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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,
.THE Labour success in the British election which

bas given the .pparly s majority of
Elh;tal:lnﬂlm thirty-three over the Congervatives

. leaving out the results of a few con-
stituencies not yet declared cannot be said to be quite
& surprise ; on the contrary those who bad been wat-
ehing the trend of the recent bye-elections and khed
known something of the working of the mind of
electors had foreseon the result. Buithe small majo-
zity whioh Labour has secured has created a situa-
tion which Is in some ways analogous to that of 1923,
when the Socialist Government was formed with g
olear peroeption of the contingency of ite defeat if .
the other two parties combined to -prevent it from
carrying on. Under these circumstances fhe donsti-
tutional position will be far from clear since tha
Qonservatives can also claim to earry oy goverm-
mont by having a ocoalition with the lLjberais If
the threat of Mr. George that he wonld never again
telp to put the Soclalists into power is intended to
be resl, the prospect of s Labour government is far |
frcm essuring ; with the Liberala continually heckl-
ing them the Ministry would be remarkably unstable.
One good effect of a narrow majority would be that
the Oprcesition would be put upon ite mettle to pre-
vent legislation which will be too ong-sided and
eapricious as also to prevent a sudden br_eak with
patt legislation which would be very likely with an
uncontested large majority, The present election is
not in our opinientthe proverbial swirg of the pen-
dulum but a definite Indication that the general direo-
tion of the thought of the electorate is deocidedly
towards Socialism, Unlers Lslour governments
stuke thelr trust woefully, it apresra improbable in
future that the Labcur Party will receive a sethack
and unlees the left wing of the Party eucceeds in its
intrarsigence pnd breaks it vp into two, the party
with scoialiem writténeon its benner has a very

bright future befcre it. It ramains to be seen whether §

»

the meml;ers o:t' the Party show themselves to be

%evel-headedand conscigus of their new responsibi-
" 1ities. ,

* BSo far as the Immediate situation ig ocon.
cerned most of the journals in England hope
that a deadlock 18 awoided and that the new
Parliament is given m..fair ohanaw of achieving
golid work and cawrying through a programme of
non-controversial legislation. Nothing can be gain-
. ed by another election which as the Daily Tefegraph
says " would be regarded by the country asan out-
rage.” In any csee it seems certain that the task of
finding & way eut of the troublesoms situstion wiil
tesk the utmost {ngenuity of constitutional experts
in parliamentary procedure, It is to be hoped thaé

.Y party leaders will realize their responsibility of
. -'1 ag on the King's govarnment and act in the
i

ght'of what is best for the Interests of the ocountry..
Me Lioyd Goeorge has promised not to make an un-
 fair, nse of the power conferred upon the Liberals by
the faot of holding the balance of power; in fact
> yary much depends on the final attitude taken by
, the Liberal party with regard 6 $heir go-operation
with either of the other $wo parties. It was difficult
for the Premier fo -pct in the.midst of - cone
 flioting ; pdvira given to him with regard to
handipgs aver the reing fo the Labonr Party ;
sqmg joyrpals adviged Mr. Baldwin to. carry on ax
long as the Liberals gave him -support, leaving the
opus of ougting him on the  Labour-Liberal eoali-
tion. But he has preferred o resign and the ohicome
will be that the Labour Party will again bs in office
but not in pawer. So far as India is oonoerned, the
record of the Labour Party doea not give much cause
for jubilation and we must ocontinue o raly on
ourselves and ocasrry -on the work of national
organjgation withont minding what party is in
power in England. . c
*

* L4

WRITING last wz:k 01:{) 1ex!:musitm &)f th: lifo“of the
S . eembly, we said that the *stron
m::ﬁ” repreeentations ¥ that the Vioerog
received for postponement of the eleo-
tions must have obviously come from the supporters
of the Simon Commission who were afraid of facing
their constituencies at this moment. We must
confess howaver that we were quite out in our infer-
ence. For, if the Free Press is to be believed, not
only Simonites but strong anti-Simonites like
Messrs. 8. Srinivasa Aiyangsr and M. R. Jayakar
pressed portponement upon the Viceroy. Mr, Jayakar
hae sinoe expléined why he is in favour of postpone-
menk, - The explanation scandalised all Nationslists
in the country. But if such was their shock when
Mr. Jayekar appeared before them only as an sapolo-
gist for Government, what' would be ftheir feeling
now when they know ibat he is not merely a sup-
porter but was really .sn inepirer of the Vieeroy
decision ¥ The Free Press tells us that not only the

&
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Viceroy himself but members of his Government as
well were originslly for diesolution, and that
ropresentations to the contrary of suoh as Mr.
Jayakar overbore them., If Mr, Jayaksr was
really instrumental in dissuading the Viceroy
from dissolution, we must admire his courage
in now giving en unsolicited expression of his
real views and showing his readiness to bear the
odium. Woe see however nothing in his statement
which ¢an possibly serve as a justification of the in-
famous advice he gave to the Viceroy. Mr. Jinnah's
support of the postponement of the elections one ean
well understand. He is no less anxious than the
Viceroy thet the elections should not be fought
on the issue of the Nehru-Sspru Report. Mr S.
Srinivasa Aiyenger's support too is not inexpli-
cable, Mr. Nehru's opposition to any measurs may
well form a ground for support with him. But Mr.
Juyakar's action not only, let us repeat, in coming

forward after the event to back up the Vieceroy, but

in contributing to the event by making the latter
change his own opinion, must, we are afraid, always
remain a puzzle to his colleagues.
"% » »

WITH three such prominent men of the three great
parties in the Assembly like Messrs.
Jayakar, 8. Srinivasa Aiyangar and
Jinnah in favour of postponement, it
is obvious that none of the parties can take any
strong action to counter the Viceroy's move, not to
speak of concerted action among all parties,. We
had therefore thought that, though he had made
much fuss about it at the A.LC.C. meeting in
Rombay, Pandit Motilal Nehru would, after realis-
ing that leaders and deputy leaders of all the parties
are involved in the matter, would let things slids.
Baut, contrary to our expectation, the Working Com-
mittee of the Congress has, under his inspiration,
resolved to direct all members of the Central or
Provincial Legislatures who belong to the Congress
organization to boycott legislative sessions,. We do
not know what Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar will do in
face of such a resolution, He is not yet openiy
committed to any view on the question of the ele-
ctions; and it is possible that he will damp downhis
own convictions if he cannot take a sufficient num.
her of members with him in disregarding the Work-.
ing Committee’s resolution. Assuming that this will
happen, the Congress will perhaps be able to enforce
boycott so far as its members are conocerned, but, even
in the best of circumstances, it will have fo face the
opposition of other parties—not only of Non-Brah-
mana and Mahomedans, which goes without saying,
but of Responsivists as well. In the Assembly it is
inconceivable, supposing they have any cohesion at
all, that the Nationalists, of whom Mr. Jayakar is
Deputy Leader, will accord their support to the Con-
gross policy of abstention, and in Bombay Presidency
and the Central Provinoes, where the Responsive
Party functions, this polioy will have determined
opponents. In other Provinces there are other
parties, which, though they do not owe allegiance to
the Responsivists, have similar aims and may follow
the same policy, not necessarily because they ara in
favour of the postponement of the elections, but
because they are not convinced that the abstention
policy is in the interest of the country. We are there-
foremfraid that the measure decided upon by the
Working Committee will be inutile either as a mark
of resentment or a as means of retaliation. This
congclusion is much strengthened by what Mr. K. V.
Rangaswami Aiyangar has said, viz. that most of
the Swarajists are in favour of postponement and
will refuse to carry out the Congress mandate for
abstention. A far more effeotive measure would
have been, if there were unity among non-official

Boycott, Again,

L ] -

parties, the resignation of the members and an
appeal by them to the country on the issue which«
Government’ peeks to burke by postponing the
olections. But, asit is, the boycott would be a dead
failure.

* ] * * *
A SUMMARY gtatement has been published of the

Report of the Simon Seven of the
Simon Seven of Madras jPresidency, who, although
Madras. no less backward in politics than

their brethren in Bombay, have
produced a better Report. Their recommendations
go just as far as those of the most progressive
member of the Bombay Committee, viz, Sardar
Mujumdar. That is to say, they have recommended
the transfer of all the departments in the province
and of all but defence and. foreign and political
dopartments atthe centre. While in Bombay ounly
one member has had the courage to recommend re.
forms which were the Liberal Party’s demand in1921
and which were adopted as the National Demand by
the Swarsj Party some years after but which have
now already become out of date sv far as all progres-
sive parties go. In Madras these reforms are urged by
all the seven members of the Committes. The Madras
Committee has thus done better than the Bombay
Committee. But it has recommended, also unani-
mously ( end in this respect it is worse ), the insti-
tution of the second chamber and the retention of
communsa] eloctorates. In Bombay the second chamber
is opposed, as we have said in our leader, by the three
Hindu members and communatl electoratss ars opposed
by Sardar Mujumdar. When we remember that these
Simon Committees have been filled with men who
are among the least advanced polificians in the
community, we shall have little reason to be dis-
appointed with their proposals. It only remains toe
be seen whether Sir John Simon will remember this
fact when he indites the Report. And if he forgeta-

it will Ramsay’s Government too forget it ?

* * *

WE wholly endorse the People's oriticism of the
ALCC. and ATLCC's failure 6o consider the
the States. subject of the Indian States at its

’ meeting in Bombay salthough ita
gession happened to take place at the same time and
place as that of the Indian States People’s Confer-
ence, As a malter of factthe Butler Committee’s
Report is & greater menace to British India than to
the people of the Indian States. The latter stand to
lose little if the recommendations of the Report ara
put into effect. They are at present absolutely with-
out a shred of constitutional power in most of the
States and no Committee, however reactionary its
report may be, can possibly make their position worse.
The only ray of hope which they have at present,
apart from the strength which comes from self-help,
is the right of intervention which the British Gov-
ernment threaten to exercise in cases of gross mis-
rule. Whatever defacts the Butler Report may have, it
does not suffer from the dofect of fresing tie Princas
from such intervention. On the contrary it empha-
sises and to a oertain extent enlarges the Govern-
ment’s power of intervention. This is the secret of
Mr. Chudgar’s jubilation at the publication of the
Butler Committee's Report. To British India how-
over the Report is & most sarious danger as it places
not only Swaraj but popular control over the army
at the sweet will of the Princes. Such a Report
must be condemned more by British than by Indian
India. The A.L.C.C.s failure therafore is alto-
gother inexousable. It is of course due for the most
part to the traditional Congress policy of non-intar-
vontion in Indian States, whieh, when Indian States
threatsn to sabotags thé whole movaement of

L]
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'ﬁritish Indian self-government, must ba abandon-
ed as extremely ruinous in its effects, Not only
must British India think oub its relationship
with Indian Btates in tlte future oconmstitution but,
a8 the People observes, “oventébe question of their
( the States’ ) internal adminietration cannot be
altogether ignored. Several federal constitutions
rule out certain forms of government in the com-
rovent States; ecme republican federal constitutions,
e. g., definitely rule out the monarchieal from for all
componert States. In India the central government
may tclerate crowned heads in the States, but it will
certainly bave to demand a democoratic form ( with
® wide franchise and a representative Asgembly in
charge of-legislﬁtion )in every conetituent State.”
»*

THE eighth session of the Dakshini Samsthana Pra-
Jjaparishad bes been a great sucoess

Deccan States . . f
Peoples’ Con-  owing to the great enthusiasm of its
ference. gecretaries. A number of useful

resolutions were passed wwhich were

intended to further the interests of the subjects of the
States, Prof. G. R. Abhyankar, in his Presidential
address, criticized the Butler Report and impressed
upon the Prinoes that their interests would be better
cared for by & Government of India which is res-
pongible to the Legislature than by the Governor
General acting alone as the sole representative cf
the Crown, and untrammeled by any rules of proce-
dure., He also exhorted the subjects of the Deeccan
Btates to continue their oconstitutional agitation ceage-
lessly #ill their demands were granted. Amongst the
resolutions passed we must note the one which re-
quested the Viceroy to insist upon the institution of
& High Court, the limitation of the Civil List toa
definite amount, the establishment of an Assembly
or a Houge of Representatives, the separation of the
Executive and the Judiciary and the stability of the
oivil servioe in the States, whers the enquiry institu-
ted had shown the absence of such arrangements,
The Conference did well in thanking the deputation
of the All-India. States Peoples’ Conference which
performed great pervice by drawing the attention of
the Butler Committee as well as of the English peo-
ple to the cause of the States’ subjects, Another im-
portant resolution criticized strongly the proocedure
of the Butler Committee and ita secret confabula-
tions, as well ag the reactionary recommendations of
its Report., A resolution was moved congratu-
Jeting the subjects of the Miraj State for the
verfectly conctitutional agitation they earried
on sgainst the inordinate assessment of the
land revenue and requesting the Chief of the
State not to realize the revenue except in accordance
with the agreed compromise between the suthorities
and the people and only after an open enquiry giv-
ing emple opportunities to the subjects to present
their complaints individually. Another resolution
reemphasized the demands made st the previous ses-
slons of the Counference shout village panchayatas,
, compulsory primary eduoation, drink prohibition and
the uplift of the untouchables in the States. We wel.
come theresolution moved from the chair, requesting
the authorities of the States to makepublic and issue
for eale their mnnual reports, their budgets and
other important documents snd press notes; the
Mysore Stute for instance has long been making the
publications available for all and sundry and there is
pot the least reason for other States to regard these
publications as not intended to see the light of day,

* * *

THE Report of the Broomfield Committee has created
British Joure a mild gensation in England and
nwls on Bardoli, M8ty peopletre rubbing their eyes
- to eee if it can ba true that the ad-
m inistration bas made such grigvous mistakes, The

Manchester Guardian is very outspcken and regards
the Report “ as a blow to the régime of the Indian
Civil Service"™ which has always prided itself
upon the perfaction of the land revenue system,
It admits with apparent reluctance that it is neces-
sary to transfer the ultimate responsibility for the
syetem of revenue nssegsment to the Provineial
Legislatures. The Nation and the Athenaeum, com-
menting on the Report, says that the present is not
the time when the Government can afford to leave
legitimate grievances uninvestigated or unremoved.
Ancther journal admits that the Report is rightly
described in the Indian Presa.as one of the most gig- -
nificant documents in recent yearas The Near East
and India admits that the attempt of the Settlement
‘Officers to introduce & semi-official method must be
written down a failure., Apparently the journal is
not satisfied with the Report because it regards the
increased sbare of the Government to the extemt of
57 per cont. as incompatible with ithe great rise in
agrioultural prioes for the last thirty years. But it
bows to the inevitable since the Government of Bom-
bay themselves have accepted the figure and have
bowed their head to the storm of oriticism. In spite
of this the journal is constrained to remark that a
serious blow has been administered to the prestige of
Glovernment and its revenue officers. The journsi
also expresses a doubt whether the system of placing
practically complete reliance on the rentsals fo which
the Bombay Government pinned the official flag, is
likely to give reliable results, in the absenoce of other
data. On the whole it appears, that the Broomfield
Report has given the Britishers enough material for
heart-searching and self-introspection.
* * *

ON the 23rd April last & Mre, Mary Waré Dennett
 The Sex Side W88 00nvicted in the federal eourt
of l.ilz X 9160 at Brooklyn (U.8.A.) of circulating
' . obsoene matter through the agenoy of
the post office and sentenced to pay $3000. This case
has created a sensation in America, for the offending
pamphlet, the major portion of which is printed else-
where, under the -sub-tifle “An Explanatfon for
Young People™, with the “Introduction for Hlders®,
will be judged by all clean-minded persons
a8 not only an unobjectionable but & very meritori-
ous attempt to taockle the exceedingly difficult pro«

_blem of introducing the young to the mysteries of

sex 1ife. No other evidence of the high quality of
the pamphlet is neaded than the fact that it was frst
published a8 an article in a high-class medical
magazine and was subsequently printed. in pamphlet
form on its strong recommendation, and that it is
being used for the last ten years by leading educa-
tors, dootors, clergymen, and social workera in the
education of the youth. What has apparently shook-
ed the moral susceptibilities of the federal court is
the last passages from it “ which deseribe the pbysio-
logy of the reproductive organs and of =exual in-
tercourse. ” These passages bave been omitted for
reasons of law in the paper from which we have
made extracts on another page, but the paper, which
‘is no other than the New Republic, assures us that
* the passages we omié are dignified, straightforward
and entirely in the tone of those we print."” Ong
cannot help being struck while reading the pam-
phlet by its utter lack of salacious matter and its
emphasis on “ the idealism of love and the boon of
health.” Verily, as the New Republic says, * if any-
thing oan purge young men's minds of unwholesome
repressions, and counteract the over-stimulation of
sexual impulses to which their environment usuaily
condemns them, such a booklet as this will do so.’
And yet it is just such & pamphlet that is held
“ obscene " and likely to corrupt the morals of the
young folk in the U.5I
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BOMBAY’S SIMON SEVEN.

EARLY last month the Committee of the Bombay
Legislative Council elected to participate in the in-
vestigation of the Statutory Commission signed its
report. This will not see the light of day till
it is publishod as an appendix to the Report of the
Commission. It would therefore have been meet for
the Press to have maintained silence regarding its
contents up bill then. But the Anglo-Indian news-
papers which never miss an opportunity of playing
the r6le of mentor to their Indian confrere on the sub-
ject of journalistic morals have thought fit to divulge
an outline of the Committee's recommendsations, If
this premature publication had been accurate the only
objection to it would have been that it was unautho-
rised, But we happen to know that the summary
of recommendations they have published is mislead.
ing. We cannotf in presence of such knowledge re-
frain from disclosing the true facts,’and since we will
scrupulously limit our disclosure to the extent of
correcting wrong versions already published, we hope
we shall not be held morally guilty of having given
undue publicity to what should have been a dead
official secret,

The Committee consisted of seven members : one
LEurcpean, three Mahomedans, one Brahman Sardar,
one non-Brahman and one member of the depressed
classes. It was thus composed exclusively of the
non-progressive elements amongst Indian politicians,
the progressive elements having decided to leave the
Simon Commission severcly alone, It was therefors
only to be expacted that the Committes's recommens
dations would be of a very backward character, and
so they are. Advanced politicians knew as much
when they decided upon boycott. They have there-
fore no cause for disappointment, but they can derive
some oonsolation—for which we believe they had
not bargained—from the fact that in making these
backward recommendations the Committee is not
unanimous. They are too backward for the more
forward members of even this Committee. The three
Hindu membars would like to have the proposals oast
in 8 larger and more generous mould than the four
non-Hindu members would allow. Among the former
is one who is by far the most enlightened member
amongst the depressed classes, which disposes once
and for all of the convenient plea of Government
that the caution it habituelly observes in parting
with power to the people is diotated by the sole de-
sire to profect the lower eclasses from the oppres-
sion of the higher. Dr. Ambedkar speaks for the
lowest of them and, thus speaking, demands for the
people at large a wider sutonomy than the local
Government in its proposals was prepared to con-
cede, That Dr. Ambedkar is not a msn to be bribed
or overawed into subsorlbing to what he dooes not
in his inhermost hesart belleve the genetal tenour
of his separate Report proves to demonstration.
He is oconvinoed, as every rational man must,
that the replacament of autooracy by demooracy is
far more urgently neosssary in the interest of the

submerged than in that of others, provided only that
the democraoy is geriuine and that power is diffused
to its widest extent.

The recommeandations of the Majority Committee
(1. e. its non-Hindu part) are, briefly, as follows :—
(i) the transfer of land revenue to the control of a
wholly elected legislative couneil ; (ii) the transfer
of law and order five years after the reformed ocon-
gtitution comes into existence on a vobe to that effect
being passed by the legislature ; (iii) the institu-
tion of a partly nominated and partly elected second

-chamber ; (iv) the retention of communal electorates

for Mahomedans, Europeans and Anglo-Indians;
and (v) the transfer of education, public health and
agriculture in the Central Government tothe control
of the Legislative Assembly. When thess recom-
mendations are analysed they will be found fo be
extremely meagre and insubstantial, but in the Re-
port they are so put forward as to give the appears
ance of 8 very liberal measure of reform. It is
gaid that all subjects except law and order should
be immediately transferred in the provinecial field

This statement has a very imposing look about it,
but those who are conversant with the existing situa.
tion will know that it amounts to nothing but the
transfer of only one more important subject, viz
land revanue. For, with Iaw and order still reserved
that is the only subject that is left to be transferrad.
Buit the Committee tepresents this slight oconcession
to popular aspirations as “the bransfer of practically
the whole administration.” Having recommendsd
guch impossibly pracipltate reforms, the Committes
naturally seeks to counterbalance them by oertain
ohecke, T'o this end it recommends the c¢raation of an
upper chamber of the legislature, which is to consist
partly of official as well as nominated non-official
members, Thischamber is not like the second cham-
bers in other countries; it is spacifically intended—
and the Committee’s frankness in putting it so blunt-
ly is very praiseworthy—io take the place of the
Governor's “ special powers of vetoing and ocertify-
ing ", In judging therefore of the net advance pro-
posed to be made in the provincial sphere, we must
set, over against the addition of one more subject to
the transfered list, the oreation of an avowedly
overriding seoond chamber, which is to override
popular wishes not only in this subject but in all the
subjects on that list. The little gain made in one
respect must be measured against the heavy loss
sugtsined all slong the line; and when the neges-
sary deduction is made it will only be found to
leave a debitbalance bshind, We do not leave out of

acoount the possibility, five years after, of law and
order also being transferred to the transferred list;
but the possibility seems rather remote when the
transfer is made contingent upon the vots of tha
sooond chamber—and suck a second chamber dom-
posed of refresontatives of the larger landed aad

oorameroial interests
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“ . But the recommendation of the Committee which
bas the largest amount of plausibility about it is the
one for the introduction of dyarchy into the Central
QGovernment, The Committee here assumes the air
of & very go-ahead body and digues that, when an ir-
removable executive is confronted in the legislature
by an elected majority, the only way of curbing the
irresponsibility of the latter is to throw on them
definite responsibility for certain things. This of
course is true enough; butlet us see how far the
Committee carries this very sound principle, It re-
ocommends the transfer of—what ? Commerce and In-
dustry ¥ Posts and Telegraphs * Railways and
Communications ¥.Currency and Finance ?—oh dear |
no, but of Education, Public Health and-Agrioulture
—ijust those subjects which, of great importance in
themselves, have very little importance as adminis-
tered in the Central Government. Thesd subjects are
mainly dealt with in the provinces and have
really no place in the Government of Indias
. Does the Committes belleve that a sense of
responsibility is best promoted in legislators
by oonfiding to their oare the least important
subjects ? We should have far preferred the Com-
mittee to say plainly that the time has not yet come
for introducing an element of responsibility at the
oentre; That would at any rate have been straight-
forward. It has however elected ko make a pretence
of a big advance while in fact making no advance
whatever, We shall say nothing here as to its re-
commendation for"retaining communal electorates ;
wa will only add (that it also recommends increase
of the existing Muslim representation in the central
legislature ! It is .not very difficult to munderstand
after this how the Mahomedan members must have
been persuaded -to fall in with the reactionary re-
commendations of the Report.

That the Hindu members have kicked against
these is however a source of ‘satisfaction to us. The
members who have done so are at bottom sectional-
ists caring above everything else for their ¢lass

interests, They have thus asked for larger
represontation  for their respective  dections,
which is  natural emough. But they have

not entirely forgotten in these narrow sectional in-
torests the wider interests of the nation, They
bave recommended, all of them, the immediate grant
of full provinoial autonomy ; and they hava opposed,
all of them, the creation of & second chamber. Two
of these three have not made any recommendation
for politioal power at the cenire, presumably be-
osuse they felt that it was not their primary concern.
This is rather unfortunate, as their silenoe on this
aspeot of the matter may posaibly be interpreted,
quite wrongly we believe, as agresment with the
Majority’s counolusions, (This statement, however,
must be qualified in so far as the non-Brahmin
representative is oconcerned, who says that
Dominion Status should be the bagis of the country’s
constitutional revision, whatever it may mean.) We
are therefors partioulary glad to ind that the third—
Sardar Mujumdar—has very ruthlessly exposed the
bollowness of the advance :eoommanded by the

Majority of the Committee at the centre and has him-
solf recommended the transfer fo popular control—
even if it should be ss a venture of faith—of all
Departments except Defence and Foreign and Poli-
tical Relations. This of course falls short of the
National Demand. But who ever hoped that that
Demand would be voiced by those selected to co-
operate with the Simon Commission # The signi-
fioance of Sardar Mujumdar's recommendation lies
just in this, that if is made by a representative of
the aristooratio olasses who can never by any ohance
be found to be mixed up with any political agita-
tion, however ignocent. If a Committee consisting
of men like him votes, nearly by half and half, for
full provinoial autonomy, what, we wonder, would
Sir John Simon think of the recent growth of
political consoiousness in the ecuntry and how
would he react to it ? For we are sure that he realises,

_in spite of the prevailing boyoott, that the measures

he will recommend must have for their object the
satisfaction of the aspirations, not of the least aspir-
ing such asappeared beforg him a8 witnesses or aat
with him as gemi-demi-colleagues, but of the most
aspiring, those who are forward in political agita-
tions but who kept him at arm’s length throughout
kis peregrinations _.in the country.

EAST AFRICAN POLICY.

IN the paper read by Mr, J. H. Oldham before the
Royal Instituto of International Affairs on March
19th last an elaborate defenoe was attempted of the
main conclusions of the Hilton Young Report and
in the discussion that followed these conclusions
were subjected to & searching oritioism by men like
Mr, Charles Buxton, Sir Robert Hamilton, and Sir

John Sandeman Allen. The defence and the criticism,

both of which will be found recorded in the Imsti.
tute’s Journal for May, are well worth careful study
in India. Our own reading of these has confirmed
us in the criticism we ventured to offer when the
Roport was published. We were almost alone in
pursaing the line of thought we did at the time and
naturally had misgivings about its soundness, We
are therefore very gratified to find ocorroboration of
our views in the Journal and would draw the atten-
tion of all those who wish to gain a real insight into
the problem to read and ponder over its pages.

The one thing Indians in East Africa have set
their hearts upon is the substitution of a common for
a communal electoral roll. We shall of course ba
the last to minimise the jmportance of this reform,
but that by iteelf will not go very far. They do nrot
goem yet to have given their consideration and
made up their minds as to the change of policy
which was effected in 1927. They do not realise
that the statements of policy issued by the Duke
of Davonshire in 1923 and by Mr. Amery 1927
are not only different but contradictory and that
a reversion to the former is essentially necessary if
not merely exploitation of natives is to be prevented
( which to East African Indians is perhaps a second-
ary affair ), but anything like equality is to be esta-

blishod between Indians and Europesns, The short-

-



270

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ JUNE 6, 1920,

range polioy which they are at presemnt following,
'by which they content themselves with attaocking
the existing differential arrangements without at-
tacking the underlying principles embodied in Mr,
Amery’s White Paper has to our mind little chance
of maucocess, The Imperial Government itself and
many British politicians have contended that the
two White Papers are merely complementary of
each other and that there is no contradiction bet-
ween them. In Mr, Oldham’s paper we gat for the
first time & frank admission that the White Papers
contain statements “which are contradiectory of one
another.” The contradiction is of course patent:
in the earlier White Paper rights of trusteeship are
reserved exclusively to the Government, while
in the later the very people from whom protection
is needed are made part trustees or protectors, We
need not repeat our arguments here as to the rela-
tive merits of the two policies; the important thing
is for Indian settlers to remember that both cannot
be in foroce together und that they must make a
choioce,

Qur chief objection to the Hilton Young Com-
mission’s Report is that while in part it emphasizes
the prineciples of the Duke of Devonshire's White
Paper it also seeks in part to give effect to those
of Mr. Amery's. White Paper. Thus it is quite
excellent when it preaches from the former text, but
when it comes to devise machinery for implementing
the policy of the latter it goer wrong. The chorus of
enthusiastio approval which the Report haz aronsed
ias due to the fact that public attention is attracted
by the reaffirmation of trusteeehip but it fails to
take notice of the other part by which immigrant
communities are admitted to a gshare in native trustee-
ship. In so far as the Commission recommends in-
crease of native representatives in the Kenya Legis-
1ative Council from one to five, it will receive hearty
support, though one cannot help feeling misgivings,
to which polite was expression was given by Sir
John Sandeman Allen in speaking on M.
Oldham'’s paper. He said: “I wonder whether
those (Europeans) who are nominated as represenga-
tives of the native population would really be able
to stand up against their brother white men if there
was an independent Legislature such as is suggested,
(By “independent” the speaker meant a Legislature
free from the domination of officials.) In other words
I should like personally to be quite satisfied that the
real balance of the dual polioy could be maintained
by having the natives represented by ocertain select.
ed white people,” But it is the least grave defeot of
the Commission’s echeme that the natives are to
be represented by Furopeans from whom as a class
they have the most to fear, On the Council there is
to be a non-official masjority. Thie recommendation
is in pursuance of the 1927 White Paper which
enunociates the principle of assooiation of immigrant
communities in native trusteeship. The 1923 White
Paper would have required the retention of the ex-
ieting official majority till natives werse able to secure
un offective share in elective representation. The
Commission, however, sets up a non-official majority

while desiring to keep all desisive power in t&a
hands of Government in regard to all questions
affeoting the relations of races, one to another,

Mr. Oldham admits that “it is this feature of
the proposals of the Commission which, perhaps most
of all, needs examination, because we are proposing
something which is in some ways a new experiment."
The experiment consists in so fixing the composition
of the Council that the non-official majority in it,
being a mixed or, as Professor Buell says in Foreign
Affairs, an interracial ons, should, while being effec-
tive when the diverse elements in the population are
in agreement, be ineffective when they are in dis-
agroement. This is no doubt an ingenious device and
appears on paper to be an efectual safeguard against
the domination of one community by ancther. But
this proposal, which as Mz, Oldham says is s nowvel
experiment in government, is open to the same
objection which Mr. Oldham himself takes and any-
body would take to responsible government orto
entrusting political power to an unofficial European
majority in the Legislative Council provided
that the Imperial Government has reserved to it
sufficient powers of intervention for the protection
of mnative interests. This arrangement appears
on paper to be quite unexoceptionable, but Mr,
Oldham himself thus objects to it: “Experience has
shown, however, that once responsible government is
established, powers of intervention by an outside
authority are in practice difficult or impossible to
exercise”. Our objection to Mr, Oldham’s proposal is
no other : Once an unofficial majority is established,
it is difficult or impossible to ensure that the nice
balance now effected between the various races will
not be disturbed in fufure to the advanfage of One
and disadvantage of another. Mr, Oldham need not
make experiments or exercise his inventive power.
A non-official msjority such as he contemplates must
by its very momentum lead in the future to a majo-
rity in whioh one element ( in this case the Euro-~
pean ) acquires & dominant influence over the others.
We know of course that there isthe Imperial Govern-
ment to prevent it. Bubt is there not the Imperial
Government to protect the natives under responsible
government by Europeans ? But just asin that cagetha
Imperial Government is, by Mr. Oldhem's own admis-
sion, in fact impotent to afford adequate protection,
whatever its theorstical powers may be, so it will be
impotent, when it once grants an unofficial majority,
to interpose its muthority effectually in order to hold .
the balance between the various racial groups.

In the discussion that took place on Mr. Oldham's
psper this point of view was forcibly voiced by
several spoakers. Among these Sir John Sandeman
Allen, whom we have already quoted above, was
most explicit. Continuing his argument that the
legislature should in the existing conditions be predo-
minantly official, he says :

I feel that we are much safer with somebody
to hold the scales who is outside the issue enti-
rely and is not directly interested. After all,
East Afrioa is quite different from an ordineary
British Colony. Ws have an enormous native
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populetion with a very amall white gettlement.
It cannot bul be necessary for us, I was going to
#ay for all time, but af any rale until the popula-
tion hae properly developed on civilised lines and
18 thoroughly able to take care of itself, to hold fast
and under our own conlrol every part of the com.
munify., It seems fo me that it é3 absolutely
essential.
The relations that the Commiseion envisages
thetween the Governor General and the Seoretary of
‘Btate are algo very sharply criticised, particularly
“by Mr. Buxton and Sir Robert Hamilton, but it is a
-matter in which little interest will be folt in India,
rthough it is & question of great importance, We do
not therefore wish to tire our readers by reproducing
~the criticiem here. We are however clear that the
‘protection of Indian interests requires among other
things that we should object to the Commissiin's
"proposal to sef up a non-official majority in the Coun-
-¢il, and Indepandent opinion supports such objection.

THE SEX SIDE OF LIFE.

INTRODUOTION FOR ELDERS,

- IN reading several dogen books on sex matters for
“#the young with a view to selecting the best for my
--own children, I found none thet I was willing to put
Into their hands, without first guarding them against
~what I considered very misleading and harmful im-
pressions, which they would otherwise be sure to
aocquire in reading them, That is the exouse for this
- artiole, )
It is far more specifio than most sex informa-
- tion written for young people. I believe we owe it
13(; olﬁildran to be specifio if we talk about the subjeot
.ot all,
From a oareful observation of youthful ocuriosity
~.and a very vivid reoollection of my own childhood,
Ihave tried to explain frankly the points about
which there 1s the greatest inquiry. These points
are nol frankly or clearly explained in most sex
“literature, They are avoided, partly from embar-
‘rassment, but more apparently, because those who
have underfaken to instruct the children are not
-really clear in their own minds as to the proper
status of the sex relation,

1 found that, from tha physiologioal point of
- wiew, the question was handled with limitations and
roservations, From the point of natural soience it
was often handled with sentimentsality, the echild
- being led from & semi-ssthetio study of the repro-
~duction of flowers and animale to the acoeptance of
& similar idea for human beings, From the moral
point of view it was handled least satisfaotorily of
all, the child being given a jumble of oconflicting
idess, with no means of correlating them-—fear of
venereal disease, one's duty to suppress “ animal
passion,” the sacredness of marriage, and so forth.
Aud from the emotional point of view, the subjeot
~wag not handied af all, :

This one omission seems to me to be the key to

‘the whola situation, and it is the basis of the radical

departure I have made from preocadents in most sex
- literature for ohildren. |

Conoerning all four points of view just men-

tioned, there ara certain departures from the tradi-

tional method that have seemad to me worth making.

On the physislogicat side I have given, as far

as possible, the proper terminology for the sex organs

-and functions. Children have had to read expur-

R

gated literature whioh has been specially prepared
for them in poetic or colloquial terms, and fhen are
needlessly mystified when they hear things called
by their real namen

On the side of natural science, I have emphasis-
ed our unlikeness tothe planis and animals rather
than our likeness, for while the points we have im
common with the lower erders make an intergsting
seotion in our general education, it is knowing about
the vital points in which we differ that helps us to
solve the sexual problems of maturity ; and the child
needs that knowledge precisely as.ho needs know-
ledpo of everything which will fortify him for wise
decisions when he is grown, ‘ _

On the moral side, I have fried to avoid sonfue
gion and dogmatism in the following ways: by
eliminating fear of venereal disease ms an appeal for
strictly limited sex relations ; stating eandidly that
vencreal disease is beeoming curable; by barring out
all mention of * brute ™ or “ animal " passion, terms
frequently used in pleas for chastity and self-con-
trol, as such talk is an aspersion on the brutes and
has done children much harm in giving them the
impression that there is an essential baseness in the
sex relation ; by inviting the inferenoe that mearringe
is “ sacred ” by virtue of ita being a reflection of
kuman ideality rather than because it s a legalized
institukion. 7

Unquestionably the stress which most writers
have ‘laid upon the beauty of nature’s plans for
perpetuating the plant and animal species, sand tha
effort to have the child carry over into human ‘life
some sense of that besuty, has come from a most
commendable instinct to protect the child from the
natural shook of the revelation of so much that is
unssthetic and revoliing in human sex lifs, Tha
nearness of the sex organs to the exorstory organs,
the pain and messiness of childbirth are elementa
which certainly needed some compensating antidota
to prevent their making too disagresable and dis-
proportionate an impress on the child’s mind.

The results are doubtless good as far as they go,
but they do not go nearly far enough, What olss
is there to call upon to help out? Why, the one
thing which has been persistently- neglected by
practically all the sex writers—the emotional side
of gex experience. Parenis and teachers have been
afraid of it and distrustful of it, In almost none of
the books for young people that I hava thus far read
has there been the frank, unashamed declaration
that the olimax of sex emotfion is an uynsurpassed
joy, something which rightly belongs to every
human being, a ioy to be proudly and serencly eox-
perienced, Instead theres has been all too evident
an inference that sex emotion is a thing to ba
ashamed of, that yielding to it is indulgenoce whioh
must be ourbad as much as possible, that all thought
and understanding of it must be rigorously postpon-
ed, at any rate till after marriage.

‘We give to young folks, in their general eduoa-
tion, as much as they can grasp of scionce and
ethics and art, and yet in their sex eduocation, which
rightly has to do with all of thess, ws have gaid,
“ Give them only the bare physiological faots, lask
they be prematurely stimulated,” Others of us, re-
alizing that the bare physioclogical facts are shooking

o many a sensitive child, and must somehow be soft-

ened with something pleasant, have said, “Qive them
the facts, yes, but see to it that they are so related
to the wonders of evolution and the beauties of the
natural world that the shock is minimiged . But
none of us has yet dared to say, “ Yes, give them
the facts, give them the nature atud_y. too, but also
give them some oonoeption of sex life as a viviflyiog
joy,saa vital art, as a thing to be studied and
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developed with reverence for its big meaning, with
understanding of its far-reaching reactions, psycho-
logically and spiritually, with temperate restraint,
good teste and the highest idealism.” We have
contented ourselves by assuming that marriage
makes sex relations respectable, We have not said
that it is only beautiful sex relations that can make
marriage lovely.

Young people are just as capable of being guided
and inspired in their thought about sex emotion as
their taste and ideals in literature and ethics, and
just as they imperatively need to have their general
taste and ideals cultivated in preparing for msture
life, co do they need to have some understanding of
the marvellous place which sex emotion has in lifs,

Only such an understanding can be counted on
to give them the self-control that is born of know-
ledge, not fear, the reverence that will prevent pre-
mature or trivial connections, the good taste and
finesse that will make their sex life when they reach
maturity a vitelizing suocess.

AN EXPLANATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

‘When boys and girls get into their * taens,” a
side of them begins to wake up which has been
asleep or only partly developed ever since they were
born, that is, the sex side of them. It is the most
wonderful and interesting part of growing 1p. This
waking is partly of the mind, partly of the body and
partly of the feeling or emotions.

You ocan’t help wanting to understand sall about
it, but somehow you find yourself a little embar-
rassed In asking all the questions that come into
your mind, and often you don't feel quite like talk-
ing about it freely, even to your father and mother.
Sometimes it is easier to talk with your best friends,
because they are your own age, and are beginning
to have these new feelings too.

But remember that young people don’t know
nearly 50 much about it as older people do, and
that the older ones reslly want to help you with
their experience and advice; and yet, they, like you,
often feol rather embarrassed themselves and don’t
know how to go aboutit. I suppose it is because it
1s all so very personal and still remains somewhat
mysterious, in spite of all that people know about it

If our bodies were just like machines, then we
could learn about them and manage them qQuite
scientifically as we do automobiles, but they are not
like that. They are more than machines that have
to be supplied with fuel ( food ) and kept clean and
oiled ( by bathing, exercise and sleep ). They are
the homes of our souls and our feelings, and that
mskes all the difference in the world in the way we
act, and it makes what we have to learn, not limited
to soience only, but it has to include more diffienit
and comp licated things like psychology and morality,

Maybe I can’t make this article help you, butI
remember so well what I wanted to know and how
I felt when T was young that I am now going to
try. And I will tell you, to start out with, that there
is a great deal that nobody knows yet, in spite of the
fact that the human race has been struggling thou-
pands of years to learn,

Life is still & mystery, espeoially human life,
Human life, in many respeocts, is like plantand anima]

life, but in many ways it is entirely differant, an.
the ways in which it is different are almost more
Important for us to think about than the way in
which it is similar, In all life, except in the very
lowest forms, new life is created by the coming to-
gother, in a very close and special way, of the male
and female elements, You have studied at school
about the plants and you probably have observed
some animals, 60 you know something about what
this means if you do not underatand it thoroughly.

But what you want to know most of all is just
how it is with human beings. You want to know
just what this coming together is, how it is done,
how it starts the new lifs, the baby, and bow the
baby is born. You want to understand the wonder-
ful sex organs, that are different in men and women,
what each part is for and how it works.

If you feel very curious and exocited and shy
about it, don't let yourself be a bit worried or asham-
od. Your feelings are quite natural, and most every-
body else has felt just the same way at your age.
Remember that strong feelings are immensely valu-
able to us., All we need to do is to steer them in the
right direction and keep them well balanced and
proportioned.

Now in order to understand something of why
this subject stirs us so, we must notice in what ways
we human beings are different from the plants and
snimals, About the lowest form of life is the
ameba. It looks like a little lump of jelly, and it
produces its young by merely separating itself in
two. One part drifts .off from the other part and
each becomes a separate live being. There is no
male and no female and they didn't know they were
doing it. In the plants a higher stage of develop-
raent is reached : there is the male and the female
and they join together, not by coming to each other,
or because they inow they belong together, but quite
unconseiously, with the aid of the bees and other
ingects and the wind, the male part, the pollen, is
carried to the female part—they meet, and at once
the germ of a new plant begins to grow.

Then come to the animals. In all higher forms
of animal life, the male creature comes to the female
creature and himself places within her body the
germ which, when it meets the egg which is waiting
for it, immediately makes a new life begin to grow.
Butanimals come together without Ancwingwhy. They
do it from instinot only, and they do it in what is
¢alled the mating season, which is usually in the
spring. The mating season happens once a year
among most of the higher animals, like birds and
wild caftle, but to some animals it comes several
times a year, as with rabbits, for instance. You
doubtless know already that the more highly deve-
loped the animal, the longer it takes the young one
to grow within the mother before it is born, and the
longer the pericd when itis helpless to provide its
own food and oare,

Now we come to human beings, and see how dif
ferent they are! They have no regular mating
seasont, and while there is o certain amount of in-
gtinot in men and women which texds to bring them
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the threshold how man has escaped want by several
devices ; amongst these they attach great import-
ance to respopsible parenthood. After examining
the present ecoriomic system they confidently assert
that it has in it possibilities of improvement which
will bring us nearer cur idesl of perfection; in this
examination they point out the great merit of the T8,
in having succeeded better than other countries in
removing politicel and social bandicaps from indivi-
dusl effcrt and ir having followed the ideal that pro-
ductive achjevement is more desirable than pagsive
consumption. On the whole it is their belief that
great principlcs of social justice determine the pre-
sent use of the economic system in the U.8. and there.
fore the system has in that country unlimited poesi-
bilities of progrese. The analysis of liberalism given
by the authors makes it very clear that liberalism is
not synonymeous with democracy, some of the most
democratic governments being the most coercive : but
tey adhere to econcmic liberalism. 8o far as it
favours freedom of cortrect and oppores exercise of
authority except in ceses where a large beuefit is
gecurcd to offset the undesirable concequences of an
authoritsrian regime. As sagainst socislists it is
retorted that no superior method has vet been found
to distribute the factors of production ss compared
with freedom of contract. On the question of ecom-
petition their conclusion is that it is on the whole
better to direct the competitive spirit into productive
channels eliminating as far es possible all jts des.
tructive forms than to try to eliminate competitive
tcndencies altogether ; this is an essentially sound
conolugion. Voluntaryism is supported by the au-
thors as sgainst authorily on the ground that the
widest possible extension of this method is the surest
way of coordinating the efforts of large numbers of
men, the only coercion sallowed being that by an
orderly and responsible government. As for economie
equality they do not believe that in the U.8. at any
rate there are any appsalling inequalilies of wealth, if
ownership and control are left out of account and
only the differences in actual enjoyment are consider-
ed ; they regard equality of average money income
among different oceupstions as more important than
equality so far as the ownership of ecapital is con-
cerned. It is proved in detail that on account of the
wide application of the concept* due process of law "'
the equality before law is realized in the United
States in greater degree than in other countries: the
result has been favourable to the eystem of wvolun-
taryiem.

So far as the problem of the pressure of popula.
tion on food supply is concerned, the authors give
great prominence to the problem of how each acro
may be made to produce more food, which will be.
come acute when new areas of Jand are no longer
available, One important phase of the population
problem is the congestion in certain occupations as
opposed to a general overpopulation; the proper reme-
dy for this is in their opinion a system of universal
and popular educetion which large number would
enable to fit themselves for the less crowded ocoupa-
tions, Instead of having low-grade poorly paid labour
for muscular work they would have machinery to do
the work'of man. The menace of differential birth-rate,
whereby the more capable multiply less than those
wha lack initiative and creative power, is to be
averted by the operation of criminal law and a rigid
minimum wage law which would make a pauper of
everybody below a minimum standard efficiency ;
similarly young men in professional life might be
enabled to marry without having to wait till they
have ncl:ieved economio independence. The authors
do rot believe in § normal surplus of labourers for
the mainterance of the present system; they believe

that sooner or latet the business oyeles would di:-
appear and profits and interest would be stabilized.
so that over-expansion as well depression are both

succesefully prevented. They even recommend s.
scarcity of labourers by controlling immigration

and establishing a stable equilibrium at a high level

of wages and thus making labourers more indepen.

dent; they also expect that with the increase of.
savings & time would come when interest would

tend practically to disappear. This dream may be

perheps realized in the U.8,, but in other countries it

feems impossibla of reulization; apart from that the

ideal adumbrated by the authors is certainly worth

striving for, The surest wasy to raise wagesand
equalize wealth is according to them to enco-

urape accumulation of capital and at the same time

to ttin out the ranks of lsbcurers that are poorly:
paid by providing educational opportunities for the-
rising generation to work their way to well paid

occupations. Reviewing the progress of the last fifty

yeers in the U.S, the authors show how that country

bas realized the ideal of free opportunity for all and-
special favours for none; that drunkennees and other-
by-products of alcobolism have greatly decreased-
and that there has been a phenomenal development

of man power and power-driven machinery. They

apprehend however the danger that the masses will

succumb fo the same evils which have destroyed
aristocracies in tke past and base their only hope in

the cilizens who will still cultivate the fundamental.
virtues of industry, sobriety, thrift and will regard.
their wealth as tools to be used in further production.

The authors confess however thatthe U.S. people.
are not interested in graceful consumption and ele-

gant leisure. We should think it rather a sorry

confession, considering that consumption is the final -
cause of production.

vV, N, G-

MEXICAN PROBLEMS.

MODERN MEXICO AND ITS PROBLEMS*
By J. W. BROWN, ( Labour Publishing Co.,

London.) 1927. 19 om. pp. 128. 4s, €4,

MEXICO, so long regarded as a hothed of eccentric
revolutions, now under the Presidentship of Calles,
for the first time promises to be the mistress of her
own house. From the time Cortez landed in that
country she. hag had no integritr of her own. At.
first she served the purpose of enriching the pockets.
of the Spanish king and his grandees. With the.
popular revolution, she became a plaything in the
hands of opportunist politicians who were in the
pay of American financiers. Never till Labour came
to the forefront, was Mexico known to have reaily
belonged to the children of the soil. “For centuries
ever since the Spanish conquest the Indians and the.
mixed Indians were ground down under a terrible
tyranny. The Spanish ruling class and the Catholic
Church held them in bondage”.

Porfirio Diaz, under the hypocritical garb of an.
emancipator, brought about superficial changes in.
the administration but the spirit underwent a worse.
change. For with the help of American money and.
navy behind him, Diaz oppressed the people even.
more than the King's legates did, and provoked the
Labour movement which he had suppressed to lend
itg aid to Caranza in coverthrowing him. Caranza,
though he enjoyed the favour of Labour and with
its support became President. soon degenerated in-
his turn into a tyrant and even rescinded the social
legislation, he had enaocted to keep Labour in good.
humour. General Obregon then stepped into its good:
graces and drove Caranza out of office. It was:

_during Obregon's regime that the constitution granted.
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by Caranza and Iater revoked by him was revived
-and, improved upon, laying stress on the sovereign
- right of the State over the material resources of the
country. When Calies suoceeded Obregon, he pushed
forward the same legislation and other inws affecting
© the welfare of Labour in a manner that adversely

nifected the vicious dictatorship of the Dollar Kings
of the United States,

New Mexico is a oreature of Mexican ILabour and
- #8 such itz history is of monumental significance.
It was Nicasio Idar who 1aid the nervous beginnings

- of the Labour movement in 1880. In spite of the

opposition of the Church and the State, it attained
importance enough to enginesr an unsuccessful
- strike known as the Cananen strike of 1906. Asa
-distinot power, however, the Lebour movement dates

- from 1910 and in the capable hands of Luis Morones,

it developes into the mature confederscion regionsl

. obrera Mexicana and serves as the constitutional

~ army behind the established power.

With such a
sanction behind it, the Calles Government introduces

measures caloulated to prevent the concentration of
Jand in the hands of foreigners and the clergy.

i "Large estates have ever pinca been stesdily divided,
* the owners receiving compensation’, The Ministry

-

P

of Agrioulture is empowered to start agricultural
sohools and loan societies in all villages, so as to
enoourage settlement of the idle and the landless.
Publio finance is thoroughiy rehstilitated sad the
National Bank of Mexico is started in order to finance
th_e mdigenous agrioultural and mercantile interests,
Gigantie irrigation operations are taken in hand and

- roads are built where there were none before. The

» Government is pledged to start 1000 schools & year

8o 88 fo provide for 10,00,000 children, The total
number of publis schools now owned by the Gov-
-ernment is 7,356 'and “the twenty-eight Mexican
states are spending 40 per ocent. of their budgets on

education in addition to what the federal Govern-
ment does, ” .

So far so good, foreven the Alien Land Act works
well ip spite of the vooal protests on the part of the
American oapitalists, But when the same match

-stiok of reform is applied to the fortress of religion,
the Church exhibits all the inordinate land and
money hunger it organioally suffers from.

The question of oil wells somehow remains yet
unsolved in the sense that the oil magnates of the
United States are unwilling to submit to Mexican
suthority, The Mexioan Government gives them

-the ohvios between naturalisation or oonfiscation
of their wells,

“Although the danger of armed intervention by
the U.8.A, in Merxico ssems to be past, grave
- danger still exista in the refusal of the American oil

magnates to recogaise the law of Mexico. It not
only encourages all rebellious and reactionary
~slements in Mexioo but induces an upcertainty for
traders, manufacturers, ond financiers that tends to
handioap Mexico in its efforts at stabilisation, or-
- dered government and sooial and industrial progress”.
The Mexioan troubles therefore are the making of
Unole Sam, as J. W, Brown's facts clearly disolose.
As the self-appointed leasder of “the two Americas”,
the idea of a Mexico freed from his financial grip
is distasteful to him. In Unocle Sam’s providenoe
Mexico exists for his “economioc penetration™ and if
sehe resents it then he waves his big astiok, To un-
derstand such a parplexing problem as is found in
Mexico, J, W, Brown's masteriy book is uandoubted-
1y the most suitable,

K. VERUGOPAL Rao,

—

SHORT NOTICES.

A PIONEER TOBACCO MERCHANT IN THE
ORIENT. By JaMEs A, THoMAS, (Duke
University Press, Durham,) 1928, 21 em, pp. 340.
$ 3-50.

YUNNAN. By MRS, M. M. DYMOKRD. ( Marshall
Brothers, London, ) 1928. 13 om., pp. 95. 2s. 6d.

‘A Pioneer Tobacoo Merchant in the Orient’ has

been written by Mr. James A. Thomas who went

to the East nearly a generation ago to see
whether it would be a good market for American
tobacco. He visited many counfries In the Orient,
and in ¢he book before us has given us his
impresgions of the Orient. The book belongs
to the category of light literature. Nearly

a third of the book oonsists of irrelevant

matter, but the remaining two-thirds contains some

useful informatiomn. Chapters entitled ‘Chinese

Business Metheds,” ‘Chinese Social Customs,” ‘Some

Chinese Charaoters,’ ‘Some Chinese Towna and Cities®

snd ‘Problems in the Orient’ are interesting and

informative. On the whole, the ook is well written

If Mr, James Thomas examines the conditions
and problems in the Orient, Mrs. Dymond deals with
the age-long customs which- have made life intole-
rable to the girls of Yunnan, a province in South

West China. Much as we admire the humsnitarian

spirit that has actuated the 9ut:horess to write this

book, we cannot help protesting against her excessive
migsionary zeal. Mrs. Dymond sincerely bslioves
that without the religion of Jesus of Nazareth, there
is no hope for Yunnan. We demur to this view, But
fow readers will regret these sermons, as the
preacher is always eaustic, never cynical, and ocer-
tainly never dull. .

" M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM,

THE PEOPLE OF TIBET. By CHARLES BELL,
(Oxford University Press, Bombay,) 1928+
9 % 6. pp. 317, 215,

THIS is another book written by an o_Eﬁoer v;vho ha-; .
utilised the opportunities afforded by hig oﬂ‘i?ml poai-
tion  as British Political Representative in Tibet,
Bhutan and Sikkim } in the interests of ethnographi-
oal investigation. The author is not indeed a pro-
fessed anthropologist but his residence of nearly
twenty years among the Tibetans and his intimate
knowledgs of the Tibetan language and long woocial
intercourse with the Tibetan people have. enabled
him to prepare an illuminating acoount of tt_la 3001.&1
and economic life of the people of Tibet whioh will
be highly appreciated by all students of anthropo-
logy. Chapters dealing with the condition of the
peasantry, the position of women, marriage customs,
eto, are very interesting. The book contains a bib-
liogeaphy and two appendices, one on the unit of
land taxation, snd another on the Lerchok Estate:
Its management and Rentals. Two maps and &
number of good illustrations add to the vslue of the

book. 8. C. Rov.

THE MODERN MALAY. By L. RICHMOND
WHEELER., { George Allen & Unwin Ltd.
London. ) 1928, 814 x 5. pp. 293, 15a. , .

THE author has spent seven years in Malay and is

wall qualified to handle the subject about which he

writes. He has sapplemented his personal knowledge
about the country by patient researoh. :I‘ha rasuit
is a book whioch deals with Malay in all its aspeota.
1t is & book not only for the tourist but for one whe
wishes to study Malay and the Malays. We bow—
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ever mise in it information about the constitution
and administrative machinery of the country. If the
author bad supplied thie, he would perhaps have
bad to travel beyornd his object which is merely
%o give an sccount of the Malay race. " The book
g@mirebly servee this purpcee,

T : 8. G. D.

e
[ Rt

HOLLAND. (Ward Lock & Co,, Ltd. London.) pp
174. 616, % 414,

"WINDMILIS with their thatched and hooded caps;
great brown.-sailed bargee, whose capsoious bellies
hold the ecntents of one of our rattling trains; little
gingle-street towns, with gardepns dipping into the
water ; and long, long meadows, full of black, and
white cows, and spring green, that before you
kncw it slip into cities whose slreets are of water;
scores of little bridges, and swarms of laughing
obildren on them ; liitle lakes, dotted with white
gaile and enbcsomed in olear grey skies; miles of
rughes, their tops bru: hed br the lovely flight of the
gea-swallow ; red churoh towers, ending in fine fret-
work ; red-rocfed villages by the Zinder Zee, and
broad-based villagers to live in them; few slums
and no deserts ; not tco much humanity, but enough
of it—that is Holland." Thus is Holland described by
Mr. H. W. Massingham; and the contents of this
tourist handbook and the fire pictures with which it
is interspersed prove that the description is by no
means overdone,

S.P.T.

CORRESPONDENCE

COMPULSORY THEISTIC TEACHING.
ToO THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

SIR,—Prin, G. N. Gokhale has tried, in your issue of
the 9th May, to answer my arguments againsf the
compulsory teaching of theism in Colleges. My cor-
regpondence with him has been confined only fo a
discussion of our respective views on religion, god
and the proposed compulsion to attend theistic dis-
courses. It was absolutely impersonal in nature,
and I never thought that I was being in any way un-
fair to Prin. Gokhale when I published the fact that
he admitted his not having studied logic. I am how-
ever quite prepared to aspologise to him if he believes
that I should not have referred to the matter
publicly.

The reason why I alluded to it was that the exis-
tenoe of god cannof be proved by & process of reason-
ing. Prin. Gokhale has not even attempted todo so
in his reply. All that he does is to state dogmali-
eslly some theorems which ke says are true and are
the common factor of sll religions. I again stste
that an all-powerful and merciful gad could not have
possibly created a world so imperfoct ag the one we
live in. The existence of misery in this world is
the fact and Mr, Gokhale's god is the hypothesis, and
still Mr. Gokhale does not want to modify the latter
to suit the foimer. A misery-creating god can
ez‘th‘e;r be all-powerful and wicked or merciful and

-wesk,

Prin. Gokhale's example of thought-tranasference
has nothing to do with either religion or god, After
al}, thought must ‘e a process of some sort of change
in the brain cells, and it is perfectly within the range
of imsgination ( although there is as yet absolutely
no preof for it ) that that change msy be transmitted

to other distant brain-oslls. What god or religion
can have t0 do with this process any more than wxfz
the process of tranamission of electrio energy, I am
unable to understand.; '

And now about my alledged proposal fo call
meetings to abuse god. I must make it clear thatI
am & non-believer in god. It is therefore not possibla
for me to have any desire to abuse a non-existent
thing. What I gaid in my Marathi article was,
that if Mr. Gokhale wanted to be consistent, he and
other theists should oall meetings to abuse god in
exactly the sare way as they wanted to pray to him,
For, if & god who created good things isto be praised,
the same god, who has also oreated bad things,
should be abused also. It is only a matter of con-
sistent reasoning. If this is not acceptable to Mr,
Gokhale, lethim say that plague, wars and famine
sre not created by god, and that he (god) is power.
less to prevent thew. A god that wants to take oredif
for having created roses must algo take the disoredit
of having created the plague germ.

Prin. Gokhale, the champion of toleration,
wants to compel the students to attend lectures about
religion and god, in exactly the same way as Euro-
pean and American nations are arming themselves
to the teeth under the pretext of preventing war,
Toleration simply cannof be taught by force, for the
vory process of teaching it is s negatjon of the idea
contained in it. Let Mr Gokhale be tolerant to-
wards those who do not want compulsion, and he
wiil be setting a much better example. :

There is one point on which I agree perfectly
with Mr, Gokhale. Let evarybody read his
pamphlet and form his own opinion about the pro-
posals. No arguments brought forward by me would
be stronger than the pamphlet. It is s perfect example
of muddle-headed thinking.—Yours, etc.

D. D. EARVE-
BOOKS RECREIVED.

SURVEY OF AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1928.
By CHARLES P, HOwLAND. ( Oxford University Press.)
1928, 25cm, 610p, 24s,

ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS OVER PERSONS AND
PROPERTY. By EgRNST FREUND. ( University of -
Chicago Press, Chioago. ) 1928, 24om. 620p, 22s. 6d.

BLAOK AMERICA. By BcoTT NEARING. (Vabguard Press,
New York.) 1929, 22cm. 274p. $3'00.

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICOS. By GEORGE O'BRIEN.
( Longmans, London,) 1929. 22cm. 185p. 10s. 64,

THE HUMAN FACTOR IN INDUSTRY AND POLITICS.
By ALFRED Hook, (King.) 1928, 220m. 211p. 8s.6d.
‘WHITE CAPITAL AND COLOURED L ABOUR, By LoeD
OLivigr. ( Hogarth Press, London.) 1920. 22em. J48p.

12s. 6d.

THE CHALLENGE OF THE AGED. By ABRAHAM
EPSTEIN. (Vanguard Press, New York) 1928, 2%om. .
435p. $3:00. ’ _

GERMANY UNDER THE DAWES PLAN., By Max
SERING. Translated by 8. MiLToN HaArT. (King) 1929,
220m. 251p. 10s. 6d.

THE EMPIRE AND THE ARMY. By JoHN FORTESOUE.
(Cassell,) 1928. 22om. 338p. 10s. &d.
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