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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

TEE protest of the
L, Peking against  the: Hnndmg of
::T;:Ll:,i;r:,we British troops on -Chiness soil as
conetituting a violation of Ar-

ticle 10 of the League Covenant raises important
iesuer relating to India’s position in the Lea-
gue. The Chinese Government at Peking is the
one which the Powers and the Lesgue recognise,
Ordered by the British Government, Indian troops
have been despatched to China. As a Member
of the League, India ocannct enter into hostilities
against another Member without submitting the
onse either to arbitration or to enquiry by the
League Council., Under Article 11, India has the
right to bring to the attention of the League As-
- aembly or the Council the present circumstanoes
+ affecting Indo-COhinese relation. This is not a
'*domestio’® question of the Britisk Empire and
- India’s position in the League will be better defin-
-‘ed if the Indian Assembly informs the League
Counoll through a resolution the existing relation

batween India and China.
X * M

AYN jmportant recommendation made by the Joint

Parliamentary Committee on the

B:";’l:::m"u_ Gonmmel..\t of India Bill wasthat
Jution. the principlee of land revenue

administration should, as groon as

Chiness Government at

" Maternity and

I

8

poseible, be embodied in legislation. Seven years
have passed sinoe this recommendation was made;
but, as could be seen from an official reply in the
Assembly last week, wa are practically where we
wore, Land revenua legislation is, no doubt,
ponding in some provinoes ; but nowhere has the
necessary Aot been yet placed on the statute
book, Madras and Berar seem to be the only
provinces which have given legislative shape to
their proposals and submitted them for the sanctien’
of the Central Government. But the latter seemns
to be atill considering the question, Governmeni
maochinery is notoriously slow to mova ; neverthe-
less the delay that has taken place in this matter
appears to us to be inexcusably long. The subject
matter of the proposed legislation
vitally affects the lives of thea masses and one
should have thought the Government :of India

would have taken partioular oare to prevent any . R
| unnecessary delay. Itisto be hoped that when

the Statutory Commiseion comes out, it will cares

fully go into all such cases of dalay
* *

THE proceedings- of the Mu.tarmty aud Child Wel-
' fare Conference at Dalhi deserve
i the, attention of all sgoial workers.
They show the nature and volume -
of the work that still remains o be done by way of
removing the many evils and improving the con--
ditions that are responsible for the poor health of
Indian mothers and the huge figure of infant
maortality in this country, The problem is a com-
plex of poverty, ignorance, absenae of adaquate or
efficient medical aid and ruinous gooial practices

Child Welfare,

such as child-marrisge, The inter-relation bet-

woen these various factors should ba realised andan
organised campaign conducted o as to attack the
ovil at the root and rouse the conscience of the
people and make them realise their duties by the
unborn generation, The goneral mentality of both
Indian men and women in regard to marriage and
guestions of racs—culture has to be changed
through education, propaganda and practical steps
of suoial reform, The inolueion of soientific train~
ing in maternity and child welfare work in the
ourriculum of studies for women will also help fo
produce a new generation of mothers and prepare
women workers in sufficient numbera to tackle
the problem among the masses, But for substan-
tial progrees along these lines, there is, we need

is such as
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hardly add, need for a closer co-oparation between
official and non-official workers iu the field and a
better understanding of each others' difficulties

than has characterised their relations in the past.
* * *

Dr. HUTTON, the Deputy Commissioner of the Naga

Hills, read an important paper be-
fore the last session of the Indian
Science Congress dwelling largely
on the necessity of anthropological knowledge for
administrators who'have to deal with the aborigi-
nes. We fully agr:e with Dr, Hutton when he urges
far greater sympathy in all matters affocting the
aborigines. Very often, the reformer’s zeal blinds
bim to the fact that even the aborigines have n
point of view aud a system of thought and belisf
which even, if illogical and unscientific, are not
less powerful to direct their conduet in a certain
manner on that account. Sympathy, for which Dr.
Hution pleads, will not only reduce the chances of
misunderstanding, but check the harsh impatience
of the reformer to ‘civilize’ the aborigines after hin
own image. All this istrue. But we do not think
that wa shall help the aborigines in any resl sense
by isclating them from the main currente of the
advaonced communities of the province by rais-
icg walls around them. Qur admiration for the
primitive simplicity and picturesque customs of
the aborigines may easily degenerats intoan ex-
ouse for perpetuating their present miserable con-
. dition. What the aborigines are suffering from is
not excessive administration, hut waladministra-
tion or lack of administration. The value of certain
sspects of human civilization has been proved
beycnd dispute. A sanitary surrounding, sufficient
nourishing food and a cerfain minimum of secular
education are among these and in trying to secure
these for the aborigines no administrator need
feel any doubt as to their beneficent results.
There canbe no more disastrous policy to follow
regarding the miliions of aborigines in Yudia than
a policy of laissez faire.
* » *

Anthropology and
Administration.

THE Bombay exoise administration report for 1925-
26 which was recently issued
makes most disappointicg reading
and shows what a wide diver-

gence eXists between the Government’s professions
and practice. Total prohibition has been officially
declared to be the goal of their exoise policy ; but
a9 for practical aotion to bring it nearer, precious
littlo seams to have been done. No doubt the ration-
ing policy is being pursued; but it was initiated
Jong before they committed themselves to prohibi-
tion. Moreaver, there is no guarantee that it will
be continued without interruption, The bogey of
illict distillation is a conveniont cover for refracing
any forward steps ia the diraction desired by public
opinion. As we said receantly, it has been utilised
in Punjab for opening as many as 143 new shops
during one year, and who knows it may mnot be
gimilarly availed of in Bombay for discontinuing
the rationine policy. Inany oase,some utterances
of the last Minister do not make us hopeful that
it will be continued; but we shall hope that with a
prohibitionist like Dr. R, P. Paranjpye in charge
of the Excise portfolio, the Government will not be
g0 reactionary as to abaundon the rationing polioy.
But even so, the fact remains that since proclaim-
ing to the world their allegiance to prohibition,
the Bombay Government have not in the least
gone out of their way to hasten its advent. Their
excise policy is an interesting study in diplomacy

Bombay Excise
Administration.

.

and when they deolared in favour of prohibition,
publis opinion believed, rightly as later events
:_;::ow, that they merely wanted to do lip service to
i .

Even were the rationing policy itself properly
worked, it would have appreciably helped in redu-
cing consumption ; but apparently a desire to give
it an honest trial is lacking. In the firat places, a
year in which there was abnormal consumption
was chosen as the basic year for bacing future
rations, the plan being to go on reducing the ration
anoually by 10 p. ¢. in Bombay and 5 p, ¢. in the
mofussil. The result has been that though at the
time of the preparation of the report rationing hud
been in force for four years, in no single distriot
wag the rationed quantity reached! During 1925-26
the ration was 1,883,804 gallons out of which only
1,495, 437 was consumed. In other words, the ration
is so liberal that it will be some years more before
the drinking population will experience any pinch.
Almost since the inauguration of the ralioning
policy, public opinion has tried to impress on
Government the pece«sity of restricting the ration
eg much as possible ; but their representations have
uniformly fallen on deaf ears. Toere is of course
a fall of over 26 lakhs in the excise revenue; but

_with their face turned towsards prohibition, they

must be prepared for the gradual extinction of this
source of income,

The report tries. to explain away the gap bet~
waen therationand actual consumption as foliows -
“As a matter of fact the ration is not worked up to,
because the licensees find they can cover their profis
by charging very high prices on smaller gales and
always hopinz that something, a wedding or an
epidemic or othsr unusual market for their lignor
will arise, they do not reduce their prices.” The
axplanation is mor: amusing thaa convincing.
Firstly, we find it difficuit to believe that had it
besen possible to do so, the licensees would have
hesitated to sell away more liguor than they act-
ually did ; anod sscondly, unless tha licensees in
Bombay ars a particularly virtuous class, we have
yet to come across & business man who hss con-
sciously decided to set alimit on hid profits.

The workiog of excise advisory committees
also leaves a good deal to be desired. They have
sinoa been reorganised ; but their working during
the year under report was anything but satis-
factory. A large number of them were not convened
even onca during the year; and such of them as mat
and ventured to make any recommendations found
most of them quietiy ignored. Out of the total of 94
recommendations, only 33 were wholly carriad into
effact and 20 partly | They could suoceed in closing
only three country liquor shops in the whole presi-
sidenoy. No wonder they have ceased to excite any
public interest.

The rationing policy does not apparently apply
to Sind, what is aimed at there being merely “'a re-
duotion of consumption largely by the levy of
higher fees and rates” Its geographical condi-
tions and the fact that it is surrounded by Indian
States make the prevention of smuggliog a matter
of oxtreame difficulty. The Comumissioner ia
Sind gives the following oertificate to the
Kbairpur State which is an integral part of Sind:—
“The administration in Khairpur is chaoite and
utterly corrupt, and though the Adviser is attempt-
ing to introduce Excise reforms, it is doubtful
whether he will be able to do so effectively. Let
ugs hope $he next report will tell us what sucoess
has attended the Adviger’s efforts in introducing

these reforms.
» * *
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LAND ACQUISITION.’

TRE Bill which Mr. N. C. Kelkar introduced in
the Legislative Assembly ou Tuaesday of last
week secks to regulate the working of an impor-
tant prinoiple, viz. that of compulsory acquisition
of land for publie purposes. While the principle
itself is recognised on all hands to be sound, its
practical administration is surrounded with many
difficulties, which come to a head when wholesale
expropriation is attempted. On such cocasionsthe
very principle mentioned by Mr. Kelkar that pub-
lioc purposes have “a superior claim over private
peed or sentiment™ is questioned, giving rise to a
wholly irrational battle-ory of 57 or %79 (land or
life), as was the case in the Mulshi Peta agitation,
Even in oases where extensive disturbance doas
not take place, s.rious individual complaints arise,
for whioh under the present law there is no ade-
quate romedy. We are a8 yet unable to appreciate
fully the provisions in Mr. Kelkat's Bill, not hav-
ing studied the measure in detail, but there is no
doubt that it furnishes a very wvaluable basis for
discussion ay to the nature of the remedy to be ap-
plied, and we hope that when the Bill is eiroulated
for eliciting opinions, the public will give it their
earnett consideration and help in fashioning a
measure which, while maintaining the prioociple
upimpaired, will minimise the loss and suffering
unnecessarily inflicted on the ownera of land at
present,

In n.pp1ying' the law the first question that
arises is one of determining whether the purpose
for which land is to be taken is a publiec purpose,
At present the local Government has full disoretion
in the matter. A mere declaration by it that a par-
ticular land is needed for & particular purpose is
regarded as conclusive evidence that the land is
needed for a publio purpose, and thera is no means
provided to the owner of the land to challenge shis
deocision. It may be, however, particularly when
land is acquired for companies, that powers of com.
pulsory purchase are invoked for purposes of doubt-
ful public utility, and yet the persons who are de-
prived of their land have no redress whatsoever.
Again, more land, may be taken than ia really re-
quired for the partioular undertaking, and yet su-
perfluous land may not be restored to the owner
if he wants it. Nor is any obligation usually laid
upoa the authorities or promoters of commercial
undertakings to utilise theland compulsorily taken
for a specific purposs within a certain period. The
safeguard that is usually provided against sach
abuses is that the necessary authority to tako
land is obtained from the legislature which, before
oonferring the necessary powers, satisfies itself
that it is & bona fide publio purpose, limits the
quantity of land which may be taken to such an
amount ag is reasonably neoessary for the particu-
lar undertaking, and stipulates that the under-
taking shall bo completed within a certain time
and makes other provisions of a like nature. In
Englnnd, for instance, generally, though not in

variably, Parliament’s permission ie obtained before
land is taken. When land is raquired for Govern-
ment itself, & bill is introduced in Parliament au-
thorising the compulsory purchase of specific land,
When local suthorities or commercial companies
or individuals desire to acquire land compulsori-
ly, they also apply to Parliament for powers of
compulsory vurchase. It would be useful to in-
quire in what proportion of cases Parliam»nt in-
tervenss and to what extent the intervention is
effective. Mr. Kelkar'a Bill proposes, in clause
6, sub-oclause 3, to secure the same kind of Parlia-
mentary control over land acquisition. It also
gives the right of pre-emption, in the oase of the
superfiuous land acquired, to the owner, in case he
would like to have it back, or fo the person whose
land immediately adioins the land which i3 pro- .
posed to be sold as being no longer required.

Then the dificulty is about compensation. In
reality a person is entitled to bs paid by way of
compensation the fuil value of theland taken from
him and some proportion in addition in recom-
pensa for disturbance. In oaloulating tae values:
of the 1and not only its present worth but future
potentialities must be taken into consideratica.
Similarly, if by taking a portion of the land, the re-
maining portion bacomes less valuable, the owner
is entitled to ba reimbursed for the loss he thus
sustains ; that is to say, he is entitled to oompene
sation for damage cansed by * severance '’ of a por-
tion of the land and also by * injurious affection ™
of the remainder, to use legal terms. In actual
practice, however, the owner is dismissed with
very small compensation. The machinery for de-
termining the amount of compensation is this : the
Oollector makes the award, which is binding, un-
less sot aside by a Civil Court on a regular suit by
the aggrieved party. This has been found by ex-
perience to be an unsuitable method of assessing
compensation. It is anunequal fight between the
owner and the Colleotor, in which the Collector by
reason of his superior vesources almost always
wins, As Mr. Kelkar pointed out in the speech he
made woen introducing the Bill, Sir Norman
Macleod, s high authority in these matters, has
pronounoced that a Court of law is an unsuitable
forum for determining the aniunt of compensation,
In England the intervention of Parliament checks
this evil also as it chaoks other evils. But Mr,
Keikar proposes a different method ; viz. the insti-
tution, in all dispated cases, of Arbitration Boards
whose decision is to be final without a right of ap-
penl therefrom to a court of justice.

This seema a novel metnod, but as Mr, Kelkar
states, it is more or lass a reversion to the methods
that wera in foroe prior to 1894, when the present
Land Acquisition Aect was passed. The earliest
Aot on this subjeot is Aot VI of 1857, This Aot
left the assessment of compensation to the sole
judgment of arbitrators against whose decision
there was no appeal, except on the ground of cor
ruption or misconduct. " The law contained,
moreover, no statement of the principles which
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should guide the arbitrators in their awards and-
imposed on them no ohligation to give any reasons
for their findings."”’ Under this regime of “unquali-
fied arbitration,” ag tbe Home Member put it in
his speech in introduoing the Bill which eventuat-
ed in the present Aot, the public money was abso-
lutely thrown away. The Aot of 1857 was amend
ed in 1870, when the principle of arbitration was
ciroumseribed. It was then provided that the
amount of compensation should be determined in
disputed oases by selected judicial officers, assist-
ed bytwo aseessors, one to be appointed by the
Land Acquisition Officer or the Collector, and the
other by the owner ; the law prescribed the consi-
derations to be taken into account in assesing
oompensation ; if the judge and one or both of the
assessors agreed as to the amount of compensation,
their decision waa final ; if the judge and the aa-
aegsors disagreed, the opinion of the former was to
prevail, subject to an appeal which lay usually to
the High Court. In the present Act, however,
there is no element whatever of arbitration. Arbi-
tration, which reigned supreme prior to 1870, was
conslderably emasculated in 1870 and altogether
exoluded in 1894, The present Aot vests the power
of determining the amount of compoansation in the
hands of the Colleotor, subjsot only to a right of
appeal by either side by the institution of a suit in
4 oourt of law. Thias brief history of the evolution
of the land acquisition acts in this country will
perhaps enable the readers to have a proper pers-
pective of the Bill which Mr. Kelkar has intro-
duced. Wae only wish by means of this artiole to
bring the subject before the minds of our readers
and leave it thera for the present with a mere ex-
prossion of hope that out of the present Bill a real.
iy suitable measure will be hammered which will

do justice to private interests while subserving the
public interests,

JOINT RESPONSIBILITY.

IT will be remembered that the Joint Parliament-
ary Committee on the Government of India Bill
had recommended that there should bs joint minis-
terial responsibility in the provinces. In this
connection it obeerved asfollows :—"In these cir-
cumstances they think that it should be recognised
from the commencement that Ministers may be ex-
peoted to act together, They probably would do
go: and in the opinion of the Committes it is bet-
ter that they should ; and therefore that the faot
should be recognised on the face of the Bill" (It-
alicg ours ). Thus what they wanted done from
the commencement of the Reforms has not come
to pass even after the lapse of seven years!
. Madras is the only provinoe which has worksd
dyarchy on the basis of joint ministerial respon.
gibility from the very commencement and can be
s8aid to have faithfully carried out the recommen-
dation in question, The only other province where
the prinoiple of joint responsibility is in force now
15 . P.; but there too it is being enforced only six
yoars after the Reforms were inaugurated.

The first two Mialsters in U. P, — Mesars,
Chintamani and Jagat Narayan—were ap-
parently bound to each other by some sort
of collective responsibility, but whether this was
by private arrangement between them or was offi-
cially recognised as such by the Governor is more
than we can say. In Bombay, asis well known,
Sir George Lloyd, as he then was, bsing none too
friendly to dyarchy, never encouraged the
Ministers to act jointly, as intended by the Coms
mittee. It is true that the Reforms Aot never enjoin-
ed this duty upon him in so many worde and even
the Instrament of Instruotions to Governors failed
to make explicit mention of this as being one of the
essential fuvctions of the Governor. All the same,
the spirit of the Act was clear and in so far as any
Governor failed to promote joint action on the patt
of his Ministers, he was marely carrying out, not
the spirit, but the letter of the law. It is esaid
Lord Lloyd even went so far as to get himself
fortified by the highast legal opinion on the subjeot!

Lord Lytton deserves praise if he had this
principle of joint responsibility in' mind when he
set up the Chakravarty-Guznavi regime in
working rescurrected diarchy in Bengal. We
hope the new Ministry will be able to successfully
weather the storm that some disgruntled Muslims
ara trying to raise against it. And i‘he besk
way to overpower the opposition is, we think,
for the two Ministers to pull together as one team
rigidly adhering to the priunciple of joint responsi-
bility. For, as was recently pointed outby the Stafes-
man, joint responsibilty malkes for stability of Minis-
tries. It has also the adavantage of assuaging
communalistic bitterness by bringing prominent
people of the different communities t>gether and
making them work tigether. Especially at a time
like the present when communal fesling is run-
ning very high, the enforcement of joint respon-
sibility as a basis for the formation of Ministriea
sh .uld have been insisted upon in all provinces.
But it sesws to have been done only in two or
three. Disoussing the situation in Bengal a fow
days ago, our cont smporary the Leader of Allaha-
bad observed as follows:—" Under the eristing
constituation the Governor has been given large
autooratic powers. But he will hesitate in exer—
cising these if he has to deal not with individual
Ministers, but with a Ministry. The position of
Ministers, who do not ascept joint responsibility,
must necessarily be weaker than of those who
have accepted it, not only in the Council, but also
in their relations with the Governor, and their
utility and power of initiative and independent
action must necessarily suffer. Separate minis-
terial responsibility is against the very spirit of
the Reforms and those who have accepted office
without stipulating for joint responsibility have
violated the eame and deserve to be strongly ocom-
demned. Suoch men evidently do not desira to
make the best use of the Reforms."

All this points to the extreme necessity of joint
ministerial responaibility being enforced at the
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esiliest¢ porsible opportunity. To borrow the
Muddimen Ccmmitiee’s words, it is * of the very
esgence of the present Congtitution " and ag such
the gemeral expectation was that with the
commer.cement of the third reformed trienmium,
joint responeibility would be the rule rather than
the exception. But, thanks to bureauoratic reaction-
aryem, this expeotation bhas not been fulfilled, If
the Reforrrs are eventually adjudged a failure, a
great part of the Llame must go to the Govern-
ment which hss shown a iamentable lack of
sympaihetic understanding even in essential

things.

TRADE UNIONS IN INDIA,
V—WELFARE WORK.

IT will be ugeful now to ccnasider the efforts made
by employers to start some welfare aclivities
for their employees and the sititude which the
irade unions take towards them. Welfare work
«<overs all the efforts ‘'which ex ployers make for
the benecfit c¢f their employees over and above
the minimum standards of working conditions fix-
ed by the Factory Act and over and above the
provisions of the social legislation providing
sgainst accidents, old sge, unemrployment and
gickness, It is clear that sither the Factory Act or
the rocial insurance legislation can only fix mini-
mum standards which even ordinary employers
can follow. But some employers for various mo-
tiven exceed these standards. What is done in
excess ¢f the minimum standards is welfare work.
The motives which sctuate employers to ue-
dertake work of this kind are various. In those
placcs where Jabour is scarce the obvicus motive is
to attract it, Even if labour at a particular place
may nct be scarce, the employer who cffers some-
what better conditiona than another expeocts
%o secure’ the better claas of workers. Apart
from the advantage in the selection of the
employees, employers who undertake welfare work
do it with the conviotion that better conditions of
work mean more efficient work. Some employers
undertake welfare work to keep their workers con-
tented and to keep them awsy from joining unions
and to avoid difficulties arising from strikes.
There mey also be some employers who undertake
welfare work, being convinced of the inadequacy of
the minimum standards fixed by legislation as
a fair reward for the worker’s share in the work of
produotion. '

Welfare work may teke the form of providing
more space, more light, better ventilation, more
esuitable temperature, better water supply and bet-
ter conveniences than are required by the Factory
Aoct. It may also take the shape of making provi-
mion for a place for dinirg and for fresh food, baths,
& creche or a school for childrer, medical belp and
first aid appliances—thinge which are not touch-
ed by the present Factory Aot in the country.
Some employers also provide hovsing and open-air
#and jrdcor games apd other mesns of recreation

and pbysical exercise. Provision of sickness bene,
fits, bolidays with pay, materniiy benefits-
mother’s allowances, either on contributory or non-
contributory basis, managed either by joint coma,
mittees of representatives of workers and employ-
ers or by the latter alone and profit-sharing plans
form pait of some welfare work schemes. Joint
committees or workshop commitiees are establish-
ed by some for the copsideration of grievances of
workera and for establishing a closer touch bet-
ween the management and men.

It is beyond the scope of this paper to give

- descriptions of the various schemas at present con-

ducted at different places and factories in India.
It is sufficient to atate that the movement has been
started in India and though it has pot attained the
propottions which it has attained in America, and
although the present depression in trade is nof
favourable to its extension, it is certain that wel-
fare work has come to stay.

The value of welfare work in attracting [abour,
or as & means of increasing the efficiency of labour,
depends upon its being done on a sufficiently large
scale. Especially if the object of the employers is
to avoid strikes, they must remember that the
workers can easily caloulate the financial value
of what they secure from welfare work and what
they stand to gain by an addition to their wage. It
is wrong for the employers to depend upon the
ignorance of the workers and upon their intellectusl
inability to make a comparative caloulation,
The real value of welfare work consists in setting
up higher standards of working conditions, whioh,
by becoming general, may lead to the ultimate
raising of the minimum standards fixed by. law.

Under the present system of industrial manage-
ment, where the interesta of employers and the em-
ployees conflict with each other on many occasi.
ons, it is but natural that all efforts made by the
employers even with the best of motives should be
looked upon with some suspicion by the employees.

Moreover, as at least some employers start
welfare work in order to keep away their em-
ployees from their {rade unicns, the natural sus-
picion which elready exists in the minds of the
trade unionista about such activities ias still far-
ther strengthened, When the trade unions, besides
their ordinary work, themselves undertake the
work of helping their members in giving them
medical help, in providing against sickness, unems-
ployment and old age, they also come into com-
petition with the employera and thers ia rivalry
between the two parties,

The trade unions first stacd for an adequate
wage. They know that the amount spent on wel-
fare work can never be 80 large as to be a full com-
pensation for an inadequate wage, The trade
union leaders also. feel that all workera may not
easily grasp this point and may be faken in by the
spparent atiraotiona of the welfare activities. They
are spxious that the werkers should be kept away
from there attractions. Even supposing tbat the

emount spent on welfare work is 1arge encugh, the
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trade unionists feel that, perhaps, the employers also
have the same feeling that these are mere conces-
sions and not to be regarded as rightful dues as
waged. This is confirmed by the fact that some
employers have reduced the amounts spent on
their welfare work during the present industrial
depression without even giving notice to their em-
prloyees, Trade unionists, therefore, [do not value
these conoessions very much. If these concessions
are given as a counter attraction to the workers, or
if they come into competition with what unions
do for their members, even the opposition of the
unions to the welfare work is justified.

Moreover, the trade unions oan never afford to
forget what may happen during & period of strike
or lock-out. If the workers are dependent upon
the employers for housing, education of the ohild-
ren, medical help, sickness, maternity benefits and
for all such matters, the unions will ba greatly
woakened in their fight with the employers. Some
employers may not take advantage of this state of
dependence of their workers during strikes or lock-
outs. But instances are not wanting of employers
bhaving asked the workers to wvacate their rooms
and of having stopped all other welfare work during
atrikee and lock-outs. From the point of view of
the workers, therefore, welfare work by employers is
a source of weakness out-weighing the benefit which
the workers may enjoy from it. The workers want
these activities to be undertaken by the State or
by any other public bodies or by their own unions,
This is a perfeotly justifiable attitude :and the
workers and their unions cannot be blamed for i,

There is one more reason why the trade unions
do not approve of welfare work by employers. A
trade union inoludes among its members employees
of many employers. If some of the membaors
enjoy substantial benefits over others, the
solidarity of the organisation suffers to that extent.
The trade unionists, therefore, want eonditions to
be standardised. When welfare work is standard-
ised, workers will not oppose it. British workers
not only did not objeot but approved of the estab-
lishment of the Welfare Fund under the English
Mines Aot of 1920. But those employers who seek
to secure an advantage over their rivals cannot
spprove of suoh standardisation. From the point
of view of those employers who are actuated in
their welfare work by the motives of either real
benevolence or justice, such general adoption of
welfare work is a olear advantage. If trade
unions are to approve of welfare work it must be
undertaken with clean motives and not in a epirit
of rivalry or competition among employers, nor in
& opirit of hostility to trade unions.

( Concluded. )
N. M. JosHI.

OUR PARLIAMENTARY LETTER.
(S8PECIAL TO THE SERVANT OF INDIA AND THE WEEK.)
Delhi, 4th Feburary.
IN wepite of the adjurations so liberally proferred
by Mr. Horniman to the elected members of the

Indian Legislature to execute once again a walke
out from the Assembly, the latter body has not yet
oceased to function. Not to speak of the Nationale
ists and Independents, even the Swarajists do not
seem eager to follow Mr. Horniman's advice. What
is worse, they do not even consider it. At none of
their numerous party meetings was ths subject
mooted; if anyone would be 80 fool-hardy as to raise
it, he would receive short shrift at the hands of the
Leader and the Deputy Lisader. Sir Atal Chatterjea
once said as a mamber of Government, * However
much the political situation in ITadia may worsen
in the future, of one thing the Government of India
feels confident, that Pandit Motilal Nehru will
never again disobey the law and court imprison-
ment”. So one may say, whatever else the Swaraj
party may do in future, it can never be persuaded
once again to walk out. They tried that strategy
once and they have had quite ecnmough of it. A
dramatic exodus thus being out of the question,
they must devise some other ery which will take
the popular imagination by storm. Hence their
Deputy Leader, Mr, Srinivasa Aiyangir's deolara-
tion about the formation of a National Convention,
to which the Assembly as constituted by law is to
ba made subordinate, It is possible o attach an
exaggerated importance to this pronounoement; alk
that it really signifies is that the Swarajists are
immovably determined to stick to taeir geats in
the Assembly. This is all to the good. Once they
are in, you may depend upon it that they will do
nothing very much out of the way, though they
may talk differently; because, after all, it muat be
remembered that they have & constituency to
please, .

That the Swaraj party is in a chastensd mood
wasg shown clearly in the debate that ensued om
h 3rd inst, on the resolution relating to the wre~
lease of Benzal defenus, the only subject of firat-
rate importance discussad this week. The resolu-
tion as moved covered very wide ground, embracing
Regulation ITI of 1818 and similar other regula-
tions and all other repressive measures. It asked
that all such measures should be expunged from
the statute book and all the victims theraof should
bs either set at liberty or put on thair ¢rial. Pundit
Motilal Nehru proposed an amendment, which was
eventually passed as a substantive resolution, re-
strieting the soope of the original proposition to
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and to
the peraons procesded mgainst thersuander. The
debate even on the issue thus narrowed down
ranged over a wide field and took up the whole
day and was indeed brought to a olose without
men like Messrs, Jinnah and Jayakar, both of
whom rose twice to speak, baing givan an oppor-
tanity to express their views., Taere ia hardly
anything toreport, however; for the debate ran on
usual lines, popular representatives maintaining
that they abhorred anarchical crimes equally with
(Government, but that they could never support or
acquieice in the prwer of indefinite datentiom
without ¢rial which the Goveromsant possessadk
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-mnder the Act and employed in no niggardly
fashion, while official representatives kept on con-
-tinuously performing the confidence trick telling
-the benches opposite that they knew not how ta
scent anarchy and put it down and should thers-

-fore trust Government to deal with it as besi they
could. Many changea ware rung on this, bat that
wags really all that was said on either side. It
-ought to be mentioned, however, that non-official
members had easily the bitter of Government in
srgument. Government’s main contention is that

-o0n account of the widespread intimidation practis-
-ed, no evidenoe can be produced in a court of law.
Pandit Motilal weat into all the cases cited by the

Home Member and proved that in not a single one
-of them was there ever & question of $erritorising
~wwitnesses, The plea, therefore, of kaeping men in
oustody without a trial would not answer. This
oitation of oases and their refutation took place in
tha Assembly nearly two years ago when a similar
resolution was discussed and yet, on the present
~oocasion too, the Home Member paraded the very
-same instances without trying to meet the point
«that the Swarajist lender had made, The defenus
have been in custody for 27 months without

*being brought to justice, even under the special
form of trial provided by the Criminal Law
-Amaendment Aok, specially adopted for the purpose
~=—a point of very great consequence urged in a
‘foroible speech by Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzro--—

and one does not know how long they will remain
io confinement. The Jobby correspondendent of
tbe Pioneer had stated that an impottant pronoun-

—qement by the Home Member was expected on the
- subjeot of detention and for that reason Sir Alez.
ander Muddiman’s speech was followed with close
interest by everyone and not the least by Swara-
~§iat members ; but his speech only coatained the
offer, which Mr. Goswami in this debate definitely
asserted Lord Lytton had made, viz. that if the

+detenus would promise ( without thereby involving
o refleotion on their past career) not to commit
-outrages in future, their release would be consider-
-ed by Government. That an undertaking as to
future conduct will not be construed as an implied

- confesnion as to tha past is not a small gain, but
still the Government's promise is indefinite. It is
. remarkable, however, that the Swarajist members
were not in a mood to disdain the offer as utterly
unworthy of consideration, and the speeches of the
prominent members were tuned to a lower key
than ususl. Thus ended what the Home Member
oalted a thrice-told tale, but anyhow the Home
Momber did not come off with flying ocolours ia the
“telling of it.

Last Tuesday (Lst inst) was the day for non-

- official bills, and as masny as a dozen bills were
introduced on that occasion. Some of them are of

oonsiderable importance, but it is not necessary to
~vefer to them at present, bacause all of them exocept-
ing two were introduced only formally without a

-word ¢f explanation as to their purpose and because

“they will be taken into consideration mext wask.

The excaptions are two : Mr. N. C, Xelkars' bill to
amend the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, and Dr.
Gour’s bill to repaal the Criminal Law Amendment
Aot, 1908, They were explained briefly by their res-
pective movers and will not come on for discussion
so early. The latter bill reproduces, with ocertain
modifieations, the clauses of the bill which Dr. Gour
introduced in 1925 and whioh was passed by the
Assembly, but thrown out by the upper Chamber,
Mr. Kelkar’s bill seeks to mitigate the hardships
caused to one whose Iand is compulsorily acquired
by Government for public purpises. The measure
is no doubtsuggasted by the Hydro-Eleotric Works
at Mulshi Pata which involved compulsory expro~
priation of many farmers and led to a blitar and
prolongel agitation. The Bill fully recognises
the need for acquiring land compulsorily for
publio purposes on occasion—a recognition which
was not in evidence when the Mulshi Peta agita-
tion was on, but provides machinary, first, for
determining waether the declared . purpose is in
faot one of public utility - and, secondly, for
assessing the compensation to which the owner
of the land in question is entitled. Some of
the provisions in the Bill are modelled osn the
Government of India’s own Act of 1870, which
was subsequently amended in a retrograde sense
in 1894, and on British Aocts and some of them are
novel. It is, on the whole, a carafully drafted bill
which one may be sure will receive, when it is oir-
culated for eliciting public opinion as Mr. Kelkar
intends to do, close scrutiny at the hands of the
publio. Mr. Kelkar deserves sinoere congratulations
upon this constructive effort, as he himsslf called
it ; for it means, one may take it, a definite break
with the policy which he pretended to follow not
so long ago, viz. one of contemptuons indiference
to all lesger measuras than the grant forthwith of
complete Swaraj.

REVYIEWS,

DESERTS OF NEJD

iN UNKNOWN ARABIA. By MAJOR R. E. CHEES-

MAN. (Macmillan & Co. Ltd., London.) 1926,

10 x 614. pp. 447, 258.

THE exploration of the ArabisnPeninsula pra-
ceeds apace. Bafors the War, the whole of the
Poninsula was under Turkisn rule, with the excap-
tion of Yemen ( over which the Turks asserted a
nominal suzerainty ), the British settlement of
Aden and its undefioed hinterland and some of the
distriots on the coast of the Arabian Sea or the
Persian Gulf, whers British influence had baem
asserted as a coroliary to the British occupation
of India, Turks' rule loft practical autonomy to
the tribes and interfered little with their lives.
The only portion which was in effestive ocloupa~
tion was the Hedjaz, with the two holy oities of
Arabia, which were linked up by railway with Con~
stantinople and Euroge,

During the War the dream of a united Arab
nation wai dangled beforethe Arabs, ani warious
inconsistent promises wera male to diffarent lom=
ders of the Arab people. The Sharif family of.
Moooca were installed in sthe Hodjrz, & scion of the-
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femily was given ! Travrjordenia. and another the
principalitly of Iraq. The »r ost pcwerful chief, the
‘ope who really counted in Central Arabia, was Ibn
Savd, with whom slso smicsble relations were es-
tablished. Since ihep, Ibn Ssud hasewept awsy
the Shariffan femily from the Hedjaz and with 1he
exception of the precarious hold of the Amir Ab-
dulleh in Transjordapia, the whole of Arabia is
ncw under the sway of Ibn Ssud, Suiltan of Neijd
and ite dependencies—Britich influence in the coast-
al distriets 1emainipg as it war, or strepgtbened
on acccunt of the Allied victory.

The British have ¢sfablished excellent rela-
tions with Ibn Ssud and it is the rpolicy of their
statesmen to vse there friendly relations to further
geogisphical 2pnd scientiflo exploration in the wn-
explored porticns of Arabis.
bave alrcady teen amorg tke notsble explorers,
snd Majcr Cheesman bas ncw added a detailed and
grarhic account of the Qeares of Hufuf and Jabrir,

Psalgrave ané Philby |

on the borders of the great Jafura desert in Certral

Arabis., Major Chec:man is an ornilbologist and
paturalist, and the whole object of his jcurney was
purely scientifie.” He bad no political objects; but
. we cen forgive the Arrerican wbo smiled when be
heard this, and Itn Saud who gave valid reascns
why Major Cheesman could not go just then to
Riadbh, the capital of the Sultan of the Ikhwan.
All thrcugh the 19th cenfuly there was uncessing
rivalry between the Russiaps and the Briiish for
scijentific ¢xploration in Cential Asgia. The exgplc-
rers myy have Yeen ecientific, kut the results of
their exploration were available for furthering ro-
1itioal aims.

Msjor Cheesman was well equipred for bis
task. He took with him the necessary simple sur-
vey introments including a thecdolite and he was
able to fix the longitude and Jatitude of tbe two
QOases which he actually visited. He was sahle to
enquire ‘into the trade and ceravan routes from
the port of Cqair (opgposite to the island of Bahrain
in the Persian Gulf) into the interior of Central
Arabia. Ha siudied the geographical and hydro-
graphical featurea of the country. The question of
water, (rainfell, rivers, wells, ard wunderground
springe) is the questicn of questions with regard to
communicatiors and settlements in & desert coun-
try ard even the study of bird, animal and vege-
table life must take account of the water facilities
in the derert, He was able o enquive into the

positicn of little kncwn tribes like Al-Murra and .

Awemir. In the area which he visited, he fixed the
bcuncaries of the saxdy derexrt and was able to Jo-

cate correctly ylsces « f ancignt fame, like Pliny's .
Carrhae (modern Cgair) snd the baurts of modern |

tribee.
logical, geolcgical, botanical, and zoolcgical date,
as well a8 a reries of beautiful pbotograyhe, which
are reprocuced in this volume. His kpowledge of
Islam was very ruperficial, but we must not expect
everything from a naturalist.

He trought away with bim many metecro-

His jourrey wes undertaken in the cold wea-
ther of 1923-24. Life in, the Hufuf Oasis, with its
dste palm groves and Jucerne crops, and its strings
of donkeye which connect the Oasis with the coast, :
covld pot bave been very exciting, excert on the:

- arrival ¢f a Ford car acroee the desert sands. lbn

Bsud sapperently keeps several cars at Riyadh '
where they can beured on the bard sardstone tracts
once they have arrived. But over the soit sandy '

dunes they bave to be dragged by camels. A big

Crossley tcuring car is said 10 bave required forty

camels to tow it. A Citroen caterpillar car has

been ordered by the Sultan, which ocan mnegotiate
‘Xhe sandy deserts. ‘

The Wabebis or ( as they are known among-
themeelves ) the Ikbwan ( brethren ) have been
welded together into a well orgapired military
force by the genivs of Thn Daud. He allows no--
fighting tetween the tribes under his control and
keeps the pesce of Arabin efficiently. * The trade
router traversing hundreds of miles of the intericr™
says Major Cheerman, “are as safe for the traveller
as an Epglisbhfcountry road.” The bond is religi-
ous ; but the organization bas become socisl and
political, with a tendency to puritaniem. Alcohok
and fobacco are strictly fcrbidder. Enlistment in
the army in volurtary. The Ikbwan ere only
ealled up for active service when needed. In timea
of pesce they return to their tente, and as they
receive no Government pay, they are no burden to
the State. Ibn Seud himself came to Hufuf im
Januvary 1924, and Major Cheesmman deseribes bis
first interview with him, and Majcr Cheesman
wore Arab clothes when the Sultan congratulated
him on his disguise. The Sultan emiled as be rese-
to receive bim, and seated bim on hisleft., Several
rounds of coffee were rorved by a black negre. His
geon Fajsel, whom Major Cheesman has taken to-
the London Zoo as a boy five years ago, was eleo
introduced, The Sulten asked fcr rews about the
gerneral election in England,and whether the re-—
-perations question had been settled between France
and England. As. it appeared, he knew more
abouttheese things than Major Cheesman. There were
at the Ccurt reveral young Leirs of the families of
conquered tribal chiefs, who seemed to be wellk
treated. Next day Majcr Cheesman saw the Sul-
tan agaip and ome days later showed him his col-
leetion of birds and mammale. At length he ar-
rapged for permisson togo to the Jabrin Oasis in
the South and a little timely rain facilitated his
journey. .

Thke 120 mi'es journey to Jabrin slong the edze
of the great Jafura Desert was uneventful, except
from the roint of view of the naturalist, who con-
sidered the meeiling with desert wheat ears, desert.
1atks, or swellows { in February ) .28 a great event.
They crossed s gravel plain north of Wadi Sabbe
in which some interesting geological enquiries
were made They reaobed Jabrin in- a week, on
February 17th, and left on thke 23rd on the return
journey to Hufuf. They had some sport in the
way of coursing, for the traveller brought wjth
him & desert hound of the Saluki breed and tried
him with success sgainet some desert hare. By
March 1st the party was back in Hufuf. By tbis.
timethe Sultan had left Hufuf, and as permissiom
to visit Riyadh bad not been obtained, Major
Cheerman left Hufuf early in March and returred
to Englapd with the stallion which Ibn Saud bad
presented to him, and the collections of birds, ani-
mals, and specimens which he had got together.

Porhsps the most interesting chapters in the
bock are the lsst ones, dealing respectively_ with
desert and protective cclours in birds and animale,
apd drinking water problems in arid regions.
In the desert almost every specimen of .bird. beast,.
reptile, and insect is arranged in beautiful .shades
of pale creams and buffs, matching well with the
gurroundipge. Tle birds that have decert colour-
irgto s remarkatle degreeare those that nest on
the grcund. Major Cheesmsn dces not consider
that & periou of motion has any effect on the
colouring, but long perieds of rest such sg a mother
bird must experisnce in katching ber eggs, produce -
a “sut-specific desire’ 10 becocre as little promi-
‘pent 85 possible to her eremies, and this “sub-spe-~
cifio desire” preduces the piotective colour in that
sub-species. This wculd aleo account for hem--
birds usually having mcre sombre colours tham.
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+cozks of the same spacies, Tho exoceptions are in
-cages like thosa of the painted snips, where the
male takes the duty of inoubation, and the fomale
s arrayed in brighter colours than the male.

Ag ragards water problems, some forms of
desert fauna bave solved the diffionity of dry sur-
roundings by dispensing with the actual drinking
of water and obtaining moisture for themselves in
other ways, The sand dunes absorb any moleture

{ acanty rain or dew ) and retain it at a short dis-
tance below the surfasce. The moist layer feeds
the roots of desert plants, whioh usuaily have
‘fleshy and gucculent leaves, and sometimes a
milky fluid in thaeir stems. Not only dew but mist

- and fog might feed this kind of specialised flora.
Thae vegetable kingdom inits turn would pass on
the moiature to the fauns. The desert lark tours
through waterless areas only durin the period of
dew. The ostrich proiably collects dew from
~hushes, The oryx ( a devert antelope ) depsnds al-
moat entirely on dew, or the moisture eoantained in
-the plants which it aats, a1 also the desert rodents.

Major Cheeaman has written a fasoinating
-aoocount of hia ftravel and exploration in an un-
&nown region of Arabia.

A, YUsUr ALL

RURAL ECONOMICS.

"WEALTH AND WELFARE OF THE BENGAL
DELTA. By 8. G. PANANDIEAR. ( Caloatta
University. ) 1926. 916 x 614 ,op. 364. Rs. 5,

“STUDENTS of rural economios of Bengal have long
feit the paucity of oareful and socieatific writiogs
-on the different economic aspects of daily life.
This hiatus has been fuifilled by Dr. S. G, Panandi-
kar's “Wealth and Welfare of the bengal Delta,”
whioch is a thesia approved for the Degree of Dootor
-of Seience in the University of London. With the
view of carsfully presenting rural economio condi-
tions the author wisely marked out his field aad
has throughout the book shown great self-restraint
in making any all-India generalisations In the
first chapter there is an examination of the physic-
-#] characteristios of the Delta which comoriges
the _distriots of Mymensing, Dacoa, Bgra, Pahna,
‘Faridpur, Bakarganj, Tippera, and Noakhali. The
author arrives at the conolusion that the natural
resourcas and conditions whioch vitally sffaot the
productisn of wealth are vary favouraoie, Coapters
two and thres cootain a ocareful analysis of the
~agrloultural and industrial wealth of the Delta.
That the author has made a firat-hand study and
persoual {investigatiorn of economio oconditions
is clearly ghown by his minute observations on the
agrioultural, commercial and industrial life of the
people. He rightly argues “that as the factory
: gystem will take many yearsto be established in
the Dolta, the strengthening of the oottage indu-
‘stries has to be accomplished in the meantime, so
‘that & high degree of organisation and skilled arti-
-8ans would ba readily available for sound and
rapid development of factories”. The means to
bring about shis desirable nbject are discussed on
. Page 265 et seq. We heartily endorse his sugges-
-tions for the starting of industrial sohools for the
proper education of the workers, the proper organi-
sation of capital, raw materials, and the manage-
-rial side of the cottage industries and the use of
improved appliances.

The next chapter disousses the aspeot of the
Land and Revenue systems and traces their
eflects on the people of the Bengal Deita. His
interpretation of the important problem of the
Permanent Settlement of Land is profound. It is

not blighted to any extent by prejudices against
the landed interests. The bitter frost of antiqua-
rianism which ueaally mars the literature on this
subjest is not to be met with. Chapler VI is an
examination of the present standard of living of
the peopla. Oa page 151 the author enumerates
tho inoreased comforts of the people, but
bia main oconclusion is “that they do
not compare favourably with the pzosle of Italy,

but they are much befter off than their brethren
in other parts of India.” The people of the Dalta
are immune from malaria and plagtie, but cholera
makes severs depredations, The state of the
housey, the condition of clothing, the natura of food
and the simple amusements of the rural folk are
also vividly desoribed, Though there are no vast
inequalities of incomae, the agrioultural population
ie mach better off than its non-agrieulturil coun-
terpart, Dafectsin the economie organisation are
dealt with in the Yth and 8th chapters. The in-
debtedness of the peasantry, tho feeble efforts of the
oo-operative oredit movemaent, the barga system of
oultivating land i, e. payment of producs rent,
the illegal exactions as salami, abwabs and fines
of the landlord’s agante—who however are on the
dezrease,—the subdivision and fragmentation of
land, the waste of female labour, the laziness of
the cultivators, the migration of the intelligant fow
to the towae, the evils of sub.infeudation, the
bewildering variety of tenures resultiog out of the
Jumba systom, the other eauses for tae inberpola-
tion of tenures, the low standard of living of the
non-agricultural population, lack of other .cooupa-
tions than agriculture, the negiest of local
admionistration, and the paucity of the resources of
the loeal administrative unita are carefully point-
ed out,

Chapters 9 to 12 deal with the remedies to
the various problems pointed out. With his
characteristic thoroughneas the auchor takes up the
different ramedies advooated hitharto and subjects
them to a searching examination before he accepts
or discards them. So far as the problem of popula-
tion is conoerned, he rapidly surveys the possibili-
ties of praciicabls engenics, migraticn, irrigation,
extension of aultivadie area and considers them as
“.mpracticable, undesirable or inadequate™. He
recommends inteasive cuitivation, voluntary re-
straint in married life, and effective organisation
of the cottage industries and the starting of leather
faotories in Dacca, Mymensinzn, and Pabna. So
far as the agrarian problem is considsrad, he ad-
voeates the residential landiord system, paviog full
attention to the external aad internal improva-
ments of the farm and the agricultural industry.
The cultivation of trees in waste areas, for fuel
purpases, the improvement of agricultural mathods |
and co-operation with the Agricultural Daoart-
ment of the Government, are the. duties he outiines
for tae landlords, These sho ald be helped by trained
and honest agents in the mapagement of their
estates, The intervantion of the Government to
ocheock illegal practices of landlords and their agenta
till the time of organisation of peasant unions,
which would result as soon as they are sufficontly
eduocated, the compulsory use of srinted rent-receipt
forms, the extension of cooupanoy righta to under-
tenants, the reduction of the evils arising out of
the barga system, the reduction of tenures, th®
starting of co-operative societies, the formation
of a land mortgage bank, the ereation of ruaral
leaders, the remedying of the defecta of the lacal
administrative uaits, propsr financial provision
for these looal self-goveraing units, the instituting
of proper land-reoorda staff for making land garvey
and keeping a recozd of rights, free primary eduoca-
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tional syatem, practical agricultural education,
medical reliaf, and good veterinarv treatment for
the qualitative improvement of cattle, the eradica.
tion of water hyncinth, the use of improved seeds,
the cultivation of new cropsas the potato, the sugar-
¢ane, the employment of the ryots’ spare time in
subsidiary industriee such as weaving, the starting
of more caftle farms, the adoption of scientifio
agriculture, the use of manures and the co-opera-
tion of agricultural associations in the matter of
improved seed farms are some of the remedies
advoaated for the improvement of the agricultural
wealth, bealth and happiness of the people,

An examination of the existing conditions and
the remedies which are beirg worked out warrant
bim to infer that the present economic evolution is
slowly tending to approximate the conditions of
life of the people of the Delta tothose of the Waat-
ern countries. It is not oply true, then, that their
remedier would be applicable to our conditions, but
the plea to develop a separate Indian Politieal Eco-
nomy is based on frlse and inexaet premiges. The
author hopes that from a study of the economiec
history of the western countries practicable 1e-
medies can ba devised for increasing the matarisl
prosperity of the people, In addition to this, some
of the migeries of the transition can be avoided
by such an intelligent procedure.

The book is an exeellent survey ot high value.
Throughout, the descriptions are detailed and ths
processes of reatoning are clear and interesting and
not unduly technical. Every bookshelf on rural
eoonomy of India ought to possess a copy of this
book and it need not be stated that the Royal Com-
mission on Agriculture would endorse a good mauny
of his intelligent sueggestions elaborated in such
minute detail without obtrusive opinions, any
heaviness, or repulsive absiractness, It would be
useful for the student, the research scholar, and the
statesman. A useful index and a crifical biblio-
graphy at the end highten the value of the book
and add materially to its usefulness. We have to
congratulate the Calcutia University for making
such encyclopaedic information available at
such a low price as five rupees.

B, RAMACHANDRA RATU.

VISHNU PURAN.
VISHNU PURAN—A SUMMARY. By Rev. J.

M. MACFIE, M. A. ( The Christian Literature

Scciety for India, Madras, ) 1926. 818 x 514,

pp. L98. Re 2-8,

THIS summary (with introduction and notes ) is
well worth reading. A non-Hinda would very
easily be able to know one of the best and most
authoritative Purans. The learned author has
taken pretty good care to bring out what is best
and mlso whatis * worst” (absard, grotesque )in
this Puran. He appreciates the holy character of
a real devotee (3% ) of Vishnu, He has a good
word to say about Rama, the son of Dasharatha.
A good nice summary of the Sankhye system of
Philosopby and a lucid account of the six books
fn the Puran are algo given.

Tarning now from Caesar sober to Caesar
 bimssed, I find that the poor Vishnu Puran is
hard hit by the author, unwittingly or otherwise,
He does not probably know that & Puran as such
is no history, that it records traditions and current
rituals, manners and customs, that it is never ocit-
ed as an authority by a rational thinker. The
blemishes of inoonsistenoy, of grotesque exagger-
ation, &o. should and ought to have been takea at
their true value.

But I cannot understand the author's mise
understanding ** Pantheiara ” of the Puran. Pane
theism is in the first place a mispomer. Leav-
ing this aside and taking it even ab ita Christian
value, I find that the term is persistently mis-
nunderstood by our non-Hindu friends. The evol-
ver and the thing evolved being one and the same
would be a very bitter pill for s devout Christian
to swallow. But to a ewne Hindu, there is no in-
covgruity here. He rees and therefore knows that.
a spider is the evolver of his web as well as the
wab it-elf. It is high time for religious non-
Hindus to know that the sober Hindu religion is
purely monotheistic. The author himeelf seems
to be aware of this, but complains against the
previous history of Vishnu! Does the Supreme
Being base any history? I am not aware of a
previous history of tha Christian God.

Again, why cavil at incarnations? Every
living, and therefore vigorous, roeial organism has
to pass through epoch-making actions »nd re-
actior.s hrought on by over-foad or over-weak or-
ganes of Bsocciety. A Cesar, o Luther, a Bacon,.
a Napolean, a Shiwajee, 8 Museolini are correlative
checks arresting the mischievous growth of
exaggerated sentimen's and thoughts. Tbe leaders
of this evolution carrying on the wave of’
Reform are deservedly oalled great, nay to a
Hindu they are the inoarnations of the Napreme
Being. The ten Hindu incarnations may be consi-
dered to be the corrective assets of Reform. The
Matsya, Kurma &o. are the indicators of the
saveral stages of the onward marcbing evolution,.
tracing the growth in structure and fapotion of
the soul from fish t) the perfect man. Even the
great Buddba, a non-Vedic reformer, is pointed
as an .incarpation for tne simple reason that
he preached an uncompromising war against me-
chaniocal formularies and prop:gated ethical prin-
ciples ofa higher type. Wail! Gopal Krishna's.
* wild oats * are no doubt repuynant to a modern
Hindu aod hence he looks upon Vasudeo Krishna.
as the type cf perfect wisdom.

Lastly, transmigration is a necessity to an
honest Hindu teliever. He knows he iz a finite
being. He knows he is full of animated passions.
At the same time he hopes to ba blessed if he
walks in thought, speech and action, aloong the-
right path. The orderly progressive march of na-
ture and events compels him to admit the exis-
tonce of & benevolent Providenoe and yet he knows.
he would have to pass through the gates of death
many a time before na is perfectly purified by his-
own ¥4 { action ).

There is nothing ridiculous in this. Life, its
trials and tribulations are ordained for purifica-
tion. A Coristian may hope to pass from finite
to Infinity at one jump ( by what logie I do not
know ), but a Hindu sees no hope of achieving this
impossible feat,

In spite of all the short-comings of the book.
under review, it gives a general idea of the tradi-
tional ourrents of thought and aspirations of the

Hindus. C. G. BHANU.

SOQUTH INDIAN LIFE.
A BOOK OF SOUTH INDIA. By J, CHARTRES
MOLONY. {Methuen & Co. Litd , London.) 1926,
716 x 5. pp. 252. 7s. 6d.

MR. J. CHARTRES MOLONY enjoyed his stxy in
India and he wants to tell the world aboutit. In
the present instance the world he has in view is
:he English youtbs at the British Universities.
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Afrer the introduction of the Montford Reforms,
the Indian Civil Service became unpopular
amongst the students at the British Universitios.
“The Service was losing its attraction”. Whitehall
could roarcely subacribz to this view. On the other
hand it was very anxious that tio famo s “eteel.
frame” should be kept continually strengthened by
proper replacements of worn-out parts, It was
quite diseoucerting to see the interest in the Ind-
ian Civil SBervice wane day by day and something
had to be done to raevive it. Lord Meston was
ohosen to manage “the jsb" and he ret about to
advertise the Indian Ewpire in & thorough and
business-like manner.

Part of this compaiga seems to be the publica-
tion of books dealing with India written by those
who gerved in India. One such bok we think, is A
book of Scuth India.” Oane peculiarity of such
books is that the authors ralata their experiences, in
a more or less autobiographical manner. An Eung-
lish youth, on reading the book, may well may
“ what & pleasant thing it is to join the Indian
Civil SBervico ™.

Mr. Molony has written an excallent boock.
In & short prefacs he says: “I have striven to avoid
alike aggressive superivrity and effusive sympathy,
The general peopls of Sonth Tudia, the particular
persons whom [ have namad, I have taken very
much as I found them, I do not thiok that the
acoidents of race, religion, social position, have
ever influenced, much or at a!l, my likes and dis-
likes,” Kven a casual reading uf the book will bear
this out. Thereis a ring of sincerity throuzhout and
-even though we may not agree with Mz, Molony in
all that he says, we ara sure to respest his views.
The book is interesting, and more particularly the
chapterson Madras; First and Last Things ; Caste
and Indian Religions ; Administration of a city ;
certain personages of importance ; and South In-
dian Culture. To quote isolated passages is not to
do justice to Mr. Molony.

The book is written in a friendly spirit. Noth-
ing is condemned beoause it is Indian or Eastern,
and nothing is praised because it is English. The
humble olerk in his office, * whose power of sus-
tained and accurate work was well nigh incredi-
ble” receives a due share of Mr, Molony’s kindly
notioe, as much as Sir C. P, Ramaswami Iyer,
who ie “more likely to impress the dissriminating
few than to win the favour of the multitude” re-
ceives his ineed of admiration from the author-
That “brilliantly able man” and “a politioal
philosopher” Lord Pentland; “ the Nestor amoagst
the Municipal Councillors”, Sir P. Theagaraja
Chetty: T. Rangachari * the great lawyer’ Mr.
Yakub Hussan, “the geuneral grievance monger”
against British Government; the great linguist
A.C.Parthasarthi Naidu; the “very diligent and fair-
lxg:lindad " Muhammad Usman ; G. A. N2tesan who

wrote better than he spoke;’' the witty, good
bumoured and sincere Mrs. Besant; Sir Siva-
swami, “kindly ", “oourteous” and * Honoura-
ble ™ ; Sir Rajagopalachariar, “oae uf the ablest of
Civil Servants;" the witty, efficient and inoorrigi-
ble optimiet, T. Vijayaraghavaohari of Wembley
fame sud a number of other notable persons are
described by the muthor in vivid pen sketches,

The book is well written in an easy graceful
style. Tne sketoh map of South India inside the
oovar is agreat help to many. Wekaew of “Molony's
Mixture " (paze 143); but “ Molony's literary
mixture * is certainly a more welcome and stimu-
Inting tonio,

8. G. SASTRY,

ENGLISH POLITICAL ECONOMY. )

A SHORT HISTORY OF POLITICAL ECO-

NOMY IN ENGLAND. By L. L, PRICE, M, 4

( Methuen & Co. London ). 7% x5, pp. 201, 3a,
THE fact that this work has run into its twelfth
edition attests its wide popularity. 1t has indeed
been longz familiar to students of economios in
British Universities, though it is less ia vogue
amongst Indian students than it deserves to he,

The book takes note of every English econo-
mist beginning from Adam Smith and ending with
Arnold Toynbee. While avery eoonomist has been
mentioned, special atientioa has bean given
only to those masters whose work has mark-
od a distinot stage in the evolution of economio
thought, emphasizing what was individusl and
onaracteristic in the contribution of each, and
bringing out its relation to later developments o
economic theory. -

The first edition of the book saw the light of
day in 1890 and excluded from oconsideration the
work of the writers then living on the ground that
thoir labours had yet to be completed and Thorold
Rogers was omitted becanse he had only besn just
recently dead when this book was being written
and could not well be dealt wita ia a hurry. One
missies in the present edition this fulfilmens of
the implied promise that this work of so original a
thinker as Thorold Rogers would receive the place
it deserved in a book of this kind, especially as
sufficiant time has passed since his desth for a
oorrect estimate ot the value of his work to be at-
tempted.

When another edition of this book is called
for, as it we1l might be in the near future, it may
be hoped that the. author might be induced to
make good this omission and alss inolude in his
illaminating survey some of the old oaks that have
just recently fallen like Marshail and Edgeworth

G.B. J,

SHORT NOTICES.

THE FACTS OF INDUSTRY.( Maomillan & Co.

Ltd., London, ) 1926. 814 x5.4. pp. 62, 1a.
THIS exosllent litila brochure has besea published
with an eminently practical end in view. A
strong Committee of business men and econo-
mista has gone into the question of how a much
groater knowledge of the facts of industry would
help a nation. Economics has so far been only a
qualitative science-a soience indicating broad
tendencies rather than forecasting accurate results,
In matters economic it is difficult to expsriment
and difficult also to obtain accurate statistioal
information, There has been, however, of recent
years a considerable growth both in the accuracy
and the volume of the statistionl information. A
geoation in this book dealing with the A nerican
collection of industrial statistios shows how in
that country private and pablio authorities have
cooperated to collect a mass of useful and detailed
statistics bearing on industrial conditions. Toe
oase for publicity, as the committee aall it, is put
forward here on three distinot grounds: (i) ’I.'hat
such publicity will help to better the realtions
between employers and wage=~ earners in industry.
(i) That it will bhelp appreciably tolessen the
inteasity of depression and boom periods in an
industrial ovole § (iii) That it will lead to & better
distripution of national resources of ocapital in
different investments. The case un .all these oounts-.
is & very strong one and the committes have liitle
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difficulty in proving it. The obief merit of the

roport, however, lies in the detailed recommenda-

tions that the commitiees make as to the ways in
which the industriss and the various Government
departments can cooperate to bring about a better
statistical service in the U. K. The information
available about Indian industries is very meagre
indeed., 1t isonly on rare ocoasions-as when, an
industry applies for protection-that statistics in
detail are produced. But even tbhen, the ststistics
are neither continuous, nor, it would seem, very
aocurate. It is to be hoped that the publication
of this aulhoritative report will dispel tha natural
aversion of our industrialists to a publication of
the facts of industry.

D. R. GADGIL..

THE AMERICAN LABOUR YEAR BOOK, 1926.
{ Labour Research Department of the Rand
School of Social Science, New York ) T34 x 5.
pp. 571-

THIS is one of the few very useful annual publi-
cations regarding the labour movement in the
world. Itisa mine of information and siatistics
on the various aspeots of the subject. Naturally
it deals more in detail about American conditions,
but the part devoted to the outside world is
not quite negligible. It describes the world eco-
momio situation in brief and gives full particulars
regarding America. The present position of the
Trade Union Organisations, National and Inter-
national, in America, is fully dealt with and the
book gives a brief survey of the situation in every
countiy in the world. Labour Politics, Labour
Legislation, Labour disputes, Workers’ Eduocation
and Health, the Co-operative Movement, including
Barnkingand Stores, are given their-due place. There
is a obapter on the Public Ownership of Industries,
The volume also contains a bibliography of recent
publications on labour. It can be asserted withcu-
besitation that for a student of labour questions 1n
-the world the book is indispensable.

N. M. J.

The Servants of India Society’s
Fire Relief Fund.
( 3rd January to 7th February 1927.)

Lieut.-Col, H. H. The Maharaja of Dhar Ra 500
H. H. the Mahareia Saheb of Jodhpur " 500
Sir B. K. Bose, Nagpur {2nd instalment) ,, 500
The Hon. Mr. Ragbavendra Rao, Nagpur ,, 150
Mr. Ramlal Keshavlal Parikh, Petlad . 100
M. B. De, 1.C.S,, Nagpur ( 2nd instalment ) 100
Piwan Babadur C. Srikanteshwar Aiyar ,, 100
Shrimant The Chief Saheb of Akalkot " 100
Nawbab Niszuddin Khan, Nagpur " 100
Mr. C. M. Trivedi, 1.C.§, Nagpur ... " 50
Rao Saheb Karandikar and Friends, " 50
Mr. M. B. Niyogi, Nagpur " 25
M;:. B. B. Kekre, Asstt. Commissioner of

Income-Tax, Nagpur " 23
Mr. M, K. Golvalkar, M.L.C., Jubbulpore

{ 1ot inetalment ) ... ves » 25
Barder N. G. Vinohurkar, Nasik ... " 25

Mr, P. C. Misra, Faizabad »

25
Mr. G. 8. Sardésai, Kothapur " 10-
Mr. A. R. Sethi, Mubarakpur . " 5
Mr. Bhalchandra N, Mathur, New Dalhi ,, 2

Total... Rs. 2.292

Total amount realised to-iate... Rs. 1,30,648-0-1

BNOKS RECEIVED.

MARX, LENIN, AND THE SCIENCE OF REVOLUTION.
By EASTMAN, ( George Allen & Unwin Ltd., London. )-
1926, 74 x 5, pp. 267. 7s. 6d.

CHAMPIONS OF PEACE. By HERE SPaUL. ( Gecrge.
Allen & Uawin Ltd., Londoa. ) 1926. 74 x 5. pp. 112. 34, 6d..

THE INDUSTRY AND TRADE OF JAPAN. By S. UYEHARA..
( P. 8, King & Son, Ltd., London. ) 1926. 8fx5}. pp. 326.
15s.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR-BOOK OF AGRICULTURAL
LEGISLATION, XV ¥our--1925, { International
Institute of Agriculture, Rome. ) 1926. 9}x 6}, pp. 1104,
12s. 6d.

GREEK REFUGEE SETTLEMENT. ( League of Nations,
Information Section, Geneva. ) 1926. 9 x 6. pp. 216. 2. 6de.

GENERAL STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS8. Vol. I,
part, I. (Third Edition.) ( Government of India, Centra
Publication Branch, Calcutta,) 1926, Rs, 6-8-0,

pciptot pers oot fofct—coe ftoslroothma fome o froilt--
HIGH INTERESTING NOVELTY FOR

LADIES,

“ The Fairy of the Home ". Original Hand Embroi-
dery Machine. Latest Model of . Precision. Simple but
ingeniously constructed. Is a practical means for _the
production of magnificient, singularly plastic embroide-
ries of every description. Every lady can decorate l.zer
home in an artistic manner, or can earn money. Price
Rs. 3/- Postage, etc. free. Needles, wools, frames and
soigsors, patterns, etc, also in stock at cheaper rates.
Special concession for wholesale dealers.

H. S.Khosla & Co.
Sole Agents for India,
Outside Shahalmi Gate, LAHORE.
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Rs. 1,42,00,000 !

We are sending sway this amount of money

every year to foreign Countries for import of Soaps.
Enlightened Opinion Alone can help to keep this |,
money in the Country. Every educated man who [§.
prefers a foreign soap to one of Indian make is helping
foreign manufactures and not giving & decent chance R
to Jocal industries. Every patriot buys only Swadeahi
products. The Goverument Soap Factory, Banglore
manufactures some of the finest soaps in the w:orld.
Try s tablet of Mysore Sandal Soap #nd judge
yourself. If you find difficulty to obtam it, let us
know. We shall see that you get In your own
favorite shop.

Government Soap Factory,
Bangalore.

Prinsted at the Aryabhushan Press, Houte

and published at the “ Servant of India ** Office, Bervanta o

No. 681, Budhwar Petb, Poona City, by Anant Vinayak Patvardban

{ India Society’s Home, Bhamburda, Poona City,

by Shridhar Ganesh Vase.



