
derations, It may seem somewhat incongruous
that I should have to rofer to what some among you,
broad-minded and liberal politicians, may feel L'o_ba
elementary, but forgive me for a moment even il
seem to labour the obvious.

In surveying your arrangements _maga for edu-
cation or mediosl relief, or the ocounstitution of the
public service, or other branches of gover nme_nt aoti-
vity, one sometimes comess upon an underlying idaa
that primarily and mainly this countryJelqus to
one community, that the reverues thal™ aid athmared
m—prhnurily’"‘meanr"for“"tﬁa“baﬂ%_ﬂt’" 0 that
community and that only seoondanly_’ and after-
wards do other ocommunities ocome in for oon=
gideration. I¢c is not slways avowed, ar_ld when
I put it in this naked form many peopie will unhe-
sitatingly repudiate it, but it is not difficult to seo
that this is the point of view of those who have had
the power of administration ia their hands, I am
not epeaking merely of the Government pa_opla. buk
of thoss who influenoce them in the Lagislative ChHun-
oils by their majority paw~er. It is not d1Eﬁcult.to
ges that perhaps unconscious in many cases, but active
and always existent, is the feeling that tha neads of
one community, great and small, must first ba served
before even the great needs of the other commuaily
oan be taken into coasideration.

A PERMANENT PART.

That, 1adies and geatleman, is the disn.dvautagei%'
of putting political power into the hands of the ra-z
presentatives of one seotion of the .comnuulty. g IB‘; .
it therafora strange that the Indian oa_m‘nuqlbyq
handicappad by this ona-sided arrangamentia various
ways and suffering already in vital respaots, should
ask befors all things to ba regarded as an elamnt of
the population of this colony ? During the virulent
propsganda of a few years ago I myself remsmber
coming upon statomants to the effact that tha Indian
was an unwelooms intruder and that if he could ba
got rid of it would ba well for those thak vamainsd
behind. (Laughter, )

However, that point of view is so absurd that I
dismiss it from my purview, but I would ask that ik
ba no longer put forward as a governing oousxdar;-
tion inthese affaira. Now as it is clear that tha
Indian community, being here, is as justifiad in

-
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remaining here as any other community, is it not
woll that the two communities should adjust thefr
difficulties and marech forward in peaceful coopsra
tion ?

That is the point of view I wish to urge. The
Indian community is here by all the rights thal can
be brought forward ; therefore their claims must be
congidered upon all the principles of eguity and
fairness and. justice for which the British Empire hes
established s name.

THE HOME PARALLEL.

I have been asked very often why I put forward
j olaims for the Indian community which in India
‘,have not yet been conceded. For example, take the
tquestion-of education. I have sometimes besn asked

twhy in East Africa the Indian community should
not be content with just that standard of literaoy,
that percentage of literacy, which they find disclos-
ed in the various annual education reporta of Indisa.
Why do they want more education in Kenya than
they would get in India? Now that comparison, it
seems to me, is altogether beside the point, besides
being utterly unfeir. The Indian community in
this country wish to become qualified to bear the res.
ponsibility of the burden of & higher order of citizen-
ship.

It is often cast in our teeth that we are o poor
race, that in respect of standards of life we come
much lower than the European community, but as
wa wish in the colony of Kenya to make good, to be
accepted as equal citizens under tha same Sovereign
and the same flag, we cannot be content with just
that degree of education that poor India is able to
afford to her many many millions.

How can we be fit subjects for the citizenship of
fKenyu. if we are to be no better off in this country

‘to.which we have emigrated than we were in India ?
i Sometimes it is asked: “ Are you not doing betts
‘than you would be doing in India?"” So we are,
: but did any community come here in order to be
- worse off than it was at home? ({ Applause.) Or
. only just as well off nas it was in its own country ?
( Applause. )

MIGRATION.

Now it is the venturesoms men in any commu-
nity who migrates, and when he migrates he is the
one who inakes good and improves his status, and
why should he not? What principle, I wish to ask,
of the British Empire, what rule of equity, justifies

.apybody in saying to the Indian community: “You
shall not be in Kenye or in South Africa any batter

" than your compatriots in India ?’ If this was to be

. the oase than we should put an end to all migeation.

“Nobody would venture to go to any place to improve
his prospects, and the human race wduld be a queer
proposition.

Now it seems to me, therefore, that that arga-
mebnt too must be put aside and dismissed as un-

-worthy of the citizens of the British Empire. If we
can getrid of these two propositions, if we admit
‘once and for all that the Indian community is here
‘and must be allowed to remain here on equifable
terms in a position to develop its own abilities to
the utmost, and furthermore that no feeling of
jealousy should be aroused in other cominunities if
the Indian community also gets a fair share of the
advantages of thia young and growing oolony—then
when we get rid of these two fundamental grievan-
ces, then we can go on fo the fundamental rights to
which the Indian is entitled.

It seems to me, ladies and gentlemen, that we
are not left without a guiding principle in this
branch of our enquiry, What should ihe prinoiple
be? Woe are asked, and the natural answer it seems
to me is afforded by the reply that Mr. John Cecll

1

Bhodes-made in Capae Colony: “Equal rights for all
oivilised persons.”

Now I do not see what grave difficulties thers
are-in-that principle that we should refuse to be
guided by it in the management of Kenya. The for-
mer Secretary of State for the Colonies has admitted,.
and only recently Mr. Amery gave his homsage to
this:prinoiple, and expressed Limself quite contented
{f 11&1 East Africa this should be enthroned as invio-

able,

That takes us back to the
and:I am of those who bslieve
given votes. on the civilisation qualifioation, itis
perfectly possible'to see that the franchise is so dis-
tributed that every voter more or less would be a.
valuable citizen; s prop and a support to a flourish.
ing young colony rather than the reverse,

It was a test laid down for the High Com.
missioner when ha should be appointed, that he
should enquire into and lay ouf the precise basis.
upon which this franchise sltould be granted. Now
that is a troublesome question, Above all things I
muet be.fair enough fo point out that the establish
ment of such s franchise would involve a with
drawal of the adult franchise both from the Europesa
and.the Indian communities,

FRANCHISE BY CIVILISATION.

Now thia prineiple of the franchise is a vital
one, reaching to the very bottom of ths foundations
of Kenya, Whether upon Rhodes’ principle the
franchise will eventually be established for all oivi-
lised people is an event [ dare not project, but if that
could be done I really believe we should have dis-
covered there the basis, the lasting foundation, of
Kenya's welfare. But allow me on this point to say
that I realise quite fully it involves what in political
language izususlly called {‘backward step”.

It involves the surrender of a privilege that
people have acquired, and it involves furthermore
the recognition thiat this surrender is called for in
view. of & privilege owing to the whole community.
That is the great thing; it is not always easy to get
people to realise that they must sacrifice small things
in order to compass the great, and if I could persuade -
the Indisn commuunity to surrender the adult fran-,
chise and aceept the education frapchise such as”
Mr. Amery has sirongly recommended, I should:
have indeed got my pzople, and I shounld be proud of
“it, to set an example which might well be followed;
by the Europeans. But, as I said before, I must not:
be resh : I will ack both communities if I may to’
attnok this and other similar problems in the spirit
of fellowship and praewful co-operation.

A 3AD DIVISION,

Nothing hae st-uck me more forcibly than the
utter division now [:revailing between the two com-
munities. Mombasa is better, I understand, than
Nairobi in this respect, but even Mombasa, you will
pardon my saying, leaves something tobe desired in
this connection.

It seems to me that the tragedy of the  situation
lies in our not recognising that thera can be no real
progress, whether political, educational or social,
where there is no social peace, where commurities
pull apart and- believe that their best interests are
served by isolation and not by unity. We must re-
‘cognise that in the history of our reoe conflict bet-
ween communities has always meant stagnation and
decay ; it-has never meant progress, Constitutional
advance, administrative amelioration, economic pro-
sperity, all depend entirely upon this primary con-
‘dition, that the communities have learned to live to-
gether as members of one organic whole and may

franchise question,.
that when ws are

net forget that they are members of that whole ex-
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] -oe;;t. at the sacrifice of what_ is vitally .important to l

alt atike, -
The children of one ocommunity, equally with
' the children of another, are the care and anxiety of ¢
the State. The henlth of the members of one com-:
murnity is equally with thet of another community :
the concern of the State, Where these views are not
held at the very bottom of the mind of the adminis- -
trator and politician and statesman, there discord
-and disharmony are bound to prevail, and neither
" national efficiency nor prosperity but the opposite
will be the result. '
A CoMMON PLATFORM,

Now may I ask European and Indian to learn
that they are members one of another and that save
by their community action Kenya ecannot progress
at 6ll ? May I ask them torealise thisand to take
the necessery steps for the establishing of mutual
understanding and mutual co-operation ? :

That should not, it seems to ma, be impossible. .

E I sm not asking that intermarriages should take
" place, I am not asking that our mannera and customs
“should bamade to coalesoe and that ail these fron-
“tiers should be more or less obliterated, That would
"be absurd, perbaps also it would not bs profitable, if .
it could be managed, but believe me, ladies and gen- |
tlemen, on the common suffrages, on the common in-
terests, on the general welfare of the community, on -
the laws that are made, on the way in which these .
.Jaws are administerad, on the way in which finanoce.
i managed, on the way in which revenues are raised
and disbursed for the public benefit, in all these most i
important respects the community have only one|
paint of view,

If they will recognise it and can come together
upon the same platform, then not only their indivi- /
<dual interests but their general Interests algo will be -
served and muet advanoe. It is that pointof view i
that I wish bo impress, Y

In our literature the great national hero Rama |
is desoribed in marvellous phrases by the greatest
poet of all time, Doyou knmow that among the
virtues attributed to him the most gtriking is this:
that * Ha spoka firat ?*' He did notiwait until another
person addressed hiti, he stood not upon his dignity, '
or upon his rank, he came dowa from the high level,
aud in order that the timid and hesitant might -
be emboldened he spoke to him, he addressed the first
word and relieved all his fear. Also it is said that ¢
in so speaking the first word and in putting people .
~at ease he would enliven his countenance by a smile,

That is the ideal thatI would recommend to |'

. you, fellow-oitizens, who now enjoy in this colony
" the balance of political power and have it in your |
power to do the first noble thing. Stretoh out your j
hand in amity and fellowship, smile .and say the
first words of peace and friendship, and you will ]
find that my fellow.-countrymen, however in their
hearts they may be sad at the contemplation of gri- ‘
ovanoces and disabilities, will not be slow to take |
several steps in mdvance and come forward to meet
you on this platform of friendship, of co~operation, of
oommon and earnest endeavour in making of Kenya |
a prosperous and oontented member of the British
- Commonwealth. k
1 bope in that appeal I may include my fellow-
countrymen also. You are by no meana to wait ﬂ
until you are summoned to this temple of amity and
friendship, but there rests apon you a more solemn i
duty then upon the Europeans to pemember that in
our saored soriptures emphasis is laid uwpon the
qualities of forgiveness and forbearance. Remember
no wrongs, put them aside in view of the preat?
future which alone oan brighten the prospects of !

Kenya. In view of that great future remember the -

gsolemn injunotion of our ancient scriptures : remem=~
ber no wrongs but be glad to the extentof yourpower
In this work of pacification. _ o
Come forward then,” yoi who have friends
among Europeans, and these also swho, alas, are
inclined to dwell all too exolusively upon the duly -
of ooming forward, forgetiing past grievances how-
ever diffioult it may .be, .and tske your place as
citizens of Kenya, full of hope for yourselves and
ﬁulcll of ltlxope for the colony in which you have come
to dwell.

ASIATIC LABOUR AT 1. L. C.
MR. JOSHI'S SPEECH,

Following i3 a veibalint report of the speeech mate
by Mr. N, M, Joski as India’s Labour Delegate al the
twelfth sesston of the Inlernational Labour Confer-
ence in (Fencva on the 7th June, 1829,

I am glad that once again I am privileged to
come to Geneva for this Conferencs and to have an-
opportunity of passing in review the record of the
work of this Organisation. 1 feel that the Direotor’s
satisfaction with the mchievements of this Orgsnisa-
tion is to some extent legltimate, and L :offer my
congratulations to &1l thoze who are reaponsible for
its suecess. The number of ratifications .of Conven-
tions and the action taken on Recommendations by
States Members show that they have responded at
least partially to the demands of Geneva mnd that
they realise that this way leads totheir own safety.

The Conferenoce is also becoming more represens
tative. For the first time China haa sent a full Dele-
gation, For the first time I see in this Conference
representatives of the workers of the Dutch East In-
dies and of French Africa. The success already
achieved along these lines gives some indication of
the more general prevalence not only of the aima
and ideals assooiated with this international centre,
but algo of its methods, - Geneva atands for the esta-
blishment of just and humane conditions of work by
evolutionary snd peaceful methods of diseussion and
persuasion. While fully appreciating the benefits of
Geneva and its ideals and methods, however, we
shall not be justified in lapsing inte an easy mood of
complaisance. We must not forget that the nume-
rous ratifications to which I have referred arve, for
the most part, of minor importahce not involving &
serious 'change in the legislation of 'hose States
which are responsible for them. The ratifications of -

| more important Conventions have been comparative-

ly few and in spite of the fact that Geneva hus been
exeroising ite influence for nearly & decade there is
still much tobe done towards the estsblishment of
just and humane oonditions of work. This ds espe-
cially the case in non-European parte of world, In
my owh country, which is not, T admit, entirely un-
affected by the influence of Geneva, the wonditions
of 1ife and work to o great extent remain the same
for workers, as indieated by the rate of mortslity,
housing conditions, eduoational progress, want of
provision against gickness, unemployment and f_old
sge. In this connection I have to draw the attention
of the Director to the report on labour eonditions in
India which forms part of the Asiatio enquiry under-
taken by the Office which is not yet published, wnd
I hope that the Direotor will take stops to publish #
as early ss possible. Msay I also smggest to the
Direotor thet his Report should presert rather a true
pioture of the existing state of things,uninflaenced by
fear or favour of the Governments of thess countries?

May I here digress a little and enter my empha~ -

tic protest against the attempt which Dr. Paranjpye,
one of the Delegates for the Government of Indis,
made the other day to divide the labour ranks by

e
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pitting me agsinst cne of my respected comrades
from Germany, Mr. Fortwangler, who two years ago
visited my country to investigate labour conditions
prevailing there, and placed a correct picture of them
before the European world ?

To resume my narrative of the labour conditions
in Asia, may I say that even in Japan conditions are
not actually very much improved ? China, Sizam and
Persia bave not yet made a beginning. Afghanistan
and some other parts of Aszia are not even touched.
The imperial State ruling over & large number of
Crown Colonies, several of which are vast, have not
done much to discharge their responsibilites towards
the workers living in them, as is evident even from
the Director’s annual Report. I may here draw the
attention of the reprezentatives of the Frenoh
Government fo the fact thet at Pondicherry and
other French possessions in Icdia there is hardly
any factory or labour legislation, and I hope that
they will scon take steps to see thet the conditions
in the French poesessions in Indin nsre at
least brought into line with British India.

Lenving aside these details regarding conditions
which need improvement, may I say that the Con-
ference itself has to achieve an international charac-
ter. Only a small section of the workers in Asia
and Africa is represented in this Conference. South
Africa sends a representative of but a small minority
of workers, Defective as this Organisation is, and
when much remains to be done, I regret to see in its
atmosphere signs of rebrogression. The spirit of
progress which was visible at Washington seems to
have almost disappeared. Some Governments have
not only become reactionary in their attitude towards
workers, but their efforts to reduece ths expendi-
ture of the International IL.abour Office, and even
that of the League of Nations, in the name of eco-
nomy is an indication of apathy, if not of hostility,
to these Organisations. I regret that the represen-
tatives of my Government, perhaps scting asa
handy tool of the British Government, participated
in this reactionary effort in the last Assembly of the
League of Nations. I feel sure that the workers of
India not only do not want the expenditure incurred
for this Organisation to be reduced, but they will be
glad if the expenditure and activities of the
Orgenisation simultaneously continue fo increase.

Ag I cee these signs of retrogression my loyalty
to this Organisation and my duty towards those
whom I represent compel-me to utter a friendly
warning. The dissatisfaction at the practical achieve-
ment of Geneva is growing. Geneva ibself has
created expectations in the hearts of the workers of
the world which still remain to be even partially
fulfilled. Moreover, the influence of Geneva is not
the only influence which is affecting the imagina-
tion cf the workers of the world, particularly those
of the East. There is the other influence centred in
Moscow, differing from Geneva in ideals and me.
thods, which is making a strong appeal to their ima-
gination by the grandeur of its promice. Wo must
therefore seriously consider whether the results
achieved po fur by this Organisation are adequate to
patisfy the workers and to strengthen the lines of
peaceful and evolutionary progress. The * just and
humane conditions of work ™ are still a far-off ideal.
Ignorance promotes pathetic conbentment, if left
undisturbed. But hesrts and imaginations having
once been touched, it is dangerous to ignore the dis-
content. It isfutile to arguethat the trapslation of
idesls into actuality is a slow progress. The slow-
xnees of evolution makes revolution attraotive. The

workers of Asia and Africa will not wait for many
deoades to achieve what the Europsan workers may
have achiered in & century. Kvolution must there-
fore be sufficiently fast and sufficiently substantial
for its own safety. If the workers of these regions
are to be satisfied merely by Geneva ideals being
dangled before them and by very tardy and insigni-
ficant action, we shall not be justified in blaming
thenr if they oannot resist the attraction of the grand
though unrealisable promises of Moscow and what it
represents, It is true that the results will be cala.
mitous, but Geneva will not be able to absolve itseif
from its share of blame. Various Governments re-
sponsible for the government of these regions, in-
cluding my own, are trying to arrest the growth of
Moscow’s influence by methods of repression whose
failure can easily be foreseen.

I feel sure that my eriticism will not be taken
amiss. Iam not s pessimist. It is my optimism
and it is my faith in the ideals mnd methods of
Geneva that lead me to urge upon you the necessity
of strengthening our efforts to achieve our ideals in
a8 short & fime as possible. The visit of the Dirac-
tor to the Far East shows that he is alive to the
gituation I have described, and I hope this visit wiil
produce some beneficial results, I must take this
opportunity to express here my surprise that he
should have omitted India from his tour. I cannot
imsgine that he is growing cold towards the workers
in my country. Perhaps this omission may be due
to the failure of the Government of India to extend
to him a friendly invitation. If that is true—and I
fear that it is true—I oan only interpret the conduct
of the Government of India either as an indication
of the reactionary apirit which is coming over them
in their attitude towards this Organisation, orto
their incapacity to forget their ancient jealousies
even in these deys of the entenfe ccrdiale. But I hope
thab the Director will sooa visit India, and may even
be followed by my friend, Mr. Butler, the Deputy-Dir-
ector. These visits, however, though very important,
are not enough. We must give greater attention to
the problems of the East and of the Colonies in the
Conforence itself. I ar glad we propose to consider
the question of forced labour in this Session. I hopa
questions regarding these negelented sections of
workers will continue to come up every year. Let
us make the Conference more representative, and let
us quicken our pace. I hope in the next Conforence
the Crown Colonies will be represented by the repre-
sentatives of the workers and I also hope not only
the native workers of South Africa but even the In-
dian workers residing there will be properly repre-
sented. Let us not hesitate to take up the big pro-
blems. Let us also face the difficulties which sra
croeated on account of some of these parts of the world
being subject nations and by the prevslence of tha
feelings of racial antipathy. I know by my own
experience in India how the solution of social pro-
blems is made difficult by intense political feelings
and racial animosities, I realise that this Conference
cannot take up politienl questions, but it must oer-
tainly desire that these probloms will acon be solved,
that these diffieulties will soon be overcome, in
order that ite own path may be smoothed and that the
progress of its work may sontinue unhindered.

Mr, President, I thank you. ]
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