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EVENTS in Germany are taking a form which 
might have been expected in the light of past ex
perience. When once the revolutionary spirit is 
aflame, there is no knowing when and where it 
will stop. According to an Amsterdam telegram, 
the Grand Duke of Hesse is the only Federal 
Prince that has retarned his throne. The results 
olthe elections for the National Assembly ,are ex
pected by the 25th January. A forecast of the new 
constitution says, that the elected President will 
have powers between those of the American Pre
sident and the English King. He will have a. 
a cabinet. responsible to Parliament and will be 
assisted by a Federal House to be called the 
Staaten House. Along with this talk about .Par
liament and constitutions, there are scenes enacted 
which recall to mind the Bolshevist scenes in other 
countrie •. The Chancellor is reported to have been 
a prisoner for a time in his own house. The Kai
ser's palace is at the disposal of soldiers and sail
ors whose blood is profusely spilt and whose 
corpses ara piled up in the private rooms. We oan
not afford to prophesy the .course of events, but 
must wait and see. 

• • • 
THE Bolshevist regime is in full swing in 

Russia. The Anti·Bolshevists are finding it too 
hot for them to remain there and are leaving in 
large numbers for Siberia, which is their head
quarters. Some of the more important of 
them are also going to London and Paris to be 
at hand for the Peace Conference. When the 
uestion of Allied intervention was mooted, the 

Boishevisti boasted that they would convert Allied 
troops to Bolahevism a& they had done the German, 
.and thus bring about an international revolution 
which is their only means of safety~ In the mean 
while, the Allies appear to be meditating no mili
tary intervention for the purpose of, establishing a 
a stable government. They are trying to act 
mainly on the defensive, drawing a cordon round 
centres of' :Bolshevism and not allowing. it to 
spread. The circumstances are, however, so 
peculiar that there is no knowing when these 
precautions snd defensive measures may trans
form themselves into active interference. For 
the present everything appears to be drowned in 
confusion and chaos. It is a pity that the splen
did natural resources of Russia should not be 
available at the time of world reconstruction that 
is before us. 

• • • 
THE presence of President Wilson in Europe 

has raised the tone of the discussions in connec
tion with peace. The actual details are not yet 
published, nor are they likelY to be. For, even if 
the Peace Conference is held with open doors, the 
preliminary discussions are bound .to be secret. 
But there appears to be substantial agreement 
about the general principles among the important 
Allied Governments. It is significan t that the atti
tude towards a League of Nations is becoming more 
and more favourable. Forcasts of the principal 
articles of the League are being published. They 
include :-(1) limitation of armaments; (2) com
pulsory arbitration; and (3) stipulation for' a 
world conference to r('gulate the new relations be
tween the peoples. . We hope the League will ex
tend its ,activities to all peoples without distinc
tion and not confine its attention to the whites 
only. ·Our experience in tho past is very bitter 
indeed: the Congo atrocities are forgotten while 
the Belgian atrocities rouse the virtuous indig
nation of Western natioDs. , 

• • • 
IT was a splendid reception that awaited. 

President Wilson' in London. This is the first 
time an American President has set his foot on 
British·soil and the character of the reception was 
commensurate with the importance of the occa
sion and the personality of the President. We 
think that all this mllrks a new era in the· -history 
of the human race, because the President is on a. 
high mission and he finds his noble selltiments 
reciprocated' by ail the importen t persons in 
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England. Great'Britain'and America working hand 
in hand for settlement of Europe, is the best gua
rantee for the maintenance of the peace of, the 
world and with tbese two Powers as its sponsors, 
the League of Nation is bound to prove a complete 
success. 

• • • 
MR L LOYD GEORGE has obtained a splend id 

victory at the polls. The olear majority of 300 
over all parties that the Coalitionists have ob
tained marks a record. The highest majority so 
far obtained by any party in Parliamentary 
Elections 'was that of the Liber"ls in 1906. But it 
was a composite majority of 354, tbe clear majo
rity of Liberals alone Over all tbe otbers oombined 
being 283 only. So the country has declared itself 
in unmistakable terms its confidence in Mr. L. 
George and its appreciation of his services .. The 
return of Mr. Montagu is of special interest to 
India, and we hope he will now try his. utmost 
with sucb a majority at his hack to obtain legis
lative sanction for his proposals of reform regard
ing the Indian constitution. 

• • • 
THE discllssion on tbe Self· Government resolu

tion mostly turned on the amendment which the 
Hon. Mr. Srini vasa Sastri moved. They were to tbe 

l
i effect that the unfavourable judgment "disappoint

ing and unsatisfactory" passed by the special ses
sion of the Congress should be dropped, that tbe 
time-lim itfor the completion of Responsible. Govern
ment sho ... ld be abandoned and tbat immediate Res
ponsible Governmellt in the provinces sbould not be 
d.mandQu The speech in which he moved the amend
ments was brief, mentioning a few of the points of 
difference of opinion between the two sections of 
the Congress and was listened to with but few in
terruptions. I n fact, considering the circumstances 
of the occasion the treatment accorded to Mr. Sastri 
was very considerate, and he 'gratefully acknow
ledged the patience and courtesy that the Congress 
extended to him. The last mentioned amendment 
was supported by Mrs. Besant and two or three 
other speakers, but it shared the same fate as the 
two others, though it had somewhat larger support 
amounting to something between two and thr~e 
hundred votes. 

• * • 
I~DIA is still a subject nation, and tbe subjec

tion entails upon her certain disabilities,one of 
which is her exclusion from the Peace Conference, 
composed of representatives ,f independent coun
tries. This result follo.vs naturally from her· pre
sent condition, and the Congress in asking for the 
right to send an elected representative to the Con
ference has la~id itself open to the objection .that 'it 
seeks to prevent the result, while the root cause 
remains. It is only recently that India has ob
tained entry into the Imperial Conference, and 
following up that precedent, she is now to be re
presented at the Inter-Allied Peace Conference by 
.: nominee of the Government of India. It is diffi
cult to understand how we could ask for a popu-

larly elected member to represent India at this 
Conference, which is to oonsist of the representa
tivesofthe Governments of the respeotive countries. 
It is true that in the case of the self-governing 
colonies the representatives of the people are 
already eleoted by the latter, but that is the oonse
quence of their self-governing position. How oan 
India demand on that analogy to be represented by 
one who i~ elected by the people? Is it imaginable 
that the popular representative should speak in one 
sense and the Government's nominee in another at 
the Conference-table? l'hat, under the present 
arrangements India's true interests might not on 
occasions be properly protected in virtue of her 
representative being a nominee of the non· popular 
government, is very unfortunate. But it is the 
result of her existing political condition and oan
not be cured until the latter is changed. But the 
Congress not content with the demand for an eleot
ed representative at the Peace Conferenoe at Vers
ailles' also demands entry into the League of Na
tions. If the command of an international army 
and navy to bring a Jeoalcitrant member to reason 
is an essential feature of this project, the coun
tries which do not control the independent arma
ments have no place in the proposed League. 

• • • 
ANOTHER resolution passed by the Congress on 

an allied topic related to the application to India 'If 
-the principle of self-determination of nations. 
If here tbe choice of India's allegiance is not 
involved and if the purpose is only to reinforce 
our demand for a substantial measure of self-gov
ernment, as was, explained by~the President of the 
Congress, no obiection can be raised 10 the sub
stance of the demand. .It is perfectly legitimate 
to call into service the term U self-determination .. 
to promote our aspirations and one may, if one 
chose, support each oae of the popular rights 
claimed in the several resolations of the Congress 
on the additional ground of tbe principle enun
ciated by President Wilson; but the right to 
self-government which the Congress bas been 
demanding ever since the foundation should not 
be made to rest,as was observed by Mr. V ijiara
ghava Ch!l.riar, on an interpretation of the expres
sion • self-determination.' as if the idea under
lying it has risen on our political horizon for the 
i'rst time and we do not see much propriety in 
giving this subject a resolution to itself embrac
ing in its scope matters which are also Ihe subject 
of the other resolutLns passed oy the Congress. 
The establishment of self-government at an ear
ly date and the removal of restriction on in
dividual freedom, for inst .. nce, are included in the 
resolution dealing directly with them and no 
particular purpose is served by having another 
resolution on them except to use a phrase which 
is becoming current in world politics. 

• ••• 
WITHIN the last few days there have been 

several conferences for the promotion of education 
in various parts of the country. Thus the Panjab 
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held its bst Educational" Conference at· Lahore 
under the 'presidentship of Lala Hans Raj. The 
president has taken a leading part in the edu· 
cational advancement of the northern province 
especially in connection with the Arya Samaj. In 
his presidential address, he dealt mainly with the 
free and compulsory Education Bill uow before 
the Panjab Legi.lative Counoil. One of the defects 
of this bill is that it makes the period of compul
sion one of four years only .·ie. from' six to ten 
years which Lala Hans Raj rightly points will 
not do much good. In the draft Bombay bill also, 
the period was one or' four years, but the Select 
Committee altered it to five years and the' Council 
passed the bill so amended. We trust that the 
same will be done in the Panjab. The president 
further considered the subjects taught in ,the pri
mary sohools and protested against the continual 
charges introduoed according to passing fads of 
educational officers. But he himself to a oertain 
extent committed the same mistake when he ad
vocated the formal teaching of civics and manual 
work or agricuiture in primary sohools. The 
former, we think, altogether unsuitable and the 
latter almost impracticable, though something of 
the kind may ba done in well.organised schools. I 

Thepresidentalso'made the usual, but well-found
ed, oomplaint about the low salaries of primary 
teachers who cannot be expected to work well 
under unsatisfactory conditions. 

• • • 
ANOTHER important Conference was the AlI

India Mahomedan Educational Conference, whioh 
met at Surat and was fortunate in having Sir 
Ibrahim Rahimtullah as its president. The high 
official position of the president lends special im
portance to hie remarks. In the first part of his 
address, he controverted the popular Muslim view 
that English education was opposed to the intere&t 
of Islam and brought forward a large number of 
authoritative sayings in support of hie own view. 
Before a Hindu ,audience, such a disquisition 
might have been necessarY forty years ago; but is 
not so now. The ba:ckward state of education 
among Mahomedans hardly requires any other 
proof than the neoessity of dealing with this topic 
in a presidential address. He again brought 
forward his idea of utilieing some of the charitable 
religious funds for educational purposes, especially 
for the founding of scholarships under a scheme 
somewhat like the Tata soheme, in which the 
scholars are bound to return the money reoeived 
when they are in better circumstances, though in 
the present state·of Muslim education these scho
larships may have to be given to college' students 
and not merely as under the Tata ·scheme to 
students intending .to go abroad for study., He 
referred apprel'iatively to various education 
societies in other communities, paid a special tri
bute to the Fergusson College which he said 
.. is a standing monument of the spirit of self-. 
sacrifice and devotion to the cause of education in' 
India," and trusted that young educated Mahome-

. ~- , .. 

dans will be found to follow the example and 
devote the best part of their lives. to ,the cause 0 

imparting kno .... ledge and thus at the same time 
do what is pleasant in the eyes of the Prophe t 
and of God. At the Conferenoe itself, among others, 
a resolution was passed urging the speedy com
pletion of the scheme of the Muslim U niversitl'j at 
Aligarh which has been hanging fire for several 
years. The conference appears to have raised 
great enthusiasm and was a signal suooess. 

• • • 
LORD SYDENHAM expressed a doubt in his 

speech in the House of Lords whether ministers , , 
responsible only to the Indian legislatures, coul d 
issue orders to the members of the I. C. S., and 
whether the latter were at all bound to yield 
obedience to them. Now the noble Lord goes a 
step further in his artiole in the Contemporat. 
Review and asserts, without beating about the 
bush, that the service will refuse to carry out 
orders whioh are abhorrent 1"0 it. Could 'effrontery 
go further? And, to add insult to injury, Lord 
Sydenham of Coomb says that such disobedience , 
when it occurs, will be in the intllrest· of the en-
slaved millions whose IImancipation is the ohief 
conoern of the British services in India I "A 
point will be reached (in this conflict) at which 
conscience and an earnest desire for the welfare 
of the dU!Db masses will irresietibly assert them
·selves." When men like Lord Sydenham threaten 
dieobedience on the part of the services, which 
give, as he himself says, "ungrudging obedienoe," 
the necessity will be realised of definitely placing 
under the popular part of Government these ser
vices which administer transferred departments. 
Verily, the reform proposals will then bring about 
to use Lord Lansdowne's phrase, "the destruction 
of the I. c.,S.," as we know it, and 'without min
cing matters, let it be said that it is just what 
Indians desire. They want to bring, the I. C. S. to 
its bearings, and to reduoe it from its present 
position of masters to that of servants, which pro
perly belongs to it. 

• • • 
ALL those, who have to travel third class on 

Indian Railways, 'have personal experience of the 
hardship and inoonvenience they· are put to owing. 
to over-crowding. But in an article contributed 
to the Annual Supplement of the Hindu, Mr. C. F. 
Andrews brings to the notice of the public a worse 
case of over· crowding of third class deck passen
gers aoross the Bay of Bengal. It is with painful 
interest we have read the woeful tale of the. suffer
ings endured by .these unfortunate passengers. We 
are surprised to learn that thi" is permitted by the 
Government regulations. Mr. Andrews oomplains 
that, though this was brought to the notice of the 
Gove,rnment of India, ncthing has been done in 
the matter. We wish the Government to realise 
that the growing tension of public feeling cannot be 
expected to tolerlJte this disgraceful~tate o~ th~ngs 
any longer; and the SOOner this is put an end to~ 
the better for the good name of the ("overnment. 
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SELF -GOVERNMENT IN THE CONGRESS. 
THE most important resolution • adopted at the 
last session of the Congress was the one that 
affirmed the resolution of' the special session 
in Bombay on the subject of self·government. The 
unfavourable judgment on tho official scheme of 
reforms and the drastic modifications that came so 
near to violation of the terms of the famous de
claration of August,l9l?, wereall,of oourse,repro
duced. The one departure that was made was in the 
direction of stiffening the resolution. The clause 
fixing the period of six years for the completion of 
provincial autonomy WI<S replaoed hy one demand
ing full provincial autonomy immediately in all 
the provinces. Three reasons were adduced as a 
justification for this revolutionary change. First, 
the non-official memhers of the Legislative Council 
cf Bombay had recommended unanimously that 
Bombat should start with the popular control 
over the entire administration, and elsewhere in 
India a similar deKire had been expressed, though 
noton such high authority. Secondly, the Moderate 
party whom, the six years' respite had been intend
ed to oonciliate, had not returned to the fold. 
Thirdly, the Congress was to express the opinion of 
the people of the country, whatever it may be, 
without seeking to shape, regulate or modify it in 
any way. 

The recommendation of the Bombay ieglslators 
has been given exaggerated importance. In our 
opinion, this need not have been done. While we 
grant that the capacity of the public men of 
Bombay is high and may well bear the respon
sibility of the whole Government, we think that 
the demand for the establishment of complete po
pular oontrol, at the outset, was a transgression of 
the spirit, if not of the letter, of the Cahinet's .de
claration of policy which postulated a period of 
necessary training. But, the non-official Bombay 
Councillors seemed to have recognised this them
selves, and in their fear that .their recommenda
tions might be impracticable, proceeded to suggest 
in the alternative that certain subjects might be 
reserved. Moreover, they considered not un
naturally that if the new reforms were to be tried 
with a vari~ty of experiments, Bombay, if any pro
vince in India, might be chosen as the scene 
of the most developed form. To represent this 
qualified expression of an ideal as a definitely for
mulated demand and then to extend it to every 
province in India on the flimsy ground that the 
whole country is homogeneous in puhlic spirit 
and enlightenment, is to commit gross distortion 
and make the legislative councillors of Bombay 
to appear in the light of political inciters which 
they would emphatically repudiate. 

The' second reason rests also on a misepprehen
sion. The bulk of the delegates at the special ses. 
sion, it is alleged, would have adopted a resolution 
deQlanding full provincial autonomy, had they not 
,bee~ deflected from the straight course by the 
adVioe of BOme persons. who held out the hope that 

the Moderate party would rejoin the Congress if 
a transitional period of six years were provided 
for. Who gave the advioe was not divulged. We 
are not aware of any undertaking to whioh any 
leading Moderates were parties. Apparently, how
ever,. Mrs. Besant's version of the matter is 
correot, namely, that the oompromise, If it may b. 
so oalled, was he tween the advanoed and the less 
advanoed seotions of the delegates who actually 
attended the special session. If this be the oase, 
the compromise must he preserved and the less 
advanoed section. had a right to expeot it. This 
argument, however, will have validity only in the 
Subjeots Committee or the inner oounoils of Con
gressmen, but it cannot be advanoed before the 
oountry for resisting the progress of opinion, if 
this be really sound and oalled for by the oircum
stanoes. No wonder Mrs. Besant lost the case by 
putting forth this plea. But Messrs. Sarma and 
Govindraghava !yer who opposed the demand for 
full provinoial autonomy on its merits, met with 
no better fortune. 

The Congress really plaoed itself on the 29th 
Decemher in the hands of those who think that·the 
most uncompromising opinion is the opinion of 
the country, that the newest idea is also the wisest 
idea, and that the greatest political orglmisation of 
the country, whioh after thirty years came to be 
recognised as representing the statesmanship and 
the politioal wisdom of the land, should now change 
its character and figure as the exponent of the un
balanced judgments, the incoherent utopias and 
the thoughtless extravaganoes of youth. A speaker 
of this school roundly deolared that the Congress 
had no business to negotiate with the authorities 
or take their difficulties into account, but must 
merely enunciate the people's demands. He did 
not say, ho~ever, who was to negotiate on behalf 
of the people. Would the members of the deputa
tion, whioh is being organised, be left a·ny disore
tion when they are dealing with English politi
cians or would they have to regard the Congress 
resolutions as a mandate? We have reason to 
believe that the latter view. will pre vail. Demo
oraoy begins in India with mistrusting its leaders 
and is unwilling to give them any latitude even 
when a regular bill is on the anvil and several 
important 4etails have to be settled .. By and by, 
we hope it will learn better. Meanwhile, the lot 
of the' deputation is not enviable. 

THE EXTREMISTS AND SOCIAL REFORM. 
THE Hindu of Madras does not evidently know the 
conditions in Poona. The Hindu does Dot think that 
there was any justification for our remarks and 
says" that the ocoasion of these oomments is the 
opposition to Mr. Patel's bin of some orthodox 
Hindus of Poona some of whom. happened to be 
members of the National party. H It was no such 
thing. It was the much more serious fact of these 
nationalists organising themselves to break up a 
mlleting of only the. supporters of Mr .. P aMI' II-hill and 
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showing suoh a height of intoleranoe of opposing 
views. The Hindu, with its proolivities against the 
Moderates, may not think this sufficiently serious; 
but we do and most sane men will agree with us. It 
also appears to think that we were wrong in iden
tifying the extremist party as a whole with the 
opposition to the meeting of the supporters of Mr. 
Patel's Bill: It is quite true that opposition to 
Mr. Patel's Bill is not one' of the planks in the ex
tremist platform. But there is suoh a thing as 
oircumstantial evidenoe and we shall produce some 
(i,) The forty or fifty conveners were, except for 
a few names, men identified with the Mode
rates of Poona. (il) Mr. N. C. Kelkar was the only 
important extremist leader among the requisition
isis, but those who know Poona intimately are 
quite aware of the amount of weight and respect 
attached to him with his liberal, views on many 
points in the heart of the extremist oamp (iii) At 
night after the break-up of the meetings there was, 
we hear, a disgraoeful exhibition in front of Mr. 
Kelkar's house in whioh he was foully abused and 
was branded a reneg&de (iv) Two of the orators of 
the Shantaram's Chawlatthe exciting period of the 
Willingdon memorial controversy, are the leaders of 
Ihe oppositionists. Of these Mr. S. M. Paranjpe was 

,conveniently at hand for having his oppo'sition 
meeting in the same theatre and took a leading 
part in the opposition meeting afterwards till it 
also was broken up, and the other Mr. K. P. 
Khadilkar is the editor of the Kesari which is 
condUcting a compaign of vilification writing arti
cles against the supporters olthe bill, (v) In one 
of the hand-bills people were adjured to oppose the 
meeting in the name of Mr. THak who is in En_ 
gland and Who is said to, be opposed to the bill 
(vi) Some of the so-called lesders of ,the extre
~u:t party were, it is said, direoting the oppo
Sition from the platform by pre-concerted signals 
to the volunteers who are generally associated 
with the extreme its party. (vii) When the op
position meeting in the theatre could not be held, 
the whole opposi~ion mob was immediately asked 
to go to the Kesari'office which is the extremist head
quartsrs in Poona. (viii) Although the editor of 
the. Keaari in olden days may have been personal
ly In favour of social reform, the Keaari itself is 
consistently silent on questions of social reform 
and in fact made no reference even to Mr. Tilak'~ 
speech at the anti-untouchability oonferenoe in 
Bombay a few months ago. If all this does not 
constitute the opposition as really extremist, we do 
not know what would. 

mists that are progressive in social matters are 
theosophists ofthe school of Mrs. Besant and many 

'of these have developed social reform views within 
the last few years only. But we would ask, how many 
of the Poona extremists are really followers' 
of Mrs. Besant? In Poona' the followers of 
Mrs. Besant do not practioally exist and the 
followers of Mr. Tilak generally are reaotio nary 
on social questions. We wonder whether 
the extremist leaders like Messrs. Jinnab, Jamna
das, Horniman will be able to organise in 
Poona ,an agitation in favour of Mr. Patel's 
bill which they personally strongly support 
of the same strength that they did against the 
Willingdon memorial in Bombay. If they 
succeed we are prepared to taks back our worda 
that the bulk of the extremist party is not pre
pared to carry their principles into all spheres. 
We are sllre that the challenge will not be accept
ed. In fact, from the nature of the oase things will 
turn out otherwise. 'I'he average Moderate is 
prepared to make allowances in the political 
sphere, because he sees that there is a vast sphere 
for improvement in our social circumstances, be
cause he feels that no political reforms would by 
themselves be suffioient to raise our country to the 
height of greatness. The average extremist of the 

'higher classes does not appreciate tbis need for' 
social amelioration and feels that the only cause 
of our country's backwardness is its politioal con
dition. In the case of men from the backward 
classes both social and political disabilities are 
brought home to them, the former perhaps oftener 
than the latter. Henoe whenever these are suffi
oiently educ,ated to be progressive in politics, they 
become simultaneously progressive in sooial re
form.. Hence our note of warning to our Poona 
extremists about the attitude of the backward 
classes to which the Hindu takes exception. 

ANOTHER TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 

DR. DEVA. 

London, December 2. 
My DEA.R SASTRI. 

I oannot allow the Mail to leave without writing 
to you and my brothers of the Sooiety to say ,how 
deeply grieved I am to learn of Dr. Deva's death. 
He was such a charming and genial soul, and I 
can well understand what an influence and inspi
ration he was to the Society. His enthusiasm and 

We will assure the Hindu that we shall be as 
strong against any person who belongs to the Mode
rate party in politios and who is not prepared to 
apply his principles equally in all spheres . ' We do 
not say that there are no such Moderates, but it is 
to the most superficial observer that while the vast 
obvious majority of the extremist party are reac
tionary in social reform, the vast majority of the 
Moderates are progressive in social matters as well 
The only considerable senction among the extre~ 

, selflessness were an example to us all. I feel that 
lately the hand of Death has lain very heavily 
upon us. Two of my own most intimate fellow
workers, Sorabjee and Cachalia, have recently 
passed away and the world. is poorer for them. 
Though I did not know. Dr. Deva nearly so well, 
I yet enjoyed his friendship and appreQiated his 
personal oharm and the quality of his work. By 
this mail too I see by how great a mira ole Gandhi 
has been saved to us. Whilst, then, we have much 
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to grieve for, we have also much to be thankful 
for. In the hope that the Society will be spared 
any further blows for· long years to oome, I send 
you all my sincerest condolence and good wishes. 

Yours fraternally, 

Hy. S. L. POLAK. 

THE IN"DUSTRIES COMMISSION'S REPORT. 
v. 

THE ned chapter with the heading " Industries 
and Agriculture" is devoted mainly to show the 
backwardness of the present agricultural methods, 
their consequent po one suits and the improvements 
needed to bring our agriculture-the largest indus
try-in line with other advanced countries. The 
following figures given in the report regarding the 
comparative yield per acre in England and India 
9f the two crop~ (1) wheat, (2) and barley, that are 
common to both the countries. 1919 .Ibs. of (1) 
against 814 Ibs. of (1) and,1645 Ibs. against 8771bs. 
of (2), show that by adopting improved methods 
followed in England, the produce of these two 
commodities might practically be doubled. One 
of the main diffioulties in the way of introducing 
machinery (horse or motor driver) for the varied 
agricultural operations of ploughing, sow{ng, reap
ing and thrashing, is the existence of small and 
scattered holdings. What is. needed is the conso
lidation a,nd equitable redistribution of these and 
also the adoption of measures for preventing sub
divisiop of these new holdings. Government, 
however, are ohary of adopting such strong mea
sures which wlll be opposed to the long-establish
ed custom of equal division of a father's property 
by the sons as enioined in the Hindu Law. It will 

. be seen that the problem is not purely an econo
mical ::l~l at: educational one, but is a social one 
also, and will have to be grappled on all sides if it 
is to be solved properly. It is gratifying to note 
that a non-official member of the Bombay Legis
lative Council, Dewan Bahadur Godbole, has per
sistently been trying to get the Council to accept 
his resolution to combat this evil of sub-division 
and fragmentation. This proposal has the support 
of officials connected with the agrioultural depart
ment, whose head has himself prepared a bill~a 
permissive measure only-to £ecure the same end. 
The higher officials both of the local Govern
ment and the Government of India do not want 
to take any action in the matter of their own 
accord, until there is a real demand for such 
measures from a large number of agricul
turists themselves. !tis, therefore, the duty both of 
officials and non.officials, who believe in the 
necessity of legislative measures to remedy 
these evils, to educate the agriculturists in the 
matter, and then with their support introduce such 
meas;ues in the Legislative Councils. Till then 
proposals from individual members are not likely 
to find favour with the Government or perhaps the 

majority of the Councils. The existence of small 
holdings due to sub-division and fragmentation is, 
however, one of the causes of the backward oondi
tion of agrioulture in this oountry. Even when 
this evil is remedied there remains the work of 
educating the agriculturists in the use of improved 
methods of agriculture and of helping them finan
cially to enable them to adopt suoh methods. The 
former work is being done, to a oertain edent, by 
the agricultural departments of th.e various pro
vinces, but a greet deal-very great deal-still re
mains to be done, and that will not be done until 
the development of agriculture is looked upon as 
a duty of the Government as muoh as 'poliolng' 
and giving justioe. Agriculture is sure to be one 
of the transferred heads under the new Reform 
Scheme, and much will depend on the outlook of 
the Minister in chargl1 of this all important indus
try.· He need not go far for a preoedent in this 
matter. If he keeps his eye on the work done in 
Mesopotamia in the last two years to develop the 
agriculture of the country and tries to do as 
much· for his province as the Englishman has done 
for the Arabs of Mesopotamia, he will be long re
membered as a great benefaotor of his provinoe. 
When one hears of the excellent work done by 
Englishmen, some of them belonging to the \ 
Indian Civil Servioe, to assist and improve the 
agrioultural industry in the newly oonquered' 
oountry, one feels·surprised at the laok of interest 
evinced in this object by most of the servants of 
the Crown in this country. The 0111y reason that 
one can assign for the attitude of the administra
tors is that, according to the past tradition of the 
Civil and Military Servioes of thie country, they 
are so much obsessed with the importance of the 
work of preserving "peace, crder and good govern
ment" of the country that their minds very seldom 
go further and remain satisfied with their work in 
this narrow groove. 

After the work of ed ucating. the ryot in im
proved agricultural methods will come the work 
of helping the ryot to get the improved machinery 
or better manure. This by itself iii a vast financial 
problem. The Commissioners in summing up the 
chapter say: "Even under. the present condition 
of Indian agriculture, an expenditure of 80 crores 
of rupees upon machinery for well irrigation and 
ca ne-crushing alone would be highly remunerative, 
and it is probable that thereafter a further and 
possibly greater· outlay would prove profitable." It 
was not within the province of the Commissioners' 
duties to suggest the ways and means for finding 
the 80 crores of rupees within the next few years. 
The report is before the Government of India. 
H. E. Lord Chelmsford has publicly said that the 
Government are going to take action upon the 
Commissioners' recommendations at an early date. 
As· a preliminary to final action, let the finance 
minister make up his mind to find all this money 
for the obiects mentioned in the Report. I do not 
know whether people who now oppose excess pro
fits tax on the ground that, the war being over, it. 
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will not be necessary to make any grant to the 
Imperial Government for war purposes, will have 

. any objection to the tBl: if the finance minister 
promised to ear-mark the receipts from this tax 
for the purposes of agricultural and industrial 
development of the country. Even when all these 
measures, social, educational, financial are adopt-

,ed, there remains a very important vital question 
for the consideration of the administration. It is 
this. Whether in the future interests of the 
country it is advisable to go ahead with the work 
of introducing improved methods with the help of 
imported machinery and chemical manures with 
the sole objectofincreasing the yield and producti
vity of land, or to wait till all the requisite articles 

THE FOREST DEPARr¥ENT IN 
KANARA-A SOLUTION . 

II. 
IN my last article published in your issue of 7th 
November, 1918, after pointing out the not verycreo' 
ditable results of the working of the Fo~est Depart
ment in Kanara as refl,ected in'the decrease of popu
lation, cattle and the net oropped area of the distriot, 
I ventured to suggest a sort of rough correspond
ence between the Forest area and the Fallow area 
in Kanara. The same is borne out if we com
pare Kanara with the adjoining districts, as call 
be seen from the following table: 

The figures are for 1916-17 . 

Kanara I Belgaum 
, 

Dharwar Bijapur 

Forest area. 20,71,065 4,35,675 2,41,939 1,77,241 

Cultivated 
area. 3,40,745 21,94,332 ·24,16,653 32,33,461 

Fallow area., 1,27 ,530 4,93,837 2,56,815 3,33,303 

Proportion I 
of fallow I 

to oUltivat-1 
,3741 ed area, '225 '106 ',103 

. are produced in the country. The former course will 
make the agriculture of the country entirely de
pendent upon countries that supply these articles, 
while the latter course will leav~ the agricultural 
industry of the country in its present stagnant 
condition for years to come. I think the best 
c~urse would be to makIJ a beginning in both direc
tIons, so that, by the time improved methods be
come popular and displaoe the present crude 
methods, the machinery and chemioals required 
for these objects oan be supplied· by the new _ in
dustries started in the oountry. If suoh industries. 
cannot be started it is better to go on with: the 

.present methods than make the' existence' of the This ,leads us to conclude' that the present
most important industry of the oountry entirely working of the Forest Department in Kanara is.' 
dependent'upon foreign imports; for there is the great impediment to the extension of cultivation, 

-danger that the present skill and knowledge of nay .. induces a deorease therein. The explanatioll: 
mal;lufacturing wood or. iron agricultural- imple- is not far to' seek. The increasing forest leaves" 
ments or preparing crude manure will die out insufficient grazing area and drives agrioulturists, 

·owing to the competition of the beUer class of im- to use cultivable area for grazing. 
ported materials. 'Next let us see how the productivity of land 

That this iol no imaginary danger oan. be seen has been affected. I pass by the question of. the' 
deterioration of the soil, on which there is great 

from the set-back given to the use and preparation difference of opinion, "Where great names mili. 
of indigenous drugs by the import offore;~nmanu-

... tBte against each other"; but I have to point out 
factured tinctures and extracts-in many cases of that lands are not manured to the same extent as 

,raw materials easily found in this country. used to be formerly on account of the intolerable 
If the new industrial Department is to be in a restrictions placed on the supply of green leave~ 

position to assist in the establishment of factories for manure and also because of the use of cow
for the man.ufacture o~ agricultural implements dung for fuel by the poor agriculturist in place 
~nd product~on 0: chemlcal ,-",anures, it must work \ of firewood, which owing to the restrictions of the 
In co-operation wlth the AgrICultural Department., Forest Department has become more and more 
'I'he Commissioners have recognised this fact, for difficult to be procured. This circumstance had 
in the last paragraph ttey lay. stress on the im- attracted the notice of Sir William Hunter as 
portance of co-operation between tbe Departments early as 1897, In his essay on "England's work 
of Agriculture and Industries. They want the in India ", he says, 
Director of Agriculture to be in close touch with - ;'Io. this way, hoth the two great sources of manure were 
Hmo_darn developments connected with the genera- cut off, viz. the ashes from the wood whi,?h they formerly 
tion of power," and they also wa.nt the Director 'of burnt-and the ammonia. and other volatile parts of theoow-
Industries carefully to note the requirements of dung which th.y now burn in plac. of timb.r ............ Th. 
the ryot regarding prime-movers and other machi- lack ofpBsture and the substitution of cow~manure for 

fire-weoel are main factors in the ex.haustion of the 
nel'Y, and communicate these as well as any Th d' d' . d Boil. •• I........ ......... e sec on Impe Iment to Improve 
qefects complained of by the agriculturists to the husbandry is the want of manur •. If there w.r. more 
makers. Let us hope that this will not be a mere stock there would b. ma'r. manure, aLld the abseno. of. 
pions wish, nor that it will lead to red-tape delay. fir.-wood compels the p.opl. tous •• v.n the scanty drop

pings of their existing oattle for fuel. Under .such oiroum .. 
stances agriculture ceases to be the manufaoture of food 
and becomes a mere spoliation of the soil." 

L. S, 

In recent years, Mr. K. L. Dutt, the author 
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of the Report on the inquiry into the rise of 
prioes in India, published in 1914, ·more or less 
an apologist in the opinion of oompetent oritios, 
could not but refer to this in para 181 of his Re
port, in the follOWIng term; 

"There might a180 have been a decrease in the extent of 
manuring in looalhiel in whioh owing to the re,tricti"", 
imposed upon the removal af wood from forests, the 
UIe of oow-dung for fuel bas increased and it i8 Dot 
available to she lame estent' 8S before for purpOSe of 
manuring." 

The process of afforestation seems also to be 
. the oause of the pressure of population on the 
ooast tracts of the district and the consequent evils 
thereof, viz: rack-renting, unnatural rise in the 
prioe of land eto. In their Resolution No, 1197 
of 10th February 1910, Revenue Department on the 
Seoond Revision Settlement of the Karwar taluka, 
Government say: "Government are disposed to 
attribute the increase of population largely to the 
pressure upon the coast tracts caused bTl he extensive 
afforestation inland. They also consider that the 
high prices of land, are due to the pressure of the 
population, that the same cause accounts for the 
high rents etc.," (Italics are mine). This view 
of Government was no doubt of. late, disputed by 
Mr. Monteath, the late Collector of Kanara, in 
his review of the Reports of the First Revision Set
tlements of Kumta, Ankola, and Honavar talukas 
in his opinion, the main reasons for depopulation 
of inland tract are the heavy increase of assess
ment, the prevailing unhealthiness of the tract 
and the poor quality of a large proportion of the 
land: But in its leader of 21st August 1918, the 
Times of India dismissed these arguments as 
to a large extent of an academical character and 
stuok to the view that extensive afforestation has 
been the" main cause of the depopulation of the 

. inlan d villages, and I am personally disposed to 
believe that it is so. 

Such then have been the far-reaching results 
of the working of the Forest Department in Kanara 
causing so much ·woe and such economio distress 
to the people of the district; and this in direct 
opposition to the declared policy of Government. 
In their broohure on 'The work of the Forest 
Department in India' published by the Gov
ernment of India and edited by Mr. Troup of the 
Imperial Forest Service, the relation of the forest 
to agrioulture has been thus desoribed. "The 
work of the Forest Department should not be 
judged only from the revenue-producing point of 
view. The first duty of the Department is to provide 
for the wants of the agricultural population and to 
maintain the area committed to its charge in such 
a condition, that, their indirect results shall be as 
beneficial as possible. Forestry has been termed 
the handmaid of agriculture and nowhere does this 
apply~ with greater force than in' India which is 
essentially an agrioultural country." The 
unsympathetic and vexatious attitude of the Forest 
Officers, departmental zeal, the want of co-operation 
and oo·ordination among the various departments 
of the State specially as obtained in an Indian 

distriot, and a polioy of drift and indifferenoe on . 
the part of Government resuiting in the graat· 
differenoe between their spoken word and their' 
actual deed, these have been the causes of suoh a 
state of things. . It is high time that this prooess 
should oease ; when it is a question of "The people' 
or the Forasts" there oan be but one answer. 
Truly says Prof. Sydney Webb in his preface to· 
Mr. John Mathai's book on "Village Government 
in India," U The first and most important business 
of a Government is after all to oontrive that itS' 
people should live and not die; in the long run, 
in the judgment of history, it Is by this test that 
Governments will be judged." 

In the light of the foregoing disquisition, and 
in view of the faot that the antioipations of Gov
ernment expressed in their Resolution No. 1550· 
Revenue Department of 19th February 1910, that 
"The proposals now (1910) sanotioned are not in 
the opinion of Government too liberal," have come 
to be true, we make the following demands and· 
proposals :-

(a) The following rights should be allowed to 
be freely exeroised without any restriotion what
soever in the same manner as they were in 1872-
Grazing or pasture, grass-outting, lopping boughs· 
and gathering leaves (green), wood-rights (for 

. building timber,. fire-wood, small wood for 
implement and industries, dead and fallen wood. 
stumps), rights to scrape up dead or decayed leaves 
from the Forest soil for litter or manure, rigbts to 
lime-stones etc. . 

(b) Village forests as suggested in Chapter III' 
'of the Indian Forest Act, should be constituted all' 
over the district with liberal and appropriate rules· 
made thereunder, not only with regard to grazing· 
rights, but to all rights. I cannot but mention here 
that Mr. Baden-Powell, in his 'Manual of jurispru
dence for Forest Officers' published in 1882, express
ed strong hopes that suoh forests would be oreated., 
in the following terms. "I have little doubt that in 
the oourse of time, village forests will become an 
important feature in the agricultural economy of 
the population in many parts of India." And it is 
very disappointing to see that not a single village 
forest has been constituted till now in Kanara, 82 
percent ef the area of which Is forest. 

(c) Kumri or similar and equally useful 
settlements should be introduced in the same 
manner that the Mysore Government has done and' 
the State should take an active part and give 
every possible encouragemen t to induce settlers to 
repopulate the inland villagea. Also, the recom
mendations made by the Food Production Com
mittee of Karwar, and also those made by Mr. 
Maxwell in his Report on the First Revision. 
Settlement of the Kumta taluka should be faithful
ly carried out .. 

The task of working out the details of those 
proposlas, I would rather leave to administrative 
experience, tempered with 'large and liberal ideas', 
with one caution, however, that no loop-holes 
should be left for Official idiosyncracies to creep in~ 
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Before dismissing this subject, I think itneoes
.. ary to remove one or two misconceptions. It is 
maintained in some qUlPorters that the ourtailment 
~f forest privileges is at best a village grievance, 
and that compared with the forest' property and 
its income which are an imperial asset. it does 
not deserve so much attention and may even be 
-safely neglected. The fallacy in this argument 
lies in forgetting that India is a nation of villages 
and a grievance that affects every village in the 
country and comes in the way of its economic 
progress, as reflected in population, agricultllr8, 
-etc., is indeed a national grievance. Even sup· 
posing that it is merely a village grievance and not 
·one of national importance, one would rather seek 
a solution in reconciling the interests of one with 
the other. But I do not maintain this position at 
-all. I am distinctly of opinion that the present 
mode of working the Forest Department should 
eease, in the interest of forest itself, as I' shall 
presently show. Owing to the denudation of 
European forests during the war, forest develop

_ment in India has become a necessity. In an arti
-ele in a recent issue of the Agrioultural Magazine 
.of India, Dr. Pearson pointed out that while in 
England the consumption of wood per head of 
population is 14 c. ft. in India it is only '3 c. ft., 
'that in spite of the fact that 80% of timber used in 
England is imported and that India has got a 

-a supply of her own enough and to spare, prices 
in India are much higher than in EnglancLand 
that, therefore, there is -a large 9cope and also 
necessity for developing the forest, especially by 
-the development of communications 'a problem of 
:vital importance:' Besides, owing to the present 
financial exigencies of Government, the vast 
wealth that lies almost untouched within the forest 
will soon be required to be utilised. , 

But for all these purposes, where is the supply 
of labour to come from? Unless outsiders are 
indaced to settle in Kanara by the grants of lands 
on advantageous terms and unless the inland vii· 
lages are repopulated by allowing the people all 
the forest privileges that they enjoyed, say, in 
.1872, there is no hope for the Forest Department 
to develop its resouroes. It is here that the ,Agri. 
-eultural -and Forest Departmente should work 
hand in h\nd. Each should supplement the efforts 
-of the other in the interests of both. -

It is understood that proposals are being 
framed and that schemes are on the anvil, to 

. .reconcile the interests of agricillture and forests. 
But we warn Government that no half-hearted 
measure will do ; if they are earnest, if they mean 
-business, they should make their schemes complete 
.and thorough. Again there should be no unncessary 
-delay in satisfying the hungry public. It is 
proverbial that the wheels of Government move 
-exceedingly slowly. I have one more 8uggestion to 
m.ake, and it is a very important 8uggestion which 
the Government ought to adopt. In order that the 
sohemes may be thorough and give complete 
satisfaction to the people in whose interests they 

are being framed, the same should be published in 
a looal newspaper with a view to be improved 
upon in the light of publio criticism. While 
democracy is triumphing all over the world and 
while so great prominenoe is being given to the 
principle of Self-Determination, the people of 
Kanara oannot be expected to give their whole~ 
hearted support to a scheme in the framing of 
whioh they are not being consulted -and on whioh 
their opinions will not be heard. The steady 
ourtailment and withdrawal of time-worn fores_t 
privileges is a standing grievance of far-reaching 
resul ts ; and if Government want to please the 
people, they must give them the boon they ask for, 
not what Government may think better for the 
people, but of a kind to whioh Government and 
people agree .. 

S. G. WARTY. 

A LETTER FROM LONDON. 
( From Our Own Corrooponden •• ) 

LONDOR, DBCEIlBER 2. 

THE GENERAL ELECTION AND THE INDIAN 

REFORMS . 

THE whole country is in the throes of the General 
Election. Not for years has there been such bitter 
feeling in thli realm .of politics as exists to·day. 
The Labour Party has declared war ,to the knife 
against Mr. Lloyd Gorge. and the Coalition 
Government, and the Liberals are feeling that they 
have been basely bet-rayed by him. In many of the 
consititllencies which have for yars sent a Liberal 
to Parliament. -the Coalition oandidate is to be a 
Unionist. The Asquithian Liberals, it is qllite 
possible, will be ,returned to the new House of 
Commons in numbers inferior to those of the 
Labour party, who may in faot become the 
ocoupants of the Front Opposition bench. Every 
day the tide is turning mo~e strongly against the 
Coalition, and it is quite likely that had the time 
for the appeal to the constituencies been prolonged, 
the results of the Elections would be greatly in 
doubt. As it is, large numbers of the soldiers will 
be disfranchised. for all practical purposes, 
since oandidates will be unable to appeal effectively 
to their constituents at'the Front owing to' Postal 
and administrative diffioulties, which cannot be 
overcome in the time available. When Parliament 
reassembles, it will be in a very bitter mood and it 
will take the country some time to settle down to 
the real work of sooial and economic reconstruc
tion. The atmosphere of mutual suspicion and 
recrimination is thickening and it is even now 
easy to see that Mr. Lloyd George will have to 
walk very warily ifhe wishes to avoid such friction 
as will inevitably retard the administrative 
machinery. Loud complaints are being made 
against his autocratic and vindictive methods: 
Whether they are justified or not is beside the 
point. AU things considel'6d, however, it will not 
do him or his Government any harm to find 
arrayed against them a powerful and energetie 
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Opposition. There is no doubt that he must rely 
Jl the main upon his Unionisfsupporters and will 
have to pay their price. From the point of view 
of India, it is not wholly bad that the Reform Bill 
will be brought forward by a Coalition ministry; 
in which the Unionists will be largely represented. 
They cannot then be as effective opponents as 
otherwise they might be. The more powerful·the 
opposition, especially if it contains a large Labour 
element, the more helpful it is likely to 
prove to the cause of Indian Constitutional 
Reform. The Labour party has now issued its 
election manifesto, which is a highly charactertstic 
document couched. in positive and aggressive 
terms. It is clear that Labour intends, without 
assuming power, to endeavour to control the 
situation. The manifesto contains the follow
ing reference to India :-" The principles; which 
Labour acclaims as Allied War aims, it will 
apply to our own subject peoples. Freedom for 
Ireland and India it claims as democratic rights, 
and it will extend to all subject peoples the right 
of self. determination, within British Commonwealth 
of free Nations." This, of course, is an ideal for 
which the Labour party stands. It probably 
realises that full and immediate effect is extremely 
unlikely to be given to it; but its special 
significance lies in the fact that it helps to solve 
the problem of the speed at which India's goal of 
responsible self-government . will be attained. 
Whilst a . time·limit inserted in the statute is not 
in the least likely, :'abour is undoubtedly deter
mined to hold a watching brief on behalf of India, 
to ensure that the correct emphasis is to be placed 
upon the coueet words in the phrases as soon as 
possible' and 'as far as possible.' 

THE MODERATE CONFERENCE. 

It is most unfortunate that the organisers of 
the Moderate Conference have not thought it worth 
their while to advise people here of the nature of 
the resolutions passed by the Conference a month 
ago. We are absolutely in the dark as to the 
extent to which these resolutions differ from or 
resemble those of the special Congress. As, pre
sumably, it did not occur to anyone to spend a few 
mpees in cabling, we must wait patiently for the 
arrival of the complete text by mail. So far as 
organisation and enterpise are conoerned, the 
Moderates have apparently a great deal to leam. 
Propaganda suffers, from parsimony as much as 
from procrastination. 

INDIAN EDITORS IN ENGLAND. 
The official tour of the Indian editors, who 

we~e brought he~e by the Ministry of Information, 
has now closed. They have been much in evidence 

. at many different gatherings in many different 
parts of the country, and· they have learnt that 
whilst much general sympathy for India exists' 
and great appreciation of the services rendered by 
her during the War, an enormous amount of 
ignorance· prevails here. It is beooming inoreas
ingly evident to thoughtful men that the British 
Parliament of the future will have so much on its 

hands that it will find it alomst impossible
effeotively to supervise Indian affaira. Whilst the 
Select Committee of Parliament may be expectect 
to render valuable services, particularly with its 
democratisation, the tendenoy will be more and 
more to allow to India greater freedom to work out, 
her own salvation. The real immediate problem 
is, how far the new Parliament ~i1l press the 
Government in the direction of importing into 
their measure a division of functions in the
Central Government. believe that here both 
parties in India are on strong ground. There are 
going to be many diffioulties in the way of securing· 
this amendment of the Reforms, but if the political 
leaders in India make a united demand on a 
reasonable basis, it will become very diffioult to 
resist it. 

DISCUSSION ON Ms. THORBURN'S PAPER. 
At the East India Association last Monday. 

_Mr. S. S. Thorbum came in for another severe drub
bing for his paper 'India: a Demooracy'? Among 
those who took him to task were Mr. Kasturi 
Ranga Iyengar, Mr. Hemendta Prasad Ghose 
(of the 'Basumati'), and Mr. R. P. Karandikar. At 
times during the discussion there was considerable 
excitement; but the proceedings terminated in an 
amicable fashion. I am inclined, however, t~ 
think that it will be some time before the Com
mittee of the Association ventures upon an 
experiment of this kind. It Is one thing to provide a 
platform for an offioial exposition of the point 
of view set forth in the Montagu-Chelmsford 
report as 'Britain and India' did the following day. 
when Sir William Duke took .the place of Mr. 
Charles Roberts, who was immersed in his election 
campaign·; but it is quite another thing to serve 
the turn of the Indo·British Association, of which 
Mr. Thorbum declared that he was not a member. 
He is, however, a very promising recmit. The 
Indo-British Association and its noble founder, 
Lord Sydenham, have just had a very unpleasant 
castigation at Mr. Montagu's hands. In his. 
speech to his constituents at Cambridge a week 
ago, he spoke very scomfully of the Sydenham 
programme of 'reforms' and of the notorious 
'insuranco' circular, for which the Association had 
made itself responsible. Lord Syden~am's plans. 
for India have nothing at all in common with 
those of Mr. Montagu, and I have good reason to 
believe that they are detested by him. To suggest. 
therefore, as has been done in some quarters, that 
Mr. Montagu has secretly promoted the op
position of the Indo-British Association in order 
to push forward his own scheme is singularly, 
inept and ungenerous . 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

VISCOUNT BRYCE ON FRANCHISE. 
Sa,-While apeaking on Lord Midl.ton'. moiiOD, Vis

count Bryce uttered a few remarks OD lhe subject of franchise, 
which deSe"8 consideration. Be deemed it undesirable for 
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_ he government to undert.ke too ~old an experiment :by 
having a wide suffrage, which would lead to the .vil of placing 
power in the' handa of penons, who may know their interests 
but wbo do nol know bow to .ecure them.' At tbe same time, 
l1e deprecated the idea of granting a. very restricted suffrage, 
"biob rCBuils in placing· power in the bands of an oligarchy 
.£which hal its own interests to 8erve.' Be suggested 'the adop
tion of a carefully limited francbis. and ita gradual oxtension. 
In tbis CODDt'CtiOD, he referred to the iDstan..:e of 80ma parte 
of the -New World wberethere is an element of native popula

"ion. We shall examine briefly what it: ia. 
The Whit •• in Ih. Soulbern Statas naturally fear that, if 

Negroes are allowed to enjoy power On equal terms, they. d 
·dominate and power would pa88 into their handa. This posi .. 
lion i8, to the White., unthiJ1kable. Apart from this coDai

-deration, we sbould not fail to take note of the fact that th. 
results of the policy of s8turing the vote to "the vast mass of 
Negroes suddenly set fref, and absolutely destitute, not only 

-()f politio!] experience, hut eTen of the most rudimentary poli~ 
·,tical ideas" were considered disaetrou9. A few Whites s'!lumed 
. the leader8hip, orgsnized"Negroes for elections, sta.te and local, 
they tampered witb tb. eleotoralli.ts aDd .tuffed the ballot
boses, they Iran' the ll'giaiatures.n Evils of every kind were 
perpeLrated and "such a saturnalia of robbery and jobbery has 
seldom been seen iu aoy civilised country,and certainly never 
before under the forms of free government." These, and many 
more unfortunate effects neceBsitated the demand to put an 
·end to that policy. To repe.1 the Fifte."th amendment, by 
wbicb no man could be prevented from exercising the right to 
vote OD account of 'race, colour, or previous condition of ser. 
.... itude. was an impossibility •. So the Southern StateB, which 
had severely 8uffered all the evils enumerated above, .,'ailod 
tbernselvea of the powers vested in them and passed laws. 
limiting 1he franchise by some educational or even property 
qualification. Some portion of tbe White population was 
.affected thereby, and amendments have been adopted which 
permit most of the ignorant and poor Whites to take part in 
elections. While not. wbolly appreciating tb. motive that 
prompted the Whites to adopt various devices to exclude the' 
Negro from the franchise, we cannot but give some thought to 
the subject of limited suffrage which put an end to evils which 
Viscount Bryce fears will be repeated in India. This particular 
~e~hod o~ limiting tn& .uffrage, i. the .0Qt"".me of tbe recog_ 
nItion of 'tbe need of knowledge and Intelbgence for the due 
exercise of political power," and it effects a great improve
ment in tbe el.ctoral body. The Bagg •• tion of tb. Viscount, is 
l10t one that can be pa .. ed over slightingly. 

I may b. p.rmitted to add that hi. lordship believes that, 
owing:.~ ~e peculiar circumstances of thi B country, the lIys
tam of Indlrect election presents considerable advantages. He 
believes that to be the Lest system suited for a country with &. 

large uneducated nod inexperienced population. There are 
1Iorne more suggestions in his lordship's .peech which reauire 
-careful "od close examination. I would Invite you readers ' 
.attention to the whole apeech.-YourB, etc. . 

R. S •• 

'THE HEALTH OF DR. JIVARAJ N. MEHTA. 
As tbere are all Borts of wild rumours about 

Dr. Mehta current in India. we publish the fol
:lowing :-

Mr. Devdbar, who is now in England and 
"Who desires to spend anotber· tbree months tbere, 
recently paid a vi.it to Dr. Jivraj N. Mehta at tb.e 
King Edward VII Sanatorium at Midburst. At 
tbe time of Mr. Devadbar's departure for tbe United 
Kingdom, hd was requested by Dr. Mehta's rela
tives and friends to see if Dr. Mehta could not 
aooompany bim back to India, ·and Mr. Devdhar 

had a consultation with Doctors Barr and Hen _ 
derson-tbe two eminent doctors at the Sanato· 
rium-with regard to the matter. Tbey told him 
that while tbe patient was improving day by day, 
the rate of progress was ratber slow and not even 
quite oontinuous. There was, however, they' 
~ssured him, no oause for anxiety. With ragard'! 
to Dr. Mebta's return,. they did not advise Mr. 
Devadhar to take him back to India 'in the pre
sent state of his health, the patient not having the 
ne!lessary stamina to bear the strain of a long and" 
possibly stormy voyage. At tbe same time they 
impressed upon bim tbe desirability of allowing 
Dr. Mebta to co!'.ttinue with tbe present treatment· 
for some months more, till he aoquires the neoes
sary powers of resistance and vitality, whioh are 
matters of slow growth in the case of tbe disease 
from which our friend is suffering. Though com
plete recovery may be a matter of two or three· 
years, his friends will be glad to hear tbat tbere i. 
no reason for any anxiety, as he is having the best 
treatment that is available in England. 

THB 
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VAIKUNTH L. MEHTA, B.A... 
Manager of the Bomball Central Co-operative Bank, 

AND 
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Pages 191. Price Re. 1. 
The Mysore~Vniversity Magazine 
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ana iRe.r .. /ing to read, and adoo",,'es lDel! the principlu whieh 
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If it !Dere u,ued at twice its present price, (I' it duMNa~ 
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THE ARYA BHUBHAN PRESS. POONA.. 

'THE NEW r:;'l'ATESMAN' 
PRONOUNCES 

THE SERVANT OF INDIA 
QmTE EXCELLENT 

and says that it is 
The Best Thing that Indian Journalism has yet 

Produced. 

Sovertign Kin~worm Ointment 
Will gIve miraculouB cure in 24 ho~r. for Cbroni_c Ring .. -

wormB, Dhobiel' Itches ~nd other akin diae&(lee. Guaranteed. 
If not cur.ble, money will Le. given ooc1::. Price per 
phial AI. 12. SOVEREIGN o!I: Ct>., 

B O. Boz 121, Madril •• 



• 

.. 
THE SERVANT OF INDIA. [.TA.NUARY 2, 1919. 

HOUSE OF· HATE 
( In 41 Parts.). .. 

A new Pathe SeriBl of Rori:wi.ce, Love, Adven
tareI and Thrills happily blen~d together. 

MISS PEARL WHITE 
is at her best in this serial and simply holds us 
riveted to our seat. We cannot even sufficiently 
admire her. 
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01' TaE Bouta AFRICAN INDIAN STRUGGLE 
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Cloth Bound 500 pages. Indexed. 
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GEMS OF WISDOM 
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Language and Riddl ••• 
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The Rev. Abednegc David, W. M. S., oom~il.r of Ihe Treamry 
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whioh in the hand. of laymen may lead to barmful.ftor·efJ'ect.· 

HEMATle e0M17t>UND. 
An ideal bone and nerve tonio, aD excellent blocd regen .. 

erator 6ndpurifier. Invigorates and raVidly recoups lost bealth. 
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