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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

LOVERS of world-peace, particularly peace in the
Eastorn continent, will deplore the
pregent unsatisfactory atate of
Anglo-Soviet relations, Thess rela-
tiors, bad as they are, promise to grow worse by
. the exchange of provocative and muiusally re.’
oriminatory notes. Threats of severing diplomatie
relations are wery oftsn preludes to more
dangerous events in international history and
indicate the direotion in which the war wind is
blowing. From this standpoint, the British
Government’s threatoning note to Russia cannot
be ooneldered as a contribution to peace, The
Soviet's reply to the note seems to be a more
dignified performance. Sir Austen Chamberlain,
we are eafraid, suffered oonaiderably by hav-
ing to appease the clamours of the die-hard rection
of the Conservative Party who have long baen
-pressing for a rupture with Rusaia. That Parly is
rapidly losing grourd in Great Britain, Every bye-
.eleotion brings m fresh victory to the Labour party
and reveals the disconcerting fact that no Con-
aervative seat is safe. The prestige and influ.
enoe of imperial Britain is aleo at a - low
ebb abroad, esyeocially in the East, where the grow-
ing volume cf apti-British feeling threatens to
zuin her trade and hard won imperial assets,
The real causes for these reversea are to be traced
to tha policy of industrial reaction and aggressive
bumperialism pursuad by Baldwin's Government

Britain and
Russina.

‘Withaut trging to make a change. in this blundes- i

ing aourse, the Cabinet 1s vainly trying to deceiva
the British publio by throwing the whole blame on
Soviet Russia. The Russian agents should indeed
be omnipotent if, by their mere propaganda, they
could so easily endanger the safety and interests of
such & mighty Empire as Britain's. The Soviet,
we note, has refuted the charge as vague and nn-
gpabstantiated mnd reminds the British Govern-
ment of the forgery of the “Zinovieff letter™ by
exploiting which Mr. Baldwin and his Party same
into power. The intelligent world, we are sure, will
pot easily swallow the statements of either side.
They can only view with suspioion the profes-
sions of the desire for peace expressad by both
Britain and Russia when they sce the two nations
sparing nothing to provoke gach others temper and
ruin each other's intorests.

»

AN attempt will be made by Mr. Addyman, a
European non-official. in the ourrent
mession of the Bombay Legi-
lative Council for the reintroducs
tion of bookmeakers in connection with horse-
racing in Bombay and Poona. They were abolish-
ed in 1912, thanks mainly to the initiative and
driving force of Lord Sydenham who regarded them
as an unmitigaied evil which must be suppresg-
ed if reckless gambling were to be checked, Fears -
of backsliding by a future Goveroment were then
freely expressed by leaders of public opinion.
But Lord Sydenbsm's Government considered that
impogsible. Curiously enough that impossibility
threatens now to become a hard reality. We are
greatly surpriced that Mr. Addyman should have
been so fortunate asto geocure the Governor's pre-
vious sanction for the introduotion of his pernioci-
ous bill, Our surpriee is all the greater when we
remember that in the case of Mr. Pradhan's Local
Option Bill, which was unquestionably more in
accord with public opinion, His Exoellency saw fik
to withhold his previous sanotion | Does it mean
that bookmakers have now oceased to be an evil ?
Or has the angle of vision of the Bombay Govern-
ment in regard to them undergone a change ? Itis
an irooy of fate that the only legislative effort on
the part of a non-official European should be in
the undesirable direction of reviving an institu-
tion which publio opinfon condemns as an evik
Whether the hill in question will ultimately reo-

* *

Reintroduction
of bookmakers.
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ooive the Council’'s support is more than one can
say at present. But we fesl confident that if the
Government remain neutral and leave the decision

to popular representatives alone, their verdiot will |

bo deoidedly against the bill,

L 4 * L

WE sincerely hopse that the Government of Bengal
will support the resolution which

;::g‘iﬂf:t' Prof, J. L. Baneriee intends to
Settlement. move in the Bengal Legislative

Council to appoint a mized Com-
mitte of officials and elected membere of the
Counoil to enquire into the working of the Per-
manent Settlement of Bengal. The total rental in
Bengal in 1793, when the Pormanent Seattlement
Regulation was passed, was nearly 400 lakhs, out
of whloh nearly 40 lakhs went to the Zsmindars
under the Regulation, The rentals have increased
four times during the last century and, while the
Government revepue remains fixed at nearly 400
lakhs, 5 sum of nearly 1200 lakhs gues to the
Zoemindars and middlemen. The people of the
province are oheated out of this Iarge sum annual-
iy for the folly of an administration of old times
which did not see beyond its own day. Granting
that the State exeroised its soveraign right in con-
ferring proprietory rights on ravenue oollectors
with a view to general public welfare, as then
understood, it follows that the Siate can take away
that rigcht when the good of the community de-
mands it. It isimportant to note in this oonnec-
tion the reply that His Excellenoy the Viceroy
gave last week to the Oudh Talukdars’ request for
the grant of permanent settlement. His Excellency
said: “ There are obvions objeotions to the perman.
ent settloment. It involves the sacrifice of the
share of the State in the growing values of land
and perpetuates assessments which must become
more and more uneven as time goes on. Any
measure, too, which tends permanently to limit the
share whioh any class is cailed upon $o contribute
to the general revenues, is almost certain to resulé
in an unfair burden on other olasses,” This unfair
burden has been borne patlently by the people of
Bengal for over & century. It ie time that they
were relieved of it and the basis of the land reveaue
system readjusted according to the altered circum-
stances.

* * L 3
‘THE Hon. M1, A, Ranganatha Mudaliar, the Minister

. of Development, Madras, while ad-

Madras Excise . . N
Minister’s Policy. umbrating his party’s programme,
observed a fow days ago that the
party socepted “complete prohibition to be attained
by definite and prograssive atages” and mention-
ed it as being inoluded in the measures to which
" the party will give prominent and early attention.
This declaration, we fear, was mades without ocon-
sulting his brother-Minister in charge of Exoise.
For, judged by the latter's utterances on his exoise
polioy, it appears that Madras may not make any
considerable advance towards prohibition during
his term of office. We have no objestion to excise

ministers drawing attention to the realities of
the problem and diffioulties to be overcome in
sucoessfully working oata policy of prohibition.
But our ministers, we are afraid, sadly mistake
their duties when they throw the burden of
solving the probloms connected with enforoing
prohibition on to the ghoulders of the oritics
and popular espousers of the cause, It should
be remembered, they justify their acceptanoce
of the portfolio only in the measure in which
they are able to praotioally msolve these
questions and forward the cause of reform. The
Madras Minister not only throws up his hand,
asking the advooates of prohibition to perform
his task of finding out alternative sources of
revenue; he seems to have also misread the popu-
lar view in regard to the drink evil and failed to
ronlise the growing intensity of the demand for
prohibition. Aococording to him, it is only the edu-
cated higher olasses, who form 5 to 10 per cent.
of the population, that demand prohibition.
Here, we foar, he has altogether ignored the social
and religious seatiment among the masses of the
people against the drinkiog habit. We are
also told that unless the masses are educated
we cannot have prohibition. The argument smacks
much of the bureaueratic opponent of the oause.
If prohibition is to wait ¢ill the education of the
masses is completely accomplished, we are afraid

we shall have to wait indefinitely !
* * *

THE Round Table C)nference that met at Capetown,

theresults of which have been publi-
shed, is unique and significant in
many respects. That was the first
oconsion when the Government of India was re-
presented in the person of one of its own members
at a Osnference convened to discuss & momentous
question of common concern. Dalhi and Capetown
met acrossthe table instead of taking the eirouitouns
route via London. It was also the first time that an
Indian Delegation to so important a Conference was
headed by an Indian. And what is mora intere
eating, the Indian Delegation succeeded. The
appointment of an Indian to lead the Dale-
gation was indesd a master-stroke of the Govern-
mont of India. It must havebeen a wholesome reve-
lation to the whiteas in South Afrioca to ses Indians
and Europeans working as equal comrades under
an Indian leader. Also it demonstrates, if such
demonstration ware neceasary, that there is-no task,
however delioate, diffionlt and momentous, that
an Indian oannotdo :with oradit. In a matéer in
which the good offices of the British Government
and the Imperial Canference had failed to achieve,
the Indian Delegation was suocessful.

L ] * L]

PART of the oredit for this happy result is due to
the visit of the Beyers Daputation

The S, African
Conference.

;::::n‘;'l to Iadia last-year. Greater know-
Contact. ledge of India led to graater under-

standing and porsonal contact with
her oreated sympathy for her, That uanderstaniing
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and sympathy bhate been further augmonted by the
visit of the Indian Delegation to South Africa.
The cordial ar d friendly reception that India gave
the Beyers Deputation, ard the reoiprocation there-
of by South Afrioa when the Indian Delegation
was Lthere, have had no small share in giving a
favourable thare to the negotiatione. We hope
that the personal contaot now established will be-
come more intimate, and that there will be more
frequent interobarge of visits between distinguieh-
od South Africans and Indiane, Mutual respect is
only possible with oultural contact and understand-
ingiand mutual respect isnecessary for & permanent
and satisfaclory eettlement of the relations be-
tween India and Scuth Africa. We suggest that
the Universitiea of India should invite eminent
South Africana to visit India and lecture to our
studenis, Similiarly, if eminent Indians like

Rabindra Nath Tagore, Sir J. C. Bose, Prof. Raman
and Prof. Radhakrishnan, to name onlya few,
could ;be induced to visit South Africs, it will
greatly help to bring about greater mutual under-
standing and respect. We weloome the organisa-
tion of the South Afrioa=-India TUnion, whioh the
Rt. Hon, V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri has helped to found
in Capetown. The Australia-India Union is doing
very good work and we trust that the new organi-
sation in Bouih Afrioa will grow In strength and
influence.
» L ] *

THE Conference would not have achieved the
success it has if Gen. Hertzog had

ﬁ!ﬁ:_ch“" not taken up a generous attitude
Europesns. towards the Indian question ag

the rosult of his successful vigit to

the Imperial Conference. The National Party, of
whicb he is the leader, was anti- British and resent-
ed any interferenos from London in South African
matters. To Gen. Hertzog membership of the Empire
had meant the subordination of South Africa to
Great Britain and the Empire. At the last Imperial
Corfarence bhe got an assurance that South Africa
was a govereign nation, and he felt satisfiad. That
soems to have brought about a welcome change in
him with regard to his responsibilities for the un-
franchised and disfranchised subjects of South
Afrion. Now the unchallenged arbiter of their
destinies, he is disposed to take a more humane
and fair attitude towards them. And the Indo~
Afrioan Agreement contains what may justly be
oalled the Magna Charta of the non—European
population in South Afrioa. The Agreement
states in solemn worda :—

* The Union Government firmly believe in
and adhere to the prinociple that it is the duty
of every civilised Government to devise ways
and meansiand to take all possible steps for
the uplifting of every section of their perma.
nent population to the full extent of their
oapacity and opportunities and accept the
view that in the provision of eduoational and
other facilities, considerable number of In-
dians who remain part of the permanent popu-
lation should not be allowed to lag behind
other seotions of the pecple.”

This olause is of general application. It applies
there fore to the natives as well. And we trust
that the Agreement heralds the dawn of a new .era of

goodwill and uplift to the Natives of South Afrioa,

as it does to thelr Indian co-oitizene.

THE RAILWAY BUDGET.

_THE Railway Budget for tbe year 1927-28 was

presented on 18th Feb, to the Council of State
by Sir Clement Hindley and to the Legiclative
Assembly by Sir Charles Innes, The speech made
by the former in introducing the Budget is twice
as long as that of the latter and embodies a deserip-
tion of the wvarious teohnical aspects of the
efficient management and working of railways, to
show the magnitude of the problems involved
axnd the efforfs made to solve them.

An interesting and welcome feature of this
year's budget papers isthe provision of maps and
diagrame., The explanatory memorandum on the.
Budget contains a map showing in different
colours the new lines under oconstruotion, those to
be conatructed and to be surveyed, which the
bocks containing the estimates of the individual
railwaye, on which the Budget is based, have ap-
pended to each (i) & map of the individual railway
system oconoerned showing the lines under con-
struction and those to be oonstruocted during the
next five years and (ii) a diagram showing how it ia
proposed to spread the work of survey and construc-~
tion over the five yoars ending 31st March 1932, The
present quinquennial programme for capital expen-
diture on railways to which the specific consent
of the Legislative Assembly was obtained.in 1921
expires on 31st March 1927. Thera appeara to be
no intention on the part of the Government to re.
peat their procedure in connection with the quin-
quennium begioning on 1st April 1927. Nor does
it appear to be their intention to obtain the speoi-
fio consent of the new Assembly to the continu-
ance of the convention regarding separate railway
finance, although the new Budget falls clearly out-
side the obligatory period of three years for which
the convention was to be in forca without revi-
gion. The programme for the five years ending
31st March 1932 for new lines involves an expendi-
ture of over Rs. 88 orores—a sum larger than the
total amount spent on new lines during the last
26 years. Itis.a question for serious consideralion
whether it is not of greater importance and benefit
to the nation in the lobg run to utilize our eapital
resources in building up our railway industries
than in building now lines. At present we are de~
pendent on foreign countries for the supply of
our railway materiala to an average of Rs, 20 orores
per snnum. The huge programme of new linea
and our normal eapital worke on open lines will
send up the average to at least Rs, 30 orores equal
to about Rs. 150 crores for the quinquennium., But
did not Prof. Sapre in one of his recent books say
that the period of our requirement of foreign mate=~
rials somehow or other coinoides with the period
of unemployment and industrial depraegsion in
England ?

Turning to the revenne side of the Budget, the
grosa railway revenus during 1927-28 is estimated
at Rs, 101'91 orozes and the total expenditure at
Ru. 94'81 orores, leaving a net gain to the State of
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Rs. 7°10 orores. It is gratifying to note that the

polioy of reducing railway faras is to continue un-
hampered, in spite of the fact that the reductions go
far made are likely to bring in during the current
year a revenue even smaller than that earned dur-
ing the year 1923-26. The revised estlmatas for
the year 1926-27 show that the goods traflic is
expected to yleld Rs. 60 lakhs less than that in
1925-26 due principally to floods and washawaya
in Burma, Orissa and the Central Provinces, to
uneatisfactory cotton orops and to.the damage
oaused o the ground-nut orop in parts of South
Indias. The earnings from passenger traffio ars
also likely to be less by Rs. 9'41 lakhs under upper
class passengers and Rs. 47°08 lakhs under lower
olass passengers or a total of Rs.56'49 lakhs.
‘While the conditions which have adversely affocted
the goods earnings have had some share in the small.
or passenger earnings, the largest share of the
shrinkage is due to the reductions in farss made
during the year 1926-27, The increase in the num.
ber of passengers has not been sufficiently large.
And in this connection we would invite attention
to the following passage which ccours in the speech
delivered by Col. Walton, the Agent of the North-
‘Western Railway, in October last in his capacity
as the President of the Indian Railway Con-
forence Association :—

“The question of publicity is important. It
is not only the tourist who is to be attracted,
but they must also appeal to the residents of tha
country and, though difficult, they must reach
the villager.”

Col. Walton here evidently refers to the third olass
passenger who ia the mainstay or backbone of our
passenger earnings. The number travelling by all
the upper olasses taken together does not much ex-
ceed 25 millions, while the number using the third
olass exceeds 600 millions or is 24 times the former.
One of the reasons why the number of passengers
travelling by railway has not inoreased sufficiently
in response to the reductions made is possibly to
be found in the fact that the basis adopted in the
reduotion of fares is so narrow that the reductions
made touch buta small fraction of the 600 odd
million who travel by rail, in so far as the redunc-
tions made, in most cases, begin to take effsct
aftor the first 300 miles—a figure to which a wholly
unaoccountable sanctity appears to have beon at-
tached. If therefore reduotionsin third class pass-
enger faras are to have any real substantial effsot
in inducing people to travel by railways in sufii-
ciently larger numbers, over longer distances and
with greater frequenoy, the reduotions must begin
to operate from a muoch shorter distance, consider-
" ing that the distance travelled by a passenger aver-
agos less than 35 miles. Anotherreason for the reduc-
tion not having succeeded in obtaining an adequate
incraase in earnings, Ia the inadequacy of the pub-
lioity methods in making the reductions known
suffiolently widely is so far as the information re-
garding reduotions in fares does not reach the illi-
tarate villager, who, as Col, Walton suggested, is

the real customer to get at. Enhancements im
fares get greater and quicker publicity than do re-
ductions. The reason is obvious. Every man who
suffers by highor fares grumbles so widely and so
frequently and so persistently and does the work
of advertisement without working for payment
for service rendered, The news about redactions in
fares must therefore be advertised by the railway
administrations so that it reaches the ear of the
remotest villager,

OUR PARLIAMENTARY LETTER.

( BPEOIAL TO TEE SERVANT OF INDIA AND THE WEEK.)
Delbl, 25th Febrnary.
THE SOUTH AFRICAN SETTLEMENT.

THE agreement provisionally arrived at at the
Round Table Conference in S. Africa on the South
AfricanIndian question has been ratified by thetwo
Governments and waa announced simultaneously
on Monday last to the Parliaments sitting at pre-
gent in Delhi and Capetown. The announcement

‘as made to onr Legisiative Assembly was received

quite frigidly by the non-official benches; the
sinister forecasts of the settloment that had been
go industriously cabled from S. Africa by some mie-
chief-makers bad evidently done their work
and the non-official members feared that, though
what they had been listening to was all favourable
to India, it might be followed towards the end by
somsa trade conceasions in respect of coal or fruit
or some such vile thing and they therefore stontly
refused to betray any sign of enthusizsm or ap-
proval till the whole announcement had been
made, Buat when Mr. Bhore sat down, they dis
coveraed that they had been very badly deceived by
utterly unfounded cables from South Africa and
that the agreement was prima facie quite acocept-
able. Still there was the annexure embodying the
artioles of agreement, which was ociréulated to
members but not read to the House., This again
largsly justified the non-committal attitude which
the House at the moment seemed to take. When
members studied the annexure in the lanch hour,
they were quite satisfied. A prominent member
came up to me and said: “ This agreement is being
oalled a compromise. How is it a compromise, I
wonder. A compromise involves give and take.
Now, so far as I am able to understand, it isall a
matter of give on the part of 8, Africa and of take
on the part of India. I don't see that wa have
yielded anywhere; in every respsot the gain is
ours. It may be that the gain is not quite as
muoh a3 we might have wished; surely thars are
still many outstanding problems awaitiog solu-
tion. You may perhaps call it a compromise in
that sense, in the sense that it is not a final gettle-
ment. But it is certainly not a compromise in the
gense that wo have given way in certain res-
peots to South Afrioa with a view %o obtain some-
thing else in return from that country. Wa have
not surrendered any existing or potential privile-
ges or submitted to any mew restrictions or dis--
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abilitfes ia order that certain other privileges may
be ponceded to us or cartain other restrictioas re-
laxed or disabilities removed, On the contrary,
we have taken a forward etep in every respeat
without having to take one atep backward. The
only question is whether the forward steps we
mako are sufficiently long.” He is indeed ome of
the most thought{ful membars of the Assembly:
othera, perhaps, did not reassm it out so well to
themsalves, but it was ovident that they also had
come more or less t3> the same oonclusion. The
membears wore of courss still disoussing among
thomselves whether yot there were not some
catohes in the settlement unknown to them, some
snags lorking somewhere and whether (though
retrogression there wa3l pot in even one small
detail ) the progress that had been made was ade-
quate and esuld rot have been larger. Members
Joft the Assembly that evening in this frame of
mind, and any lingering doubts they might have
had were dispelled by Mahatma Gandhi's article
In Young India on the subject, whish, with very
commendable forsthought, was flashed in full by
the Associated Press along the wires immeliately
after the announcement. This articla and partl-
oularly that part in it which bore testimony to a
sudden change of feeling in favour of Indians ia
South Afrioa put a complate extinguisher on even
the most cantankerous Swarajists. The only
thing they could thereafter think of was how de-
oently to keep aloof from the chorus of jubilations
that would surely follow when the agreement
would form the subjeot of discussion later on. The
Swarajist leader In the Council of 8tate, the
Hon’ble Mr. Ramdas Pantulu, was however eo
deeply impressed by the apnouncement that he
deolded without referenoe to his party to move the
resolution of appreciation of the Indian delega-
tlon's services whioch, however, he was restrained
from moving and was eventually moved in the
Oounoil of the Elder Htatesmen by Sir Dinshaw
‘Waoha, Swarajist objections now seem to have
orystallised on two heads: 1, the ratification of
the agreement by the Government of India beforas
submitting {¢ to the Legislature for its approval;
2. the non-grant of politioal and elvie rights to
Indians, Both these points were raised by Mr.
Ramadas Paotulu in the Coiuneil of State, to
whom 8Sir Mahomed Habibullah gave a very
oonciliatory and satisfaotory reply. On the first
point he showed that in no country were treaties
and agreaments concluded between Governments
placed before the Logislature prior to ratifioation.
It was the function exclusively of the Exeoutive
to ratlify such agreementa on their sole authority;
il agreements so ratified did not meet with the
appproval of the Legislature, the latter had the
normal constitutional means at their disposal of
censuring Government. Sir Mahomed pointed out
that even In South Africa, which was a self-
_Boverning ocountry, the agreement had first besn

ratified by the Cabinet and them placed before |

_“_.l"‘gr_linment, exaotly as it was done in this country.

Oa the second point, Sir Mahomed agreed that a..
good deal still remained to he done and assured
the House that the Government of Iadia would do
everythiog in its power to improve upon the present
agreement as guitable opportanity would offer.
The agreement under disoussion was but a first,
though an important, step in the settlament of the
problem. “Woe felt,” he gaid. “shat we were like
medical practitioners called in to examine a patient
in & most oritioal oonditicn. We diagnosed the
disease and applied certain remedies, as a result of
which we find that the patient has turned the
corner, that he is now out of danger, but-it does not
mean that he doea not raequire to be mursed and
looked after in future. He does and the Gavern-
meont of Tadia will carefully look aftar him." And
it would really take a long tims boefora we attain
all that we are entitled to, SirMahomed Habibullah
said ; but the great thing is that we discern a
change of heart in the Uaion Government, to
which Mshatma Gandhi himsgelf has adverted. The
speech by Sir Mahomed madoe a great impression 3
but it should be added that Mr. Ramdas himaelf
geaerally aoolaimed the agreement, and made some-
objections merely beoause he folt that the Congress.
party must make at least some formal objections..
The general feeling was given expression to by
Mr. Khaparde, that a great achiovement as the
agreament was in }itself, it was siill greator as a
presage of things to come as a result of the anti-
Agiatio prejudice on {the part of South Afrisans
having been considerably lessened.
THE RAILWAY BUDGET.

Tuesday (the:23nd Feb. ) was the day fixed fop

the general disoussion of the Railway Budget. As

.was inevitable, the disoussion covered a very wide

fiold from tho pay of Ry, 9 p. m, of the lowest rail-
way employee to the appointment of a separate
Railway Minister on the Viceroy’s Executive
Council, The disoussion disclosed a marked diver-
genoce of opinion on the programme of railway ex-
pansion,some membars welcoming the programme,
while others queationing the wisdom of undortak-
ing a programme of new lines involving an expen-
diture of the huge figure of Rs. 90 crores during the
next five years. Mr Noigy advanced the view
that the ambitious programme was to a very larze
degree the result of the pressure from Whitaball-for’
something being done to relieve unemployment in
England and by way [of circumstantial evidence
read out extraocts from the debates in the Hous>
of Commons and from the Rajlway Momber's
spesoh at the Imperial Economio Conference, in,
which, while refusing to commit the Government .
of India to the policy of Imperial preferencs, he.
hold out hopes of spending about £ 57 millions_
during a period of seven years, out of which as_
much as 907, would go to purohases in England.
The real battle, however, over the Railway
Budget was fought on Februsry 23 when Mr. 8.
Shrinivas Iyengar proposed a huge out under
“ Railway Board™ amounting practically to a
total refusal of the entire grant asked for by Gov-
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ernment. It cannot be supposed that a person in
the important position of President of the Indian
National Congress would have proposed such a
heavy out without realizing his responsibility, in
preference to moving & nomioal out of Re.1 only.
A pominal cut may be used a3 much for the purposs
of a ocensure as for the mere purpose of eliciting
somse information, It is buried and lost in the pages
of the Indian Hanseard. Such is not however the
oase with a substaniial cut of the charaofer in-~
dieated. It cannot but be regarded as a severe
censure. The fact that such a camsure motion has
been carried gets more widely advertised and the
value sud extent of its publicity is exhausted by
the restoration of the grant under special powers
placed by the Constitution in the hands of asingle
person, viz., H. E. the Viceroy. In a epeech in
whijch forcefulness, rapidity and oclearness of
expression gseemed each to be struggling for
mastery, Mr. Shrinivas Iyengar drew up a severe
indiotment against the Ry. Board for inefficiency
and maladministration. The main charges on which
the inc-liotment was based were (i) non-appointment
of Indians on the Railway Board, (ii) Enormous
surplusage of wagons numbering 3,0000 and
costing no less than Rs, 15 orores and (iii) th
highly objestionable method adopted for l'edlloin;
Stores balances by distributing materials from
Btock to different shunting sheds and workshops
;and showing them as used on works, when
»they were mnot actually used, thus falsifying
-acoounts, Mr. Iyengar's condemnation of the
‘Railway Administration was ably supported
by Pandit Motilal Nehru, The Pandit is one of
.the most efective speakers on the popular side.
But on this ocoasion, in the opinon of some, he sur-
passed even his own previous performances. In
a speeoh marked by high elcquence, oogent
yeasoning and magaificent marahalling of faots
and figuree, he exposed to the full view of the
‘House the enormity of the various sins of omission
and co>mmission on the part of the Railway Board,
geverally and jointly, amountiog to inefficienoy,
maladministration and gross breach of trust.
Ia fact, the effect of the speech was 80 tremandous
that the senee of propriety on the part of Govern-
ment fell into temporary abeyance and poor Sir
Cloment Hindley was allowed to put himselfin the
bighly unenviable position of defending himself
against aoouaations which, in his own words,
fmpugned personal reputation. 8ir Clement’s speach
was a weak parformanoe. The defence carried no
oopviction. Another speech that stodd out most
prominently in the ocourse of the debate
was that of Lasla Lajpat Rai. It was frankly
outspoken. He showed in & most effective manner
how on the platform and in the railway
carriages every Indlan, whatever his rank, was
subjeated to the indignlty of ill treatment at the
hands of Europeans and Avnglo-Indians, Another
polnt of grest {mpartance made by Lalaji was that
the Indian appointed to the Railway Board in
response to the wishes of the people should not

—

be i.n Service, becauss men promoiel from the
services could never get rid of their environment
and tradition.

Sir Charles Ianes brought out the strange argu-
ment that the Railway Board was a technioa
body aud that there was no Indian available of the
nscessary qualification and up-to-date experience.
Ho was careful to exolude any reference to
the post of the Financial Commissioner whiok
showed that he had no defence {o offer for not
filling that post by an Indian, If he felt it was
outside his province fto refer to that post as
falling within the province of the Finance Mem~
ber, the latler should have offered an explanastion
But this was not forthcomiog. The defence ad-
vancad for the surplusage of 30,000 was eminent-
ly plausible, as that represented the number not in
actual use during the elackest period of the year.
The raal surplusage was only 6,0)0 wagons which
waa not too larga to meet variations of traffic
over a system of not less than 35 000 miles route.

The feeling sgainst the Ry. administration was

go high that when the motion for the cut was put
to the vote, it was carried by 39 against 52.

OUR PARIS LETTER,

[ FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ]
Paris, Febraary 10.

THE SITUATION IN EUROPE.

THE termination of the Cabinet ¢risis in Germany
and the evacuation of the Rhineland are the great
topios of the hour in European politios and the
various reactions—best illustrated in the verdiots.
of the different ‘sections of the press—that these
have occasioned would give some idea of anticipa~
tions a8 regards the future: “Germany at last has
ranother cabinet;” says the Paris Times ‘‘othe.
nations, above all, Germany’s neighbours, considar
it disquieting that the parties which support &
return to the Manarchy should have so large &
representation in the new Government”—which is
putting the matter mildly. But this issue was
really obscured by the recent latbours of the Allied
Oontrol Commission who had to certify Germany's
proper observance of certain conditions in the
treaty of Versailles as a preliminary to the evacua~
tion of the Rhineland. The Nationalist Victoire
“The Germans have ceded and Franoce has
mada concessions; & thorny question has been
gottled ; but it would be folly- to believe that

Germany can be prevented from preparing, or that

a great people, discipliaed and patriotio oan be

prevented from entertaining dreams of revenge',
and, Pertinax in L' Echo de Paris reminds Franoe
that the plan of the German offsnsive against
Poland remains and that ‘the part of this plan
which assures communioations between the German
aad the Russian army through Eastern Prussia Is
specially prominent.’ The
olusion “oulpable compromisiog™ and the Commu-
nist Humanite considers that the ocmpromise has
solved nothing, for “two rivals filled with distrust

aaserts:

Pelit Bleu oalls the oon- ’

!
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are faze to face. British munitions factories which
wish no competition have gained their point, bat
"French and German industries, despite the Steel
€artel, continue to oppose each other”. The Left
Volonte, almoat alone in its optimism, seems to
detect some reason for rejoicing in the proosedings,
i but makes it conditional by adding the admittedly
improbable qualifioation—"thia step in German dis-
armament should also be a step towards general
- disarmament,” This ia as between Franoe and
«Germany.
ENGLAND ANGRY,
‘And as between Germany and England, China
. has given an opportuaity for Germany to have her
- gibes at John Bull, The oriticism of the Britieh
pblioy in China has made Eigland angry, as sho has
been lately acoustomed to regard Germany as a sort
--of oause which she was championing and for which
adequate gratitude must be manifested. Even Mr.
Garvin, the editor of the Observer, who has always
besn writing poetry about Loocarno in that journal,
48 wearied and bursts out in antlolimax that if the
present tendenoy in (Germay were continued, Lo-
oarno would be endangered. Thus, the German
Nationalist Lokal Aneeiger: “The appaarance of soli-
darity that had at least been outwardly preserved
was degtroyed the moment England with inocome-
prehenaible shortsightedness smashed tha unity in
the Eaast and gave Asia a pesp behind the curtain
of European po'loy, destroyed all illusions about
the Whits Rase and awakened it out of its hypno-
tio conditions......Finally, in the Treaty of Ver,
sailles Eagland demanded the surrender of all Ger.
many’s special rights in China, This last step has
now decided England’s fate” And even the *semi-
officlal” Deutschs Allgemeina Zeitung- while “appre-
“Ciating England’s difficulties in China to the full.
est extent’ points out, albiet apologetically, that
“ offence osnnot be taken when it ( The German
Press) indicates the danger to the general peaoce of
natlons which arisss from the application of fore™
Franoe keeps silent, it is a very disereet and pru-
dent silenos, oo this matter, not because she ap-
proves Kagland's policy, or has any real intention
of effestively partioipating in it—that is abundant-
ly clear from ocovert allusions on all sides—but
‘Pecause now she is conatrained to maintain a show
of solidarvity of the Franco-British polioy on ac-
count of the situation in Europe ; more presisely,
-as & warning to Germany,
ENGLAND AND ITALY.
" Expand or Explode "~thls, said Bignor Mus-
solini to the Vienna Neve Fris Presse, is the only
-ohofoe before Italy, and:his decision to ally Italy
with Great Britain in the present situation in
China has, it must be admitted, the ingeniousness
of trylog to combine both these alternatives. The
Corriere della Sera of Milan romarks that Italy has
no desire to intervene in the internal affairs of
China and ranges herself by the side of Great Bri-
aia ¥ to proteot the interasts of Civilisation ” and
Catholios. It is to be hoped that the Pope, who is.
said to be ns shrawd & diplomat as any one elge,

and who has all along shown o tendenoy to resis$
all professed attempts of alliance with the Fasoists
80 as not to compromise the universalism of tha
Church of Rome, will disavow this latter sugges-
tion. Not long ago the Vatican consecrated a
number of (ainess bishops—the firat to bear that
honour—with much pomp and they were {éted all
over France. When it is recalled that Italy has
only one Royal Concesgion at Tienstein, at whioh,
according to the latest consus, there were 34 Italian
residents and that the same census lists show no
Italians in Shanghai, Italian aggresstion becomes
evident and the admission of this Milanese journal
that Italy intervenes “in complete independance
and autonomy of aotion” assumes a certain signific-
anoe. There are two morals in this new alliancs
simultaneously announoed in London and Rome.
It shows how eager the Fascists are for adventure
and how hard pressed is England to clutch at the
least support for the present poliey in China,
THE FUNDAMENTALS AGAIN.

The fundamental implications of Society in the
West, which Isaid in my last letter ware now search-
ingly analysed in Europe, come in for examina-
tion even in prospsrous Amerioa. "Man is War"
by John Carter ( Bobbs Merrill Company, Indiana~
polis ) is & book packed with faofs and the author,
who hag had experience in diplomacy and, oonge-
quently, probably knows the real motives of many
policies, has not hesitated to pursue his enquiries
throngh what he calls “usual hypoorasies,” being
Cartesian in temperament. Such are: “wbhy does
it seoem proper for Frenoh and Spanish airmen to
defend the causs of civilisation by dropping bomba
on the women and ohildren of the Riff, ror the
British airmen {o do the eame in Iraq, if it was
manifsstly barbarous for the Germans to drop
bo.:bs in London and Paris in 1915 " “Why is it
right for the United States to oooupy Haiti and
wrong for Japan to cocoupy Shantung ?" His
answer to thesa queries have the supreme merit of
being straight: “Atlantic oivilisatioa—the produot

. of fty centuries of oumulative human aotivity—ia
in the saddle, and, right or wrong, is giving the
world an impulse whioh the world is toroed to
reproduce in order to survive. The character of
this Atlantic impulse is neither the passivity of the
Orient nor the irresponsibility of the savage. It
has produced a politioal and soocial system that
gimply and acourately represents the ecardinal
instinota of all organio life; the imperious urgenoy
of eelf-preservation, self-perpetuation, and self-
aggrandisoment”. Now, while a purely biological
interpretation of history is inadequate and iis
diffioulties are being increasingly reocognised, the
utter impossibility of sustaining the oconcept of
civilisation by any such idea as looking upon it
as “organio” or as means for survival of the fittest,
is almost self-evident unless we so modify the
meaning of those phrases that they lose their signi«
ficanoe. To be oivilised is in many ways to disarm
‘oneself of weapons whioh would make one fittest

in the struggle for purvival; it is to become univer=
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sal, and from the biologioal point of view, unnatu-
ral. Demoocracy whioh is essentially an ideal of
eivilisation oannot resist any organisation of
Soociety which has private reservations unillumined
by reason and reflaction. Wealth, no more
than race or ¢lass, can be absolved by Demooraoy—
whioch has led many well-informed people to take
_the view that “Amerioa, it would seem, stands
on the parting of the ways. Either she may-develop
on democratic lines...or she may fossilice the form
of her present plutooracy, and realise that new
foudalism of industry which was dreamt of by
Saint Simon, by Comte, and by Carlyle. It would
be a strange oconsummation, but siranger things
have happened; and it seems more probable that
it should happen in America than in any European
country. It isan error to think of Amerioa as
democratic ; her Damocracy Is all on the surface,”
THE NEMESIS
Thers is a nemesis in human afairs—which
must inevitably lead us into pessimism, unless we
poek the assuranoes of religion, or are full of an in.
fantine optimism which simply oannot be introa-
pective or dive deep enough—and it is this which
ie at present overtaking Western civilisation.
‘Society here has hitherto rested on two bases—
Christianity and Hellenism, this last in its dual
aspeot of instinots of speoulation in the political
as woll as natural ecience. How fortunate was the
combination, how well the absolutism of a Semitic
-religion accorded with the empiriciem of the scienti-
fio spirit as a correotive to metaphysioal meander-
ings in induotions on the one hand, and as a sti-
mulant to enquiry by the insistence on the indjvi-
dual whioh-was the peculiarfeature of Christianity,
on the other—the power and success of Europe has
proved. But thegs original bases are incompatible
with oertain other elements which the Societly has
acquired in the oourse of its development suoh as
Nationalism, Capitalism {and Militarism, and on
these much - of its present prosperity rests. The
history of the Christian Church has more than once
proved the anti-Christian nature of Nationalism.
The Roman Churoh hasreceived many a biow from
it and such a shrewd observer of men and manners
a8 Lady Ozford has said—in her Reminiscences, I
think,—that if the churohes in England now com-
plain of the indifference of the publio towards them
they have themselves to blame for it, as it istheir
practice of ennobling flag-worship at the expense of
Chriat during the war whioch brought about the
fall in their prestige. The fight between Capitalism
and BSocislism—and Dsmoocracy demonstrably
implies some form of Socialism, I think—continues
flercely on both sides belora our very gaze. Mili-
tarism, as usual, allles itself with the most success-
ful party, or rather, is made to subserve its pur
poses. The faot is Demooracy which in Europe
originated in the idyllic little islands of Greater
Greece, and which prevails in our own village com-
munities, implies oertain conditions whioh no more
pravail In the modern Capitalistic-Nationalistio—
‘Militarist State.

tions that Industrialism has brought.

[ MARCE 3, 1927,

OUR OPPORTUNITY. .
Whatever may be the specuilations in the
Woest as to the future of Damooraoy, there should
be no doubt that it is suicidal for us to ape the
fashionable pessimism as regards it. Anti-Liberal=~:
iem of every kind, Direoct Aotion, Fasolsm, Bol«
shevism, and all else are fatal ‘to our future. Not:
infrequently has it happened that the two units of
the world, East and West, have had to follow
different philosophies due to different conditiones.
A sucosssion of bureauoracies has inflicted untold.
harm on our national being, - A multitude of foroes
has worked to fortify the self-consciousness of the
individual in Euroje, and the problem over here
is the excass of individualism. With us just the
reverse has happened and the problem is just the
opposite, There have been previous meetings
of East and West when the West has received
some great message. Such a meeting has taken
place in our own time with the consequence that
everywhere in the Orient the spirit of Democracy
has spread. Our secular slambers have never been
8o gtirred, A herliage of modern polity ocomes to-
us from the West—of Demooracy originated in
Qreator Greeoce, enriohed by the majesty of Roman
Law, by the literary idealism of France, by the
love of objective truth in the pursuwits of the
modern sciences and moulded into & working sys-
tem by the genius of England. It is not to be
lightly parted with, as the President of the Ser-
vants of the India Society persuaded us with
poble eloguence in his Kamala lectures. Its
megsage is neither so new nor impossible to us, as
it is made out in some quarters. Oar village com~
munities and our panchayats give the lie to any
such assertion, " History repeats itself ” is only’
half a truth and by no means the inspiring halfa
There are thinkera of outstanding eminencs such
a8 Bertrand Russell who believe that the paocifio
spirit of the East would treat the problems of
Demooraoy in a creative and construotive manner.
They believe that Asia will not only humanise
the conditions of industry, but will also introduce
moral considerations into the politioal complica-
Many
tharefore see the hand of Providenoe in -the awak-
ening of Asia and with Shelley sing to her spirits
Child of Light ' thy limbs are burning
Through the vest which seems o hide thee,
There should be sufficient idealism add optimism
for us in this prospect.

REVIEWS,

DEAN INGE ON ENGLAND.

ENGLAND. By W. R. INGE, D. D. (Earnest Benn,
Ltd., London. ) 1926. pp. 326. 10s, 6d. ‘
THE Dean of Bt. Paul'a is the supreme example of
the independent man in public life to-day. Well :
might he echo the famous cry “O Lord, mighty and *
solitary have I lived"”, though we may be parmltged ;
to suspect that there would be & note of pridé:

rather than of despair on such & declaration !
¥



- MARCH 3, 1927. ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

5T

Perhaps, & verse of the Dhammapads, *Alons when
-eating, alone when slesping, alone when walking,
let & man strongly control himself and take his
pleasure in the {orest glade™” mora aptly sums up
his temperament, and it is not by chanoe that he
is a follower of Plotinus to whom Religion is a
«quittance -from things alien and earthlv, a life
beyond earthly pleasure, a flight of the “alone to
the Alone™,

To the outsider this solitary quality often
appears to be apiritunl fastidiousness, intelleotual
-disdain, or mere perversity, and the zeneral fesling
was onoa well expressed by the journalist who
desoribed him, when denouncing demooraoy before
‘a radioal audienoe, as “iike the moon which shone
in through the window, as cold as brilliant and as
distant.” No *party is exempt from his quips and
jibes and subtle thrusts ; ao he is by all men feared,
by few beloved. No one loves the candid feiend
beocause, ag has been said, we suspact; that he enjoys
. his own ocandour, and even if the known honesty
-of the Dean acquits him of the suspicion, the siing
of the oandour remains. ‘The penalty of indepen-
dence Is too often impotence, and of free speech
--0ompulsory silenos, and it says something at least
~ for the Church of England that it is able to provide
-puch & man with a position whioh gives the wmaxi-
mum of scope to the individual with & minimum
-of embarrassment to the institution,

But independence has its limitations as well ag
its virtues, To a courage and outspokenness whioh
18 no respecter of persons is united an asperity of
'ltet_nper which prolonged misunderstanding and

misrepresentation often breed, which etud his
“worka with frequently bitter epigrams and cooa-
.‘sionally. with mere abuse, In the book before us
these virtues and vices are both well represented.
- It is outspoken, disconcerting enough to move the
Arohbishop of Canterbury to declare that he could
not agree with the most trenchant writer of modern
Enoglan d, and for one distinguished publicist to
bead his review “The COrime of Dean Inge® on
~agoount of his remarks about Amerioa: it is pone-
“trating and witty enongh for its brilliance to bo
admitted by all the critios, and i¢ is unoharitable
enough in parts to confirmthe general impression
that he is what in faot he is not, a politioal die-
-hard of the straitest ssot.

I}{ form, the book is a survey of the general
conditions and present tendenoies of English life,
It assumes a background of historioal knowledge

-and fs woakest where it attempts to amplify that
assumption with faots., - Thus, the firat part of the

- ~chapter on Demooraoy is based on the very aontro-

“ versial, though brilliant, "Evolution of Parliament”
. by Prof. Pollard, and some of his remarks on coal
-are inspired by Jevons’ *Coal Question” published
in 1865, whioh is not caloulated tolimpress econo-
homists. To say this, however, is not to balittle

- the immense range of reading whioh the book
‘shows; and it is perhaps only the part of him who
has read all the formidable bibliography atthe end
and more to oaat the first stone.

After an introductory ohapter the Dean
writes of the Soul of England in what seems to us
the best part of the book, His ability to introduce
a hos_t of apt quotations without over-loading the
text ia well displayed and the whole ‘chapter gives
ao Impression of immense range, of balance and

_of penctration. So we have Mark Twain’e remark

The English are mentioned in the Bible: the
meek spirited ahall inherit the earth;” the Venetian
-ambassador’s veport in 1497: * The English arae
great lovers of themselves and of everything be-
donging to them. They think that there are no other

—

men like themselves, and no other world buk
England; and whenever they ses & handsome
foreigner thoy say that he looks like an English-
man"”, Santayana says “Where else would a man
inform you, wiih a sort of proud challenge, that
he lived on nuts or was in oorrespondenos through
a medium with S8ir Joshua Reynolds, or had
been disgustingly housed when last in prison™
Count Keyserling’s remarks, * they represent, as
they are, the perfeot realisation of their possibili-
ties ; they are complelely what they might have
been. This explains their power of convincing
others, and their superiority over the other psoples
of Europe ;” and again, “thanks to centuries of
physioal culture, the British organism has develop-
od into a world of its own 80 muoch that external
oircumstancos affect it slowly, if at all. For this
rearon, the Epglishman {oan live in the tropioa
like an Englishman; that is to say, in the most
unhealthy manner that can be imagined™.

The next ohapter is a trenchant and stimulat
iog disoussion of the Empire, His treatment of
Amerioa does little more than point out the slender
grounds for separation on the American side and
to emphasise the “ immense conceatration of the
Awmerican people at large on what they oonsider
their own interest’, which they will certainly
follow better than ours. The separation of the
DUnited States was perhaps psyochologically in-
ovitable, and since it is a fact, it is pure sentimen-
talism to suppose that they will treat England in
the long run any differently to any other foreizn
country, The remsining ohapters deal with In-
dustrinliam and Democracy. Both contsin muoch
interesting information and many penetrating and
acute remarks : but both are marred by an inereas-
ing acerbity of temper. This irritability reachea

‘ jts olimax in the chapter on Demoorascy where wa
- learn ( p. 248 ) that the * new type of Labour mems

bers is sometimens & drunken’blackguard who turns
the House of Commons into a bear-garden'". The
Syndicalists with their " devilish” dootrine of
class war araferociously attacked and the harmless
Guild Sooialists are considered just as bad. All
Communists, we learn, are “ enrages” aad revolu-
tionaries from Ronsseau to Lenin types of tainted
genius, The only good thing he oan find fo say
about Sooialists is the saying of the late King of
Sweden, “The man who is not a Socialist at twenty
has no heart, but he who remains one at thirty
has no head",

The conclusion of the book is pessimistic.
Eogland, the Dean thinks, has passed her
genith, and now harassed by trade rivals with.
out and sectional interests within, she must "either
drastioally reduce her population and sink inte
the second rank, or undergo a period of want,
misery and revolution. The tone of the writing is
tronbled and one fesls that the Dsan ocannof have
been happy in writing it, as indead ha partly admisa
in bis preface. Perhaps, the despest oriticism which
oan be made is that though the Dean always saye
what be baliavea to ba the truth, be does not always
say it in love, *“ It is a pleasure to escape from
politios and ocontroversies into a purer air”, he says
in his ' Plofinus' and that great work iz the exaot
antithesis of the pressnt book. In* Eogland ™
we see the philosopher lost and alarmed in aun
unfamiliar world, harrassed, embittered and
bewildered by the rough and tumble of affairs. The
two books might almost have been writtea by differ
ent hands, wers it not for the couragecus spirit
whioch runs through both and in the end obliterates
all bitterness by his final worde: "I have laid
bare my hopes and fears for the country that Ilove.
This muoh [ can avow, that never, even when tha
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storm-alcude appear blackeet, bave 1 been lempi-
ed to wish I was other then an Epglishman”.

T, G. P. SPEAR.

THE GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE. p¥
THE GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE. By
"WILLIAM EENNET MUXNRO, Pb. D, IL. B, (Mac-
willan Company, New York). 1926 pp. 782.

834 x 514, 18a.

IN his book, ‘Nstionalism and Internationalism,’
Professor Rameay Muir wrote thus : “ The wholé
world bas beocome & gsingle vest and complex eco-
pomic unit. Not only do the people of every
country buy from and sell to the people of every
other, but the industry and commerce of every
covutry ig in part financed by the capital of every
other,” At a time when “the whole world has be-
come a sipgle vast ard complex unit” political
orisis in one part of the world sends its echoes
into the other. This is especially true of Europe
and America. Europe and America are so closely
intertwined by economic bonds that a political
orisis in one part of Europe affects considerably
the state of the stock market of New York and the
wheat pit of Chicago. Americans bave therefore
begun to take a considerable interest in the gov-
ernments of Europe, and the American Press have
begun to give due publicity to the political hap-
Penings in Europe.

Professor Bennet Munro’'s work is evidence
of the fact that Americans have begun to think
internationally and have l egun to evines an inte-
rest in the governments and politics of Europe.
Professor Bennet Munro is the Jonathan Trumbull
Professor of Amerian History and Government in
Harvard University., The book must be of inte-
rest to students of comparative politics in general,
and to Americans in partioular, for the author
not merely describes the governments of
Europe, but slso institutes a masterly comparison,
wherever possible, between the institutions of
Europe and those of his own country,

Professor Munro keeps before hiz mind the
dictum that * ipstitutions grow and are not made.”
He himself eays in p. 376, * The student of govern-
ment must remember that government is an orga-
nism which owes something to heredity and some-
thing to environment. To understand the genius
of a8 government, therefore, he must not only
Enow its present structure, but its history, ite
temperament, and the atmosphere in which it
functions. There has been too much study of
government ag a motionless thirg, a val'ley of
fossile, of stereotyped institutions. Every goverr-
ment is a going concern, & living organism, which
carries something from the past into the present,
and something from the present into the future.
Howsoever men may disagree about biological
evolution, there is no question that all political
institutions have evolved and are evolving.”’ Tke
suthor gives therefore a brilliant historical intro-
duction before desoribing the structure of the
government of every oountry. The merit about
bis historical introduction is that only relevent
facts in regard to the origin and development of
governments are taken into consideration.

The book deals with the governments of Great
Britain and other members of the British Common-
wealth, France, Germany, Italy, Switzeriand,
Ruasiu, Austrie, Hungary, and the Succession
States, The author's treatmert of the Governments
of Great Britein and France are as good a8, if not
better tkap, Preaident Lowell's treatment. His

chapter on the new German constitution is equal-
1y brilliant. But we think that the author has paid
too much attention to the governments of the
British Commonweslth, France esnd Germany, .
and toolittle to 1taly, Russis, Switzerland, Austria,
Hungery, and the Succession States. The govern-
ments of the three, mentioned above, oocupy 660
pages in abook of 760 pages. Why this dispropor-
tion ? Is it becaure Ebpgland is the * mother of all
constitutions,” France is " a country with the
forms of a Republio, the inslitutions of a monarchy
and the spirit of an Empire,”” and Germany
is the only instance of a bappy blending of politi
cal democracy with economioc demooracy ? If that
be 8o, are there not equally sound reasons for a
fuller and a more exhaustive treatment of the gov~
ernments of other States ? The Swiss Government .
is the purest type of demooracy, and has there-
fore the highest elaim to be studied more fully..
Fven Lord Bryce in his work ‘Modern Democra-
cies' bas devoted nearly 100 pages to a survey
of the Swias political system, The Ruesian Soviet
Government demands a more thorough atten-
tion and a fuller treatment as it is & novel experi-
ment leading to the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
Ttaly is now under the iron heel of Benito Musso~
lini and his Black Shirte. One’looks in vain into.
the pages of the book to learn more -about what
Fasoiem stands for, its implications and how it has
altered the demoocratic stracture of Italy, The
ignorance of the geperal public regarding the
political conditions of Austria, Hungary and the
Sucoession States is too well-known, It is a pity
that the author has paid scant attention to the-
governments of these States.

In spite of this shorteoming, political
literature is richer by the publication of this book.
Tor lucidity of expression, clesr marshalling of
facts, and analytical ‘treatment, the -book under
review has few eguale. There is a bibliography at
the end of each chapter where information of a.
more special kind can be sought. There is also &
ugeful index at the end of the volume.

M, V. SUBRAEMANYAM,

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION CONSIDERED:-
AS A SOCIAL MOVEMENT By J.
FRANKLIN JONES. (Princeton University Press,.
Princeton.) 1926. 8 x 5. pp. 158. $.1. 50,

THIS smell volume is a product of the present
wholesome tendency to regard the social implica-
tion of history as of greater value than its record
of battles and politioal events. The book consists
of four essays, dealing with the effects of the
Amarican War of Independence upon the status of-
percons, the ownership of land, the development of
industry and commerce, and the thought life of

the country. _ .
Under the first heading the aughor explains
the gradual development of the idea of independence-
among various portions of the populations, show-
ing bow various classes swayed lgy the ideals _of
their profession, or by the economlo situation, in-
clined oither to the Tory side, or to that of freedom,
He dispels the illusion thatthe days of the Revolu--
tion were a golden age, or that “ the who]a"Aman- :
can population of that time was heroio™ We
are shown s war and post-war psychology nob.:
unlike that which has been lived through by :
the present generation. The effect of American .
independence upon elavery is brought out, proving.
that the “ analogy between freedom for whites and ;
froedom for blacks " gradually walked its wagm ;
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into the national conseciousness. In the revolu-
tionary period were gsown the ceeds of emancipation
for the African slave, : :

Awmerieca a hundred and fifty years sago wag

distinotly rural, only two or three per cent. of her
people living in towns. Agriculture was her one
staple industry, In contrast with India, however,
we bere oconslder a country of vast open spaces,
with 1arge sections having abundant rainfall, where
land might be had for the asking. Henoe ita appaal
tc the land hungry of the world. Then waa decided
that the ooveted 1and was to be held not in the vast
- agtates of Europe, but under a system of small
boldings., Tory estates wera broken up ; quit rents,
entails and primogeniture ware abolished. Tho
land was to belong to the people. As the Atlaetia
sea board filled up, the movement to the Waat
‘began, first into the hill country of the Alleghanies,
then acrogss and down the river valleys into the
boundless prairie region of the middle West.

In the matter of industries, the Revolution set
the States free from the hampering restrictions
with whioh Parliament had bound their earlier

. attempts at home manufactures. In 1719 the
House of Commons had said that “the erection
of manufactories in the colonies tend to lessen
thoir dependence on Great Britain,” Among other
things the exportation of woolen goods and beaver
hats waas forbidden. and while pig and bar iron
was encouraged, all manufaoture of steel was
prohibited. At the baginning of the War, importa-
tion from England ceased, yet local manufacturas
had not begun. Then ensued a period of scarcity,
in which Yankee ingenuity was hard put to it to
gupply its own needs. The resulting expansion of
industries was notable, both in factory produots,
and in the growth of suoh oottage industries as
spinning and weaving. Qne shop in Philadelphia
sold in one year fifteen hundred sets of spinniag
wheel irone. In Massachusettes, whole families
aat down beside small forges in their chimney
corners, and manufasctured iron nails in great

- quantity, the children joining with the parents
in the industry. Maritime oommerce grew, and

_ the sailors of the New England fishing towns found
their way to the ports of China and India to
Archangel and the Cape of Cood Hope.

Ag to the influence of the Revolution upon
thought and feeling in America, the author finds
it difficult to disentangle the specific influences
of the war from the wider currenta cf world in-
‘fluence.that swept across the Atiantio, such as the
Eurcpean revolutionary activities of 1830 and 1848,
To these and similar movements may be traced the
American sooial fermentsleading towards Socialism
. or humanism, an increaged sentiment of nationali-
~gm expressed in proolamations of Manifest
. . Dentiny, and emotional tension that worked itself
out in wide-spread religious revivals, Post-War
peychology, then as now, generated ‘‘ the restiess-
'ness of the young, their disrespect for tradition
.and authority, the inorease of orime, frivolity and
-extravaganoce of gociety. The glory of the military
profession was enhanced, and bescame almost a

- sine qua non of the holding of high politioal office.
State Churches were gradually diseastablished, all

. religious denominations wore placed upon the same
footing, and the divoroe between Church and State

~* finally became oomplete,

The writer sums up his conolusion in the state-
ment that  all the varied activities of men in the

- aame country and period have intimate ralations
with each other, and that one oannot obtain a
satisfactory view of them by oonsidering one

~apart from all,
A, B, VAR DOREN.

T

MAHADEV GOVIND RANADE. -

MAHADEV GOVIND RANADE—PATRIOT &.‘
SOCIAL SERVANT. By Prof JAMES
KELLOCE. ( Builders of Modern India Serjes. )
1926, 7% % 5. pp. 204. Re. 1-4. '

IT is 8 truiem to say that if there was any real
Builder of Modern India, that was the late Mr,
Justice Ranade, whom the author of this bicgra-
phy aptly describes as patriot aud sooial servant.
Among the thousand and one multifarious aotivi-
ties in whioch Mr. Ranade took part, none was
more near his heart than his Social Conference
which was an adjunot of the Natioual Congress.
He it was that was the life and soul of that Con-
ference and it is humiliating to have to confess that
with his departure, that Conference also praciioai-
ly came to an end for want of an enthusiastic
guooessor a8 Secratary. Pcona City which had the
unique honour of baing the most beloved of Indian
cities in the heart of Mahadev Govind Ranade
had, it must be confessed to her lasting shame, also
the impudence of denying to the Sooial Con-
farence the use of the Congress pandal never be-
fore and never afterwards denied to it by the Con-
gress management any where in India !

Prof. Kellock has, we are glad to note, produced
an extremely readable biography after having made
full use of the available material in English and
Marathi, The author has also most sympathetically
studied and dwelt upon every phase of the mani-
fold activities oarried on by the great patriot. He
has quoted chapter and verse for most of his opi-
nione and views, Ho has also abundantly made use
of quotations from Ranade's writings and speeches
and one is grateful to the biozrapher for enabling
one to pass a very enjoyable time in the company
of the great patriot and saint whils reading this
biography. We say saint advisedly, as in our
opinion, no oneamong his contemporaries exhibifed
more saintly qualities than the late Mr, Ranade in
his private as wsll as publie life,

'Wa oonslder the present as the best biography
available in English of the late Mr, Justice Ranade
and we sincerely congratulats Prof. Kellook on his
succese in appreociating the merits of the great
patriot, though he had never had any opportunity
to comse ‘inte personal contact with him, That
shows how very carefully he has studied and
digested all available material.

K. K. GOKHALE.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE S. AFRICAN AGREEMENT.
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SIR,—~When men of such high eminencs as
Mahatma Gandhi, Mr. Andrews and Mra, Sarojini
Naidu who have a oloss asquaintance with affairs
in 8. Africa are agreed in thinking the Agreememt
to ba satisfactory and in acolaiming it as a marvael-
lous achievement of the Indian delegation, no
fair-minded peraon in India will have & reason-
able doubt as to the acoeptability of the setile-
moent. Naturally, in taking the first step to a solu-
tion of an age-long problem many matters have
still been left vyague and judgment has to be sus-
pended in respect of them till we see what action
is taken by the Union Govarnment in oconnection
therewith. Thus, injudging the value of the Agrea-
ment, Mahatma Gandhi has naturally to make re-
parvations and express his misgivings in regard to
certain items. In view of the faoct that Mahatms
Gandhf had written his artiocle before the announce-
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menf was made and the explanation given by
My. Bhore was available to the Mahatma, may
I, s¢ one who has had no first-hand knowledge of
the problem, but as one who can form his opiniocn
oply on the basis  of the published documents,
point out that some of tha points taken by
Mahatma Gandhi seem to have been some-what
cleared up ? '

Take, for instanoce, the point tbat Mahatma
Gandhi makes in regard to the emigration of the
S. African Indians to "foreign countries.” It seems
to be Mahatmaji's idea, and alse Sarcjini Devi’s,
that what is contemplated is that those Indians
who are willing to avail themselves of the scheme
of assisted emigration will be sent direct by the
Union Government to any couptry it likes. The
published papers, however, do not seem to me to
lend support to this idea, On the contrary, astudy of
theme papers has left a clearimpressionon my mind
that the ssheme contemplates dnly this—that those
Indians, who desire to take advantage of “assigted
emigration” will in the first instance be brought
ovar to India, and then it will be for the Govern-
ment of India either to place them on some works
in India itself or to include them, subject of course
to the willingness of the repatriates to settle again
in a foreign country, in any projects of emigration

that they (the Government of India) may have in |

hand. If my interpretation is correct—and again
of this affair, but base my conolusion upon what has
been 80 far published—then $here ia no question of

Gandhi) or to any other country but Ceylomand
Malays, where alone the Government of India can at

present send emigrants. All that the Government |

of India intend to do apparently in this connection
is that they are willing to consider the request of
the repatriates, in case they makae it, along with si-
wilar requests from others to be sent to Ceylon and
Malaya and treat the repatriates on a footing of
equality with others. It is obvious that if I have
represented the facts correctly {here is nothing to
object fo in this arrangement. : :

Appreheneion ig similarly expressed in regard
to the application of the provision in the Agree-
ment for an investigation into the sanitary and
housing conditions in and around Durban which
will include the question of the limitation of the
sale of municipal lands subject to restriotive condi-
tions. This is so vague that even Mabatma Gandhi
is unable to see how this provision will work in
practioe, Ho foars that “the health committee may
bring in a hysterical subject and limitations may
be put upon the purchase of municipal lands by
Indians which may ¢ramp the Indian community
residing in Durban”, Iam sure I do not know how
this clause will be applied, but the statement of
My Bhore says in regard to this matter: “I* is
hoped that as a resu]t of this investigaticn more
municipal land of a suitable nature (may) be made
available for Indians for housing purposes.” It
may therefore be taken that the provision is intend-
ed to. work to the advantage of Indians; atill itis
clear that more definite information will be awaited
en the subject,

Mahatma Gandhi further says " Nor do I like
the paragraph ( in the Agreement ) wkich seema to
jmply that the provinoial Governments are at
liberty to take any aotion they might against
Indian settlers without reference to the Central

Government.” This is & very serious matter, but T

Union Government haw always been opposed to
vest such power in the hands of local Governments.

For instance, Dr. Malan, the Minister of the Inte-
said: “The Asiatic question was not a question that

Provincial Council. Besides, the Asiatio question
touched intarnational relations and oould not be left

‘ Patric Duncan, the Minister of Interior under the
Smuts Government, echoed this sentiment, thus.

' points, which will receive serious consideration in

all quarters, more light requires to be thrown.—
Yours, ete.,
Delhi, Feb, 26. A SEEEKER AFTER TRUTH.
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am unable to discover any reference in the publish~
ed papers on which Mabhatma Gandbi’s state-
ment is baced. On the contrary, I know, thatthe

which, of courss, is favourable to Indian interests. .
rior, in speaking on a private resolution in 1925,

‘oould be ieft to be dealt with by a. minor body, the-
to Provincial Couneils for that resson.” Mr.

showing that both the great parties in the Uniom
Parliament are sagreed on this question. On all theso-

. A \ Jawzs P. KieBY. ( The Hand book seriea.) { The H. W.
Indians being sent at present to Fiji or British | (

Guians (the two countriea mentioned by Mahatma [ NIRyANA. By G. S. ARURDALE. ( Theosophical Publishe -

N

i
i

{

)

1

{ MARCH 8, 1822, . -

{ The Reforenoce shelf meries. Vol. -

A 4 | 1V, No.3.) By LaMER T. BEMaN. {(The H. W. Wilson -
I would point out that I kave no inside knowledge |



