Editor: V. 'S, SRINIVASA SASTRI.

Vox,. L, No. 44.]

POONA—-THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1918.

I A@Nﬁ&l. SpusK. : R&

" CONTENTS.

- . PAGE,
ToPICE OF THE WEEX -, - — 5(?9
ARTIOLE :—

_Prﬂmﬁpti‘n s " e 012
SPECIAL ARTIOLES &~

The Delhl Congress. Byl’!inolml?.-? :

. Patsnjpye - 518

The Indusiries Commission'a Report.n-lv By L. B
India’s War Finance and Pesee Timse Preblems,—

514

V. By Prof. V.@, Kale . 515
LETTERS FROM THE PROVINCES:—
Madras e - - 517
Uaited Provinces .. e o we 518
CORRESPONDENCE v
The Scale of Wagenon Test Wonhl.
BELBOTION :~ ) ‘
‘President Wilson snd Indisn Reforme ... ~ 819

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE Servants of India Society has decided to
allow its members, if free {0 leave their places, to
attend the: ensning Congress sesaion, and ths
President will himself attend. It will be remem-
bered that when we firet announced the decision
of the Society to abstain from the special sessiom
we were careful fo say that the abstention was
from that sessiononly and not from the Congress
organization. We added that we continued to bse
Congressmen and should greatly grieve to be ex-
cluded from the national movement. Mr. Sastri
in his subsequent speeches has emphasised this
position, and the decision now announced is in
accordance with it.

L Y » _ ‘

"THIS, of co{use, involves no change in our
views regarding the reform scheme or other vital
'guestions of the day. Nor do we cease to belong

, %o the Moderate party. Wae continye. to hold tha¢
the best interests «of the country require that we
should aceord a general support tothe underlying
principles of the scheme and then proceed fo sug-
gest.the improvements that we may consider
mecessary for its complete success. The (Jonferenep
of Moderates has fulfilled this important purpose
for which it came into being: the expression in
emphatic and unequivocal language of the favour-

\ able opinion held by that party of the reform

scheme and the statement of the modifications
conformable fo the deolaration of August 1917 and

necessary to make the scheme fully and enthusias- |

tically acoeptable to the country. The scheme yot
peeds influential support, and the Moderates may
have to meel in separate conference fo re-firm
their support. But the guestion of attendanes at
fuiyre sessions of the Congressis entirely different
and (we are of thLe opinion that it is best that
Moderates attended in numbers -and, ss opporty-
nity offered, put their view befare the Congress
pnd voted uwrdmgly
™ » »

_ALTHODG:E. mo doubt, English opinion in .fa-
wour of the scheme will receive a strong accession
of power by the support expreesed in the Mode.

rate Conference, we cannot be owerspre thaf the
seheme will go through Parliament or will pot
mndergo any whittling down. Further stages of
reform mey  require upited action, - and this fg
posgible only in ithe Congress.. It iy neeessary,
thereforae, that the Congress should be kept alive
on a national basis, embracing all sections of Indian
politionl thought which are constitutional and pro-
gresaive. The entire withdrawal of the Moderate
party will deprive the movement of a degree of
influence and power with Government and the
people alike, greatly disproportionate ¥ 4 the
actual number of adherents that it lost. The.
Moderates, on their part, must definitely make up
their minds to remain within the Congress fold, if
they would acquire influence in the Congress once
again. They can of course 'retain and solidify
their party organisation, but that must be without
prejudice to the integrity of the Congress. They
will then be a party within the Congress and
not without, .

L3 * *

THE events of the last few weeks in Bombay,
it must be confessed, must have jmpressed some.
minds with the conviction that reason has not -
much chance in the Congress. The unintelligent
ery of self-determination and appeal to Presr
dent ‘Wilson must have deepened the conviotion m

| many. It may be that the prinocipal movers in

these matters will play a serious part in the Con-
gress and compel Moderates to assume the atti-
tude of -a regular opposition, which will be most
unfortunate., But this ‘unpleasantness must be
faced, if it becomes unavoidable. On the other
hand, oor participation in the Congress will help to
win over many sensible and sober Congressmen.
Thus, all things considersd, we think it the right

policy, in the interests of the country, that the

Moderates should as a party re-enter the Congress

o1
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and try to influence its proceedings as far as it

may be possible,
- L ]

DOES Government realise any profit on rice
shipped from Burma into India ? The Hon'ble Mr.
Belvi asked at a meeting of the Bombay Legisla-
tive Council on December 9 whnether it was true
that Government sold rice imported from Rangoon
into Bombay at a profit of Rs. 5 or so per bag to
people in the mofussil, and Government could
answer, with a clear conscience, that the sugges-
tion was unfounded, since it handed over rice im-
ported by them to wholesale dealers at cost price.
But the profiteering; if it exists, may assume a
different shape from the one ocontemplated in Mr.
Belvi's question. Has not Government increased
the freight to such a height ag to enhance the cost
of rice approximately to the figure mentioned by
‘Mr. Belvi? Dr. P. J. Mehta of Rangoon has as-

.gerted in the Rangoon Ma¢l that it has. * The
freight,” says he, * charged -by Government some
time before the war used to range from Rs. 6 to
Rs. 8 per ton. This year it is Rs. 35 per 'ton, the
highest imaginable. So for every ton-of rice the
Government ships, or allows merchants to ship,
to Bombay, according to mewspaper reports, it
makes a profit of about Rs. 45, and that out of the
miseries of the starving poor.”” The result of this
- ds, socording to Dr. Mehta, that the price of rice
has risen by about Rs. 4 per bag of about twe
Bengal maunds. The 97,000 tons of Burma rice
awhich the Bombay Government has so far shipped
or is shipping will alone leave it a profit, it is
computed, of some forty lakhs of rupees, and as se-
vera) times this quantity will have to be shipped
during  the .present trouble, the resulting gain is
on=l§9 to be imagined. If the facts are as they are
here represented, Government is guilty of profiteer-
dpg on a colossal scale. Aninstant explanation of
#the real state of things ought to be publlshed by
Government,
- K »

DR. MEHTA, in his communifation pleads
earnestly for a reduction of freight on Burma rice
%o the pre-war rates. If on railways Government
allows a concessionary rate of one-fourth for the
carriage of fodder and food grains in famine times,
he cannot understand, as no reasonable person
can, why rice should not be allowed to be shipped

from Burma at the old rate. It is urgently neces-
sary that Government should remove popular
‘misconceptions, if any, on this subject, or, for its
good name, immediately mend matters, if it has
actually made such a drastic increase in freight.

» » -»

THE announcement of the [intention of- the
Government of India to proceed with the proposed
-Excess Profits Bill has evoked a good deal of hos-
tilg oriticism among mercantile and manufactur-
ing circles. It was obviously a temporary war

- measure snd was avowedly designed to enable
Government to meet the additional military ex-

penditure for which it had undertaken the respon-
sibility last September. Hostilities having ceased,
it is thought the need for the tax also ceases.
Besides, the unexpectedly early conclusion of the
armistice brought down the prices of oloth and
other commodities to a dangerously low level, from
the point of view of several dealers who were
consequently “ threatened with ruin.” Under these
oircumstances it is contended that the proposed im-
position of the excess profitatax isunnecessary and
is calculated, if persisted in, to prove detrimental to
the progrees of Indian trade aud industries, We'
have no reason to think that Government will ve
impressed with these arguments and will give up
its idea of raising additional revenue, which it bad-
ly wants, by means of an excess profits tax. The
finanecial liabilities of Government have been re-
duced by the armistice, but they have not disap-
peared. Ifs resources will continue to be severely
strained in the near future and the demand upon
them will be heavy. There is hardly any other
source of revenue which may be effectively tapped
and it.is not possible for Government to part
with this prospactxve means of augmenting its
resoutces. 'Thoase who will be subjected to the
impost must bear in mind that it is a sacrifice
negessitated by India’s valuable contribution to
the victory of the Allied cause and as such must -
be cheerfully shouldered in spite of the hardship it

may cause.
L} [ ] [ ]

- WHAT will be the position of Indian exchange?
The London Times points out that the urgency of
the demand for rupees is less acute owing to the
Allied victory and the -reduction of exports, due
also fo the unsatisfactory condition of the mon-
soon. But it is difficult to say whether the re-
duced demand for rupees will lower the exchange.
The principle on which Government have scted in
this matter appears to us to have been, on the
whole, sound, viz, that the Seoretary of State
would not sell rupees at & loss arising out of the
high price of silver, and would regulate the rate
of his bills by the price of that metal. We have
huge funds accumulated in London, and Govern-
ment can calmly face any adverse conditions that
may arise in the near future. It will not be pro-
fitable to discuss whether the exchange should be
sllowed to remain at its present level or should be
lowered to its former rate, as this wiil depend upon
a variety of factors which are uncertain at this
moment. In the meantime, Government have
recently taken power to raise the limit of the in-

' vested portion of the Paper Currency Reserve by

14 crores, and the total circulation has risen to
148 crores. The future is yet full of uncertainties,
and Government will have to tread warily till
their feet are planted on firm ground again.

» . -

WE notme that: Mr. R. G. Pradhan, the well-
known publicist of Maharashtra, puts & new gloss -
upon the resolution of the special Congress on the'
reform scheme in his magazine;the Bhigrata Sevaka.
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Aocoriiing to him, the resolution, although con-

demnatory in appearance, essentially supports the -

scheme. Itis wrong to think, he says, that the

scheme is unacceptable to the Congress; on the’

contrary, it is acceptable. Only the Congress gave
its support to the proposals in an indirect manner,
whereas the Conference adopted the more direct
and downright method. Mr. Pradhan thinks that
in essence the position of all parties on this matter
is the same, viz., that all accept the scheme and
call for certain amendments, and the misappre-
hension, which is widespread, that the pro~osals
ara‘unacceptable to the Congress, is due in part at
least to what he calls the ‘unstatesmanlike’ utter-
ances to that effect of some nationalist leaders
like Mr. Tilak, which again were respomsible, in
the opimion of Mr. Pradhan, for the abstention of
the Moderate party from the special Bombay ses-
sion. He appeals to the Moderates to rejoin the
Congrese st Delhi, and to the Congress leaders to

frame the resolution on reforms in such a way as '
to be entirely acceptable to all the parties—an

If there is

appeal in which the Tribune also joins.
a substantial unanimity of views on the reforms,
as is here contended, it should not baffle the efforts
of the Congress to express it in terms which all
parties can fully endorse. This indeed will be the
test of the unity which is said to exist, MF Pra-
dhan also suggests—and the Tridbune wholehearted-
ly agrees—that a deputation representative of all
parties should be sent to England, which again will
depend upen the resolution the Congress will adopt
on the reform proposals.

- - L 2

THE campaign of proseription which the na-
tionalist leaders have been conducting against the

Moderates in most provinces has met with - a

severe condemnation at Mr. Pradhan's hands, and
newspapers like the Tribune and the Searchlight
echo the sentiments. But at no time was intoler-
anceshownin a more undisguised manner than at
the last meeting of the Bombay Provincial Con-
gress Committee. The nationalists were then re-
minded of the glaring inconsistency between their
professions as to unity and their acts, upon which’
Mr. Horniman clearly indicated the nature of the
unity he and his fellow-nationalists desired. He
said in as many words.that he wished for that
unity which would result from there remaining
{only one party—the left wing—in the Congress;
,he did not want the Moderates there at a.ll
» » *

' THE Tribune has done well to expose the se-
"rious confusion of thought lurking behind the
suggestion of the Mahratta that the Delhi Congress
"should put forward a demand that the prineiple. of
salf-determination shall be applied to India. This

. phrase, as we have repeatedly said, has been va-

-riously interpreted, and the interpretations vary
widely ; but the suggestion of the Mokratta implies,
if words have any meaning, that the oﬂ‘imal scheme
should be abandOned in favour of 8 new scheme

which the Congress and the Muslim League are
apparently to be invited to draw up which the
(Government must carry into effect. The Tribune
well reminds the writer that the Congress and the
Léague“rapresent only a section, though an impor-
tant one, of Indian opinion, and that the Gongress-
League scheme prepared in 1916 was only meant
for the consideration of the Government and so
cannot serve the purpose intended by him. Apart
from the fact that such a proposal, if pressed,
will only postpone reforms, the Tribune shows how
it will present our political bodies i an unfavour-
able light if they were to changé their attltude

every three months
. » ™

IF the British Government is not committed to
the particular reform proposals put forward by
the Secretary of State, is it at any rate committed
to ocarry through an equivalent measure of re-
form? This question - arose in the course 'of the
recent debate in the House of Lords. The Under-
Secretary of State rebutted the objection raised by
Lord Midleton pud others by saying that the publ

‘cation of thesTeforms report or the sending out

of the committees did not by itself mean.that

‘Government could not withdraw from the propos-

als embodied in the report if they did not recom-
mend themselves to it or if an alternative scheme
is found preferable. The Marquess of Crewe,
however, remarked that there was an- element of
truth in this observation, but it was not the whole
truth. Although, conceivably, he said, * all-the
details of the raport might be altered—it might be
scrapped in most parts—yet at the same time the
standard of advance which is indicated in the re-'
port is one which yoy will have somehow to
attain. I do not think that it is possible to dis-
appoint India by substituting something far less
liberal in terms than this report, even though the
details of what you promise and finally give may
be in many respects different. ” It is gratifying to
learn that the leading British statesmen - consider
themselves pledged, at all events, to the quantum
of reforms contained in the present echeme, though
Indmns want it enlarged :
* *

EVEN the Amrzta Bazar Patrzka is prepared to
acknowledge so much. in favour of the Montagu-
Chelmsford proposals that they * offer us... consi-
derable influence in the management of our inter~
nal administration in the provinces.” Thus the
Hindu is of all Indian newspapers singular in its '
opinion that the proposals as regards provincial
Governments are retrograde, as it Is singular in
its opinion that India in her present condition of
subjection must accept * reforms,” which are
not only imperfect and meagre. but distinotly

. reactionary.

WHNTED

Agents to sell ‘copies of this paper at dxﬁerent.-p!a.eu in
Indis, For terms, write to1—= -

THE MANAGER,- '
The Servant of lndia, l?oona eity.
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PROSCRIPTION !

IN the later days of the Roman Republic, when the
true democratic instinct was already gone and
the coming of the Empire was in sight, the definite
success of any one of the individuals or parties
that were fighting for power was always marked
by a series of proscriptions. Thus Marius, Sulla,
Antonius, Augustus, and others were each respon-
gible for more or less extensive proscriptions. In
the days of the last triumvirate, one of the trium-
virs had to sacrifice his brother, ancther a cousin,
while the third escaped lightly by sacrificing his
friend Cicero to the hate of Antonius. The policy
of proscriptions marks assuredly the decay of the
true republican or democratic spirit. In India this

democratio spirit does not exist in any strength. It

is yet in its infancy,but the guardians—self-styled
though they may be—of thisnew-born spirit do not
wish & long life to the infant; at least their actions
are sure to end its existence if the large sensible
majority are not active and do not take the guar-
dianship out of their handa.

The events that have been agitating Bombay
during the last three weeks furnish ample justifi-
cation for this gloomy prophesy. was not a
question of a memorial to Lord Willingdon only.
That was only the proximate cause. Thers might
have been honest difference of opinion about the
propriety of apublic memorial tothelate Governor.
‘These things have to be taken in their accepted
meaning, and not in their liferal sense. How
often have party organisations undertaken to
speak on behalf of the whole public? But it
does. not follow that their opponents go and
wrock such meetings. The only correct way of
opposition would have been to make your protest
in the press as strongly as possible and to held
a counter-demonatration in some other placa.
Neutral observers would havejudged for themselves
the weight to be aitached to each demonstration
and not taken at its face value the claims made by
either party. If, when a meeting of the citizens of
Bombay is called for a particular purpose,
even a single citizen of Bombay were to oppose
that purpose, the question may be raised on any

and every oceasion. To pass a loyalty resolution

-would be a political problem if even one citizen in
his heart is of anarchical views. To praise the
work of the volunteers at the time of the influenza

_epidemic would be & controversy of the rankest
kind to one who may believe that such epidemics
ars naturd’s methods of solving the population
problem and that it is & sin to eppose God's will.
And even My, Hornimsn has not probed the heart
of every one of over &4 million of Bombay’s inhabi-
tants to make sure that there is none such.

One may also ask: What right has the Con-
gress to use the word “rational” ? Nobody has taken
& plebiscite of over three hundred million Indians.
The Muslim League has in the .opinion of & Jarge
npumber of Muslims usarped the name " Muslim,”
and they claim that the vast majority of that faith

in India do not ‘ toe the line' to Messrs. Jinnah,
Hasan Imam and Mazhr-ul-Haque. When three
vears ago an attempt in the true Herpiman-
Jamnadas-Jinnah style was made lo protest
against this uvsurpation, the Bombay Chronicle it~
self was strong-——and at that time rightly strong-—
in protesting. Mr. Horniman is the head of a
Humanitarian League in Bombay. What right
has he to use the word Humanitarian, says one
who does not believe in the methods of the orga-
nisers of Pinjarapoles to relieve broken-down eat-
tle at the expenss of the useful ones ? But it wenld
not justify the holder of these views to organiae
his followers and to break up the meetings of the
Humanitarian League.

. The incidents at the last meeting of the Bom-
bay Provincial Congress Committee show the
height of intolerance of which the so-called na-
tionalists are capable. A new prineciple is being
apparently laid down that the qualifioation for mem-
bership of the Congress is not the acceptande of the
creed, but the aceeptance of Hornimanism and

. Jinnah-ism. Every ohe who does not bend the

knee to Mr. Jinnah or does not offer incense at the
shrine of Mr. Horniman is to be ousted out of the
Congreas fold. Thus Mr. 8. R. Bomanji who till
recently was a persona gratissima to the Home
Rule Leaguers has fallen out with them on the
point of the Willingdon memorial and ‘has made
some charges against the motives of the anti-
memorialists aud the methods of the Home Rule
Leaguers. We are told that these charges are
to be the subject of proceedings in a court of
law, but before the courts pronounce a decisionthe
Provincial Congress Committee wishes to take the
mutter in its own hands and decide not to elect
him as a delegate although he is still a member of
the All-India Congress Committee. Jiven assum-
ing that the allegations made by Mz, Bomanji are
proved to be libellous in court, we have still to
learn that the Congress is to ban everybody who
makes libellous statements against anybody else.
If that were 50, Mr. Tilak himself who once suffer-
ed imprisonment for libel would be equally disqua~
lified. Not that Home Rule Leaguers cherish a
puritanical intolerance towards lapses of private
morality. All that they care about is that nobody
should have the courage to expose the H. R.
League idols. Hence it is that even the orsed of
the Congress may now be signed with a mental
reservation, but a word against Messrs. Horniman.
& Co., is to be met with instant proscription.
Lucky that this firm is not yet all-powerful in the
country; otherwise this proscription may take the
form of the Roman proscription under which any-
body was at full liberty to kill the proseribed in-
dividual. 'We wonder whether Mrs. Besant her-
self, who in language but thinly veiled considers
thé anti-memorial agitation as childish and absurd,
will not fall a vietim to this proscription epidemic
sooner ot later. Lot those who are now busy driv-
ing their opponents out of publlc life beware. For
the history of Rome and the history of the Reign
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«of Terror tell us that the men who for a time run
-a proscription campaign jointly fall out in a short
time and the fate of Marius, Antony, Marat and
Robespierre may be a wholesome wq.rnmg' to our
political Jacobins of Bombay. .
Sir Narayan Chandavarkar who was appomtad
~Chairman of the ProvincialCongress Committee has
also incurred the wrath of our Jacobins and they,
led by the redoubtable Venkat Ram, have resolved
“to dismiss him from the chairmanship. The grava-
men of the charge against him is a certain speech
made in Calcutta when the question of a separate
- ¢anference was being discussed. We never knew
that it was high treason to join any other orga-
.nisation designed to forward the aims of the
Congress as defined in its creed. If that were so,
-all the Home Rule Leaguers had joined such an
organisation before the H. R. League was recog-
-nised by the Congress, and it was pouring daily
-showers of contempt and obloquy on the Congress
-as it was then directed, Taking even the case of
the special session of the Congress, abstention can
hardly mean losing the membership of the Con-
-gress, for if that were logically interpreted it meant
that all Indians but the five thousand or so that
assembled at Bombay in September last are not
-of the Congress party. The recent antics at Bom-
"-bay only show to what depths our public life in
this country is fast falling. The spirit of pros-
cription, Jacobinism, or Bolshevism, call it what
.you will, is very catching. You can introduce the
virus' of any of these plagues into the society
asily enough, but it is not so easy to get rid
-of {it, once it gets a good hold over ‘the whole
-body politic.

THE DELHI €CONGRESS.
"To attend or not to attend the Delhi Congress, is
the question before many Moderates. in India.
‘Though personal difficulties do not allow me to be
}present, I have given much thought to this ques-
tion as the arguments are not all on one side. On
.behalf of non-attendance it is contended that a
a demonstration of the existence of an influential
party in India that on the whole supports and
welcomes the Montagu-Chelmsford proposals,
that is not keen on finding differences of opinion
with Government though ready, when necessary, to
denounce any reactionary measures or policy, that
1 always relies on method.s of strictly constitutional
, agitation and does not resort to invective and mig-

-xopregentation as its daily food, and finally that is

-ready to give full credit for good intentions to the
British democracy and even to some members of
the bureaucracy in India, is one of incalculable
value in the progress of India. Also the way-
wardness of some of the prominent members of the

-8o-oalled extremist party, the occasional violence
of theirmethods of agitation, their unwillingness to
dissociate themselves unequivocally from agitators
-of amore extreme type, their tendency not to tolerate

any difference of opinion as in the recent vote of

<ensure on Sjr Narayan Ohandavarkar, their absurd

hero-worship which is altogether inconsistent
with the true spirit of demooracy, their continued
laudation of the old regime and indifference or
even opposition to all reform but political (except
in the case of a few individuals in that party), all
these make co-operation with them a matter of
great difficulty. On the other hand, a _palpsble
demonstration of the cleavage of opinion having
once been made, it is contended, a permanent split
is hardly yet oalled for. When India beoomes
fully self-governing, two parties may be DeCessary
in the country just as His Ma;esty 8 Opposition is
gaid to bs an informal, though integral, eonstituent
of the English body politic, and it may then happen
that the Congress machine may be allowed to be
captured for good by one set of opinions. Till then
it is suicidal to hand over the whole organisation
to the extremist party. Many may be there at
present whose mental outlook is moderate and
who, with a little lead, may be brought round if
they come into intimate touch with responsible
moderate opinon. For reasons of sentiment it
may be that these men are not prepared to leave
their old Congress. The presence of the Moderate
leaders may serve as a rallying point for them.
Moderate views have now-a-days not much
chance of being heard, Again even extremist
views may be perceptibly moderated by continual
contact with moderate opinion. Witneas the com-
parative mildness of the resolutions at the Special
Congress, which may perhaps have been due
to the presence of a few Moderates. If one is to
go there he should go there simply fo set forth his
views on the biggest rostrum, to try to convert the
public to one's own views, and in any case to give
expression to one’s own-opinion by a minority vote,
if necessary. This, of course, impliea that one
would receive decently considerate treatment. If

‘that is not forthcoming, if there is any bodily
violence or even personal abuse or palpably unfair
“use of the power of the majority and

* the arro-
gance of numbers, ” then one would be justified in
cutting oneself adrift for ever from the Congresa.
In such a case the extremist party would damn
itself in the eyes of the demoracies of the world.

It is difficult to strike a balance between these
opposing views. But if one is determined to keep
his position perfectly clear and preserves at the
same time the separate Moderate organisation in
vigorous existence, some good may perhaps coma
out of again taking part in the Congress. No evil
will at any rate result from such a course. Thae
fact that our friends in England like Dr. Clark
and Mr. Polak are giving the same advice might
also be allowed to weigh somewhat in coming to
a positive conclusion on this question, *To attend
or not to attend.

R. P. PARANJPYE.

Notice to Contributors. -

¥he Editor cannot undertake to return rejected
MSS. or any other contributions sent to him.
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THE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION'S REPORT. -

IV.

THE fourth chapter is devoted to “ Industrial de-
fieioncies of India.” “The list of industries,
which, though their products are espential alike
. in peace and war, are lacking in this country, is
lengthy and ominous.” Thus say the commis-
sioners and those who carefully read this chapter
or those who without reading it have studied for
themselves -all these industrial deficiencies will
not consider these remarks in any way extra-
vagant.

Referring to the shyness of capital for modern
enterprises, the Report says, “ Important minor
jndustries have been almost entirely neglected,
partly through the ignorance nf the country’s
yesources in raw materials, but.mainly because
commercial firms have prosperedtoo well along
conservative and stereotyped lines to trouble about
undeveloped industries with uncertain prospects.”
The question naturally.arises * why is, then, this
ignorance of country's resources?” The only
answer is that Government have not been doing
their duty in the matter. It is lonly recently that
the Geological Department began its survey on
correct lines, but even’'the reports of that depart.
ment are neither written in a popular style nor
published in a form likely to attractithe reading
public. They are fairly good enough as works of
reference for intending industrialists but if
they are to dispel ignorance, the surveys must
be detailed ones and of practical utility and the
reports must be written in & much more popular
style than is the case at present. Some years back,
1 saw a book giving a chart comparing the mate-
tial resources of various countries. I very weil
remember my friend who brought this book to my
notice telling me, “ What is the guod of talking
of the industrial development of India when her

material resources are poor?” That friend is now,

managing one of the largest and most important
new industries in this country. I have quoted this
‘instance to show that not only is there an ignor-
ance about the material resources, but there is, or
at least was a few years back, information about it
of a very misleading nature, The absence of in-
_formation of commercial value regarding fresh
products has been noted in & previous chapter as a
doficiency, and I therefore, refer to it here. Reme-
dies to meet this deficiency are suggested later on,
and I shall speak about them when I come to the
chapter onCommercial and Industrial Intelligenco.
The first feeling that one has on reading this
chapter is that the Government have not till the
beginning of the war given seriocus attention to the
ways and means of starting new industries in this
country or keeping the old onesa alive. Though
this attitude may partly be due to the adoption of
our economic laissez faire policy by all parties' in
England, there is no doubt that it was also due to
the Government being more under the influence of
the manufacturers and exporters in England, who

wanted to create markets for their wares, sven iff
in doing 8o the indigenous industries were ruined = -
I will not go to the length of saying that the
ruination of indigenous industries was the ulterior-
aim of these merchants. The second feeling of
the reader is likely to be that of depression lead--
ing almost to pessimism at seeing the great lee-way
the country has to make up if it is to come indus-
trially in line with other advanced countries. The
effort will have to be very strong, whole-hearted
and persistent, for we will have not only to come-
up to the present level of their industrial develap--
ment, but to the level which these countries will
go up to by that time. For this purpose there-
must be co-operation between capital, brains, and
labour, and also between these and the Government:-
whose sole end and aim must be to put this ooun-
try in the front rank of industrially progressive
countries. The work of bringing about such oo-
operation will tax to the utmost the energies and-
intelligence of the most capable and sympathetic
minister for industries that we are likely to have.
For the facilities of trade and commerce, it
wan considered desirable to have increased .the-
mileage of Railways, but no attempt was made to
build up industries here for the manufacture of rails-
and other materials, as well as wagons etc. As a
result, we were dependent on foreign companies-
for the supply of these materials, and the more-
miles of railways were constructed, the greater
was the demand for these materials and the greater
the work given to the foreign manufacturers.
Some of the ultra-nationalists have been so much
frightened by this increasing dependence on.
foreign imports of railway materials and other
machinery and chemicals, that they have publicly
expressed their opinion against any development
of the material resources by foreign machinery,

" unless the country is in a position not only to-

repair waste but to manufacture pew machines.
to replace the old ones. Their voice was not
heard either by oapitalists or the Government and:
as a result, there was likely to be a break-down in

many industries on account of the stoppage of
foreign machinery during the War. Fortunately-
there was one industry started a fow years back

by the Tatas under the advice and the guidance of
the then Head of the Geological Department—Sir

Thomas Holland—which has reached the stage of”
development when it can be of great help in suck
a contingency. The assistance rendered by the
Tata Iron and Steel Company by supplying rails-
not only for use in this country, but in Mesopota-

mia, Egypt and other places has been publicly

recognised by the highest authorities. There is a.
probability of a large number of subsidiary indus-~

tries being started round about the Company’s.
works at Sakchi, that wiil remedy many of the
deficiencies noted in Chapter IV,

The first deficiency noted in this chapter ie-
about the equipment required for the manufacture
of railway wagons etc. and textile machinery.
The new carriage and wagon factory to be esia-
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blished at Sakchi will meet the first requirement,
while the seocond need will be met by the starting
of a factory for the manufacture of textile machi-
nery either at Sakchi or at Bombay. Similarly
arrangements have been made for the esta-
blishment of a factory for the manufacturas

- of agrioultural implements and tea-machi-
nery in the near future to meet the grow-
ing requirements of agriculture and the tea
industry. Most of these factories will be
managed by English firms who are speoialists in
tha Jine, but the capital required for these will be
rupee capital raised in India, and let us hope, subs-
oribed for mainly by Indians. There are some
persons who do not like to see such. factories start-
od under foreign management, and who would go
‘on the present lines till a sufficient number of
Indians have been trained to start and manage

- such concerns. In spite of certain disabilities un-
der which Indians labour in concerns managed by
non-Indians, I would welcome the establishment
of such factories by Englishmen (I include Sootch-
men and Welshmen and Irishmen in this term),
than wait for an indefinite number of years for the
training of Indians for this class of work. My
Jreasons in this attitude are (1) that as a result of
Indians shedding their blood for the Empire on the
fields of France, Egypt and Mesopotamia there will
beastronger spirit of co-operation amongst English-
men and Indians; (2) that under the new Reform
Scheme, in whatevershapeit is finally passed, the
larger voice of the nation’s representatives in the
Government of the country will necessarily affect

- theattitude of non-official Englishmen towards the
businessmen of this country; (3) that our young men
will have under the mew conditions better -oppor-
tunities to get technical training here than hither-
to, and (4) that if the country is to await theoreti-
cal and practical training of a posse men before
any new industry is initiated, her economic con-
dition will by that time—if that time ever arrives
—be s0 bad that she will sink to the position of a
mere second-rate producer of raw materials.

Even when these subsidiaries and other small-

" .er industries are started by private industrialists
a groat deal of similar work will have to be done
by Government. The Commissioners recommend
that Government should take special steps to
facilitate the manufacturg of such essential

'Iarticles as * magnetes, incandescent lamp, forro-~

stungster, ‘high-speed steel,’ graphite erucibles,
special forms of porcelain for insulators, chemical
glass, and probably also certain forms of ‘heavy’
chemicals, rubber, and vulcanite.”

Whether ‘Government should start these in-
dustries themselves, or should grant concessions to
foreign firms for doing so is not very clearly said

- in the Report. The general trend of the Commis-
sioner’s remarks leade me to-infer that they are
in favour of the latter alternative. Personally, I
want the first alternative to be given a long and
fair trial, and if it does not prove -successful and

-it s found absolutely necessary to adopt the

.currency and the rise of exchange.

second alternative, provision should be made at
the time of granting of the cgncessions for the
training of Indians in all departments, and the
option to Government to purchase the same at a
basis to be fixed fvom now as is done in the case

of railways. -
L. 8.

INDIA’S WAR FINANCE AND PEACE
TIME PROBLEMS.
V.
THE CALL AND THE RESPONSE,.

THE sanxiety of the Finance Member in fore-
casting the financial developments during the
year 1918-19, had reference only to the growing
complexity and diffioulty involved in meeting
the c¢all made upon India for assistance in
the prosecution of the war in the maitfer
of disbursements on behalf of His Majesty's
Government in this country, the expansion of
The revenue
position was eminently satisfactory and was cal-
culated to yield a substantial surplus at the end of
the year even after providing for a considerable
increase in expenditure. It had been ecalculated
that the total revenue, Imperial and Provincial,
would amount to £ 98'8 and the expenditure would
almost equal that figure. But the anticipated re-
venue now exceeded £110 million and the expendi«
ture £ 102 million, leaving a surplus of £8 -million.

The budget anticipatione and provisions with
respect to the remittances to England, war dis-
bursements and Council drawings had become
merely formal and nominal. The Finance Member
had little idea as to how things would turn and
gave only fentative figures based upon the in-
complete and imperfect data he had before him.
As a rule his calculations with respeet to Counecil
drawings and remittances were exceeded, and
financial operations were carried out in response
fo the needs of His Majesty's Government and the
Secretary of State as they arose. The war dis-
bursements recoverable in London would grow
and had tu be made out of balances augmented by
Imperial and Provincial surpluses, and the re-
ceipts on account of Treasury Bills and the War
Loan. This was equivalent to the transfer of enor-
mous funds to London which aceumulated in the
hands of the Secretary of State, The supply of
silver became restricted 2nd its rising price
put a limit upon its import. The Secretary
of State, on his side, had to invest the funds
acocumulating with him in British Treasury
Bills, on account of the Paper Currency Reserve,.
the limit of the invested portion. of which had to
be steadily raised. An amount equivalent to the
war loans obtained in this country was deducted
from the payments His Majosty's Government had
to make to the Secretary of State, as part liquida-
tion of India’'s obligation with respect to the gift
of £ 100 million. The main interest of the story of
Indian finance in the last two years of the war, in

' particular, centres round the adjustment and mani-

pulation of the remittance machinery; and the

. operations of the year 1917-18, are not less ip-

structive than those of the preceding year, al-
ready described. _

Thus it was estimated in the budgetfor1917-18
that our repayable outlay would amoung to £39
million, and it was to be met to the extent of £2414

million from revenue, of £ 10 million from the

proceeds of the war loan and of £4 million through
purchase of silver by the Secratary of State who
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was to finance himself for his ordinary re-
quirements from the recoveries he obtained from
the War Office. The amount of Council drawings
could not be estimated, depending upon silver
purchases and further investments from the Paper
Currency Reserve. Now compare these calcula-
tions with the actuals. The repayable outlay
reached the high figure of £ 66 million. The Secte-
tary of State’s drawings assumed equally large
proportions, amounting to about £ 35 million,
There was further the outlay for the purchase of
tea for the War Office in Ceylon and for the pay-
ments of monsey orders issued by foreign countries
on India, the latter alone amounting to £53
million. The Government of India had also to
provide a sum of 27 million in this country in
credits to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York
for the benefit of American importers of jute and
other Indian articles required in connection of the
war. Thisamount was tobe recovered by the Secre-
tary of State in London and the transaction was
equivalent to his drawing of it by means of Coun-
eil bills. The net result of all this was that
India’s special liabilities in 1917-18 were calculat-
ed to reach about £ 111 million, which was about
three and half times a8 much as the Secretary of
of State's Council drawings in the last year of
peace, 1913-14 and half as much again as our total
Imperial revenue.

These heavy liabilities were met from the pro-
ceeds of the war loan and cash certificates (£ 3414
million), revenue, including the unexpected im-
provement in receipts, (£ 3114 million), the issue
of Treasury Bills, (£ 30 million), fresh coinage of
rupees or bullion awaiting coinage (£13} million),
profits from rupee coinage, (£1-4 million), addition-
al investments in London on behalf of the Paper
Currency Reserve, which set free rupees in India,
(£ 87 million). The funds available in this
country thus even exceeded the remittance liabi-
lities. The whole amount of funds transferred to
London could not be utilized by the Becretary of
State and a balance of £ 20 million was left after
the necessary investments and payments had been
made there, and it was decided to invest the
£ 20 million in British Treasury Bills as a kind of
resorve against our liabilities in connection with
the temporary debt which would be repayable in
the course of the next fow years. This investment
was calculated to help the British Government in
providing funds for the war., Adding this invest-
ment to the investment from the Paper Currency
and Gold Standard Reserves, we have a total of
£ 32 million of fresh money put into the British
Treasury Bills during 1917-18, and if there is

added to it the £ 35 million invested during the -

preceding two years, the total rises to £ 67 mil-
lion, which is exclusive of the special war contri-
bution. '

Putting up of the exchange appeared to the
Government as the only safeguard to prevent the
loss resulting from dearness of silver. What
was the alternative ? The loss could have been
borne by Government and put down to the
Gold Standard Reserve or made good from
ordinary revenue. The Gold Exchange Standard
system prevailing in India entailed upon the
Government the responsibility to provide gold for
remittance abroad when the exchange went down
to the gold export point and to supply rupees when
it rose above the gold import point. The latter con-
tingency had hardly been contemplated during
the long period of India's currency troubles when
the sole anxiety vf Government was concenrated

upon devising successful measures to prevent ex-
change going below the fixed rate. Silver was thens

disoredited and discarded metal. The war gave it a
chance and it attempted to overthrow the empire,
goldhad established in the currency world. Sir Wil-
liam Meyer disowned all responsibility on the part
of Government arising outof the high price of silver
and declined to draw upon either the gold reserve
or the general revenues for the purpose of main-
taining the fixed exchange value of the rupee. It
is true that Government would have been involved
in an indefinite and unlimited liability if it had
shouldered the loss and the country would have
suffered through that loss. A higher exchange rate
saved India a large amount of money and she gained
considerably on her - foreign remittances. But
against this gain must be set the loss which Fell
upon exporters and through them, on the country
in general, Sir William pointed out in connection
with this that a country like Indis which has
large payments to make abroad benafited by a rise
in exchange, but ignored the fact that she like-
wise lost considerably upon the exports of her
commodities which fetched fewer rupees for a
stated amount of sterling. The only consolation
which he could really throw out waa that, as it
was, the prices in India were high and exporters
weore not likely, on the whole, to lose much and
the further fact that the exchange position in
other countries was much worse than in India
whose currency system had borne the strain of
the war most creditably. The banks, merchants
and the public bowed to the inevitable and oco-
operated with Government in a spirit of service
and sacrifice.

There was little that was noteworthy about
the budget for 1918-19. The total revenue, Impe-
rial and Provincial was taken at £108-3 and the
expenditure at £106-1 as against £110:4 and
£102-3 respectively in the revised estimate for
1917-18. Even there the surplus was calculated to
be more than £2 million. The Provincial Govern-
ments were complimented upon the restraint they
had exercised upon their expenditure and were
exhorted to continue the same policy in the ensu-
ing vear. As in provious years, members of the
Viceroy’s Council urged the Finance Member to
make larger grants to Provincial Governments
for the progress of education and sanitation. Bir

‘William ultimately consented to grant Rs. 3) 1akhs

a year for technical education. It was contend-
ed that education and sanitation were provinecial
services for the promotion of which the Govern-
ment of India was not directly responsible. We
need not do more than notice inpassing the ways
and means and currency position a8 it was expected
to develop in 1918-19. Government proposed to
float a loan, as in the previous year, which was
calculated to yield £ 20 million and to issue Trea-
sury bills to the extent of £27 million. Notes of
the small denomination of Re. 1 and Ras. 214 were
issued to augment the currency., It was likewisp
decided to start a gold mint in Bombay. Thy
total remittance liabilities in 1918-19 were calcu-
1ated at £ 78 million, not including Council draw-
ings, which were an uncertain factor. The total
note circulation had risen to 105 erores, about
56 per eent., of which was invested Power was
taken to further raise the limit of investment by
about 24 crores. The circulation rcee, in August,
to 130 orores and in December, to 140 crores, the
invested portion of the Reserve being 85 crores in
the former and about 100 crores in the latfe
month.

Woe shall close this aceount of financial and
currency developments with a few brief observa-
tions on one important measure. of Qovernment
Af$ the War Conference held at Delhi in April, 1918
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“for disoussing the steps which were to ba taken to
- organize the man power and the material strength
-of India in order to defond the country against the
threatened march of the enemy towards our
frontiers, the question of the additional financial
assistance to be rendered to the Empire, was

-definitely mooted. Having taken some time to

evolve a scheme in that behalf, Government adopt-

~ed the extraordinary procedure Of throwing the -
responsibility of rejecting. it on the non-official

members of tha Supreme Legislative Council. The
number of Indian troops, in India and Overseas on
1st April, 1918, was
1,60,000 before the war. It was then decided to
- takpe 5,00,000 additional combatants commencing
with 1st June. Moving his resolution in the
Viceregal Council on 9th September Sir William
Moyer explained that his scheme contemplated
taking over as from 1st April the normal cost of
' 2,00,000 men ( in addition to the 1,60,000 troops
whose cost was being already borne by India) and
1,00,000 men more as from 1st April, 1919, Assum-
ing that the war would end with 31st March 1920
and the subsequent year would be one of demobili-
safion the Finance Member calculated that the
additional expenditure in the first year would be
£ 88 million, in the second year, £ 135 million,
and in the last, £6-8 million. To this were to be
added the non-effective and other charges under-
“$aken and the fotal izures were worked at thus—
For 1918-19 £12-17 million, for 1919-20, £14-7
million and for 1920-21, £ 7?7 million and with the
addition of £ 10 million for pension charges, an
aggregate amount of £ 45 million. To the agree-
-able surprise of the people, Government did not
propose to levy additional taxation for financing
the scheme, in 1918-19, the £ 127 million being
met out of existing resources which were expected
"to be sufficiently large; and whatever addi-
- tional taxation was imposed in the next Yoear, was
-to be adjusted so as to fall largely upon the well-
to-do and especially on those who had made targze
profits from circumstances arising out of the war,

. Though the assumption by India of addi-
tional financial responsibility, had been hinted at
as pointed out by Sir William Meyer, his schemse
came as a surprise upon 'the Council apd the
people outside. While the burden was heavy to

poor Indis it was not likely to afford any substan. ;

“tial relief to-Great Britain. The executive. Gov-
ernment had taken the unusual course of leaving
the dacxs_lon of such a momentous question te the

'non-oﬂiela._l portion of the Council and placed the
members in an’ extiremely awkward situation,
’.I'hay were given little time to consider the scheme
in all its aspects and would be taking a tremend-

- ous responsibility if they rejested it. ° What the
Empire required of India wasa larger contribution
of man power and supplies of war material and
food stuffs. . This she was liberally giving and »

urther contribution of £ 45 milljon was not abso-
utely necessary. If a gift had to ba made, it could
~have been made out of Indis’s surpluses aceumu-
dating after a remsonable provision had been made
for the urgent needs of reform and progress. No
one objected to a war profits or excess profits tax,

-Buch a tax should indeed have been imposed earli-
ar, an.d we have already oxpressed the view that

-enfficient attention had not been paid to the prob-
lem of eduoational and economio development and
taxetion therefor. It was not at ail a question of

India’s desire and readiness to help the Empire in

the vigorous prosecution of the war, Th b

never been doubted and had been substznial?d
proved but the need and the urgenoy of the - addi.
#ional financial contribution had not been establi-

about 4,90,000 as against:

shed. The non-official 'members, however, passed
Sir William's resolution by & large majority, over
awed perhaps by the onerous responsibility shrown
upott them and through the sense that . thore was
no alternative left to them. wunder the ocircum-

stanoes.
L V. G. KALE.
." ' —_—
| LETTERS FROM THE PROYINCES.

MADRAS.
Madras, December 14.
Tex LABovR SiTUATION.

Tag Eabour trouble ie not yet over. The loek-out still
continues. Some people have taken exveption tothe strong
langusge used in my previous letter on this topie, on the
ground that it is unfuir to the * other side,” i.'e. the mill -
authorities. I should be sorry to have said any such thing. I-
happen to be one of those who heartily appreciate all that the
European managers of the Buckingham wand- Carnatic mills
have dowe in the past for the material and moral well-leing of
their Indian mill-hands. I freely admit that the lot of their
work-people i better than that of mill-hands in any other
part of this presidency. Perhaps it is better than that of mill:
bands in any other part of India. I wisk to goodness some
Indian capitalists treated their employees half as well. Bui
after all is said, can the present lock-out in the Buckingham
and Carnatic Mills be justified ? That is the point. Some men
asgaulied their European weaving masters. The managers
have thereupon orderad & genmeral lock-oot of all the men,
women and children who depend on them for {heir means of
livelihood. The managers allege that their mill-bands know
who commiited the asssalt un their weaving-masters, but that
they refuse to reveal them. It is generally felt here that this
is only a vague and baseless suspicion of a very general na-
ture that cannot justify or even extenuate the pitiless oharacter
of the lock-out condemning thousands of the peoresy of the
poor o privation and want in these .days of univeirsal eeonc.
mic sufferings from which even the rich have found it-impos
gible to escape. When, on the 6th inet., a notice appeared
on the doors of the mills offering to re-open the mills ou cer-
tain conditions, all of ns had hoped that the managers wers
coming to realise the unressonableneas of the thing and that
the notice was the first indication, of an amicable end, but as
ill luck would have it, pur hopes have been cruetly dashed te
the ground. Those conditions—including the ferfeiture of
one-fourth of the amocunt standing in the name of each weaver
in the gratuity fuud end the redaction of wages for the peried
during which the mills remained closed for no fault; of theire—
proved anacceptable to the men who, moreover, saw in thetr
masters’ offer a trick 10 divide their ranks and weaken their
forces. They, therefore, put forward three counter-demands:
ist, that the dismissed weaving-jobbers should be re-instated,
2nd, that the forfeiture of one-fourth of the gratwity fund

- should be cancelled, ard, 3rd, that they should be paid for the

period of the lock-out. These, of course, proved unacceptable
to their masters and the Jock-out still continues, say the mill-
hands, No, say the managers, the lock-out has now lbecome
a otrike ! Is it a strike or is:it only o loek-out ? Some of our
leading pepers heve been recently discussing this .motaphyai-
cal question with quite an unuecessary amewnt of heat.. But
atrike or lock-out, or lock-out or strike, let sophists wrangle
and casuists dispute ; it is all one so far as the general publio
is concerned. One or two crucial facts stand ‘solidly out of all
this confussion snd they canunet be blinked. The management
seem Lent on the destruction of the Y.abeut Union. That is oxe-
faot; that in the whole significance of s long commueication
on this subject which they have seut to the loeal papers on the
10th inst. Againat this fact, stauds the solidarity of the
Labour Union which has growd in nambers and strength dur~
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ing the last fow days—in fact, 500 men and—whet s more
significant-—100 women have joined the Union as members aftes -

lock-out wes ordered ; an employment buresu : has been “esta-

blished and they have informed the. publio that hundreds of |

labourers have migrated to other parts of India in quest of
employment or reiuraed to their native places. A Relief Fand
has been started and the papers are daily publisking appeals
for support. Thke labourers have come to see thot in union
lies their only chance of salvation and they cling to it with all
their strength. These ore the two fundamental facts of the
situation- We do not know how it will all end. '
M3z, C, F. ANDREWS IN MADEAS.

Mr. C. F. Andrews bas been in our midst for some days

now. His visit has proved very timely, for thore are fow men

* in all India now, whether, Europeans or Indians, who are so

well fitted as he for the role of peace-maker in eny quarrel
between the members of the ruling caste and those of the sub-
ject race, As one of the best of Christians, he has the confi-’
dence of the Europeans; end as one of India’s sincerest

friends, he enjoys theconfidence of all Indisns.

Moreover, his long aseociation with Mr. Gendhi has given
him s rosl insight into and keen sympethy with the sufferings
of the poor. His presence here wes taken advantage of Ly
the Madras Laboui Union under whose auspices he .delivered
to the labourers of ‘Madras a message from Mr. Gandhi to
whom they had appealed for succour inm the hour of their dis-
trose. Mr, Andrews said to them, “The firet thing that he would
likeme totell you is thie, thet in this work that you are doing,
youmnst do nothing anfair, nothing unjust. The second
thing is, you must atand united, all of you together as one.
The third thing is, you must rely only upon your soul force.

~ ¥lahatms Gandhi wants me to tell yoit that if he had been

well enough, he would have himself come down to Madras to
belp you in this struggle. He will come down to Madras if

there is any need ond help yoa later on.”” After these golden -

worde of hope snd advice he finished on a personel note.
Snid: ® In conmclusion, I want to tell you that my own

heart goes out to youin what you are going through and I trust

that all your desire for good will be accomplished.” It speaks

" volumes for the justice of thelabourers’ demands that Mr.C. ¥,

Andrews sympathises with them and not with their employers;
Anyhow, a8 the Hindu says, he isjthe best man to make peace
between Loth the parties and we all hope his advice will DLe
taken by both and that the curtain will fall on this unfortunate
episode before he leaves us. I may add en passant that ever
since his arrival here Mr, Andrews has been busy delivering
a geries of lectures_on the subject on which he is peshaps the
greatest living suthority in all India—Emigration from India,
It is well known that most of the emigrants to Fiji, Jaeva and
other colonies are f£rom the Madras Presidency and the men and
women of Madras cannot be sufficiently thankful to Mr. An-
drews for placiug before them so vividiy the conditions pre~
vailing among their brethren and sisters living in far-off,
foreign lands. The knowledge and interest thus aroused in
them by his lectures are bound to beer good fruit in bettering
the lot of Indian emigrants, in the near future.

Tae Cavse oF SoclaL REFozM,

. +After I wrote to you last, the gentiomen who convened
the mueeting to protest against Mr. Patel’s Bill, which collapsed

- before it Teally commenced, have had their meeting in Go-
khate Hat} this time behind . closed doors snd with a packed

audience sdmitted Ly tickets. Gentlemen who wanted to
oppose their resclution were not allowed to open their mouths
and, of comrge, the resolution was carried and much good may
it do to their hearts! Of course, no body can prefend that it
was & “public’’ meeting in the true sense -of the term. That
meeting has been followed by two real public meetings in the
same place supporting the Bill. These two meetings were

much more influential then the firat one from the point of view |

of numbers and the importance of those who convened them,
people dnﬁermg 80 wulely &t Mr. Mnhadavn Bastri, the Tenowy-

‘duties, social and civic.

ed Sanskrit scholar of Mysore, and M!. C. Jinarajadasa, the
theosophist-Buddhiet from Ceylon taking.part in them. And "
ﬁthej' were also real public meetings in the fulleat senss of the
word; for contrast the attitude of the chairman of these two
meetings with that of the chairman of the first. The former
invited people to speak againet the Bill. The latter shut up
people who waunted to support it. From this fact alone it wili:
be plein which opinion is sironger ir Madres. Bimilarly,
meetings have been held in several plages in the moffu-
#il. supporting the Hon. Mr. Yakub Hasan's Muslim Mar-
risge Registration Bill. Mr. Shinde of the Depreased Classes
Mission has arrived here to canvaes eignatures for his Anti-
Untouchability Manifesto. The cause of Social Reform fs-
slowly geining ground. All Reforms are slow in this country
1of slow changes, eapecially social reforme. There is no ‘e
in complaining about it. On the contrary, one bas got to feel .
grateful and glad that thie country ia at last wuking up to ite..
Orthodoxy ie at feast two thousand
years'old and one cannot expect it to die in & day. As we are~
assured of our own ultimate victory, let us watch itslast gasp~
ings snds truggles with aympathy. .

[ We learn since that an smicable settiement has been
arrived at, thanks to the efforts Mr, Andrews, snd the men:
heve returned to work.—Ed,]

UNITED PROVINCES.
Tee Reromm. COMMITTEES.

ON the occasion of the visit of the Reform Committees,.
to Lucknow last month, thepremier city of the United Provin--
ces gave s befitting and hearty reception to Messrs. SBurendra-
nath Banerjes and Sastri. They were received at the-
railway station by the members of the Gokhale Students’
Brotherhood and Ramkrishns Seva Ashram, besides a large-
gathering of representative citizens headed by the Ion. Pan-
dit Jegat Narain. Bir Harcourt Butler accompanied by his-
staff and the chief and judicial secretaries was also present to
receive the President and the members of the committees. All
the Indian members were the guests of the Hom. the Raja of
Mabmudabad, while the European members were accommodat--
ed at the Government House. The next day after their arrival”
a public meeting was arranged by the Gokhale Students’ Bro-
therhood to be addressed by the remowned urator of Indlia.
and the President of the Servants of India Bociety.
Long before the appointed hour, the Refah-i-am Hall:
was packed to overflowing the audience numbering about
2500., Hundreds bad to remain stending. The gather-
ing consisted of all sections of theeducated public, includ-
ing, lawyers, doctors, professors, teachevs, judicial snd
execulive offcers, besides the students and the generak.
public, and this in spite’ of the efforts of some of the loud
opponents of the Moderate leaders in the Extremist pross.
Though there was a nasty interruption by some young hot
blood, which the meeting was not ina mood to tolerate, the
reception’ given both to Mr. Srinivasa Bastii and Mr. Surendra-
nath Banerjes, wag most hearty and enthusiastic and their die-
coursesa were heard with rapt attention. The meeting wis followa
ed the next day by & dinner given by the Hon. Pandit Jagas
Narain at the Carleton’ Hotel to meet Messrs. Surendrenath
Banerjea and Srinivess Sastri. Abount 50 guests were invited,.
including all the Indian members of the Cowmitiees and the

‘leading men of both the wings of the nstionalist party. Dinner

was followed by bappy references to the current day politics-
in the spesches of both the guests and ihe host, and thus
terminated a very pleasant evening. The other functions were
sn entertainment given by the Bengealee community of Luck-
now in honour of Mr. Surendranath Banerjes and s tea party.
by Mr. A.P. Sen. The Hon. the Reja of Mahmudabad gave
a dinuer to meet' Lord Southborough snd the members of the-
Committees at bis palatial residence. Besides, there wers
more ﬂnan one noc:al functnon at the Gevommant House. As
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zregards the work of the Committees, ths public are not: expects. |

-ed to know anything behind the purdsh, still it may be said
-withount disclosing any secret that the scheme put forward by
the United Provinces Government before the Committees is
the most liberal and well comceived of all thav have been
“hitherto put before the Committees.
A New Damy. i
At the initistive of the Hon. Pandit Motilal Nehru a
sydnicate of a few gentlemen has been formed to start 4 new'
English daily from Allahabad which will be the exponent of
the extreme wing of the Coungress party in these Provinces..
Strange as it may seem to believe, the Hon. the Raja of Mah..
mudsbad, it is rurnoured, is one of the chief partners. Mr.
-Sayyed Hnssain of the Bombzy Chronicle haa been engaged
. as fts temporary editor and the paper is expected to come out
some time in Febrnary next. Though being uneble to dis-
anade their Allahabad friends from starting the new daily
from that city instead of Lucknow, toe Lucknow leaders of
the extreme wing have not quite given up their project of
turning the .Addvocats into a daily, for it is expected that the
Indian Daily Telegraph is going to cease publication very
-abortly. N

CORRESPONDENCE, /

THE SCALE OF WAGES ON TEST WORKS,

Siz,—A question of great importence in connection with
rthe existing famine conditions is as to the rate of weges paid
to persons on test works. For it is the results yielded by these
test measures which determine the intensity of distross and

1the necessity for the declaration of either ¢ scarcity * or ¢ fa.
mine.’ In ihe case of the former only the distribution of
gratuitous relief is necessry, and in that of the latter the inati-

" - #ution of relief works, but both depend wpon how test works
attract neccasitous persons, and thie itself obviously depends
upon the wage scale that.may be in force. Now, the question

is whether the wage rate has been enhanced in proportion to
the general rise in prices ¢nd the enhenced demand for labour.
The Government of Bombay bas so far declared ¢ Bcarcity ’

only in eight districis, and knowing the acute distress which -

prevails in many areas, the public are anxious to know if
Government is not applyiog a Wrong test by keeping the old
acale of wages or a gcale not sufficiently raised. Two honoura.
ble members put questions at the leet sitting of the council in
-order to get at the true atate of things, Lut unfortunately the
Government anewer is evasive. Mr. Paranjpye saked for in-
formation about wages on * relief works. Interpreting the
~word too technically, Government cleverly avoided giving any
reply about “test works.” 'Mr. Upasami's question however
:velated spécifically to test works, and in answer Government
refess him to Mr. Paranjpye | And thus no information is sup-
_plied to the public which will enable them to measare the
acourary of the test involved in Government’s tost works !
., Letus now tarn to the Famine Relief Code. The wage
, Beale Zor workers on * relief works, ”, a8 contradistingniehed
.from # teat works *' is fixed at 18 chhataks or 36 o0z. of grain
" for the best workers, the grain wage being converted into .a
_ cash wage at the retail price of the cheapest grain in common
use, The basis of conversion for each districtis to be fixed
from time to time by the Commissioner. Dependents are paid
" .at alower rate, adults at 12 and 10 chhateks and children st
. from 8 to 4, One day in the week is given as & day of rest.
The rate of wages on * test works” is lower. The wage scale
-on ¢ relief works * constitutes the maximum, there being no
 minimum. Thg conditions of labour on test works are of aet
. -purpose made perticularly strict, * their primary object being
. BOtt relieve famine but to test the presemce of it.” Neo
_ regt-day weage and no sllowance to depandants are -allowed.
“Theae are hard conditions in mormal fimes of scarcity, but

particularly hard now, and the people are anxious to know
whether Govérnment has made sufficient allowance for the
enormous inorese in prices in fixing the wage scale in the
present yesaf. Government could emsily have allayed the’
publio suspicion in the matter by making known the prevail-
ing rate of wages on ‘¢ test worke.” Its evasion in this
matter only intensifies the popular balief that distress is for
more widespread and sharp then Government acknowledges
in jita press note. If Government presiste in its present, seem-
ingly shuffling policy, public feeling will be greatly exacer-
bated.—Yours, etc. S

A ReLIEy WORKER.

SELECTION,

PRESIDENT WILSON AND INDIAN
REFORMS,

SeeakING af Lahore on 9th December, Dr. Tej Bahadur
Sapru said es follows on the alove subject:—

_ Some pupers spoke of the Peace Conference. He was nol
one of those who wonld expect others to fight their battles. He
conld not suppose that President Wilson would say to the British
nation,—They must give self-government to India orhewould
bresk off with them, That was pure moonshine. For aelf-gov-
ernment they must stand on their own legs, neither. President
‘Wilson nor any President in the world could give them self-
government, For himself he would ‘say with the Persian poet
that it was equivalent to the pains of hell to enter heaven on
the strength of another’s manliness. ’ -

_ I S e
Commenting on the above, the Tribuns wrote :—-

‘While on this subject we will state at once thet we en-
tirely agree with Dr. Sapru in much that he said in his Brad-
laugh Hall speech sbout our own position witk regard to the
Peace Conference. President Wilson is at this moment o
great moral force on the stage of the world’a affaire; there
are many who regard him as the greatest moral force. His
association with British statesmen and the intimate relations
now subsisting between the Americen Government and the
British may have their natural effect upon British policy both
in India and in other parts of the Empire. . But anything likte
an active or directinterference by the President of the United
States or the head of any other foreign State in our affairs
is out of the question, while, so far as the Peace Conference
is concerned, wo do not think the domestic affzira of the Bri-
tish Empire or of any other Allied State will be at al! an issue
before that Lody, exeept in so far as those afairs may have a
distinct and obvious bearing upon internstiopal relations.

' Nor would such interference be compatible with our own

sense of national self-respect. Not only is it our right as’
well as our duty to fight eur own constitational battle our-
gelves, but it is only if we doso that we can hope to have
the £full fruits of'thel victory that ie inevitable in all such
struggles. We must not forget, moreover, that our: case is
esgentinlly different from that of Ireland and that whatever
Ireland may hope to gain by sppealing either to.the United
States or the British Colonies, we heve little to:gain by the
process. < o

_ Now is the opportunity for Novel Readers

A NEW NOVEL * MYSTERIES OF PARIS
. ' BY

L .. EUGENE SUB o

The Great French Noveligt.. Neat get up, Good paper.. Neat

get up. Complete in 1 volume of 400 pages. Price Re. 1-8-0,
' Address;—BEN's ApvearisiNG SEavioE, '

13, Krishnepps Naick Agraharam, MADRAS.
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(0-OPERATITE MOYEMENT

VAIKUNTH L. MEHTA, B.A,
Manager of the Bombay Central Co-operative Bask,
. AND .
V. VENKATASUBBAIYA, B. A,
Member of the Ssrvants of India Society.
Pages 191. Price Re. 1.

The Mysore University Magazine -
calls it * useful ” and * creditable.”

It says :—The book is sxtremely well wriitten, and is easy
and interesting to read, gnd advocates well the principles which
#t wishes to bring home fo the general public. ... The history
of the co-operative movement in Luropean countries and India is
carefully fraced. The fulmess of drcatment which India
receives o very salisfactory.

" If it were issued @t twice its present price, as it deserves
to be, it would probably find an egually ready sale, and would
certainly be more appreciated by those who desire to give it &
pervianent place amony their books on the subject.

THE ARYA BHUSHAN PREBS, POONA.

Sanskrit Becoks for Sale.

Priyadarsike with Coromentary, Notes pnd Trans. ... 10
Retnavali with Commentary, Notes and Trans ... 1 8
Neganandem with -Commentsty, Notes-endl ¥rans. ... i 8
Mshaviracharitam withCom., Notes and Tosns. ... £ §
Mrichskatikem with Com. and Frena. .3 0
Apply to :— L. V. RAMCHANDRA 1YER,
- ¢+ Publisher, MADRAS.

NEW BOOKS.

I8 India Clvilized:—An Esssy on {ndian Culture by 8ir John
N woﬂdroﬁe in L “ew ! . 2“0
Indian Nationalismz=—Iis principles and personalities. From
the vivid pen of the great Indian orator of the day,
Babu Bepin Chandra Pel, Re 20

- Dr. Bir 5. Subrapmnia dyer;—iie Speeches mdnwrittinzg

]

Apply to :~M, Radha and Co., MADRAS.

THE CAPITAL OF INDIA
Enlarged Edition of

ALL ABOUT DELHL

CoNTENTS:~—Delhi—the Capital of India; Pelbi wnder Hindy
Kings ; Emly Mubsmmadan Kings ; The Mcghul Emperors ;
Delhi under Britieh Rule; Seven Cities of Delhi ; Kntub; Siri-
_ Jahenpanah ; Tughlakabad ; Firveabad ; The City of Shershah ;°

General Survey ; Dargah Nizomuddin ; Second Exeéursion;
Shahjahenabad ; Shah Jaban's Palace ; The Gardena of Delbi;
%mvirons of Shabjehanabad ; Mutiny Sites ; The Delhi of the

uture.

Tre Durpsrs 0¥ DELE1.—The Durbar of 1887 ; The Durb;:r '

of 1903 ; The Durbar of-1911 ; Deapatches on the Change of
Capital ; The Chieis Conferenee Waor Conference. .

‘“WITH AN INDEX AND 54 ILLUSTRATIONS.
Price Rs. Two. 'To Subscribers of #1.R.”", Re. 1-8.

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

FULL TEXT OF ALL THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES AND THE |

‘BESOLUTIONS PASSED UP-TO-DATE.
Second Edition : Crown 8vo., 1,526 Pages,
Boand in Cloth and well Indexed.
PRICE Rs. FOUR. To Subscribers of the +1.K.*” Rs. THREE.,
- GA. Natesan & Co., Bunkurams Chetty Street, Madras.

A few cofies. A literary Treasuss -
" EBvery page improves your knowledgs end jeamiog.
GEMS OF WISDOM
Including Idiomatic Phrares, Witty and Pithy Ancoliotes, * °
Bits of Humonr, living thoughts, oheice .houghts in ehaiow
Languege and Riddles.
, COLLECTED AND BELECTED
. ) BY
The Rev, Absdpego David, W, M, 8., vompiler of the Tressary-
of illustrations. Neatly hound in full Calico Re. 2 per copy. .
Postege extra. Highly spoken of b{ the leading Newspajers
a8 the Hindu, New Indis stc., and slso by the Principals of
Colleges snd Publio u'fenhen.
(HE SHadxuos Viiae Book Deror.,
: « T, MADRAS. -

‘Best Soap made in India,
This soap bas an excellent perfume and can very: well
compete with any best erticle of the kind import.o?.
foreign countries and besides it is very cheap. For further -
partieniare send ap half-anpa postsl atamp.
: ¥.-0. & Brothers,
564, Badachive Peth, Poons City.

JUST A WORD

or two to remind you to send your order To-Day for aur famoue .
COSSI EILK SUIT PIECES
Worth the price, and a piece guaranteed for one suit complete.
Price Rs. 8 per piece.
Order from—GDOD LUCK COMPANY, BENARES CITY.

THE EASTERN PHARMACEUTICAL WORKS..

_ ANTI-FEVER.
An excallext llrﬁpm.'ation which oan .be used with great.
success and safly #8 & Curative or DPreveniive of Infuenus, .

" Malaris, or any other Remittent Fevers.

Guaranteed to sontain no quinine, or any poisonous sgents,
whioch in the bands of lagmen may lead to’hermful after-sffects.

HEMATIC €OMPOUND. :

An ideal bone and nerve tonig, an excelient bloed regens
erator and purifier. Invigorates and rapidly recoupy lost health .
in convalescence from Infiuenza, Pneumonia, Typhoid end
other tropicel fevers. ‘ o '

Guarantoed free £rom alcohol. _ o

Sole Agents.:— Sane Bros.-
Madhav Agency, Moban Buildings,
. .BOMBAY 4.,

Books to Read.

870 is India Clvilized. —Eseaye on Indian Culture by 8if
John Woodroffe Re. 2."Cuntents Civilization & Progress-East
and West-What ix Culture-Conflict of Cultures-Competition,
cancert, Sacrifice-Cultural attack on India-An example-A Reply-

_ Bharata Dharma. The common principles of Indian Civiliza-
- tion-Brahmanisiu-lmitation-Some conclusions. Lo

591-1(.01 Gewns of Hindu Religious thought gleaned #rome
the written works and Spoken words and teachings of Ancfent |,
snd Modern Hindu Baints, Sages and Preceptors by P. K. ..,
Chandu Re, 1. _
(Ex.) G, A. Vaidys Raman & Co.

' Kordi Chetty St. Madras.

Sovereign Ringworm Ointmenr.

Will give mirpculons cure in 24 hours for Chronic -Ring-
worms, Dholies’ Itches ond othier skin diseases. Guaranteed..
1f not curalle, money will be given back. Price per-
phisl As. 12, SOVEREIGN & Co.,

10, Katchaleeswara Agraharam, Madras.

!
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