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An Appeal to the Public.

THE great loss whicbh the Servants of Iadia
Society has sustained on acoount of the recent dis-
astrous fire in Poona in the last woek of May 1926,
which burnt down its two valuable Presses, tha old
records of the Sooclety’s newspapers and the stock
In trade, and disloeated for a time its business ard
some of its activities, has, it is a matter of great
consolation, evoked general sympathy with the
Society from all quarters in the hour of its
great need. Doatails of the destruction oaused by
the fire have already appeared in several news-
papers in the ecountry and kept the general publio
aoquainted with the nature and extent of our loss-
o8, These have now been calculated and put
roughly at not less than two lakhs of rupees.

The fire has not only compelled us to ourtail
our journalistic aotivities, but has also made it very
diffioult for us to resume our business to the full-

est extent, with the result that a steady source of |

income has for a time greatly shrunk. It haws also
necessitated further investment in material and a
capital outlay for the construotion of a fire-proof
building big enough to enable nearly 250 men to
carry on the various aotivitios of a Printing Press.
Thus it has been estimated that wnless the Soociety
oolleoted in a short time & minimum sum of two
lakhwe of rupees to invest in this whole ooncern, it
will not be in a position to resume its normal acti-
vities and to rehabiiitate itsa whole work and
business.

The members of the Servants of India Sooiety,
therefore, wore oalled this yoar a week. earlier than
usual at the time of the annual sessior of the aun-
niversary of the foundation of the Society on the
12th June to oonsider the grave situation with
whioh it was faced. And on the strength of the
widespread sympathy and assurances of help cone
veyed by friends by means of their letters, the So-
oiety definitely resolved to undertake the publical
tion of its papers ‘on whioh it has to spend a good
deal every year by way of propaganda, relying on
the financial support of the country as a whole. It

has also with some difficulty started its Presses in
4 modest way, relying on the spirit of devotion and
saorifice so marvellqusly shown by our employees
The Society has all alongbeen trus fo its principles
aud its traditionsand its members are frying in
their humble way to render service to various
cauges in different parts of the country. More-
over it is a matter of satisfaction that papers all
over the country gemerally, irrespective of their
political creed or party, have given publicity to our
President’s appeal and supported it in their edito-
rial columns. It is very cheering to note that
even friends, who have not seen eye to eye with ns
in politics aud in sosial mattors;, have gensrously
come forth to show ua their sympathy. As an
instance in poini, the Kesari office of Poona.
through Mr. N. C. Kolkar, has made a coniribution
of Rs. 251 to our fund. But the respouse is not, in

‘my opinion', as quick and widesaread as it should

be in the case of an all-India organisation like the
Bervants of India Society with its wide programme
of work, considering its urgent need.

It ia recognised that the times are bad and ows
ing to trade depression money market is very tight;

' but what is needed is wider publicity and better

organization for the work of ocolleotion, in arrang.
ing whioh we require the hearty oco-operation of"
newspapors all over India and the readiness on the
part of our friends and assoointes to share with the
members of our Soclety secattered over different
provinces the task of collecting subsoriptious. which
is now started and which has made some prograse.
1u this connection, I would like to state that sur
collections and promises have gone only up to
nearly Re. 50,000, oontributions having been receiv-
ed outside Poona and Bombay from places ke
Madras, Lahore, Simla, Allahabad, Luaocknow, Nag-
pur, Malabar, &o., &o. I should have expected thase
to come in from many more places. '

It is further a matter of great thaﬁkfulness
that the officials in our Presidenoy have readily -

shown in & striking manner a large measure of '
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sympathy and active support. And for the infor-
mation of the reader I quote here a letter of
sympathy which I received from His Excellenocy
Sir Leslie Wilson soon afte his return from England.
It runs as follows:—

21st June 1926.
DEAR MR, DEVADHAR,

I am zending your herewith a chequo for Re, 500 towards
the gervants of India Fire Reliaf Fund.

T am extremely sorey to hear of tte disaster which has
evertaksn the Society and I sincerely trast that the activities
of the Society will not be handjcapped. Believe me,

Yours very sincerely,
LESLIE WILION.

Similarly before leaving India, the Hon'ble Sir
Henry Lawrence, then ‘acting: as the :Governor of
this presidency wrote to me fhrough his Private
Secretary a very nice letter sending along with it
a cheque for Rs. 300. Moreover, handsome amounts
have been contributed by Government officials
such as the Hon'ble Sir Chunilal V. Mehta, the
Hon'ble Mr. Cowasji Jehangir (Junior), the Hon’ble
Mr. J. E. B. Hotson, the Hon'ble Mr. B, V, Jadhav,
Major Genl. A, Hooton, Mr. F. B. P. Lory, Mr. J.
A, Madan, Mr. G. F. 8. Collins and others.

Among the Indian Princes and Chiefs we have
also to thankfully notice the names of Her High-
pess the Maharani Saheb of Baroda, H.H. the Maha-
raja Saheb of Kolhapur, the Chief Saheb of Sangli,
the Chief Saheb of Ramdurg, the Chief Saheb of
Kurundwad {Senior), the Chief Saheb of Jamkhandi
and others. Wa feel extremely grateful to them all.

Similarly in Bombay we have begun to receive
contributions from a few mill-owners and from some
individual solicitors, bankers, dootors, engincers,
pleaders and merchants; but we hope that when
the work of collection will be begun in an organised
way, all of them will begin to contribute. In Poona
several assooiations such as the Decoan Sabha, Press-
Owners’ Association and Arogya Mandal called
meetings of their members to express theirsympsthy
with us and bave started subscription lists among
their members. What is more refreshing to note
is that representatives of the various women's
educational institutions in: Poona called a meeting
of their teachers and workers at the Seva Sadan and
after passing resolutions of sympathy have under-
taken the definite responsibility of making small
collections in their own institutions from the pupils
and the members of their staff. Their example
may well be imitated by similar other institutions.
T have been able to start, with the kind permission
of their heads of some of the offices, regular collec-
tion of voluntary contributions from their members
of the office staff. Besides, collection on an orga-
nised basis has so far been undertaken voluntarily
by Meesrs, P. D, Asher & Qo. (Tirupur Madras
Presidency ), Mr. 8. D. Nadkarni of Xarwar, and.
the Managing Direotor of the Bombay Provincial
Co-operative Bank in Bombay. The Press-Owners'

Association in Bombay is oalling under its auspices
on the 6ith instant a meoting of all Press-Owners
there in support of ocur Fund. I am mentioning there
institutions just to show how some of our friends
and sympathisers have voluntarily come forward to
do their bit to help us on this ooceasion, and how very
urgent and necessary it is that their oircle should
be very much enlarged and the work more vigo-
rously pushed on. Wae, therefore, propose to write
leftera to friends in firms and offices to undertake
this work of voluntary oollections on our behalf
and I have no doubt they will}lend their oo-opera-
tion. Tho Society would bs thankful if friends
scattered all over,the country offer their gervices to
co-operate with the members of our Society in this
work when they go out for the coliestion of funds.
Work thus divided will not only enable us to
accomplish our task more quickly and save us a
good deal of time which-could otherwise bs spent in
doiog our usual public work, but would also result
in bringing more colleotion.

To facilitate such work, thersfore, we have
kept & number of copies of our appeal in English,
Marathi and Gujerati ready for distribution. We
have also prepared donation ticket books contain-
ing 10 tickets each of various denominations such
as Rs, 10, Rs, 5, and Re. 1. For smaller oolleo-
tions in offices, firms and other places where
a large number of people with limited incomes
are working, we have subscription collection
forms or sheets ready for distridbution.

We now propose to address our appeal
to the various Charitabla Trusés and business
firms requesting our friends there to assist us in
such collection with the help -of these dona-
tion tickets and collection sheets.. Volunteers who
would writs to us would, on being selected, be
supplied with a letter of authority to enable
them to do this work on our behalf and it is hoped
that our Society, whioh has on various publio
ocoasions oalled togeiher several troops of volun-
teers for collection work in aid Jof other funds
undertaken by us, will not be disappointed by our
old friends, whom we hereby request to come to onr
aid. To all those who have expressed sympathy
and afforded help we are sinocerely grateful and here-
by request all who can to make'a donation, which,
even if it should be small, is most welcome fo us. L
therefore, appeal to all who are in a position to help
either by sending subscriptions or by offering their
us services to collect the same, and I have no
doubt that this appeal will not go unheeded.

Donations may be sent direct to Mr. S, G. Vazs,
Servants of India Society, Daccan Gymkhana P.O.,
Poona, or to me at the Servants of India Sooiety,
Sandhurst Road, Girgaum, Bombay.

G. K. DEVADHAR,
Vice-President, 8. L 8.

»
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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE paralysis of the British Coal Mine Industry

continues and has entered upon
The Britlsh the third wmonth of its duration.
Coel Industry. Mr. Baldwin's Government, having
waited for men and masters to come to an agree-
ment on their own, and having waited in vain,
have now taken a hand in the matter by introduc-
ing two bills, the Hours’ Bill and the Mining In-
dustry Bill. The latter has been desoribed by Mr.
Hartshorn as an“empty pretence,” whilst Col, Lane-
Fox of the Mines Dept. called it & * practioal and
ueeful first instalment of very considerable value,
For ourselves we think that the Bill is good encugh,
as far ag it goes : but that unfortunately it does not
go far enough. The Bill bases itself professedly on
the Samuel Commission's Report and gives effoct
to its findings regarding the amalgamation of col-
leries ; it further gives the State the power to grant
mineral rigbts to applicants, if in the mnational
Intereet ; it also will make possible the-alteration of
existin leases and elimination of restrictive terms
impeding the working 'of the miperals. The last
two items of course are merely permissive and no
doubt are a useful amendment of the existing law
on the subject ; but unless there is some pressure

automatioally remove restrictions and selfish dog-
in-the-manger policies, As regards amelgamation
of properties, the Bill merely gives power to prepare
voluntary schemes of amalgamation and the
Minister in charge, introduoing the Bill admitted
that his department meant to wait for three Years,
aspassive observers, and only in three years’ time, if
“ amslgamations were not going on as they ought,”

drastio powers. As will therefore be seen this Bill
Yamoves some existing obstaoles to the reorganiza-
tion of the British Coal Industry, but it really does
nothing at all to reorganizae it.

» » *

MR, BALDWIN'S Government take their stand on
Mr. Baldwin's the faot that at several General
Pallistives. Dlections the voters had turned
down Nationalization of the in-

dustry and that they therefore mean to maintain
the basia of privata ownership at all coste. Bug
even 80, the present proposals do nothing to
guarantee the working at a profit of mines in such
private ownership, For what cannot be repeated
%00 often is the fact that coalis no longer required
1n these days of oil and eleotricity, to the extent
and in the quantities that it was required in pre-
war days. This fact Mr. Baldwin and his lieuten-
auts evade: and its evasion is the best comment
on their effort of treating a voloano with a liberal
supply of sticking plaster. The only way out is
that proposed by the Miners before the Samuei
©Commission: the transformation of ocoal into oil

8nd eleotricity at the pit-heads. If scientifioally
treated in that manner, the British coal industry
ocould be made to pay and could offor work to al}
present-day skilled miners. No doubt reorganiza-
tion on so large a scale requires time : but wherae is
thers even the hint of any intention of making a
beginning? The ominous silence of Ministers on
this vital matter coupled with their * Hours’ Bill ™
proves that all they can think of is to save non-
paying mines by reducing the oost of labour. To
do this, miners are to work 8} instead of 7% hours:
yet to ask miners to produce mora coal at a time
when thare is an international over-produotion of
coal already, really strikes one as an inecident fit for
Alice in Wonderland, We mentioned last week a
Miners’ resolution passed at Saarbriicken, asking
for a reduction of miners’ working hours : the only
common gense remedy surely for the time being.

* * *

I¥ Government would declare against reduction of
miners’ wages below their present
4. level and against any farther
subsidy to mine owners, the une

Pledges, not
words require

‘remunerative mines would naturally have to olose

down. As a consequence, miners would be thrown

" out of work : granted ; but it is just here that the

Government should step in and provide for en

i 1 i h
applied, this amendment of itself naturally will not - absorption of these men by lowering the hours

worked per man on remunerative mines. Not to
do this, but rather to legislate for longer hours, is
not only absurd: it also removes the only pressure
that Government can ueefully bring to bear on
mineowners short of wholesale nationalization of
their properties. For once it was made olear to

| them that, unless a mine ocan bs made to pay on
| present standards of life of its labour foree, it had

intended to come to Parliament sgzain for more | better cease to be worked at all, the owners of such

propertios would have a new and very real inoen-

tive to consider favourably amalgamation with

adjoining propertiaes, selling agreements, support of
central power stations, &¢. The whole gravamen of
the Mioers ia that they and they alone are asked
to bear the necessary cost of a perlod of transition,
without the slightest guarantee that it is really
transition that is aimed at aud not the s’atus qua,
The Mining Industry Bill as “a first instalment”
might do: but only if ocoupled with an “ Hours’
Bill”, which instead of providing for hours of
work to be raised from 734 to 84, would provide
for their being lowered from 7} to 6. In that case,
the “first instalment” would, we foel sure, be follow .
ed pretty quickly by a second one; as it is, even

the firat is bound to remain a dead letters and

what is worst, Labour will be sure that it is meant

to remain such—hardly the right and statesmane

like way for Mr, Baldwin to establish that “indo-

strial pease” which he advooates so often. Good-

will is admirable: but what about at least omne

substantial pledge of translating that good will
from words into deeds ?

» - e
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ﬂINDﬁ-MUSMM '-t;ansion- -gtill continues to be the
_outstanding feature. on the.Indian

political horizon. There have been

disturbances reported from Kustia,
Pabna and Sihali. The U. P. Government have
found it necessary to impose a punitive police
force in Allahabad city for one' year on account of
the riots and sporadic assauits that disgraced the
oity in the previous week and which were remi-
niscent of the April riots in Caloutta. We are not
certain that the disturbances in Allahabad were not
due to the migration to that city of the up-country
gundas in Calcutta as a result of the passing of
the Bengal Security Act. It were far better to in-
tern these gundas in a safe place than raerely drive
them from a place where they were known and
matohed to a place where they could play their
devilry with greater ease. The Bakr-id riots in
Delhi have been followed by the deplorable organi-
sation of Muslim and Hindu Defence Committces
to defend the members of their respective commu-
nity who were implicated*in the rit; ts.

*

Communal
Disturbances.

SIRDAR JOGENDRA SINGH, the Minister of Agri-

culture in the Punjab, where the.

Private Peace

Endeayours. discussion in the looal legislature

of the Money-Lenders Bill has
tonded to exacerbate communzl tension, called an
informal meeting of the members of the Legisla-
tive Council with a view to find means to ease the
tengion. The feeling prevailed that a compromise
over the Money-Lenders Bill would form a suitable
basis for a rappprochement. But that effort failed.
Meanwhile the editors of newspapers in Sind have
arranged ‘to meet and discuas the ways in which
they could help to restore communal amity. There
can be no doubt that the press in lndia, parti-
cularly the vernacular press, has been guilty of
fanning the tlame and in some cases exploiting
the discord. And in some recenf cases the Govern-
ment had fto prosecute the edifors, But it would
anyday be better if the editors themselves realired
their full moral as well as legal responsibility, and
declined to pander to the communal prejudices of
their clientelee. The Working Committee of the
Indian National Congress, which met last week-end
in Caloutta, has resolved on establishing a perman-
ent Publicify Buresu to popularise the resoluations
of the Unity Conference held in Delhi in 1924 and
to educate the people out of their communal ani-
mosities and to develop a sound national ouf-look.
While these efforts are good in their way, we must
reckon the fact that as long as harping on commu-
nalism pays, eomebody will surely be forthocoming
to profit by it. The Government must take a more
active share ir: terilising“oommunalism.

THE Swarajist party and policy are fast vanishing

away. The party was much admired -

Swaraiist

‘Manosuvres. for its discipline. But now even

that is gone. The Swarajist mem-
bers of the Tunjab Legislative Counocil were given
a special dispensation to participate in the debates
on the Money-Lenders Bill only. But they chose to
take a leading part in other debates as well. The
TU.P. Swarajists, without any dispensation at all,
are busy debating the Agra Tenanoy Bill.in the
U. P. Legislative Council. The Swarajist members
of the Bengal Legislative Counoil have given notice
of several resolutions, very fow of which seem to
justify & walk-in of the Swarajist councillors,
All the same, they mean to “walk in; ” and it is
doubtful if they will be deterred ‘from going their
way oven if the Working Committee should have
the hardihcod o refuse the permission. As for

" polioy, s number of paople in the Central Provinoces

aud Berar, who ‘“‘have been merely Congressmen
and do not belong to any of the parties springing

- up like mushrooms in the country ™ have appealed

to the Swarajist and. Responsivist leaders to -ao~

-oept a formula that they bhave kindly invented.

The Congressmen of C, P. and Berar—thanks for
this limitation—are to contest the -general slections
on the cpommon ticket of " continuous, consistent
and persistent obstruction with a view to prevent
the very functioning of the legislatures,’ Lf such
Congressmen sscure solid standing majorities in
four provincial legislative Councils—the number ia
sufficient to impress the (Qovernment—then un-
adulterated obstruction ought to be followed. If
such Inajorities are not forthcoming, Responsive
Cooperation should be adopted to give effeot to
which “Ministerships may generally be accepted” |
To these eminent politiciane it makes no difference
if they seek election on one ticket and do quite a
different thing, once they.get into their saddle.
Down South, Mr. 8. Srinivasa Iyengar, the acting
Leader of the Swaraj party, had his faith in non-
acceptance of offices queationed by his eral-while
oolleague, Mr. Chakkarai Chetty. Mr. Iyengar has
had, therefore, to reiterate his policy that if the
Congress captured the Councils, but refused offices,
the Government would be forced to meet the
national demand; whereupon offices might ba
accepted. Mr, Iyengar did not say what he would
do if the Congress failed to oapture the Counoils,
He might more usefully consider that probability :
for with the personal and communal dissensions
in the Swarsjist camp and the growth of the
Responsive and Indian National Party, there is
but a slender chance of the Swarajists ocapturign
the Councils, .
*

IN his last article on “Jadis Revisited” in the

. Westminster  Gazetfte, Mr. J. A,
:315::‘;1_ Spender sums up his general _eon-
clusions on the Indian political

situation. *“The experience of the Act of 1919 has

boen quite gufficient” and the time has arrived to
congider the next step. Diarchy must pass and all
offices thrown open to those who are fit for them.
“ Nothing is more desirable than real responsibitity
in the Provinces, ” but along with it, a strong Cen-
tral Government should be retained. Unexcep-
tional oonclusions, loog held and cherished by the
Indisn politician. Mr. Spender would have the In-.
dian intelligentia think out and lay down plans for
the future constitutional developmeat of India.
The Indian politician is not the sole jarbiter of
the politioal development of India; and as long
as the other and dominant party is not willing, it
would be too much of an academic diversion for him
to draw up what muast be only a paper constitution.
All the same, the Indian intelligentia has given seri-
ous thought to the subject and laid down the general
lines of advance in the resolution of the Coungress
angd other national bodies: and also in resolutions
moved -in the Legislative Assembly. The Com-
monwealth of India Bill is an effort at a more de-
finite embodiment of the same. Mr. Spender’
advice has, therefore, been anticipated and Indians
have done as much as they could do under the
present ciroumstances. The diffioulty is with the
(Government. Mr., Spender would have them give
up the fetish that only in 1928 the constitution
could be revised, to drop the demand for the
abject submission of the Swarajists, to cease to
troat the Indian politician as:a ohild to be {reward-
ed for good behaviour and to initiate an enquiry
in India:regarding the future constitution of Indis,
All these suggestions presuppose a will to ocon-
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oiliate and advance, . As s matter of fact, 1t is con-

spiouous by ite absence. The latest instance of

this is the outrsgeous nominations to the Iudian

delegations to tbe Imperial Conference and the

League of Nations on which we comment elsewhera,
- - - [ ]

ishop of Si ore has recently raised in the
THE Blshop o 15::%.;;; Medical Journal the question:

'l';"’l P'°':,"’°”" “ What is the cause of the upeet of
i mental balance which is so common

Trusteeship.

in the tropice ? This aspeot ranges
from excessive irritability or loss of judgment to
lunsoy or suicide.” Wae have not seen the replies
of medical men invited by ‘our -contemporary, but
a8 laymen with some personal knowledge of the
subject we suggeat that the main reason is loss of
m:rale. On the one hand this is fosterad by the
European in the tropics oconsidering himeelf as
Mastor and “ natives " as ohildren, foola or giaves,
and by the unfortunate fact that this idea of the
white man’s super-humanity is still largely beiog
pandered to by the servility of those olasses of
inhabitants of the Tropiocs with whom he naturally
oomes most in contaot—servants, hangers on,
sycophants, people who want to aell dear or
to buy cheap; all the orowds of “ natives"” we are
all so familiar with in our Indian cantonments,
not to speak of the common people everywhere
over whom he has bsen set to rule and who
approsch him with the weapons natural to the
weak and downtrodden everywhere. . If this sors of
milieu quite naturally makes for megalomania and
resultent loss of balance ‘and irritability, on the
other there is the aberonoe of those traditional in-
hibitions which keep the average man's conduot up
to the satandard of the sooiety in which he lives.
Onoe he has left Europs, the European in the Tropios
finds he oan 1. t himself go without anybody know-
ing of it : for the next European is separated from
him by an isolating wall of * native" humanity
and therefore cannot .know about it, aund the
* natives " themselves of: course do not count.
Taking the two faotors together, a man must be of
pretty stern stuff, not to fall & prey to these insi-
dious temptations and t» go to pieces morally.
‘What we have always maintained is that, if the
relationship of man to man as that of master to

alave is bad for the slave, it is almost worse for |

the master," even when he oalls himeself, as the

latest fashion is—trustes.
2 » »

THE latest Administration Report of the Belgian

- Congo ( for 1924 ) makes melanocholy

Belgian Trustees. reading for anyone oontemplating

, Africa from the African’s point of
view. The Belgian " Congo Independent State ™
oovers an area of nearly a million squara miles
( double that of the South African Union or only
slightly less than that of British India) with
however a population of only about 8§ millions,
of whom 10,000 are Europeans, In 1924,
278 104 Afrioans.were wage earners in agrioul-
tural, Industrial and ocommercial wundertsk-
ings of Europeans, i.e. of the whole population,
men, women and children,. old and young, able-
bodied and unfit, one person out of thirty was
working in these European establishmeuta, . Qoing
by Indian analogies, in which the male population
between the ages of 20 and 55 forms about 233% of
the total population, this means therefore that cut
of the total population of working age in the Congo
- oue sizth was engaged in foreign, establishmente.
No wonder *the drain”, as the, Official Report
remarks, 'was excessive’’ and it haa been officially

i

roalized aud admitted that “the question of recrait-
ing labour is acute. and. the. time: near,. when. the;
number of workers [for foreign enterprises] could
not be increased without compromising the future
of the native communities”; that therefore “the
mazimum aumber of workers available for Euro-
pean undertakings has very nearly beon reached.’”
As it is, the labour available for the native produc-.
tion of foodstuffs has become so redwoed, that
(overnment apparently has to resort to “constant
‘pressure”’ ( whatever that may mean), in order to
persuade” the village population “to extend the:
cultivation of foodstuf¥s, in order to prevent famine.” .
What the average “treatment” ‘is, can perhape..
be guessed from the health situation of which no
statistics are available but of which the Report is
oonstrained to say that in Katanga *“the goneral-
health had made no progress and remained serious,”
whilst in Kasai, where in 1923 it had been reported..
that mortality rates were too high, the Report now
records that “‘employers of labour continued to offer

‘the graatest possible passive resistance to the appli-

cation of the legislation for the proteotion of the-
health of the native workers.” The Report conse-.
quently stresses the necessity of husbanding the.
resources of available labour and therafore of treat-

ing the workers weil”, but it notes that employers
are only just “beginning to realize the importance
of good treatment in order to keep their workers”!
The Congo came under European " trusteeship” in’
1883 and today, after 41 years, European employers
thera are juat beginning......

* » »

WE have greal pleasure to announce that Hoer.
Highness the Maharani _Saheb,
Prosident of the Gwalior Regenoy
Council, has kindly given Rs, 8000,
and that His Highness the Aga Khan has, as soon:
ashe heard in London of the fire that ocourred
in the Arya-Bhushan Press, kindly oabled to

5. 1. 5.Fire
Relief Fund.

" Mr., Sastri offering a munificent subscoription of
' Re. 5,000, We are also happy to note that Pandit

Madan Mohan Malaviys, Raja Rampal Singh,
Syed Raza Ali, Sir Te] Bahadur Sapru and Mn C.
Y. Chintamani have issued the .follo,wgiLng appeal
bespeaking gemercus response to the Society’s
appeal for two lacs of rupees towards the Fire
Relief Fund : “The Servanta of India Sooiety has
suffered a terrible loss. The Aryabhushan and Dpyan
Prakash Press which was built uo with great
pationce sand foresight by Mr, Gokhale to be a
support to the Society has been nearly destroyed
by fire.=Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, President of the
Bervants of India Society, has appealed to the
publio for fwo lakhs of rupees which would be
required to enable the Society to make a fresh
start. Weo earnesily hope that his appeal will
meet with a generous response and that the mem-
bers of the Society, who will go round to various
places, will receive full and active help from all
quarters.” We tender our grateful thanks to all
these friends of the Sooiely. The total promises

| have now come up to about Rs 62,000. We need

hardly emphasise that the sooner the public promise
and pay up the full amqunt required, the socmer
our members will be :free .to give their undivided
attention $o ihe servioce of the publio
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INDIX  “ REPRESENTATIVES. »

the Indian delégation at the forthcoming sessions
of the Imperial Conference and the Assembly of the
Leagiie of Nations must be taken a8 a definitive
attampt on the part of the Imperial authorities to
raduce India's status at these gatherings to the pre-
war lovel. Not enjoying autonomy in domestic
affairs, India was still raised, after the war and in
recognition of her splondid war services, to equal
gtaus with Great Britain and the Dominions as
an independent State in international affairs, and
was admitted to full membership of the Imperial
Conference and the League of Nations. It would
appear from the selection of India’s representatives
at this year's sttbings of these bodies that Gtovern-
ment have now almost finally decided to remove
the anomaly in $he present position by officialising
such representation in fact, if not in name, and thus
to revert, as far as possible, to the position which
existed before 1918. Else we cannot understand
how the Maharajadhiraj of Burdwan may be
supposed to represent non-official opinion at the
Tmperial Conference and Khan Bahadur Shaikh
Abdul Quadir at the League of Nations. At both

these bodies the Government of India had made.

g0 far a suitable selection of Indian representatives
and given the men appointéd a fairly wide scope,
but still the public demand was that unless Indian
represontatives led the delegations, the ‘purpose of

India being inoluded in her own right among the.

State members of these bodies would not ‘be fully
served. The Government of India oo had held out
the hope that the domand would be met so far at any
rate ag the League of Nations was concerned, but

the hope ie now dashed to the ground, and the per-

sons selected are such that to all inteats and pur-

poses India has been deprived of her voice at these

international assemblies,

In giving what may well ba regarded 'as a pro-
mise to appoint an Indian to lead India’s delega«
tion, however, the Law Maember of the Government
of India, Mr. 8. R. Das, had stressed in March last,
it should be recalled, the anomalous position iw
which India stood, not having an autonomous
government as yet. He had said, first of all, that
India’s admission to the Loagué of Nations was it~
gelf due to the mers accidont of India being one of
the signatories to the Versailles Treaty ; secondly,
that the delegation of avery country represents the
Government of that country and mnot the popula-
tion atlarge; and thirdly, that India, being yet a
dependent country, oannot glaim the kind of repre-

sentation independent countries are entitted tohave.

On all these points the Law Member was egregiously
intho wrong. India did not juet happen to ‘sign the

countrien of a “now status,” of a position of full

natlonal equality with othey oountriea, Thé -

League of Nations Assembly again’' wag neveér

| designed to consist merely of official representa~

v _. ] tiven, but of men who could claim to represent the
THE personnel, offidially announced last week, of !

broad mass of peeple. The well-known . pronounce-
ment of the late Woodrow Wilson, which lays
down this principle, is authoritative on the point
The very fact that India, though a subject nation,
wag allowed to mign the Covenant as a separats
mamber of the League of Natione as though ehe.
were independent, proves that she oan rightly
olaim the same kind of representation at the
League as any other country. The oontentions of
the Law Meunibor are thus altogether ill-founded,
and prove that the Government of India is not pre-
‘pared to assert and utilise the * new status " which
‘belongs to her by virtue of her admission to mem-
bership of the League. In the light of this state-
ment the gelection of an official to lead the depu-
‘tation and of such a lesser light as Khan Bahadur
Quadir to represent Indian opinion is not at all
surprising ; what s surprising is the faot that a
virtual pledge was mads to appoint in March last
a non-official Indian to lead the delegation.

The anomaly ot which the Law Member laid
so0 muoh emphasis is baing exploited by several
oritios to India’s disadvantage. Oaé such writer is
Mr. Richard Jebb, who in his recent study of
Empire politios, styled The Empire in Eclipse, oalls
pointed attention: to the anomalous position in
which India stands : he suys, “ The anomaly might
give rise to awkward situations at the Conference:
supposing some suoh question as that of the
Indians in Kenya were pressed to a vote. Contin-
‘gencies of this kind would require to ba forestalled
by judicious evasion, or met by absention from
‘voting.” Apparently the Government of Indis in-
tend to meet such contingencies in another way
=by sending to international gatherings men who
“would not bring matters to a headJat the Imporial
Conference and who would not even desire to raise
them at the Loague of Nations. But naturally Mr.
Jebb doos not wish to rely solely upon the good-
will of the Government of India. He would rather
gsee the latter formally debarred from arguing on
any question agsinst any*of the Ddminions. * The
most sarious featara of the Indian agitation has
been, " says he, “the support openly given fo it by
the Government of India; even by a Viceroy him-
self; in strongly worded public statements. Thus
the Government of India has been publicly arrayed
againet the Governments of the Dominions, parti-
ocularly South Africa.” This will have, according
to this writer, a disastrous effect upon the pease of
the Empire as a whole; and therefore he suggests
that “it ought not to ba possible for the Government
of India to appear in public econflict with the Domi-
nions, however the merits of the disputes may be

7 | judged.” The last olause is most important. No
poacs treaty ; the separate signatares of the Domi-
nions, and of India along with them, to the Treaty '
of Versailles signified the attainment by thess -

matter how unjnst the policy of the Domionionsmay
be in regard to India, still India must make no
complaint in publio but must pretend as if she were
in the best of relations with the Dominions. It does
not ocour to this eminent author o ask himself what
‘advantage would in that case acorue fo India by
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pariloipating in inter-imperial gatherings if she
-oannot lay a complaint, however legitimate and
wellfounded, against other membars of the Domi.
nions. What Ladia principally hopes to securs- by
her membarship of the Imperial Conference and the
League of Nations is the bettarment of the 1ot of
Indians residing abroad. If however she is to be
-estopped from raising this or a similar guestion,
she hasg little interest in the proceedings of thess
august agsomblages. The Government of India

would of sourse hotly contest the suggestion made

‘by Mr. Jebb, bat by their selection of the parsons
-appointed to  represent India they have done in

practios what Mr."Jobb wounld like them to acknow-
-ledge in theory. India is gagged !

" Finslly, what the Liagtue ought to want to
¥now and what we guess Francs will now want to
‘Enow 1is, why, if the British Empire oda get
on extrs vote by putting forward a puppet
momber like Indis, France may not put forward
the Bultan of Morocco and/or the Day of Tunis
-for the same purpose ?

" DOES CHINA NEED SYMPATHY?

FROM certain sources sympathy has been vouoh-
-aafed to China in indulgent degrses for the last
ten years. The world has been appealed to from
platform and conference to offer it, and has res-
‘ponded in very generous expressions. Tiis seem-
-ed reasonable and logical in the early years, but
‘how long must it be maintained ¥ Those farthest
removed from China find it easy to slur over the
awful opium oonditions of this land by uttering the
“very worn-out statement that with a good Contral
Government all will be well. But will it? We who
have worked here for almost a quarter of a cenfury
are not 8o sanguine. We wish wo could fesl convinaed
-of the atatement so often repeated in home publioa-
tions, that the Chinese peaple are against opium
and were it not for militarists and ocorrupt officials
they would make an end of opiam. Facts and ex-
perience are all agzainst it. If China gets rid of
-oplam during the noxt tweaty-five years, 1t will
only be by direot officlal suppression. A oertain
‘snti-oplum sentiment i ocultivated by missionary,
public health, and anti-opfum associations, but its
-offaot is barely peroeptible. The millions of China
oan oply be infiuonced by law and force where
-opium {s concerned. Take the present oplum season
-of 1925-26; opium has been grown without let or

hindrance in every provinocs where ocultivation has |

“boen’ worth while. It has been compulsory in an
enormous number of centres, but}where not com-
‘pulsory it has been grown by the farmers, becauss
it Is a profitable transaotion, and the lamentable’

inorease in opium smoking is creating a propor-; |

tionately fnoreased demand, ' Oplum smoking has
no restrictions from the highest to tha Towest, in'
the land. The traffio is encouraged and taxed for
military and ‘oivil purposss in 15 out of the 18 pro<
vinoes, all soclal restriotions aré removed, opinm is

amoked openly in traing; steamers, hotels and

country inns, it is offered to guests in Yamens,"
official residences and tea houses; and when Mis-
sionary reports from some provinces ‘stats that
6 to 8 people out of ten smoke opium, is there any
ground for stating that the Chinese as a natiod are

‘azainst the perniciods drug? It is more than sug-

gestive, that the recrudescence of poppy in China
coincided with the cessation of the Indian opium’
importation. Did China wish to get rid of opium,
per se,or merely of Indian opium ? A very large
and unbiassed seotion of foreigners ara inclinéd to
take the latter view. ‘ _
China, is doing absolutely mothing to' stop
opinm, she has done nothing for ten years, in fact
the evidence ie all the other way, We cannot be

" unmindful of the excellent work of Glovernor Yen
" of Shansi or Marshal Feng of the areas they oon-

trolled. These two oxamples are unique both for
their excellence, and the fact that not another
ruler in China has shown the least inolination to
jimitate them. The law is sometimes enforced in
local areas against the poor, but rever against the
gentry oroffioiale. As the country cannot be ap-
pealed to ag a whole, basause 80 many seotions are
under independent rulers, would it be interfering
with internal affairs, if the League of Nations ap-
pealed to these independént satraps ? . Something
must be done, for the inauguration of the 15 Yyears'
period of gradual suppression depends largely upon
China’s restrictive cultivation between now and
1929, , o o

" China north of the Yang Tze Kiang River. is

1 now dominated by three rullng pawers, not one of

whom has done anything to stop opium, except
make speeches for publicatioo, whilst. their subordi-
nate generala raise opium taxes to maintain their
armies, . . o :
The opium state of Caina has never been more
deplorable and certainly mever more demoralising
than at present, and sympathy is.entirely mis-
placed. . Sympathy for the poor and ignorant
pessants who are being destroyed by the use of
their own opium, yes; but forthe nation as repre-

.sented by her official and roling olasses, a thous-

and times no. ‘ : _ )
W. H. GRAHAM ASPLAND.

LABOUR IN SOUTH AFRICA.

ONE of the great shocks of surprise that comes to
any oae, who goes out to South Africa for the first
time from India, is to find a ‘Labour® Party in

| possession, whioh is entirely devoted to' ‘ white®

labour and has no place in iis Trade Unions for

any one elso except the white man. Since all the

unskilled and lower-skilled manual work: -of South
Afrioa is performed by the native Africans called
the Bantus or by the ‘coloured’ peopls, i. e. the half

_oastes, or by the Indians ( speclally in Natal), the

white man has got into such & condition that he
regards it to be undignified to avtcept any bus
higher grade work that does not demand succés-
sivetoil. Thus it is clear that the word ‘Labour
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Party ' is a misnomer. At least it in- no. way Te-
presents the proletariat of South Africa. White
Labour is an aristocracy, strongly entrenched
upon the labour.of the coloured races: It draws its

own high salaries owing to the incessant labours

of those beneath, on whose shoulders it bas. risen
to power. ' I have had many talks with white
labour leaders in South-Africa and they have told
me frankly that . white labour is out for its own
hand ; and that the coloured races whioh undersell
the white labour, muat be kept out of the skilled
labour at all costs.

If the employer were to offer a skilled post to a

non-European, thera would be an immediate strike

of the Europeans. For a whole series of posts have
been protected for white men only. Yet it is still
a recognised thing, in some of the mines, at least,
to allow a white man at his own cost, a Native
African to do the hard manual wotk, in. his own
gkilled joh. An instance of this given me was that
of blasting ; & white man who was in charge of hig
job, was allowed to supply the African mnative to
drill the boles, etc. The only thing the white man
dul was to point to the place where the hole was to
be drilled. If is practically certain that the native
.A.flioan oould have done this blasting work in time
entirely satisfactorily with a minimum of guper-
vision. Yet the white man supervised the whole
time and did nothing else. The white man was
supposed to do even the drilling itself, which was a
‘* white man's job ’, and to draw wages for drilling
and blasting. He drew for hig work something be-
tween £40 and £30 per month, and out of this he
‘would pay the Bantu Iabourer, who did the drilling
£3. The employers were obliged to allow this to
g0 on ; and the Colour Bar Bill which has just been
passed by a Grand Committee of both Houses of
lParliament is ment to proteot the white man in
these privileges. I would add that the example I have
given is the worst that I came aoross of the abnor-,
mal state of affairs in South Afrioa. It was told
me by a ‘labour’ man himself. There are, of course,
‘many thousands of white men as skilled engineers,
“electricians, ete.,, doing just as hard work as in
England. They are drawing very high wages in-
deed, because they have made their Trades Unions
a olose preserve for the white man. Perhaps the
best phrase to indicate this state of affairs is to
oall i, "protected white skilled labour’,
| There are some rudimentary organisations of
‘Bantu labour also, The ohief organisation is the
I C. U., which means the Industrial and Commer-
_oial Union of Bantu workers. Little by littls, this
{organiaation will gain unity, strength and power.
At present 1t is only at the beginning of thivgs I
‘met Bantu leaders and had very earnest talks with
them. In many respeots, it seemed to me more
important for.the All-India Trades Union Congress
to come Intos touch with them and help them for-
ward in their early struggling days, than to come
into touch with the aristooratio ‘white”’ Trades
" TUnpions wholwere keeping up their high 'wages ow-
ing to the depression of the ooloured labourers, and
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who would not .nd;nit any ooloured labouror inho,
the close preserve of their Trade Unions. .

. With regard to the white Trades Unions, there-
was at first, in South Afrios, a very great reluot.
ance to meet me, as a representative of the All-
India Trades Union Congress. Presure, however,

Unions authorities there, and I received an invita-
tion, first of all, from the Parliamentary Committee
of the Labour Party to meet- them in conference.
This was, as it happened, a very important event,
because the Labour: Party held the balance in the -
Cabinet on the -Indian question ;. and their sup-
port for the suspebsion of the Asiatic Bill would
be the turning: point in the struggle. The disous-
sion that morning was somewbhat desultory, but-
the conviction was gained by those present as the
debate went on that the Asiatio Bill. was unwork-
able, as far as its main purpose was concerned,
which wae to. get the Indians. out of the country..
The next meeting, which I had with the Cape
Labour Party, was a failure. The Cape audience
was & crowded ome; but they had been induced
to hear me only in the assurance that they should
hear the anti-Asiatic side from Mr. Strachan, the-
Chairman of the Parlimentary Labour party, ata
seoond session. The whole meeting which I
addressed was hostile in the extreme; therafare I
left the Cape gathering with a very dis-heartening:
impression of the eelfish attitude of the white man
in South Africa. The third opportunity that was
given to me was in Johannesburg, where the Trades:
Union Congress was held. I was allowed by the:
Chairman fo appear, st one of these sessions, for
exactly half an hour. It seemed to me quite
evident that it had only been with some difficulty
that this privilege had been granted to me, The
Chairman, Senator Briggs, asked for a patient
hearing for me, and I had every courtesy shown
me. But I was aware of & coldness in atmosphere-

and no questions wera asked after Ihad finished.
I was gimply thanked by the Chairman and then
left the room.

On the whole, therefore, throughout these-
different meetings, I had a sense of restraint and
depresslon. Nevertheless, they made an invaluable
opening through which to come into olose touch
with the leaders of the Labour Party; and it was
_probably due more to the action of those Labour
‘leaders than anything else that the Asiatic Bilt
was in the end wuhdrawm For if the Labour Party-
had ineisted on the Asiatic Bill being oarried for-
“ward (as indeed they ineisted on the Colour Bar
- Bill}, there would have arisen an nnpoaslble position
for General Hertzog and Dr. Malan, They would
_not have been able to carry out their purpose with
“their own party, because the young nationalists
beaded by Mr. Roos were by no means prepared to
drop the Bill. It was rea.lly the support, that the
Labour Party gave to General Hertzog,” which
" madé hith able to oarry his whole natmnahst partr
with him,
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The news has reached me that the South Afri. '

- oan Labour Trades Unions are prepared to mect
delegates from India at a conference. This has
naturally made me think out the whole question
very anxiously indeed. My own impression is that
it would be best in the oircumstances to defer to
the coming conference between the two Govern-
ments and to suggest that any further confersnoe
be held over pending the result of the Government
Conferenoce itself.

At the same time, I think it wonld be a good
thing for the All-India Trades Union Congress to
got in touch with the Industrial and Commercial
Union (I. C. U.) among the Bantus.

C. F. ANDREWS.

———

FREEDOM.

IN a previous article I showed that, acoording to
Scholastic dootrine, the State is “a natural in-
atitution, an integral portion of the design of na-
ture, and neither the product of ehance nor of con-
vention, ’ as Dr. Oronin* so clearly puts it. To
many, this emphasia on what seems almost a com-
monplace may seem guperfluous:as a matter of
fact, most Scholastic principles seem at first
blush rather commonplace, and it is only when one
-goea further into the matter and draws the oonsequ-
ences which inevitably flow from these prinoi-
ples, that one discovers that what, to tge plain man
of commonsense had sesemed almost axiomatio,
hes in the history of human thought been treated
88 highly oontroversial. So also in this oase. In
modern thought man either had invented the State
or else man was merely the cog of a machine: in
sither case, the prineipal problem for the indivi-
duai was, how to defend his individuality against
this “ Frankenstein ” or “Leviathan” of a State.
In Schniastic thought on the other hand there is no
-such antithesis : the individual is a rational being
who employs bis reason infer alia to discover * the
design of naturs, ” the natural laws in acoordance
with whioh the State has beenjdesigned by God and
in strict compliance with which alone the State
and the individuals, who composa it, can funection
properly i- e. -easily, without friction, freely. Thus
we arrive at the Soholastic idea of freedom as obe-
dience to the Eternal Law, to the Divine Reason
underlying the cosmio design. In natural science
this attitude still holds good and it is agreed that
to dispose of the forces of nature, it is necessary
to obey the laws of mature: but in the moral
soiences that attitude has been largely abandoned,
On the one hand the Atomistic view considers man
ag void of wall responsibility, the deterministio
shuttlecock of battledores whioh are beyond man’s
power of interference; on the other, the Conven-
tlonist holds that man does not discover, bat invents
social laws, and therefore that his own reason is
sutonomous, its own law, soversign and not own-
ing obedience to anything. The first theory issues
in the Servile State of Communiam, the second in
the Rebellious State of Liberalism: whilst Sohola-
sticlsm aims at the Peaceful State, if we take
““peace” in the sense of 8t. Augustine's definition
a8 “the tranguillity of order™; the tranquility
that is, whioh results from smooth running, from
the healthy functioning of an organism acoording
to its nature.

* Miochael Oronin: The Soience of Ethios, .Dublic. 1917
Vol. & » 4.

Hearking back to Prof. Wilde’s book®as typioal
of 80 much of modern thought, the problem in all
its orudity appears to such thought as “that of
adjusting the publio and private aspeots of life so
that freedom of personality shall not be saorificad
to the external conditions of its realization”—"the
State being really the great rival of the individual™
(p. 11). This theory then is that of perpetual
conflict: as in the economic sphere Soocialism
considers the perpetual state of war between olass
and class “patural”, so in tha political sphere
Liberalism does the same in regard to the perpataal
warfare between individual and State. And since
"Liberalism has enthroned each individual as the
- autonomous soveraign of himsalf, the best solution

it oan expeot is that of “putting up with things”, i e.
tolerating evil and compromising, resigning itself
stoioally, that “the only liberty for which .one can
hope, even in a demooraoy, is & moderate and tole-
rant liberty, involving the renunciation of c¢ur
instinctive passionate wills, and the cultivation of
8 Bpirit of compromise and ocooperation” ( p. 203 ).
To guch counsels of despair, to such depths of
Pegsimism, has a century of Liberalism’s unques-
$ioned sway brought us today.

Ia glaring oontrast to such formulation ?f
modern ideas of * freedom ”, Aquinasst laya it
" down that “the root of all freedom rests in reason™
Animals therefore have no freedom, for the.y are
without reason and aet automatically in ae-
cordance with their non-ratiopa! instinots and
sensory reactions. Man on the other hand is en~
dowed with reason, whioh, to use Leo X1Il's lumi-~
nous explanation, enables him “ to see that all
earthly goods are contingent, and therefore to eon-
 sider none of them as absolutely necessary ends:
, wherefore the human will is at ensire liberty to
" decide for one’ or the other of them.” (tbid.) This
- liberty is oalled the “liberty of spescification,” i.e. the

human oapacity of selecting amongst the means to
an end, and it is this liberias spec:ﬁcatzqms whm_h
renders man capable of self-determination. This
liberty itself is based on the simple and spiritual
nature of the human mind, whioch, oapa.blg of tra.ns'-
oending the conorete and temporal, can 'abstzact
universal ideas and oan oombine pasf, present a_nd
future in ope comprehending glance; thus enabling
man by this libertas exercitii to act freely, ie. as,
master of his aotions. Now since the human will,
though always directed towards the good, must make
a choice between the variety of goods .whl.oh at
every turn confront it, reason must nao_essanly be
oalled in o decide which of the goods is the mosé
desirable one to pursue under the given ciroumatan- -
ocag. The leas instinotive, impulasive, therefore an
act, and the more rational, deliberate, salf—detam:;-
ined, the more truly human and truly free an aot it
is. Henoe, “inasfar as man is moved not by his own.
determination, but by something oompelli.ng him.
from outside of himself, in just that degree iaman a
elave. If therefore he ever acts contrary to reason,
he becomes ‘alionated’, subject to something alien
to his whole nature. ™ (zbid. p. 28.) Now as is
notorious, both human will and human reason are
not perfect : honoe reason often _makes a thing to
appear ag good when really it is not, and induces
the will to aim at it as if it were really good. I‘n
other words, reason is liable to err. But this
possibility of going wrong on the part of the human
mind is of course not an advantage but & drawback :

* . Wilde: The Ethical Basis of ths 3tase. Prinoston.

1924, k ]
4Da Veritate, 243. quoted by Dr. Peter Tischleder an p.

23 of hig * Staatalehrs Leos XIII. M. Gladbmsh. 13257, &a

—

which I called attention in my last article, .
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ti:ereforo this lidertas conlrarietatis, this oapacity
for acting contrary to the right, is not conducive to
freedom at all, but rather to servitude.

It will be seen at once, how this idea of
* freedom *’ differs from the current onae of Libera-
lism, which seems to prize above all otbers man’s
liberty of going wrong, where Scholasticism would
deplore it a8 a liability to going wrong. “To he
free " to the modern practically means to be able
to act according to caprice; whilst to the Catholio
it means acting acoording to law. Forlaws to us
are signposts, as it were, showing where human
reason and will is likely to be deceived and to go
wrong; to them laws are fetters, shackling
the caprice of the individual. Scholasticism de-
fines law, 88 *“ an ordering according to reason ”
in the sense that compliance with it will result
in “order”; but alro in that other sense that
Divine Reason (of which buman reason is but, as
it woere, a receiving instrument) orders, commands
it. Heraolitus already perceived that sll human
laws derive from the divine law: inversely we
can also say that inasmuch as human laws are
according to reason, they are in accordance with
the Eternal Taw, God’s grand cosmic design. Of
this Eternal Law, the tus geniium, the ‘' natursl
law"”,* is the reflection; whilst the “human law”
is but a conorete application of the general prinei-
vles of the “natural law ™', Thus, fur instance, the
Eternal Law of justice, of giving everybody his
due, is reflected in the natural law: “Thou shalt
not steal ”; whilst human law defives acd deter-
mines the different forms of theft and the varying
punishments of the thief. Human law i, e. State
law, therefore merely serves to facilitate man’s
obgervance of the Eternal Law, i. e. man's iife
according to the very laws of his being, hence also
inversely is State law cnly binding, inasfar as it
does not contradiot the eternal law of God.

“Freedom is thus contrasted, pot with coersion
but with irrationality” says Prof. Wilde (p. 197)
quite rightly. In the last instabice, even he and
these he speaks for, of course connot get away from
the fact that " it is not doing as we please, that
constitutes us free, but doing as we ought”. (p. 64)
But where Scholastic and Liberal are agreed that
man isliable to go wrong, the latter advocates as the
only safe corrective as far as possible an nniversal
liberty for every individual to do as be pleasss, in
the hope that in the welter of contrary caprices the
best plan of action will come up top; whilst the
former endeavours to conform human effort to the
standard set by natural law and, if he suspscts
such effort to have gone wrong, to reason out such
deviations. Liberaliam therefore is non-rationati,
an appeal to rule-of-thumb, pragmatist; Catholi-
cism on the contrary ia rational, knowing no other
way out, but that of an appeal to reason, an appeal
which itself can only be made by taking ocounsel
together, by disoussing the matter, in other words
—by the parliamentarian method in its strict and
original meaning. Catholics know that there
must be a right way of doing the thing, iI. e of
doing it according to God’s design : the only ques-
tion is that of discovering it, of so. ordering mat-
ters that everything may f6ake its appointed place
in the divine ordex. Whilst Liberalism therefore
aims at *' Liberty, '’ Catholicism does aim at “ Law
and Order.”’ But however unpopular the latter,
nowadays in common parlance somewhat debased,
idea may be, the fact remains that Liberalism
is anti-social in fostering a mentality whioh

* In the senme of it being e. g. against “natural law” to
provent an acoused rom defendipg himaelf against the

socusation,

- — =T = "

revolis on principle against any limitation
of the individual, and thus produces and:
has produced a general rebelliousmess, a sullen
distrust of all human laws, an irritability and
Impatience with every kind of authority as
such, which have made the century after the
F_rench Revolution a long series of civil commo.
tion and political upheaval in all countries of the
West. It is this spirit of l1awlessness and rebellion,
vfhich saps the roots of Western States to-day,
sinoce it is the very negation of that goodwill and
readiness of the individual to take his place, which
alone enables men to live and work together in a
Cgmmonwealth. The wrong “Liberty" sec up by
Liberaliem as an ideal has in fact been proved
wrobg by its own tes® : it does not work in practice.
A little more of that “Liberty”, and thers will be
no State left in which to practise it. Nu, the anti-
thesis of freedom is not coercion, but irrationality.

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS.

REVIEWS.

A MANUAL :OF ECONOMICS.

THE SCILNCE QF PRICES, By JOHN A. ToDD.
( Oxzford University Preas, ) 1925, pp. 264. bs,

AsS the suthor says in the preface and tha references
given at the end of each chapter show, the book
under review is mainly based on Marshall, The
author has tried to put Marshall's theory before
students ‘in a form at once simple and easily
followed, and yet not inaccurate or misleading
through its omiesion of the refinements and quali-
fications which are characteristic of Marshall's
own exposition.’ It may be said at once that the
author has succeeded in his attempt. While con-
forming to the main body of Marshall’s doctrines’
Prof. Todd has allowed himself a great desl of
latitude in re-arranging the mode of treatment of
the subject. He has added chapters on Private
Property, Sooial Reform by Legislation, Co-opera-
tion and Profit-sharing, Monopolies, Corx_:bix_xes and
Trasts, and Socialism, whereas under Distribution
the traditional chapters on wages of labour, profita
of cap'tal and rent of land are conspicuous by their
absence. A special feature of the book is the
statistical Appendix containing twelve tables of
fizures relating to produotion—sagriculturai, mine-
ral, industrial-—population and emigration, occupa-

‘tional distribution, oconsumption of staple com-

modities, prices and wages, etc. in the United
Kingdom,

Prof, Todd believes that * in & text-book ther®-
is little rcom for originality. The principles of
Economics are mow well established.” So there
is little room for the reviewer to criticise Prof.
Todd for any of the doctrines contained in his
book. He has, however, displayed an unfortunate
originality in the title he has given to his book.
He calls it *“ The Soience of Prices' and then,
not being quite sure that the readers will under-
stand what he wants fo write about, hastens t,:_o
add in smaller type “ A Handbook of Eoonomiecs .
What he means by Economics he makes olear by
further adding in brackets in still smaller type
“Production, Consumption and Value.” Distribu-

tion is thus altogether ejected as a division of

economics. After this the author can hardly eay
wita truth that * in a text-book there is little room
for originality > He notes with pride that "it is to
the late Alfred Marshall more than to any other
economist that we owe the development of the
human side of economics ; the very mame that he-

.gave it—the " goience of -everyday- life '—breathes -
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- the new spirit of the subject.’

Yot Prof Todd

- eould not have chosen s better method of t‘t‘xrot_tling
“4hat new apirit than oalling economios the “ Science

- of Prices *'.

Marshail himsalf was not right in

- ealling bis smaller work * Economics of Industry”
when what he wrote inside was the economics of
every-day life including not merely industry but
aleo agrioulture, scommerce, transport and what
not, in their relation to human welfare. And more

. .and more since Marshall first published his “Econo-

_mies of Industry’’ in 1879 have we oome to regard

. ecopomics as the gcience of ‘ wealth

~-* wealth ' in

its original sense of material well-being. Prof,
Todd, however, is only one among many who, hav-
ing been nurtured within the rigid framework of
the classioal theory of exchange-economios, find it
impossible to get away from it in spite of their

. .desire

- soience.

to breathe a new human spirit into the
8o they cannot see how the writer of a

text-book on economice could show any originality

exoept
- -suppre
. which

perhaps by inventing & wrong title for it or
ssing just that division of the scienoe round
some of the hottest controversies. of the

present day are contred. Yet Prof. Edwin Cannan

in his

“Wealth” has demoustrated not only the

possibility but also the necessity of &« new mode of
presentment of the soience of economios.

INFORMATION ON THE REDUCTION OF
ARMAMENTS. By J.W. WHEELER-BENNETT -

(G

THIS is a useful compilation of facts and doou”
menta beariog on the ‘prastical’ aspects of the great

R M. JOSHL

REDUCTION OF ARMANENTS.

eorge Allen & Unwin, Ltd.) 1926. pp. 216. 10a:

project of Diasarmament,

The meries begins with the quotation of the
Fourth of Presigent Wilson's Fourtesn Points.

“Adequate guarantees ( must be) given and tauken

that national armaments witll be reduced to the

lowest point gonsistent with domestic safety, ™’
Acrtioles I, VIIT, and IX of the Covenant of the League
of Nations are then quoted, and after a chapter on
the work of the Paace Conference of 1919, there is a

useful

summary of the work already done by thae

League for Disarmament. A chapter is then devot-

edtot

he work of the Washington Conference and

other minor Conferenoes, The book ends with a list
of Demilitarised Zones and Areas already ia exi-
gtence, and with various documenfary and biblio-

graphi

o Appendioes.

Of especial interest is the Introduotion, whioh

is by Major-Genetal Sir Neil L. Malcolm. In the
--oourse of it occurs the following very important

obasrvation :—" As a soldier I may perhaps be
permitted to express my opinion that in the disous-
sions of the past six years the problem of disarma-
ment has received toc muoh consideration, while
that of the spirit whioh underlies ali forms of arma-

ment has received too little.

Vast armaments are

no doubt a danger; but wars were a common feature
of national.policy in the days when armies and

navies

were both amall and cheap...Can it really be

argued that swollen armaments produced the war?
Is it not truer and more honest to say that a wrong
spirit produced the armaments, and, in the oase of
‘Germany, insisted upon their being used......Here
then lies the real probiem of European seourity.
Can wo not devise some new ethic, some better

moral

oode under which races of different tongue

and blood may live in o¢lose community without
that bitter rivalry whioh has hitherto always ex-

Ppressed

~war?'

itself first in armaments and ultimately in

Thesa are weighty words.

The problem of

Disarmament is at heart one not of statesmanship

80 much as of religion ; for it demands as its firat

pre—requisite 4 change of heart amongst the peoples.
J. 8. HOYLAND.
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